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May Meeting Agenda – Opal Cutting Seminar 
This month we will be having an Opal Cutting Seminar.  We will 

have at least two Diamond Pacific Pixie lapidary sets available.  
Also, the Opal Society’s experienced cutters will be there to 
demonstrate and help.  Bring in your rough opal to cut.  The AOS 
will also provide rough.  This is a fun and educational event. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Make Your Own Opals  
 

Australian Inventor Reveals Secret to Creating Genuine 
Opals at Home  
 
ADELAIDE, South Australia, March 24, 2015 /PRNewswire 

After 10 years of painstaking research and deduction, South 
Australian inventor Richard Shepherd has published The Birth of 
Opal, showing how the natural process can be recreated to form 
synthetic opals with all the characteristics of genuine opals.  
The opal is Australia's national gemstone, and approximately 95-
97% of the world's opals originate from Australia, with 80% of these 
coming from South Australia.  
Mr Shepherd has recorded his discoveries in his book The Birth of 
Opal, the most comprehensive study of the process of natural opal 
genesis and the only book in the English speaking world to 
investigate the science of opal formation both in nature and in the 
lab.  
He is due to release a DVD entitled Simple Guide to Opal Formation 
which will reveal his unique method of creating genuine opals, 
including a step-by-step guide to making opals at home.  
The book investigates the secrets of sedimentary opal formation and 
describes the definitive opal environment, explaining the 
geographical, geological and geochemical factors that are essential 
for the chemical reactions which form an opal.  
Mr. Shepherd's research casts new light on many of the myths and 
theories about how opals are formed, including the controversial 
theories of fellow Australian and self-taught geologist Len Cram, a 

creationist who 
claims his method 
of opal formation 
disproves the 
evolutionary theory 
that the opals 
unearthed today 
took around five 
million years to 
form.  
The Birth of Opal 
also reveals for the 
first time the 
legendary secret 
electrolyte used by 
Len Cram to form 
opals.  
Mr Shepherd says 
he first became 
passionate about 
the origins of opals 
when he was a 
teenager at school 
and the teacher's 
explanation of how 
they were formed 
did not make sense.  
"It was from this moment that I decided to do my own research and 
discover the real truth about opal origins," Mr Shepherd said.  
"My research continued on and off all these years, culminating in 
this book."  
Having fulfilled his quest about the origin of opals, Mr Shepherd is 
now determined to use his knowledge to protect and preserve the 
environment, by producing Green technology so he can help reduce 
global warming.  
The Birth of Opal is available for purchase at Amazon. More details 
are available at: http://www.createspace.com/4399731.  
Your support would be very much appreciated. 
This press release was issued through 24-7PressRelease.com. For 
further information, visit http://www.24-7pressrelease.com. 
SOURCE Richard Shepherd 
 
From http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/make-your-own-
opals-300054884.html 
 

http://www.createspace.com/4399731
http://www.24-7pressrelease.com/
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/make-your-own-opals-300054884.html
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/make-your-own-opals-300054884.html
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Members Only Website Password 
Name: “member“; Password: “opaltime”. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Dazzled by Australia's precious opals 
By Jonathan Amos, Science Correspondent, 8 May 2015 

 
It's exactly 100 years since the teenage Willie Hutchinson stumbled 

across a few pieces of opal while walking in the Australian Outback. 
There with his father to prospect for gold, the youngster's chance 
find led to a gemstone mining boom and the establishment of the 
town of Coober Pedy. 
Today, the settlement even refers to itself as the "opal capital of the 
world", with the wider Australian deposits producing more than 80% 
of the world's precious opals. 
Coober Pedy's gemstones are known for their clear or whitish 
colour, but some will dazzle like a rainbow. Experts talk of "church 
windows" to describe examples that mimic stained glass. 
Already legally defined as Australia's "National Gemstone", the 
precious opals could be in line for a new status - that of Global 
Heritage Stone Resource (GHSR). 
This is a designation being devised by an international group of 
geologists. The intention is to name and define those stones 
deemed to have particular significance in human culture. 
The initial concept was to recognise the classic rocks used in 
building construction, such as Portland stone, Carrara marble, 
Sydney sandstone, and granites like Norwegian larvikite. 
But there are also many famous ornamental and precious stones 
that could claim equally significant heritage, and as a consequence 
the geologists now find themselves examining the limits of 
qualification. 
GHSR status - no stone has yet been designated - will be important 
for architects and conservators when they have to restore old 
buildings, for example. 
It will make it easier for them to stipulate very specific materials, 
confident in how they will perform and weather over time. 

