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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
President’s Message 

By Gene LeVan 
Thanks for all board members support for May meeting in my 

absence. The feedback I have about Russ and Jim presentation for 
May meeting was excellent, members did not know about California 
opals and the ease of obtaining them right here! 

More about opals coming at each monthly meeting, the value is 
talking to members that know the in’s and out’s of this very gemmy 
stone. This month, I’d thought it would be a good idea to have a look 
at our best opals for comparison as a side meeting during our break. 

Please bring your best opals to show to others 
how they look cut and polished this meeting. See 
you at the meeting! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Members Only Website Password 

To log onto the website’s members only area at: 
http://opalsociety.org/aos_members_only_area.htm type: Name: 
“member“ and Password: “tecopabeds”. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Opal Society Workshop 

The American Opal Society’s workshop is open at Ball Jr. High 
School every Monday from 7:00 to 9:30 p.m.  The school is located 
at 1500 W. Ball Road in Anaheim.  This is between Euclid Ave. and 
Harbor Blvd.  If you are traveling east on Ball Rd. the parking lot 
entrance you need to use is just before the railroad tracks.  If you 
are traveling west, the lot is just after the railroad tracks.  Room 37 is 
in the center of the campus. 

Instruction will be given in cutting opal, wax models, lost-wax 
casting, fabrication, and setting stones.  The workshop will furnish 
machines to cut and polish stones as well as a centrifuge for casting 
and a kiln for burnout. You will need to furnish other equipment you 
wish to use.  Please bring a roll of PAPER TOWELS with you for 
clean-up as the room is a science lab and needs to be kept spotless. 
To attend, membership in the American Opal Society is a must due 

to insurance.  A nightly fee of $2 is asked to help keep the 
equipment in good running condition. Our thanks to Pete Goetz and 
the Anaheim Union High School District for the use of this classroom 
for our workshop! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
June Lecture - The Adventures (and Misadventures) 
of an Opalholic Jewelry Designer 

Los Angeles studio jeweler Beth Rosengard will present a slide 
show and talk about her experiences in designing for and setting 
opals of all kinds: Yowah, Koroit, Coober Pedy; black, white, red, 
potch; Australian, Peruvian, Mexican, Virgin Valley and more!  Beth 
won three awards at the Yowah Designer Jewellery Competition 
while on a trip to Australia in 2003.  Although she designs for all 
sorts of stones, opals remain at the top of her short list of favorites. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Opal Canyon Field Trip on June 10th 

The AOS is revisiting the Barnett Opal Mine in Opal Canyon on 
the weekend of June 10 – 11.  

Please contact Russ Madsen at (562) 884-2254 or e-mail him at 
chairman2rgm@cs.com ahead of time if you plan to attend and 
make arrangements with him.  Russ will be arriving at the Canyon in 
the afternoon on June 10th. 

What to Bring:  Bring everything you need, pack everything out. 
Especially bring plenty of water, food, hat, sunscreen, gloves, and 
cool clothes. Expect temperatures to be warm to hot. Most important 
unusual tool is a pair of diagonal wire cutters to snipe opal out of the 
rocks. Other tools include eye protection, rock hammers, sledge 
hammers, large chisels, a small brush, a squirt bottle to wet the 
rocks for opal detection, containers of various sizes from film cans 
up to 5 gallon paint buckets. A GPS receiver is a good idea.  
Coordinates and a map are posted in the April Opal Express.  Make 
sure you have a full tank of gas in Mojave. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Last Volume of Len Cram’s “A Journey With 
Colour” is Now Available 

Len Cram has written Mike Kowalsky to let the AOS know that 
the last volume of A Journey With Colour, A History of South 
Australian Opal, 1840—2005, is now available.  This, the last 
volume of A Journey With Colour covers the history of South 
Australian opal.  It is printed with superb colour throughout and 
illustrated with 375 photographs, the most ever of any of the four 
volumes, plus containing well over a quarter of a million words.  The 
price is US $100, plus US $30 Economy Airmail or US $35 Airmail. 
Please contact Mike Kowalsky at (714) 761-4876 or e-mail at him at 
mykowalsky@aol.com if you are interested in placing at order for 
this collector’s item. 
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In Memoriam 
We are saddened by the death of one of our long time 

members. Frann Roth passed away on May 29th from cancer. Frann 
and her husband Wes had recently moved to Washington State after 
their retirement.  Wes is a past AOS president and he and Frann 
were very active in the Society.  Frann and Wes always had a both 
at the Opal and Gem Show for many years.  We will miss her. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Famous Opals: The Galaxy Opal 

By Joan Militon 

The spectacular cover photo on Autumn 2006 issue of Metal 
Stone & Glass magazine is one of the most exciting covers we have 
had. It was taken by Hans de Boer of Tasmania, and for our 
readers, this will most likely be the only opportunity you will ever 
have to see THE GALAXY OPAL. The Galaxy Opal is one of the 
largest and finest quality boulder opal ever mined. It has a complete 
spectrum of colours, making it one of the most highly prized opal 
ever seen. 

