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President’s Message

~NOoOOTWwWwWwWwEr

By Pete Goetz

The 2011 OPAL and Gem is now a memory; for most of us a
pleasant one. This year's show went off smoothly and efficiently
thanks to our great group of volunteers.

Reception Desk: Veronica, LaVerne and several Board
members off and on. Food Service: Bob, Evelyn, Eva, Debbie and
her husband. Russ: coordinating food and table sourcing. There
were a bunch of folks helping with table set-up: Electrical &
Seminars: Jim Pisani; Jim Lambert with security. | am looking
forward to next year’s show. Thanks everybody.

Well, for next year we will be working to improve acquisition of
new members and the retention of current members. We will also
be encouraging the general membership to become more active.
More on this to come.

Remember, December 8th is our annual Christmas Dinner. The
main dish is being provided (Turkey and Ham.) If you are going to
attend, please bring a side dish or dessert.
e e L

44™ Opal & Gem Show Summary & Photos
By Jim Pisani

We had a fairly good show this year, with 28 dealers
participating. The Opal Society did well as far as making money,
with 46 tables being sold. However, attendance seemed smaller
than last year, with the rain on Sunday and the poor economy
probably contributing. [I've attached a list of the dealers from the
show if any member is interested in contacting them.

We also made a profit this year selling food, where we usually
lose money on. Bob Dixon and his crew sold sandwiches, chili,
nachos, soft drinks, cookies, and chips. This allowed show guests
to remain at the show if they were hungry. We also did fairly well
with the drawing. We are still tallying the tickets.

One thing we did determine is that we can probably fit another
12 tables in the halls and can charge for them. This could be
another 6-10 dealers.
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Andamooka Painted Lady at the Opal Art Australia tables

We are still trying to find ways of getting the word out (publicity)
for the show. We put an ad in Rock & Gem Magazine, send out
around 8000 e-mails, and sent out postal mail 2500 flyers. For
2012, we are looking into costs to advertise on Google Ads and
other Internet websites. If any one has good experience with this,
please contact me at editor@opalsociety.org.

We had 4 seminars this year, reducing the number from 8 the
previous year, manly to save money and make it easier to manage
time wise. We do pay the speakers a fee to speak. If members are
willing to speak for free (good tax deduction), we can increase the
number of seminars.
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A beautiful collection opalized mussels

Purpura

from True Blue Opals

Our greeter Veronica

New ealer Don Rankin
of Opal Art Australia

Rick Ashbrook

A new type of illuminated geode art by

Eva Coan

Long time dealer Sal Chavez and member

Carvig Demonstrator
Sammy Florida

44" Opal & Gem Show Dealers

Name Company Telephone E-mail Website
Jeff Hao émenAs[an Business 626-569-0561 ameri_asian@yahoo.com
orporation
Rick Ashbrook Ashbrook & Associates 714-553-3983 risckashbrook@hotmail.com

Larry Hoskinson

Australian Opal

310-318-2170

lesneff@aol.com

Eugene LeVan

Australian Opal Imports

562-621-1805

fineblackopal@sprynet.com

http://www.australianopalimports.com

David Burton

Burton's Gems & Opals

714-827-5680

gemsandopals@earthlink.net

Sal Chavez

Casa De Lumbre

408-926-7261

zrchavez@sbcglobal.net

Stan McCall

Custom Creative Gem
Cutting

714-220-9282

custom-creative@earthlink.net

http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/

Andrew De Boer

De Boer's Gemstone
Treasures

949-929-1484

precan@yahoo.com

Gabriel Mosesson

Ethiopian Imports

323-516-9442

gabrielmosesson@gmail.com

http://www.ethiopiaimports.com

Gerard Pope

Gems & Jewelry by
Gerard Pope

213-595-0485

gnppp@hotmail.com

Tony Thurber In A Flash 801-743-0458 amthurber@comcast.com www.inaflashopalinlay.com
Earl Butts Earl Butts 714-270-6553

Ken Gard Ken Gard jagard@roadrunner.com

Donna Schultze Iﬁ?jﬁﬁc?;amond 818-882-2423 donna@lascodiamond.com http://www.lascodiamond.com

Sally Patel

Lightning Opals, Inc.

817-300-6909

Lightningopalsus@aol.com

http://www.trueblueopals.com

Pedro Banuelos

Los Laureles Opals Mex

510-393-6573

laurelesopalsmex@yahoo.com

Hafid Aboubker

Moroccan Fossils and
Minerals

760-805-6475

xwql59@yahoo.com

http://www.mineral-fossil-midelt-morocco.com

Shinko Kuramochi
Lin

No Stone Left Unturned

714-501-5988

mlin8873@yahoo.com

Donald Rankin

Opal Art Australia

08-83818657

rainbowmatrix@bigpond.com

Craig Aaker Opal of Australia 562-277-8288 craig@OpalOfAustralia.com http://www.opalofaustralia.com/
Stan Pegram Owyhee Sunset Mines 208-337-3521 jimsopals@dslextreme.com
Jim Runkle Poor Boys Opals 386-985-5376 jimsgems@hotmail.com http://PoorBoysOpals.com

Robert Redmond

Robert's Estate Jewelry

831-588-7570

roberte1106 @yahoo.com

http://www.veroniqueosc.com

Lothar Vallot

Santiago Canyon
College

714-893-6643

ovdiamonds@aol.com

http://www.sccollege.edu

David Pickering

Starlite Jewelry

951-678-4616

starlitejewelry@live.com

http://Starlite-Jewelry.com

Jason Gold

Tanzanite Mining Co.

