
THE OPAL EXPRESS
AMERICAN OPAL SXIEI'Y
P.O. POX 382
ANAHEIM, CA 92815

OFFICERS
JAY CAREY - PRESIDENT (714) 525-7635
DAVID BURTON - V. PRESIDENT (714) 827-5680
TOM HAYS - TREASURE (714) 838-9262
BONNIE BURTON - SECRETARY (714) 649-3130

MEETINGS ARE HELD 2nd THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH FROM 6:30 - 9:00PM AT THE
SUNKIST BRANCH OF THE ANAHEIM LIBRARY.
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PRESIDENI'S REFeRI'

This has been a very gocx1year for the Americanope: Society. Buoyed by a
very successful sboe, the Society has achieved ucet: of the objectives
established at the beq:i.nning of the year.

First, we have pat: in place a I'JEJI{ groop of officers vbo are dedicated to
providin;J a nnre utili tarian arrl amicable envirororent for the members of the
Society at large. And, we did this while still retaining a Ill..lTlIberof previous
directors, thus maintaining the experieix» arrl wisdan that has served the
society so well in the past. Secnrdl.y, we have restarted the financial health
of the society thIu a series of cost cutting step> taken earlier this year, and
follcwed up by an infusion of I'JEJI{ capital provided from this years stxs«.
Thirdly, we successfully reinstituted the worksOOparrl rrrmthly ueetiirqs
featuring sp3akers vra provide infonnation on oor favorite subject OPAL. We
also tcurd a I'JEJI{ pennanent rreeting place, the SUnkist branch of the Anaheim
Librazy.

Havever, mid: m::>.re needs to be done to improve the benefits provided by the
society to its JTe11bers. Tbis can be achieved by greater participation from the
1'CI91OOersthemselves. Fortunately, we signed up a number of nar members during
erd just before this years sba«, I urge each of these I'JEJI{ rrembers to drop us a
note or give us a call to volunteer their services arrl talents, even in a,
SIIa1.lway, to help the club.

1Woi.mp:Jrtant objectives for the caning year are the follcwing:

1. We need to fiIrl a I'JEJI{ location for the worksOOp.TomHays, woo
provided us the worksir>p space, has recently noved to Arizona.
We need satecoe to volunteer a place where we can relocate our
worksir>pEqUipnenterd resume oor rrrmthly worksbope,

2. We need to fiIrl I'JEJI{ spaakers for cur rrrmthly meetings. Weneed
to develop backup speakers to use if the original speaker can't
make the rreeting at the last minute. This year we had two
spaakers wlr> didn't make the meeting at the last minute, thus
leavi.n;J us sbarti, Tbis caning year we need to establish a m::>re
effective plC9LBIn ccmnittee arrl we need the help of all the
1'CI91OOers,including the I'JEJI{ ones, in this matter.

I wculd again like to thank all the JTe11bers, offices, arrl directors who
worked so hard this last year in helping the society reach its goals.

Yoor President
Jay carey



., SJI(jt{ REFORl'

We have just concluded the 26th. annual.Opaland GemSlrM of the Amarican
Opal Society and are very pleased with its results. This year we had eighteen
dealers from the Westernunited states and Australia whopresented a wide rerqe
of opal ~gh, finished stones and jewelzy as well as other 1;yfesof fine
jeweLry and other items of interest. It seems that the economy is finaJ...ly
starting to turn aramd and JTOSt of the dealers were quite satisfied with their
bottom line results.

In addition to the items for sale, there was tasd: to be seen and learned
from the several displays and derrr:lnstratiansthat dotted the sJx:whall. A
three case display featuring black opal.from Lighting Ridge, wasprovided by
Bartxmi MCCOndra and wasp3rt.ia.zl.arlyinfonnative andwel.Lthcught cuti, Also
the opal carving display assembled by Edith Ostrander and the AmaricanOpal
Society collection of opal.s, coordinated by "Doc" stambler, were very eye
catching. Edith also coordinated the dem::>nstrationsof opal cutting and
}X)lishing, opal carving, faceting, wire wrapping, and other skills that were
both educational and errtertaining. And, sp3aki.ngof education, we are again
indebted to wthar Vallot and the Ranchosantiago COllegefaculty and students
who staffed the fascinating gemstone identification activities feab.lred at this
years sbo«,

Profits from the s1r:w are particularly .imp:Jrtantsince they help to fund
ongoin:; AmericanOpal.Society activities for the comingyear as well as provide
seed capital for lOn] lead items for next years sbo«, I amhappy to report:
that we achieved cur financial objectives for ~ year's sbo« and are in a
very strong fOSition to 1lrJVe ahead with next year's sboe.