In October 1989, opal miner, Joe Grguranic unearthed one of 
Australia’s most significant opals, at the Opalville Mine, Lease no 
135 near Jundah, Central Queensland, (approximately some 1000 
kilometers - of Brisbane), this boulder opal specimen weighed just 
over 700 grams and measuring 97x 81 x 57 mm (roughly the size of 
a man’s hand). 

It was sent to Europe, (still in its partly rough form) and was 
purchased by a Swiss Goldsmith. The Opal was then taken to 
Australia on consignment, but the dealer only returned the stone 
after legal action was taken against him. Whilst in Australia the 
stone was re-cut by Michael Walsh, of Oplex Natural Gems in 
Melbourne. It took Michael several days to study and very carefully 
polish the stone and in doing so he brought out its most spectacular 
display of patterns and colours, weighing 2765 carats, and then 
named it The Galaxy... 

Export Award winning opal company, Cody Opal (Australia) Pty 
Ltd was appointed by the Swiss Goldsmith as the marketing agent 
for the stone and it was sold by Andrew and Damien Cody at the 
Bangkok Gem & Jewelry Show in 2004 to Robert & Robyn Menzies, 
who purchased it for an undisclosed sum. 

The stone is now for sale with a value worth in excess of 
$1,200,000. Details available from MS&G magazine. 
From Metal, Stone, & Glass, Autumn 2006 Volume 34 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Cracked Fingertips 

Here is a recent thread of discussion from the Orchid Digest on 
that topic that affects all of us who get our fingers wet constantly 
while cutting opals with a lapidary set.  The Editor 
From: Ajbinfo 

It happens all the time. Being in the Midwest in February my 
fingers are always cracking. Even wearing finger cots when 
polishing and keeping my hands out of the ultra sonic solutions don't 
help. A great solution when they crack is to super glue them. A small 
drop and let it dry. If it's a deep crack add a small drop and then 
press a piece of Kleenex. The tissue will stick. Peel away the excess 
and add another drop or two. It will crust up and act like a scab. By 
the time it falls or wears off the crack will heal. Of coarse you should 
read and follow the instructions on the package. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From: Starstones22 

The super glue fix was shown to my by a client who is a 
hairdresser and has her hands in water all day long. She showed 
me how to hold the crack open and apply one drop of super glue, 
then to squeeze the crack closed. It only takes a minute for the glue 
to dry. The glue acts as a suture and keeps the crack closed until 
the skin grows. I am told that super glue is something that surgeons 
use. It also helps to use rubber gloves when you have your hands in 
water, which I do until I get in a hurry, and then I get sloppy and next 
thing I know my fingers are cracked and bleeding once again. 
Best of luck, Batya 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From: Refined Designs 

OK, maybe you all are going to say that I'M cracked, but I just 
can't read one more tip about super gluing the cracks in our fingers 
without giving another viewpoint. I tried the super glue thing a few 
years ago and it worked great, but then I got to THINKING about 
what I was really doing. (Why oh why do we DO that? Thinking. It 
always leads to trouble...) Anyway, whatever super glue is made out 
of (synthetic stuff that the label warns you not to breathe or put your 
skin in contact with), you know it's not meant to get into your 
bloodstream, which is where it immediately goes when you put it on 
a cut. I figure with all the other pollutants we work and live with, why 
add more insult to injury? Just my personal opinion. 

What works for me is that 3M tan colored 1 inch wide stretchy 
waterproof tape that conforms nicely to one's fingertips (with a little 
artful folding) and lets your skin breathe (unlike most band-aids). I 
get 'em at the drug store. Obviously there's not much we in cold 
climates can do about the cold outside and the dryness inside, but 
an ayurvedic doctor told me it's aggravated by a vitamin deficiency. 
Just thought I'd throw that out there too. You can throw this all back, 
but I feel SO much better now. Now I can go back to my wax 
carvings and breathe in all that lovely wax dust :-) 
Cindy Crounse  - Refined Designs 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From: joel4 

The Galaxy Opal 

 
Close-ups of the Galaxy showing the amazing depth, range and 
play of colour, and showing the sheer size of the gem in the 
hands of Robyn Menzies 
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Cindy, 
There is a medical version of super glue called Dermabond. I 

know because I recently had some used on me in an emergency 
room to close a pretty deep cut on my forehead. It works great. I 
went in thinking that I needed stitches. 
Joel Joel Schwalb - joel4@optonline.net - www.schwalbstudio.com 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From: marly harris 
Tutti- 