714-892-1006

JasonPGold@yahoo.com

Matti Tikka

Tikka Opals

61-7-55469324

mattitikka@bigpond.com.au

Dr. Walter Johnson

Walter Johnson

donnawalt@earthlink.net
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OpalSociety Group on the Internet

The American Opal Society has an on-line e-Group called
“OpalSociety”. If is for members to communicate on club activities
and as a discussion forum for all things opal. It is located at
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/OpalSociety/ .

All members are invited to join and by clicking on the button
“Join This Group” on the web page to join.
+++++++++++

Members Only Website Password
To log onto the website’'s members
http://opalsociety.org/aos_members _only area.htm
“member” and Password: “opalshow”.
+++++++++++ -+

Paperless Newsletter

Want to see color photos in your copy of the newsletter? Sign
up for electronic delivery of the newsletter, and enjoy an added
bonus by saving the club postage cost and a reduced membership
fee! Also, you are saving paper. Simply contact Jim Pisani at

editor@opalsociety.org.
+++++++++++ -+

Opal Cutting Tips (Part 2)
By Steve Newstrom, Village Smithy Opals
(http://www.villagesmithyopals.com)

only area at:
type: Name:

Introduction to Opal Carving and Contouring

- g o 0l

A delightful example of a carved Lightning Ride stone.
Photo courtesy Len Cram, carving artist unknown.

Here is a text that was designed for to be a lesson plan for my

opal cutting classes and eventually turned into a magazine article for
Rock & Gem magazine. Hope it is of some use in fine-tuning your
opal cutting skills.
On one of our buying trips to Australia, Darlene and | were lucky
enough to attend a two-day opal carving course taught by Stuart
Jackson, a master opal carver and cutter at the TAFE on Hutchison
Street in Coober Pedy. The brief synopsis presented here is loosely
based on that carving class with tidbits thrown in from personal
experience. Keep in mind this is not the only way to carve opal, just
one method that has proven comfortable and that works well for me
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EQUIPMENT: MOTOR UNITS

For opal carving and general jewelry work, | prefer the small,
motorized hand pieces that fit comfortably in your fingers/almost like
holding a pen. ‘Marathon Micro-Motor System’ is available from Rio
Grande and Gesswein. This unit has a 35,000rpm motor, foot control
and runs on either 220V or 110V. It uses a small, powerful motorized
hand-piece that fits comfortably in your hand. Price is the drawback
with the Marathon unit. as it is listed at US$395.00. A very good
alternative is the Foredom SR Flex Shaft System which is also
available from Rio Grande. This unit has a forward /reverse selection
that is useful to keep debris from flying into your face. It has a collet-
based hand piece (44T) that is not as convenient as a chuck-based
hand piece (#30). These flex shaft units run from US$175.00 (SR) to
US$400.00. Have a look at a couple of catalogs and decide which
units are best for you. Rio Grande can be reached at 800-545-6566,
Gesswein at 800-243-4466, Kingsley North at 800-338-9280 and
Contendi at 800-343-3364 . When carving, | use two units with a
different cutting point in each hand piece to decrease the time
required to change points.

EQUIPMENT: CARVING ABRASIVES AND POLISHES

For roughing out the opal | like to use the small, nickel-plated,
150 grit diamond points available in 20/30 piece assortment sets
with many different sizes and shapes. They are very inexpensive
and last a long time on the relatively soft opal. The inexpensive
points are sold, in most cases, in coarse grits. Lasco Diamond
Products (800-621- &/
4726) has a great
assortment of different [
grits (and shapes) of
diamond points
available.  The  big
advantage in using finer
diamond (400 & 600
grit) point wheels is that
deep scratches can be
smoothed out much
quicker than using the
Cratex wheels. On the
Moh’s hardness scale
opals rate 5.5 to 6.5
while quartz gems rate
7.0. After | have roughed out an approximate design with the
diamond points, | switch to course Cratex wheels of various shapes
to finalize the carving design. Then | am ready to begin the
smoothing process. | store the wheels in labeled individual organizer
boxes to avoid cross contamination. Use one box for each different
grade of abrasive. | work my way down from course to medium to
fine and then extra fine. The Cratex wheels are soft and lose their
shape in a relatively short period of time. But fear not, they can be
used down to the nub by reshaping when spinning against the cut on
an old ‘bastard’ file. This name is not a reference to the character of
the file. After the Cratex wheels have done their job and there are no
more deep scratches seen when finishing with extra fine (check
carefully with your Optivisor to avoid repeating this process after you
have reached the polishing stage and it becomes very obvious), |
switch to diamond compound on small felt wheels of various shapes.
Apply the compound directly on the felt buffs/no extender fluid
needed. After finishing with extra fine Cratex | switch to 1200 grit
diamond. | then progress to 3000 grit, 14,000 grit and then to 50,000
grit. If you have some ‘perfectionistic’ blood coursing through your
veins, go on to 100,000 grit and see if it makes a difference.
Cleaning the stone and your hands well between diamond grit steps
is essential to a good polish. Be sure to keep your felt/diamond buffs
of different grits, separated from one another, by storing in labeled
individual organizer boxes.

