Published
monthly by
The

Table of Contents

President’'s Message

AOS Officers Elections needs Candidates

January Meeting— Fred & Charlotte Ward on Opals
AOS Calendar for 2012

Members Only Website Password

Solid Lightning Ridge Cutting Advice

Precious Opal of the Virgin Valley

From Rags to Riches & Disasters

Chapter 18 — Finally the Dream

January 2012 Gem & Mineral Shows
+++++++++++

President’s Message

~NOOARANNMNNNPREPRP

By Pete Goetz
Happy New Year to all you Opalholics out there, | Hope you
all had a pleasant holiday season.

Well, another A.O.S. year has come and gone. The 2011
OPAL Show netted us a few bucks, but attendance was a bit low.
Net result, we (the A.O.S.) are still alive and kicking for 2012.

Our main goal this year is to see that we (the A.O.S.) stay ‘alive
and kicking' and to increase foot traffic at the Opal Show.

Our year-end Holiday Season Dinner was nice. We had plenty
of food, good conversation (OPAL oriented and otherwise), a
number of laughs, a few 'l / we shoulda’'s’, some show-and-tell
groups, (say the following with a deep voice) some absentees, (OK,
go back to your regular voice) and all round good fellowship.

So.... how are we going to stay alive and kicking?? First, we
need to concentrate on increasing our membership; Secondly, we
need to have more input and participation from our established, as
well as our newer and our (brand spanking new) members; Thirdly,
have more fund raising activities, i.e.: social events, perhaps a
Dinner-Show event, a movie night, or a, 'Boy have | got a story for
you night'. There are a number of ways we can accomplish this
goal. We would like to have your input. We would like to do those
things that you enjoy doing, it's your Society, please participate.

We currently have an 'OPAL auction' night. This is a fun and,
usually, an inexpensive way to add to your collection of treasures.
We can make this a bigger event, if more of our distant members
resolved to come to one (or hopefully more) meeting a year, |
suggest, come to this one, bring a treasure to auction off, bring
friends from other clubs with their treasures, if you don't have a
treasure, bring yourself. If you live so far away, that you cannot to
be here, send us a treasure to auction for you, (that was a hint to our
Opal dealers afar). Seriously folks, let's start a "Fantastically Fun
Phenomenon”, THE auction.

Monthly meetings are an excellent way to maintain the health of
any organization. But, we have those you say. Yes, we do, | say.
Could they be better, more entertaining more informative, | ask.
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Yes, we all agree. Alright, so how do we do this? If you have a
specialty that is related to our interests, volunteer to present it at a
monthly meeting. Not sure your topic is relevant? Ask us. Do you
know somebody who that has a presentation they would like to
share with us at a monthly meeting? Have them contact us; they do
not have to be members of the A.O.S. Are you willing to contribute
to a Speakers fund, up and above your annual dues, to help bring in
notable speakers? (Just a thought).

We need to improve our advertising for the Opal Show by using
our limited budget in a more effective way. Again, here is an
opportunity for some of you who live afar. | will put together a
handout on how you can help with advertising in a coming
newsletter or separate mailing.

We need to improve our image at all levels of our communities,
not just local, but State and Nationally. Again, more on this subject
later. If | keep going, | won't have anything to say next month,

Talk to you all later, Pete Goetz
+++++++++++

AOS Officer Elections - We Need Candidates!

The AOS plans on holding elections at the February General
Meeting. The offices that are required to be voted are President, and
Vice-President. We also need to fill appointed positions.

If you interested in running for office, please submit your name
to the board before the February meeting. Current Southern
California local members in good standing may run for office.
Please attend the meeting to vote.

Currently, we don’t have enough members who have
volunteered to be candidates to fill the open AOS offices.
Pete Goetz has volunteered to continue to be President for
the next year. Jim Pisani has volunteered to continue to be
Editor of the newsletter and website.

Here are the office positions needed to be filled:

Board
Office Current Office Holder Proposed
Candidate
President Pete Goetz Pete Goetz
Vice President Vacant ?
Secretary Vacant ?
Treasurer LaVerne Christenson ?
Editor Jim Pisani Jim Pisani
Show Chairman | By Committee ?

Please consider being an AOS Board Member. If not,
our society’s future may be in jeopardy.
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January Meeting— Fred & Charlotte Ward on
Opals

Fred & Charlotte Ward, noted authors on numerous gem books, will
give a talk on Opals on January 12" at the general meeting. Here’s
an excerpt from Amazon.com’s biography of him on-line:

Many of our armchair adventures began by flipping pages of a
National Geographic Magazine. Glimpses of foreign cultures, the
beauty of the planet from the majestic to the minute, or a look toward
the heavens above or secrets below have come from the images of
National Geographic photographs. As photographer and writer over
the past four decades, Fred Ward has opened our eyes to special
and spectacular views of the world. His contributions to Time,
Newsweek, Life, and, of course, National Geographic have led him
through adventures that we merely read about. If the adventure
makes the man, his retelling makes his audiences a part of the
action.

Fred Ward has simply done it all. His travels for Geographic led
him through more than 130 countries, piloting experimental aircraft
and his own helicopter, and diving underwater, all in search of the
perfect picture and the most interesting story. His photography has
won numerous national awards, and his work--including historic
images of President Kennedy, Martin Luther King, and Gerald
Ford---is in the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Library of
Congress. His journalism has also collected a variety of honors.

Fred's gemstone series for National Geographic evolved into
nine published gem books. His connections in the industry gave him
the opportunity to become not only a gem dealer but also the owner
and founder of Jade Designs, Blue Planet Gems, and ultimately,
Gem Book Publishers. Along the way, he produced and directed two
National Endowment for the Humanities films on Mexico, and
various TV commercials and corporate documentaries, and he
served as a special gem consultant for National Geographic
television.

