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General Meeting Lecture 
Lothar Vallot, Gemology Program Facilitator at Santiago 
Community College and proprietor of Otten, Vallot & Co. will 
present a summary of what was good at the 2015 Tucson 
shows this month. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Calculating the Value of Scrap Gold  
By Tony Orzano 

I have been asked many times how do you calculate the value of 
scrap gold? The spot price for gold (price traded on the stock 
market) is a poor indicator of the real value of your scrap gold (the 
price quoted is for pure gold - 24 Karat). What is scrap gold? Any 
gold that is not wanted. You might have some jewelry pieces you 
have not worn for a long time and do not want anymore; these can 
be turned into cash.  
Before you sell your gold, make sure you know how much actual 
gold you have and what it is worth. You must separate your gold into 
karat groups: 10k, 14k, 18k, 22k and 24k. Make sure the items are 
stamped with only these marks - if there are any other marks after 
the ‘k’, like ‘s’ or ‘p’ then you have gold plated – not real - gold.  
To find the value of each group you must use the gram scale. Gold 
is measured in Troy ounces. One troy ounce equals 31.1 grams.  
First, get the updated price per ounce for gold; divide the price by 
31.1 to get the rate for 1 gram of pure (24k) gold. Example: $1,000 
per oz _ 31.1 = $32.15 per gram for pure gold. But what about for 
other purities? The 'k' value indicates the ratio of gold in the alloy, 
Divide this by 24 to get the ratio:  
· 10k: 10/24 = 0.4167 41.67% gold content  
· 14k: 14/24 = 0.5833 58.33% gold content  
· 18k: 18/24 = 0.7500 75.00% gold content  
· 22k: 22/24 = 0.9167 91.67% gold content  

· 24k 24/24 = 1.0000 100.00% gold content 
Example: If today's gold rate was $1,000 per ounce, the following 
would be the value of the gold in 10 grams of each of the five karat 
groups:  
· 10k: 0.4167 X $32.15 X 10 = $133.95  
· 14k: 0.5833 X $32.15 X 10 = $187.53  
· 18k: 0.7500 X $32.15 X 10 = $241.12  
· 22k: 0.9167 X $32.15 X 10 = $294.49  
· 24k: 1.0000 X $32.15 X 10 = $321.50  
Most people will use grams for calculating, but scrap dealers will use 
the pennyweight system to confuse you. There are 20 penny-weight 
in a troy ounce. Just substitute 20 for the 31.1 to calculate 
pennyweight in the previous formulas. Keep in mind scrap dealers 
will not give you the full value. They usually will try to get you for 30-
40% of the price. If you go in with your gold separated by karat 
weight and have already done the calculations, then you may get 
between 50-70% of price. You will never get more than that from 
anyone unless it is pure 24K gold, and then you will usually get 90-
95% of price. They calculate the smelting and processing fees in the 
quote. Remember if you have an antique jewelry piece or coin, it 
might be worth more because of rarity, and the value would be more 
than the gold it contains.  
ALWAYS REMEMBER: Bring your gold to a reputable dealer. Avoid 
the-fly-by night operations with ads such as: 'We are here at so-and-
so hotel for one week only...If you want the best price we are the 
only ones that can give the best result for your gold" - BALONEY! 

Seller beware.  Via Monongahela Rockhound News 02/10, via 

The Rockhounder 2/2015 

American Opal Society Calendar 
Date General Meeting Topic / Speaker 

01/08/15 Pamela Strong Book Lecture 

02/12/15 
Lothar Vallot on the 2015 
Tucson Gem Shows 

03/12/15 To be announced 

04/09/15 Pamela Strong on Opals on Mars 

05/14/15 To be announced 

06/11/15 Live Opal Auction 

07/09/15 To be announced 

08/13/15 Opal Cutting Seminar 

09/10/15 To be announced 
10/08/15 Opal & Gem Show Work Session 
11/07/15 48th Annual Opal, Gem, & Jewelry Show 
11/08/15 48th Annual Opal, Gem, & Jewelry Show 
11/12/15 Opal Show Recap 
12/12/15 AOS Christmas Party Potluck 
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My father passed away in 2013 and was a WWII Veteran.  We 
found in his belongings a ring that he acquired in the 
Philippines (see Ring #1 below), that introduced me to Trench 
Art.  Dad had made another ring, out of a US half dollar, similar 
to Ring #2, where you could see the imprint of USA inside.  He 
said it was common for GI’s to do this type of art to pass the 
time.  The AOS Editor 
 

Trench Art 
 

What is War Trench Art? 

War trench art is usually described as an item, decorative in nature, 
crafted by a soldier or prisoner of war using bomb shells, bullet 
casings and even wood or bone. Trench art is known to have 
existed as early as the Napoleonic Wars and continues to be 
popular to present day. 
Creation of trench art picked up momentum during World War I and 
continued into World War II. By this time, the term “trench art” was 
also used not only to describe the souvenirs crafted by soldiers, but 
also those produced by military service personnel. 
Today, trench art is divided into four categories: Items made by 
soldiers, items made by POWs and Internees, items made by 
civilians and items produced commercially. Various trench art items 
emerged from each group. 
 
