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President’s Message 
By Pete Goetz 

Well fellow Opalholics another year has come and almost gone. 
We have one meeting left that is our annual Christmas party at the 
women's club in Garden Grove.  We could use some side dishes.  
The Society will provide the main dish, potatoes, hot vegetable, etc. 
You don't need to bring a dish to be there, come on down. 

The BOD has been looking at several new venues for the 
annual OPAL show. So far we have not had a great deal of luck.  
There is one place that sounds promising, be we haven't been able 
to check it out yet.  If any of you know of a place that might fit our 
needs let me know and we can check it out. 

The New Year is upon us.  This would be a good time for us to 
reflect on the future of our society.  Things to think about:  How do 
we increase membership? Should we change our focus and include 
other gems and minerals in our name?  Example: "Opal and Gems 
Society"?  How often should we meet?  How do we build our image 
in the community and the gem industry? Russ has been able to get 

the AOS included in the Anaheim Arts Council's Calendar. (hey-hey 
Russ) Which brings us to advertising… There is no doubt in my 
mind that we should do a better job. I will send out a note in next 
OPALEXPRESS concerning this subject. 

 

 

2007 Christmas Party with past and present members 

 
2005 Christmas Party with Gene LeVan giving Dr. Walt Johnson a 
Life Time Recognition Plaque 

 
2010 Christmas Party with Evelyn Nissan, Bob Dixon, Hisako 
Schlatter and Jim Pisani supervising Eva Coan cutting the turkey, 
with Veronica Purpura in the background. 
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Hitting it Big in the Middle of Nowhere: 
Three Locals Find Over $50,000 worth of Opals Gem 
Mining in Nevada 

Nov. 16, 2012    By Paul T. Choate 
 
Three Watauga County locals hit it big during an August trip to 
Nevada to dig for the rarest type of opal in the world, wood opals 
called “conk” after the bacteria that help form it. 
Lucas and Justin Critcher, with Foggy Mountain Gem Mine, and 
Buddy Haney, owner of JBH Imports, decided towards the end of 
the summer that they wanted to take an adventure to dig for opals. 
They selected the Rainbow Ridge Opal Mine in Denio, Nev., and set 

off on their trip. What they found while out there was more than they 
could have dreamed for. 
“The whole trip was just kind of crazy — from there being massive 
wildfires and us getting stranded in them to us hitting it really, really 
big out there and getting thousands of dollars’ worth of opal,” Lucas 
Critcher said. 
Upon arriving in Nevada, there was a mistake on the vehicle they 
intended to rent, so as a result they were forced to get a GMC 
Yukon. This ended up being a convenient mistake because Critcher 
noted when telling the story of their adventure that the wildfires 
caused quite a mix up in regards to their accommodations the first 
night. 
He described the hotel as “literally like five hotel rooms in the middle 
of nowhere, 80 miles from anywhere,” and when they arrived they 
discovered firemen who had been fighting the wildfires sleeping in 
every available room. Forced to sleep in the car, the three were 
suddenly glad they ended up with a full-sized SUV. 
During three days of digging, the trio collectively found around 
$50,000 to $60,000 worth of conk opals. Haney found one piece that 
was worth anywhere from $10,000 to $12,000 by itself. 
 “We hit it bigger than most people ever hit it that go there for years,” 
Lucas Critcher said. 
Now back in Boone, the Critcher brothers are offering a great deal of 
what they found for sale at Foggy Mountain. Some of the opals have 
been cut down as jewelry, some are for sale as is and a few will be 
kept and put on display. As for the very best of what they found… 
 “You always keep the best one for yourself,” Lucas Critcher said 
with a laugh, adding, however, “Anything is for sale though, for the 
right price.” 
For Lucas Critcher, it was the biggest hit ever in the United States, 

American Opal Society Calendar 

Date General Meeting Topic / Speaker 

12-Jan-12 Fred & Charlotte Ward on Opals 

09-Feb-12 
Gretchen Krutz on Jewelry Design and 
Wax Carving. 

08-Mar-12 
Jim Pisani on the World of Jade, with an 
emphasis on California Jade 

12-Apr-12 
Mike Woodard Photography – Gem 
micro-photography 

10-May-12 
Pete Goetz on Cooking Andamooka 
Matrix 

14-Jun-12 Live Opal Auction 

12-Jul-12 Opal Cutting Seminar 

09-Aug-12 Member Show & Tell 

13-Sep-12 Connie Grundke on Intarsia 

11-Oct-12 Opal & Gem Show Work Session 

03-Nov-12 45th Annual Opal & Gem Show 

04-Nov-12 45th Annual Opal & Gem Show 

08-Nov-12 Opal & Gem Show Recap 

13-Dec-12 AOS Christmas Party Potluck 

 

Opal rough 

 