Without a doubt, through his explorations in the world, this man
shares his legendary experiences with the rest of us.
+++++

AQOS Calendar for 2012

By Jim Pisani
Below is the tentative AOS Calendar for 2012. We are still looking
for interesting speakers, so any suggestion from members would be
appreciated.

Andamooka Treated Matrix Opal, sold as Lightning Ridge Black

Members Only Website Password
To log onto the website’'s members
http://opalsociety.org/aos_members _only area.htm
“member” and Password: “opalshow”.
+++++++++++

Solid Lightning Ridge Cutting Advice
From http://www.gemologyonline.com/Forum/phpBB2/

9/21/11 to 10/29/11
TRH2011 | have a solid LR black (looks about N2-3) opal rough, with
blue green and purple POC. No potch or pits, very uniform floral
Pattern front back and sides. It's roughly 75cts, 12mm thick.
I am going to have it cut, and have spoken to a couple lapidaries.
One says a matching 3 set, and one says one huge opal.
Now, | am thinking bigger is better. Should have the opal cut into
one large stone (maybe have a 40-50ct yield) that is thick, Or maybe
slice it in half, and have two smaller (possibly 20ct each) yields
thinner.
| don’t deal a whole lot on opal, so | am trying to get the most bang
for my buck.
Ideas?
Purple isn't coming through in photos, but you can see basic pattern.
More photos....better lighting. Opal looks better in person as always.
I have not figured out how to make an opal look life-like in a photo
yet, ha ha!

only area at:
type: Name:

gembug - Just a caution - that looks like Andamooka matrix opal to
me and if it is, then the black is cause by sugar treatment (basically
impregnating the matrix with carbon). Cutting into the opal will
expose more of an off-white base colour. You'll need someone to re-
do the sugar treatment after any cutting/polishing. Hard to know
exactly from the photos but ask your cutters if they have cut and
treated Andamooka matrix opal if it is.

My 2 cents on size: if you know of a market where you can sell a big
opal, go for it. Otherwise you may be sitting on it for a while. In my
experience opals aren't exactly easy to sell, and it takes someone
with an appreciation/obsession for them (ahem!) to go for anything
that's not like what they see in the department stores.

Good luck and show pics with whatever you end up doing with it!
Allan Aoyama

http://www.omnifaceter.com

Date General Meeting Topic / Speaker
12-Jan-12 | Fred & Charlotte Ward on Opals
09-Feb-12 | To Be Announced
08-Mar-12 Jim Pisani on Jade of California and the

World
12-Apr-12 | Opal Cutting Seminar
10-May-12 Pete_Goetz on Cooking Andamooka
Matrix
14-Jun-12 | Live Opal Auction
12-Jul-12 | To Be Announced
09-Aug-12 | To Be Announced
13-Sep-12 | To Be Announced
11-0ct-12 | Opal & Gem Show Work Session
03-Nov-12 | 45th Annual Opal & Gem Show
04-Nov-12 | 45th Annual Opal & Gem Show
08-Nov-12 | Opal & Gem Show Recap
13-Dec-12 | AOS Christmas Party Potluck

T L T E
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TRH2011- | was also thinking it may possibly be sugar treated as
well when | saw it. Treatment only goes down 1mm or so correct? If
it is, 1 don't think re sugaring it would be a problem. | have worked
with hydrochloric acids and other strong acids before when cleaning
quartz, so | could handle re sugaring.

As to the size, big seems to be better around these parts. IF | can
sell it locally. Big pendants are the rage. What is a good size for an
opal for resale to get the most $ out of it beyond local?

ROM - Is there some reason you initially said the stone is from
Lightning Ridge? Was it sold to you as LR material?

Rick Martin

www.artcutgems.com

TRH2011 - Yes, was sold to me as LR. But after looking at it closer
this evening, (I filed down a corner of the stone about 1.5mm) it IS
sugared. | already contacted the man who sold it to me (was an
Internet purchase).

The filed corner showed a milky white, and under a microscope,
there was some residue.

Was a suspicion, and that has been confirmed. | will probably still cut
it and retreat it and sell it accordingly. Paid less than $100 for it, so
shouldn't be hard to make it back from the rough.

ROM - TRH2011 wrote:

Yes, was sold to me as LR. But after looking at it closer this evening,
(I filed down a corner of the stone about 1.5mm) it IS sugared. |
already contacted the man who sold it to me (was an Internet
purchase).

That's fraud.

Quote: The filed corner showed a milky white, and under a
microscope, there was some residue.

It's pretty clear from the images you posted its treated Andamooka
matrix. I've cut a lot of it and it has some obvious characteristics.
Quote: - Was a suspicion, and that has been confirmed. | will
probably still cut it and retreat it and sell it accordingly. Paid less
than $100 for it, so shouldn't be hard to make it back from the rough.
The price alone should have been all the information you needed to
confirm non-LR origin. LR solid black opals of that quality and size
are very expensive and would cost many multiples of $100.

Rick Martin

www.artcutgems.com

TRH2011 - | have the whole fraud thing under control. If | cried every
time someone tried to sell me something fake or misidentified, |
would have no tears left. I'm not worried; | can handle that with the
seller.

I have messed around with and sold some opals, but don't have a
ton of experience with them. | figured out quickly it is sugar treated
opal. Not a huge deal in my book. Anything | get goes through the
same string of testing before | even consider keeping or selling it.

And that's why | post stuff On here . It's nice to have other
gemmos to talk to about this kind of stuff!

As for price, | try not to judge a piece by its price. | have acquired
some fantastic goodies for less than expected. But again, that's why
knowledge is so important to be able to identify the deals, and the
scams.

It may or may not be cut at this point. May be going back to the
seller.

TRH2011 - Called the man who sold it to me and he will be taking it
back.

