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The Opal, Gem, and Jewelry Show is HERE!

Dear members, the American Opal Society’s’ Opal Gem and
Jewelry show it here! This will be our second year at the huge
Festhalle tent at the Phoenix Club in Anaheim. We will have at least
48 dealers — probably the biggest shows we’ve ever had! We have
dealers from all over the country and world. Don’t miss it. We will
also have our at least four free seminars on both days. Food will be
available by a gourmet food truck at the tent and at the Bierstube
German Restaurant inside the Phoenix Club.

On Sunday, we will have our famous drawing with dozens of
valuable prizes, including a custom pendant designed and built by
Stan McCall of Custom Creative.
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American Opal Society Calendar
Date General Meeting Topic / Speaker

01/09/14 Gregg Bunch on Lab Created Quartz Crystals

02/13/14 Video of “Gem Hunt” on Welo Opal

03/13/14 Gabriel Mosesson on Ethiopian Welo Opal

04/10/14 Jim Bowden on Rattlesnake Awareness

05/08/14 Jim Pisani on an Introduction to Metal Detection

06/12/14 Live Opal Auction

07/10/14 Stan McCall on “Inlay with a Twist”

08/14/14 Opal Cutting Seminar

09/11/14 Opal Cutting Seminar — Part 2

10/09/14 Opal & Gem Show Work Session
11/08/14 | 47th Annual Opal, Gem, & Jewelry Show
11/09/14 | 47th Annual Opal, Gem, & Jewelry Show

11/13/14 Opal Show Recap / Possible Speaker

12/11/14 | AOS Christmas Party Potluck
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It’s Here!
The American Opal Society’s 47" Annual

OPAL, GEM & JEWELRY SHOW

The Largest Opal Show in USA!
Sat. Nov. 8, 2014 - 10AM - 6PM
Sun. Nov. 9, 2014 - 10 AM - 5PM

Opal and Gem Dealers from the USA and Australia.
Rough and Cut Opals; gemstones; jewelry & supplies.
Huge Raffle many prizes of gemstones, jewelry, tools
Free Opal Seminars on Saturday with Paid Admission
Free Demonstrations on gem cutting, jewelry making

Same location as last year!
The Phoenix Club — Festhalle

1340 S. Sanderson Ave., Anaheim, CA 92806

Veronica Pupura
(714) 974-3982 angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com
Jim Pisani
(714) 815-4638, editor@opalsociety.org

2014 Opal, Gem & Jewelry Show Free Seminars
Exact times will be posted on Sat.
Saturda How to Find Opal in Australia
Y By Larry Hoskinson & Leslie Neff
Saturda Treasure Hunting in a Modern World
Y By Dr. Walt Johnson
Inlay with a Twist
Sunday By Stan McCall
Finding Treasure with a Metal Detector
Sunday LS
By Jim Pisani
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2014 Opal, Gem & Jewelry Show Dealers

Owner Name

Company Name

Phone

Email

Website

Craig Aaker Opal of Australia (562) 277-8288 craig@OpalOfAustralia.com http://www.opalofaustralia.com
Ah, Gems Ah, Gems
Smail Smai Atlas Minerals &

Fossils

Pedro Banuelos

Los Laureles Opals

(510) 393-6573

laurelesopalsmex@yahoo.com

Peter Baram

Stella Stones &
Jewelry

(310) 376-5990

peterbaram@aol.com

Jeff Barnhouse

Barnhouse Lapidary

jeff.barnhouse@gmail.com

http://www.barnhouselapidary.com

Norbert Bernhardt

Pt Creations

ptinfo@ptcreations.net

http://www.ptcreations.net

Anie Booth JoolTool by Anie (888) 337-1230 aro@jooltool.com http://jooltool.com
Sasha S. Bravo Pearla del Mar (760) 554-5206 info@sashabravo.com http://www.sashabravo.com
David Burton Burton's Gems & (714) 827-5680 gemsandopals@earthlink.net
Opals
Sal Chavez Cgsa De Lumbre (408) 926-7261 zrchavez@sbcglobal.net
Tim Church Kokopelli Opals (530) 532-9932 kokopelliopals@yahoo.com http://www.kokopelliopals.com
Guy Davidge The Opal Guy (530) 918-9345 https://www.facebook.com/guy.davidge

Andrew De Boer

De Boer's Gemstone
Treasures

(949) 929-1484

precan@yahoo.com

Farid Ungiue Gems &
Jewelry
Ken Gard Ken Gard (909) 624-1782 kengard@roadrunner.com
Carolyn Roberts Gem World, Inc. (909) 608-1804 Gems@gemworldinc.com http://www.gemworldinc.com
Inge Glidden Glidden Enterprises (760) 365-5733 inge@gliddenenterprises.com http://www.gliddenenterprises.com
Cary D. Harris C. Harris & Co. (909) 992-2262 CdHarrisgjg@aol.com

Larry Hoskinson

Australian Opal

(310) 318-2170

lesneff@aol.com

Dr. Walt Johnson

Walter Johnson

donnawalt@earthlink.net

Eugene LeVan

Australian Opal
Imports

(562) 621-1805

fineblackopal@sprynet.com

http://www.australianopalimports.com

Mayer Morchy

M Morchy & Assoc.