Lucas Critcher and Buddy Haney with a huge chunk of opalized 
petrified wood. Photo by Justin Critcher 

http://www.hcpress.com/img/IMG_20120817_133338.jpg
http://www.hcpress.com/img/IMG_20120817_171734.jpg
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though he noted an even bigger hit once while in Brazil looking for 
emerald crystals. 
Foggy Mountain employees do much of the gem searching 
themselves for what is located in their mine and in their shop. About 
50 percent of their stones are collected locally. As for the others, the 
staff goes out all over the country collecting gemstones periodically. 
 “We’re not just a business where we come here from nine to five 
and we go home and that’s it,” Lucas Critcher said. 
Started inside of Tweetsie Railroad in 1998, Foggy Mountain Gem 
Mine has over the years expanded into their own shop, now located 
at 4416 N.C. 105 South in Boone. The shop is currently operating on 
winter hours, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesday through Monday. 
After Memorial Day the shop will return to summer hours, 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. seven days a week. 
Lucas Critcher, the shop’s manager, is a graduate gemologist from 
the Gemological Institute of America and also a member of the 
National Association of Jewelry Appraisers. 
For more information, call 828-963-4367 or visit 
foggymountaingems.com.  From http://www.hcpress.com 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
I love Gem Chrysocolla, AKA Gem Silica.  It reminds me of 
Peruvian Opal. The Editor 

Gem Chrysocolla 
Chalcedony infused with neon colored copper minerals 
 

The date was May 1, 1893. As darkness fell on the World 
Exposition, President Grover Cleveland pushed a button providing 
electricity to one hundred thousand incandescent lamps, illuminating 
the entire fairgrounds for the first time. This “City of Light” was the 
brainchild of Nikola Tesla working for Westinghouse, and it marked 
a turning point in the battle between Thomas Edison’s direct current 
and Tesla’s alternating current. From that time on, more than 80 
percent of all electrical devices ordered in the United States were for 
alternating current. 

As consumers demanded more and more electrical devices 
made with copper wire, the demand for copper ore skyrocketed and 
the mining industry responded. Mines across the country that had 
previously ignored copper in the pursuit of gold and silver, suddenly 
discovered a new source of revenue. For gem and mineral 
collectors, the result was an increased supply of the green and blue 
minerals associated with copper ore. Two of the more recognizable 
minerals are malachite and turquoise, but there are well over 100 
minerals containing copper. 

The mineral we are interested in here is chrysocolla, a hydrated 
copper silicate with formula (Cu,Al)2H2Si2O5(OH)4·nH2O. (Try to 

say that three times fast!) This bluish-green mineral forms as 
botryoidal or rounded masses and crusts, or vein fillings in copper 
ore, and it is usually found mixed with malachite, cuprite and azurite. 

Its neon colors make it an extremely attractive mineral 
specimen. Unfortunately its hardness of 2.5 to 3.5 makes it too soft 
for use in jewelry. Fortunately, there have been some instances 
where the chrysocolla combines with chalcedony quartz resulting in 
a durable and beautiful gemstone known as gem silica, or gem 
chrysocolla. The most prolific source for gem chrysocolla was 
Arizona, and the two top producers were the Ray Mine and the 
Inspiration Mine. Unfortunately neither mine has produced for over 
twenty years so the majority of gem silica in the market today is 
coming from collections. As modern methods of mining become 

 
A Virgin Valley wood replacement (Conch) Opal courtesy of 
RockawayOpals.com 

 

Gem Silica Rough, Arizona; Despite the names chrysocolla 
chalcedony and gem silica chrysocolla, gem silica is not really a 
form of chrysocolla. Its only connection with chrysocolla is that 
both minerals are colored by the same copper salts. So the names 
can be confusing. In fact gem silica is a form of chalcedony, the 
microcrystalline variety of quartz. 

 

Gem Silica Cabochon 
Prices for gem silica can easily reach $50 to $100 a carat, with 
high grade material selling for over $200 a carat. A top grade 
specimen would be distinguished by good translucency, consistent 
and strong color saturation, and the absence of inclusions 

http://foggymountaingems.com/


 

The Opal Express The American Opal Society  December 2012        Page 4 

more automated, it is increasingly difficult to stop operations and 
extract gem chrysocolla if it is encountered. There are still some pick 
and shovel mining operations that produce small quantities of gem 
chrysocolla, most notably in Peru. 

The name chrysocolla comes from the Greek words chrysos 
meaning gold and kolla meaning glue. The name was first used by 
Theophrastus in 315BC as the name of material used to solder gold. 
Ironically, as scientists continue to study ancient gold artifacts the 
latest data indicates that the material was probably a cadmium 
sulfide known as greenockite instead of chrysocolla!  