Soldier’s Trench Art 

Trench art obtained its name from soldiers who would bide their time 
in the trenches by creating pieces of art using materials they had 
available to them – mainly bomb and/or bullet casings. Some 
soldiers were even known to create a reverse relief in the clay floor 

of the trench and then filling the 
relief with lead melted down 
from shrapnel balls. Smaller 
items, such as rings, were also 
made by these soldiers. 
Wounded soldiers were 
encouraged to utilize this type of 
art as part of their therapy when 
recovering from battle wounds. 
These soldiers generally 
created embroidery art and 
hand crafted items made from 
wood. 
 
Pow/Internee Items 

From the very beginning of 
trench art, the prisoner of war 
had very good reasons for 
creating their pieces of art. First, 
they had a fair amount of idle 
time which the craft help to 
occupy. They mainly used their 
art, however, as a means to 
secure items such as cigarettes, 
food and other privileges. 
 
Civilian-Made Items 

The reference to Civilian-made 
trench art generally refers to art 
that was created around the 
conflict zone and aso includes 
items made at home by a loved 
one. In France, postcards were 
embroidered, which lead to the 
popularity of embroidering 
panels of gauze. These pieces 
usually included pictures 
patriotic in nature. Throughout 
WWII, millions of these 
postcards were produced. At the end of the war, much of the leftover 

 

Ring #1: AOS Editor’s Father’s ring from his time in Manila, 
Philippines during WWII 

 

Ring #2: Finger rings made from French silver coins. From left to 
right this sequence shows the various stages in the making of 
these rings.  The end product retains the markings from the edge 
of the original coin 'Francaise Republique' and 'Liberte, Egalite, 
Fraternite' on the inside of the ring. 

 

Shell casing flower vase made 
from French 105mm shell. Bird in 
tree, flower, coyote(?), and date 
1919 in relief with Embossed 
background.  15" tall.  

 

WII Japanese helmet trench art from the Pacific Theatre. Hand 
painted giving names: Pearl Harbor, Leyte, Philippines, 
Okinawa, Saipan, and Tokyo. 
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shell casings and other 
war debris, were 
decorated with town 
crests and sold to the 
tourists. 
 
Commercially 
Produced Trench Art 

This term is referred to 
the mass production of 
trench art. With a 
significant amount of 
leftover materials from 
the war, this 
commercially produced 
trench art served dual 
purposes: 
1) A way to dispose of 
leftover materials, 
including bomb casings 
and pieces wood from 
ships that were involved 
in battle would be sold 
with a notation of the 
ship’s significance. 
2) Commercially 
produced war trench art 
became a means of 
profit. 
Today, a wide variety 
trench art items from 
each of these categories 
are still available for 
purchase. World War II 

trench art is very popular among collectors. 
From http://armedforcesmuseum.com/what-is-war-trench-art/ 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

 

Scientists believe that Mars may have weathering conditions 
conducive to opal formation 

Are There Gold and Opal on Mars? 
By Jeff Salton, June 11, 2013 

Most jewelers are aware that about 95 per cent of the world’s opals 

are produced (mined) in Australia’s Red Centre. But scientists now 

believe they might also exist on the Red Planet – Mars. 
Despite its iconic status and a long opal mining history, the 
geological processes behind the formation of opal are still largely 
unknown, however researchers believe they have uncovered opal’s 
secrets. 
Experts at the University of Sydney say they can explain why the 
gemstone can be found almost exclusively in Australia from Coober 
Pedy in South Australia to Lightning Ridge in northern NSW. The 
area is situated in what geologists refer to as the Great Artesian 
Basin (GAB). 
They report that the climactic conditions that created opal in the area 
roughly 100 million years ago closely resemble what scientists know 
about Mars. 
According to University of Sydney associate professor Patrice Rey, 
the only other area where similar conditions have been observed is 
on the surface of our neighboring planet. 
Australia’s central landscape, once covered by sea, began drying 
out about 100 million years ago. As the GAB’s inland sea regressed 
an "extraordinary episode of acidic weathering" took place, caused 
by the exposed pyrite minerals, commonly referred to as fool's gold, 
releasing sulphuric acid. 
As the surface cracked, silica-rich gel became trapped in the veins 
in the rock, which was later covered and protected from the 
weathering by secondary minerals, allowing the silica to solidify to 
form opals. 
Scientists based much of their findings on a review of three decades 
of research on the evolution of the GAB and its rock formations, and 
research on weathering processes. They said it explains why many 
opal mines are preserved below extremely hard ground and not in 
overlying sandstone or siltstone formations. 
Unfortunately, the research suggested that most of the precious opal 
had been transported and buried into the Ceduna Sub-basin, 
although it may not have survived erosion and transportation. 
While scientists admitted that the type of acidic weathering was 
highly unusual at the Earth's surface, the same weathering 
conditions were documented in 2008 about the surface of Mars. 
 
Life on Mars 

The GAB and Mars also share a similar secondary mineralogy and 
even the same colour, hence there is a possibility that opal could be 
found on the Red Planet. 
“Opal-like deposits have been detected on Mars, in several places,” 
professor of astrobiology at University of New South Wales (UNSW), 
Malcolm Walter told Jeweller. Prof Walter is a specialist on the 
prospects of life on Mars. 
“These are spectroscopic observations from an orbiting satellite, 
NASA’s Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter. We would probably call it 
potch opal. There is no evidence of anything precious, except to 
scientists,” he added. 
rof Walter also believed that gold would exist on Mars because the 
planet has much the same composition as Earth. 
“As far as I know, though, none has yet been detected.” 
A colleague at UNSW, Professor Michael Archer from the School of 
Biological, Earth & Environmental Sciences Department, agreed that 
gold should exist on Mars. 
e said previously-published speculation suggested that the amount 
of gold deposits found near the surface of the Earth – where they 
shouldn’t be, considering gold’s atomic weight – may have been 
plastered over the planet’s surface billions of years ago via “gold-
laden meteorites”. 
“Asteroids with high gold content are known to be ‘out there’ and all 
planets in our solar system were bombarded with masses of 
meteorites more than three billion years ago,” Prof Archer said. 
The opal research is published in the Australian Journal of Earth 
Sciences.  
From http://www.jewellermagazine.com  

