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August Meeting Agenda: Opal Cutting Seminar” 
This month we will be having an Opal Cutting Seminar.  We will 

have at least two Diamond Pacific Pixie lapidary sets and 
experienced cutters for opal cutting demonstrations.  Also, bring in 
your some of your rough opal to cut.  The AOS will also provide 
rough to cut. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Last Month’s Speaker:   Stan McCall on “Inlay with a 
Twist” 

By Russ Madsen 
Stan McCall was the speaker for 
our July general meeting. Stan’s 
topic was about making a 
cabochon insert "with a twist". 
Stan has a set of earrings, each 
with two "s" curve openings and 
Stan decided to cut cabochons to 
be inserted in the openings. 
The presentation began with a 
photo of a slice of turquoise. We 
saw slides about how Stan made 
a template for the shape of the 

holes, then transferred the design onto the stone. He rough cut the 
general shape on a standard lapidary unit then used a small 
rubberized diamond wheel on a flex shaft to work the inside curves. 
The exact shape of the sides was tapered and repeatedly checked 
until the stone slipped gently into the "s" curve hole. A very precise 
fit! 
The Twist to this project is the fact that each stone was to be cabbed 
effectively in three directions. From top to bottom each stone was 
domed evenly. Then from side to side the stones were brought over 
until a uniform curvature was achieved that followed the outside 
AND the inside shapes of each stone. 

Stan brought the near-finished project to the meeting for all to see 
before it was finally assembled. After seeing Stan’s slide show and 
appreciating the excellent photos of Stan’s precise cutting, cabbing 
and polishing and after also viewing a picture of the earrings with the 
stones temporarily in place Stan brought out the actual finished 
stones and the earrings into which they were going to be set. 
One of the most striking moments of the whole talk was seeing the 
stones in the palm of Stan’s hand. Each cabochon is about 3/8" to 
1/2" tall.  
Thank you Stan for another great presentation. Nice cabochon 
cutting! 

American Opal Society Calendar 

Date General Meeting Topic / Speaker 

01/09/14 Gregg Bunch on Lab Created Quartz Crystals 

02/13/14 Video of “Gem Hunt” on Welo Opal 

03/13/14 Gabriel Mosesson on Ethiopian Welo Opal 

04/10/14 Jim Bowden on Rattlesnake Awareness 

05/08/14 Jim Pisani on an Introduction to Metal Detection 

06/12/14 Live Opal Auction 

07/10/14 Stan McCall on “Inlay with a Twist” 

08/14/14 Opal Cutting Seminar 
09/11/14 To Be Announced 
10/09/14 Opal & Gem Show Work Session 
11/08/14 47th Annual Opal, Gem, & Jewelry Show 
11/09/14 47th Annual Opal, Gem, & Jewelry Show 
11/13/14 Opal Show Recap / Possible Speaker 
12/11/14 AOS Christmas Party Potluck 

 

Stan McCall 

 

Before and after earrings with turquoise inlay. 
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Weekend Escape: Royal Peacock Mine, Nev. 
By Jay Jones, Los Angeles Times, 7/25/14 

 
Nevada's Royal Peacock mine is in true backcountry. Visitors 
can forget the cellphone and enjoy the seclusion. 
'Finders keepers' policy means a visit to Nevada's Royal 
Peacock Opal Mine might pay for itself 
 

 

 
How cool would it be to escape for a few 
days for free, without being hustled to buy 
a timeshare? The Wilson family won't 
promise your trip to their Royal Peacock 
mine will pay for itself, but it's possible 
your discovery will more than pay the cost 
of getting to northwest Nevada, home to 
one of the world's rarest gemstones, the 
black opal. Excluding airfare to Reno and 
a rental car, the trip will cost roughly $600 
for two for a two-night stay at the mine, 
digging fees and food. The "finders 
keepers" policy means guests may head 
home with valuable souvenirs. 
 
The bed 

The nearest motel — and it's a modest 
one — is nearly an hour's drive away, so 
it's best to reserve accommodations right 
at Royal Peacock Opal Mine (10 Virgin 
Valley Road, Denio; [775] 941-0374, 

royalpeacock.com). A cabin and a trailer each rents for $75 a night. 
Both have cooking facilities, so stock up on groceries in 
Winnemucca, 130 miles away. There's an RV park ($35 a night) and 
space for tents too ($7 per person, per night). 
 
The meal 

Remember that motel nearly an hour away? The Denio Junction 

Motel (State Highway 292, Denio; [775] 941-0171, 
deniojunctionmotel.com) is also where you'll find the nearest café, 
situated at a dusty crossroads. You'll meet real cowboys while 
chowing down on food from the hamburger-heavy menu; for $8.75, 
the Denio burger with cheddar and Swiss cheese, bacon and 
special sauce includes a side dish. The rustic restaurant serves 
breakfast, lunch and dinner — the grill closes at 6 p.m. sharp — and 
is a good stopping point on the way to or from the mine. 

 

Co-manager Jake Wilson (far right, in red sweatshirt) looks on as 
Kevin Beckraft, Kevin W. Edwards and Brian Beckraft hunt for 
precious gemstones at the Royal Peacock Opal Mine. 