Since chrysocolla is almost always found with other copper 
minerals, desirable local mixes are often given specific trade names. 
Perhaps the two most well-known are Parrot Wing jasper, and Eilat 
stone. Eilat stone is a variegated blue and green mixture of 
chrysocolla, malachite, turquoise and other copper minerals found 
on the Gulf of Aqaba, near the northwestern end of the Red Sea. 
Parrot Wing jasper is a copper mineral mix that featured a neon 
green color with red, brown, darker green, and blue mixed in. The 
original deposit was mined in the 1980s near Sinaloa, Mexico, but is 
no longer available. 

Since both of these materials are mixes, copper minerals from 
all over the globe frequently get substituted and it is virtually 
impossible to prove or disprove origin.  
From http://www.vgems.net 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Rare coin auctioned off for $430G 
Associated Press        Nov. 23, 2012 
MELVILLE, N.Y. – A silver Colonial Massachusetts coin from 1652 
that was found in a potato field has been auctioned for $430,000. 
Newsday reports that an East Hampton, N.Y., woman found the coin 
23 years ago with a metal detector. 
It garnered four times as much as auction officials expected. It was 
sold last week at the Colonial Coin Collectors Club in Baltimore. 

The coin is one of eight known to exist. 
It was first auctioned in 1992 by Lillian King and sold to an auction 
house for $35,200. The man who ended up buying the coin from the 
auction house resold it last week for the large sum. 
King tells the newspaper that she wishes she had waited to sell the 
coin. 
From more:  http://www.foxnews.com 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

$300,000 in Gold Dust Found in Sacramento 
Home during HVAC Installation 

 Nov. 20, 2012 
SACRAMENTO (CBS13) – Sacramento homeowners called for 
what was going to be an expensive new heating and air system but 
ending up striking gold. 
Workers installing the equipment found a secret gold stash hidden 
away in the house. 
They pride on customer service at Clark & Rush, but this is one 
guarantee they say they can’t make, finding gold on every house 
call. The total value of what they found was $300,000 worth of gold. 
The total cost of the HVAC installation was around $6,500. 
After hundreds and hundreds of HVAC installations, Steve Ottley 
said the jackpot discovery was one of a kind. 
“I still can’t believe it today,” he said. “It’s unreal. We kind of just 
looked at each other and said ‘wow’.” 
Back in September, beneath the floor grill of an older home, Steve 
and his partner discovered 12 baby food jars filled to the brim with 
gold dust. 
“I looked at it and said, ‘I think that’s gold,’” he said.  
Clark & Rush has been in Sacramento for 50 years and they’re 
celebrating their golden anniversary. But don’t expect a guarantee of 
“gold after every installation.”  
“That’s one promise we can’t make, but I can say this, the integrity 
and professionalism of Clark & Rush, every time we find this type of 
thing, we are always trustworthy and upfront,” Mark Thyne said. 
Where the gold came from is still a mystery. The lucky homeowners 
didn’t want to be part of the story, but we’re told they’re handling 
their new gold just fine. 

 

Gem Chrysocolla with flecks of green malachite in chalcedony. 
Mined back in the 1950's in Arizona’s Miami/Globe region.  
Price: $335, From  http://www.gerardscottdesigns.com  

 

1652 Colonial Massachusetts silver coin 

 

Baby jars filled with Gold Dust 

http://www.vgems.net/
http://www.foxnews.com/
http://www.gerardscottdesigns.com/
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And in a moment of honesty, Steve told us for a split-second he 
considered sneaking off with the golden discovery. 
“I’ve had similar incidents happened to me where jewelry and gold 
was taken from me,” he said. 
Believe it or not, this isn’t the first time this has happened at Clark 
and Rush. Back in the 1980s workers discovered $25,000 worth of 
gold coins. 
From http://sacramento.cbslocal.com/ 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

From Rags to Riches 
By Peter Greisl 

 

Chapter 29 - The Great Development 
 

It seemed to be a repetitious task every morning, breakfast and 
getting to the Shop and Johnny going to the claim. What the 
difference is this morning, we have a hell of a lot of Dirt to move still 
before we could assess the situation, if we continue or move on to 
another Claim. 

Johnny and I we discussed briefly what we are trying to do and 
once we know what’s going on we will make the final decision. 

Johnny left and I went to the shop, I took of my bandages and 
rubbed some lard on my hands from a container I will take with me 
when I o to the claim. 

About mid-morning Laszlo called in and told me the 
Compressor parts have arrived and he will get it ready so I can 
collect it this evening, I told him I had not time this evening it will 
have to be tomorrow, he accepted and he left. Well that’s some 
good news as we will not have to blast anymore other than when it 
is impossible to shift the dirt with the Jackhammer.  

The day went well and hassles free, I cleaned up got a 
container of Lard and shut the shop and drove to the claim. 

Johnny was on top and pulling buckets, he looked tired and was 
covered from head to foot in dust and dirt. 