Max Maxilom

Route 66 Gold Miners

president@route66goldminers.org

http://www.route66goldminers.org

Stan McCall

Custom Creative

(714) 220-9282

custom-creative@earthlink.net

http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative

Michael Mercado

MGM Gems &
Minerals

(661) 547-5581

mgmgemsandminerals@yahoo.co

http://mgmgemsandminerals.com

m

Gabriel Mosesson

Ethiopian Imports

(323) 516-9442

gabrielmosesson@gmail.com

http://www.ethiopiaimports.com

Stephanie
Nguyen

CSUF Geology Club

(657) 278-2011

geologyclub@fullerton.edu

http://geology.fullerton.edu

Shinko Kuramochi
Lin

No Stone Left
Unturned

(714) 501-5988

mlin8873@yahoo.com

Don Ogden

North Orange County
Gem & Mineral Society

(909) 598-2456

donogden@aol.com

www.nocgms.com

Bob Yorke-Hardy

Opal Resources
Canada Inc.

(250) 542-1103

okopal@junction.net

http://www.opalscanada.com/

Jim Runkle

Poor Boys Opals

(386) 985-5376

jimsgems@hotmail.com

http://PoorBoysOpals.com

Linda Queally

Art by Linda Queally

linda.queally@gmail.com

http://lindagueally.com

Quinn, Michael J

Something Old -
Something New

(801) 808-0343

michael@somethingold-
somethingnew.net

http://www.somethingold-somethingnew.net

Ed Quo Ed Quo Co. (714) 968-3400 EDQ88222@aol.com

Sal Ramirez Ostok Mapeme 626) 644-9094 realdemapimi@yahoo.com

Bob Sanger BKW Opals (619) 594-4358 solidopals@hotmail.com

Lothar Vallot Santiago Canyon (714) 893-6643 ovdiamonds@aol.com http://www.sccollege.edu/apps/comm.asp?Q=6
College 5

Dean Takeuchi

Find Your Fire Gallery

tunagodl@aol.com

The Opal Essence

(662) 635-1166

royalthaigems@gmail.com

http://www.theopalessence.com

Neb Mekonnen

The Opal Trove

(832) 470-3571

nebmekonnen@opaltrove.com

https://squareup.com/market/the-opal-trove

Tony & Thurber

In A Flash

(801) 743-0458

tthurber@xmission.com

www.inaflashopalinlay.com

Matti Tikka

Tikka Opals

61-7-55469324

mattitikka@bigpond.com.au

Dr. Fran Todd

Toddle Enterprises

(310) 721-5614

toddle@aol.com

www.toddlegifts.com

Jason Wallett

Down Under Designs

(239) 248-2853

downunderdesigns@hotmail.com

Scott S. Warner

Golden Dreams

swarner@semprautilities.com

Ron Wooley

Dreaming Down Under

(435) 659-9208

info@dreamingdownunder.com

http://www.dreamingdownunder.com

Zarina Baig

Zarina Exotic Gems &
Stones

(949) 294-6035

zarinabundeali@yahoo.com
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World’s Largest Opal Matrix found in Australia

By: Yash Desai
November 8, 2011
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A behemoth of an Opal Matrix has just been found in the opal fields
of South Australia. The stone which is a whopping unbelievable
55,000 carats in size is currently in Australia and was found by
noted designer Stuart Hughes and his associates.

The opal is about 30 cm in length with a height of 15-20 cm and a 4
cm thickness. Its estimated value is at least 1 million dollars USD.
However as far as opals go, this one has set the benchmark which
is certainly going to remain for the next few years. Historically, the
largest opal found so far was just 6,100 carats in size. The current
one is nearly ten times that size.

Given that Stuart Hughes loves his fancy stones and precious
elements — it's going to be fun to see what he can dream up with this
world record setter of an opal.

