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Members Only Website Password 
AOS website’s members only: Name: “member“ and Password: 
“opaltime”. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

General Meeting Lecture – Opal Canyon 
Russ Madsen and Jim Pisani will give a presentation of their trip last 
month to Opal Canyon on the Nowak Opal Claim.  They will present 
a slide show of the trip and have opal samples to show from their 
adventure. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Anaheim Arts Council Fundraiser 
 
 
The Arts Council has launched its new fundraiser campaign entitled 
Superhero for the Arts. This will culminate at the Superhero 

Soiree, April 9th, 2015. 
This can potentially raise thousands of dollars for the arts. The 
proceeds are split 50:50 between the participating Organizations 
and the Arts Council. But you should also know that the funds raised 
by the Council  go right out again as scholarships and grants. That 
makes every dollar worthwhile in more ways than you can imagine. 
Here’s how it works: 

1. Find a person, man or woman, to be your Superhero for the Arts. 
Ask them to represent your organization. 

2. Complete the Superhero for the Arts Application and return it to 
Reon Howard c/o Boydstun Realty, 703 N. Anaheim Blvd, Anaheim, 
CA 92805. Or call 714-778-4261. 

3. Sell the ballots for $1.00 each. The superhero whose organization 
sells the most ballots will become the grand Superhero for the Arts. 

4. The ballots have a spot for name, phone number, email. On the last 
line you will print the name of the organization for which the ballot is 
being sold. 

5. Ballots can now be printed online with a huge saving in form-filling 
time. Yes, names and emails can all be pre-printed. 

6. All ballots will be placed into a drawing for several great prizes – to 
be determined by the committee. 

7. The Superhero for the Arts Award will be presented at our Soiree, 
April 9th, 2015. The prizes will also be drawn at this event. 
SUPERHERO APPLICATION FORM 
If you are wondering which heroic character to select visit this site 
where ALL the superheroes and villains are listed, complete with 
images.  
Completed ballots, with the money, must all be returned to Reon 

Howard by Wednesday April 2nd at 3pm. 
Need more ballots? Your best bet is to print them here. 
You may also get further supplies from Reon. 
Who will buy the ballots? Just about anyone if you ask them nicely? 
Family, friends, co-workers, contractors, realtors, business men and 
women. Time to get busy because if we leave it to the last moment 
that time will have run out. 
 
 

 

American Opal Society Calendar 
Date General Meeting Topic / Speaker 

01/08/15 Pamela Strong Book Lecture 

02/12/15 
Lothar Vallot on the 2015 
Tucson Gem Shows 

03/12/15 Russ Madsen & Jim Pisani on Opal Canyon 

04/09/15 Pamela Strong on Opals on Mars 

05/14/15 To be announced 

06/11/15 Live Opal Auction 

07/09/15 To be announced 

08/13/15 Opal Cutting Seminar 

09/10/15 To be announced 
10/08/15 Opal & Gem Show Work Session 
11/07/15 48th Annual Opal, Gem, & Jewelry Show 
11/08/15 48th Annual Opal, Gem, & Jewelry Show 
11/12/15 Opal Show Recap 
12/12/15 AOS Christmas Party Potluck 

http://www.anaheimartscouncil.com/ballot_form.php
http://anaheimartscouncil.com/downloads/superhero_application.pdf
http://www.superherodb.com/characters/
http://www.anaheimartscouncil.com/ballot_form.php


 

The Opal Express The American Opal Society   March 2015  Page 2 

I found this old article on precious blue opal from the 
October 1974 Lapidary Journal Magazine in the AOS 
archives.  I’m curious if they are still mining opals in 
2015. The Editor 

A Recent Discovery of Blue Opal in Western 
Idaho 

By Paul L. Broughton 
201 East Dewdney Avenue, 

Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada 
 
"Of all the precious stones, it is opal that presents the greatest 
difficulties of description, it displaying at once the piercing fire of the 
carbuncles, the purple brilliance of the amethystos, and the sea-
green of smaragdos, the whole Mended together and refulgent with 
brightness that is quite incredible…" 
 -Pliny, Historia Naturalis 
 