-
A marathon Micro-motor power unit and

hand piece with felt

attached.

polishing  buff
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INTRODUCTION: WHY CARVE?

Since opal carving or contouring is so labor intensive, | usually
reserve opals that show no promise for traditional cabochon cutting
for this procedure. There are several reasons that opals may not be
suitable for traditional cabochon cutting. The most common reason
e : is that the shape of the
i|opals may be very
irregular/thick on one
end and thin on the
other or thick on the
ends and very thin in

the center. Another

reason found in very

‘top gem’ grade

material is that you may

need to contour the

An assortment of very inexpensive,|stone to save every
diamond abrasive carving points. carat of material

available in the rough
stone. This may allow a creative gem cutter to convert an opal that
was estimated to finish out into a $1,500 gem into a stone that sells
for $2,000. One more reason to carve an opal is to create an object
of art. This art object may have a structure completely different than
and not dependent on, e

the shape of the stone
or available fire |4
pattern, and the stone |
is used only as a|
medium for the final |
project (this won’'t be
covered in this article,
but it would not be
difficult to utilize these
techniques to perform |3
this function). Another |
reason is to be able to |
shape a stone to follow
an irregular or
undulating fire layer, to
cut a concave face on
a boulder opal seam or
to remove an
irregularity or flaw (such as a sand pocket) from the middle of a
stone by only removing a small amount of opal. Mastering these
techniques is relatively simple and allows a gem cutter much more
freedom in selecting rough and allows one to greatly improve the
final yield from a parcel of opal!

Keeping both hands firmly supported on
the table will prevent accidently grinding an
unwanted area. Use a towel to cushion
writs and forearms.

TECHNIQUE: STUDYING YOUR OPAL
After | have selected a piece of rough, | study the stone to determine
how best to begin carving. Keep in mind factors such as sand
pockets, irregular
surfaces, undulating
fire lines, directionality
of the fire and a final
design that is pleasing
to the eye. When you
have exposed the
‘heart of the opal’ by
grinding away any
opaque surface
layers, begin planning
on removing any extra
potch or sand pockets
while planning for an
‘eye pleasing’ final |Keeping your pollshlng buffs organized in
design that uses the [separate boxes of like grits, will prevent
fire lines or fire |cross contamination.
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patterns to enhance the beauty of the gem. Yes, what you are
thinking is correct/this is the hard part! Some of my favorite shapes
are geometrics, swirls, waves and shapes that ‘suggest’ natural
objects without too closely resembling them. This will remove the
burden of trying to exactly reproduce plants, animals or
scenery/something that may require the skills only available with
formal art training.

TECHNIQUE: CARVING

Begin grinding away the colorless skin of the opal using your
diamond bits or cabochon cutting lapidary wheels. When you have
exposed the ‘heart of the opal’ begin planning on removing any extra
potch or sand pockets -
while planning for an ‘eye
pleasing’ final design that
uses the fire lines or fire |
patterns to enhance the [
beauty of the gem. Yes, |
what you are thinking is |
correct/this is the hard |
part! Some of my favorite |/
shapes are geometrics,
swirls, waves and shapes
that ‘suggest’ natural
objects without closely &

resembling them. This |Beware of the metal rivets on the tops of
will remove the burden of ihe felt buffing wheels. These rivets can

trying to exactly |geeply scratch your opals.
reproduce plants,

animals or scenery/something that may require the skills only
available with extensive art training. With a shape or design in mind
begin grinding with the small 150 grit diamond plated points. Keep in
mind that the ball tips and the cylinder shaped tips are used the most
so several kits of the same shapes are needed. They are
inexpensive and at the time of writing this article, varied from
US$7.55/ kit (20 piece) to US$10.45 (30 piece). These points cut
fast and can be used wet or dry. | know that sounds like
blasphemy/dry cutting opals, but there is very little heat build-up with
the small points. | have yet to have a problem. Dry grinding opals
releases silica dust into the air and inhaling silica dust causes
silicosis. Wearing a dust mask would be a very good idea! Also, eye
protection is important as the Cratex wheels are not designed to run
at 35,000rpm and may fly apart if you accidentally use too much
speed. Motor operated hand pieces (or flex shaft units) have a bad
habit of getting away from you due to the effects of centrifugal force
and friction. You may end up grinding an area on your project that
was not meant to be ground. To prevent this from happening, you
must keep both hands resting on and well supported by the bench or
bench pin. When you have roughed in your design to the
approximate shape, change to the coarse Cratex wheels and
remove the scratches produced by the 150 grit diamond points. You
will also be finalizing the shape of your contoured or carved opal.
Continue on with medium, fine and extra-fine Crates wheels
removing scratches from previous wheels and fine tuning the shape.
Inspect your work well with magnification between steps, to be sure
that scratches from previous Crates wheels have been removed.
Keep in mind that you don’t want to use high speed with the Cratex
wheels or they will come apart. Another ‘gotcha’ with Cratex wheels
is they produce a lot of heat, so if you are cutting dry, check your
work often for heat buildup and keep the speed down. Before
progressing to the diamond compound prepolish/polish stage, give
your work area a general clean up. Dust away any abrasive from the
Cratex wheels and wipe down your workbench with a wet cloth or
paper towel to remove all debris. Wash your hands and your work!