I am thinking I'm not cut out for opals yet. I'll stick with rocks, ha ha.

gembug - Quote: - I'll stick with rocks, ha ha.
Well, might not be a bad thing... opals can get under your skin and
then you have this uncontrollable urge to buy as many as you can

The Opal Express The American Opal Society

for no particular reason. Soon you find yourself with boxes of opals
in little bottles of water or just in bags and hidden about the place so

your spouse doesn't find them.
Allan Aoyama
http://www.omnifaceter.com

TRH2011 - Ha ha!! Yeah, that would be bad, considering | am

already running out of places to hide my gemstone rough from my

husband.

He only knows about the faceted ones | sell. He has limited

Ifgnjogled e of me 'secret collection' | have no intentions of selling...
&

Funny you say you have them stashed in little bottles of water. |

have 2 rough Welo just chilling on my countertop in my kitchen in 2

glass vials of water. Visitors think it's weird LOL.

| saw a 100ct perfectly clear wood opal from rainbow ridge at a show

a few years ago. Was in a large vial of water, and had amazing color

play. Was a specimen only, because it would craze as soon as air

touched it.

| still kick myself because | should have bought it, but was too pricy

for me at the time. | need to get working on that plutonium converter

so | can go back in time and buy the stones | wish | did...

anitame - TRH2011 wrote:

| saw a 100ct perfectly clear wood opal from Rainbow Ridge at a
show a few years ago. Was in a large vial of water, and had amazing
color play. Was a specimen only, because it would craze as soon as
air touched it.

| still kick myself because | should have bought it, but was too pricy
for me at the time. | need to get working on that plutonium converter
so | can go back in time and buy the stones | wish | did...

This is why | have redefined "need".

1) Do you need this?

2) Will you think about this forever and wonder where it is and hate
yourself for not buying it?

Answering Yes to either question means | need it. @

TRH2011 - | like your justifications! There are stones | have thought
about for years, and wonder where they are.... like a long lost love.
*sigh*

There should be a show about gem collectors and gemmos like the
hoarders show! LOL _

Norman - Hi, my name is Michael, and I'm a
recoveringem (mostly opals and garnets)

addict... I'd be afraid of ending up as a

target on your show...

Just my two cents-

A nice treated Andamooka matrix stone can
easily be worth what you paid- it depends on [#
of course the colors, intensities... but also on|*
the smoothness of the treated rock (i.e. - lots
of pits that make it less than mirror smooth
when finished). And for buyers, it can be a
plus that the stone is not as temperature or moisture sensitive as
solid stones, in addition to being 1/10 the price (or less) of a
comparable LR stone. So a nice way to get nice color/patterns
without being a zillionaire.

Looking at, learning about, "investing" in, aesthetically pleasing
minerals, sometimes even when | should be working. I'm an
intellectual property attorney- patents, copyright, trade secrets ...
drop me a line if | can help you out.

Another photo of
matrix opal

TRH2011 - Thanks, | agree it could be a good stone for what it's
worth but | already sent it back to the dealer. Treated/ Dyed opal
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isn’t my type of thing. My heart sunk when | put it under the scope.
What a bummer.

John Fitzgerald - For a brief time | sold opals store to store for a
cutter in Spring Green, WI., Dennis Dahl. www.theopalman.com. He
travels to buy rough, cuts it non-stop and has recently opened a
retail store, opals only, in a tourist town of about 1500 people. If you
go to his web site his home page has a montage of photos, his store
photo is the last one. Probably one of the coolest looking stores
around, a converted Texaco station from the 20's. His web site is a
wealth of information and he is a gentle soul who usually offer a little
advice if you need it. Anyone on vacation from Minnesota to
Wisconsin this winter should stop by after doing the Frank Lloyd
Wright stuff.

I love the smell of Methylene lodide in the morning...

TRH2011 - Awesome thanks! | will have to go out there and check it
out his store. | love meeting people and learning about what they are
passionate about.

+++++++++++ -+
Here’s a great historical opal article from Desert Magazine on
Virgin Valley in 1943. Note it talks about an avid digger named
Flora Loughead, who is the mother of the founders of Lockheed
Martin Corporation.  Flora’s opal is now known as the

“Roebling Opal” and can still be viewed in the Smithsonian’s
Natural History Museum in Washington D.C. - The Editor

Precious Opal of the Virgin Valley

Deb Roop, in foreground, digging around a black opalizéd log af his
Monarch opal claw in the Virgin Valley. Photo by Sterrett. U, S.
geological survey.

By LELANDE QUICK

When travel is again in order, many gem collectors will take
the trail to northern Nevada—and the Virgin Valley. The lure is
precious opal, which occurs as silicified tree casts in the soft
sedimentary volcanic ash and petrified tree trunks which are
still standing. Although common opal abounds in the area, fire-
shot precious opal is not plentiful, but in the opinion of many
who know the valley well, the finest specimens are yet to be
found.

“'m GETTING tired of going after wood and jasper. I'd like to
pick up some REAL stuff— like opals for instance, but of course,
that's impossible." A friend of mine said this to me back in the days
when field trips were made regularly for rocks and gem materials.

"You'll be glad to know you're wrong," | replied, "for probably the
finest opals in the world, certainly the ones which have commanded
the highest prices, have been found in our western deserts. Within
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24 hours we probably could be gathering opals that would make
your head swim."

"Now see here," said my friend, "I'm serious. If there were opals
within a thousand miles | would have known of it and you would
have some of them to show me."

"You're right on both counts,” | said, "for you've heard of the
Virgin Valley, | know, and | do have some of the opals to show you
but I'm ashamed of them for they are the usual worthless stuff that
people get when they go up there.”

