THE OPAL EXPRESS
AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 382

ANAHEIM, CA 92815

OFFICERS

JAY CAREY - PRESIDENT (714) 525-7635

DAVID BURTON - V. PRESIDENT (714) 827-5680
TOM HAYS -~ TREASURE (714) 838-9262

BONNIE BURTON - SECRETARY (714) 649-3130

MEETINGS ARE HELD 2nd THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH FROM 6:30 — 9:00PM AT THE
SUNKIST BRANCH OF THE ANAHEIM LIBRARY.
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PRESTDENTS REFORT

This has been a very good year for the American Opal Society. Buoyed by a
very successful show, the Society has achieved most of the objectives
established at the beginning of the year.

First, we have put in place a new group of officers who are dedicated to
providing a more utilitarian and amicable environment for the members of the
Society at large. And, we did this while still retaining a number of previcus
directars, thus maintaining the experience and wisdom that has served the
society so wellmthepast Secondly, we have restarted the financial health
of the society thru a series of cost cutting steps taken earlier this year, and
followed up by an infusion of new capital provided from this years show.
Thirdly, we successfully reinstituted the workshop and monthly meetings
featuring speakers who provide information on our favorite subject OPAL. We
also found a new permanent meeting place, the Sunkist branch of the Anaheim

Library.

However, much more needs to be done to improve the benefits provided by the
society to its members. This can be achieved by greater participation from the
members themselves. Fortunately, we signed up a number of new members during
and just before this years show. I urge each of these new members to drop us a
note or give us a call to volunteer their services and talents, even in a,
small way, to help the club.

Two important objectives for the caming year are the following:

1. We need to find a new location for the workshop. Tom Hays, who
provided us the workshop space, has recently moved to Arizona.
We need samecne to volunteer a place where we can relocate our
workshop equipment and resume our monthly warkshops.

2. We need to find new speakers for our monthly meetings. We need
to develop backup speakers to use if the original speaker can’t
make the meeting at the last minute. This year we had two
speakers who didn’t make the meeting at the last minute, thus
leaving us short. This caming year we need to establish a more
effective program committee and we need the help of all the
members, including the new cnes, in this matter.

I would again like to thank all the members, offices, and directors who
worked so hard this last year in helping the society reach its goals.

Your President
Jay Carey



SHOW REFORT

We have just concluded the 26th. annual Opal and Gem Show of the American
Opal Society and are very pleased with its results. This year we had eighteen
dealers from the Western United States and Australia who presented a wide range
of opal rough, finished stones and jewelry as well as other types of fine
jewelry and other items of interest. It seems that the economy is finally

1 to turn around and most of the dealers were quite satisfied with their
bottom line results.

In addition to the items for sale, there was much to be seen and learned
from the several displays and demonstrations that dotted the show hall. A
three case display featuring black opal from Lighting Ridge, was provided by
Barbara McCondra and was particularly informative and well thought out. Also
the opal carving display assembled by Edith Ostrander and the American Opal
Society collection of opals, coordinated by "Doc" Stambler, were very eye
catching. Edith also coordinated the demonstrations of opal cutting and
polishing, opal carving, faceting, wire wrapping, and other skills that were
both educational and entertaining. And, speaking of education, we are again
indebted to Lothar Vallot and the Rancho Santiago College faculty and students
who staffed the fascinating gemstone identification activities featured at this
years show.

Profits from the show are particularly important since they help to fund
ongoing American Opal Society activities for the coming year as well as provide
seed capital for long lead items for next years show. I am happy to report
that we achieved our financial objectives for this year’s show and are in a
very strong position to move ahead with next year’s show.

Even more Iimportant than the financial aspects of the show are the human
aspects. This year we signed up 18 new members and reinstated several old
members. These 1individuals provide the life blood of the society and our new
members are strongly encouraged to get involved with the organizational and
administrative aspects of the club.

I would like to close by thanking all the people, without whose help, this
show would not have been possible. In addition to these I have already
mentioned, I’d like to thank Paul and Bobbi Downing for their support in
providing books for the show. Paul’s books were used as a center piece in our
membership drive and were crucial in attracting new members as well as helping
the society financially. Next I’d like to thank David Burton and the folks at
Lapidary International for donating the grand prize for the drawing, a
beautiful 7.4 carat opal won by attendee Shelly Korol, and for their work in
setting up and advertising the show. A special thanks has to go also to Carla
& Gary McCague for all the work they put in, including setting up and manning
the ticket sales table. Also, Mike Kowalski did a great job of setting the
show electrical distribution wiring and also produced a video of the show that
the society will use for future promotional activities Finally I want to thank
Harold Umberson, Walt Lentz, Tom Hays, Dennis & Debra Deno, Guillermo & Dianne
Ieoin, as well as all the other society members who contributed to this year’s

successful show.

See you at next year’s show.
Jay Carey, Show Chairman



NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

We at the newsletter and all the members of the Opal Society would like to
take this opportunity to welcome the new members that joined at the Opal and
Gem Show. There are 18 of them, listed here as a way of special welcome.

Michael Dowling Russ Madsen

Ratherine Harding Steve Clark

Cleo wWardlow Donald Day

Mark Sorensen Jay Goodsite

S.A. (Bing) Bingman David Ramirez

Andy Ostemsen Delman & Sharon Thompson
Andele Strong Lazol Borsai

Robert & Jean Resy Donald Baker

Eugene Larr Carl Stevens

We had some very nice door prizes this year and the list of winners is as
follows:

Grand Prize Large Pear Opal Shelly Korol
1st Prize Marque Opal Teresa Cronch
2nd Prize Oval Opal D. Muenster
3rd Prize Opal from Phil Pearl Janis Kramer
4th Prize Dolphin Necklace Esther Horlou
5th Prize Dolphin Necklace Mona Roskoski
6th Prize Dolphin Compact Randy Martens
7th Prize Dolphin Compact Jim Becknel
8th Prize Dolphin Pin Dorthy Dugas
9th Prize Signed Opal Book Lou Bortone

The meeting for November was held on the 10th. Hector Verdugo from
Honduras gave a talk on the different mines and opal from Honduras. He was
born 1in Mexico, at a copper mine. His father was an Irish Miner and his mother
a mexican lady. So as you can see he had mining in his blood from the start.
There are many mines in Honduras, not just opal but gold, silver and many other
precious and seim precious gem stone. Hector told us that as mining is growing
as an industry in his Honduras. The specimens he showed us were mostly in
black matrix and the colors were so electric. Some of the opal in Honduras is
hydrophane. Hector 1is interested in how to cut the opal he has. To this end
one of our members that cuts a lot of opal gave his so very helpful hints.
Some of the opal he had is also very reminiscent of Andamooka. We would like
to thank Hector for all the information he gave us and for letting us see first
hand the opal that can be found in Honduras. Anyone looking for a place to go
to look for opal? How about going to Honduras, the airfare round trip is only
$750.

As you may know we have been planning to start taking trips to mines in our
area and even to other countries. We now have a team that is working on the
first trip for us. We will be going to Tecopa Mines. Those of you who have
been getting the newsletter may remember the article from Carla & Gary on their
trip to these mines. They will making the plans for cur tirp, so keep watching
the newsletter for all the information so you can get in on this trip.