Dermabond is available only to physicians, or so I was told. 
There is a product called Liquid Bandage made by Band Aid. I 
googled and it's available at my local Long's Drugstore. Crazy Glue 
is not what I want on my skin. However, I haven't checked the 
ingredients of Liquid Bandage and wouldn't I be surprised if it turned 
out to be cyanoacrylate - the same as Crazy Glue. - Marly 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From: Reva L Callaway 

But, I’ve heard that is what superglue was originally created 
for... closing wounds 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From: DAVEMARTAI 

That was a byproduct/beneficial use of it. It was first developed 
by the military in their quest for making cross hairs for gun sights 
(they've used spider webs as well as strong hair strands from 
American Indian women), it was too sticky and then they found other 
uses for it.  Marta 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From: Margaret Malm 
Reva- 

Actually, super glue was created accidentally by Eastman 
Kodak Co., (while trying to do something else.) I also created rather 
a problem for Kodak, because they found that nothing seemed to 
dissolve it, so that each time they made another batch, the 
(expensive!) container they made it in had to be destroyed. They 
were not trying to find something to close wounds. But, as one 
would expect, everyone immediately set about looking for uses for 
this new mystery glue!  -  Margaret (retired Kodaker) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From: Jena 

The Band-Aid liquid bandage package say the ingredients are: 
Formulated 2-octylcyanoacrylate containing paraben. 

I use it all the time and it works great. It is a two part product, a 
liquid in a dropper bottle and a wand with a form tip that they call the 
activator. The directions even say to apply to a bleeding wound to 
stop the bleeding. The only wounds it says not to use it on are burns 
and wounds with active signs of infection. It indicates you can use it 
on deep or puncture wounds and animal bites, but then to see a 
doctor. It is not a cheap product, 10 wands about $10!  -  Jena 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From: David J McIntyre 

It is certainly true that the cyanoacrilates will glue a crack in 
your skin together, thus stabilizing it while healing. I first had an 
experimental supply in 1961, it was then known as Eastman #310. A 
lot of variations have been made, but all work similarly. Over the 
years I've used it on many patients, on myself many times, my wife 
once, my kids several times-and one rather rambunctious grandson 
4 times! 

Use it in the following way: dry the crack or cut, touch in the 
minimum amount of glue possible-perhaps by transfer with a tooth 
pick or soldering pick, cover with a thin piece of polyethelene film or 
Saran, then squeeze the edges together. The glue "sets" by 
polymerization and cures in an instant under pressure. The plastic 
film comes right off and you won't have glued your good right thumb 
and index finger to your injured left index finger! 

Now, here's the important message. If you have dry skin, 
frequent cracking, itchy thickening and a gizillion other related 
symptoms you probably have a dietary deficiency in OMEGA-3 oils. 
You can test that easily and safely by taking two tablespoons full of 
flax seed oil (from the health food store refrigerator) each day for 3 

to 4 weeks. Other than possible stomach upset there seems to be 
no risk. If it works keep taking it. If so it's better to take it in the 
morning, it will make you feel full and you'll automatically eat a little 
less of other things. If you take it at bedtime you'll probably get fat!! 
My best to all, Dr Mac 
From the Orchid Digest from http://www.ganoksin.com, dated 3/1/06 
to 3/26/06.  Printed with permission of Ganoksin. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
A Rockhound in Iraq 
Rock Hunting in an Iraqi Combat Zone 
(Rockhounding at its Extreme) 
PART 4 of 5 

By Yonis E. Lone Eagle 
Howdy fellow Hunters of Natures Wonders. I hope everyone is 

doing Okie-Dokie and finding lots of good stuff on yalls local 
fieldtrips. I'm still here in Mosul, Iraq staying hydrated and trying to 
survive the extreme heat over here. Lately, it's been up around 135 
degrees during the days, and with cool nights around 110 degrees. 
Ahh what coolness. 

As for as the latest war news… I doubt very seriously that you 
will never see this information on any of the major news networks. 
But it's time for some good news for a change. All the following 
"Good News" can be verified on DoD web sites. 

Did you know when Saddam was in power, less than 10 
countries had embassies in Iraq. Now that he is gone, over 47 more 
countries have re-established their embassies in Iraq! 

Did you know when Saddam was in power, all government 
employees were only Sunni Arabs (the minority) totaling 500 
thousands. Now that he gone, the Iraqi government employs over 
1.2 million Iraqi people from all ethnic groups in Iraq! 

 Did you know when Saddam was in power, there were less 
than 1000 schools open throughout Iraq. Now that he is gone, over 
3100 schools have been renovated, 364 schools are under 
rehabilitation, 263 new schools are now under construction and over 
38 new schools have been completed in Iraq! 

And did you know that over 4.3 million Iraqi children were 
enrolled in primary school by mid October 2004! When Saddam was 
in power, less than 500,000 were enrolled. And did you know that 
Iraq's higher educational structure consists of 20 Universities, 46 
Institutes or colleges and 4 research centers. And did you know that 
25 Iraq students departed for the United States in January 2004 for 
the re-established Fulbright program!. 