 

Engraved aluminum canteen dated 'U.S. 
L.F. & C. 1918'. Front surface engraved 
'Robert Sylvester' 'Capt USA' with center 
floral motif.  Engraved by German POW 
for Robert D. Sylvester, Commanding 
Officer, Company 'L', 307th Infantry, 
77th Division, AEF.  With original note 
detailing provenance.  

http://armedforcesmuseum.com/what-is-war-trench-art/
http://www.jewellermagazine.com/
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The Red Robin 
By Len Cram 

 
The beautiful Red Robin, found by Neville Bell in May 1972.  
Unfortunately, this is the best photo I have of this famous stone, 
which falls far short of its true beauty, specially the beautiful reds.  

Ove the years I’ve tried not to be caught up in the photographic habit 
of only photographing opal against a dark background, and have 
worked hard to let the gem release its awesome beauty, in a more 
natural way.  I have no idea why, but on this occasion I side stepped 
my own guide lines, but we must remember, it was 44 years ago.  
The red Robin was a large stone, whose weight I never recorded, 
but at the time the local talk was, in was worth $10,000.   A 
considerable sum for the time, but of course he never got anywhere 
near that.  He not only found it a new country, but at the bottom of 
his first shaft! How luck can you be, which started quite a rush. 
 
Neville Bell, climbing out of his shaft at the Red Robin in May 1972, 
not long after he bottomed on the Red Robin.  As Neville and I were 
very close friends, I was one of the few people ever invited down 
this fabulous mine.  Prior to this, he’d been working a number of 
years with little success a few miles west of the Shear’s 6-Mile, 
where he eventually struck it rich.   I asked him how he came to pick 
this particular spot and he said, “I was walking through the bush 

from McDonalds 6-Mile, looking for a place to sink a new shaft when 
I saw some beautiful little red robins chirping away overhead in 
some box trees, and thought this is a good omen and as good as 
place as any”. It’s hard to visualize that a lone man walking through 

the bush could place four pegs in the ground, 100 ft. apart, and peg 
in more than 95 of all the opal.  Working by himself, it took him six 
weeks to bottom on a fortune, at 34 feet.  The first gem was the Red 
Robin, right at the bottom of the shaft, and for a man who had been 
living in mostly on bush tucker for a long time, it was almost 
overwhelming.  At s time proved, it wasn’t the top gem to come out 
of the claim, yet was a mighty stone.  There were many super gems 
to follow.  Over the years I saw piles of stunning gems from that 
mine, the complete story of which I tell in the Lighting Ridge volume 
of, “A Journey with Colour”. But suffice to say, had the discovery 
been made 22 years later when prices were many times higher, that 
little 100 ft. x 100 ft. claim could have produced as much as $80 
million, instead it was found at a time when $1,000 per carat was 
hardly heard of. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

The following are the final chapters of the Book From 
Rags to Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters 
were published in the Opal Express from April 2011 
through Nov. 2013.  The Editor 
 

From Rags to Riches 
Chapter 42 - The Right Choice 

By Peter Greisl 
The same story over and over, Monday mornings get up eat 
breakfast go to the Shop. I have to seriously think about it, did I 
come to Andamooka to be a bloody Butcher or an Opal Miner. Yes it 
was a god send when we were broke, but the tables of the tide have 
changed some since then. We got enough money to support us for a 
few months, and we still put aside for a start in Adelaide if 
necessary. I will have to sit down with Chris and have a look at the 
situation, and see if I can cut my hours at the shop so I can be more 
proactive in the mine. 
Upon arrival the girls was already here and we opened up and got 
the shop ready. I asked her how she likes the job and if there are 
any issues or problems I can address for her. She told me 
everything is fine and she is fully aware of the situation with a shop 
as she used to work in a Continental Deli, and she likes the job and 
hope she can keep it for as long as she needs it. 
Well that pleases me as I have ulterior motives for the shop 
situation. 
Doug came in the Shop and told me that the co-op having a BBQ 
this coming weekend which is for the members and he needs Meat, 
Steaks, Chops and Sausages. 
I ask him to drop me off a list and I will get it ready for when he 
needs it. 
He pulled me aside and ask how the girl is working out, I told him 
she is good and no problem with having her working back if 
required, she is clean and tidy, and the customers like her, I am very 
pleased with her. 
Finally the time has come for me to close up and go to do what I 
love most, which is mining for the Rainbow Rock. 
I arrived at the claim and there was the compressor purring away, I 
went to the shaft and looked down and I can hear the Jack hammer 
working away and digging in to the dirt to expose the level. I 
changed in to my shorts and T-Shirt and went down, I could see the 
glimmer of the light around the corner and as I got there, there was 
Johnny with his shirt off and his body full of sweat and dirt. 
Just as he was going to start gouging again I tapped him on the 
Shoulder and he Jumped and said ‘You dirty dog I nearly shit myself 
I was deep in thought’ I laughed and said ‘I am here and report for 
duty’ you did well my friend, I guess about 5 feet of drive plus back 
shoveling is great work mate.’ Well let’s get the crap out of here, 
listen you go up and have a breather and I will fill the buckets, and 
you pull them.’ Johnny nodded pushed the three buckets to the shaft 
grabbed his shirt and disappeared up the top. 