 

Julie Wilson holds a large black opal with flecks of various colors 
encased in it. The precious gemstone was unearthed at the Wilson 
family's mine in northwest Nevada. 

 

Various tools with 
which to work the 
rock, in the hunt for 
opals, are available 
for rent. 

 

A guest cottage is available for overnight visitors at the Royal 
Peacock Opal Mine. 

 

Map to Virgin Valley 

 

Denio Junction, located 35 miles from the opal mines, is the 
closest place for folks who didn't bring their own provisions to grab 
a meal. 

http://royalpeacock.com/
http://deniojunctionmotel.com/
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The find 

Unique geological happenings 14 million years ago left this remote 
corner of Nevada rife with opals. Digging for them along an exposed 
mountainside doesn't take any special skill. Newcomers are advised 
to look for glistening, glassy formations in the otherwise dull rock. 
Kevin Beckraft of Hollywood, Fla., found a gem worth $20,000 
during his first visit nearly 20 years ago. Now he and his brother 
Brian are regulars each summer. Owner Julie Wilson said "it's like a 
slot machine. You put a quarter in and sometimes you get lucky." 
Digging fees are $75 to $190 per person per day. 
 
The lesson learned 

Guests should know this is true backcountry, with the nearest paved 
road 15 miles away. Electricity is a relative newcomer to these parts. 
Forget trying to get a cellphone signal — you won't — and enjoy the 
seclusion. 
From http://www.latimes.com/ 
Reprinted for educational purposes under the "fair use" provision of the 
U.S. Copyright Act. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Discussion Blog – Louisiana Opal 
From Treasure Hunting Wiki, 4/5/2009 to 3/17/2013 
 
rockcandyguy  
Beautiful stone and photo, Bill. Love those metallic colors, rare in the 
Aussie opals I've dug. Is the host material scoriacious basalt, like the 
Honduran opal? 
Bob  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
pvjjh  
That is an amazing opal. I am waiting for Terry, our infamous opal 
addict to reply. It is awesome! 
Paul  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Petronut   
The iridescence is spectacular, Bill. Like Bob said, a beautiful stone. 
Eric  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
pvjjh  
We are still awaiting the results of the WA opal find too. I guess 
there is still stuff out there to be found. The rocker's with them 
hammers need to get out there and keep whackin' those rocks. ;-)  
Paul  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
dancingflowers 
"No; it is composed of angular grains of quartz and feldspar 
cemented together by precious opal. It is from Vernon Parish in 

Western Louisiana along with palm wood and other petrified woods. 
It can be found along the Sabine River between Louisiana and 
Texas. 
Bill" 
Ummm, Scrumpdillyicious! I like that sparkle. Wasn't this stone from 
the Hidden Fire Opal Mine that closed in the early 90's? I think I read 
somewhere that there is an area in Mississippi that has a similar 
deposit that was recently located, but I don't know if it is open to the 
public. I'll try to find the article and see if I can dig up more 
info...after all, it is close enough to go "a-huntin`"! :)  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
dancingflowers  
"A similar find has been made in Mississippi in the same Catahoula 
Formation. Bill" 
Ok, I see now that you have already added this, guess I should have 
read the whole thread first! I found two links that have information, 
the first is where this stone was offered as a prize, and the second 
contains a great article by James E. Starnes, Geologist, about the 
find in Mississippi (the locality is being kept under wraps for obvious 
reasons...they know me too well!) LOL 
http://www.amfed.org/endow2004.htm  (copy and paste the link, the 
information about this opal is about halfway down the page) 
http://www.missgeo.com/delegates.htm  - (copy and paste the link, 
the article is on the FAR RIGHT of the page, below is an excerpt) 
"Because of the amount of volcanic ash that was deposited in the 
Catahoula Formation, a number of quartzite bearing exposures can 
be found along its outcrop belt in Mississippi. Therefore, it is 
possible that other exposures of the Catahoula Formation, as well 
as, other quartzite bearing Formations in Mississippi may also 
contain precious opal deposits that have yet to be discovered." 
See...it's out there waiting for us! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
dancingflowers  
"I will be mixing business with pleasure. 
Bill" 
Well, if you run across any of those opal deposits you mark the spot 
and let me know! :)  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
dancingflowers  
"I have meet Ben at many Gem Shows. He made Louisiana opal 
well known. The mine was on timber company land. It was 30 feet 
deep and quite large and eventually had to be shut down. " 
Why did they have to shut it down, don't they know that there are 
opal lovers that are their neighbors? Ha! Seriously, what happened 
that they had to close the mine?  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
rockcandyguy  
""Because of the amount of volcanic ash that was deposited in the 
Catahoula Formation, a number of quartzite bearing exposures can 
be found along its outcrop belt in Mississippi. Therefore, it is 
possible that other exposures of the Catahoula Formation, as well 
as, other quartzite bearing Formations in Mississippi may also 
contain precious opal deposits that have yet to be discovered." 
 