10 Comments on this Article

Peter-john Forner

Hi everyone. Just a change to above story. Stuart Hughes has been
very helpful in getting the story out about the opal matrix however he
didn't find it. I'm sure Stuart never said he did it just got reported that
way. I'm actually the owner of this great specimen of nature. 'l
answer any questions you have on it. And yes it is for sale! 3)

Peter-john Forner

Hi everyone. Just a change to above story. Stuart Hughes has been
very helpful in getting the story out about the opal matrix however he
didn't find it. I'm sure Stuart never said he did it just got reported that
way. I'm actually the owner of this great specimen of nature. 'l
answer any questions you have on it. And yes it is for sale! :)

Nick
Can't wait to see what kind of items Mr. Hughes makes from that
stone. It's crazy huge.

LINDA HORNBY
Any news yet on what is being done with this amazing stone?

Stevie Wonder Biondo

Yes.. quite beautiful and rare...yet it is not not solid opal. Was the
"host" stone treated to darken it? Can't quite see a value of one
million dollars!!

The Opal Express The American Opal Society

Yash Desai

I will be the first to admit that | am no expert on opals. However if
you really need to know then | would ask you to contact Stuart
Hughes over at stuarthughes.com

Yash Desai
No idea Deidre, but from what | know of Hughes - he likes to dream
big. So chances are, he will use the entire opal in a single
magnificent offering. Stay tuned, we will definitely report on what he
does with it.

Deidre Woollard
wow, that's an amazing piece, | hope Hughes leaves it relatively
intact and doesn't break it into smaller pieces.

Yash Desai
No idea Deidre, but from what | know of Hughes - he likes to dream
big. So chances are, he will use the entire opal in a single
magnificent offering. Stay tuned, we will definitely report on what he
does with it.

From http://www.justluxe.com/community/worlds-largest-opal-matrix-
found-in-australia_a 1669977.php
+++++

Huge Gold Nugget Going Up For Sale in
California

The Associated Press, Oct 22 2014

San Francisco * One of the biggest gold nuggets found in modern
times in Northern California’s historic Gold Country is going up for
sale.

Weighing in at 6.07 pounds, the Butte Nugget is expected to carry a
price tag of $350,000.

The San Francisco Chronicle reported Wednesday that the nugget’s
finder asked dealer Don Kagin to keep his name and the location of
the discovery secret.

What’s known is that a gold hunter found it in July on public land in
the Butte County mountains. Prospecting for gold is legal on most
public lands in the state.

David McCarthy, a coin and rare-minerals expert, told the Chronicle
that he took a blindfolded ride to the site of the discovery so he
would be satisfied the nugget was genuine.

The gold chunk will be unveiled Thursday at the San Francisco Fall
Antiques Show.

Prospectors found many giant gold nuggets in California’s 19th
century Gold Rush days. That includes a 54-pound gold chunk
found in Butte County in 1859. The Chronicle said its research
shows it has been decades since a report of anyone discovering a
rock of 6 pounds or over in California.

The finder of the Butte Nugget used a metal detector and told
colleagues he initially thought he had come across a pipe or some
other "big piece of trash" underground, part-time local prospector
Bob Van Camp told the Chico Enterprise-Record.

Worried that the strong reading on the metal detector would mask
any signal from surrounding gold nuggets, the man decided to dig it
up, said Van Camp, who filmed himself briefly holding the Butte
Nugget.

From  http://www.sltrib.com/home/1735480-155/gold-nugget-butte-
california-chronicle-francisco
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In this
Nugget. One of the biggest gold nuggets found in modern times in
Northern California's historic Gold Country is going up for sale.
Weighing in at more than 6 pounds, the Butte Nugget is expected
to carry a price tag of $350,000. The San Francisco Chronicle
reported Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2014, that the nugget's owner asked
dealer Don Kagin to keep his name and the location of the
discovery secret.

+++++
Here is the result of the auction — The Editor
6-pound gold chunk sells for $400K

By Kevin Conlon, CNN

October 26, 2014
(CNN) -- The term nugget doesn't quite do it justice. This thing is
more like a whopper.
A more than 6-pound chunk of gold sold over the weekend for
$400,000, according to the San Francisco Chronicle.
An anonymous Bay Area buyer snatched up the "Butte nugget” --
named for the Northern California county in which it was discovered
this summer -- at the San Francisco Fall Antiques Show.
The huge hunk of bullion went on public display Thursday, piquing
the interest of hundreds who flocked to the show to get a peek.
"Nuggets like this don't come along every day," said David
McCarthy, the nugget's appraiser. "l really didn't believe that | would
see a California nugget of this size unearthed during my lifetime."
McCarthy told the Chronicle that the buyer is "a prominent Bay Area
collector” who specializes in historical items.
A fitting specialty, given that his collection is now one for the history
books. And that's a distinction that is worth its weight in gold.
From http://www.cnn.com/2014/10/26/us/massive-gold-chunk-
sold/index.htmI?hpt=hp c3
+++++++

The Beautiful Fukang Meteorite
By Kaushi, May 21, 2013
Nature, Science

The Opal Express The American Opal Society

The Fukang meteorite, believed to be some 4.5 billion years old,
which is as ancient as Earth itself, was unearthed near a town of the
same name in China, in 2000. It is a pallasite, a type of meteorite
with translucent golden crystals of a mineral called olivine
embedded in a silvery honeycomb of nickel-iron. It's a gorgeous
meteorite, and possibly the most stunning extraterrestrial piece of
rock man has ever seen.