Did you know that the Iraqi Navy is operational! They have 5 - 
100-foot patrol craft, 34 smaller vessels and a naval infantry 
regiment. 

Did you know that Iraq's Air Force consists of three operational 
squadrons, 9 reconnaissance and 3 US C-130 transport aircraft 
which operate day and night, and will soon add 16 UH-1 helicopters 
and 4 bell jet rangers! 

Did you know that Iraq has a counter-terrorist unit and a 
Commando Battalion! 

Did you know that the Iraqi Police Service now has well over 
55,000 fully trained and equipped police officers! And did you know 
that there are 5 Police Academies in Iraq that produce over 3500 
new officers every 8 weeks! 

Did you know there are more than 1100 building projects going 
on in Iraq! They include more than 364 schools, 67 public clinics, 15 
hospitals, 83 railroad stations, 22 oil facilities, 93 water facilities and 
69 electrical facilities. 

Did you know that 96% of Iraqi children under the age of 5 have 
received the first 2 series of polio vaccinations ever! 

Did you know that there are 1,192,000 cell phone subscribers in 
Iraq and phone use has gone up 158%! 

Did you know that Iraq now has free and open independent 
media that consist of 75 radio stations, 180 newspapers and 10 
television stations. More than ever in the history of Iraq. 

Did you know that the Baghdad Stock Exchange opened in 
June of 2004! 
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Did you know that 2 candidates in the Iraqi presidential election 
had a recent televised debate, first time ever in the history of the 
nation! 

And did you know that during the first national election in the 
history of Iraq this year that over 75% of the population voted for the 
first time. This included women voters for the first time. And it is 
estimated that 85 to 90% of the population will be voting in the next 
one. The US only averages about 35% of the population on Election 
Day? 

And all this is just the beginning. This does not account for all 
the ongoing humanitarian missions the U.S. military and coalition 
forces are doing on a daily bases like delivering needed food, clean 
drinking water and medical supplies to isolated villages and 
supplying them with electricity for the first time ever! It's interesting 
you never hear or see this kind of informative information on any of 
the news networks! 

Now for the "Rockhound News". I did finally found some 
more information about the green rocks that I strongly suspect that 

they are from the Jade family. I found that the closest Nephrite in the 
region came from the Turkistan area, central Asia between Iran and 
Siberia. It was the earliest known source of Nephrite that was used 
by early Chinese for carving. If what I found were Jadeite or 
Nephrite, it would be a new find and a new source in the area. 

My rock tumbler has been tumbling some very unique and 
wonderful creations of "Mother Earth". Well folks, you know the old 
saying, "A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words". I'll let these pictures 
speak for themselves.  

And I do have a question for my readers… It looks like I might 
have some problems getting all my rocks back to the states. Does 
anyone have any information that would help me get my rocks 
through U.S. Customs to be mailed back home??? If anyone has 
any information, please contact me through Rockroost. 

The Holidays are coming up and I'll be back home soon. I wish 
everyone a very happy and safe holiday season and good hunting 
on yalls local trips. Until my next report.... 

Yonis “Rock Pockets” Lone Eagle 
 

Rocks from Iraq 

   
Agate #3 found near Tikrit Astronomy rocks Fractured mystery rock #1 found near Tikrit 

   
Fossilized Gastropods in matrix Mystery green rock #1 found near Tikrit Two-toned Jasper #1 alternate view 

More links to pictures below that I didn’t have room to put in the newsletter. They can be found at 
http://www.rockroost.com/news-rockroost-report-Iraq4.shtml - The Editor 

Agate #1 found near Tikrit Agate #2 found near Tikrit Cool igneous Astronomy rock 

Fossilized Coral found in Qatar Fractured igneous rock #2 found near Tikrit Fractured mystery rock #1 alternate view 

Fractured mystery rock #2 found near Tikrit Fusilinids in matrix found near Tikrit Multi-colored agate #3 found near Tikrit 

Multi-colored Agates found near Tikrit Multi-colored bandeds found near Tikrit Multi-colored Comglomerate #1 found near Tikrit 

Multi-colored quartz fractured rocks found near 
Tikrit 

My Pet Rock Cyclops found near Mosul Mystery green rock #2 with Quartz band found 
near Tikrit 

Petrified wood found near Tikrit Quartz fractured found near Tikrit Two-Tone rock from Kuwait 

Two-toned Jasper #1 found near Tikrit Two-toned mystery rock found near Tikrit  
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Tecopa Terrific! 