See...it's out there waiting for us!" 
Thanks for the link, Terry. Bill I think the quartzite confusion is this: 
the initial description of the Catahoula Fm termed what I would call 
silica indurated sandstone '"quartzite". To me quartzite is a 
metamorphic rock, but the authors of Catahoula papers use the term 
to describe sandstone that has been cemented by silica, perhaps 
derived from volcanic ash. On a side note, there is a fossil plant 
locality in Idaho where the same thing has happened, except that 
the material received the silica were the fossil remnants of plants. 
Locally called 'glass fossils', they can be etched to reveal amazing 
detail in leaves and seeds. 
Bob  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
dancingflowers  

http://www.latimes.com/
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/rockcandyguy
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/pvjjh
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/Petronut
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/pvjjh
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/dancingflowers
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/dancingflowers
http://www.amfed.org/endow2004.htm
http://www.missgeo.com/delegates.htm
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/dancingflowers
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/dancingflowers
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/rockcandyguy
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/dancingflowers
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"The lease required that no timber was destroyed .The depth of the 
pit was such that this could not be avoided. I understand the pit has 
been filled in. Insurance issues were also involved. I have found 
opal in southern Arkansas. It is associated with Petrified Wood.” 
In Southern Arkansas! East or West??  
Terry  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
pvjjh  
Whew Terry, I was getting worried there was an opal thread and you 
weren't in it. lol It is pretty stuff. I need, lets see, a piece bout 20 lp 
so ! can have enough to practice with to get some good pieces. lol  
Paul  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
dancingflowers  
"Whew Terry, I was getting worried there was an opal thread and 
you weren't in it. lol It is pretty stuff. I need, let’s see, a piece about 
20 lb. so! can have enough to practice with to get some good 
pieces. lol  
Paul" 

I'll see what I can do Paul.....HA!  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
dancingflowers  
"South Arkansas has tons of Petrified Wood Some of it is palm 
wood. I have palm wood from South Arkansas. If you travel from 
Malvern (the home of Billy Bob Thornton) to Fordyce you will see 
homes with pet wood decorating their yards. Just out of Fordyce is 
the home of Johnny Cash and Paul "Bear" Bryant. Some of the pet 
wood contains opal/ Most of it is common opal but there is some fire 
opal and precious opal. I know where a log is that a Rock Shop 
offered $10,000 for and that was probable low. It is near the home of 
my sister-in-law's mother's house. 
Bill" 
I am familiar with the celebrity homes that you mentioned, guess I 
just didn't realize that "there's opal in them thar woods"! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
dancingflowers  
"I hope to head down to Louisiana shortly/ Hope to find some opal. I 
know I will find some Pet Wood but I have more than I need. Billie 
can always sell the excess. Palmoxylon (Petrified palmwood), is an 
extinct genus of palm named from petrified wood found around the 
world. n Texas and Louisiana, petrified palmwood is most common 
in the Toledo Bend area, which is shared by both states. It was left 
by trees that grew when the Gulf of Mexico's shoreline was much 
farther north from its present day position. In Louisiana, petrified 
palmwood is found in the parishes of Rapides, Natchitoches, and 
Sabine. It is the state stone of Texas and the official state fossil of 
Louisiana. 
Bill" 

I hope you find some too! If you do, you be sure and let us know and 
take photos! Then we all need to plan a little trip to hunt for what you 
left behind! :-)  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MSclaiborne  
I have stumbled in on this via search engine. I was looking for opal 
in Claiborne County, MS. I'm looking on advice as far as elevations 
and etc. I've read Ben Steven's opal book. I wish I had a the line He 
drew to find his opals and could draw it through Mississippi. Along 
our hunts we stumbled on these two rocks. 
http://www.vicksburg.tv/rocks122009/. We know they are petrified 
wood. Can anyone tell us what type of wood and anything else that 
may be of help? When we first pulled up Rock #2 it had veins of 
black that have since faded away.  
 
We have looked for opal orthoquartzite without any luck. We have 
found plateaus of sandstone about a foot to many feet over many 
feet of blue clay, where we found these rocks. Both rocks where 
found near areas of underground silica steams. 
 