 

The Red Robin 

 

Neville Bell coming out of his shaft at the Red Robin. 
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I had good look around and came to the conclusion there is about 
20 to 25 buckets of mullock here, which should not take us to long. 
I went to the shaft and I heard to compressor being set to idle just 
for the lights, and the winch motor starting to whirr. 
Johnny’s face appeared at the top and he shouted ‘are you ready’, I 
replied’ let her rip Boris’. And down came the hook from the winch, I 
hooked up the first one and away it went, once all three were empty, 
I went back to the drive with them and started filling the buckets as 
soon as I had the three buckets full I pushed them to the Shaft and I 
sent them up one after another. 
After about nine buckets I had to remove my shirt as it was soaking 
wet from my perspiration and I kept going, I was filling one bucket 
after another, the sweat was dripping from my forehead and running 
into my eyes and burning, But I was not giving in, I was determined 
to clean the lot out by myself. 
I pushed, and I shoveled, had them winched up one after another, 
Johnny shouted down’ let’s have a change,’ No I replied, I am 
finishing this lot off. 
And I did it by 8 pm which was nearly 4 hours; I filled and moved 26 
buckets. 
I was stuffed by then my arms ached and the sweat is running down 
my shorts I was filthy and dirty covered in dust and strangely enough 
I did not get any blisters. 
Johnny sent down the last bucket and shut down the motor of the 
winch. 
He came down and he saw me sitting on a bucket and sucking on 
the water bag, the water was Luke warm but it was wet, which was 
important. 
Johnny asked me if was training for a dirt moving competition, or 
what was this all about, why I did not want to change. 
I just told him I needed this work out. Actually I am thinking working 
out something with the shop to get more time to do what I really 
want and love, which is what I just did, working on my claim. He 
asked isn’t it going fast enough for you? No I replied, I just don’t 
want to be a bloody Butcher on an Opal field, if I wanted to do this I 
could have stayed in Sydney and got a Job as a Butcher. ‘You really 
serious about that, I thought it was an adventure for you.’ Johnny 
said, ‘Bloody Oath I am serious about this’, for me it is not an 
adventure it is my destiny I just have to find these magnificent 
stones, otherwise I will not be at peace with myself, Chris does not 
know this but I could never leave the field without having a decent 
discovery of Opal. I just hope it does not come that far where she 
says she wants to leave, before I find this parcel.’ Hence I want to 
be more involved physical in the mining of it. 
After explaining the reason why I want to be involved more than I am 
in the mining process, Johnny understood now why I am 
contemplating to buy this place and make things as comfortable as 
possible for Chris so she does not get the urge to leave the field 
earlier. 
Johnny asked me what I had in mind in reference of the butcher 
shop, I explained that as soon as the new girl is comfortable with 
everything, she virtually can run the show, and what I have in mind 
is asking McCallum to put me on a hourly rate and I come in and 
prepare enough meat for the day, and get all the off cuts together 
and prepare that for the sausages, and then I come in whenever we 
need to make sausages etc. So basically I would be working a 
couple hours in the morning and of course Saturday morning as this 
is the busiest day, then I come in after closing to make sausages 
and hamburger patties etc. I still will be ordering and everything else 
except closing, balancing the till every day except Saturday. So that 
is what I had in mind, doing about 20 hours but having most of the 
day to my mining. Johnny replied well that sounds ok as long as you 
don’t have to rely on the extra income, by cutting your hours. 
We shall see, anyhow mate, let’s pull the pin I need a shower.’ I 
replied. 
We cleaned up put the lights, cable, air hoses Jack hammer etc. into 
the shaft Johnny climbed out and pulled up everything with the 
winch. I followed soon after. I told Johnny I call on to Trevor to ask 