By Jim Pisani 
I have heard and read about the Tecopa Opal Fields for 15 

years but have never had a chance to visit them.  They either 
seemed too remote, or the temperature was too hot, or I couldn’t get 
enough time together.  Well, this April my 6 year old, Johnny, was 
off from school for spring break and it was time for a family vacation.  
My family and I had wanted to see Death Valley for quite a few 

years, and April presented an excellent opportunity to visit the 
National Park before it got too hot.  It just happened that the Tecopa 
Opal Fields are an hour’s drive south of the park.  Well, why not 
combine a family vacation with a bit of good old rockhounding? 

The way we traveled to Death Valley from Orange County, 
California is the same way to Las Vegas via Interstate 15.  At Baker, 
the remote desert gas stop better known for having the ”Largest 
Thermometer in the World” (and some of the hottest temperatures to 
go with it), we turned left onto California Highway 127.  Tecopa is 
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about 47 miles north of Baker and about 60 miles south of Death 
Valley.  As we approached Tecopa over Ibex Pass, we could see 
the large expanse of ancient Lake Tecopa area, which is now an 
area of lakebeds and eroded badlands. (See Figure 1). 

We descended into valley of the Amargosa River and followed 
the coordinates on my GPS which I had gleaned from an old article 
in Rockhound Notes3. The area was a flat, dry wash off to my left 
with low, flat topped mesas surrounding it in the form of badlands, 
anywhere from 10 to 50 feet high.  Off to our right was a dry lake or 
playa.  Some adobe ruins marked the spot of some Americana 
history: the site of the Amargosa Borax Works.  In the summer of 
1883, the first of the world famous 20 mule team borax wagons ran 
from this site to the railhead at Dagett, 100 miles to the south west.  
The borax ore was scraped off of the adjacent dry lake with hand 
tools. It was refined to a concentrate at this mill, and then shipped in 
the wagons.  During the winter months, work was shifted to the 
richer and more famous deposits at the Harmony Works in Death 
Valley.  Some of us past the age of 40 remember using powdered 
Smith Borax to wash our hands with the twenty mule team picture 
on it. 

We turned left (west) off-road onto the wash, which was 
relatively flat and easy to drive on, for about ½ mile to the second 
set of GPS coordinates, passing another wash that went to the left.  
We got out, looked around, took some pictures.  We drove up the 
second wash about another mile.  The area is vast, with miles of 
badlands to explore.  We then we proceeded to Death Valley for the 
next 3 days.  We reserved 1/2 a day in our schedule to do some 
real digging on the way home. 

Three days later we returned to the first location. The geology 
that I observed was eroded, level strata.  (See Figure 3)  From 
earlier research, I realized I was looking at the sediment layers of 
Ancient Lake Tecopa, primarily 12 ash layers from a number of 
separate volcanic eruptions that occurred from 1.2 million years ago 
to 600,000 years ago.  The ash came from volcanic eruptions of the 

Mammoth Mountain Caldera near Bishop, California and 
Yellowstone Caldera in Wyoming.  Supposedly this ash settled on 
the bottom of the lake and over the thousands of years, water 
percolating through the as dissolved silica from the silica-rich ash 
and re-deposited it mysteriously as precious opal in cavities left over 
from the small aquatic animals - diatoms, sponges, etc. - that lived in 
Ancient Lake Tecopa. 1 

Here and there were signs of some digging, though not as 
much that I expected, counting only a handful of holes in the sides of 
the eroded mesas surrounding the wash.  We had about 2-3 hours 
to dig before leaving to get back to home at a reasonable hour. I 
immediately got in my digging garb and went up on the side hill by a 
hole with my pick and shovel and started digging. (See Figure 2)  
Rhonda and Johnny were still at the car getting dressed at a 
somewhat more normal pace.  After 30 minutes of hot, sweaty, 
dusty digging, struggling to stay balanced on the side of a hill 15 feet 
up, I realized I wasn’t finding much.  I could find in the gravel on the 
sides of the hill some color but I couldn’t see any in the hill.  I really 
didn’t know what I was looking for; I had read other description of 
“tiny opal tubes in mud nodules”.  What I was looking at didn’t seem 
to fit those descriptions.  I determined I was thirsty and decided to 
see how my family was proceeding and went to back to my SUV in 
wash.  While helping John dig holes in the wash with a small shovel, 
I noticed on the wash surface small pieces of a white material. I 
started looking closer at the debris in wash.  I immediately found 

more pieces of this white material.  In a Eureka moment I realized 
that the material was common opal.  It was embedded in the “mud” 
that the mesas were composed of but was in a rounded, eroded 
state; not the sharp, angular factures in place on the mesa.  I 
realized that the mud were the nodules that were mentioned in past 
articles.  It was saturated with silica and was quite hard and stable.  
I showed Rhonda and Johnny what to look for. 