These first century words by the great Roman naturalist, Pliny, can 
better describe opal than any modern attempt. Since the time of the 
Romans and before the brilliant fire-like play of colors has enjoyed 
the highest esteem, despite periodic superstitions of "bad luck" 
shadows cast upon it in the last several hundred years. 
When most people read or hear of opal, they immediately conjure an 
image of the remote mines of the Australian outback or the 
mountainous quarries of south-central Mexico. But true precious fire 
opal is also in our own back yard, here in the American west. Until 
the late 1960's, the most productive areas for fire opal were a series 
of mines in the Virgin Valley of northern Nevada. All of the opal in 
this area occurs as opaline silica replacements after wood sections 
and tree limbs. Unfortunately, this type of petrified wood opal from 
Nevada tends to crack, dull and deteriorate with age, making 
fantastic specimens, out poor finished gems. 
Digging for opal in Idaho also has been continuing since the 
beginning of the century and actually dates back to the 1890's. 
Some of these strikes have been worked commercially with varying, 
but usually poor, success. The classic area for this was the very 
western part of the state, along the state line with Oregon. 
At the surface the opal is found in a weathered volcanic rock, a 
rhyolite which tends to disintegrate and make it easier to extract the 
opal. Deeper down where fresher material is exposed, the opal is 
virtually impossible to remove on an economic basis. 
The first of the Idaho opal rushes was in 1890 near Moscow, when 
several water well diggers discovered a large vein of the precious 
material. Its quality was said to rival that of the renown classic 
European material. Within months after initial discovery a small 
boom town grew nearby, now vanished, but appropriately named 
Gem City. The deposits were worked intensively over the next three 
years, but the hard rhyolite was rather discouraging, and mining 
attempts virtually ceased by 1904. Some gem seekers nowadays 
still find small amounts of opal in the waste piles. The original mine 

sites, though, have returned to their natural state, and are 
consequently very difficult to locate. 
In 1893 Idaho's Squaw Creek area of Owyhee County was found to 
be a lucrative area. About eight miles south west of Nampa is a 
small sagebrush covered hill capped by opal bearing basalt and 
rhyolite. It is at an elevation of 3500 feet and just below the junction 
of Squaw Creek and Little Squaw Creek, about three miles from the 
Snake River. Open cut workings including a forty foot shaft are 
found in the area. Several operating claims are still in the area. 
Since the 1960's most of the attraction to Idaho opal has centered in 
the eastern part of the state near Spencer. 
The two mines, the Spencer and the Jeppesen- Wilson, are located 
on a ridge top about five miles east of the small town. The prolific 
precious opal mining here occurs as thin seams in the hard rhyolite 
matrix. Thousands of opal collectors have since tried their luck in 
these claims, usually with satisfying results. 
In the last year the attention of opal hunters has been focusing again 
towards the western part of the state because of the recent opening 
of the Tepe Mine near Marsing, Idaho. The main attraction of the 
mine is the blue-base fire opal, true fire opal with red and green 
broad flashes arising from the depths of milky translucent sky blue 
background. It is not the creamy white one normally associates with 
rhyolite generated opal matrix. 
The opal claim, dubbed the Tepe Mine, is actually an old mercury 
mine and associated claims. The present owners bought into the old 

 

Specimens of precious blue opal, pieces with broad flashes of red. 

 

Various agates cut from material available at this locality. 

 

Collectors on the floor of the Tepe Mine, digging for blue opal 
seams 
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cinnabar claims for the agate and the opal deposits on the property. 
The actual commercial mercury mining operation ceased in 1970 
with the serious drop in the world price for this metal. The mercury 
ore mill, actually a giant retort, as well as the open pit and  
underground workings are readily visible. The cinnabar is in a white, 
glassy opalite matrix, which, for the most part, was near the surface 
and has now been mined out. 
However, geological reports indicate an additional ore body some 
forty to fifty feet down. Perhaps a dozen open pits, as much as 
twenty feet deep and forty feet across, were excavated for the 
mercury into decomposed, clayey rhyolite and opalite. A few 
horizontal exploratory shafts also penetrate twenty to thirty feet into 

an adjacent cliff face. The owners bought the mercury claim and 
opened it to gem seekers in the spring of 1973. This is a new locality 
for precious opal, and indications are that it’s going to be a hot one! 
The blue opal occurs as randomly oriented veins and seams and as 
nodular pods in the decomposed rhyolite, as well as pieces in the 
overburden. The opal veins are an eighth to two to three inches 
thick, and some of the pods are as much as a foot across, but 
usually around fist sized. The best opal seams are being excavated 
in the floor of the mine, a bulldozed open pit about two hundred feet 
wide and six hundred feet long. The matrix in the mine is readily 
worked with a short pick or shovel, though a mattock is perhaps the 
best tool for the decomposed clayey rhyolite. The matrix at the 
southern end of .the mine is very soft, creamy white in color, and 
easily worked with a shovel. As one works northward along the mine 
floor, the rhyolite becomes harder as well as more gray in color. At 
the north end, it is relatively tough, though still decomposed to a 
degree and like working in a good shale. A pick and short bar are 
recommended at this end. One of the mine owners is usually 
present at the mine site at all times, and when needed, he 
periodically makes a sweep with the bulldozer to uncover new opal 
veins, ready to be worked. Often, he will mark the places uncovered 
with a three stone pile to indicate to the digger the uncovered seam 
area.  
Most of the opal worked occurs as remnant resistant seams within 
the decomposed clayey rhyolite. The nodular pods are prized 
strikes; usually a quarter to two pounds of opal can be recovered, 
but sometimes as much as ten pounds. The pods, however, may be 
heavily fractured and crumble into a multitude of fragments. The 
seams are very discontinuous, and easily pinch out in all directions, 
but can usually be followed to depth. About ninety per cent of the 
opal is a beautiful translucent sky blue color, the remainder being 
periodic finds of amber brown and light green background colors. 
The play of colors is invariably red and green pin-fire to broad 
flashes. Between five and ten per cent of the blue opal recovered 
has sufficient fire to be considered as gem material for cutting stock. 
The opal fractures easily upon cutting, but this is best remedied by 
soaking the pieces in water for four to six months prior to cutting. 
This usually proves to be satisfactory and results in beautiful stable 
finished gems.  