Any help with these rocks or signs of places to look for opal in our 
area would be appreciated. Note the geography and rock formations 
change quickly from place to place.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
keithgriffin  
"Glad to hear from you. Yes the stone is from Ben Steven's mine., 
which is now closed. It was cut by the Ark La Tex Gem & Mineral 
Society and now is on sale as a fund raiser for the American 
Federation Mineral Societies. I posted above about the find in 
Mississippi. The opal I saw cut was not near as good as the 
Louisiana Opal. 
Bill" 
SIR. You stated that Ben Stevens owned the Hidden Fire Opal Mine 
in La. . I must correct you on this. My name is Keith Griffin and I 
owned the Mine with my wife. No one else's name was on the Lease 
with Boise.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
keithgriffin  
Keith Griffin and his wife owned the mine exclusively. They are the 
only ones who knows the true story of the mine. The extent of the 
opal mine, why it closed, and whether the mine produced pure 
precious opal or not. You can contact them at 
gryffinsplace@yahoo.com. I believe they may be interested in 
writing a book on the subject.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
keithgriffin  
Bill, get your facts before putting it in print. You can contact me (the 
owner of the mine) at gryffinsplace@yahoo.com . Keith  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
aubreyreynolds9  
Please tell us the facts. I had tried to get access to the site for the 
Travel Channel when the Treasure Hunter Program was active. I 
even talked to the Chamber of Commerce at Leesville but was told 
the mine was closed and was on timber company land. If the facts 
are different than I was told I apologize/ 
. Bill Reynolds  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
aubreyreynolds9  
There seems to be a great deal of confusion about the mine. I am 
talking about the Vernon Parish Mine. Is this the same mine? The 
following article is found in the local paper "The Leesville Daily 
Reader" You might want to get them to print a retraction. The article 
reads: 
One anticipated feature at this year's show will be the Louisiana 
Opal, a native gemstone that offers the rainbow's full spectrum in 
flashes as it is tilted by its holder. The gem was mined in Vernon 
Parish, 10 feet below the surface near the Fleming Formation, but 
the mine has since been closed. All that was mined is all there is.  
In the book, "Louisiana Opal", Leesville resident Gary Moore 
recounts the story of his experiences with the gem during its first few 
years of discovery. According to Moore, as more local residents 
discovered the single opal mine, a New Orleans man by the name of 
Ben Stevens helped to achieve a lease on the property in the early 
1970s and it was mined extensively for three years. After that, Boise 
Cascade posted the area and all mining was ended.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
aubreyreynolds9  
I found this book on LA Opal. LOUISIANA OPAL' Steven's. Ben. 
F.1999. 1ST ED. Signed. 12MO. 89 P. Soft Cover with photograph 
of an opal on the front. New, Un-read. The one that dares to be 
different. The story and facts about Louisiana Opal.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
keithgriffin  
"I found this book on LA Opal. LOUISIANA OPAL' Steven's. Ben. 
F.1999. 1ST ED. Signed. 12MO. 89 P. Soft Cover with photograph 
of an opal on the front. New, Un-read. The one that dares to be 
different. The story and facts about Louisiana Opal. Has Mr Steven's 
made false claims?" 

http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/pvjjh
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/dancingflowers
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/dancingflowers
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/dancingflowers
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/MSclaiborne
http://www.vicksburg.tv/rocks122009/
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/keithgriffin
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/keithgriffin
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/keithgriffin
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/aubreyreynolds9%40gmai
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/aubreyreynolds9%40gmai
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/aubreyreynolds9%40gmai
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/keithgriffin
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Mr. Stevens is a friend of mine. He gave me funds to operate the 
mine. In exchange he simply wanted to observe how it was done. 
The opal that he sold at the shows was my opal and was supposed 
to represent me. As I was busy mining I did not go to the shows and 
do not know what he said. I contacted him by phone and he stated 
he did not know how this rumor got started. I refuse to believe he 
would make such a claim. Many things written about the mine is 
fantasy. Such as, The pit was destroying trees. The mine was 
closed because my lease entered into a production phase, which 
increased the cost of the lease. Since I had plenty of material, and 
still do, I closed the mine.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
aubreyreynolds9  
I thank you for sharing the facts with us. There still seems to be a lot 
of misinformation out there even in Vernon Parish. I also know Ben 
Stevens and he showed me pictures of the mining operation. I 
cannot say Ben ever said he was the owner of the mine. I saw him 
at the Joplin, MO show not to long ago. I might give him a call. It is 
interesting that you have a large amount of LA Opal. Could you post 
some pictures? Again thank you for posting the interesting 
information. Could the mine be reopened?  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
aubreyreynolds9  
Ben lost control of his recreational vehicle in heavy traffic on 
Interstate 12 near Covington back in 2006 flipping the vehicle and 
spilling the cargo of opals and other stones that he and his wife were 
taking to a gem and mineral show in Mississippi. By God’s grace he 
and his wife were not hurt. He is a retired geologist with Shell Oil Co. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
dbsagates  
"Ben lost control of his recreational vehicle in heavy traffic on 
Interstate 12 near Covington back in 2006 flipping the vehicle and 
spilling the cargo of opals and other stones that he and his wife were 
taking to a gem and mineral show in Mississippi. By God’s grace he 
and his wife were not hurt. He is a retired geologist with Shell Oil 
Co." 