When he saw me he just said, “thank god, I am stuffed,” “Son 
take it easy your relief has arrived.” He had dried blood covering his 
leg from the Knee down to his foot. I said “what happened?” He 
replied I kneeled on a sharp piece of potch.” “Are you ok?” I asked. 
It’s only a small cut I always bleed like a stuck pig with the slightest 
scratch.” He said.   

I told him about the Compressor which pleased him, and told 
him I am going down and do as many buckets as I can. He asked 
how my hands are which reminded me to get the container of lard 
from the car. I had removed the bandages in the shop this morning, I 
greased the blisters with lard which formed a new skin and became 
quite flexible. I said to cheer him up,” Just look at the bright side at 
least we know there is potch there and where is potch there must be 
Opal,” Yeah Blood Opal” he replied, and smiled. 

“Let the rumble begin I shouted and went down, Johnny sent 
the empty bucket down, I hooked up the next full one and he pulled 
it up. 

I had now three empty buckets and made my way to the 
disaster area, and I was amazed, he moved a hell of a lot off dirt. I 
am sure we will finish this evening and have it all cleaned out. I 
started filling the buckets one by one and moved them to the shaft to 
pull them up, It was back breaking work as you are on your knees 
and have to shovel the dirt in to the buckets. 

I think I must have done about 18 buckets and I decided not to 
give in, I shouted to Johnny “I am having a breather for a couple 
minutes and will continue down here,” He replied with a Ok, and I 
grabbed a shovel and climbed up the mount towards the gap 
between the ceiling and the top of the mount and started pushing 
the dirt down so I can see more of what is going on. 

I opened up as much as I could and shone the light in and I 
noticed on the right side, of the blast the brown band again which is 
so familiar to me, I got really excited as I knew it was the opal level 
and that gave me the necessary strength and encouragement to 

keep going. I crawled down and went to shaft and shouted to 
Johnny, “Let’s get going it is looking good.” I sent up the next three 
buckets and the next three buckets, I was like a robot or as if I was 
on steroids. I did not feel the pain in my hands which started 
bleeding, I just wiped them off and rubbed some more lard on it and 
continued and I pictured a nice parcel waiting for us. It must have 
been some time since I had a rest, I noticed that I am already 
moving dirt which I pushed down from the top and the hill is getting 
smaller and smaller.  A few boulders had to be placed in the buckets 
and moved. After some time Johnny shouted down we better 
change over. So I just filled the last bucket and sent them all up and 
received the empty ones and I went up the top. 

I said to Johnny “looks good and there is not more than about 
10 or 12 buckets left.” “Great he replied lets finish it.” 

He went down and I sat near the shaft on one of the two small 
fold up stools we have and waited till I heard from Johnny. It was 
getting dark so I lit the Hurricane Lamp, and listened to the distant 
sounds of motors running which of course were large generators, 
and then a whistle and I started the winch and pulled the buckets. 
My hands were burning like they were on fire I totally ripped the new 
skin off, so I have to start all over again, but the worst part of this job 
is going to be finish tonight. 

Finally a big “Kooeee” sounded from the shaft which I am sure 
was Johnny letting me know the dirt is gone. 

I pulled the last buckets and sent all the empty ones down 
turned off the winch motor and climbed down. When I went to the 
tunnel it was not as bad as we thought it would be, we still had the 
width but we had an additional 2 foot of head room we could actually 
stand up in there, we looked around and there was the level again 
running right around the tunnel, and we saw some reflection of our 
lights in various places but no colour. I commented I liked the height 
but that makes the level lower and we still have to be on our knees 
to gouge out under level so we can drop it. The only way is to have 
this height we would have to dig out the bottom by two feet and that 
is a lot of extra work. This tunnel is now about eight feet long and all 
the level was gone if there was one, but according to what we saw 
there would have to be one and we got it all on top of the mullock 
heap now where  we put there yesterday in a different place. 

Johnny said,” Tomorrow I will sift thru the stuff on top and see 
what’s there. 

“I have to say” I started “we were very lucky, and I can see the 
wide gypsum band again and feel more relieved.  

I said to Johnny “Mate let’s call it a night, and see our Nurse so 
she can patch us up, and I am famished.” 

We got all our gear put it into the Ute and drove home. On the 
way home I remembered Chris and I we were going to see Doug 
Johnson after 4pm, I totally forgot after last night’s disaster. When 
we got home Chris was waiting and said to me, did you forget 
something?” I replied yes I remembered when I drove home.”  “Well 
I saved your bacon, I saw Doug Johnson when he arrived as he was 
late also he came across and tried to apologize for not being home 
on time to see us, I told him of your dilemma and he understood and 
we made it for Saturday as he will be here and fly to Adelaide on 
Sunday. 

” Well done darling,” I replied. 
“I think you two better clean up first and then we have dinner 

and you can tell me all about your day and also the Idea you have.” 
Chris said to us. 

