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Members Only Website Password 
AOS website’s members only: Name: “member“ and Password: 
“opaltime”. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

January Meeting – Pamela Strong on her Book, 
Where is the Light 
Longtime Member Pamela Strong will give a talk on her newly 
released science fiction book, titled “Where is the Light”.  Pam will 
have books for purchase and signing.  Pam’s book is available on 
http://www.Amazon.com. 
 
Most of us in the Opal Society have known Pam as an avid 
Opalholic and dachshund lover..  We have long admired her custom 
opal jewelry with its dachshund designs and cheered her 
announcements at our Opal & Gem shows. 
 
However, known to some of us in the Society who work in 
Aerospace, Pamela Kay Strong is a real live rocket scientist. She 
was inspired by Albert Einstein while sitting on his lap listening to his 
theory of relativity at the age of four and by building a wooden rocket 
under Wernher von Braun's direction at the age of five. She even 
launched one of his rockets at White Sands at the age of five and a 
half. Pam is a leading expert and pioneer in advanced nonmetallic 
and composite materials and processes.  
 
She has been a leader of the revolution to convert from metallic to 
nonmetallic composite parts in the aerospace industry. Pam's 
achievements are globally recognized as evidenced by her seven 
international Fellowships in engineering and chemistry, along with 
numerous industry awards. She has written several technical books 
and numerous technical papers, but this is her first science fiction 
book. Watch for her sequel, "Where Was the Light" coming soon.  
 

The story of Where is the Light is told by an Earth woman to a young 
Earth audience of how she met the Light and was told the future 
happenings on the planet Krieggött. The Imperial Empress Theresa, 
the absolute ruler of over three billion people, and almost the entire 
planet Krieggött, is about to give birth to the Heir Apparent, Her 
Imperial Highness, the Grand Archduchess Princess Royal Adelé 
Florentia Erny Theresa Zara in 4379, n.A. (nach Ankunft or after 
arrival). This futuristic biographical historical novel is the story of the 
young child as she grows up, getting into every possible form of 
mischief. Initially she is befriended by a Light entity. Her 
mischievous ways allows her to discover a forbidden room, and 
experience an unsanctioned bonfire, a hunting accident, visiting her 
mother's prison system, finding three Arks, along with other 
escapades endangering her life and health. All these adventures 
cause her to receive numerous Last Rites by the Kirche, the planet-
wide Kirche or Church, at almost every turn. She also saves a 
treasonous professor and earns six Ph.D.s by almost sixteen years 
of age. She fights a forbidden duel, puts out a forest fire, solves a 
possible assassination attempt, founds the Air Force and Space 
Military Academy, and disobeys an Empress' Imperial Order. She 
finally gets married to have a child, which may cause her death in 
childbirth. Enjoy the Holy Light, who is a young Light and an energy 
entity, with ideas and attributes in a timeline of its own. 
 

American Opal Society Calendar 

Date General Meeting Topic / Speaker 

01/08/15 Pamela Strong Book Lecture 

02/12/15 To be announced 

03/12/15 To be announced 

04/09/15 To be announced 

05/14/15 To be announced 

06/11/15 Live Opal Auction 

07/09/15 To be announced 

08/13/15 Opal Cutting Seminar 

09/10/15 To be announced 
10/08/15 Opal & Gem Show Work Session 

11/07/15 
48th Annual Opal, Gem, & Jewelry 
Show 

11/08/15 
48th Annual Opal, Gem, & Jewelry 
Show 

11/12/15 Opal Show Recap 
12/12/15 AOS Christmas Party Potluck 

 

http://www.amazon.com/
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Chinese Writing 
By Len Cram 

Lightning Ridge black opal comes in many unusual patterns, and 
one of the most sought after is what is commonly known as Chinese 
Writing, so named because of its resemblance to their writing 
characters.  This beautiful specimen was a product of the great 
Coocoran Rush  during the 1990’s.  It don’t take a lot of imagination 
as you watched the amazing movement of this pattern, and its 
changing colours, to realise that you were handing a magnificent 
gem. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Remember, "If It Can't Be Grown, It Must Be 
Mined" 
In One Day, To Maintain Our Standard Of Living, Every Day... 

 18 million tons of raw materials must be mined, cut or harvested 
to meet the demands of U.S.  citizens for "things and stuff'; 
about 150 pounds for every man, woman, and child  

 640 acres-one square mile of carpeting is woven. (barite, 
calcium carbonate)  

 9.7 Million square feet of plate and window glass - about 223 
acres - are used; enough to cover 200 football fields. (silica 
sand, trona)  

 2,750 acres of pavement are laid, four times as much surface 
area as is mined, and enough concrete and asphalt to make a 
bicycle path 7 feet wide from coast to coast. (sand, gravel, 
stone  

 chips, limestone)  

 4,000,000 eraser tipped pencils are purchased. That’s enough 
erasers to correct all the mistakes from 15000 miles of 
notebook paper- about 129 acres of goofs. (graphite, kaolin, 
pumice)  