Do you know the mile marker and which way were they traveling? :) 
But that would be a place to stop off if one was traveling through. 
Maybe Edison will pass by that spot on his adventures. DB  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
keithgriffin  
Hi Terry,  
My name is Keith Griffin, the owner of the Hidden Fire Opal Mine, I 
closed the mine because the lease went into a production phase 
which quadrupled the cost also after 4 years of mining I had more 
than I needed of the opal. The lease had stipulations for tree 
removal and insurance. This was never a problem between me and 
Boise. I dug over 37 deposits in an area of about one acre. Ben was 
a friend who agreed to sell my opal at shows. Ms. Geology is wrong. 
Nowhere in his book does he say he owned the mine. any 
questions, email me at gryffinsplace@yahoo.com  
Keith  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
aubreyreynolds9  
"Hi Terry,  
My name is Keith Griffin, the owner of the Hidden Fire Opal Mine. I 
closed the mine because the lease went into a production phase 
which quadrupled the cost also after 4 years of mining I had more 
than I needed of the opal. The lease had stipulations for tree 
removal and insurance. This was never a problem between me and 
Boise. I dug over 37 deposits in an area of about one acre. Ben was 
a friend who agreed to sell my opal at shows. Ms. Geology is wrong. 
Nowhere in his book does he say he owned the mine. Any 
questions, email me at gryffinsplace@yahoo.com  
Keith" 
Thank you for the information. Do you have any of the opal for sale? 
We have a free classified ad page. I certainly would like to see some 

of your opal. I am glad you set the record straight. Would you 
consider leading a opal trip at a fee per person? 
Bill  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
aubreyreynolds9 
"Thank you for the information. Do you have any of the opal for 
sale? We have a free classified ad page. I certainly would like to see 
some of your opal. I am glad you set the record straight. Would you 
consider leading a opal trip at a fee per person? 
Bill" 
I saw your picture of the huge block of opal. You were not kidding 
when you said you had mined all you wanted. I am impressed. 
Bill  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
JerryAnjaMullin  
"Keith Griffin and his wife owned the mine exclusively. They are the 
only ones who knows the true story of the mine. The extent of the 
opal mine, why it closed, and whether the mine produced pure 
precious opal or not. You can contact them at 
gryffinsplace@yahoo.com. I believe they may be interested in 
writing a book on the subject." 
Mr. Griffin, may wish to review my emails to you. Thank you.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
louisianaopalman  
Keith, Where have you been, I’ve stopped by a few times but you 
aren’t home. Drop me a line.rickdubea@yahoo.com. Rick  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
aubreyreynolds9 
"I have stumbled in on this via search engine. I was looking for opal 
in Claiborne County, MS. I'm looking on advice as far as elevations 
and etc. I've read Ben Steven's opal book. I wish I had a the line He 
drew to find his opals and could draw it through Mississippi. Along 
our hunts we stumbled on these two rocks. 
http://www.vicksburg.tv/rocks122009/ We know they are petrified 
wood. Can anyone tell us what type of wood and anything else that 
may be of help? When we first pulled up Rock #2 it had veins of 
black that have since faded away.  
We have looked for opal orthoquartzite without any luck. We have 
found plateaus of sandstone about a foot to many feet over many 
feet of blue clay, where we found these rocks. Both rocks where 
found near areas of underground silica steams. 
Any help with these rocks or signs of places to look for opal in our 
area would be appreciated. Note the geography and rock formations 
change quickly from place to place." 

The Mississippi State Geology Department knows where two sites of 
opal are.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MSclaiborne  
Any info much appreciated. We continue to search because of the 
probability. We would have to have a stroke of luck to find 
something with our knowledge, but we have fun looking.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
pvjjh 
Contact the geology Department as Bill mentioned above or better 
yet, go see them. I am sure they will be a wealth of information.  
aubreyreynolds9  
"Any info much appreciated. We continue to search because of the 
probability. We would have to have a stroke of luck to find 
something with our knowledge, but we have fun looking. " 
Recent detailed geological mapping of the Catahoula Formation in 
Claiborne County by the Office of Geology’s (Mississippi State 
Geological Survey) Surface Geology Division under a United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) State map Grant led to the discovery of 
another precious opal deposit much like the Louisiana locality. The 
material was first tested for gem quality by the Mississippi Gem and 
Mineral Society’s artisans, Janie Hand and Joy Rushing. The 
exquisitely crafted stones show brilliant flashes of fire, ranging in 

http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/aubreyreynolds9%40gmai
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/aubreyreynolds9%40gmai
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/dbsagates
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/keithgriffin
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/aubreyreynolds9%40gmai
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/aubreyreynolds9%40gmai
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/JerryAnjaMullin
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/louisianaopalman
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/aubreyreynolds9%40gmai
http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/account/aubreyreynolds9%40gmai
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color from green to red. A 7.5 min geological map of the area was 
published by the Office.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
From http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Here’s a great old article in the early days of rockhounding.  
The Editor 

Opal Hunters in Last Chance Canyon 
By John Hilton 

Desert Magazine, April 
1942 

My Invitation read like an 
ad for a zoo. It said: 
"Come up to Randsburg, 
California, and join the 
Trona Rockhounds and 
the Desert Lions in a 
joint meeting at Cottage 
hotel." It sounded 
interesting, and I wrote 
them I would be there. I 
had met some of those 
Trona rock collectors 
previously. Once when I 
was working at my blue 
agate mine in Death 
Valley an airplane flew 
low overhead and 
dropped a note at my 
feet. 
"Trona mineral society 
coming to see you," the 
note read. Looking out 
across the floor of the 
desert I could see the 
dust of an approaching 
caravan. 