 

A freshly dug nodule of marcasite plum agate. 

 

Examining pieces of dark brown-black petrified wood from one of 
the trenches adjacent to the opal mine. 

 

Digging a trench in the floor of the mine in attempt to trace a blue 
opal seam. 
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Although opal is the main attraction to the gem hunter, other gem 
materials may also be collected. Silicified wood, jasper and agate of 
several types are found at several localities over this six hundred 
acre mining claim. At the bottom of one of the trenches on the west 
side of the mine pit are several half uncovered petrified wood log 
sections. The wood is highly agatized and recoverable in pieces 
from fist sized to as much as four hundred pounds. It is a dominant 
black to dark brown color with creamy brown, red and yellow colored  
streaks. See the accompanying map for more exacting location 
details. 
At the north end of the mine excavation, on a small hill rise, is an 
excellent deposit of red and brown brecciated and swirl jasper with 
cinnabar stains. The best place for recovering the jasper is between 
the opal mine and the old cinnabar excavation (see map). Blocks of 
fine quality jasper can be obtained two feet across or more. 
The important agate digs lie to the south, southeast and southwest 

of the opal mine (see map). The first of these is an intriguing agate 
called marcasite plume, which appears to be a creamy white nodular 
chalcedony with marcasite dendrites. It is found in a particular 
horizon some three feet below the surface as nodules upwards of a 
foot across. They are easily dug up with a pick and shovel. The 
pattern is of two parallel bands of dendritic brassy yellow to black 
marcasite averaging under two inches thick. This dig is 0.2 mile 
south of the mill on the road (jeep trail) towards the butte 
overlooking the mine. Several trenches immediately adjacent to the 
road are obvious. 

The top of this butte, about a mile from the mine, is an excellent 
Sagenite agate locality. A half ton or four-wheel drive vehicle is 
recommended for the drive to the top. Once on top, after an 
approach up the north side of the ridge and over the saddle, the 
road forks. Take the right fork to a turn around dead-end against the 
far cliff-side. A climb down of about thirty feet to a forty foot long, ten 
foot wide, ledge ensues. Now the real work begins, for this is hard 
rock mining with full use of sledges and bars, but the prize is 
sagenite! 
 On the opposite side of the valley from the sagenite locality butte, 
southeast of the mine, is another steep hillslope noted for its polka-
dot jasper digging. Though I have not personally been to the site, J 
understand that its likewise a hard rock operation (see map). 
The daily digging fee at this locality is $10.00 per person, which 
allows you five pounds of opal or fifty pounds of jasper and agate. In 
excess of that amount, a charge of one dollar per pound for the opal 
is made. For the agate collected the charge is fifteen cents per 
pound over the fifty. Prior to collecting at the mine, 
you must first stop in at the Tepe Rock Shop in Marsing, some ten 
miles to the east. The shop is on Idaho Route 55 on the western 
outskirts of the small town of Marsing, which is about a half hour 
drive from Boise, Idaho. The collecting fee is to be paid at the rock 
shop. While doing this be sure to look over the collection of cut and 
uncut gem material from the mine. A detailed map, similar to the one 
accompanying this article, will be given to you for direction to the 
mine. Give it a try, and someday I may see you digging the fabulous 
blue fire opal of western Idaho. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Dealing with Mineral Dealers 
By John H. Betts 

 
During the New York Gem & Mineral Show I was reminded of the 
valuable advice offered in a club newsletter to collectors.  The 
author compiled advice from experienced collectors and dealers. 
Following is a summary of the most important advice to collectors:  

 Define the limits of your collection and budget in advance.  

 Buy the best specimen you can afford. Buy quality first. Accept 

no damaged specimens.  

 Recognize the value of location and the relative rarity of a 

mineral occurrence at a given location.  

 Find a dealer that you can trust and build a long term 

relationship.  

 Engage the dealer; ask his guidance, find out what he thinks is 

a good offering. Tell him what you are looking for and ask the 

dealer what is new and noteworthy.  

 Don’t pass up a special mineral specimen thinking that you can 

buy it later of find another like it for less.  

There was an aspect of mineral collecting that was not thoroughly 
addressed - bargaining. I was shocked to see a dealer at the New 
York show continually insult customers after they inquired about 
possible discounts. He feigned surprise then proceeded to lash into 
the customer about whether they give discounts when they do their 
job. Not surprisingly this dealer did not do much business at the 
show.  
Whether the dealer accepts it or not, haggling over price is a part of 
mineral collecting. The only way to avoid haggling is to dig your own, 
even then you will end bargaining over a swap with another 
collector. The reason haggling is a fundamental part of collecting is 
because mineral prices are very subjective.  
When a dealer gets a new batch of minerals the first step is to price 
them. The dealer takes into account the price paid, rarity, size, 
condition, aesthetics as well as marketing considerations like recent 
publicity of the occurrence, whether he has a customer that  

 

Close-up of the marcasite plume agate, about two inches across in 
the photograph. 