him when he could come to move some mullock for us so we get the 
Ute closer to the shaft to extend the air hoses and the light cable. He 
nodded and I drove off. 
I got to Trevor and he was outside with Rob greasing and oiling the 
backhoe. 
We greeted each other and I said what a coincidence I was just 
going to ask when would you be able to move a bit of dirt for us, I 
explained what I needed done, and Rob said a he is the main 
operator, ‘we could actually do it for you tomorrow before we take 
the machine back to Boundary Rider, would save a double trip. ‘I 
exclaimed, that would be fantastic,’ Johnny will be there as of 7 am 
and meet you guys there and you can see and maybe suggest what 
would be the best way to do it so we can get as close as possible to 
the shaft with the Ute.,’ No worries mate we sort it out,’ Rob said, 
Thanks Guy’s I replied I shall see you tomorrow.’ Trevor showed me 
thumbs up and I left. 
I got home and kissed Chris and Beatrix, I noticed Johnny was not 
home yet. I asked Chris, she told me he was home and went to the 
Hospital to get the stitches taken out, (those days there were no 
dissolvable suture to stitch up cuts). Very good I said, I am glad he 
thought about it. I did not. Actually I reminded him Chris told me. 
Why I am not surprised I replied. 
Any how Sweetheart I need a shower and a good massage, Chris 
said I know Johnny told me about your performance, don’t overdo it. 
She said, I am fine Sweetheart, I will talk with you later this evening I 
have an Idea and I like to run it by you and see what your response 
is. Nothing serious Chris said with a touch of anxiety in her voice. No 
I replied just to make some changes to become more productive and 
try to get to my goal quicker.’ Well Darling you know you always 
have my support in whatever you decide, and don’t take this as that 
I am a yes woman, because I am not, but so far you have not given 
me any reason to object to anything you decided, as your decisions 
in the past have always been to the welfare of Beatrix and myself, If 
you should come up with anything I don’t like belief me I will tell you 
she said. 
That is what makes our relationship so great, I replied. 
Anyhow I go and have my shower. Chris dished up the dinner, and I 
asked Beatrix, how is your garden doing?’ She said come with me 
daddy I show you, I looked at Chris and she said go on, but don’t be 
too long or the food gets cold. 
We will not be long mummy Beatrix replied, and we went outside 
behind the house where Beatrix has her garden, the Sturt Peas are 
doing very well, and also some of the Daisies she planted. Well that 
looks great you are a real little gardener, don’t forget to water them, 
and they will last a long time, Beatrix said all excited, Mum is going 
to help me to grow vegetables like Lettuce and Tomatoes, ‘Hey 
that’s great I can’t wait’ I said and Beatrix really enjoyed that I was 
so interested in her garden, and replied, Daddy you will get the first 
tomato. 
Nice Pumpkin, we better get in or we miss out on our dinner. 
Back inside Beatrix told Chris all about what went on outside and 
Chris smiled at me. 
The Ute arrived and so did Johnny of course, the warrior, how was 
it, any pain? ‘No pain, he replied everything is fine she was winging 
about the dirt on the dressing she wanted me not to do anything till it 
was healed.’ Great my Friend come and have some grub. Johnny 
joined us and we had a lovely meal, we joked and laughed, and 
Johnny said ‘I am going to do your stones tonight,’ That’s great mate 
I miss my Dummy...Chris and Johnny both laughed, I just said, So 
what, nobody is perfect.’ After dinner Johnny went to the shed and 
started the generator, Chris started to wash the dishes and cleaned 
up the kitchen; Beatrix went to her garden and I was sitting at the 
dining table with pen and paper and prepared a schedule of 
proposed hours and remuneration request for the shop to show and 
discuss with McCallum. 
When Chris was finish she sat beside me and I told her what I had in 
mind of doing, I also showed her the proposal for McCallum and 
explained everything to her. I explained to her the other motive for 
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this action is a responsibility act as it is not safe to have someone 
work the mine on its own particular underground, can you imagine if 
there were a cave in and I was in the shop, and would get there and 
there would be Johnny laying under tons of dirt. 
I would have to live with this for the rest of my life. And this is the 
main reason, I did not tell Johnny this reason as he would have 
argued against it. 
‘Anyhow Chris this is it, are there any objections from you with this 
proposal,’ How could I have any objections to such a precautious 
proposal, I am very proud of you Peter Greisl. You are a good man, 
you deserve everything you are searching for and I am sure the Lord 
will have your destiny fulfilled.’ Chris made some coffee and went 
outside and shouted to Johnny ‘Coffee is ready, OK he replied and a 
few minutes he came in and handed me a Jar with 5 beautiful pieces 
of Crystal Opal cleaned up perfectly and they revealed all their 
glorious colour, as soon as I had this jar in my hands and I looked at 
it, a beautiful serene feeling overcame me, and I got absorbed in 
these colourful display of these stones. 
Chris said to Johnny, you just made my man a very happy person, 
he got his dummy. 
And we all laughed.  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

 

Thirteenth Annual Sinkankas 
Symposium - Opal 
Saturday, April 18, 2015 
 
Co-sponsored by Gemological Society of San Diego and 
GIA (Gemological Institute of America) 
 
For the 13th consecutive year, the annual all-day Sinkankas 
Symposium will be held at GIA World Headquarters in Carlsbad, 
California.  Roger Merk has assembled a terrific program. 

 

Speakers & Topics 
 Dr. Raquel Alonso-Perez, Kunz Opals in the Harvard Museum 

 Dr. Eloise Gaillou, Geology and mineralogy of opal 

 William Larson - Green with envy 

 Andrew Cody, Australian Opals, especially fossilized opals 

 Alan Hart, Opals in the Natural History Museum, London 

 Bill Larson, Opals in the collection of William F. Larson 

 Meg Berry, Lapidary tricks in cutting opal 

 Nathan Renfro, Inclusions in opals  

 Dr. Renee Newman, Matrix opals and other common opals, 
Part 1 

 Helen Serras-Herman, Common opals, Part 2 

 Jack Hobart, Photographic studies of Mexican opals 

 Robert Weldon, Photographing opal 

 Dr. Eloise Gaillou and Dr. George R. Rossman, Color in opal 
 
Registration:  Sinkankas Symposium - benchmarkevents (online 

only), now open to all  -- no early registration 
 
Cost: $95./person through March 17; $105./person on March 18 

through April 13. 
 
Seats are limited to 140 participants and the Sinkankas Symposium 
is usually an early sell-out, so if you would like to attend, prompt 
response is recommended. 
 