The Fukang meteorite was found by a hiker. The man had often
stopped and had lunch on this giant rock, and he always wondered
what the metal and crystals were. He finally took a hammer and
chisel and broke some pieces off, which he sent to the USA to
confirm that it was a meteorite.

The original meteorite weighted just over a thousand kilogram, but
the rock was so brilliant that everybody wanted a piece of it. Since
then it has been divided into dozens of thin slices and auctioned or
distributed around the world.

A total of thirty-one kilograms of specimen is on deposit at University
of Arizona. Marvin Kilgore of the University of Arizona's Southwest
Meteorite Centre holds the largest portion weighing at 420 Kg. In
2008, this piece was expected to fetch $2 million at an auction at
Bonham's in New York, but unfortunately, the prospective bidders
were more impressed with a couple of pieces of 130-million-year-old
fossilized dinosaur’s dung that day, which sold at more than twice
the estimate.

According to Bonhams, pallasites are composed of approximately
50 per cent olivine and peridot crystals and 50 cent nickel-iron, and
thought to be the relics of forming planets. They apparently make up

less than one per cent of meteorites. They are believed to originate
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from deep inside intact meteors created during the formation of the
solar system about 4.5 billion years ago and very few specimens are
thought to have survived their descent through Earth's atmosphere.

Some great photographs of the Fukang Meteorite:
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Sources: The Daily Mail, The Register, Wikipedia

From http://www.amusingplanet.com/2013/05/the-beautiful-fukang-
meteorite.html
+++++++++++

Introduction to Opal Carving and Contouring
By Steve Newstrom

http://villagesmithyopals.com/

Here is a text that was designed for to be a lesson plan for my opal
cutting classes and eventually turned into a magazine article for
Rock & Gem magazine. Hope it is of some use in fine-tuning your
opal cutting skills.

On one of our buying trips to Australia, Darlene and | were lucky
enough to attend a two-day opal carving course taught by Stuart
Jackson, a master opal carver and cutter at the TAFE on Hutchison
Street in Coober Pedy. The brief synopsis presented here is loosely
based on that carving class with tidbits thrown in from personal
experience. Keep in mind this is not the only way to carve opal, just
one method that has proven comfortable and that works well for me.

EQUIPMENT: MOTOR UNITS

For opal carving and general jewelry work, | prefer the small,
motorized hand pieces that fit comfortably in your fingers...almost
like holding a pen. Marathon Micro-Motor System is available from
Rio Grande and Gesswein. This unit has a 35,000rpm motor, foot
control and runs on either 220V or 110V. It uses a small, powerful
motorized hand-piece that fits comfortably in your hand. The price of
the micromotor units have come down and they are now competitive
with flex shaft units. An alternative is the Foredom SR Flex Shaft
System which is also available from Rio Grande. This unit has a
forward /reverse selection that is useful to keep debris from flying
into your face. It has a collet based hand piece (44T) that is not as
convenient as a chuck-based hand piece (#30). These flex shaft
units run from US$175.00 (SR) to US$400.00. Have a look at a
couple of catalogs and decide which units are best for you. Rio
Grande can be reached at 800-545-6566, Gesswein at 800-243-
4466, Kingsley North at 800-338-9280 and Contendi at 800-343-
3364 . When carving, | use two units with a different cutting point in
each hand piece to decrease the time required to change points.

EQUIPMENT: CARVING ABRASIVES AND POLISHES

For roughing out the opal | like to use the small, nickel-plated, 150
grit diamond points available in 20/30 piece assortment sets with
many different sizes and shapes. They are very inexpensive and last
a long time on the relatively soft opal. The inexpensive points are

