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TECOPA

Recently we made a day trip to
one of California's opal m a n r n c
sites; this one is near Tecopa. We
went. now because Te cop a is on the
edge of Death Valley National
Monument, there is no bush or shade
of any k i no. so the heat can be
unbearable. From October to April
1S a ct.ua Ll v the preferred ti me t.o
go. not only to avoid the heat but
also to avoid the Horse Flies which
become agressive IoJhen the heat
rises. After watching a Horse Fly
stay within 10 feet of the back of
our car while we were going 50 - 60
mph, 1 checked loJitha horsy frienc
and stocked UP on Cutter's spray
which he said was the best st.uff to
use on these flie~.

It 15 a n e asv t r ic . .firs: 0;

Interstate 15 to Baker then
approximately 80 miles north on
route 127 to lecoP2. Remember tha:
there is nothing between Baker anc
Tecopa ana no drinking water I;

Tecopa. Shoshone. about 6 miles
beyond lecopa. has a rest.aurant ane
gas station. Tecopa does have a
bar and free public hot Spin8s ana
snowers. 1here are ~ roaos tnaL gc
T - ("..:: !'T' o \1 ~ r t,

rt.se Lf ana t.rieopal ~s west. Oi 127
between t n e -./ r o a o s ~ Tht- mo s t
likely areas to find opal is in the
2nd or 3rd rav i ne just beyond the
stagecoach station ruins (piles of
adobe brick mounds on both sides of
the road) about 1/2 mile from the
north entrance to Tecopa.

Stones most likely to have
precious opal have a white/light
gray outer coating with a medium to
da r k gary inter i o r when cracked
open. Although these stones can be
found in the washes, they originate
from horizontal seams about 2/3 of
the way UP the hi Ils . Some opal s
have been found in the sandstone
ma t r'i x t hat a p pea r s i mil art 0
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oo a rs are oo ss i o ie but. are not an
easy find. Large stones have been
report.ed but no~ seen. Most of the
st.ones are small opals that range
from white to crystal in type and
-:-re found in mudstone in earthy
Torms whicnresemble fossil coral.
r-, r oc k hammer 1S needea but it is
no~ hard rock minins. Please be
advised that climbing slopes is
aangerous because of the sandy
gr ave 11y surf ace that brea k away.
Gooe climbing shoes are also recom-
mendec.

8y Gary & Carla McCague

A large percent.age of Mexican
precious opal is consiaered unsta-
ble. upwards ~c SS~ accorolng to
some expert~, ~it.h a tenaency to
enange color over time o~ to craze
ane c r a c k . According to Dave
t:su~t.onat. Lac ioarv Int.ernat.ional,
ffiOS: MeXlca~ oP2i is hyarOPhane and
ooes not. r e t a i n i t.s, wat.er content.
in-:- nv oroc r.ene O;:'SlS. else accord-

f.';:.: \/ ~ . - .. c, --: --.: j~ - ,.. , •• L .....

s t ac : LO i.n e t o nou e wr.er. .i~CKeO,
~~lle the 900d stones a~e slic~ and
glassy. He also warned that when
YOu cut Mexican opal with hydro-
p~ane matrix still attached, you
snould then remove the matrix to
prevent the absorption of the
opal's water into the matrix mate-
rial. Mr. Jewett Pattee, with
Creative Ra i nbows,, has warned that
stones containing Ucotton balls·
are unstable and only good for
specimens. His e xp e r ience has
found that the "cot t.on ball" con-
tinuously grows outward until it
encompasses the entire stone.

By Gary & Carla McCague



PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

I am happy to report that we
have accomplished severa! obje--
tives this month toward our goal of
revitalising the American Opal
Soc.ie~y·_ Fir~t. W~ havE-' secured e
new meeting place for our club
meetings. This will enable us to
get back to our primary mission of
providing interesting talks and
presentations on various aspects of
opal. The next meeti ng wi 11 be on
July 8th at the Sunkist Library and
will include a presentation on ooal
by "Doc· Stamble. a longtime member
of the society and a very interest-
ing speaker. We wish to thank
Bob's Big Boy for allowing us to
hold our meetings there during the
first half of this year.

The Sunkist branch of the
Anaheim library (see map and meet-
ing announcement) has a very nice
room which allows us to provide
refreshments. It also has ample
parkins. The boar~ of ~~rect0-~
has decided to devote the first
h21~ hour of the meeting (6=30 -
7:01:' PM) to a discussion of busi-
ness aesuee since we still have
more work to do in this area. Thi~
will be followed by a talk or other
presentation from 7:00 - 8:00 PM
and a social hour with refreshments
from 8:00 - 9:00 PM.

~ne second cbjective that we ac-
complshed this month relates to
improved club finances. We have
cancelled our lease with the stor-
age company and moved OUT equipment
to a storage area owned by one of
the club members, thus providing
more convenience and reduced stor-
age charges. We have also negoti-
ated a considerable savings on the
club insurance policy which pro-
vides more coverage at a reduced
pr ice. These changes, along with
other changes that we have initiat-
ed this year, have improved dramati-

callY the club's financial posi-
tion.