Website:  http://www.sinkankassymposium.net 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 

 

2015 Tucson Gem and Mineral Shows 
 

DATES SHOW LOCATION OPEN TO INFORMATION 

Jan. 13 - Feb. 14 A Bead Carnival 3301 E. Pennsylvania St. Public Open year-round 
        abeadcarnival.com  

Jan. 23 - Feb. 16 Madagascar Minerals Gem Show 201 W. Lester St. Public Open year-round 
        madagascarminerals.com  

        carolyn@madagascarminerals.com 

Jan. 25 - Feb. 15 American Indian Exposition Flamingo Hotel Public info@usaindianinfo.org  

    1300 N. Stone Ave.     

Jan. 26- Arizona Independent Warehouse Show 1500 E Apache Park Place Businesses only therockwarehouse.com  

Feb. 14       therockwarehouse@outlook.com 

Jan. 28 - Feb. 15 1820 Oracle Wholesale Show 1835-1893 N. 11th Ave. Wholesale only topgem.com 

        topgem@topgem.com 

Jan. 29 - Feb. 15 22nd Street Mineral, Fossil & Gem Show NW corner of 22nd St. and I-10 Public 22ndstreetshow.com  

        lowellcarhart@yahoo.com  

Jan. 29 - Feb. 9 JOGS Gem & Jewelry Main Show Tucson Expo Center Register  jogsshow.com 

    3750 E. Irvington Rd.   info@jogsshow.com 

Jan. 29 - Feb. 9 Tucson Jewelry Making Classes Tucson Expo Center 
Register to enter 
the JOGS Show  

jewelrytools.com/classes  

    3750 E. Irvington Rd.   customerservice@jewelrytools.com 

Jan. 30 - Feb 15 GIGM Show Days Inn, 222 S. Freeway Rd. Public gigmshows.com 

  Globex Gem & Mineral Show 
 

  GIGMshow@gmail.com 

Jan. 30 - Feb 14 GIGM Show 1010 S. Freeway Rd. Public gigmshows.com 

  Howard Johnson Gem & Mineral Show 
 

  GIGMshow@gmail.com 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FFZEvFGRIiWVZ4jHV1K2pc3WPBDPYZwHAt11PiI0Jd6Kb-gWHQCYagUAF5PLtIiV1QIh1Dx5-kD_IV_ZfsbPmaHdvaGAN5ZoHDB4ji9bMHJK7VhpiY2AGi4hH44r-b78RdICLk7Gw6b9_sEZ6FDEUqc8AMhdeaFszhXFjnywnqFllTEG9LpS4qudaNYAORAqVigMtZzWVizgByQtuM9I3Q==&c=&ch=
http://www.sinkankassymposium.net/
http://abeadcarnival.com/
http://www.madagascarminerals.com/
mailto:%20julia@madagascarminerals.com
mailto:info@usaindianinfo.org
http://www.therockwarehouse.com/Tucson_Show.html
mailto:therockwarehouse@outlook.com
http://www.topgem.com/
mailto:topgem@topgem.com
http://www.22ndstreetshow.com/
mailto:lowellcarhart@yahoo.com
http://jogsshow.com/register/
http://www.jogsshow.com/
mailto:info@jogsshow.com
http://jogsshow.com/register/
http://jogsshow.com/register/
http://www.jewelrytools.com/classes/
mailto:customerservice@jewelrytools.com
http://www.gigmshows.com/
mailto:GIGMshow@gmail.com
http://www.gigmshows.com/
mailto:GIGMshow@gmail.com
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Jan. 30 - Feb. 15 Granada Show Gallery 338 N. Granada at St. Marys Public Minerals, fossils and jewelry 

Jan. 30 - Feb. 15 Granada Ave. Mineral Show 350 N. Granada at St. Marys Public auroraminco@earthlink.net  

Jan. 30 - Feb. 13 Madalithik Show 1735 N. 11th Ave. Public madalithik@yahoo.com  

Jan. 30 - Feb. 15 Miners Co-op Rock Show 6107 N. Travel Center Dr. 
Wholesale and 
Public 

TucsonRockGemMineralShow.com  

Jan. 30 - Feb. 11 Pueblo Gem & Mineral Show Riverpark Inn, 350 S. Freeway Public pueblogemshow.com 

    
 

  info@pueblogemshow.com 

Jan. 30 - Feb. 12 
SRGJ Shows | Silk Road Gem & Jewelry 
Show on Grant 

Grand Luxe Hotel, 1365 W. Grant 
Rd. at I-10 

Public srgjshows.com 

    
 

  SRGJshows@gmail.com 

Jan. 30 - Feb. 15 Tucson Showplace 1530 S. Freeway Ave. Public tucsonshowplace.net  

    
 

  tucsonshowplacellc@yahoo.com  

Jan. 31 - Feb. 15 African Art Village 1134 S. Farmington Rd. Public mackcmc@aol.com 

Jan. 31 - Feb. 14 Arizona Mineral & Fossil Show 475 N. Granada Ave. at St. Marys Public mzexpos.com 

        mzexpos@gmail.com 

Jan. 31 - Feb. 14 Arizona Mineral & Fossil Show Ramada Inn, 665 N. Freeway Ave. Public mzexpos.com 

        mzexpos@gmail.com 

Jan. 31 - Feb. 14 
Arizona Mineral & Fossil Show and 
Marketplace 

1333 N. Oracle Rd. Public mzexpos.com 

        mzexpos@gmail.com 

Jan. 31 - Feb. 16 Executive Inn Mineral & Fossil Shows 333 W. Drachman Public executivehoteltucson.com  

        mineralfossilshow@yahoo.com 

Jan. 31 - Feb. 8 G&LW Holidome Holidome Wholesale only glwshows.com 
    4475 South Country Club Road   info@glwshows.com 
    Tucson, AZ 85714-1943    

