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ARE THERE OPAL M NES I N CALI FORNI A?

Yes there are opal n nes in
California. In fact there are two.
They are located in the Mjave Desert,
north east of the city of Mbjave. To
get there from LA you take the 1-5
north to the 14. After you go through
the city of Mjave, Hwy 14 will turn
to the right and you will follow the
road to the right. You wll pass the
road to the Tehachape Mne and the
road to Randsbury. Then you wll go
past Red Rock Canyon. At the next
passing zone, half way wup the hill
there is a dirt road on the right.
There is sign to help you l|ocate the
turn off along the highway and then
there are signs along the dirt road to
help you find the mne. You will not
need four wheel drive to get into the
mne area. You will need to bring a
hammer and other digging tools. Also
be sure to bring a lot of water and
dress cool. There is an outhouse there
far your confort. The one mne is open
to the public bit the other is not.
You will be going to the first nine,
which is the Nowak Mne. It is off to
the left and there is a sign to let
you know where to turn. It is open
seven days a week, bit they do close
on holidays. The fee is $2.00 for the
day, per person. There are spaces
there for canpers with fire pits for
cooking. Renenber if you are getting
to canp at the nine you need a pernit
as space is linited and there is a
fee. You can get this at the nine.
Also there are places along the dry
wash on the way in you can use to canp
that have fire pits. But these are
first cane first serve. W don't canp
so we always stay at Whites Motel. It
is right on the road into Myjave. They
have clean roons and the price is
right. They al so have a ni ce
at nosphere.

YES!

The reason we have
California is Opal
vol canic activity.

Opal Mnes in
is a by product of
And believe it or

not we have volcanoes in California.
But, to get Opal you need just the
right ingredients. These are heat, air
pockets with water trapped in them
and silica. Wth these ingredients and
a couple of mllion years you get
Opal. The Opal you will find is nostly
white with flashes of red and bl ue.

There is some with flashes of green or
yellow. There are even a few cherry
Opal s that the miners have found. The
mners are very friendly and they |ove
to show their Opals. You wll also
find a lot of comon Opal. This is
green to yellow and has not flash.
There are also what l|ook like Opals
bit there are not. This will be clear
to white and have flashes of red and
yellow. The difference is that his is
calcite and it will crunble. You wll
find the Opals in the Iight rocks, due
to the air pockets. Also you want the
rocks that are lighter in color.

We usually go up in the early norning

and stay till about 2:00. That is
about all the time we can stand in the
heat. The heat is different there than
it is here by the ocean. It is dry and
not as oppressive as it is here.
Dennis and the kids went up for three

days one tine and they had a wonderf ul
time. You will want to bring along
sonmething to take sone of the |I|arger
rocks home to break up. So if you want
to try you hand at finding your own
Opal try the mines in Mjave.



PRESI DENT’ S MESSAGE

On behalf of the new officers and
directors of the Anerican Opal society
I have sever al i mport ant
announcemnent s. First, we have an
extrenely conpetent team of officers
who are dedi cat ed to resol vi ng
probl enms and serving the nmenbership.
The new officers are as foll ows:

Jay Carey - President
David Burrton - 1st V.P.
Carla McCaque - 2nd V.P.
Tom Hays - Treasurer
Yuonne Burrton - Secretary

Thanks to the hard work of this
team we have pretty nuch conpleted
t he transition from t he “dd”
adm ni strati on and have sol ved sever al
i nportant problenms in the process.

Second, we are well on the way to

havi ng anot her successf ul show.
Because of nmy previous experience as
show manager, | have agreed to accept

this responsibility again for this
year. Tom Hays has volunteered to be
assistant show nmnager for this year
and show nmanager next year. This
procedure for havi ng one year’s
assi stant nmnager be next years show
manager should provide a snother
transition and nor e consi st ent
managenent of the show than we have
had previously.

Third, we are fortunate to have
Dennis and Debra Deno agree to
coordinate the production of t he
newsletter. This is in keeping with
our goals to (1) bring new nenbership
into the society and (2) distribute
the work of the society over a broader
base of the nenbership so that no one
gets “saturated”. We again wish to
thank Debra and Dennis as well as
“Doc” Stanmbler and Carla MCaque who
have al so volunteered to help with the
newsl etter where possible.

Because of the extensive changes
necessary, we are a bit late in
getting our elections conpleted and
the new officers functioning as a well
coordi nated team | am happy to report
that nost of our problems are now
behind us, and the society appears to
be fundanmentally stronger than | have
seen it for many years.