“My God look at your hands and your leg what happened?” 
Chris said to us. 

“Oh nothing major I rubbed the skin off again and started 
bleeding, and Johnny cut his leg on some sharp piece of potch, but 
we will live” I retorted. 

Johnny got in the shower first and Beatrix came to me and 
asked me if it is hurting, I said “only a little.”  I told Chris how hard 
we both had been working today, and we finished the cleanup in the 
tunnel. And tomorrow he has a bit of a breather as he will be looking 

http://sacramento.cbslocal.com/2012/11/20/300000-in-gold-dust-found-in-sacramento-home-during-hvac-installation/
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through the mullock we sent up which could have been the level 
which blew out.  

Johnny came out of the shower all spic and span with clean 
clothes and a 5 o’clock shadow on his face.  

And there was still slowly blood seeping from the gash, Chris 
and I had a quick look and it was quite a big gash, which I feel 
needed stitching. Chris agreed and we suggested we take him up to 
the hospital to get it seen to. 

Of course he declined and said that he had worse than that and 
never got it stitched.  I said, “it’s your leg, don’t come to me with the 
excuse your leg hurts and you would like a day off for convalescing, 
this is not a holiday camp you know.” I laughed, he just replied, 
“Bloody Slave driver,”  

I went in to the shower and Chris got her 1
st
 Aid Kit and started 

to attend to Johnny’s wound. As I undressed I heard this scream,” 
Holy Shit that Burns,” 

I smiled to myself as I knew it was Chris putting Iodine on the 
Cut. When I got under the water it was also burning my hands but I 
gritted my teeth and washed them good with soap. I put on some 
clean clothes and got out there Johnny was sitting with his knee all 
bandaged up, and had a big grin on his face, “It is your turn now” he 
said. I know but I don’t need Iodine as it is not bleeding like yours it 
is only weeping.” Anyhow Chris got some dettol again and bathed 
the areas where the skin was gone, put on some lanolin and 
bandaged both hands, our place looked like Red Cross Station in a 
war zone. 

Chris said “I better get some supplies next time I am in town.” I 
asked, when do you want to go shopping can you wait till Saturday,” 
I asked. As long as you bring home what we need urgently then I 
can, “Chris replied. 

“Ok Boys, ready for dinner, we have beef and noodles, and a 
Apple Pie for sweets,” Chris told us. She dished up and I said, “What 
happened with the steaks and chops I have been bringing home, the 
last few days?” Chris looked at me sort of concerned about my 
question, and she started explaining about Marianne, Blue’s wife 
where he is the drunk and does not give her any money, Chris said 
“she has been over here and saw me and was crying that she got no 
food for the Kids and Blue has blown all is pay he got from Johnny 
Lyons etc. So I gave her $10.00 so she can buy milk and bread etc., 
and gave her also some Steaks, Chops and Sausages we had left 
from last week’s meat you brought home.” Johnny said,” that 
Bastard isn’t there anything that can be done about it, like Johnny 
Lyon only giving Blue so much and the rest to Marianne?” “I don’t 
think Johnny Lyon would like to be involved in such matters” I said, 
Chris said to me, “You are not made at me are you?” Of course not 
darling, Just be careful about giving money, if Blue finds out he 
might steal from her or gets angry or crazy toward you.” 

Chris nodded and said,” I will tell Marianne if I can help and she 
is desperate I will, but not with money.” Very good darling.” I replied. 
“Now let me tell you guys this brilliant  Idea I have, tomorrow 
morning before going to the shop I call in to Laszlo and ask him if he 
can weld a frame to the Compressor and mount a Car generator 
with Regulator and a pulley on top of the starter pulley to run the 
generator, we then have a battery and a couple of old head lights 
mounted on a piece of plywood and attach the headlights with a long 
cable long enough to reach to where we working in the tunnels and 
we have light, the compressor is driving the generator which in turn 
keeps the battery charged, and we have lights in the mine,” “ Now 
tell me am I a genius or not?” and I smiled. Johnny said “absolutely 
brilliant.” I said I could have another one separate to mount it on the 
Winch frame not a fixture so it can be taken down, and we have 
lights up the top as well.”  

After dinner and coffee and apple pie, Johnny excused himself 
and told us his leg is hurting and he wants to go and lie down. Of 
course, go to bed it is already 9:30pm.  

Chris put Beatrix to bed and we just sat there and I started 
telling Chris how hard this work is and I never ever worked that hard 
in my life, but every time I am feeling down I keep remembering the 

beautiful stones which I am determined to find in the hope to 
become financially free, and to give her and Beatrix a better life and 
future, I do admire all the people which had a big strike and I 
appreciate what they most likely went through to achieve their goal. I 
am convinced, I said we will find the Rainbow Rock, every night 
before I go off to sleep I see myself holding several ounces of this 
beautiful gem in my hand and that what makes me forget the aches 
and pains I experience in the search of Opal. That’s why when there 
is some sort of a distraction from following my dream it makes me 
more anxious and determined not to give up and continue till I 
fulfilled my dream.  