There is magic in the word "opal" for any gem collector or cutter
and, although nearly every one of them has heard of the Virgin
Valley opals few realize that opals have been found there that were
worth several king's ransoms—a king's ransom being at least a
hundred thousand dollars. The finest opal ever found in the Virgin
Valley (probably the finest opal ever found anywhere) was picked up
by Flora Loughead, who pronounced her name the way her famous
inventor sons Allan and Malcolm spell it phonetically—Lockheed.
She found this opal in 1919. It weighed 2,665 carats which is a little
more than 19 ounces. It was valued at a quarter million dollars and
was acquired by the late Colonel Roebling of Trenton, New Jersey,
whose father built the Brooklyn Bridge. Colonel Roebling donated
the opal to the United States National Museum at Washington, D.C.,
where it is now on permanent display. It was never cut but was
preserved in the rough so that none of its magnificence would
perish. It is a large pitch-black mass with wide flashes of vivid red
and green fire and it was originally part of the bark of a tree which
changed to opal.

Mrs. Loughead died at the home of her daughter, Hope
Loughead Ledford, at Berkeley on January 29 of this year at the age
of 87. Even when she had passed the 80 mark she regularly made
trips to her several opal claims to supervise the annual assessment
work required to keep the claims active. She was also the mother of
Victor Loughead, scientist and technical writer and she was a writer
of note herself, being the author of several published novels and a
staff writer on the San Francisco Chronicle for more than 30 years. It
was while she was writing for the Chronicle that she visited the
Virgin Valley to investigate the new opal fields for a story and
became interested in digging opals herself.

Virgin Valley is located in Humboldt County, Nevada, in the
northwest corner of the state where the states of California, Nevada
and Oregon meet. Few sections of the United States are as little
known, for no railroads cross the valley and no good highways exist.
The graveled roads are satisfactory only during the summer months.
The occasional visitor must take all supplies such as gasoline, food
and water for the nearest store is at Denio, Oregon, about 30 miles
away.

I remember that when my good friends the Fred Ruggs first
visited the valley they wanted to see Denio and they wanted to say
they had been to Oregon, so off they started on the 30-mile trek
picking up a stranded motorist who wanted to get to town for a
wheel. They were all dismayed when they saw the "town"—
population 30. The nearest town in California is Cedarville. That is a
"big" place (population about 600) and it is 91 miles west of the
valley. As the government agents in the valley are not allowed to
dispense gasoline it is important that the visitor obey the Boy Scout
motto and "Be Prepared.”

The valley is an inhospitable land with no trees, sparse
vegetation and almost no water. The 130 degree summer heat and
the winter winds and snow are anything but conducive to comfort.
But who would not bear any discomfort for the reward of personally
picking up even a bad opal? Ah, but there is no such thing as a
"bad" opal. Most are not of gem quality but no opal is unattractive if it
has even a tiny bit of "fire." Some are less appealing than others but
I have never seen one so dull but that | felt powerless to describe the
beauty that was there. | refer to fire opal. as common opal is
interesting but seldom beautiful. A good opal is so magnificent that it
is futile to attempt an adequate description and | have never read
one.
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The Virgin Valley fields are like the black opal fields of Australia
in topography and forbidding climate. The best opals are found in
ridges lower than the surrounding country at both places—at
Rainbow Ridge in the Virgin Valley and at Lightning Ridge in New
South Wales. These are apt names for opal-bearing ground. The
Virgin Valley is about a mile above sea level and at one time it was a
huge lake into which mountain streams poured both water and
driftwood. The prevailing winds carried the driftwood to the north and
south sides of the west end of the valley at locations about four miles
apart. Here they became buried after volcanic disturbances and then
they silicified. The lake then disappeared, the streams were diverted
and much of the wood petrified with some of it turning to beautiful
opal with red, green and purple fire. The bark of the limb casts is
usually black while the interior of the wood is light opal.

Doctor Chaney, paleobotanist at the University of California,
with Richard M. Tullar, former manager of the Sheldon national
antelope range of which the valley is a part, collaborated in some
research which determined that the matrix of soft lacustrine shales
and volcanic ash in which the opals are found are of the upper
Miocene or lower Pliocene age. This was confirmed by opalized
spruce cones unearthed by Mr. Tullar during the research.

"There always has been a legend of an opal being found about
as big as a man's head," Mr. Tullar told me, "but this never has been
substantiated. However while | was range manager | saw several
opals found in the valley that were as large as a man's fist." The first
opal was found by a range rider about 1906 and others were picked
up about that time by wandering sheep herders. As word reached
the outside world many prospectors came into the valley and filed
claims at various locations which were mined with success.

The fish and wild life service of the department of interior, in
conjunction with the national grazing services, jointly supervise that
section of the country in which the opal fields are located. Contrary
to popular belief mining still is allowed in the range, subject to
existing mining laws providing the special rules of the service are
followed—no hunting, no unleashed domestic animals and no fires
without permits. The confusion exists because there are 30,000

One of the ten Lockheed claims located in the white patch at the left

of the photo. South side of Virgin Valley. Photo by Belle Rugg.

acres known as the Sheldon National Antelope Refuge where no
mining of any kind is allowed and where no opals are known to exist.

To the east of the refuge is a much larger area (550,000 acres)
known as the Sheldon National Antelope Range of which the Virgin
Valley is a small part and all legal mineralogical activities are allowed
there. Camp fire and opal hunting permits are readily granted by
authorities at range headquarters at the western entrance to the
range proper or at the eastern entrance at the Dufarenna sub-
headquarters. This enables the authorities to keep a record of all
visitors as many people become lost or run out of gas and their
continued absence in checking out of the valley would be
investigated. The area is isolated and confusing and it also abounds
in rattlesnakes so that it is a great protection to be registered in case
of emergencies.
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Many hardy rockhounds visit the place each year and some of
them take away prize gems, others worthless opalite. The prized
pieces, which are not plentiful, are the precious opal twigs with
entrancing dancing fire. Turn them this way and they are purple, turn
them that way and they are green and then as you look at them in
awe they suddenly turn red until you would swear they were on fire
because you certainly see the flames leaping within. The petrified
wood enthusiasts find it easy to make good hauls and persons
interested in fluorescent materials find that the opalite fluoresces a
beautiful green which is unusual for opal as it usually does not
exhibit this phenomenon.