One last coment. Probably because
of the lateness in getting things
going this year, a nunber of nenbers
have not yet sent in their dues. |If
you have not sent in your dues please
do so imediately. Enclosed is a form
for doing this. Also, please note the
new nailing address for- the American
Opal Soci ety. Because the expense of
publishing and mailing a newsletter is
one of cur higher costs the society
incurs, we wll have to discontinue
sending the newsletter to nmenbers who
do not paid their dues, as part of the
dues is to help with this cost. W
will gave awhile to get your dues in
before this action is taken. So pl ease
send your dues in now while you are
t hi nki ng about it.



OPAL SHOW REPORT

As we begin to nmake plans and get
to work on this year’s show, we would
like to keep you inforned as to the
plans that are being made. The show
will be held at the Quality Inn in
Anaheim Wth the new attractions at
Di sneyland, this is a prime |ocation
Also we are looking into placing
flyers in t he sur roundi ng hot e
| obbi es. Tourists nmean sales!! W are
al so planning on pitting posters on
many of the phone and light poles in
and around Anaheim People will know
that the Opal Show is in town this
year and that we are serious about
what we are doing.

We are | ooki ng into runni ng
articles in some of the daily papers
the week before the show. Also we are
going to try to get the dates of the
show into the calendar- sections of
sone papers. e are putting
announcenents in the local Rockhound
Newsl etters this year also. Wth this
increased push in advertising, we
shoul d have a great show with lots of
sal es.

So far we have signed a contract
with the Qality Inn which allows us
to setup on Friday evening at 6:00 PM
this alleviating the problem that we
had last year. Also a block of roons

will be reserved for the opal dealers
or show attendees. Cost of the roars
is $49 per night. If you want to

reserve a room please let us let us
know as possible, since our allocation
may sell out quickly.

We have also finalized the Business
Li cense paperwork with the city of

Anaheim (Renenber that all dealers
must have their own valid State of
California sal es t ax permts).

Approxi mately half of the spaces have
already been sold and paid for.
Renenber, that we get a 10% di scount,

all dealers nust have their spaces
Fully paid for by June 1st. Also, our
show policy of assigning deal er spaces
on a first come - first served basis
is being well received. This policy,
which we intend to continue in future
years, is intended to provide a fair
and unbiased nethod of assi gni ng
dealer locations. The Anerican Opal
Society will use its best judgnent in
obj ectively assigning dealer spaces,
consistent of course in neeting the
physical layout constraints of the
show hal |



WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR THE
OPAL SCOCI ETY?

By ny crystal opal ball | see an
exciting and interesting year ahead
for the Opal Society.

Some of the things that are in the
pl anning stages noe are hands on
wor kshops on cutting and setting
Opals, a presentation on Opals and
their history and in Novenber the
show. Also in the planning stages are
outing to Mjave and Tecopa M nes. W
are also looking into going into
comunity centers to give talks on
col l ecting Opal and working Opal.

One of the first things we are is
starting a menbership drive. If you
have not sent your dues in you should
do it now so you will not miss out on
any of the great things coming up this
year. |f we get the nenbership to
grow, we can do nmore things as a
group. To help with this, the Opal

Express will be nade available to the
public at stores that sell opal or
ot her rocks, also in some craft

stores. Also this year you can get
di scount tickets to the Opal show if
you are a paid nenber. When you pay
your dues or any tinme before Cctober
1st you can send a check in for $3.00
for each ticket you need. The tickets
at the door will be $3.50.

There is one thing you as nenbers
can help with. W are looking for a
permanent place to tld neetings and
presentations. |If you know of any
place that may fit this bill, let us
know. For now we are holding neets at
the Bob’s Big Boy at Carnenita off the
I-5. The neetings are at 7:00 PM the
2nd Thursday of each nonth.

As you can see there are a |lot of
t hi ngs happeni ng this year. Get
i nvol ved, you don‘t want to niss out
on any of the fun and excitenent.

NOTES FROM THE EDI TOR

e woul d i ke to t ake this
opportunity to introduce ourselves to
you. Dennis and nyself are the new
editors of vyour newsletter. W are
both rockhounds and opal fanatics.
Dennis works at Lapidary Int’'l and |
do data entry for an auditing agency.
The story on “Are there Opal Mres in
CA” is from one of ar rock hunting
trips. W have been to the mne nmany
times and even found a very good opal.
W had it set ina ring and | wore if
for a year. But |ike opals sonetines
do, it cracked.

Thi s is your newsl etter, and
starting as soon as we get some, there
will be section called “Letters to the
Editor”. This wll be an open forum

far you to express your ideas about
the Opal Society, your opinions and/or
conpl ai nts. What you t hi nk is
i mportant to all of us. Also, we would
like you to contribute any stories you
may have about how you canme by an opal
in an unusual way or if you have any
stories of going to a show or hunting
for opal. This is your newsletter and
we need everyone to share there
experience. So |let us hear fromyou.