TECHNIQUE: POLISHING
Now begin pre-polishing with 1200 grit diamond. A note of
caution: Some of the felt buffs have metal rivets exposed on the
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tops. If this metal should come in contact with your opal it will deeply
scratch your work and make you very sad/beware!! Continue on with
3,000 grit diamond compound on felt buffs, then onto 14,000
diamond and then to 50,000 for a high polish. Inspect CAREFULLY
with magnification between each step to be sure you don’t have
deep scratches remaining. As | said earlier, you may try 100,000
diamond for the ultra-super high gloss polish. OK/this is the moment
of truth. Put on your Optivisor (or equivalent) and relying on good
lighting, closely inspect your work. At this point scratches will stand
out on the highly polished surface. You may need to repeat a few
steps using diamond grit to remove scratches (or even to the Cratex
wheels). Don’t feel bad. This is pretty much routine and part of the
process, because it is very difficult to see scratches until you reach
this stage. At least that is what | have been telling myself all these
years! Opals are one of the most beautiful of God’s creations! After
spending a day cutting gem grade opals | can still see the beautiful
multi-colored flashes of fire when | close my eyes at night. These
delightful stones are

unknown millennia in the making. If we can find a way to gently
transform more of this precious stone into finished works of beauty,
instead of dust in the bottom of a grinder pan, it is surely time not
wasted.

REFURBISH YOUR WORN OUT DIAMOND BELTS

| just hate to throw away perfectly good diamond sanding belts
with no useable diamond abrasive remaining. The belt integrity
seems fine but the diamond abrasive is gone. With diamond powder
so inexpensive, | thought with a little ingenuity, | could make a good
working belt out of an old worn out belt. And | did! | believe this
procedure would work for Nova wheels as well.

Enough
bragging. Let's get
down to it. | clean

the belt thoroughly
with acetone. Read
the warnings on the
acetone can, it is
dangerous stuff.
Place the belt over
an expanding drum
or old grinding
wheel (just to give it
a solid backing) and
suspend on a dowel
between two stacks [*
of books or boxes
so the belt/wheel
hangs free and can

Everything you need to resurface a worn
diamond belt.

be rotated easily by hand.

| use Hughes Epoxy 220 made by Hughes Associates out of
Wayzata MN. The epoxy hardens without being brittle and mixes
well with the diamond powder. | use the small plastic measuring
cups for liquid medication doses that are available in drug stores, for
measuring and mixing. Mix 1teaspoonful equal amounts of hardener
and resin in the small cup. Then dump in a 5 carat vial of the
appropriate grade of diamond powder and mix thoroughly again.
This is not 5 Minute Epoxy, so you have plenty of time to mix. Mixing
is very important here as small lumps of abrasive will lower the
effective grit of your abrasive and cause the finer abrasive grades to
cause scratches. Mix/Mix/Mix.
Apply the epoxy-diamond mixture to the belt smoothly using the
disposable acid flux brushes pictured below. Apply in a thin coat so
there are no lumps or thick areas. The epoxy sets up in one hour
(hardens in 8 hrs.) so you must keep rotating the belt every few
minutes to keep mixture from running on the belt. A heat lamp or
warm desk lamp greatly reduces hardening times, but don’t get the
belt too hot. One teaspoon (and 5 carats diamond) is enough for 1-
6in X 2in belt. | usually have a little left over. Ten carats is about right
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for a 8in X 3in belt. | would toss the used brushes so you don’t cross
contaminate although they can be cleaned with acetone and reused
for the same grits or coarser.

I recently finished a 600 grit belt and it cuts faster than a new

belt just out of the box. | have an older 220 grit diamond-sanding
belt, that | refurbished 2 years ago, and it seems as though it will
never wear out.
NOTE: Even if a thick coat is applied uniformly, it tends to run, giving
you a bumpy belt (though they are certainly still useable, | have a
bumpy belt that has been used for several years and is finally
beginning to smooth out as the diamond wears off). | would try 2 thin
coats (1/2 the diamond powder per coat) rather than 1 thick coat, to
give your wheel extended life.

Ethiopian Welo Opal: Cutting Tips
By Steve Newstrom

The new opal deposit in Ethiopia, in Wello Province in the north
of the country, is producing spectacular crystal opal displaying very
bright play-of-colors in a variety of patterns. The opals in this new
deposit, discovered in 2008, are nodule-like stones in an unusual
variety: where some stones resemble top Mexican fire opal with
excellent play-of-color, others resemble subtle dream-like stones
from Brazil and many resemble bright crystal opal from the
Andamooka opal field of South Australia. It's easy to become
enamored with this opal.

Most of the opal from Wello is hydrophane opal. Hydrophane
opal quickly absorbs water and the opal’s base color appearance
changes, becoming very clear. The play-of-color, though not entirely
disappearing, fades out. But luckily this is only a temporary problem.
When the opal is allowed to air-dry for 3-4 days, almost like magic,
the body color and play-of-color return to normal. Some of this opal
becomes milky white when going through its drying process, but it
too returns to its normal crystal or semi-crystal state, although it may
take a few days longer to become clear again and for the play-of-
color brightness to return.