 80 pounds of gold are used to fill 500,000 dental cavities  

 426 bushels of paper clips- 35,000,000 are purchased. Seven 
million are actually used; 8-9 million are lost and almost 5 
million are twisted up by nervous fingers during telephone 
conversations. (iron, clay, limestone, trona, steel)  

 187,000 tons of cement are mixed, enough to construct a four 
foot wide sidewalk from coast to coast. (limestone, sand, gravel, 
stone chips)  

 3.6 million light bulbs are purchased. (tungsten, trona, silica 
sand, copper, aluminum)  

 I0 tons of colored gravel for aquariums are purchased  

 21 million photographs are snapped, more than 20 acres of 
wallet-sized photos. (silver, iodine)  

 550,000 pounds of toothpaste, 2.5 million tubes, are used; 
enough to fill a small jet liner. (calcium carbonate, zeolites, 
trona, clays, silica) 

Source: Unknown  
 
From April 2009 “CUTTING REMARKS” The Official Publication of 
the Old Pueblo Lapidary Club. 
http://www.lapidaryclub.org/graphics/apr2009_cutting_remarks.pdf 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Agate Varieties 
The name of agate varieties are chosen more or less arbitrarily 
according to their visual appearance, usually that of a cut and 
polished stone - there are no strict rules or definitions. With such a 
terminology it is no surprise that there is a countless number of 
agate "varieties", Zenz, 2005, lists 122 different varieties, for 
example. A few terms are widespread and people agree on their 
meaning. Some of the names have very little to with the properties 
of the agate itself, but with the way the agates have been cut: "eye 
agate" is probably the best example. 

Language barriers cause more difficulties. A "flame agate" in English 
is not the same as the literal equivalent "Flammenachat" in German. 
The same is true for "coral agate" which can be a chalcedony 
pseudomorph after coral (and thus not really an agate), but also a 
reddish agate with a certain growth pattern.  
Most of the agate names have no mineralogical significance.  
Onyx and Sardonyx  

Onyx is simply a black-and-white agate and sardonyx a red-white 
and rarely red-white-black variant. There would probably be no 
separate name for it if there wasn't a long tradition of cutting cameos 
from onyx and sardonyx.  
Onyx is not to be confused with onyx marble, a banded marble 

(consisting of calcite, not quartz) used for ornamental works, which 
is frequently sold as "onyx".  
Except for the color, with the black parts being opaque in good 
specimen, there is nothing specific that cannot be found in other 
agates. The "ideal onyx" is made of parallel alternating layers of 
black and white and thus cut from agate of the Uruguay-type.  
There is a long tradition of dying agates to turn them into onyx for 
ornamental and lapidary uses and it can be very hard to tell a real 
onyx from an artificially dyed one.  
Enhydros  

Occasionally agate geodes are found that still have some of the 
water captured in a central cavity, so called enhydros. You can 

sometimes hear the water when you shake the specimen. These will 
slowly loose their water as it escapes through tiny capillaries and 
evaporates at the surface. There is nothing special about enhydros 
except for being quite rare, they simply did not dry out yet, like all 
the other agates did. The presence of water in the geode is 

 

A Lighting Ridge Black Opal with the Chinese Writing pattern 

 

Polygonal Agate 

http://www.lapidaryclub.org/graphics/apr2009_cutting_remarks.pdf
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sometimes interpreted as 
an indication of an agate 
formation in a watery 
environment, but of 
course the water could 
just as well have entered 
the geode later.  
Polygonal Agate  

In the 1970s agate slices 
with the shapes of 
irregular polygons 
appeared on the market. 
They were found in great 
quantities in the Brazilian 
state of Paraíba, but 
currently the locality is 
not productive any more. 
They are known as 
polygonal agates or 
Paraíba agates (the 

second name was used 
in Germany). 
Sometimes groups of 
neighboring polygonal 
agates were found that 
apparently were once 

separated by thin platy crystals. The former crystals are now 
completely dissolved and replaced by clay and quartz.  
The first image shows the not so common case of two halves of a 
polygonal agate that was not cut into many slices. The agates are 
usually made of a thin layer of white, gray or bluish, but hardly ever 
colorful agate, followed by another layer of quartz crystals that 
outlines a central cavity. In this specimen the quartz crystals are 
covered by another thin layer of chalcedony.  
The second photo shows both halves put together again. In the 
center you can see the cut running through the geode horizontally. 
The geode is bounded by perfectly plane "faces" with a polygonal 
outline, but the shape is asymmetric with random angles between 
the "faces" and thus is not related to any crystal class. This irregular 
shape can only be explained as a cavity bound by crystal faces of 
neighboring crystals that got outlined by chalcedony and quartz. 
The triangles and crisscross patterns present on the surface are 
interpreted as negative imprints of the surface patterns of calcite 

crystals which enclosed the cavities that would later host the agates.  
A typical example of agates from Wendelsheim, west of Alzey, 
Rheinland-Pfalz. The agate has filled the voids between platy 
crystals that have later been dissolved and replaced by chalcedony 
and small quartz crystals. In a sense, this is the miniature version of 
polygonal agates.  
http://www.quartzpage.de/agate.html   
From the The Rockhounder January 2015. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Silver Discoloration 
Brad's Bench Tips by Brad Smith 