Even mo.re i.mp:Jrtant than the financial espectis of the sJx:ware the human
espect:s, This .year we signed up 18 nsNroombe.rsand .reinstated several old
rrembers. These individuals provide the life blood of the society and cur nav
members are strongly ena::w:aged to get involved with the organizational and
administrative espectzeof the club.

I wculd like to close by thanking all the people, witrxut: wtxee help, this
s1r:w woald not .have been pcesible: In addition to these I have al.rea.dy
mantioned, I'd like to thank Paul and Bobbi Daming for their support:in
providing bcx:>ksfor the stxs«, Paul's txoks were used as a center piece in cur
membership drive and were crucial .in att..--actingnav rrembe.rsas well as helping
the society financially. Next I'd like to thank DavidBurton and the folks at
L3.pidary International for donating the grand prize for the drawin:;, a
beautiful 7.4 carat opal wonby attendee Shelly Korol, and for their work in
setting up and advertisin:; the eixs«, A special: thanks has to go also to Carla
& Gary ~e for all the work they plt in, including setting up and manning
the ticket sales table. Also, MikeKcwalski did a great job of setting the
sJx:w electrical distri.1::utionwiring and also produced a video of the sixs« that
the society will use for future pl"CIlOtional activities FinaJ...lyI want to thank
Harold Umberson, Walt Lentz, Tan Hays, Dennis & Debra Deno,Guillenro & Dianne
teoin, as well as all the other society rrembe.rswhocontri.1::utedto this year's
successful sro«,

See yt:U at next year's sbo«,
Jay carey, 5tr1II Chai.nnan



NC!1'ES Ji'ro>1 THE EDI'IDR

We at the newsletter and all the nembers of the Opal Society wc:uld like to
take this oppJ.rtunity to welct:llZEthe new nembers that joined at the Opal and
Gemsbo«, There are 18 of them, listed here as a way of speaiel: welct:llZE.

Michael IX:wling
Katherine Harding
Cleo Ward]ew
Mark Sorensen
S.A. (Bing) Bingman
Andy Ostemsen
Andele~
Robert & Jean Resy
EugeneLarr

Russ Madsen
steve Clark
I:KJnaldLay
Jay Goodsite
David Ramirez
Delman& Sharon Tb::Jmpson
Lazol Borsai
Donald Baker
cerl. Stevens

We had sate very nice door prizes this year and the list of winners is as
follews:

Grand Prize L3rge Fear Opal
ist: Prize MarqueOpal
2nd Prize oval Opal
3rd Prize Opal from Phil Fearl
4th Prize J:K:>lflllnNecklace
5th Prize J:K:>lprinNecklace
6th Prize Dol.pain caupeat:
7th Prize Dolpain canpact
8th Prize J:K:>lprinpin
9th Prize Signed Opal Book

Shelly Korol
Teresa Cronch
D. Muenster
Janis Kramer
Esther Horlcu
MonaRoskoski
Rar:dy Martens
Jim Becknel
EKJrthyD.J.gas
Lai Bartone

The rooeting for November was held on the 10th. Hector Verdugo from
Honduras gave a talk on the different mines and opal from Honduras. He was
born in Mexico, at a copper mine. His father was an Irish Miner and his 11r>ther
a mexican lady. So as }'(Xl can see he hod mining in his blcxxi from the start.
There are manymines in Honduras, not just opal rot gold, silver and manyother
precicus and seim precicus gemstone. Hector told us that as mining is grr:Ming
as an industry in his Honduras. The spec.i..m:mshe slrwed us were rrostl y in
black rratrix and the colors were so electric. Sorce of the opal in Honduras is
hydro[:iJane. Hector is interested in txs« to cut the opel: he has. To this end
one of cur members that cuts a lot of opal gave his so very helpful hints.
Sorce of the opal he had is also very reminiscent of Arrlarrt::oka. Wewc:uId like
to thank Hector for all the infonnation he gave us and for letting us see first
hand the opal that can be foond in Honduras. Anyone looking for a place to go
to ICXJk for opei? Hewabcut going to Honduras, the airfare .roond trip is only
$750.

As ycu rray k:ror we have been planning to start taking tri;;s to mines in our
area and even to other a::xm.tries. WeIJCH have a team that is working on the
first trip for us. Wewill be going to Terop:1 Mines. Tir>se of ycu who have
been getting the newsletter rray remember the article from carle & Gary on their
trip to these mines. They will rraking the plans for our tirp, so keep watching
the newsletter for all the infonnation so }'(Xl can get in on this trip.
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