There are only two kinds of opal and they are well named—
"common" opal is just that, and "precious" (fire) opal is all that the
name implies. Common opal abounds in the valley but the precious
opal has to be sought for and dug with hard labor. It is the opinion of
most people who have been there that the best pieces are yet to be
found just as there is still far more "gold in them hills" than ever has
been mined.

The dumps of the old mines have been practically exhausted,
for the government had a Civilian Conservation Corps established
there for a time to improve the roads and the game refuge and the
boys tore everything apart rather thoroughly when they heard about
the opals. Imagine having nothing to do in your spare time but look
for opals in a spot where you know they exist!

The "mines" all have been shallow surface diggings, never more
than 15 feet deep and most of them under six feet. When anyone
familiar with mining technique stops to consider the treasures that
have been taken out of the pock-marked ridges it makes the
imagination run riot to dwell on the possibilities of what would
happen if timber, water and machinery were at the spot. The only
mine operating at this writing is the corporation-owned Rainbow
Ridge Opal Mine located on patented land. This has been leased to
Mark Foster, the present tenant-operator. It is located about four
miles south of the Dufarenna sub-headquarters. Mr. Foster has
opals for sale at reasonable prices and he generously permits
visitors to search the dumps of his mine free of charge. He should be
addressed at Cedarville, California.

It is characteristic of the Virgin Valley opals that they are not
improved in color by lapidary treatment. As they are more
susceptible than other varieties to crack, because of the internal
stress that sometimes causes them to virtually "explode" when being
ground, they seldom are cut into finished gems. Those that are cut
often develop fractures due to temperature changes long after they
are ground. The opals are all silicified tree casts and occasionally a
completely opalized cone is found. They occur in soft sedimentary
volcanic ash and in some places trunks of petrified trees still are
standing but it is only when water is combined with the silica
replacement of wood that true opal occurs. The disappointment in
the opals from this region, which caused abandonment of their
mining, is that they are difficult to process into finished gems
because of their extreme
tendency to crack. Many
cures supposedly have
been found to prevent this
but it is doubtful if they

have any real value.
Possibly soaking them in
glycerin  would  permit

opals to soak up a non-

evaporating agent to
replace water lost by
evaporation and thus

relieve the internal stress
and thereby prevent the
checking.

Sheep and cattle
herding and opal mining
were the only activities
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A white opalized pine cone in a lump
of translucent precious opal from Deb
Roop's Monarch claim. Sterrett photo.
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ever undertaken in the valley and now they all have been
abandoned except for the Rainbow Ridge mine which has in the past
produced the world's finest opal specimens. There is probably no
spot in America today where fewer humans are stirring about. Large
herds of the only remaining American antelope are now plentiful and
game of many kinds abounds. Even in the old days there were only
two ranches, both run by Basques, and the house on one of them,
known as the Pink Stone House because it is built of a characteristic
native red sandstone, is now the headquarters of the range
superintendent.

This Virgin Valley is still a virgin land which creates a fever in
the mind of any gem hunter. When freedom returns and one can go
where he pleases, when he pleases, for as long as he pleases |
intend to head immediately for that Nevada wonderland of lavender
rocks, really primitive life and those gems that possess everything
that makes all other gems entrancing— the opals.

From Desert Magazine APRIL, 1943
L L L

Continuing with Chapter 18 of the book

From Rags to Riches & Disasters
By Peter Greisl
Chapter 18 — Finally the Dream

It is a glorious Sunday morning, we were ready for action. Upon
arrival at the claim we got all our gear out of the Ute and we went
down the shaft, Johnny had a look and saw what | did while he was
gone and suggested we clean out the tunnel and shaft so we have a
clear start with blasting the new tunnel.

Again as last time we filled all three buckets and | went to the
top and started the winch to move the buckets. Once that task was
finished | went down to Johnny and he told me that he will be using
only halve sticks of Gelignite, to be on the save side just in case we
are close to another tunnel from another claim. Johnny asked me if |
did by any chance got a Auger with all the gear | bought. | told him |
didn’t think so which put a stop to this task. | said, “how about if |
drive quickly back to Laszlo and see if he got one | can buy or
borrow.” Good Idea he replied | get everything ready here. | jumped
in the Ute and went to see Laszlo, | was very fortunate as he was
just getting in to his car, | waved to him to stop and | got out and
went over to his car and asked him. He said “yes | got one including
dowel, you can have but pay me tomorrow or after as | am a bitin a
rush.” Great | said and | will drop the money in tomorrow when | go
to the co-op. He went inside and came straight back with the auger
and the handle, | thanked him and he drove off.

I got back to the claim and there was Johnny sitting and waiting
for me. He had all three charges prepared, we went down and
Johnny explained what he has in mind and listened very attentively
and Started to drill where he marked the wall with his pick, the first
few inches went quite easy but then it got harder and harder. | said
to Johnny “I never get the hole deep enough,” he came with a water
bottle and said “pull out the auger | poor some water down the hole
which should make it easier.”