It may also offer some protection to the quarries and mines from 
which the designated stones are sourced. 
If nothing else, GHSR status would be a marketing fillip. 
Only those marbles from Tuscany in Italy could rightfully lay claim to 
the name "Carrara"; "Welsh slate" would be just that; and, if 
awarded the status, only the precious opals from Down Under could 
say they were "Australian". 
Carrara marble: GHSR designation was originally intended for the 
classic dimension stones 
But not all geologists are happy with the idea of the gemstones' 
inclusion. 
For these critics, the opals, with their limited supply and wide-
ranging use in jewellery, are deemed to be too far removed from the 
original spirit of the initiative, which was to promote the classic 
dimension stones - those cut or shaped to be used for building. 
There is a sense, also, in which they are too "processed". And, in 
any case, the detractors argue, the opals are so diverse in form and 
colour that it will actually be very difficult to give them a clear and 
tight description. 
Barry Cooper, on the other hand, believes his national gemstone 
just scrapes under the bar. The South Australian is the secretary of 
the Heritage Stone Task Group of the International Union of 
Geological Sciences. 
"Some of my colleagues are up in arms," he conceded. 
"Where's the limit? If you ask me, I'd say stones like diamonds and 
sapphires are far too manufactured. But stones like opal are not only 
jewellery gemstones, they can also be used in sculpture and 
mosaics - they broach across into art. And that gives them a deeper 
cultural significance. 

 

2015 is an important year for Coober Pedy and its opal ties 

American Opal Society Calendar 
Date General Meeting Topic / Speaker 

05/14/15 Opal Cutting Seminar 
06/11/15 Live Opal Auction 

07/09/15 To be announced 

08/13/15 To be announced 

09/10/15 To be announced 
10/08/15 Opal & Gem Show Work Session 
11/07/15 48th Annual Opal, Gem, & Jewelry Show 
11/08/15 48th Annual Opal, Gem, & Jewelry Show 
11/12/15 Opal Show Recap 
12/12/15 AOS Christmas Party Potluck 

 

Opal is a hydrated amorphous form of silica that fills cracks in its host rock 

 

Opal is a hydrated amorphous form of silica that fills cracks in its host rock 

 

Tiny spheres of silica stacked inside opal split up the light into dazzling 
rainbow colours 

https://www.cooberpedy.sa.gov.au/tourism
http://www.globalheritagestone.org/home
http://www.globalheritagestone.org/home
http://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Z2xvYmFsaGVyaXRhZ2VzdG9uZS5vcmd8d3d3fGd4OjY3YzI4OWJmYmMzZWE2Mg
http://sp.lyellcollection.org/content/early/2015/02/19/SP407.21.abstract
http://meetingorganizer.copernicus.org/EGU2014/EGU2014-16465.pdf
http://sp.lyellcollection.org/content/early/2014/11/25/SP407.14
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-22097403
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"The crux is that there is probably some value in them being 
designated." 
The Coober Pedy centenary certainly speaks to the opals' heritage. 
And Dr Cooper is quick to recall that Queen Elizabeth, the first 
reigning monarch to visit Australia, in 1954, was presented with an 
opal necklace from the South Australian Government. Opals are 
iconic, he says, and the ongoing mining means there would 
unquestionably be commercial and community benefits from the 
broader international awareness that came with designation. 
What may help is the geological context. Australian precious opals 
result from very special conditions that pertained 100 million years 
ago when the great Eromanga Sea, then covering central Australia, 
started to dry out. 
Highly acidic fluids dissolved silica from quartz-rich sandstones that 
then later precipitated as precious opal. 
These circumstances are quite different from some of the world's 
other opal fields, which may trace their origin to a volcanic setting, 
not the sedimentary one seen in Australia. 
International kudos 