 
Working with jewelry involves an ever increasing number of skills. 
Chemistry is one of them that comes into play when dealing with a 
discoloration on the metal caused by a chemical reaction between it 
and the environment.  
In the case of Sterling silver there are three discolorations we 
typically encounter: a tarnish, a firescale, and a firestain. Each is 
different in its cause, in its cure and in its prevention. All three have 
to do with the metals in the Sterling alloy (92.5% silver and 7.5% 
copper) and how they react with oxygen and the heat of soldering or 

with pollutants in the air over the long term.  
Tarnish is a grayish coating that builds up slowly on the surface as a 
result of a reaction of the silver with sulfur-based compounds in the 
air. Typically these are pollutants from the burning of petroleum 
fuels, but they can come from other sources as well. I once 
tarnished all the silver in my display case by putting a pretty 
specimen of iron pyrite in with the jewelry. Turns out pyrite has sulfur 
in it! Sulfur combines with the silver to form a grayish silver sulfide 
film on the surface.  
Preventing tarnish involves keeping sulfur away from the metal. 
Plastic bags will help, and anti-tarnish strips are available from 
jewelry supply companies to pack near your items. Tarnish is easily 
removed by hand polishing with a jeweler's cloth or with one of the 
products sold for cleaning the good silverware for holiday dinner.  
Another way is to remove it chemically. Put a piece of aluminum in 
the bottom of a dish large enough to contain your piece. Heat 
enough water to cover the silver. Mix in 2 tablespoons of sodium 
carbonate per cup of water and pour into the dish. Be sure the silver 
touches the aluminum. Sodium carbonate is the main ingredient in 
washing soda. Read the labels in grocery and hardware stores.  
The second type of tarnish is called firescale. It is the dark gray to 
charcoal colored film that forms on Sterling or other copper alloy like 
copper or bronze when we heat it with a torch. The copper in the 
alloy reacts with oxygen in the air to form a dark cupric oxide coating 
on the surface. Luckily, the oxide is easily removed by dissolving it 
in a mild acid - generally called a pickle. It's important that we not let 
firescale form on a solder joint because it will block the flow solder 
over the joint.  

 

Polygonal Agate, put back together.  
Notice the fine saw line. 

 

Agate from Wendelsheim 

 

Tarnish 

http://www.quartzpage.de/agate.html
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Prevention can be done two ways. Most common is to use a flux, a 
borax-based solution applied to the metal before soldering. When 
melted, borax forms a thin glassy layer that keeps oxygen away 
from the metal. A second way is to do your soldering on a charcoal 
block. Together with the flame, charcoal greatly reduces the amount 
of oxygen in the area being soldered. In either case oxygen is 
prevented from reaching the metal, so no cupric oxide firescale is 
formed.  

A second oxide can also be formed when soldering copper or a high 
copper content alloy like bronze or brass. It's called cuprous oxide 
and is reddish in color. That's why a black looking piece you put in 
the pickle sometimes comes out red. Problem is that while the black 
cupric oxide is dissolved by a pickle, the red cuprous oxide is not. 
The discoloration can be sanded or polished off, but an easier way 
is to use a "super pickle". This is a mixture of fresh pickle with a 
healthy shot of hydrogen peroxide from the local store.  
I've saved the worst form of discoloration, firestain, for last. Think of 
firescale (above) as like getting dirt on your shirt that you have to 
wash off. Firestain is like getting ink on it. The discoloration is not 
just on the surface, it seeps down and stains the material. Firestain 
happens when we heat a piece of silver too hot, too long, and/or too 
many times.  
Firestain occurs when the oxides start to build up below the surface 
of the metal. You generally don't notice it until after polishing. It 
appears as a darker area of the surface and is easy to spot when 
viewed under light bounced off a piece of white paper. Because 
firestain is below the surface, there's no easy bench tip solution. 
Depletion guilding may work for some pieces. Otherwise, removing it 
calls for sandpaper and aggressive polishing.  

A much better approach for a piece that will require a large number 
of solderings is to protect the metal from developing firestain by 
applying liberal coats of a firecoat. Regular soldering flux will provide 
some protection but will not be as effective as preparations made 
specifically for the task.  
 