A mineral society that sends its advance agent out in an airplane 
certainly is not lacking in imagination and initiative— and I found 
them to be just that kind of people. 
My companions on this trip were Ed Ainsworth of the Los Angeles 
Times and Randall Henderson of Desert Magazine. We arrived at 
the Cottage hotel late on a Saturday afternoon in March, and there 
spread out on a table on the veranda was Kent Knowlton's desert 
dinner menu. For years Kent has been gathering odd specimens of 
stone that resemble the viands of a delicious-looking meal. He has 
acquired the menu for a seven-course dinner. It in- eludes T-bone 
steak, salad, vegetables of many varieties, celery and olives, 
cheese, sauce, cake, pie, and even after-dinner mints. Every item is 
a stone gathered from the Mojave desert. 
But there isn't much nourishment in that kind of a meal, so we went 
into the dining room where Rose Worthington- Gibson—Mojave 
folks all call her "Worthy"—served a dinner that was no less 
appetizing in appearance than Kent Knowlton's—and tasted a lot 
better. Among our many hosts were Paul Hubbard, publisher of the 
Randsburg Times, who had arranged the party, and Clark Mills of 
the Trona Argonaut. The bitter rivalry that so often exists between 
neighboring towns seems never to have reached Trona and 
Randsburg. Trona takes its wealth from the brine that underlies 
Searles lake. Randsburg lives on the income from the ore in the 
surrounding hills. They have much in common—nothing to quarrel 
over. Real desert people generally are like that. 
The program included some of my Kodachrome slides, and it was 
one of the most appreciative audiences I ever appeared before. Ann 
Pitkin, president of the Trona gem and mineral society, announced 
there would be a field trip on the following day—to Saltdale salt 
works in Kane dry lake, the Seismotite camp of the Cudahy Packing 
company, and the opal fields near Last Chance canyon. After the 

dinner meeting Kent Knowlton 
took us over to his cabin. On 
the floor in the corner of the 
room lay a pile of the 
commonest sort of boulders. 
When he turned the ultra-violet 
ray on them the transformation 
was instantaneous. These 
ordinary looking rocks burst 
into a dazzling mass of blue-
white stars. Every "star" was a 
pinpoint of scheelite (tungsten 
carbonate). Kent's cabin 
companion had been out night 
prospecting with a portable 
lamp, and had gathered them 
in a nearby wash. 
Randsburg is always an 
interesting camp. With old-
fashioned false front stores, 
weather-beaten houses and 
twisting streets it represents a 
phase of the old West that is 
passing, and in some places 
has vanished entirely. The 
tawny hills scarred with great 
mine dumps tell the story of 
fabulous wealth that has 
flowed and still is flowing from 
the heart of the desert. 
When I was 17 I went to 
Randsburg to see the famous 
mineral collection Kent 
Knowlton had in his pool hall. 
He doesn't have the pool hall now, but he is still a collector of rare 
specimens. Randsburg has grown much since then, but it never has 
lost the flavor of the old-time mining camp. 
Next morning we joined the caravan of field trippers on the road to 

Saltdale. Here the 
Long Beach Salt 
company under the 
management of Hugh 
Topp is harvesting an 
average of 15,000 
tons of table-salt 
annually. Salt 
dissolves in water, 
and yet paradoxically, 
the salt harvest here 
is limited only by the 
amount of the annual 
rainfall. 
Topp is a veteran in 
western mining, and 
took us out to the dry 
floor of the lake to 
explain how Nature 
helps them operate 
the salt plant. When 
rain comes down from 
the hills and spreads 
over the lower 
portions of the sink it 
dissolves the salt in 
the white-crusted 
mud. The brine thus 
formed is pumped to 
great five and ten 

 

Hugh Topp needs rain to help him 
harvest his crop of salt. 

 

1500-foot tram to the Seismotite 
mine. 

 

Bill Whitehall — he mines Dutch Cleanser 
for western America 

http://cashandtreasures.wikifoundry.com/
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acre vats where 
eventually the water 
evaporates and leaves 
a crust of pure salt 
several inches in 
thickness on the 
surface. This is broken 
up and loaded on a 
miniature railroad to be 
taken to the mill for 
grinding. Final 
processing is done at 
Long Beach. 
The wife of one of the 
employees at the plant 
has evolved an 
interesting hobby. She 
makes up wire frames 
of various shapes, 
immerses them in salt 
brine until a sparkling 
coating of salt 
crystallizes on the 