I continued to look and found a tiny piece with color!  This was 
considerable easier that digging and reminded me of noodling in 
Australia. I found a few more pieces with color, one ¼ inch big! 
Johnny, in his earnest way, was showing me every other rock he 
could find and asking “Is this opal, Dad?”  Rhonda, after a couple 
false starts, said, “Jim, come look at this…”  I reluctantly got up and 
walked over to her, 15 feet from our car, expecting to see another 
piece of white agate in her hand.  Instead was a piece of opal the 
size of a nickel with red flash!  We were all elated! Later, after e-
mailing some photos of this opal to some of our AOS members, one 
said that it was the biggest opal he had ever heard of coming out of 
Tecopa. 

 Now let me preface what happened next with a comment 
about my wife; Rhonda shares my love of gems and minerals, but 
more of the “finished” kind; preferable set in 18 karat gold.  Digging 
for it has not spurred much interest in the past.  But being the good 
trooper she is, and seeing how our boy was so excited, she 
participated and hid any reluctance.  Now, after she found the big 
opal, Rhonda started wandering off with an intensity that I hadn’t 
seen before.  Two hours later, we had to coerce her back to the car 
so we wouldn’t get home after midnight! 

After we cleaned up, we visited the family owned China Ranch 
a few miles away. This is a must-see.  Getting there is a wild journey 

 
Figure 1: Ancient Lake Tecopa Outline.  The opal beds are to the left of the 
number 127 where the road bends to the north. 

Figure 2: Badlands of Tecopa – First Wash Location.  This photograph was 
taken from the mesa where I was digging.  The area near the car was where 
we noodled. 

 Opal Deposit 
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in itself, going down a steep canyon and discovering an oasis at the 
bottom.  This is the Amargosa River canyon where the normally 
underground river comes to the surface.  Here, there is an active 
date plantation where many varieties of dates are grown.  At the 
shop you can sample the different dates and other date goodies 
such as a refreshing date shake to cool down after a hard day 
mining.  Make sure you get there before 5 PM. when in closes (We 
didn’t!). To get there from opal site, take CA-127 to Tecopa Hot 
Springs Road and turn right.  Go a few miles to Old Spanish Creek 
Road and turn left.  Then turn right onto Furnace Creek Road. Look 
for the “China Ranch” sign and turn right onto the dirt road that 
descends into the oasis. 

China Ranch is near the historical Old Spanish Trail.  In fact, 
the road to the Ranch is part of the original trail.  The Trail was an 
1120-mile trade and emigration route from Sante Fe, New Mexico, 
to Los Angeles, California, for the first half of the 1800’s.  it was first 
used by the Spanish, then the Mexicans, and then American traders.  
Called the “Most Crooked Trail in the World”, it zigzagged across the 
southwest, its route being defined by where the watering holes were, 
not the shortest distance. 

Nearby on CA-127 is Zabriskie - an old town site on the 
Tonopah and Tidewater Railroad (T&TRR). In 1906 Zabriskie was a 
stop for miners headed for the Death Valley boomtowns.  The town 
included a few frame buildings and many wooden floored tents, and 
disappeared by 1920. The T&TRR was built by "Borax" Smith of 
Pacific Coast Borax in 1905, mainly to ship borax from the Death 
Valley mines to the Santa Fe Railroad at Ludlow, but also to tap 
traffic from the gold fields around Rhyolite. It built its own tracks over 
the 167 miles from Ludlow to Beatty.  It was dismantled in World 
War II for scrap for the war effort.  The grade still exists and can be 
seen running parallel to the highway in many places. 4 

There are many other gem and mineral deposits near Tecopa - 
agate, chalcedony, silver amethyst, etc.  Sperry Wash, south of 
Tecopa, is a good place for rockhounds.  Here there is petrified 
wood and agates. The Kingston Mountains have amethyst, which is 
a couple miles east of Tecopa.  Here they can be found in crevices 
on a cliff. 1 

Very close and not to be missed are the Tecopa Hot Springs, 
located on Tecopa Hot Springs Road, a few miles away.  The fee is 
$5 per person. Here, you can soak in the 103 degree waters after a 
hard day’s digging for opal. There are separate tubs for men and 
women and swim suits are not permitted.  There is a large RV park 
there also (phone - 760-852-4481). A small store and bar are 
located a mile south in the village of Tecopa. There are a few private 
resorts there – of note is Delight's Hot Springs (Phone -800-928-
8808), which has an RV park and kitchen equipped rooms. 