He poured the water in the hole and when it spilled over he
said,” let's wait a couple minutes,” We did and the water subsided
fairly rapidly, | put the auger back and started turning and surely
enough | could turn it much easier and it went down about two feet.
He said try to get a few more inches and we leave it that.” | nearly
went down all the way and pulled it out. Johnny got the charge with
the longest fuse and slid it down the hole, then he got the broom
handle from an old straw broom | always carried on the Ute and put
dirt down the hole and rammed the dirt on top of the charge, he did
that till the hole was totally covered and only the fuse was
protruding. He then got the Auger and said;” you have a breather |
do this one.” And he drilled away and he had no problem what so
ever, he repeated this with the second charge and then started on
the third one three feet above in the centre, halve way through |
relieved him and finished of this hole again without any trouble.
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Johnny placed the third charge and explained to me what should
happen when they blow one after another.

He said clear out everything and take it back to the shaft just in
case we have a cave in, so we don’t lose any of our gear. That made
sense, Frank never said that.

So | grabbed all the lamps, picks, Buckets etc. and went to the
shaft with it all Johnny had was a carbide lamp which he will use the
light the fuses. He told me they should blow about 30 seconds apart,
he rather be save then sorry.

Ok, he shouted “start climbing up | am lighting the fuses,” |
scampered up the ladders and waited for Johnny to appear, which
he did shortly after me.

We stepped back from the hole and waited, there it was the first
one went off, and the second one, and the final one. Due to the fact
that we have a opening in to the other shaft from Franks blast, the
air cleared very quickly as there was a draft.

We waited about 20 minutes when Johnny said “ok we should
be right now to go down,” | still could smell the Sulphur, on the way
down but not to strong. Johnny was right behind me and | started
lighting all the Lamps. We worked our way in and when we got to the
blast area there was quite a bit of dirt, but not as bad as it was with
Franks blast, | got the Buckets and we started filling them, | said to
Johnny why don’t you go up for a change and pull them up and |
keep filling them. He nodded ok and we moved the buckets to the
shaft, and Johnny went up. | waited till | could hear the familiar
sound from the winch and then | saw the hook appear.

| clipped on the first bucket and tugged on the cable and the
Bucket ascended.

| did that with all three buckets and started filling again | noticed
that there were quite a few rocks amongst the dirt, |1 put them
separately in a bucket and sent them up. It took a total of 9 buckets
to clear everything out. The winch motor went silent and Johnny
shouted down, “Come up.” | went to the top and there was Johnny
sitting on a pile of rubble with lots of rocks in front of him. He said,
“Have a look at that,” and he was showing me a Boulder which had
opal seams running around it in all sort of directions. | looked and my
heart started pounding, as | could see light blue veins, one particular
went nearly all the way around and was from a quarter to about
halve an inch in width. Johnny said, “Let's hope Peter, Lady luck is
with us, sometimes you could find in boulders like that a pocket in
the middle which is full of crystal opal, there are a couple of ways to
find out one is you saw it in halve the other way is you break it open.
But the chance is you could smash a good piece of opal. Obviously
we don’t have a saw which would handle this size of rock. The other
way is risky but what choice have we got?” | replied,” well let’s take a
chance and see if we can split it open,” | went to the Ute and got out
a Chisel and a Steel Mullet. Johnny said, “we try to split it where
there is no colour and let's hope she just splits in halve like a wall
nut.” Johnny positioned the boulder securely on the ground and held
the chisel just where there is no colour at all and the seam is quite
wide. Here we go Johnny said, and he hit the chisel with a blow of
the Mullet. The Rock split in three pieces, unfortunately there was
nothing in the center. The great thing was these three pieces were
covered with beautiful green, blue and a bit of red orange colour but
not thick enough to slice some opal off it, but they were nice painted
ladies, specimens. Johnny said, that's bad luck but it could be a
good indication that we are on the right course.” We went and
smashed all the other rocks but nothing. | was so excited as this is a
piece of my dream, and | feel very confident again that there is
something down there which someone left behind for us. We put the
rocks back in to the bucket and we had a quick bite to eat a coffee
and back down we went, after close inspection Johnny was very
pleased with the result, we went in about two foot six inches and not
much left on the level. The tunnel was just wide enough for one
person and a bucket.

We had to level the floor a little by tacking off a bit of dirt and
filling in some places. Johnny said “we have a repetition of the same,
do you want to prepare the charges this time?” Johnny asked, |
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replied “yes but with your supervision to make sure | do it right and
don’t blow us to Kingdom Come,” He said “| would not have it any
other way.” OK first you score the sticks of Gelignite around the
middle with this knife, just the wax paper, then you bend it gentle till
it breaks in halve, | did that on one stick as we had a halve left from
the previous blast,” Now you cut three length of fuse one five foot,
one four foot and one three foot,” | did that,” Now grab three
detonators and slide them on the fuse end, take the Pliers and right
at the end where the fuse protrudes from the detonator crimp them
together, not too hard.” | finished this task, and Johnny continued,
“take this skinny dowel here and push the pointed end halve way
down in the center of the gelignite stick, then roll the fuses up and
you are finished in preparing three halve charges with time delay
from one blast to the next of 30 seconds.” “Well done” Now let’s get
some drilling going, but this time we angle the holes a little
downward as | detected some rise in the floor.” “I am glad you know
what to do” | replied.

We started drilling and these holes on a slight angle and they
went quite well no problems, | got the charges and handed them to
Johnny, he handed them back “it's your baby he retorted.”

| took the first one and slid it down the first hole the | put dirt in
and pushed it down with the broom handle, Johnny just commented
“go a bit harder on the ramming” So | rammed the stick harder and
continued with all three like that. Johnny was pleased with the result,
as | placed the final charge with the longest fuse on top under the
level. Ok, use the Carbide lamp to light the fuses,” He reaffirmed the
process, and emphasized don’t panic there is plenty of time all you
do is grab all three fuse together in one hand and light them with the
Carbide lamp all three together.” | said,” Ok now piss off,” | laughed.

| grabbed the Fuses in one hand and had the Carbide Lamp in
the other and lit the fuses. | went back to the Shaft and ascended to
join Johnny upstairs.