'Get all 101 of Brad's bench tips in "Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" 
on Amazon'  
Here is a live link to www.amazon.com/dp/0988285800/  
 
From Rock Writings, of the Nevada County Gem & Mineral 
Society January 2015 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

The following are the final chapters of the Book From 
Rags to Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters 
were published in the Opal Express from April 2011 
through Nov. 2013.  The Editor 
 

From Rags to Riches 
Chapter 41 - The Dream Continues 

By Peter Greisl 
A gentle touch of lips brushed my ear, and the words ‘Darling get up 
it is already 10am’ I opened my eyes there was Chris looking at me 
and smiled, I grabbed her and pulled her into the bed and hugged 
her tightly. ‘Why don’t we stay in bed and make love all day’ I said. 
Wishful thinking Don Juan’ she replied “we have a small Child and a 
friend in the next room, but it was a very nice gesture, come on lazy 
bones you were going to get the Ladders back to Tea Tree Hill,’ 
‘Spoil Sport’ I retorted and swung my legs over the edge of the bed, 
Come on breakfast is ready and the coffee is hot. Beatrix came in 
and said’ Daddy you are late’ I replied’ yes Pumpkin I am a little tired 
this morning, Chris’s cheeky voice came from the kitchen’ I wonder 
why’. You should not go for these late drives if you can’t handle late 
nights’ Very funny, any complaints I asked ’None what so ever Chris 
replied actually I enjoyed very much’. 
I made myself presentable and joined them at the table and 
consumed a lavishing beacon and eggs breakfast, ‘Where is 
Johnny’ I asked. He went to the claim to set up the Ladders’ he told 
me not to wake you he can manage them by himself.’ Did he feel 
Ok, I questioned Chris, Oh yes he was full of spirit and he was 
himself with his happy and confident disposition, ha also told me not 
to worry about him, if we want to do anything just go ahead and do 
it.’ ‘Great, well in that case what I suggest is we go and have a 
picnic at Stuart Creek, I like to see the Fields of Fire,’ I said. “What 
are the fields of fire?” Chris asked. I told her it is the Sturt Peas 
which are in Season now and they are very beautiful red flowers and 
when you look it looks as the whole paddock is aflame.’ That sounds 
very nice, I still have some cold meat from the roast and some 
salad,’ I make some sandwiches and we take some drink with us. It 
will be also nice for Beatrix.’ Chris replied. ”We were just ready to 
leave as Johnny pulled up. “Hey here is the Kamikaze miner, how 
are you feeling I asked,’ Johnny replied, On top of the world, got the 
ladders in place, went down to have a look and everything is just 
fine ready for me to do gouge tomorrow morning and then we can 
pull the dirt when you come in the arvo, also I have cleaned all the 
stuff yesterday and I put in your cupboard where you keep it 
normally.’ Good stuff mate, we are off to Sturt Creek for a picnic and 
have a look at the Sturt Peas, we will not be that late and then I shall 
check out our little treasure.’ We left and drove to Stuart Creek, on 
the way we saw some big red Kangaroos, and Emu’s which excited 
Beatrix immensely, by seeing this little excited face, I came to 
realisation this is not the life for her, apart from reaching school age 
she really has nothing here on the fields, not integration with other 
children, everything is just dust and dirt. 
We arrived at the Creek bed which obviously there has not been a 
creek for many years and the only time water flows when there is a 
heavy downpour. 

 

Fire Scale 

 

Fire Stain 
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The Sturt Peas were in full flower and it looked magnificent. Stuart 
Creek is the only close by place where there is still some vegetation 
like trees and shrubs. 
We found a nice shady spot and spread our blanket, we could see in 
not so far distance the mullock heaps from the diggings here at Sturt 
Creek. 
We had a nice Lunch and Beatrix went to pick flowers which we will 
take home with us I told her I will dig up a couple with the roots and 
we take them home and see if we can grow them. 
Chris and I we were just reminiscing and dreaming about the 
Bonanza what we would do with it etc. It was a pleasant afternoon 
and after three hours we packed up and put the flowers in a wet rag 
and put a bit of water on it, and drove back. 
When we got back Johnny was with his head under the bonnet of 
the Ute, he told me he was checking everything and he went and 
filled up all drums and Ute up with Petrol and Oil, so we are right for 
tomorrow. 
Beatrix came up to me and nudged me, ‘Dad what about my 
Flowers’ Oh yes sweetheart let’s do it, we went to her little garden 
and I put the flowers in for her and told her to water them every 
afternoon. She was so excited and made feel real good to see her 
so happy with such a little thing. Chris was starting to cook dinner 
and I went to the cupboard and got out 4 Epsom jars with opal and 
had a good look at the stuff again it was very nice material, Johnny 
had a note attached with a rubber band and on the note were the 
weights of the opal Solids, doublets and chips. We looked at 3.75 oz 
of solids and 4.25oz of doublets and 7 ounces of chips. 
I was very pleased as I could see again about $1500.00 but I am 
sure we will not sell it yet as there is no need for it. 
The day drew to nice close with a lovely dinner and good 
conversation between us, I said to Johnny, ‘we will not move of this 
claim anymore until we exhausted all our options, you have the map 
which you drew for me with the possibilities of drives in different 
directions without hitting another shaft.’ Johnny agreed with me and 
I told him to go on Tuesday morning to see Mine Warden and 
register the two claims we have pegged there, since the miners right 
is in my name you have to register it in my name, by the way do you 
have a miners right, I asked Johnny, he replied, no he has not his 
partner did have one so there was no need for him to have one as 
he had no intention to work alone. Well go and see him anyhow and 
let me know if I have to do it or if you can do it, I give you my miner’s 
right and take it with you. Johnny nodded in agreement.. 
Let’s look at the floor plan you drew for the claim, I studied it and I 
said to Johnny so according to your measurements which I realise 
they are not right to an inch, but I can see we have about 30 feet in 
the direction we are driving right now without hitting the next claim, 
so what I suggest we drive this way and when we hit about 25 feet 
then we can turn east and that should give us another 60 feet before 
we hit the other shaft from the second claim we pegged. Johnny 
acknowledged my assumptions and I continued in saying well this 
might be not such a bad thing, we could get better ventilation, the 
main thing is we must watch the ceiling structure carefully, one good 
thing is we don’t blast. I am sure we have here quite bit of ground 
which hopefully has not been touched but we will not know that as 
we don’t have x-ray vision, all we can do is just hope. 
But I am very excited about it. Johnny agreed and said we might 
have to move some of the mullock so we can get the Ute closer 
otherwise we run out of air hoses and cable for the light.’ I nodded 
and said, Trevor and Rob offered if we need any help with the 
backhoe they will help and all I have to pay for is the fuel. So let’s 
see how we going and if we get to the limit of the hoses and cable 
then I will ask if they can move some dirt for us on a weekend. 
Now did you use longer spikes on the ladders I don’t want a 
repetition and maybe more serious as we talk here 36 feet which 12 
feet more to fall. 
Johnny assured me he did a good job with it and I am not to worry. 
‘Mate can you do me a favour, I will pick some nice stones from the 
solids about 4 or 5, and can you clean them up right to the colour 