 

Sagenite agate from the butte adjacent to the opal mine. 
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specializes in the mineral, what price will the local market bear, and 
how long the mineral has been on the market. Based on these and 
many more factors the dealer sets a price using his experience and 
knowledge. But if it is late in the day or the last of 50 pieces just like 
it, the price may be low. Or if it came in a batch of top quality 
specimens, the price may be high. The problem is that there is no 
"standard" price and no open market like there is for gold.  
So as collectors we use this subjective aspect and question the 
conviction the dealer has in his price. That is the foundation of 
haggling. No dealer will be insulted (except this guy at the New York 
show). If the dealer is firm on the price he may explain, as I often do, 
that the price is fair and that they should look at other dealers first, 
then return and evaluate the mineral.  Most often though the price is 
not fixed. The dealer will indicate flexibility. Now you are on your 
way. It is up to you to do the rest.  
No matter what you are bargaining for, minerals or antiques or 
houses, there are a few techniques that are tried and true. The most 
important is to get the dealer to like you first. Compliment his display 
or a particular specimen, speak pleasantly and be cheerful. This is a 
proven way to get better prices and much more effective than 
playing a jaded, skeptical collector playing "hard ball".  
Some dealers make you work for a discount. They are willing to 
negotiate prices but you have to give them reasons why you think 
the price should be adjusted. You must do this in a nice way without 
being insulting. Comparing to other dealers or a recent glut of 
specimens on the market might work. But you must have some 
knowledge of the mineral marketplace for this to be successful.  

Finally, there is the 
obvious advantage in 
buying several specimens 
at once. Most dealers will 
be very flexible with 
prices when you have 
three or more pieces set 
aside and express serious 
interest in buying all of 
them. From the dealers 
perspective, he is excited 
to meet a collector that is 
ready to buy and willing to 
buy more than one. That 
motivates the dealer to 
want to build a 
relationship with the 
collector and one way to 
do that is to negotiate a 
lower price. (From a 
business point of view, it 
is a dead end for the 
dealer to become known 
for bargains though. It is 
far more important to be 
known for quality.)  
I hope this is helpful to 
collectors that frequent 
shows. Remember, if a 
dealer is too rude to 
speak respectfully to you, 
move on. There are many 
more dealers that 
welcome a new customer 
and are willing to work 
with you to make 
collecting an enjoyable 
experience.  
From 
http://www.johnbetts-
fineminerals.com/jhbnyc/a

rticles/dealing.htm 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The following are the final chapters of the Book From 
Rags to Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters 
were published in the Opal Express from April 2011 
through Nov. 2013.  The Editor 
 

From Rags to Riches 
Chapter 43 - The Hunts Begins 
 
For a Tuesday morning I am feeling great, the reason for it is I am 
going to see Doug McCallum and have a meeting with him to 
discuss my future activity in the Shop. I did not waste any time in 
getting ready to get to the shop and see him. 
I am very pleased that I did not get any repercussion from Chris; I 
did not think she would object, as she has all the confidence in my 
decisions and judgments. 
As soon as I was dressed and had my breakfast I said good bye to 
everyone and headed for the shop. Hilda was there waiting for me, I 
told her what my intentions are and she was not to please about it 
she explained that she liked working with me, I did explain that I am 
not vanishing totally, I just have to have my time put in perspective 
so I can follow what I am really came to the field s for. She did 
understand and is giving me all her support. 

 

The Tepe Mine Map 

http://www.johnbetts-fineminerals.com/jhbnyc/articles/dealing.htm
http://www.johnbetts-fineminerals.com/jhbnyc/articles/dealing.htm
http://www.johnbetts-fineminerals.com/jhbnyc/articles/dealing.htm


 