Thirdly, I would like to
mention changes maae to the news-
letter. Thanks to Dennis and Debra
Deno, the newsletter has become
more informative and interesting.
Since the newsletter is the primary
way we have of communicating with
tne vast majority of tne member-
ship, 1 am very proud of tne in-
provements that Dennis an~ Debra
have ac corncIished in such a short
time. Remember. this is your news-
letter. We want to include your
ideas - comments - contributions as
a means of furthe: lmproving our
communication with the membership.
So just sent them to the address on
the frist page for the Opal Socie-
ty.

1 would like to conc~uac ~
sa y i n9 t hat 1: he Am e 'I i can 0 P Q ~

Society is stronger t na n 1 nave
seen it in a long whi Le . The snow
is coming a lo nc e xt re me i v well.
Any dealers who have not sen~ in
their deposits should do so immedi-
atel y sinee we are in the process
of finalizing the show nal~ layout,
etc. Also any members wno nave not
paid their dues should send them in
right. away sinCe we will soon have
~c ciscontinue mailin~ newletteTs
to unpaid members.

Hope to see you at the July
8th meeting at our new location.
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OPAL CUTTING SIMPLIFIED
Tim & Barbera Thomas

House of Tibara

This chart summarizes the relative value of indicated factors:

Factor

( 1) Base color &
[Jegree of
Lranslucence

(2) Fire Color

(3) Fire PatLern

PRIMARY FACTORS IN DETERMINING
THE VALUE OF ROUGH OPAL

Description Value

White or jelly (opaque)
Grey
Semi-BlacL
Near Clear
Crystral Clear
Crystal Black
Black (Jet)

Least ValuablE

Most Valuable

Green Least Valuable
Blue
Blue-Greer.
Rea-GTeer.
Multicolor (3, 4, or 5 colors;
Red predominant, Multicolor
MagenLa & True Purple Most valuablt

Cve r v r a r e )

Sunflash
Pinfire
Broad Flashes
Rolling Flashe:::
Harlequin (hard anglec

fire pattern visible
from all angles:

Broad Rollins Flashes

Least Valuable

Most Va luabl e

(4) Fire Intensity Very directional with Least Valuable
dead areas:

Low intensity
No directionality:

(shows fire from all angles)
High intensity Most Valuable

(5) Quality of
fire band
in rough (a)

Least va luab Le Most Valuable

(b)

Thin (triplets or
flat stones)
Partial penetration
of fire band
Little fire in

Penetration to whole
outside periphery
More fire, little or

Thick (high dome cabs)

( c )

--~~=--~~-- ~=-~--~~--~-- ====--====== -=-===c=====-==-==-====--==-~=========:=_
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relation to waste
SDar€' fire

less waste

Cd) Fire band not Fire band straight
or poor shape of rough
relative to bane

(e) Fire intensity Brilliant intensity
muted or not bright

(6) Cutter's
skill

The rought opal is within the skills and degree
of risk the cutter is capable and willing to take.

Any rougn is too expensive if the cutter's skills
are too low relative to the risk the cutter
l.-Jillt.ake .

Generally, the more expensive the material, the
easier it is to cut because the fire bands are
straight, thick and easy to understand.

Note: This grading method is an attempt to idealize a continuum
of mu Lf i pLe characteristics, which vary somewhat independently.
I hope this guide 1S helpful in your furure purchases, or in
assessi ng what you already have. The above conforms with the
American Opal Society standards except that. we c i saoree Of'. rt.en. .------
three. but .. that's life and what makes opal so interesting.

I. THE SIZE OF THE FINISHED STONE:

.The size of the finished stone you want to cut is a factor
because generally the larger the piece of Tougn the more you are
going to pay. Large pieces of equal grades frequently cost more
because of rarity. Thickness is also important.. The thicker the
fire band and therefore, the higher the dome, the more valuable
the f i nished stone is. Thic k , high domed stones get a bonus in
valuation.

Look faT more ln next months newsletter.

....---- ..•..•.



MEMBER NOTE~

The plans for the show are
coming along nicely. The announce-
rnent s; hav e been sent t c. the ROCt,

and Gem and The Lapidiaey Journal.
As for the tables, about 1/2 of
t.n e n. a: e 21 ready sale. Some ne •..
things this year; we can setup the
night before the show starts,
(Firday), also we have a block of
rooms in the Quality Inn at a
special rate of $49 a night, if you
want onE get your reservatio~ lG
now, they aTE going fast. As you
23~ in the last newslette~, we haVE
the frist run of flyers f o r t.b e
show. If you need some to give ou~
let us know. Also this v e a r z
Assistant Show Manager will be next
years Show Manager and a new As-
sistant Show Manager will be ap-
poi rrt ed . This way what is I ear ned
in one show will not need to be

)......",e~ the leadership of the show nev.
c fresh each

seE things are
ye2~-. As YOL

m o vi nc along
ca r.