Whatever its merits, the gemstone will have to wait its turn. 
The Global Heritage Stone Resource project formally got under way 
in 2008. Only seven years later are geologists close to 
acknowledging their first designation. 
This is likely to go to Portland stone, the redoubtable English 
building block quarried in Dorset on the south coast of England. 
The creamy-grey limestone has become, literally, the bedrock of the 

British establishment, used in the construction of Buckingham 
Palace, St Paul's Cathedral, the Bank of England, much of Whitehall 
- even the BBC. 
Michael Poultney is the MD of Albion Stone Plc, its biggest 
producer. 
"I see the designation as recognising those stones that have made a 
massive contribution to the built environment, not just locally but 
internationally as well," he told BBC News. 
"Portland stone has been used across the world - in Belgium and in 
Holland, and even in New York in buildings such as the UN. 
"Getting the designation would mean a huge amount to us on the 
international market. Foreign buyers assume it's not available in 
commercial quantities and we're trying to dispel that myth. 
Designation would also give us kudos." 
Barry Cooper was speaking at a meeting of heritage stone experts 
at the recent European Geosciences Union General Assembly. 
Jonathan.Amos-INTERNET@bbc.co.uk and follow me on Twitter: 
@BBCAmos 

From http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-32665035 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Household Products That Can Be Used As 
Rock Cleaners 

By Betsy Martin 
Safety: Always use plastic containers, rubber or nitrile gloves, eye 
protection, good ventilation, and great care when handling these 
products. 
1. Zud or Barkeeper’s Friend cleansers (contains oxalic acid) - 

Warm or hot solutions will remove iron stains and are helpful 
with clay deposits. These cleaners can be used with a tooth-
brush on sturdy surfaces. 

2. Toilet Cleaner (the hydrochloric acid type) Dissolves calcite 
rapidly. After treating anything with an acid, rinse very carefully 
and soak in ample fresh or distilled water for a while to leach 
out any acid remaining in crystal seams and fractures. You can 
then follow up with a final soak in dilute Windex to neutralize 
remaining traces of acid. 

3. Lime Away (dilute hydrochloric acid) dissolves calcite more 
slowly. Rinse as you would for other acid treatments (see 
above). 

4. Calgon—Dissolve this powdered water softener in water. Use 
for clay removal. 

5. Vinegar (Acetic acid), soda water, colas (carbonic and 
phosphoric acids) - Will slowly etch out very delicate fossils in 
limestone. Rinse as you would for other acids (see above) 

6. Iron Out (iron stain and clay remover) Mix with warm water and 
use with good ventilation. It will lose strength if stored. Rinse 
with plain water. 

7. Bleach– Dilute solutions of bleach can remove organic deposits 
and disinfect minerals collected in areas used by livestock. 
Rinse with plain water. 

 

Carrara marble: GHSR designation was originally intended for the classic 
dimension stones 

 

Fossil record: Portland stone is a limestone of late Jurassic age that was 
formed in a warm sea 

 

The BBC's HQ is one of the many buildings in London that incorporate 
Portland stone 

https://www.cooberpedy.sa.gov.au/page.aspx?u=368#.VUzVzvldXXN
http://www.abc.net.au/science/ozfossil/ageofreptiles/eromanga/
http://www.albionstone.com/portland-stone/geology
http://www.egu2015.eu/
mailto:Jonathan.Amos-INTERNET@bbc.co.uk
https://twitter.com/#%21/BBCAmos
http://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-32665035
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8. Hydrogen peroxide– Use to remove manganese stains. Rinse 
with plain water. 

9. Citric acid- Use to remove manganese stains. Rinse as above 
for acids. 

10. Windex (with ammonia) A good clay deposit remover and final 
surface cleanup. Works well in ultrasonic cleaners. Rinse with 
plain water. 