The Opal Express The American Opal Society

sold, in most cases, in coarse grits. Lasco Diamond Products (800-
621-4726) has a great assortment of different grits (and shapes) of
diamond points available. The big advantage in using finer diamond
(400 & 600 grit) point wheels is that deep scratches can be
smoothed out much quicker than using the Cratex wheels. On the
Mohs hardness scale opals rate 5.5 to 6.5 while quartz gems rate
7.0. After | have roughed out an approximate design with the
diamond points, | switch to course Cratex wheels of various shapes
to finalize the carving design. Then | am ready to begin the
smoothing process. | store the wheels in labeled individual organizer
boxes to avoid cross contamination. Use one box for each different
grade of abrasive. | work my way down from course to medium to
fine and then extra fine. The Cratex wheels are soft and lose their
shape in a relatively short period of time. But fear not, they can be
used down to the nub by reshaping when spinning against the cut
on an old bastard file. This name is not a reference to the character
of the file. After the Cratex wheels have done their job and there are
no more deep scratches seen when finishing with extra fine (check
carefully with your Optivisor to avoid repeating this process after you
have reached the polishing stage and it becomes very obvious), |
switch to diamond compound on small felt wheels of various shapes.
Apply the compound directly on the felt buffs-no extender fluid
needed. After finishing with extra fine Cratex | switch to 1200 grit
diamond. | then progress to 3000 grit, 14,000 grit and then to 50,000
grit. If you have some perfectionist blood coursing through your
veins, go on to 100,000 grit and see if it makes a difference.
Cleaning the stone and your hands well between diamond grit steps
is essential to a good polish. Be sure to keep your felt/diamond buffs
of different grits, separated from one another, by storing in labeled
individual organizer boxes.

INTRODUCTION: WHY CARVE?

Since opal carving or contouring is so labor intensive, | usually
reserve opals that show no promise for traditional cabochon cutting
for this procedure. There are several reasons that opals may not be
suitable for traditional cabochon cutting. The most common reason
is that the shape of the opals may be very irregular-thick on one end
and thin on the other or thick on the ends and very thin in the center.
Another reason found in very top gem grade material is that you
may need to contour the stone to save every carat of material
available in the rough stone. This may allow a creative gem cutter to
convert an opal that was estimated to finish out into a $1,500 gem
into a stone that sells for $2,000. One more reason to carve an opal
is to create an object of art. This art object may have a structure
completely different than and not dependent on, the shape of the
stone or available fire pattern, and the stone is used only as a
medium for the final project (this won’t be covered in this article, but
it would not be difficult to utilize these techniques to perform this
function). Another reason is to be able to shape a stone to follow an
irregular or undulating fire layer, to cut a concave face on a boulder
opal seam or to remove an irregularity or flaw (such as a sand
pocket) from the middle of a stone by only removing a small amount
of opal. Mastering these techniques is relatively simple and allows a
gem-cutter much more freedom in selecting rough and allows one to
greatly improve the final yield from a parcel of opal!

TECHNIQUE: STUDYING YOUR OPAL

After | have selected a piece of rough, | study the stone to determine
how best to begin carving. Keep in mind factors such as sand
pockets, irregular surfaces, undulating fire lines, directionality of the
fire and a final design that is pleasing to the eye. When you have
exposed the heart of the opal by grinding away any opaque surface
layers, begin planning on removing any extra potch or sand pockets
while planning for an eye pleasing final design that uses the fire
lines or fire patterns to enhance the beauty of the gem. Yes, what
you are thinking is correct-this is the hard part! Some of my favorite
shapes are geometric, swirls, waves and shapes that suggest
natural objects without too closely resembling them. This will remove
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the burden of trying to exactly reproduce plants, animals or scenery-
something that may require the skills only available with formal art
training.

TECHNIQUE: CARVING

Begin grinding away the colorless skin of the opal using your
diamond bits or cabochon cutting lapidary wheels. When you have
exposed the heart of the opal begin planning on removing any extra
potch or sand pockets while planning for an eye pleasing final
design that uses the fire lines or fire patterns to enhance the beauty
of the gem. Yes, what you are thinking is correct-this is the hard
part! Some of my favorite shapes are geometric, swirls, waves and
shapes that suggest natural objects without closely resembling
them. This will remove the burden of trying to exactly reproduce
plants, animals or scenery-something that may require the skills only
available with extensive art training. With a shape or design in mind
begin grinding with the small 150 grit diamond plated points. Keep in
mind that the ball tips and the cylinder shaped tips are used the
most so several kits of the same shapes are needed. They are
inexpensive and at the time of writing this article, varied from
US$7.55/ kit (20 piece) to US$10.45 (30 piece). These points cut
fast and can be used wet or dry. | know that sounds like blasphemy-
dry cutting opals, but there is very little heat build-up with the small
points. | have yet to have a problem. Dry grinding opals releases
silica dust into the air and inhaling silica dust causes silicosis.
Wearing a dust mask would be a very good idea! Also, eye
protection is important as the Cratex wheels are not designed to run
at 35,000rpm and may fly apart if you accidentally use too much
speed. Motor operated hand pieces (or flex shaft units) have a bad
habit of getting away from you due to the effects of centrifugal force
and friction. You may end up grinding an area on your project that
was not meant to be ground. To prevent this from happening, you
must keep both hands resting on and well supported by the bench or
bench pin. When you have roughed in your design to the
approximate shape, change to the coarse Cratex wheels and
remove the scratches produced by the 150 grit diamond points. You
will also be finalizing the shape of your contoured or carved opal.
Continue on with medium, fine and extra-fine Crates wheels
removing scratches from previous wheels and fine tuning the shape.
Inspect your work well with magnification between steps, to be sure
that scratches from previous Crates wheels have been removed.
Keep in mind that you don’t want to use high speed with the Cratex
wheels or they will come apart. Another gotcha with Cratex wheels
is they produce a lot of heat, so if you are cutting dry, check your
work often for heat buildup and keep the speed down. Before
progressing to the diamond compound pre-polish/polish stage, give
your work area a general clean up. Dust away any abrasive from the
Cratex wheels and wipe down your workbench with a wet cloth or
paper towel to remove all debris. Wash your hands and your work!
Another method that works well is to rough shape you opals with
320 or 400 grit metal/diamond points. They will not produce as much
chipping and deep scratching as the 150 grit diamond/metal points
will. Then switch to 280 grit Nova points which should clean up your
work nicely, leaving a slight sheen on the carving to better show you
where you still need to concentrate your carving and smoothing
efforts. Continue using progressively finer stages of Nova points
until you reach the pre-polish stage. Thanks to Phil Alderslade in
Tasmania for this tip!