The Opal Express The American Opal Society   March 2015  Page 6 

I went to see Doug and asked him if we can have a meeting as I 
have something very pressing I have to discuss with him as soon as 
possible. 
He said let’s go to my office right now have a cup of coffee and tell 
me what the problem is if it is any, I assured him it is not a problem. 
He brought a couple coffees and I sat opposite him and I told him 
exactly what my plans, dreams and desires are and to full fill them I 
have to make certain adjustments in my lifestyle. 
Doug was listening without any interruption and said to me, there is 
no problem with what I asked and he told me that he will not have 
me working out hours as he knows that if I am needed I will be 
there, and he prefer to settle on a fixed weekly amount instead of an 
hourly rate. He said,’ I am taking away from your pay $ 50.00 you 
still can get your meat, But you must be available whenever the 
need arises. There is several functions throughout the year and we 
need to prepare the food in your case we need extra meat and 
sausages. 
I promised him this will not be any problem whatsoever and I am 
making sure that Hilda is fully conversant with the shop procedure 
and I even show her how to cut some of the easy meat cuts, any 
problems in the shop Doug I want you to tell me immediately and I 
will be back full time.’ He was pleased with everything and I told him 
‘I would like this arrangement to take effect as of next Monday.’ 
He accepted and we then finished our coffee and we talked about 
mining, he told me he had a partnership going with someone at 
German Gully, I asked him how is it going, he told me they working 
mainly open cuts, and they see some returns but not as much as he 
was hoping. 
Hang in there I told him, like an old pro. He replied that he has no 
intention of pulling the pin; He goes mainly Saturday Avro or Sunday 
and works a little. 
Great, I said I better get back and get Hilda organized and teach her 
a few things, Doug nodded and said well good luck, and thanks 
being so honest with me. I nodded and went into the shop. I told 
Hilda she is going to have a crash course in preparing certain meat 
cuts etc. 
She was OK with that and so I started showing her how and where 
and what to cut for Steaks, Chops, Schnitzels, Roasts, I also taught 
her the various cuts from the Beef, the Lamb, and the Pork, She 
made notes etc. I said to her tomorrow I will test you what you 
retained only theory, then I will get you to perform various cuts and 
the next day I will test you on that subject. She was quite excited 
and eager to learn. 
The time was finally here to close up, I checked the till and grabbed 
my meat and told Hilda when she is finish to lock up, and take the 
Key with her, and she looked at me with big eyes as I never offered 
her to take the Key home. 
I have to do some security and honesty tests before I can hand over 
and this will happen this week and no one will know about it except 
me. 
Well I drove to the claim and there was Rob and Trevor there with 
their Backhoe and pulling away the mullock from the shaft entrance, 
they did a bloody fantastic job, it looked like a Parking bay about 6 
feet from the shaft, in between the guy wires of the winch. This way 
we gained about 30to 40 feet of lightning cable and air hoses. 
Trevor sho uted ‘look here comes the white collar worker,’ I smiled, 
not for long and I ripped of my trousers and shirt and put on my 
shorts and a t-shirt a pair of socks and my work boots and I was 
ready for action. I asked Johnny, how much got done, Johnny 
replied ‘not a great deal, I was just starting when Trevor and Rob 
appeared with the Backhoe, I had to pull up the hoses and cable, did 
you notice the winch guys are in a different position, we had to move 
them as they were right in the path of the proposed parking area.’ I 
agreed’ yes I did notice the wires in a different position well that 
explains it; the main thing is it works, and it looks as if it does. 
Rob just scraped with the bucket the last bit ground to make it nice 
and smooth for our Ute to park there. Excellent job I commented ’I 
see you guys at home and let me know what I owe you.’ They 