When cutting this material | use Elmer's Glue-All to glue the
stone to a " x 5” long wooden dop stick. Let the stone dry
overnight, then coat the non-waterproof glue with a coating of clear
fingernail polish to make it waterproof. | use a 220-grit diamond
grinding wheel to rough grind the stone: dry. Opal’s relatively soft
and a 220-grit diamond wheel cuts fast enough and also doesn’t
leave the deep scratches (and won’t be as likely to chip) that an 80
or 100-grit wheel will, especially when working dry. Watch for heat
and dust (you will definitely want to use a mask if you're doing a lot
of opal cutting as opal dust can cause silicosis), but with light
pressure on a diamond wheel, opal doesn’t heat much. It is very
important to check your stones temperature often.

| like to do the rough grinding dry, allowing the stones play-of-
color to stay bright, to properly orient and rough shape the stone (if
the stone has a uniform fire pattern throughout orienting is not a
problem & rough grinding can be done wet). But once that is
completed | go to my normal water-cooled method of opal cutting
using a 320 grit belt, on an expanding drum for final shaping of the
stone. And 600-grit will remove any leftover flat spots and course
scratches; then onto 1200-grit and 3000-grit with a final polish using
a mix of tin oxide and Linde A (10:1 ratio) or 14,000 grit diamond.
50,000-grit diamond will give you a super final polish. Remove the
fingernail polish coating by swirling in a jar with acetone in it for
about 20 seconds (careful acetone is VERY flammable). Soak in a
glass of water for 2-3 hours and the stone should fall off of the dop
stick. If not let the stone soak overnight. I've never had a problem
releasing the opal if it is allowed to soak in water overnight.

One weakness these stones seem to have is sensitivity to
pressure: they can easily crack with anything more than moderate
pressure. Unfortunately this cracking can take place right down the
middle of the stone. This isn’t a crazing problem as you might find in
Australian or Mexican opals, but a tendency to be fragile as you
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might find when cutting garnets. It's especially noticed when
flattening the backs of cabochons on a flat lap. So please use
caution when grinding and sanding these gems. And a slow gentle
touch is ok as opals are a relatively soft and fragile stone that
responds well to abrasives.

To accelerate the drying time | use a quart Mason jar half full of
silica gel desiccant. Leave the stones in the jar overnight and in most
cases, the stones have returned to their original color and
brightness. I've recently spoken to an opal customer who lives in a
very humid area and his cut Welos have taken an extended time to
return to their original bright colorful condition after wet cutting. His
solution sounds scary, but he’s had good luck (a dozen good stones
at this writing). He uses a programmable burnout oven and sets the
temperature for 65-70 degrees Celsius. He programs the heating
cycle to warm at 2C/minute and leaves the stone at temperature for
1 hour and then allows the stones to cool down naturally. He says
his stones have dried beautifully without a problem.

Another opal cutter has come up with an effective and less
expensive method of drying his stones. He uses a desk lamp with a
60 watt incandescent bulb (standard round bulb, not spot light) and
positions his stones about 10”-12” below the bulb, very gently
heating the stones overnight. Be very careful with this method and
test on a piece of saturated potch before trying on a gem cabochon.

If you plan to carve this opal (it carves wonderfully) and are
using syringes filled with color-coded diamond paste, beware of the
color staining the opal. I've switched to mixing my own diamond
compound (1200, 3000 and 14,000 grits) with a mixture of diamond
powder and clear baby oil, it's even a bit cheaper and it smells
better. If you want it thicker add a bit of Vaseline and stir well. Or for
a different consistency, I've heard melted bees-wax or Crisco have
worked well. | like to carve this material using a combination of
diamond/metal bonded grinding points, Cratex points (coarse,
medium, fine and extra-fine) for sanding and diamond compound on
bullet shaped felt points (see opal carving/contouring, a separate
article above) dry. When working dry, using these techniques, you
won’t have the color change problems associated with working wet.
I've found that as long as I'm VERY careful with heat, checking the
stones temp often; this opal can be successfully cut dry. But it is
heat sensitive, like other opals, so care must be taken working
without water.

Keep in mind this is just one of many cutting techniques that will
accomplish the same result: a beautiful, well cut opal cabochon. The
important things to remember are: cut slowly, avoid over-heating
your stones, smooth out flat areas and polish your opals well:
checking carefully for scratches.
+4++++

Continuing with Chapter 17 of the book

From Rags to Riches & Disasters
By Peter Greisl
Chapter 17 — The Start of a New Life

Having been brought up as a roman catholic, not by choice but
by my parents. | was not following the faith, but | never denied there
is a god or some superior being, how can anyone explain this event
what happened when we were on the verge of destitution etc., and
then this happened with the job the groceries. And for that | will be
most grateful but whom do | thank for pulling me and my family out
of the pit of certain peril, | could only say, “Thank You Lord.”

I went all spic and span down to the Co-Op and Doug
McCullumn was waiting, he took me in to the Butcher shop and
showed where everything was and the ledger where everything is
recorded, then the list of Suppliers were we ordered the meat etc.
from. He gave me a run down about the average consumption
(Sales) per month of meat etc. | told him | will go over the ledger and
familiarize myself with it. | looked how the meat was cut up and what
manufactured products there were apart from sausages. | noticed
there could be some improvements with the processing of the meat
to supply better cuts to give the customer better value for their
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money without affecting the profitability of the Butcher shop. A few
additional processed meat products | can introduce to make better
use of the off cuts, which adds to the profit, there was too much
waste of meat which was left on the bones when boning the
carcasses.

| had no problem with the Shop and now being the Manager |
just had to implement the things | saw fit and | had card blanch from
Doug McCallumn.