May 14, 15, and 16
West Coast Gem & M neral Show
Holiday Inn Bristol Plaza, Costa Mesa Free adm ssion and parking

May 15, 1993 10AMto 6PM My 16 10AM to 5PM
Conejo Gem & M neral Club 19th annual Show
Borchard Park, 190 Reino Rd., Newbury Park
Free adm ssion and parKking

June 5, 1993 10AMto 7:30 PM June 6 10AM to 4PM

G endora Gens, Gem & M neral Show

Goddard School Gym 859 E. Sierra Madre Ave., d endora, CA
Free parking and adni ssi on

June 25 & 26, 1993 10AMto 6PM June 27 10AMto 5PM
CFMS Show Conventi on

Ventura County Fairgrounds, Ventura

$4. 00 admni ssion

July 10, 1993 10AMto 6PM July 11 10AMto 5PM
Culver City Rock & Mneral Club 32nd Annual Show
Vet erans Menorial Auditorium

Overland at Cul ver Blvd., Culver City

Free adm ssion

August 28, 1993 10AMto 6PM Aug 29 10AMto 5PM
Mont ebel | o M neral & Lapidary Society

Masoni ¢ Tenple, 4573 Durfee Ave., Pico Rivera
Free adm ssion

Septenmber 4, 1993 |0OAMto 6PM Sept. 5 10AMto 5PM

La Pacifica Gem & M neral G oup

Carson Center Community Hall, 801 E. Carson St., Carson, CA
$4. 00 Adni ssion

Sept enber 25, 1993 10AMto 6PM Sept. 26 10AMto 5PM
Faceters’ Gem Fair

Orange County Fairgrounds, Costa Mesa

Free adm ssi on and par ki ng

Oct ober 9, 1993 10AMto 6PM Oct. 10 10AMto 5PM
Victorville Gem Fair

San Bernardi no County Fairgrounds, 14800 7th St. Victorville
Free adm ssion and parKking

Oct ober 16, 1993 10AMto 6PM Cct. 17 10AMto 5PM
Gem Carvers CGuild

Masoni ¢ Tenpl e, 7604 Greenl eaf Ave., Whittier

Free parking and adni ssion

Cct ober 23, 1993 10AMto 6PM Cct. 24 10AMto 5PM
Orange Belt M neral ogical Society

Citrus Building, Arrowhead Entrance

Nat i onal Orange Show Grounds, San Bernardi no

$1. 00 admi ssion, free parking

Novenber 6 and 7, 1993
Ameri can Opal Society Show
Quality Inn, Anaheim



American Opal Society, Inc.

The American Opal Society, Inc. is a non-profit organization, educational
in nature, whose prinary purpose is pronoting interest in and know edge
of this precious gem Qur programis principally pone o self help, plus
assi stance in devel opi ng know edge rel ated to opal by conducting neetings
and progranms, providing a nonthly newsletter of Society and Chapter
activities and information about opal, senminars, and an annual Opal and
Gem Show & Sal e.

Qur nenbers include artisans, craftspeople, designers, educators, and
| aymen whose vocation and/or avocation is opal. Initiation fees and dues
are sued to pay for the operations of the Society and it’s Chapters.

Present dues are:

Chapt er Menbers: $10.00 Initiation Fee
$26. 00 Annual Dues $36.00 to Join
(over 65 $21.00) $31.00 to Join
Menber s- at - Lar ge: $10.00 Initiation Fee
$20. 00 Annual Dues $30.00 to Join
(over 65 $15.00) $25.00 to Join
For ei gn Menbers: $10.00 Initiation Fee
$25. 00 Annual Dues $35.00 to Join

Chapter nenbers are those who live close enough to a Chapter to attend
neetings and pay dues to a certain Chapter to enjoy the benefits of such.
Menmbers-at-Large are those who live a great distance away from an
establ i shed Chapter or who do not wish to belong to a Chapter. Foreign
nmenbers are those who live outside the Continental United States or
Canada.

The Anmerican Qpal Society, Inc. welcomes you. We believe that our
present nmenbership and you wll gain both pleasure and know edge in
furthering the Society’s goals.

MEMBERSHI P APPLI CATI ON — AMERI CAN OPAL SOCI ETY, | NC.

NAMES( S) : DATE: ___
ADDRESS: P.O BOX___
aTy: STATE __zi1Pt
HOVE PHONE: ( ) - BUSI NESS PHONE: ( ) -

OVER 65: YES ( ) NO( ) AVOUNT ENCLCSED: $_ CHECK NUMBER
OCCUPATI ON:

SPECI AL | NTEREST(S):

Pl ease fill out conplete and return your check or nmoney order in the
proper anount to:

AVERI CAN OPAL SOCI ETY
P. 0. BOX 1384
South Gate, CA 90200

APPROVED BY MEMBERSHI P NUMBER( S) ASSI GNED:

( ) INNTIATIONFEE PD. ( ) DUES PAID CHAPTER ( ) YES( ) NO