wires. Rock candy is made by crystallizing sugar in the same way. 
This suggests a novel Christmas tree decoration for desert dwellers 
who do not have access to the novelties sold in the stores. 
Leaving Saltdale we took the winding road up Last Chance 
canyon—scene of much early day placer activity but now slumbering 
under the desert sun with nothing to remind one of its hectic gold 
rush days except roofless dugouts where some of the miners lived. 
The many-hued cliffs and sculptured hills here are well worth the 
drive, even if there were no other attraction in this remote corner of 
the desert. 
We stopped at the stone cabin of Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Holloway. Mr. 
Holloway works his placer claims in the hills and members of his 
family earn pin money by selling rock samples to visitors who come 
this way. They have beautiful specimens of fossil teeth, evidently 
from some prehistoric animal of huge dimensions. No one has been 
able to identify them, we were told. 
We wanted pictures of the unusual fossils, and little Irma Jean 
Holloway who has been collecting rocks since she was big enough 
to walk, obligingly posed for us with the strange teeth. 
Farther up the canyon we came to the headquarters of the 
seismotite mine which produces one-third of the Dutch Cleanser 
used in the United States. 
Bill Whitehall, mine 
foreman, told us his 
company always has the 
latch string cut for visitors, 
and if they care to climb 
the hill to the mine tunnels, 
they will be shown the 
underground workings. 
Mr. and Mrs. Whitehall 
showed us pieces of a 
great hollow log of petrified 
wood found deep 
underground in the 
seismotite deposits. The 
cavity was lined with 
chalcedony in a most 
beautiful pattern. At one 
layer in the cliff where the 
seismotite is mined they 
find petrified grain wood, 
and at a higher level palm 
wood. 
Our caravan then 

continued up the canyon to the little shack from which Herman 
Pearson operates his opal mines. For a small fee he permits visitors 
to go on to his claims and gather their own gems. Just beyond his 
cabin in a narrow side canyon we parked our cars and he guided us 
up the wash, over and around a series of dry waterfalls to the opal 
field. Herman said it was a half mile, but I do not believe he allowed 
for the ups and downs in making his calculation. 
At any rate we eventually arrived there, out of breath and full of 
hope. His diggings are a series of potholes along the slope of a hill. 
The rock is similar to the matrix of many geodes I have found, and in 
fact there are places in the deposit where tiny agates and crystalline 
geodes rather than opal, fill the cavities. 
The fire or precious opal is found only at a certain level. The 
remaining rock has either hollow gas bubble holes or small nodules 
of agate, calcite or various zeolites, and about every known type of 
common opal. There is a great variety of minerals to be found in 
these tiny cavities, but a majority of the collectors are interested only 
in the opal. 
Pearson has brought some beautiful fire opals out of this field. The 
gems, although small, are as brilliant and colorful as any I have seen 
from Mexico, Australia or the Nevada fields. 
We soon learned the best way to get specimens from these 
diggings, with only a short afternoon to explore, is to sit down on a 
pile of opal-bearing rock and carefully sort out the pieces which 
showed sparks of fire opal. Then cross your fingers and get out your 
rabbit's foot, place the piece of rock on a large boulder and gently 
but firmly hit it with the prospectors' hammer. This seems about the 
only way to obtain the opals—and it has its surprises and its 
disappointments. 
The gem quality opals are scarce. Obviously so, or Herman Pearson 
would not be opening his field to the hammer-hound fraternity. One 
may hunt for some time and break many rocks before finding one —
and then inadvertently break the gem in two in the process of 
reaching it. 
But, as Herman points out, a rock as big as your fist may yield a ten-
dollar gem. So we kept on breaking and hoping. None of us found 
any of the $10 specimens, but all of us found rocks worth bringing 
home. Our specimens were small, but the coloring brilliant. And as 
one of the Trona collectors observed: "If you look at it through a 
magnifying glass you have a hundred dollar opal." 
Ann Pipkin, president of the Trona club, found the choice rock of the 
day. The specimen was found in a pile of broken lava, and somehow 
had been over looked by others. It was an eight-pound chunk of lava 
inlaid with a half dozen sparkling jewels, each about the size of a 
pea. No two were alike in color and character. 
She wisely turned down all suggestions that the stone be broken in 
quest for a bigger gem inside. There may be an opal as big as a 
walnut inside the mass, but she is content to have the small gems 
so beautifully arranged in their black matrix— and dream of the 
precious gem that may be in the center of the mass. 

 

These are the strange fossil teeth found in 
Last Chance canyon by the Holloway 
family. This is Irma  Jean—who knows 
her rocks. 

 

Valerie Pipkin poses for the camera 
in the salt vat where the broken crust 
is stood on edge to dry before it goes 
to the mill. 

 

This is the "Chocolate sundae"—one of the colorful rock 
formations near the Seismotite camp in Last Chance canyon 
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From the opal field we drove 
to the foot of the tramway 
which leads up to the 
seismotite mine. The mine 
overlooks the Petrified 
Forest area where the 
Cowden brothers charge 
visitors a small fee for a 
personally conducted trip 
along a trail that leads to 
many interesting mineral 
outcroppings, including 
Southern California's best 
known field of fossil wood. A 
good trail zigzags up the 
face of the hill to the 
seismotite mine tunnels. It is 
a 1500-foot climb—just 
enough exercise to make 
you puff a little, and wish 
you were in better condition 
for hiking. 
Reaching the top I walked 
over to the first tunnel 
entrance. It was barred with a wooden gate, and I was peering in 
trying to adjust my eyes to the darkness when there was a snort that 
almost caused me to jump backward over the cliff. It was the mine 
mule, whose job it is to haul the loaded dump cars to the platform at 
the head of the tram. Bill Whitehall took us o n a personally 
conducted trip far back into the hill through tunnels of snowy 
whiteness. Seismotite is white volcanic ash which was found to be 
an excellent scouring agent. Bill loads out two cars of the mineral 
every week. It goes to the processing mill of the Cudahy Packing 
company in Los Angeles and emerges in cans with a label well 
known to every housewife. 
I never have seen mine ore of such uniform consistency. Every blast 
brings down a carefully calculated amount of seismotite, leaving 
clean straight walls that hold without timbering. The only serious 
problem is dust—and this is solved with an electrically-driven air 
blast and the wetting down of the floor underfoot. Due to the 
insulation properties of the material, the tunnel remains uniformly 