TECHNIQUE: POLISHING

Now begin pre-polishing with 1200 grit diamond on hard felt points. |
prefer bullet shaped points available from most lapidary supplies or
Lasco Diamond Products. A note of caution: Some of the felt buffs
have metal rivets exposed on the tops. If this metal should come in
contact with your opal it will deeply scratch your work and make you
very sad-beware!! Continue on with 3,000 grit diamond compound
on felt buffs, then onto 14,000 diamond and then to 50,000 for a
high polish. Inspect CAREFULLY with magnification between each
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step to be sure you don’t have deep scratches remaining. As | said
earlier, you may try 100,000 diamond for the ultra super high gloss
polish. OK, this is the moment of truth. Put on your Optivisor (or
equivalent) and relying on good lighting, closely inspect your work.
At this point scratches will stand out on the highly polished surface.
You may need to repeat a few steps using diamond grit to remove
scratches (or even to the Cratex wheels). Don’'t feel bad. This is
pretty much routine and part of the process, because it is very
difficult to see scratches until you reach this stage. At least that is
what | have been telling myself all these years! Opals are one of the
most beautiful of God’s creations! After spending a day cutting gem
grade opals | can still see the beautiful multi-colored flashes of fire
when | close my eyes at night. These delightful stones are unknown
millennium in the making. If we can find a way to gently transform
more of this precious stone into finished works of beauty, instead of
dust in the bottom of a grinder pan, it is surely time not wasted.

From http://villagesmithyopals.com/resources/opal-cutting/

O o S

Beautiful Boulder Opal

B Len Cram

It's hard to believe that this stunning little gem is boulder opal, as it
could pass for a Lightning Ridge Gem without any trouble, as long
as you didn't see the back.

It's quite some years since | photographed it in a miner's camp on
one of my many visits to the Yowah opal fields. It was about 4
carats, and on the spur of the moment, and with nowhere handy to
photograph it, | sat it on my dungarees, just behind the knee, and
went click, and this is the result!

e e s o S T B

November 2014 Gem & Mineral Shows
Shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-
dates-display/?ShowState=ALL

7-9—KENNEWICK, WA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc., Red
Lion Columbia Center; 1101 N. Columbia Center Blvd.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 10-5; free admission; fine jewelry, gems, beads, crystals, gold and
silver, minerals, exhibitors, jewelry repair while you shop, hourly door prizes;
contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:
www.gemfaire.com

7-9—SANTA ANA, CA: Wholesale and retail show; LLD Productions, Holiday
Inn-Orange County Airport; 2726 S. Grand Ave.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun.
10-5; free admission; 80 wholesale and retail dealers; contact Regina
Aumente, PO Box 665, Bernalilo, NM 87004, (505) 867-0425; e-mail:
mzexpos@gmail.com; Web site: www.mzexpos.com

8-9—ANAHEIM, CA: Annual show; American Opal Society, The Phoenix
Club - Festhalle; 1340 S. Sanderson Ave., southeast of Ball Road and 57
Fwy. at Phoenix Club Dr.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $3, children (under 15)
free; dealers, opals, gems, jewelry, fine crafts, rough and cut opals, other
gemstones, geodes, jewelry-making tools and supplies, gold panning, books,
prize drawing, free opal seminars, free demonstrations, gem cutting, jewelry
making, gem carving, wire wrapping, inlay, faceting, cabbing; contact
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Veronica Pupura, American Opal Society, PO Box 4875, Garden Grove, CA
92842, (714) 501-9959; e-mail: info@opalsociety.org; Web site:
www.opalsociety.org