“Well, well here is the demolition expert,” he chuckled. | smiled
and was waiting to hear the familiar thuds. And there was number
one then two and finally three.

Again we waited for the air to clear so we can go down and see
what happened.

Once cleared we went down and had a look, as usual lot of dirt,
but no other damage it seems the blast went well.

Let’'s get going and clean out the stuff so we can see how we
going. And of course without any delay we got stuck in to it and
cleared up the mess. When we were finish we looked and we had
now a tunnel which was about 6 feet deep and fairly level once we
evened the floor a bit and we had about 5 to 6 inches of dirt on the
opal level. There were no rocks or boulders in this lot. Johnny said
“‘we have to find a way get some pipes down so we can slide
buckets along as we get further in.”

We have to drag the buckets already about thirty feet and it
becomes harder and more difficult.

| said to Johnny ‘| think it is time to call it a day it's four pm, |
believe there is enough level here for you to work with and you can
set another charge tomorrow while | am at the Shop when | finish |
come to help you pull up the dirt and get it ready for the next day.”
When you work the level maybe there will be traces which lead in to
another direction and we can start a tunnel there as well.” Johnny
just replied, “You getting a little ahead of yourself, one thing at the
time.”” Yes | agree | just can help it my adrenalin is just pumping like
mad.”

We cleaned up the tunnels and the shaft, put all the gear in a
bucket and hooked it up to the winch cable and we climbed to the
top.

| started the winch pulled up the bucket and put it on the back of
the Ute as well as the bucket with the specimens in it, covered up
the winch and home we went. | felt really tired and achy as this was
a full day of actual physical mining work, but | was pleased with our
efforts.

We did not stop for a beer we went straight home and we had a
quick shower each. And then we sat outside and looked at our
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Specimens again and showed Chris, which said they are very nice,
can we sell them?” Johnny said they are not worth much as actual
opal value.” But if someone likes to collect specimens we could get a
couple hundred for it.” They make great Aquarium ornaments.”

We had some Sausages Peas and Gravy for dinner and a Apple
Pie with compliments of the Co-Op from my Grocery Shopping
Spree | had.

We chatted for a while and spent our fortunes we make here, it
is important to keep the dream alive.

Johnny said good night and went to bed.

| also could not be bothered to start up the Generator we just
used the Gas Light and | said to Chris “Darling | am very tired but it
is a great tiredness | feel because | did get tired by something |
wanted to do but not | had to do.” She said “I realise and understand
that, | just pray that you dream will be fulfilled.”
+++++++++++

January 2012 Gem & Mineral Shows
1-31—QUARTZSITE, ARIZONA: Wholesale and retail show; Desert Gardens
RV Park; 1055 Kuehn St.; 1-10 Exit 17; Sun. 9-6 daily; free admission;
crystals, minerals, rough, polished, jewelry, lapidary equipment; contact
Sharon or Sandy, 1055 Kuehn St., Quartzsite, AZ 85346, (928) 927-6361; e-
mail: dggemshow@ureach.com; Web site: www.desertgardensrvpark.net
6-8—MESA, ARIZONA: 40th annual show; Flagg Mineral Foundation; Mesa
Community College; US 60 at Dobson, southwest parking lot; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-
5, Sun. 9-5; free admission; Peralta Stone maps exhibit, fluorescent display,
free children's activities, free samples for children and teachers, more than
100 dealers, crystals, minerals, fossils, club and museum booths; contact Dr.
Ray Grant, PO Box 41834, Mesa, AZ 85274, (480) 892-0779; e-mail:
Presmyk@cox.net ; Web site: www.AZMinFun.com

6-8—DEL MAR, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Gem Faire Inc.; Del Mar
Fairgrounds; 2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5;
adults $7, children (11 and under) free; jewelry, gems, beads, crystals, silver,
rocks, minerals, exhibitors from all over the world; contact Yooy Nelson, PO
Box 55337, Portland, OR 97238, (503) 252-8300; e-mail:
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: www.gemfaire.com

6-15—QUARTZSITE, ARIZONA: Annual show; Tyson Wells Enterprises Inc.;
Tyson Wells Show Grounds; 100 W. Kuehn St.; Fri. 9-5 daily; free admission;
rocks, gems, minerals, jewelry, silver and gold smithing, faceting, precious
metals, lapidary tools, equipment, supplies; contact Kym Scott, P.O. Box 60,
Quartzsite, AZ 85346, (928) 927-6364; e-mail: tysonwells@tds.net; Web site:
www.tysonwells.com

26-12—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Wholesale and retail show; Eons Expos
RLLLP; 22nd St.; at 1-10; Thu. 9-6 daily; free admission; minerals, fossils,
dinosaurs, crystals, gems, jewelry, meteorites; contact Christine Coyle, 38
Fox Ridge Rd., Sparta, NJ 07871, (516) 818-1228; e-mail:
lowellcarhart@yahoo.com; Web site: www.22ndstreetshow.com
28-11—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Arizona Mineral & Fossil Show; Martin Zinn
Expositions; Ramada Ltd.; 665 N. Freeway; Thu. 10-6 daily; free admission;
more than 400 dealers, free shuttle among locations, Artists’ Gallery at the
Hotel Tucson City Center; contact Martin Zinn Expositions, PO Box 665,
Bernalillo, NM 87004-0665; e-mail: mzexpos@gmail.com; Web site:
WWW.Mzexpos.com

28-11—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Arizona Mineral & Fossil Show; Martin Zinn
Expositions; Quality Inn-Benson Hwy.; 1025 E. Benson Hwy.; Thu. 10-6 daily;
free admission; more than 400 dealers, free shuttle among locations, Artists’
Gallery at the Hotel Tucson City Center; contact Martin Zinn Expositions, PO
Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004-0665; e-mail: mzexpos@gmail.com; Web site:
WWW.Mzexpos.com