I met Anne the sales girl and we got on very well and she was
pleased when | told her of my intentions with the shop. She told me
about her husband, he is working a claim on Boundary Rider, she
added that they were thinking of leaving the fields end of the year,
they had a very simple two bedroom fibro cottage with an enclosed
annex which could be used as a third Bedroom their place was right
next to Doug Johnsons (Opal Buyer) place.

Anyhow everything went fine the first day. | finished at 4pm and
| showed Doug the meat | took which was 3 Pork chops, he said if
the small take 5, 2 for you and Chris 2 and for your daughter one,
just make a note in the ledger of the weight. He said you don’t have
to show me every time, just take enough for a decent meal.

| thanked him and | went home.

Bloody Pork Chops Peas and Mushrooms for dinner “Fantastic”
We cancelled the Mutton Order from Jack Dutton, he was not too
happy about it but he understood.

Over the next few days | kept going to the claim just about every
day to check and make sure that everything was ok. | also called at
my lunch break on a Tuesday at the Police Station that was when
the Mine Warden was there, and | explained the situation that there
will not be the required activity for about three weeks, he made a
note and said “that’s fine, | am glad you took the time to inform the
department meaning me.” So that was taken care off.

The week passed and nothing strange or serious did happen. |
did ask at the Post office if there was any news from Johnny,
nothing. So | continued the way it was, but | just did not accept that
Johnny would have double crossed me.

Saturday was here and | finished at the Shop at 12 noon for the
weekend, so | went home and changed in to some mining gear and
told Chris | am going to the claim and start taking out some dirt, |
cannot wait any longer. Just as | was getting out the door, a Voice
behind me said, “Not so hasty let me get changed, you are not going
alone.” | spun around and there was Johnny, with his little suitcase
and a couple bags in his hand. | just hugged him and | said to him,”
Boy you are a great sight for sore eyes, have | got a Story to tell you
of what happened since you left.” He replied, “How about you call it a
day and we start tomorrow fresh, and we just exchange stories have
a great dinner and form a plan of attack. By the way | have a couple
things for you guys and Beatrix.” Of course as Beatrix heard her
name she came out flying and so did Chris, they both hugged
Johnny. It was a great reunion. One thing what that did was, it
reinstated my judgment and faith | had in people.

| gave Chris the Meat parcel and ask her if she could turn this in
to a feast fit for Kings, she just smiled and said, “You bet | can.”
Johnny took his case into his room and returned, He said, “Before
you get to industrious | got a couple of things to tell you, but first
here is a little something for you Beatrix,” he pulled out a parcel of
the paper bag and handed it to Beatrix, all excited she just ripped the
packaging open and her eyes widened and she just exclaimed,” Oh
Boy,” She got 5 different kind of coloring in books, a box of colored
Crayons, and a box of colored pencils. She thanked and hugged
Johnny and gave him a kiss. Chris said, “Well that will keep her
occupied for quite some time.” Johnny then got the other bag and
pulled out a large box of Chocolate Liqueurs, and handed it to Chris,
and of course the same reaction hugs and kisses for Johnny.

He produced a yellow envelope and opened it and pulled out
the AGC Coupon book and showed me the entries of the payments
he made, and then he handed me

$ 300 and said, | hope this helps a little.” | was dumbfounded
and said, “What's that?” He explained, | sold my Motorbike while |
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was in Adelaide, | got $ 600 for it and | used $ 200 to get back and |
want you to have $300.00 for my board and food etc., and if | want a
drink or whatever | still got $ 100 which should last me for a while.” |
could see tears building up in Chris’s eyes and | said,” Johnny you
are a good man and friend, Yes | will except the money and it will be
used for items we need and not relating to food.” Johnny told us then
his mother was ok and the operation went very well and she is on
the mend. After everyone calmed down | said, “Now let me show you
what happened here since you left.” | took him and showed him the
Generator, and gave him instruction how to start it etc., he was very
impressed.

| showed him the cutting set up in his room, | told him that | will
go and see Jack Dutton if we can use more of his building surplus to
build a divider wall, Johnny agreed with saying that's a good Idea.

We went back to Chris and she is busy in getting everything
together for a lavishing meal. | told them with the Money Johnny
gave me | will order the rectifiers and buy a couple batteries from
Laszlo to finalise the Lighting project.

We had a cup of coffee and some Toast with melted Cheese,
and | told Johnny what happened how we suddenly were on the
verge of being stone motherless broke and the Miracle with me
getting the Job in the Butcher shop. Johnny said “I knew Arthur the
Butcher he was a nice guy, and so is Doug McCallumn,” Well in that
case | suggest the best way of doing the mining part is, | go and
work the mine and any Dirt pulling we do on weekends when you are
not working.” | agreed with that and added “of course anytime it does
require two people we just do what has to be done after | finish at
the shop.” Johnny said, “Tomorrow we go down clean out and we
set some charges and prepare as much area for me to work as
possible.”

| also told him as soon as it gets impossible to do any tunneling
I will get McCormak to do a cut. Johnny said, “Let’s see first what
happening.”