and then weigh them and put them in a little Vegemite Jar, I am 
missing my dummy which we sold,’ Johnny said ‘no problem, but 
what do you mean with Dummy?’ Well every night before I go to 
sleep I keep looking at the stones and spin them around, that 
soothes me and I go off in a nice peaceful sleep I explained to him.’ 
He smiled,’ no problem you pick and I will clean them up for you 
ready to shape when the time comes, you are hooked on these 
stones are you?’ Yes I am mate, I have never seen anything mo0re 
beautiful then s full colour crystal Opal, Just think what can it 
compare to, really nothing this is a unique creation by mother earth 
and the uncanny part is there no two stones are the same that what 
makes it so unique, Diamonds yeah they sparkle in light and sunlight 
and only show some colours because of the way they are cut to 
reflect the light and display the colour prism, take a rough top grade 
diamond and put it in water or lick it and tell what you see, nothing it 
is just like a piece of glass, but take a rough piece of crystal Opal 
and lick it or put it into water and see the result which you obviously 
know. But what I am getting here is the majority of people buy a 
diamond for its value which is determined by the clarity the cut, but 
Opal you buy by Colour and clarity, anyhow my friend, I am a true 
blue Opalholic, and if I could afford it I have a Opal Room in place 
which displays all different Opals, and Specimens and Fossils etc.’ 
Chris was listening and smiling, that’s my Husband, he never does 
anything halve way. 
Johnny was quite impressed with my feelings about Opal and he 
said ‘you do deserve to find a nice pocket, and I am convinced you 
will.’ I hope you right my friend’ I replied. 
I am having a quick shower and then I think it is time we have 
dinner, and of to bed as tomorrow is another day full of excitement. 
Chris said,’ we have leftovers from yesterday.’ Great I replied and 
went to have my shower first. When I got out the dinner was just 
about ready, while I was waiting Johnny got into the shower and I 
looked some of the stones for my jar, I found 5 nice pieces not to 
large they will make on the average about 6 to 8 carats each. I 
showed Johnny when he came out, and he said ‘they will be nice 
rubs.’ I told him there is no great hurry anytime you feel like doing a 
bit of cutting. I put them into my Vegemite jar and they looked good 
already. 
We ate and finished off with a cup of coffee and tea, and Johnny 
said’ I am really looking forward to tomorrow, I got some good 
feelings.’ I replied’ well you keep the feeling going and let’s hope we 
will see some rewards. 
Johnny bid us good night and went to his room, Chris has been 
putting Beatrix to bed and came out after and asked me, if I am ok 
with everything. I replied ‘what makes you say that,’ I want you to be 
happy with everything.’ Darling I am happy with everything, I could 
now go and ask McCormack to put in the cut but by doing this I 
would destroy a lot of ground which cannot be accessed anymore 
after he pushes the dozer through, I am sure there is still some opal 
to be found in what’s left, this Hill was one of the most quality opal 
producing area in Andamooka. The sad part is that it is 36 feet 
down, And if I decide to put a cut in he would be pushing dirt in both 
directions which means I would destroy to claims for a little bit of 
opal level left where the pocket could be, which as indicate is in the 
main pillar. Chris came over sat on my lap and looked at me and 
said, ‘don’t ever worry about us we are fine not unhappy, just 
concentrate on what you came here to do and achieve.’ I kissed her 
and said’ I love you Chris, let’s go to bed. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