nodded and waved good bye and drove off with the Backhoe. I said 
to Johnny,’ you better get the Ute organized and let’s start. 
Johnny moved the Ute, and I started my descend down the shaft, 
the lower you get you experience a different smell of the earth, 
which was not unpleasant and when you look at structure of the 
ground, here we are working in 36 feet deep ground, and all the 
different layers from your sandy soils, to gypsum, clay, sandstone, 
rock band, and of course the Opal level. What is fascinating is the 
shimmer and shine of the gypsum it looks like a piece of milky glass, 
but as soon as you put a pick into it becomes powder, gypsum is 
used for many building material applications, like they make 
plasterboard from it, Gypsum is very strong and I always feel safe 
when I am driving a tunnel and I have gypsum above me. 
Johnny let the cable and the lights down followed by the air hoses 
and the jack hammers. I grabbed the hammers and connected them 
to the air hoses; the next thing I could hear was the compressor, 
much louder this time as it is much closer to the shaft. 
I said how about if I start to drive the other tunnel which you marked 
90 degrees from this one on the right side, and you continue to drop 
the level this way we cover more ground and we both do something 
constructive instead of me watching you dropping the level.’ Johnny 
agreed and started taking the sides out which he has not done yet, 
so there will be more dirt before the level can be dropped, I went to 
the end of Johnny’s drive and started to gauging a new drive. The 
Jack hammers belted away in rhythmic staccato and the 20 inch 
spade blade dug into the clayey dirt, I could feel the vibration of the 
jack hammer going through my body, and with every gauge it 
became heavier and heavier, once I had enough dirt on the bottom I 
shoveled it in to the tunnel opposite me, which was one we did work 
in some time ago and did not produce anything and we broke 
through. 
Johnny successfully gauged out both sides so we got the mushroom 
look again, and he is shoveling the dirt into the buckets. 
He came over to me and shouted in my ear, ‘I am going up and 
crank up the winch, to pull some dirt,’ I replied, ‘ok bring down the 
large tarp so we can drop the level into it.’ He nodded and went. I 
kept going, and slowly I formed a tunnel where the Level is in eye 
height, and about the width of the bucket and one leg. I can taste the 
smell of the fresh uncovered dirt, and the coolness of the new 
exposed tunnel walls. 
As the evening progresses the Jack hammer became heavier and 
heavier particular when you work with it just below eye level. 
Johnny did not call me to help with the buckets and winch, so I kept 
working away in clearing another lot of dirt. Johnny came and 
spread the blanket on the floor below the level he is going to drop. I 
was still back filling the tunnel, when I finished I said to him’ I am 
holding the light for you, while you pick away.’ 
I embedded the Chisels from both Jack hammers in the wall at the 
bottom of the tunnel I started. The only sound you could hear was 
the faint noise of the compressor up the top, and the gentle hissing 
sound of air from the release valves of the Jack hammers. 
I grabbed one of the light fittings of the wall and went behind Johnny 
who was starting to swing the pick and drive it in just above the opal 
level and then leverage it down to break of a bit. Since the level is 
full of stones and sand, it crumbled quite easily, and Johnny was 
catching most of it to inspect to see if there are any kind of indication 
of Opal, unfortunately not a thing, he kept picking away and picking 
away, but to no avail, not the slightest sign of any potch or other 
indication of opal deposits. 
We just about covered all 8 feet of tunnel and there was nothing. We 
both felt cheated, as we were under the impression and according to 
the run of the material we found it would go on and become bigger. 
The air was getting quite stale and we were very hot particular with 
both lights which were radiating some heat. 
I said to Johnny, ‘I was so sure we hit a pocket or something, 
Johnny replied ‘so did I, ’Well lets continue the hunt, I said, and we 
kept right to the end. And just before the entrance I created there 
was suddenly a very dark band of rustic color, which exposed some 
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small traces of nice colored material, Johnny switched to the Screw 
driver and started digging with it and he pulled out a few small 
pieces the size of my index fingernail. ‘That’s more like it’ I crooned, 
‘Yes that’s it we back on track Johnny replied, come to papa.’ The 
way the traces were going was towards the tunnel on the right side, 
so if I would have made the mushroom gauge and taken the sides 
out I most likely would have come across them, if I would have been 
watching .Just as we are at the entrance Johnny suddenly hit a rock 
which is embedded in the level, we cleaned up around it and it was 
the a large boulder, and that scared the living daylight out of me. 
Having had a couple collapses, after taking out boulders from the 
ceiling I am not inclined to have a repetition. 
I said to Johnny ‘Time Out’ let’s have a conference about this. 
We sat ourselves on some buckets and had a swig of the dirty water 
bag, and I said ‘Is it a boulder or a piece of sandstone, if it is a sand 
stone we can try to break it with the jack hammer and see if there is 
anything in there. If it is a boulder then we have to take it out and 
split it after, but how do we know how big the bloody thing is, and 
how do we know if the lot does not come down again.’ Well we have 
a few options Johnny replied, if it is a Sandstone we can break it up 
where it is without any danger, if it is a boulder, we can try to drill a 
hole diagonal above the boulder and insert I quarter stick of gelignite 
jus to drop the boulder while were are out of the shaft. And that way 
if it collapses we can see how much came down, I don’t think it will 
be much as we have only couple narrow tunnels not wider than the 
bucket, so it really cannot do much damage, all we have to do is 
clear the bloody thing out and see what’s left.’ 
I commented, well that does make sense and I only started the 
tunnel so there is nothing which can come down or collapse.’ 
Johnny asked me’ you tell me what shall we do’ I told him let’s check 
what it is first, Boulder or Sandstone.’ I grabbed the Jack Hammer 
and changed the chisel to a spike and started at the middle of the 
Stone, the spike just bounced off it, and made very little damage,’ I 
said ‘it is a bloody boulder, Shit’. 
Well now it comes down to the decision making, I said,’ The way we 
do this is by secret ballot, go up the top and bring down a stick if 
geli, also the note pad and a pen from the glove box,’ Bloody hell we 
have a politician in our midst, Johnny chuckled.’ Just laugh, you will 
see.’ I replied. 
Johnny came back with everything and I said, ‘ You write either yes 
or no, Yes is for blasting, No is for we leave it there and continue 
after the boulder, and I do the same so we don’t influence each 
other’s decision. Ok’ Sounds fair enough Johnny replied and 
grabbed a piece of paper and the Pen, he wrote down and folded 
the paper and he handed me the pen, I wrote down my answer and 
then I said, Well lets reveal. Johnny had a Yes, and I had a Yes, 
Just shows you we have the same Idea, let’s get on with it I said. 
Johnny Prepared a ¼ Stick of Gel with a 5 minute fuse, I got the 
Auger and changed the Jack Hammer Head, and started drilling, on 
a 90 degree angle In the hope the boulder is not too deep so the 
hole will go above it. I could feel the auger bit scraping on the 
boulder but it made it in all right. I drilled about 12 inches which 
should be deep enough; in the hope it will drop the boulder. 
Johnny handed me the charge with the fuse and detonator and I fed 
it in to the hole and tried to fill it with clay, I give it a little ram, and 
then we moved everything back to the main entrance. Johnny told 
me to climb out and he will follow when he lit the fuse. I was nearly 
up when Johnny came after me and we both scampered out of the 
shaft. I went to the compressor quickly and turned it off so we could 
hear the blast, as it would not be that loud with this small charge. 
We were standing and waiting and it seems to be forever. 
Finally we heard a very dull thud, we waited for a while and Johnny 
said, I wonder what damage we did this time. 
Well let’s got and find out, it was already dark and I went to start up 
the compressor again, we just could see the light coming up the 
shaft. I went in first and there was still this pungent Sulphur smell, 
not as strong but noticeable. I got down and Johnny followed. 