Jan. 31 - Feb. 13 G&LW Gem Mall Gem Mall Wholesale only glwshows.com 

    
4475 S. Country Club Rd. at 
Michigan Ave. 

  info@glwshows.com 

Jan. 31 - Feb. 15 GIGM Show 750 W. Starr Pass Blvd. Public gigmshows.com 

  Clarion Inn Gem & Mineral Show     clarionshow@yahoo.com  

Jan. 31 - Feb. 15 JG&M Expo - Michigan St. 
3300 Michigan St. next to 
Holidome 

Wholesale Only jgmexpo.com 

        info@jgmexpo.com 

Jan. 31 - Feb. 15 JG&M Expo - Simpson St. 
601 W. Simpson St. on 
westbound frontage road 

Public jgmexpo.com 

        info@jgmexpo.com 

Jan. 31 - Feb. 15 Kino Gem & Mineral Show Kino Sports Complex Public as-shows.com 

    2500 E. Ajo Way   info@as-shows.com 

Jan. 31 - Feb. 15 Main Ave. Gem Show 1202 N. Main Ave. at Drachman Public mainavegemshow.com 

        info@mainavegemshow.com 

Jan. 31 - Feb. 15 Mineral & Fossil Co-op 1635 N. Oracle Rd. Wholesale  eofish123@gmail.com 

       and Public KVOA.com on dinosaur fossils  

Jan. 31 - Feb. 15 Rapa River Gem & Mineral Show 292 S. Freeway Ave. Public rapariver.com  

        rapagem@yahoo.com 

Jan. 31 - Feb. 15 The Rock Show 
Kino Sports Complex, 2500 E. Ajo 
Way 

Public rockshowtucson@gmail.com 

Feb. 1-14 Fine Minerals International 450 N. Granada at St. Marys Public finemineral.com  

        info@finemineral.com  

Feb. 1-9 To Bead True Blue Doubletree Hotel Public combined with Tucson Bead Show 
    445 S. Alvernon Way    tobeadtrueblue.com  

        beadtrueblue@msn.com  

Feb. 2-7 JCK Tucson JW Starr Pass Marriot Wholesale only jckonline.com  

    3800 W. Starr Pass Blvd.   inquiry@jck.reedexpo.com  

Feb. 3-8 A.G.T.A. GemFair Tucson Convention Center Wholesale only agta.org 

    260 S. Church   shows@agta.org 

Feb. 3-8 GJX Gem & Jewelry Show GJX Pavilion Wholesale only agta.org 

    198 S. Granada Ave. at Congress   info@gjxusa.com 

Feb. 3-8 The Whole Bead Show Viscount Suites Hotel Public wholebead.com  

    4855 E. Broadway Blvd.   info@wholebead.com  

Feb. 4-8 The Best Bead Show 
Kino Veteran's Memorial 
Community Center 

Public bestbeadshow.com  

    2805 E. Ajo Way   Bestbeadshow@yahoo.com  

Feb. 6-8 Tucson Gem & Jam 1102 W. Grant Rd. Public Ticket purchase required 
        gemandjamfestival.com/  

Feb. 6-9 Westward Look Mineral Show Westward Look Resort Public westwardminerals.com  

    245 E. Ina Rd.   dave@finemineralshow.com  

Feb. 12-15 Tucson Gem & Mineral Show Tucson Convention Center Public -  tgms.org 

  (Main Show) 260 S. Church Ave. charge. tgms@tgms.org 

Feb. 13-14 Tucson Botanical Gardens 2150 N. Alvernon Public  tucsonbotanical.org  

  Porter Hall Gallery     info@tucsonbotanical.org  

mailto:auroraminco@earthlink.net
mailto:madalithik@yahoo.com
http://tucsonrockgemmineralshow.com/
http://www.pueblogemshow.com/
mailto:info@pueblogemshow.com
http://srgjshows.com/
mailto:SRGJshows@gmail.com
http://www.tucsonshowplace.net/
mailto:tucsonshowplacellc@yahoo.com
mailto:mackcmc@aol.com
http://www.mzexpos.com/
mailto:mzexpos@gmail.com
http://www.mzexpos.com/
mailto:mzexpos@gmail.com
http://www.mzexpos.com/
mailto:mzexpos@gmail.com
http://executivehoteltucson.com/
mailto:mineralfossilshow@yahoo.com
http://www.glwshows.com/
mailto:info@glwshows.com
http://www.glwshows.com/
mailto:info@glwshows.com
http://www.gigmshows.com/
mailto:clarionshow@yahoo.com
http://tucson.jgmexpo.com/
mailto:info@jgmexpo.com
http://tucson.jgmexpo.com/
mailto:info@jgmexpo.com
http://www.as-shows.com/
mailto:info@as-shows.com
http://mainavegemshow.com/
mailto:info@mainavegemshow.com
mailto:eofish123@gmail.com
http://www.kvoa.com/news/authentic-t-rex-fossils-on-display-in-tucson/
mailto:rapagem@yahoo.com
mailto:rockshowtucson@gmail.com
mailto:rockshowtucson@gmail.com
http://finemineral.com/
mailto:info@finemineral.com
http://www.tobeadtrueblue.com/
mailto:beadtrueblue@msn.com
http://jckonline.com/tucson
mailto:inquiry@jck.reedexpo.com
http://www.agta.org/
mailto:shows@agta.org
http://www.gjxusa.com/
mailto:info@gjxusa.com
http://www.wholebead.com/
mailto:info@wholebead.com
http://www.bestbeadshow.com/
mailto:Bestbeadshow@yahoo.com
http://www.gemandjamfestival.com/
http://www.westwardminerals.com/
mailto:dave@finemineralshow.com
http://www.tgms.org/
mailto:tgms@tgms.org
http://www.tucsonbotanical.org/
mailto:info@tucsonbotanical.org
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I have the pleasure introducing two great heirlooms of Opal Jewellery pieces from Down Under. 
The first one is a Lightning Ridge Gem Crystal Opal Mosaic, it has been made by a German Gentleman by the name of 