cool summer and winter. There's enough scouring material here to 
keep the bathtubs and kitchen sinks of western America clean and 
shining for another hundred years at least. 
I was reluctant to leave this place. The prospect of encountering one 
of those petrified logs in its snow-white matrix of seismotite makes 
this mine a never-ending source of interest to a rock collector. 
We came away with a nice collection of mineral specimens, 
including a slab of that petrified wood for Ed Ainsworth's beautiful 
rock garden in Los Angeles. More important, we have the memories 
of a weekend of friendly association with some of the finest people 
on earth—the desert dwellers of the Randsburg-Trona area. 
From THE DESERT MAGAZINE, MAY, 1942 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

August 2014 Gem & Mineral Shows 
Shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-
dates-display/?ShowState=ALL 
 

 

 

Map of Last Chance Canyon 

Visit Rockaway Opals 
Select Cup Opals 

Australian…Ethiopian…Black…Crystal…Boulder 

Fine Opal Jewelry 
Custom Designed by Artists 

www.rockawayopals.com 

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 
Stan M. McCall 

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist 
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs 

Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing 
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones 

(714) 220-9282 

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630 
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/ 

custom-creative@earthlink.net 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available 

TIKKA OPALS 
E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au 

www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com 
phone: +61-7-55469324 
mobile: +61-417-421205 

Advertise in this Space! 
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month 
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month 

Half Page Size: $20 per month 
Full Page Size: $40 per month 

Contact: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
http://www.rockawayopals.com/
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
mailto:custom-creative@earthlink.net
mailto:mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
http://www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com/
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application 

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) 
AMOUNT 
PAID 

DUES: 
SELECT ONE 

RENEWING MEMBERS $30   

NEW MEMBERS $40   

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10   

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE (Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5   

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10   

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:  

 

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to: 

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at 
http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal 
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account 
is membership@opalsociety.org.  

 

NAME 
 

BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX 

CITY STATE 

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) 

PHONE - Home 
(           ) 

PHONE - Business 
(           ) 

FAX 
(           ) 

E-MAIL 

WEBSITE 

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be 
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information 
above, please note that on the application. 

 Address  Phone  E-mail  Website   

Please sign here: ________________________________________ Date _____________ 
 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 
The American Opal Society. 

Copyright 2014. All rights reserved. 
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise 

Reserved. 

Editor-Jim Pisani 
Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: 

The Opal Express C/O 
Jim Pisani 

P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

Are Your Dues Due Now? 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-
MAIL. There should be a date that shows the current month/year of 
your membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues 
are overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue. 
A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note, 
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not 
received you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership 
thereafter. It is your responsibility to assure your dues are current. 
Thank you, 
The Editor 

NAME BADGE ORDER FORM: 

PLEASE PRINT NAME AS YOU 
WISH IT TO APPEAR ON YOUR 
BADGE using up to two (2) lines 
of text for your name, nickname, 
or name of your opal related 
business. 

http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm
mailto:membership@opalsociety.org
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 
P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
 

   

Volume #47 Issue #8 
August 2014 

   

 

Some Topics In This Issue: 
 Last Month Speaker Write-up on 

Stan McCall’s “Inlay with a Twist” 

 Royal Peacock Mine, Nevada 

 Discussion Blog – Louisiana Opal 3 

 Opal in Last Chance Canyon 

  
 

 

Important Dates: 
August 14th - General Meeting 
This month the AOS will be having an Opal 
Cutting Seminar.  
We will have at least two Diamond Pacific 
Pixie lapidary sets and experienced cutters 
for opal cutting demonstrations.   
Bring in your some of your rough opal to 
cut.  The AOS will also provide rough to cut. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

— GENERAL MEETINGS — 

2nd Thurs. of the Month 
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM 
Garden Grove Civic Women’s Club 
9501 Chapman Ave. 
Garden Grove, CA 92841 
(NE corner of Gilbert & Chapman) 
MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 

 
     

     
     

 

The American Opal Society 
http://OpalSociety.org  

Pete Goetz 
Russ Madsen 
Jim Pisani 
Veronica Purpura 
 

President 
Treasurer 
Editor & Webmaster 
Show Chairman 
 

(714) 530-3530 
(562) 884-2254 
(714) 815-4638 
(714) 974-3982 
 

email: mpg1022@aol.com 
email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net  
email: editor@opalsociety.org 
email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com  
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