Chris was listening very attentively and did not interrupt, at the 
end she just said, “Darling you a good man and a good Father and 
Husband, I have no complaint what so ever, you always came 
through and we had been in very sticky situations. I remember just 
one of the instances, when we bought the house in St. Mary’s just 
12 month after we arrived here in Australia with only 5 pound to our 
name you worked very hard and Beatrix was a baby, and we 
managed to save the deposit and you got me the House, I never 
forget how you carried me over the threshold when we got the keys 
to move in, but then a few month after I lost my job and I could not 
find one in St. Mary’s we were on the verge of losing the house. But 
you went out and found additional work on a Stud farm near 
Liverpool, which paid you 2 pound for the weekend which made the 
difference of eating  and paying the mortgage, I remember what you 
told me, one day the boss ask if you could use a welder as some of 
the gates needed welding, you told him you can and he got you to 
do some welding but he did not have a Welding shield, you told him 
you need one, and he told you it is only a few spots to touch and you 
should squint your eyes together, you told him it dangerous and he 
said if you don’t want to do it well I will find someone who does, and 
you might as well finish. So you did weld as you could not afford to 
lose the job and you finished off with having a flash and went nearly 
blind, I remember when Sam a co-worker brought you home from 
the Nepean Hospital with your eyes bandaged I nearly died, I 
thought you were blind. You did this just so we are able to keep the 
house. 

So my Darling, That’s why I am not scared, as I know you will 
always find a way to look after us, and I am also convinced you will 
fulfill your dream and find this magnificent Rainbow Rock in 
abundance. I kissed her and said, “Darling there is no mountain too 
high or job too hard for me to conquer just to make sure you both 
are well taken care off.” 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Whangdoodle Mine Opal 
From the Randude Weekly Blog 

After a few hours, the party packed up and went down the road 
a ways to one of very few fire opal claim called Wang Doodle. This 
opal was teeny tiny stuff coming out of the bubbles in red volcanic 
rock - you know... the really rough rock that has lots of larger air 
bubbles in it. Well, sometimes these bubbles are not filled with air or 
gas, they are filled with chalcedony - usually agate, sometimes opal, 
and much more rarely - fire opal. Again, we were not prepared. We 
had shovels and a rake and turned up more than a few rocks, but 
we did not have a pick to break the opals out of the rock. Still, we 
had some fun and even found a few small opals that had some 
really nice fire to them! 
http://randudeweekly.blogspot.com/2010/03/teardrop-of-whangdoodle.html 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Geology of the Whangdoodle Opal Deposit, 
Owyhee County, ID 

By Philip S. Neuhoff, Ph.D.  
The Whangdoodle opal deposit held under claim by the Idaho 

Gem Club is perhaps the best known of a host of precious opal 
occurrences in Owyhee County, Idaho. The deposit reportedly was 
discovered in the 1890's during a time in which opal mining in Idaho 
was at its peak. The famed Hungarian opal deposits had nearly 

http://randudeweekly.blogspot.com/2010/03/teardrop-of-whangdoodle.html


 

The Opal Express The American Opal Society  December 2012        Page 7 

played out, the great opal deposits of Australia we just beginning to 
be mined, and Owyhee County appeared poised to be one of the 
world's great sources of precious opal. (The Gem City deposit near 
Moscow and Opal Butte in Oregon were also very active during this 
period; Spencer would not be discovered for another 50 years). 
Considerable opal was mined during this period from a number of 
localities in Owyhee County, including Whangdoodle, until the 
difficulty of extracting opal from the volcanic rocks and the prolific  
supply from Australia caused the end of commercial opal mining in 
western Idaho.  

During its main production years, the Whangdoodle deposit was 
said to have consisted of an open cut and a 40 foot shaft (cf. Eckert, 
A.W., 1997, The World of Opals. John Wiley and Sons, 448 pp.). 
Today little remains of these workings, with the claim occupying a 
low knob in the Squaw Creek canyon that shows little evidence of 
mining except for some hand-dug pits and piles of broken rock. 
Nevertheless, the locality still produces precious opal of fine quality 
with exquisite flash fire patterns primarily in red and green.  

The deposit is located within a series of relatively young 
volcanic rocks that cover the flank of the Owyhee Mountains. The 
host rock for the Whangdoodle deposit is a Miocene lava flow within 
a formation referred to on geologic maps as the "Lower basalt of the 
Owyhee Mountains". The age of this flow is likely be-tween 5 and 16 
million years old. Deposited on top of this lava flow are a series of 
other volcanic rocks including latites, more basalts (the upper basalt 
of the Owyhee Mountains), and rhyolites.  