January 2015 Gem & Mineral Shows 
Shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-
dates-display/?ShowState=ALL 

9-11—HILLSBORO, OREGON: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, 
Washington County Fairgrounds; 873 NE 34th Ave; Fri. Noon-6pm, Sat. 
10am-6pm, Sun. 10am-5pm; Admission $7, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine 
jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, 
gold & silver, pearls, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. 
Exhibitors from around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. 

http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
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Free hourly door prizes.; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: 
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com 
9-11—LARGO, FLORIDA: Annual show; Pinellas Geological Society, Largo 
Cultural Center; 105 Central Park Dr.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-5; adults 
$1.50; drawing, silent auction; contact Leona Sheffield, 2440 S. Shore Dr. 
SE, St. Petersburg, FL 33705, (727) 709-3236; e-mail: nwilkin@sjvcc.org 
9-11—MESA, ARIZONA: Annual show; Flagg Mineral Foundation, Mesa 
Community College; 1833 W Southern Avenue; Daily 9:00am-5:00pm; Free; 
43rd Annual Flagg Gem and Mineral Show. Jan 9-11 at Mesa Community 
College southwest parking lot. Corner of Dobson Road and US 60. Free 
admission and parking. Over 100 vendors, club booths and displays. The 
largest show in the Phoenix area. Free activities for kids. Peralta Stones 
display.; contact Dana Slaughter, 2952 E Silverbell Road, San Tan Valley, 
AZ 85143, (602) 312-9791; e-mail: dsminerals@aol.com; Web site: 
flaggshow.info 
16-18—DEL MAR, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, 
Del Mar Fairgrounds; 2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd; Fri. Noon-6pm, Sat. 10am-
6pm, Sun. 10am-5pm; $7, free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, precious & semi-
precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, pearls, 
minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the 
world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes.; 
contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: 
http://www.gemfaire.com 
16-18—GLOBE, ARIZONA: 58th Annual Show; Gila County Gem & Mineral 
Society, Gila County Fairgrounds; 3 miles northeast of junction U.S. 60; Fri. 
9-5; adults $3, students and children free; more than 40 specimen display 
cases, children's fossil and mineral specimen dig, fossil program; contact 
Jodi Brewster, (623) 810-9780; Web site: gilagem.com 
17-17—ARLINGTON, TEXAS: Faceting swap meet; Arlington Gem and 
Mineral, Arlington Club Hous; 1408 Gibbons, behind the mosque; Sat. 8 am-
3 pm; FREE; 4th Annual Swap meet for all things faceting. Inside and tables 
supplied. Rough, machines, cut stones etc. No cabs. Faceting only. Pot Luck 
at noon. Contact Jack Spinks at 469-515-6358 for more info if needed. ; 
contact Jack Spinks, 209 Overlook Dr, Midlothian, TX 76065, (469) 515-
6358; e-mail: jlspinks@sbcglobal.net 
17-18—EXETER, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Tule Gem & Mineral Society, 
Veteran's Memorial Bldg.; 324 N. Kaweah/Hwy. 65; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; 
free admission; showcases, dealers, demonstrations, children's activities, 
near Sequoia National Park; contact Bill Bingaman, PO Box 265, Three 
Rivers, CA 93271, (559) 741-6381; e-mail: Bandgbing@aol.com; Web site: 
Tulegem.com 
17-18—YACHATS, OREGON: Annual show; Yachats Chamber of 
Commerce, Yachats Commons; 4th and Hwy. 101; Sat. 10-4, Sun. 10-4; free 
admission; gemstones, fossils, minerals, jewelry; contact Donna Hirschman, 
PO Box 550, Yachats, OR 97498, (541) 270-3777; e-mail: 
iamhrsch@yahoo.com; Web site: www.yachatsagatefestival.com 
23-25—SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire 
Inc, Marin Center; 10 Avenue of the Flags; Fri. Noon-6pm, Sat. 10am-6pm, 
Sun. 10am-5pm; Admission $7, Children free (ages 1-11); Fine jewelry, 
precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & 
silver, pearls, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors 
from around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly 
door prizes.; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: 
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com 
23-25—TYLER, TEXAS: Annual show; East Texas Gem & Mineral Society, 
Rose Garden Center; 420 S. Rose Park Dr.; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
adults $5, students and children $1, Scouts in uniform free; dealers, jewelry, 
gems, minerals, fossils, decorator items, geodes, demonstrations, cabbing, 
faceting, wire wrapping, silent auction, kids' spinning wheel, fluorescent 
mineral display, hourly door prizes, grand prizes; contact Keith Harmon, 9116 
US Hwy. 84 West, Rusk, TX 75785, (903) 795-3860; e-mail: 
keithharmon19@yahoo.com 
24-25—PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA: Annual show; Panama City Gem & 
Mineral Society, Central Panhandle Fairgrounds; 2230 E. 15th St.; Sat. 9-5, 
Sun. 9-4; free admission; hourly silent auctions, door prizes, grand prize; 
contact Steven Shipton, 5113 E. 13th Ct., Panama City, FL 32404, (850) 
867-0586; e-mail: shipton3@comcast.net 
29-15—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Wholesale and retail show; Eons Expos, 22nd 
Street Mega-Tent; 600 W. 22nd St.; Daily 9-6; free admission; meet the cast 
of the TV show "Prospectors", who will be at the show selling their finds; 
contact Heather Grana, 235 First St., Keyport, NJ 07735; e-mail: 
Heather@EonsExpos.com; Web site: www.EonsExpos.com 
29-15—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Annual show; Eons Expos, LLLP, 22nd Street 
Show Tent; 600 W 22nd Street; Daily 9-6; Admission Free, Children Free; An 
18-day show inside a huge 60,000 square foot climate controlled tent. Free 
parking. 200 booths. A Top Five show in Tucson based on table count. 
Wholesale and retail. We curate an even mix of fossil, mineral, gemstone, 