I grabbed the first light and went around the corner to where the 
drive was we were working in. 
Johnny followed with the second light board and secured on the wall 
and I still had mine in the hand and shone the light to the drive were 
the boulder was, I say it again, ‘was ’The boulder was on the ground 
with a little bit of dirt from the ceiling and it was in one piece but it 
was not small. We both cooed and started jumping with joy, as the 
ceiling took the punishment without any ramification. 
It would have to be about 3 feet long by 18 inches wide and about 
10 inches thick. We cleaned up us much as we could and then 
inspected the boulder, there was not a seam or indication of a vein, 
but when we turned the boulder over on the other side there were 
some traces of potch and colour. I said to Johnny let’s get rid of it 
first so we can move He nodded and we moved the boulder towards 
the shaft. After that we cleaned up the rest of the dirt and inspected 
the ceiling, the boulder was lodged just below the gypsum band on 
one side and imbedded in the Opal level on the other side and that 
is where the potch and colour came from. 
We I got the light and inspected the level and yes there were our 
traces again, running parallel to the drive I started we just pocked 
around a little and they were still there not much colour and not to 
big but definitely an indication that we are on the right track. When 
we finished cleaning up this traces, I said to Johnny,’ Well this is 
something for you to continue tomorrow with the drive, You just 
continue in the same direction as the level runs right across and I 
am sure you should be picking up more traces., and when I get 
there we drop the level carefully and hope and pray for good tidings. 
My Friend I am stuffed let’s go home, it must be at least 10 o’clock. 
I have to get a clock from co-op and bring here so we know the time. 
We did not pull everything up, we actually dropped the air hoses and 
the cable down the shaft and tomorrow all what has to be done just 
start the winch and got down and tie the hoses and the cable on the 
hook and winch it up and connect it to the compressor, much easier 
and we went home.  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

March 2015 Gem & Mineral Shows 
Shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-
dates-display/?ShowState=ALL 

13-15—PLEASANTON, CA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, 
Alameda County Fairgrounds; 4501 Pleasanton Ave; Fri. Noon-6pm, Sat. 
10am-6pm, Sun. 10am-5pm; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: 
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com 
13-15—VICTORVILLE, CA: 39th annual ; Victor Valley Gem & Mineral Club, 
Stoddard Wells Tailgate; I-15 Exit 157, Stoddard Wells Rd., 11 miles NE of I-
15; Daily 8-5; free admission; outdoor event, Saturday field trip for tri-colored 
marble, silent auctions Saturday and Sunday, more than 50 dealers, rough, 
slabs, cabs, handcrafted jewelry, minerals, fossils; contact Brett Ward, 15555 
Main St., #D4, PMB 214, Hesperia, CA 92345, (760) 954-4323; e-mail: 
bretts88@verizon.net; Web site: vvgmc.org 
14-15—SAN MARINO, CA: Annual show; Pasadena Lapidary Society, San 
Marino Masonic Center; 3130 Huntington Dr.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free 
admission; member displays, demonstrations, jewelry making, carving, 
dealers, minerals, rough material, jewelry, gems, collectibles; contact Marcia  
14-15—TURLOCK, CA: Annual show; Mother Lode Mineral Rock & Gem 
Show, Stanislaus Fairgrounds; 900 N. Broadway; Sat. 10 am-5 pm, Sun. 10 
am-5 pm; contact Bud & Terry McMillin, CA, (209) 524-3494; e-mail: 
bud.mcmillin.b7yj@statefarm.com; Web site: www.turlockgemshow.com 
21-22—LEMOORE, CA: Annual show; Lemoore Gem & Mineral Club, Trinity 
Hall; 470 Champion St.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; free admission; contact Keith 
Olivas, PO Box 455, Lemoore, CA 93245, (559) 622-9440; e-mail: 
georgersilva@sbcglobal.net 
28-29—ANGELS CAMP, CA: Annual show; Calaveras Gem and Mineral 
Society, Calaveras County Fairgrounds; 101 Frogtown Rd; Sat. 10 am-5 pm, 
Sun. 10 am-4 pm; or contact Robin Williams 209-728-8277 or e-mail 
amy95247@yahoo.com. Web site: calaverasgemandmineral.org 
28-29—TORRANCE, CA: Annual show; South Bay Lapidary & Mineral 
Society, Ken Miller Recreation Center; 3341 Torrance Blvd. (enter on 
Madrona Avenue); Sat. 10am-5pm, Sun. 10am-4pm; Admission is FREE; 
Contact Richard at (310) 291-9855 if you have a question. Hope to see you 
there!; contact Kathy Polliard, (310) 533-4931; e-mail: kjpolliard@yahoo.com 

http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
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I have the pleasure introducing two great heirlooms of Opal Jewellery pieces from Down Under. 
The first one is a Lightning Ridge Gem Crystal Opal Mosaic, it has been made by a German Gentleman by the name of 