We agreed on everything and | said to Chris, “Is it all right if we
go down to Gus’s and have a drink?” Chris replied,” Yes disappear,
you two are just in the way anyhow.” We drove down to Gus’s Place
to have a couple drinks, there were a few people there we knew.

Gus came over to the table and said to me, “Peter we have
visitors coming from Coober Pedy and Adelaide some Opal Buyers
and Miners they going to be here for the weekend, we also
organized a live band, the only thing missing is additional
waitresses, do you think Chris can help out for the weekend it would
be Friday, Saturday, Sunday evening from 5pm till closing, whatever
time that will be. We pay her of course and | do remember last time
when Bill Petrohelos from Coober Pedy was here and he is coming
again with his twin engine Beach Baron bringing 6 people with him,
They all were tipping the waitress very well.” | said “I tell her and see
what she says.” Johnny said, “You can come down with her and |
look after Beatrix.” Well, all that sounds ok and it gives her a chance
to make a few dollars.

Gus just added that Lottie will show Chris the ropes.

Just as we were ready to leave, Anne and her husband walked
in and she spotted me and Johnny, they came over and we told
them to sit with us, which they did Anne introduced her husband
whose name was Harry, we chatted for a while and found out that
they are definitely leaving the field in November, which was only 3
month away. | ask Harry what he is doing with his Shack, to which
he replied he will rent it out and maybe later if they decide not come
back to the fields anymore then he will sell it. | said to him, “How
much rent will you charge? “ He replied “$30.00 per month,” | said to
him,” Would you consider me for a prospective tenant?” Anne just
said,” Of course, when the time comes come and have a look,” He
added, “Sure come and see if you like it,” | replied,” It cannot be any
worth then the Shack we rent from Jack Dutton, and we pay there
now $ 6.00 per week, and | made all sorts improvements.”

Harry said,” Well it is wired for 32 Volt lighting throughout it has
Vinyl, in the Kitchen, Carpets in the Bedrooms, a enclosed Verandah
which we use when we have people coming up from Adelaide, we
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will leave all the furniture’s all you have to provide is your linen,
crockery is all there we don’t take anything back.”

The kitchen has a upright gas stove with and oven a Kitchen
Sink with a Flow through hot water heater, we use 100lbs Gas bottle
which we get from Johnny Lyons and we have a 300 gallon Water
tank which is on sleepers about 8 foot of the ground, and the water
is gravity fed into the House. We also have a wood fire which we use
when it gets to cold. It is an Fibro building with galvanized iron roof
no leaks.” “There is also a little Tin Shed about 8 by 8 feet which |
use for cleaning my stuff,” He continued. | looked at Johnny and
commented “This sounds like a palace.” Harry said “well come up
one week end for Coffee and have look, bring your wife.” “I certainly
will” I told him.

We changed the subject and after a while | said,” We better get
going as Chris will have dinner ready for us.” We bid them a good
bye and left to drive home, Johnny started talking by saying “that
would be very nice for Chris, to get a bit of civilized living back.” Yes
that sure would be great and she most likely would endure the living
on the fields much more.”

We got back and Chris said,” you better wash up you two,
dinner will be ready in 15 minutes.” | could smell the sizzling Pork
Chops, with Mushroom sauce and potatoes with onions, a feast for
Kings.

We sat down and while she set the tale we told her what
transpired at Gus’s place about the house of Anne and Harry, Chris
said “that would be lovely, let's go there next week end and have a
look.” | also told her about the job offer from Gus and immediately
she replied that she will accept and was very happy about it and told
me | could look after Beatrix, | told her about this possible
arrangement as well.

So all in all it was one of the best days | had since we are on the
Opal fields.

We ate this great dinner and everyone was full we had a couple
beers with it what | brought back from Gus.

We just sat there while Chris was washing the dishes and
cleaning up and talked about tomorrow what we will do. It all seems
to fall into place and we will have a clean start tomorrow morning
and | could not see any possible problems or hiccups from
preventing us to start. Beatrix was very busy with her books and
crayons etc, and very quiet.
+H++H+

December 2011 Gem & Mineral Shows

More shows can be found at http://rockngem.com/showdates/
2-4—EL PASO, TEXAS: Annual show; El Paso Mineral & Gem Society; El
Maida Auditorium, 6331 Alabama; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $3,
seniors $2, students $3, children (under 12) free; gems, minerals, fossils,
beads, jewelry, tools, books, equipment, geode -cutting, silent auction,
demonstrations; contact Jeannette Carrillo, 4100 Alameda Ave., El Paso, TX
79905, (915) 533-7153; e-mail: gemcenter@aol.com; Web site: epmgs.com
2-4—SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem
Faire Inc.; Earl Warren Showgrounds, 3400 Calle Real; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 10-5; adults $7 weekend pass, children 11 and under free; jewelry,
gems, beads, crystals, silver, rocks, minerals; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)
252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: www.gemfaire.com
2-4—SARASOTA, FLORIDA: Show; Frank Cox Productions; Municipal
Auditorium, 801 N. Tamiami Trail (Hwy. 41); Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5;
contact Frank Cox Productions, 755 S. Palm Ave., #203, Sarasota, FL
34236, (941) 954-0202; e-mail: frankcox@comcast.net; Web site:
www.frankcoxproductions.com