and jewelry dealers.; contact Lowell Carhart, 80 Roslyn Forest Lane, 
Charlottesville, VA 22901, (804) 291-6357; e-mail: 
LowellCarhart@yahoo.com; Web site: www.22ndStreetShow.com 
30-1—MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire 
Inc, Monterey County Fairgrounds; 2004 Fairground Rd; Fri. Noon-6pm, Sat. 
10am-6pm, Sun. 10am-5pm; Admission Free, Children Free; Fine jewelry, 
precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & 
silver, pearls, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors 
from around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly 
door prizes.; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: 
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com 
30-15—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Annual show; Marana Miner's Co-op, The 
Rock Show; 6107 N. Travel Center Dr.; Daily 9-6; free admission; 
www.facebook.com/pages/Tucson-Miners-Co-op-The-Rock-
Show/313811585410623?ref=hl; contact Rachel Ford-Dingfield, (720) 495-
8362; e-mail: kaipuravida@gmail.com; Web site: 
http://tucsonrockgemmineralshow.com/ 
31-14—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Wholesale and retail show; Martin Zinn 
Expositions, Hotel Tucson City Center/InnSuites; 475 N. Granada Ave; Daily 
10:00 am-6:00 pm; Admission Free; Gallery of Artists, Fossil Hall, Dinosaur 
replicas in the courtyard. Over 300 vendors in one location.; contact Regina 
Aumente, PO Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004, (505) 867-0425; e-mail: 
mzexpos@gmail.com; Web site: www.mzexpos.com 
31-14—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Wholesale and retail show; Martin Zinn 
Expositions, LLC, Ramada Ltd; 665 N Freeway; Daily 10 am-6 pm; 
Admission Free; Final Saturday show closes at 5 pm.; contact Regina 
Aumente, PO Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004, (505) 867-0425; e-mail: 
mzexpos@gmail.com; Web site: www.mzexpos.com 
31-14—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Wholesale and retail show; Martin Zinn 
Expositions, LLC, Mineral & Fossil Marketplace; 1333 N Oracle; Daily 10 am-
6 pm; Admission Free; Show closes at 5 pm on final Saturday; contact 
Regina Aumente, PO Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004, (505) 867-0425; e-mail: 
mzexpos@gmail.com; Web site: www.mzexpos.com 
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Quartzsite 2015 Show Calendar 

Quartzsite Market Place Street Fair Oct. 31, 2014 - February 28, 2015 http://www.xpopress.com/QZ-MPSF-show-
schedule.html 

Hi Ali Swapmeet  Nov. 01, 2014 - February 28, 
2015 

  

Prospectors Panorama January 02 - January 14, 2015 http://prospectorspanorama.com  

Desert Gardens -Gem & Mineral January 01 - February 28, 2015 http://www.desertgardensrvpark.net  

Tyson Wells Rock & Gem Show January 02 - January 11, 2015  http://www.tysonwells.com 

Tyson Wells Sell-A-Rama January 16 - January 25, 2015 http://www.tysonwells.com 

Big Tent Sports, Vacation & RV Show January 17 - January 25, 2015 http://www.quartzsitervshow.com  

Pow Wow - Gems, minerals & jewelry January 21 - January 25, 2015 http://www.qiaaz.org 

Quartzsite Gold Show February 13 - February 15, 2015 http://quartzsiteazgoldshow.com 

 

Quartzsite 2015 Show Map 
 

 
 
 

http://www.xpopress.com/QZ-MPSF-show-schedule.html
http://www.xpopress.com/QZ-MPSF-show-schedule.html
http://prospectorspanorama.com/
http://www.desertgardensrvpark.net/
http://www.tysonwells.com/
http://www.tysonwells.com/
http://www.quartzsitervshow.com/
http://www.qiaaz.org/
http://quartzsiteazgoldshow.com/
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I have the pleasure introducing two great heirlooms of Opal Jewellery pieces from Down Under. 
The first one is a Lightning Ridge Gem Crystal Opal Mosaic, it has been made by a German Gentleman by the name of 

Julius Ditz a foremost Opal Artist Carver & Cutter who died in 1947. 
The Theme of the Mosaic is “Play of the Mermaids.” Pease check out the details. The Mosaic is set in 18carat Gold and is 

dressed up with 10 Diamonds and 5 Rubies. (The Chain is not included) 
The size is 2.26” x 1.88” x 0.36”it weighs 37.5 gram or 1.2 troy ounces or 187.5 carat. 