8-9—LAKE HAVASU CITY, AZ: Annual show; Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral
Society, Lake Havasu Community Center; 100 Park Ave.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4;
adults $2, children (under 12) free; contact Sue Kirk, 1100 Pueblo Dr., Lake
Havasu City, AZ 86406, (928) 302-1531; e-mail: macsuzy@mac.com
8-9—SACRAMENTO, CA: Annual show; Sacramento Mineral Society,
Scottish Rite Center; 6151 H St.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $6, children (12
and under) free with adult; minerals, fossils, beads, gemstones, meteorites,
jade, slabs, cabochons, tools, books, raffle, hourly prize drawings, kids'
activities, silent rock auctions, demonstrations; contact Alyssa Meszinger, PO
Box 279291, Sacramento, CA 95826, (916) 662-5819; Web site:
www.sacgemshow.com

8-9—SEDRO WOOLLEY, WA: Show; Skagit Rock & Gem Club, Sedro
Woolley Community Center; 700 Pacific St.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-5; free
admission; children's activities, demonstrators, raffle, door prizes, silent
auction, dealers, exhibits; contact Linda Keltz, (360) 424-6525; e-mail:
virlinkeltz@comcast.com

14-16—GOLDEN, CO: Annual show; Denver Area Mineral Dealers,
Jefferson County Fairgrounds; 15200 W. 6th Ave.; Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-6, Sun.
11-4; free admission; 22 dealers, minerals, fossils, gems, jewelry; contact Pat
Tucci, (303) 279-5504; Web site: www.geodyssey-rocks.com
14-16—TACOMA, WA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc., Tacoma
Dome; 2727 E. D St.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults $7, children
(ages 0-11) free; fine jewelry, gems, beads, crystals, gold and silver,
minerals, exhibitors, jewelry repair while you shop, hourly door prizes;
contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:
www.gemfaire.com

15-15—PORTLAND, OR: Auction; Columbia-Willamette Faceters Guild,
OMSI Auditorium; 1945 SE Water Ave.; Sat. 5:30-10; free admission;
preview at 5:30 p.m., auction 7 p.m.; contact Gail Bumala, PO Box 2136,
Portland, OR 97208; e-mail: president@facetersguild.com

15-16—APPLE VALLEY, CA: Show and sale; Victor Valley Gem & Mineral
Club, Victor Valley Museum; 11873 Apple Valley Rd.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; free
admission; contact Cyndy Mandell, 14625 Cashew St., Hesperia, CA 92345,
(760) 508-1080; e-mail: cynmandell@me.com; Web site: www.vvgmc.org
15-16—PAYSON, AZ: Annual show; Payson Rimstones Rock Club, Mazatzal
Hotel & Casino Event Center; Hwy. 87 at Mile Marker 251; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-
4; adults $2, children (under 12) free; gems, minerals, specimen rocks,
fossils, lapidary equipment, jewelry and findings, slabs or rough material,

gold prospecting equipment, dealer displays, club displays, Educational
Corner, fluorescent display, sand painting, beading, Spinning Wheel, silent
auction; contact Margaret Jones, PO Box 884, Pine, AZ 85544, (928) 970-
0857; e-mail: margieaberry@gmail.com

21-23—COLUMBIA, SC: Annual show; Columbia Gem & Mineral Society,
21-23—PORTLAND, OR: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc., OR
Convention Center; 777 N.E. MLK Jr Blvd.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5;
adults $7, children (ages 0-11) free; fine jewelry, gems, beads, crystals, gold
and silver, minerals, exhibitors, jewelry repair while you shop, hourly door
prizes; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com;
Web site: www.gemfaire.com

22-23—APACHE JUNCTION, AZ: Show and sale; Apache Junction Rock &
Gem Club, Apache Junction High School; 2525 S. Ironwood Dr.; Sat. 9-5,
Sun. 10-4; adults $3, students $1, children (12 and under) free; dealers,
jewelry, gems, opals, beads, rocks, specimens, slabs, fossils, lapidary
equipment and supplies, silent auction, hourly door prizes, grand raffle, gem-
tree making for all ages, wheel-of-rocks, egg-carton rock collections; contact
Kelly Iverson, (480) 325-2705; Web site: www.ajrockclub.com

28-30—RENO, NV: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc., Reno Sparks
Livestock Events Center; 1350 N. Wells Ave.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5;
adults $7, children (ages 0-11) free; fine jewelry, gems, beads, crystals, gold
and silver, minerals, exhibitors, jewelry repair while you shop, hourly door
prizes; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com;
Web site: www.gemfaire.com