Shoshone is the closest spot to buy groceries, have a 
restaurant meal, or to stay in a motel. The trailer sites here are a few 

cuts above the Tecopa trailer park sites. The Shoshone Inn’s 

accommodations are standard motel units, and kitchenettes are 
available. The motel has a swimming pool, laundry, and cable TV. 
Phone - (760) 852-4335., Also, in Shoshone is the Shoshone Trailer 
Park This campground has RV and trailer sites with full hookups, 
showers, and laundry. Grassy tenting sites are also available. 
Weekly and monthly stays are possible, as well as overnight 
camping (Phone - (760) 852-4569). 5 

When I got home, I took a good look at our newly found 
treasures. Most of the opal was tiny, less than 1/8 inch in diameter. 
However, we had gathered a few substantial pieces.  (See Figure 5). 
Tecopa opal appears to be stable and not cracky. The opal, when 
fresh out of the ground, looked clearer. It seems that when the opal 
has been exposed to sun it turns white, appearing like cachalong 
opal. A small percentage of the opal was hydrophane; sticking to the 
tongue and "sizzling" when immersed in water. The opal cut and 
polished well and was harder that Virgin Valley.  Some of the "mud" 
surrounding is actually quite hard, probably opalized, and can take a 
polish also, though softer than the opal. 

The Tecopa area is about 230 miles from Orange County, 
California area and will take a good 4 hours to get there.  First, take 
the I-15 to Baker.  From Baker, turn left (north) on CA-127.  Take 
CA-127 for 43.9 miles to the intersection of CA-127 and the Old 
Spanish Trail Highway. Note your odometer reading or set your trip 
odometer at 0.0 at this point. Approximately 1.6 miles north of the 
junction, at waypoint TTURN (see GPS coordinates in table below), 
turn left and drive onto the obvious dry wash for 0.53 miles.  Stay to 
the right and park waypoint TOPAL1.  The popular place to dig is the 
mesas to your right. 

 
Figure 4: Rhonda and Johnny in their Opal Digging Garb.  Notice the strata 
and digging holes in the background. 

Figure 3: Tecopa opal beds hole showing strata.  This is the area where I 
dug. 

 
Figure 5: Rhonda’s Big Tecopa Opal.  She found this within 15 feet of our 
car.  Notice the “mud” surrounding the opal. 
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On the whole, the Tecopa area has many different attractions 
and is one of those terrific places in the West that is on the “A” list 
for rockhounds! 
References: 
1Geology Underfoot in Death Valley and Owens Valley – by Robert 
P. Sharp and Allen F. Glazner, Mountain Press Publishing, 1997 

2Agate, Chalcedony, And Precious Opal Near Tecopa, California, By 
James R. Mitchell, LAPIDARY JOURNAL, January, 1984 
3Tecopa’s Tiny Treasures, By Robin Conner, Rockhound Notes, 
April, 2002 
4Tonopah & Tidewater RR Scouting Expeditions, By John Brabyn 
5Onroute.com

 

GPS Coordinates to the Tecopa Opal Beds 

Latitude Longitude Elevation Waypoint 
Name Degrees Minutes Degrees Minutes Feet 

Description 

SPNTRL 35 50.904 -116 13.552 1339 Old Spanish Trail Highway 

TALCMN 35 52.322 -116 17.091 1365 Old Talc Mine  

TTURN 35 52.895 -116 15.664 1342 Tecopa Opal Beds Turn off of CA-127 

T2NDWSH 35 53.098 -116 16.010 1339 Tecopa Wash #2 Turn 

TOPAL1 35 53.184 -116 16.027 1352 Tecopa Wash #1 – Primary place to dig 

TOPAL2 35 52.922 -116 16.697 1375 Tecopa Wash #2  – other areas to dig 

ARMBR 35 53.206 -116 15.433 1345 Amargosa Borax Works 

TEC127 35 53.961 -116 15.510 1378 Tecopa Hot Springs Road 

ZABSTR 35 54.085 -116 15.570 1381 Old Zabriskie Station (site) 

TECSPR 35 52.550 -116 13.855 1401 Tecopa Hot Springs 

TECOPA 35 50.575 -116 12.768 1434 Town Of Tecopa 

CHNRNH 35 48.026 -116 11.649 1227 China Ranch 
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True Blue Opals Pty Ltd (AUST) 
Lightning Opals (USA Agent) 

 
Australia Contacts  USA Contacts 
Ph: 61 755 949612 
Fax: 61 755 949760 

Mobile: 61 419785454 

 Ph:  520 360 5255 
Fax: 520 299 2357 
Cell: 817 235 6578 

 
Email: salopals@aol.com / lightningopals@aol.com 

 
Specializing in: 

Lightning Ridge Black Opal Rough and Cut 
Opalized Fossils 

Inlay Crystal 
 

We also carry: 
Queensland Boulder Opal 

Koroit/Yowah Opal 
While Opal - rough and cut 

Silver / Gold Jewelry 
Doublets / Triplets 

 
Wholesalers of Australian Opals 

 
 

Gemsearch Australia Pty Ltd 
 

 
 

E-mail: Gemsearch@bigpond.com 
Http://www.opalsearch.com 

First - 1/2006 Last 6/2006 
 

Australian Opal Imports 
 

"Specializing in the Finest" 
Black Opal from Lightning Ridge 
Rough and Fine finished stones 