The Investment asked for is $ 12,000, Valuation certificates can be supplied. 

 

 

 

 

 
The Second one is a Pendant/ Broche Mosaic of Lightning Ridge Gem Crystal Opal which displays the American Eagle, also set in 18 carat 

Gold with a nice Diamond and Rubies. It has been produced by the same Artist. And of course we can supply Valuation Certificates. The 
Investment Price for this Unique Jewel Piece is ONLY $7,000 

 

 

 

 

 

Please direct any Interest to:- Peter “The Opal Lover” 
Email: gem@opallover.com, Mobile:61 417555923 

 

Visit Rockaway Opals 
Select Cup Opals 

Australian…Ethiopian…Black…Crystal…Boulder 

Fine Opal Jewelry 
Custom Designed by Artists 

www.rockawayopals.com 

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 
Stan M. McCall 

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist 
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs 

Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing 
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones 

(714) 220-9282 

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630 
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/ 

custom-creative@earthlink.net 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available 

TIKKA OPALS 
E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au 

www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com 
phone: +61-7-55469324 
mobile: +61-417-421205 

Advertise in this Space! 
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month 
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month 

Half Page Size: $20 per month 
Full Page Size: $40 per month 

Contact: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 

E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

mailto:gem@opallover.com
http://www.rockawayopals.com/
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
mailto:custom-creative@earthlink.net
mailto:mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
http://www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com/
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application 

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) 
AMOUNT 
PAID 

DUES: 
SELECT ONE 

RENEWING MEMBERS $30   

NEW MEMBERS $40   

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10   

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE (Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5   

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10   

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:  

 

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to: 

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at 
http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal 
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account 
is membership@opalsociety.org.  

 

NAME 
 

BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX 

CITY STATE 

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) 

PHONE - Home 
( ) 

PHONE - Business 
( ) 

FAX 
( ) 

E-MAIL 

WEBSITE 

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be 
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information 
above, please note that on the application. 

 Address  Phone  E-mail  Website   

Please sign here: ________________________________________ Date _____________ 
 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 
The American Opal Society. 

Copyright 2015. All rights reserved. 
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise 

Reserved. 
Editor-Jim Pisani 

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

Are Your Dues Due Now? 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-
MAIL. There should be a date that shows the current month/year of 
your membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues 
are overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue. 
A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note, 
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not 
received you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership 
thereafter. It is your responsibility to assure your dues are current. 
Thank you, 
The Editor 

NAME  BADGE  ORDER  
FORM: 

PLEASE  PRINT  NAME  AS  
YOU  WISH  IT  TO  APPEAR  
ON  YOUR  BADGE  using  up  
to  two  (2)  lines  of  text  for  
your  name,  nickname,  or  

http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm
mailto:membership@opalsociety.org
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 
P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
 

   

Volume #48 Issue #1 
January 2015 

   

 

Some Topics In This Issue: 
 Chinese Writing 

 Remember, "If It Can't Be Grown, It 
Must Be Mined" 

 Agate Varieties 

 Silver Discoloration 

 From Rags to Riches - Chapter 41 - 
The Dream Continues 

 Quartzsite 2015 Show Calendar 

 Quartzsite 2015 Show Map 
 

 

Important Dates: 
 

January 8th 

Longtime Member Pamela 
Strong will give a 
presentation and book 
signing for  her new science 
fiction book “Where is the 
Light”. 
 
 

 
 

— GENERAL MEETINGS — 
2nd Thurs. of the Month 
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM 
Garden Grove Civic Women’s Club 
9501 Chapman Ave. 
Garden Grove, CA 92841 
(NE corner of Gilbert & Chapman) 
MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 
 
     

     
     

 

The American Opal Society 
http://OpalSociety.org  

Pete Goetz 
Russ Madsen 
Jim Pisani 
Veronica Purpura 
 

President 
Treasurer 
Editor & Webmaster 
Show Chairman 
 

(714) 530-3530 
(562) 884-2254 
(714) 815-4638 
(714) 974-3982 
 

email: mpg1022@aol.com 
email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net  
email: editor@opalsociety.org 
email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com  
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http://opalsociety.org/
mailto:mpg1022@aol.com
mailto:chairman2rgm@verizon.net
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
mailto:angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com