29-30—SAN FRANCISCO, CA: Show and sale; Pacific Crystal Guild, Fort
Mason Center; 2 Marina Blvd.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; adults $8, children
(under 12) free; contact Jerry Tomlinson, PO Box 1371, Sausalito, CA
94966, (415) 383-7837; e-mail: jerry@crystalfair.com; Web site:
www.crystalfair.com

29-30—WICKENBURG, AZ: Show and sale; Wickenburg Gem & Mineral
Society, Wrangler Event Center; 251 S. Tegner St.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; free
admission; more than 40 dealers, rocks, gems, beads, minerals, jewelry,
fossils, lapidary tools, kids' room, door prizes; contact Beth Myerson, (480)
540-2318; e-mail: myerbd@gmail.com

29-1—MONTEREY, CA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc.,
Monterey County Fairgrounds; 2004 Fairground Rd.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5,
Mon. 10-4; free admission; fine jewelry, gems, beads, crystals, gold and
silver, minerals, exhibitors, jewelry repair while you shop, hourly door prizes;
contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:
www.gemfaire.com

Visit Rockaway Opals
Select Cup Opals

Fine Opal Jewelry
Custom Designed by Artists
www.rockawayopals.com

Australian...Ethiopian...Black...Crystal...Boulder

Custom Creative Gem Cutting

Stan M. McCall

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist

Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs
Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones
(714) 220-9282
6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
custom-creative@eatrthlink.net
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available

TIKKA OPALS

E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com
phone: +61-7-55469324
mobile: +61-417-421205

Advertise in this Space!
Business Card Size: $5 per month
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month

Half Page Size: $20 per month

Full Page Size: $40 per month

Contact:
The Opal Express C/O
Jim Pisani
P.O. Box 4875
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) /SXII(SUNT
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $30

SELECTONE | New MEMBERS $40

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE_(Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:
American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at

http://opalsociety.org/aos application by web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account
is membership@opalsociety.org.

NAME

BUSINESS NAME

ADDRESS

APT # or PO BOX

CITY

STATE

ZIP or POSTAL CODE

COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA)

NAME BADGE ORDER
FORM:

PLEASE PRINT NAME AS
YOU WISH IT TO APPEAR
ON YOUR BADGE using up
to two (2) lines of text for
vour name. nickname. or

PHONE - Home PHONE - Business FAX
0 0 0
E-MAIL

WEBSITE

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information
above, please note that on the application.

Phone O E-mail O website

O Address O

Please sign here:

Date

The Opal Express is published monthly by
The American Opal Society.
Copyright 2014. All rights reserved.
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise

Reserved.
Editor-Jim Pisani

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to:
The Opal Express C/O
Jim Pisani

P.O. Box 4875

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

E-mail:

The Opal Express

editor@opalsociety.org

The American Opal Society

Are Your Dues Due Now?

PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-

MAIL. There should be a date that shows the current month/year of
your membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues
are overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue.

A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note,
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not
received you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership
thereafter. It is your responsibility to assure your dues are current.

Thank you,
The Editor
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P.O. Box 4875

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

Volume #47 Issue #11 TO:
November 2014

Some Topics In This Issue:

2014 Opal Show Dealers

2014 Opal Show Seminars

6-pound gold chunk sells for $400K
The Beautiful Fukang Meteorite
Introduction to Opal Carving
Beautiful Boulder Opal

Important Dates: NOVEI"bEl's & 9

November 8" & 9V

Opal, Gem & Jewelry Show opal, Gem, & J@WEI’y Shaw
N

The Phoenix Club — Festhalle
1340 S. Sanderson Ave.
Anaheim, CA 92806 1

November 13"

General Meeting
Opal Show Recap; possible speaker.

Katella Ave.

Magnolip Ave.
Gilbert Ft.
Brookhfirst St.
Euclid Ave.

il

Chapman Ave.
— GENERAL MEETINGS —

2nd Thurs. of the Month

7:00 pm - 9:30 PM

Garden Grove Civic Women'’s Club
9501 Chapman Ave. Gardgen Grove Blvd.
Garden Grove, CA 92841

(NE corner of Gilbert & Chapman) \

MEETING ACTIVITIES H H
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, Meetlng Locatlon

Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 22 Freeway

#

The American Opal Society
http://OpalSociety.org

Pete Goetz President (714) 530-3530  email: mpgl1022@aol.com

Russ Madsen Treasurer (562) 884-2254  email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net
Jim Pisani Editor & Webmaster  (714) 815-4638  email: editor@opalsociety.org
Veronica Purpura Show Chairman (714) 974-3982  email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com
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