The Whangdoodle deposit is fairly typical of precious opal 
deposits occurring in basaltic lavas. The opal-bearing lava is a fairly 
typical basalt lava flow that was erupted subaerially (that is, on 
land). These lavas typically are very massive in the centers of the 
flow, with the bottoms and especially the tops containing abundant 
vesicles, or gas cavities, that formed as gases came out of solution 

once the lava erupted and was no longer under pressure. These 
vesicles provided pore space for fluids to move through the lavas, 
dissolving minerals and volcanic glass within the flow and depositing 
new materials such as opal, clays, and calcite within the vesicles. 
Vesicles within this lava flow typically range in size from 1 mm to a 
cm, though occasionally larger vesicles are found. This limits the 
size of opals found in the deposit, though sometimes larger opals 
are found (up to a couple of cm) that formed in unusually large 
vesicles or veins (a good example is the President's opal entrusted 
to the club's president each year).  

Precious opal such as that found at Whangdoodle forms under 
a very restricted set of temperature and pressure conditions. The 
play of color seen in precious opal is caused by light diffraction by 
spheres of silica within the opal. For this to occur, the opal needs to 
be devoid of any regular crystallinity (most common opal is at least 
partially crystalline with atomic do-mains similar to the silica minerals 
cristobalite or tridymite). Completely non-crystalline opal only forms 
are very low temperatures, probably less than 120 °F. If 
temperatures are higher than this, common opal, chalcedony, or 
quartz will form instead. Thus, during formation of the Whangdoodle 
deposit the temperature must have been quite cool. As one follows 
the lava flow to the South away from the main digging area, opal 
disappears and instead the vesicles are filled with chalcedony and 
quartz, indicating that the fluids altering this portion of the flow were 
hotter (too hot to form precious opal).  
From http://www.idahogemclub.com/news/2012/Apr12.pdf 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

December 2012 Gem & Mineral Shows 
More shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-
dates-display/?ShowState=ALL 
7-9—COSTA MESA, CA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc.; OC 
Fair & Event Center; 88 Fair Dr.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $7 
(weekend pass), children (11 and under) free; jewelry, gems, beads, crystals, 
silver, rocks, minerals, exhibitors, on-site jewelry repair; contact Yooy 
Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: 
www.gemfaire.com 
7-9—NORCROSS, GA: Annual show; Mammoth Rock Shows; North Atlanta 
Trade Center; 1700 Jeurgens Ct.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $4 
(three-day pass), students and children free; 50 dealers, mineral and fossil 
specimens novice collectors, children, high-end collectors and museums, 
rough rock, gold and silver findings, lapidary tools and equipment, beads, 
jewelry creations, loose and mounted precious stones, on-site jewelry 
repairs, hourly drawings, grand door prize; contact Richard Hightower, 7334 
Quail Run Rd., Lizella, GA 31052, (800) 720-9624; e-mail: 
staff@mammothrock.com; Web site: www.mammothrock.com 
7-9—SAN BERNARDINO, CA: Tailgate Sale; Orange Belt Gem & Mineral 
Society; Western Regional Little League Ball Park; 6707 Little League Dr.; 
Fri. 9-dusk, Sat. 9-dusk, Sun. 9-dusk; free admission; rocks, gems, minerals, 
jewelry, crafts, tools, rough, slabs, carvings, books, beads, fossils; contact 
Ken Gard, 205 W. Benedict #8, San Bernardino, CA 92408, (909) 624-1782; 
e-mail: kengard@roadrunner.com; Web site: OBMSRocks.yolasite.com 
8-9—DERIDDER, LA: Annual show; DeRidder Gem & Mineral Society; 
Beauregard Fair Grounds Bldg.; 610 West Dr.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $2, 
children (under 12) free, military with ID free Sun.; hands-on demonstrations, 
knapping, cabbing, faceting, beading, wire wrapping, rough rock, finished 
jewelry, silent auction, equipment, LA opal rough, cabs and jewelry; contact 
Adam Valin, (337) 585-3693 
14-16—SANTA BARBARA, CA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc.; 
Earl Warren Showgrounds; 3400 Calle Real; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
adults $7 (weekend pass), children (11 and under) free; jewelry, gems, 
beads, crystals, silver, rocks, minerals, exhibitors, on-site jewelry repair; 
contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:  
21-23—SAN DIEGO, CA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc.; 
Scottish Rite Center; 1895 Camino del Rio S.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
admission $7 (weekend pass), children (11 and under) free; jewelry, gems, 
beads, crystals, silver, rocks, minerals, exhibitors, on-site jewelry repair; 
contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: 
www.gemfaire.com 
 

 

Map of Idaho Gem Locations - #4 is the Whangdoodle Mine 

http://www.idahogemclub.com/news/2012/Apr12.pdf
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
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"From Rags to Riches" 
 

The book, From Rags to Riches by Peter Greisl, that 
has been printed a chapter at a time in this newsletter 
is finally in print.  From Rags to Riches is the 
autobiography of a real opal miner in the Australian 
Outback town of Andamooka. 