9-11—COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc.; OC Fair & Event Center, 88 Fair Dr.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5;
adults $7 weekend pass, children 11 and under free; jewelry, gems, beads,
crystals, silver, rocks, minerals; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail:
inffo@gemfaire.com; Web site: www.gemfaire.com

16-18—SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc.; Scottish Rite Center, 1896 Camino del Rio S; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun.
10-5; adults $7 weekend pass, children 11 and under free; jewelry, gems,
beads, crystals, silver, rocks, minerals; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300;
e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: www.gemfaire.com
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“MY SPECIALS FOR DECEMBER”

$170.00 IMG_1166 Coober Pedy Reds &
Greens $390/0z .4360z

$202.50 IMG_4032 Coober Pedy White Base
Reds $150/0z 1.350z

$190.00 IMG_2662 Coober Pedy
White Base Reds & Greens 0.70z

KD o . 3

$222.75 IMG_4047 Coober Pedy 11 Mile
Reds $225/0z 0.990z

$300.00 IMG_4043 Coober Pedy White Base
Reds & Greens loz

$368.55 IMG_3995 Coober Pedy
$390/0z 0.9450z

$450.00 IMG_4028 Coober Pedy Reds
$225/0z 20z

$450.00 IMG_8311 Coober Pedy 8 Mile Reds
& Greens $375/0z 1.20z

$698.10 IMG_4033 Mintubi (3 stones)

$390/0z 1.790z (largest stone .9770z)

There are some great Stones here in this offers which would make beautiful Opal Jewellery. As always, please don’t
hesitate to inquire about anything not displayed here. All my Opal is guaranteed to be better than the pictures. If
you are not satisfied with any of your purchase | will gladly refund your money as long as the goods are untouched.

Please contact me on gem@opallover.com - Peter the Opal Lover

Opal Business for Sale
Australian Opal Imports.com

Custom Creative Gem Cutting

Stan M. McCall
Lapidary and Jewelry Artist

- Everything -
Displays, Rough,

Finished Stones, Gold Jewelry,
Trade Name, All Rights and National Ads.
Gene and Loretta LeVan
Phone: (562) 208-7494
fineblackopal@sprynet.com

Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs
Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones
(714) 220-9282
6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
custom-creative@eatrthlink.net
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) éxllgUNT
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $30
SELECTONE | New MEMBERS $40
INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10
PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE_(Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5
ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10
TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:
American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at

http://opalsociety.org/aos application by web.htm and complete the form. You December pay with a Credit Card or via
PayPal account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal
account is membership@opalsociety.org.

NAME

BUSINESS NAME < NAME BADGE ORDER FORM:
PLEASE PRINT NAME AS YOU

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX WISH IT TO APPEAR ON YOUR
BADGE using up to two (2) lines

CITy STATE of text for your name, nickname,
or name of your opal related

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) business.

PHONE - Home PHONE - Business FAX

¢ ) ¢ ) ¢ )

E-MAIL

WEBSITE

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information
above, please note that on the application.

OAddress O Phone O E-mail O website

Please sign here: Date

The Opal Express is published monthly by Are Your Dues Due Now?
The American Opal Society. PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-
Copyright 2011. All rights reserved. _ MAIL. There should be a date that shows the current month/year of
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise [l y5,r membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues
Reserved. are overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue.
Editor-Jim Pisani A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note,
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to:
The Opal Express C/O received you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership

Jim Pisani thereafter. It is your responsibility to assure your dues are current.
P.O. Box 4875 Thank you

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 The Editor
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express
American Opal Society

P.O. Box 4875

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

Volume #44 Issue #12 TO:
December 2011

Some Topics In This Issue:
e  44th Opal & Gem Show Summary &
Photos
e Opal Cutting Tips (Part 2)
e Ethiopian Welo Opal: Cutting Tips
e Rags to Riches Ch. 17 — The Start of
a New Life

Important Dates:

December 8th
Annual Potliuck
Christmas Party

December 1 Board Meeting

December 8 - General MeetinQg:
o Annual Potluck Christmas Party

AOS will provide the main courses: N
e Roast Turkey . - 1
e Ham o w _
< . I » o
Please bring a covered dish of & . = i Katella Ave.
vegetables, casserole, bread, dessert, '<—_D + § -
etc., to complement the dinner! c (% o) =
o Qo o S
- — -
= o E o0 WY Chapman Ave.
— GENERAL MEETINGS —
2nd Thurs. of the Month
7:00 pm - 9:00 PM Garden Grove Blvd.
Garden Grove Civic Women's Club \
9501 Chapman Ave. H H
Garden Grove, CA 92841 Meeting Location
(NE corner of Gilbert & Chapman) 22 Freeway

MEETING ACTIVITIES I I I

Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers,
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities

The American Opal Society
http://OpalSociety.org
Pete Goetz President (714) 530-3530  email: mpgl1022@aol.com
LaVerne Christenson Treasurer (714) 531-4041  email: laverne@socal.rr.com
Jim Pisani Editor & Webmaster  (714) 815-4638 email: editor@opalsociety.org
Gene LeVan Show Chairman (562) 208-7494  email: fineblackopal@sprynet.com
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