Julius Ditz a foremost Opal Artist Carver & Cutter who died in 1947. 
The Theme of the Mosaic is “Play of the Mermaids.” Pease check out the details. The Mosaic is set in 18carat Gold and is 

dressed up with 10 Diamonds and 5 Rubies. (The Chain is not included) 
The size is 2.26” x 1.88” x 0.36”it weighs 37.5 gram or 1.2 troy ounces or 187.5 carat. 

The Investment asked for is $ 12,000, Valuation certificates can be supplied. 

 

 

 

 

 
The Second one is a Pendant/ Broche Mosaic of Lightning Ridge Gem Crystal Opal which displays the American Eagle, also set in 18 carat 

Gold with a nice Diamond and Rubies. It has been produced by the same Artist. And of course we can supply Valuation Certificates. The 
Investment Price for this Unique Jewel Piece is ONLY $7,000 

 

 

 

 

 

Please direct any Interest to:- Peter “The Opal Lover” 
Email: gem@opallover.com, Mobile:61 417555923 

 

Visit Rockaway Opals 
Select Cup Opals 

Australian…Ethiopian…Black…Crystal…Boulder 

Fine Opal Jewelry 
Custom Designed by Artists 

www.rockawayopals.com 

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 
Stan M. McCall 

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist 
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs 

Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing 
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones 

(714) 220-9282 

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630 
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/ 

custom-creative@earthlink.net 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available 

TIKKA OPALS 
E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au 

www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com 
phone: +61-7-55469324 
mobile: +61-417-421205 

Advertise in this Space! 
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month 
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month 

Half Page Size: $20 per month 
Full Page Size: $40 per month 

Contact: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 

E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

mailto:gem@opallover.com
http://www.rockawayopals.com/
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
mailto:custom-creative@earthlink.net
mailto:mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
http://www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com/
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application 

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) 
AMOUNT 
PAID 

DUES: 
SELECT ONE 

RENEWING MEMBERS $30   

NEW MEMBERS $40   

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10   

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE (Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5   

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10   

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:  

 

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to: 

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at 
http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal 
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account 
is membership@opalsociety.org.  

 

NAME 
 

BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX 

CITY STATE 

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) 

PHONE - Home 
( ) 

PHONE - Business 
( ) 

FAX 
( ) 

E-MAIL 

WEBSITE 

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be 
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information 
above, please note that on the application. 

 Address  Phone  E-mail  Website   

Please sign here: ________________________________________ Date _____________ 
 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 
The American Opal Society. 

Copyright 2015. All rights reserved. 
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise 

Reserved. 
Editor-Jim Pisani 

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

Are Your Dues Due Now? 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-
MAIL. There should be a date that shows the current month/year of 
your membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues 
are overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue. 
A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note, 
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not 
received you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership 
thereafter. It is your responsibility to assure your dues are current. 
Thank you, 
The Editor 

NAME  BADGE  ORDER  
FORM: 

PLEASE  PRINT  NAME  AS  
YOU  WISH  IT  TO  APPEAR  
ON  YOUR  BADGE  using  up  
to  two  (2)  lines  of  text  for  
your  name,  nickname,  or  

http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm
mailto:membership@opalsociety.org
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 
P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
 

   

Volume #48 Issue #2 
February 2015 

   

 

Some Topics In This Issue: 
 Calculating the Value of Scrap Gold 

 Trench Art 

 The Red Robin Opal 

 Are There Gold and Opal on Mars? 

 From Rags to Riches - Chapter 42 - 
The Right Choice 

 13
th

 Annual Sinkankas Symposium 
on Opal 

 2015 Tucson Gem and Mineral 
Shows 

 

 

Important Dates: 
 

February 12th 

General Meeting 
Lothar Vallot, Gemology Program 
Facilitator at Santiago Community College 
and proprietor of Otten, Vallot & Co. will 
present a summary of what was good at 
the 2015 Tucson Gem & Mineral Shows. 
 

 

 

 
 

— GENERAL MEETINGS — 

2nd Thurs. of the Month 
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM 
Garden Grove Civic Women’s Club 
9501 Chapman Ave. 
Garden Grove, CA 92841 
(NE corner of Gilbert & Chapman) 
MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 

 
     

     
     

 

The American Opal Society 
http://OpalSociety.org  

Pete Goetz 
Russ Madsen 
Jim Pisani 
Veronica Purpura 
 

President 
Treasurer 
Editor & Webmaster 
Show Chairman 
 

(714) 530-3530 
(562) 884-2254 
(714) 815-4638 
(714) 974-3982 
 

email: mpg1022@aol.com 
email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net  
email: editor@opalsociety.org 
email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com  
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