 
 
To purchase the book, please visit the website, 
http://opallover.com and follow the online purchasing 
instructions. 
 
You can also contact Peter Greisl personally and 
place an order.  You can contact Peter at +61 417 
555923 or e-mail him at gem@opallover.com. Peter will accept MasterCard, 
Visa, or PayPal. 
 
Peter will return your call, you can send a text with your Card details including 
CVV and complete Shipping address, He will text you back with the shipping or 
postage cost prior to processing your card. 

Visit Rockaway Opals 
Select Cup Opals 

Australian…Ethiopian…Black…Crystal…Boulder 

 

Fine Opal Jewelry 
Custom Designed by Artists 

 
www.rockawayopals.com  

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 
Stan M. McCall 

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist 
 

Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs 
Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing 

Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones 
(714) 220-9282 

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630 
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/ 

custom-creative@earthlink.net 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available 

TIKKA OPALS 
 

E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au 
 

www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com 
 

phone: +61-7-55469324 
mobile: +61-417-421205 

Advertise in this Space! 
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month 
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month 

Half Page Size: $20 per month 
Full Page Size: $40 per month 

Contact: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 

E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

http://opallover.com/
mailto:gem@opallover.com
http://www.rockawayopals.com/
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
mailto:custom-creative@earthlink.net
mailto:mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
http://www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com/
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application 

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) 
AMOUNT 
PAID 

DUES: 
SELECT ONE 

RENEWING MEMBERS $30   

NEW MEMBERS $40   

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10   

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE (Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5   

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10   

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:  

 

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to: 

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at 
http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal 
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account 
is membership@opalsociety.org.  

 

NAME 
 

BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX 

CITY STATE 

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) 

PHONE - Home 
(           ) 

PHONE - Business 
(           ) 

FAX 
(           ) 

E-MAIL 

WEBSITE 

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be 
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information 
above, please note that on the application. 

 Address  Phone  E-mail  Website   

Please sign here: ________________________________________ Date _____________ 
 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 
The American Opal Society. 

Copyright 2012. All rights reserved. 
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise 

Reserved. 

Editor-Jim Pisani 
Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: 

The Opal Express C/O 
Jim Pisani 

P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org  

Are Your Dues Due Now? 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-
MAIL. There should be a date that shows the current month/year of 
your membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues 
are overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue. 
A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note, 
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not 
received you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership 
thereafter. It is your responsibility to assure your dues are current. 
Thank you, 
 
The Editor 

NAME BADGE ORDER FORM: 

PLEASE PRINT NAME AS YOU 
WISH IT TO APPEAR ON YOUR 
BADGE using up to two (2) lines 
of text for your name, nickname, 
or name of your opal related 
business. 

http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm
mailto:membership@opalsociety.org
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 
P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
 

   

Volume #45 Issue #12 
December 2012 

   

 

Some Topics In This Issue: 
 Three Find $50K of Opals Mining in NV 

 Gem Chrysocolla 

 Rare coin auctioned off for $430G 

 $300K in Gold during AC Install 

 From Rags to Riches: 
The Great Development 

 Whangdoodle Mine Opal 

 Geology of the Whangdoodle Opal 

 

  

Important Dates: 
 
December 13 - General Meeting: 

 Annual Potluck Christmas Party 
 
AOS will provide the main courses: 

 Roast Turkey, Ham 
 
Please bring a covered dish of 
vegetables, casserole, bread, dessert, 
etc., to complement the dinner! 
 
 

 
 

 

— GENERAL MEETINGS — 
 

2nd Thurs. of the Month 
7:00 pm - 9:00 PM 

 
Garden Grove Civic Women’s Club 

9501 Chapman Ave. 
Garden Grove, CA 92841 

(NE corner of Gilbert & Chapman) 
 

MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 

 
 

     

     
     

 

The American Opal Society 
http://OpalSociety.org 

Pete Goetz 
Jim Pisani 
 

President 
Editor & Webmaster 
 

(714) 530-3530 
(714) 815-4638 
 

email: mpg1022@aol.com 
email: editor@opalsociety.org  

TO: 
 

 

B
ro

o
k

h
u

rs
t 

S
t.

 

Chapman Ave. 

Katella Ave. 

Garden Grove Blvd. 

  

22 Freeway 

G
il
b

e
rt

 S
t.

 

M
a

g
n

o
li

a
 A

v
e

. 

E
u

c
li
d

 A
v
e
. 

N 

mailto:mpg1022@aol.com
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org