28-11—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Arizona Mineral & Fossil Show; Martin Zinn
Expositions; The Hotel Tucson City Center; 475 N. Granada; Sat. 10-6 daily;
free admission; more than 400 dealers, free shuttle among locations, Artists’
Gallery at the Hotel Tucson City Center; contact Martin Zinn Expositions, PO
Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004-0665; e-mail: mzexpos@gmail.com; Web site:
WWW.Mzexpos.com

28-11—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Arizona Mineral & Fossil Show; Martin Zinn
Expositions; The Mineral & Fossil Marketplace; 1333 N. Oracle Rd.; Thu. 10-
6 daily; free admission; more than 400 dealers, free shuttle among locations,
Artists’ Gallery at the Hotel Tucson City Center; contact Martin Zinn
Expositions, PO Box 665, Bernalilo, NM 87004-0665; e-mail:
mzexpos@gmail.com; Web site: www.mzexpos.com

28-12—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Annual show; The Rock Show; Kino Sports
Complex; 2500 E. Ajo Way; Sat. 9:30-5:30 each day; free admission; rocks,
jewelry, minerals, fossils, gemstones; contact Trym Gibbons, PO Box 246,
Cortaro, AZ 85652, (800) 983-0133; e-mail: rockshowtucson@gmail.com
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“MY SPECIALS FOR JANUARY”

$170.00 IMG_1166 Coober Pedy Reds &
Greens $390/0z .4360z

$202.50 IMG_4032 Coober Pedy White Base
Reds $150/0z 1.350z

$190.00 IMG_2662 Coober Pedy
White Base Reds & Greens 0.70z

KD o . 3

$222.75 IMG_4047 Coober Pedy 11 Mile

Reds $225/0z 0.990z Reds & Greens loz

$300.00 IMG_4043 Coober Pedy White Base

$368.55 IMG_3995 Coober Pedy
$390/0z 0.9450z

A

$450.00 IMG_4028 Coober Pedy Reds

$225/0z 20z & Greens $375/0z 1

$450.00 IMG_8311 Coober Pedy 8 Mile Reds

.20z

$698.10 IMG_4033 Mintubi (3 stones)
$390/0z 1.790z (largest stone .9770z)

There are some great Stones here in this offers which would make beautiful Opal Jewellery. As always, please don’t
hesitate to inquire about anything not displayed here. All my Opal is guaranteed to be better than the pictures. If
you are not satisfied with any of your purchase | will gladly refund your money as long as the goods are untouched.

Please contact me on gem@opallover.com - Peter the Opal Lover

Advertise in this Space!
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month

Half Page Size: $20 per month

Full Page Size: $40 per month

Contact:
The Opal Express C/O
Jim Pisani
P.O. Box 4875
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org

Custom Creative Gem Cutting

Stan M. McCall
Lapidary and Jewelry Artist

Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs
Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones
(714) 220-9282
6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
custom-creative@eatrthlink.net
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) émgUNT
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $30
SELECTONE | New MEMBERS $40
INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10
PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE_(Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5
ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10
TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:
American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at

http://opalsociety.org/aos application by web.htm and complete the form. You January pay with a Credit Card or via
PayPal account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal
account is membership@opalsociety.org.

NAME

BUSINESS NAME < NAME BADGE ORDER FORM:
PLEASE PRINT NAME AS YOU

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX WISH IT TO APPEAR ON YOUR
BADGE using up to two (2) lines

CITy STATE of text for your name, nickname,
or name of your opal related

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) business.

PHONE - Home PHONE - Business FAX

¢ ) ¢ ) ¢ )

E-MAIL

WEBSITE

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information
above, please note that on the application.

OAddress O Phone O E-mail O website

Please sign here: Date

The Opal Express is published monthly by Are Your Dues Due Now?
The American Opal Society. PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-
Copyright 2012. All rights reserved. _ MAIL. There should be a date that shows the current month/year of
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise [l y5,,r membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues
Reserved. are overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue.
Editor-Jim Pisani A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note,
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to:
The Opal Express C/O received you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership

Jim Pisani thereafter. It is your responsibility to assure your dues are current.
P.O. Box 4875 Thank you

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 The Editor
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express
American Opal Society

P.O. Box 4875

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

Volume #45 Issue #1 TO:
January 2012

Some Topics In This Issue:

e AOS Officers Elections
AQOS Calendar for 2012
Solid LR Opal Cutting Advice
Precious Opal of the Virgin Valley
From Rags to Riches & Disasters
Chapter 18 — Finally the Dream

Important Dates:

January 4 Board Meeting

January 12th
January 12 - General Meeting: F’ed & c"arlo”e wa’d
e Fred & Charlotte Ward on Opals
Fred & Charlotte Ward, noted authors On opals

on numerous gem books, will give a N
talk on Opals on January 12" at the I
general meeting.

Katella Ave.

— GENERAL MEETINGS —

2nd Thurs. of the Month
7:00 pm - 9:00 PM

Magnolip Ave.
Gilbert pt.
Brookhfirst St
Euclid Ave.

[l

Chapman Ave.

Garden Grove Civic Women’s Club
9501 Chapman Ave.
Garden Grove, CA 92841

(NE corner of Gilbert & Chapman)
Garden Grove Blvd.

MEETING ACTIVITIES \
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers,

Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities Meeting Location
22 Freeway

#

The American Opal Society
http://OpalSociety.org
Pete Goetz President (714) 530-3530  email: mpgl1022@aol.com
LaVerne Christenson Treasurer (714) 531-4041  email: laverne@socal.rr.com
Jim Pisani Editor & Webmaster  (714) 815-4638 email: editor@opalsociety.org
Gene LeVan Show Chairman (562) 208-7494  email: fineblackopal@sprynet.com
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