 
Gene and Loretta LeVan 

 
Phone: (562) 621-1805, FAX: (562) 621-1806 

http://www.australianopalimports.com 
fineblackopal@sprynet.com 

2201 East Willow St. D338, Long Beach, CA 90755 
Ad  from 5/06  5/07 

 
 

~ Wired Artist Opal Creations ~ 
 

http://www.wired-artist-jewelry.com/opal.html 

 
wired-artist@wired-artist-jewelry.com 

Started 3/06  - expires 3/07 
 

DVD for Sale 
 

The Precious Opals of Pedro Segundo 
An “Insider” Documentary 

 

By Jochen Knigge 
Crystal Opal is one of the rarest gemstones on our earth. 
Besides in Australia it is only found in the small town of Pedro 
Segundo, in northeastern Brazil. Immerse yourself in the 
exotic work of opals and discover the people who mine, cut 
and deal the “Queen of Gems”. 
 

The American Opal Society has a limited number these 
fantastic DVD’s for sale.  The cost is $15 plus shipping. 

Contact Jim Pisani at editor@opalsociety.org 
Phone: (714) 815-4638 
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Thank you for continuing to support your American Opal Society! 
 

TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP DUES / FEES) AMOUNT PAID 

All US Addresses including Alaska and Hawaii $25   
DUES: 
SELECT ONE International Members  All addresses outside of US Addresses $35   

ADDITIONAL BADGES  $5.00 each (First Badge free when joining) $5   

ONE TIME INITIATION FEE  All New members $10   

SENIOR DISCOUNT  Age 65 or over deduct $5 -$5   

TOTAL PAID  DUES, less Senior Discount plus Badge plus Initiation Fee (if Applicable)  
 

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to: 
American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 

An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet using PayPal.com.  To pay, just log onto your PayPal account 
and “Send Money” to the AOS account, membership@opalsociety.org. There is no transfer charge! 

 
NAME 
 
 
BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX 

CITY STATE 

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) 

PHONE - Home 
(           ) 

PHONE - Business 
(           ) 

FAX 
(           ) 

E-MAIL 

WEBSITE 

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

 
MEMBERSHIP ROSTER and NEWSLETTER MAILING: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal 
Express. Your name will be included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is 
different from the information above, please note that on the application. 
 Address 

 
 Phone  E-mail  Website  E-Mail the Opal Express Newsletter instead of Postal Mail 

 Include my name & address on a list provided to the Dealers selling at our Annual Opal & Gem Show. 
 

Please sign here: ________________________________________       Date _____________ 
 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 
The American Opal Society. 

Copyright 2006. All rights reserved. 
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise 

Reserved. 
Editor-Jim Pisani 

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA  92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

Are Your Dues Due Now? 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL. If your label shows the 
current month/year your dues are DUE NOW. If the date is older, your 
dues are overdue. 
A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. If your 
dues are due now you will receive two additional issues of the 
newsletter. Please note, however, that as the system is now set up, if 
your renewal is not received you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped 
from membership thereafter. It is your responsibility to assure your 
dues are current. 
Thank you, 
The Editor 

    American Opal Society Membership Renewal 

NAME BADGE ORDER FORM: 
PLEASE PRINT NAME AS YOU 
WISH IT TO APPEAR ON YOUR 
BADGE using up to two (2) lines 
of text for your name, nickname, 
or name of your opal related 
business. 
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The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 
P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
 

 

  

Volume #39 Issue #06 
June 2006 

   

 
Some Topics In This Issue: 
 
• Famous Opals: The Galaxy Opal 
• Cracked Fingertips 
• A Rockhound in Iraq 
• Tecopa Terrific! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Info: 
Board Meeting 
May 30th 
 
General Meeting 
June 8th 

• Los Angeles studio jeweler 
Beth Rosengard will give a 
presentation on designing for 
and setting opals of all kinds. 

 
• Please bring your best opals 

for comparison as side bar 
this meeting. 

 
— GENERAL MEETINGS — 

 
2nd Thursday of the Month 

7:00 pm - 9:00 PM 
Garden Grove Civic Women’s Club 

9501 Chapman Ave. 
(NE corner of Gilbert & Chapman) 

Garden Grove, CA 
 

MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 

 

 

The American Opal Society 
http://OpalSociety.org 

 

Eugene LeVan 
Jim Lambert 
Russ Madsen 
Jim Pisani 
 

President 
Vice-President 
Treasurer 
Editor & Webmaster 
 

(562) 621-1805 
(714) 891-7171 
(562) 884-2254 
(562) 797-5239 

email: fineblackopal@sprynet.com 
email: jlamb777@yahoo.com 
email: chairman2rgm@cs.com 
email: editor@opalsociety.org 
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