Julius Ditz a foremost Opal Artist Carver & Cutter who died in 1947. 
The Theme of the Mosaic is “Play of the Mermaids.” Pease check out the details. The Mosaic is set in 18carat Gold and is 

dressed up with 10 Diamonds and 5 Rubies. (The Chain is not included) 
The size is 2.26” x 1.88” x 0.36”it weighs 37.5 gram or 1.2 troy ounces or 187.5 carat. 

The Investment asked for is $ 12,000, Valuation certificates can be supplied. 

 

 

 

 

 
The Second one is a Pendant/ Broche Mosaic of Lightning Ridge Gem Crystal Opal which displays the American Eagle, also set in 18 carat 

Gold with a nice Diamond and Rubies. It has been produced by the same Artist. And of course we can supply Valuation Certificates. The 
Investment Price for this Unique Jewel Piece is ONLY $7,000 

 

 

 

 

 

Please direct any Interest to:- Peter “The Opal Lover” 
Email: gem@opallover.com, Mobile:61 417555923 

Visit Rockaway Opals 
Select Cup Opals 

Australian…Ethiopian…Black…Crystal…Boulder 

Fine Opal Jewelry 
Custom Designed by Artists 

www.rockawayopals.com 

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 
Stan M. McCall 

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist 
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs 

Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing 
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones 

(714) 220-9282 

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630 
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/ 

custom-creative@earthlink.net 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available 

TIKKA OPALS 
E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au 

www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com 
phone: +61-7-55469324 
mobile: +61-417-421205 

Advertise in this Space! 
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month 
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month 

Half Page Size: $20 per month 
Full Page Size: $40 per month 

Contact: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 

E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

mailto:gem@opallover.com
http://www.rockawayopals.com/
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
mailto:custom-creative@earthlink.net
mailto:mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
http://www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com/
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application 

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) 
AMOUNT 
PAID 

DUES: 
SELECT ONE 

RENEWING MEMBERS $30   

NEW MEMBERS $40   

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10   

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE (Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5   

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10   

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:  

 

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to: 

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at 
http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal 
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account 
is membership@opalsociety.org.  

 

NAME 
 

BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX 

CITY STATE 

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) 

PHONE - Home 
( ) 

PHONE - Business 
( ) 

FAX 
( ) 

E-MAIL 

WEBSITE 

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be 
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information 
above, please note that on the application. 

 Address  Phone  E-mail  Website   

Please sign here: ________________________________________ Date _____________ 
 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 
The American Opal Society. 

Copyright 2015. All rights reserved. 
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise 

Reserved. 
Editor-Jim Pisani 

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

Are Your Dues Due Now? 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-
MAIL. There should be a date that shows the current month/year of 
your membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues 
are overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue. 
A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note, 
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not 
received you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership 
thereafter. It is your responsibility to assure your dues are current. 
Thank you, 
The Editor 

NAME  BADGE  ORDER  
FORM: 

PLEASE  PRINT  NAME  AS  
YOU  WISH  IT  TO  APPEAR  
ON  YOUR  BADGE  using  up  
to  two  (2)  lines  of  text  for  
your  name,  nickname,  or  

http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm
mailto:membership@opalsociety.org
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 
P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
 

   

Volume #48 Issue #3 
March 2015 

   

 

Some Topics In This Issue: 
 Anaheim Arts Council Fundraiser 

 A Recent Discovery of Blue Opal in 
Western Idaho 

 From Rags to Riches - Chapter 43 - 
The Hunts Begins 
 

 

Important Dates: 
 
 

March 12th 

General Meeting 
Russ Madsen and Jim Pisani will give a 
presentation of their trip last month to Opal 
Canyon on the Nowak Opal Claim.  They will 
present a slide show of the trip and have opal 
samples to show from their adventure. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

— GENERAL MEETINGS — 
2nd Thurs. of the Month 
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM 
Garden Grove Civic Women’s Club 
9501 Chapman Ave. 
Garden Grove, CA 92841 
(NE corner of Gilbert & Chapman) 
MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 
 
     

     
     

 

The American Opal Society 
http://OpalSociety.org  

Pete Goetz 
Russ Madsen 
Jim Pisani 
Veronica Purpura 
 

President 
Treasurer 
Editor & Webmaster 
Show Chairman 
 

(714) 530-3530 
(562) 884-2254 
(714) 815-4638 
(714) 974-3982 
 

email: mpg1022@aol.com 
email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net  
email: editor@opalsociety.org 
email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com  
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