Paul Downing of Majestic Wes:
,~ c~rrently on a one year sabati-
cal from Floridc.. State Universit;
a n c; i s p , e s e n t 1> 0 r, his way ba c ~,
f,om Australia where he is stockin;
ur> 0"": riev, opal. he expects to b e
mailing out a new pTice list soar..
Paul and Bobbie Downins c a r: be
r e a c h e c a: p.C'. Box ::26~, .. Este::
C'? - l.# r- r, f::\::, 1-::- E ;' :. ~: ~ wa)', T C ~

the secane year in a row, Paul wor.
one of the two first place awards
for opal in the Cutting Edge Compe-
tiLion sponsored by the American
Gem Trade Association (AGTA).

EDITOR'S NOTE~·

AS you ca n see we have two
articles that were submitted by
members. w~ wou2..d like to t.a k e
this opportunity to thank Gary &
Car la McCague for the articles on
t.ne Te c ope mine a ric Mexican Opal.
Let us hear from you too. To w;it~
to us at the new s Le t t e r use t.b e
Society's address.

Starting next month we will be
doins an interview with each membe-
o~ the board. Inese people WOlf
fer you and you need to kno~ the~.
We hope you fine thi~ i nf o rma t ive
ana inte,estins.

Starting with this editon we
are going back to a monthly news+
letter. So let us know what you
like a n c don't like. Also next
month we well be doing an article
C~ thE Society's Lib,a;)

T i 1::.
hu nr, i ns .

month good OP2~next
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As you may have found, somE
people have very strong feelings
about this. There is the old wives
ta 1 e t hat if a pal is not you r
birthstone and you wear one it will
c r a c k . We~l, we all know opals
crack but alot depends on the care
you glve them.

So does this make them bad
luck? Only if you become overly
attached to an opal and it cracks.

There are a few books that
talK about the myths and legends
t ha t surround stones and opals.
Here is a list of a few: The Natu-
ral History of Precious Stones and
Gems, By C.W. King, The Noble Opal,
by S.8.J. Skertchly, The Gem Cut-
ter's Craft, by L. Claremont. and
!he Magic and Science of Jewels and
Stones, by Kosmi ns kv . Check with
yoU~ local library for a copy to
~eac. Ever if YOU don't believE
eve v t h i no , it can still be fun to
:"eac.

From my readi ng I have found
that when oc e I was, first found it
was c he r Ishee as the stone of the
gods. As you can tell from these
ou o t.e s., "accardi ng to Orpheus, on
DlympUS the opal was the delight 07
the Immortals, so fai~ to view that
it cnarmed the strong eye and
s t r e no t.be ned the weak". "To the

Deloved by the go os , especially
Venus and her son Cupid." Orpheus
in his poem, sang of how it filled
the hearts of gods with joy."

I also came across many sto-
ries of opals bringing good fortune
and even inane case the reason a
man was born. But as we know the
opal does not enjoy the wide spread
love today it once did. In the
middleages when anythi ng d i fferent
or unusal was blamed for bad luck
the opal fell out of favor. It was

even blamed for deaths from the
black plague. The opal became know
as the stone of death. In Europe
dur ino the plagueS it. was noticea
that IT a person was wearing an
opal and became ill with the plague
the colors of the opal would be
very br i11iant . Then at death the
luster would disappear. So it was
bel ived the opals color indicated
when someone would get the plague
and when they would die _ One
po s sib 1e e x p I a na t ion for t his
change is the high body heat of
fever and at death the body woula
cool. I have seen my own opals
look dull and lack luster on cold
rainy days. So the body's tempera-
r aur e could make the cola, of the
opal change.

Another story of a bad luck
opal is told of a ring that was
given as a wedding gift to Alfonso
the XII of Spain by the woman he~
didn't marry. His wife fell .i r
love with the ring and asked hi~
for it ana he gave it. t o her _ A
few months later she became ill anc
died. The king then gave the r i nc
to his grandmother. She als;
became ill and died. The rin~ was
t~en given to his sister the~ his
slste,-in-iaw. They Dath soon diea
after they received the ring. At.
last the king took to wearing the
ring and soon became ill and died.
The kinq's mother t he n took the
rIng and put it on a gold chain
about the neck of the statue of the
Virgin of Alumdena. At that time
the black death was wide spread in
Spain. Was it the ring or just the
unclean conditions of the times?

I believe as this old saying
says -As v e believe so shall ye
receive. Things have only the
power for good or bad that we give
them. "



,a.nc
healing side of opals, they are
known for he Lp i ng to pur ify the
blood and the kidneys, improve
eyesight. alleviate fevers, and to
stimulate circulatiory functions.
Many Native American Indians and
the Australian Aboriginal Shamen
use opals to invoke visions.

I would lke to leave you with
these two thoughts as a way to
close.

"Today opal is the birthstone
for October, and brings nothing but
happi ness and love to those whose
talisman it is. It is indeed the
stone of hope, of love and desire,
of Cupid and Venus, of the gods and
men."

October's child is born to woe,

And life's vicissitudes must know;

But lay an Opal on her breast,

And Hope will lull those fears to
rest.

My information for this arti-
cle came from two books, they are
The Opal Book by Frank leechman and
Love is in the Earth by Melody.