11. Distilled Water– Use to clean sensitive species and as a final 
soak after acid treatment. 
 

Removing Thin Coatings: 

On moderately hard minerals– use toothpaste (a feldspar abrasive) 
and a toothbrush. 
On hard minerals– use toothbrush with pumice powder and water. 
On calcite (including bruised places)- quickly dip in vinegar or Lime 
Away and rinse thoroughly. 
Repeat. Soak in plain water afterwards to leach any acid from 
cracks. 
Cleaning Tools: 

Toothpicks, seam ripper, bamboo sticks, sewing needles in a pin 
vise, old dental tools, old toothbrushes, periodontal brushes, canned 
air, Exacto knife, single edge razor blades, cheap small stiff bristle 
brushes. 
Via The Franklin County Rockhounder, 5/07; via Gem Cutters News, 
4/07; via The Collecting Bag, 12/06. Via Breccia 6/07 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The following are the final chapters of the book From 
Rags to Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters 
were published in the Opal Express from May 2011 
through Nov. 2013.  The Editor 
 

From Rags to Riches 
Chapter 45 - Claim Jumpers Reward 
 
Johnny came out of the Shower and smiled, ‘beat you to it’ it’s all 
right mate, you missed out on what I told Chris, I said in jokingly 
spite. Chris handed me the Letter from Anne and Harry, and I start 
to read, it was a very nice letter confirming that they are definitely 
not returning to the fields anymore. 
Harry said he would like to get for the place $2,000 lock stock and 
barrel and he knows how the situation is with money and making 
commitments on the field. He therefore asks a $500 deposit and 
$100 per month until finalized. In the event should I be fortunate 
enough to find a larger parcel in the then it would be required for me 
to payout the remaining balance. Harry ask me if I accept this to go 
to Gus’s place and see Gus and pay to him the deposit, and any 
future payments, the reason for that is Harry and Anne borrowed 
money from Gus and that was the exact amount they still owed, and 
Gus was quite happy for me to take over. 
When I relayed this message to Chris and Johnny they both were 
ecstatic about it. I said to Chris ‘well darling what shall we do, buy it, 
or keep paying the rent.’ 
Chris said ‘I am not an accountant, but I know rent is dead money, 
and since we don’t pay any interest, and no big contracts etc. we 
would have to be foolish in not going ahead with it,’ What is your 
opinion’ I addressed Johnny, He replied ‘Even with an IQ of 10 you 
could not make a mistake with this decision.’ 
Is that why you wearing thongs, since it needs an IQ of 20 to tie 
shoe laces.’ And I laughed; Johnny looked at Chris and said 
smilingly, ‘God your husband is a clown he is really sharp tonight 
hey, where did you find him?’ 
We all laughed and finished off this subject with, Chris get me $500 
from our Safe, I going to Gus and seal the deal. 
Chris gave me the $500 and we had dinner and as soon as I 
finished I said I am off to Gus’s place and got in the VW and drove 
off. 

Johnny was dropping off the level we brought home at Trevor’s 
place who said any time just drop off stuff and clean it the next time 
you free and put in their drums which were empty, which Johnny did, 
He did tell Trevor about it who was ok with that. 
I got to Gus place and there was quite a gathering of a lot of miners 
and a couple of the Rangers. 
Gus came and said hello, I ask him what is going on and he told me 
claim jumping at Peppy Kaszcanovski’s Claim and they came to 
arrest him, Peppy whose name is Josef is a Polish miner who is 
here with his wife and working on German Gully with Carl Urbanec a 
Czech who is his cousin, Peppy is a very quiet person, I saw him 
several times at the Co-Op and at the restaurant. 
I ask what happened, and Gus explained, Peppy gets on to traces 
and then the next day the when he starts work all there was a lot of 
dirt and the Level blown out and if there was anything of course it 
was taken. And that went on for several days; he was waiting 
sometimes all night at the claim to see if he could catch them, but to 
no avail. So what he did was he left a rope at the shaft but every 10 
inches or so he untwisted it and placed a razor blade in there, so 
whenever the person climbs down using the rope, the chances are 
they would cut themselves quite severely. So after a few days he 
found the same, tunnel full of dirt, opal level gone, and some traces 
of blood on the rope. 
Time went by and he had no problem for a few days, and then it 
started again, so this time what he did was he left the rope curled up 
on the top but he took of another 4 feet so to get to the bottom you 
would have jump down 4 feet. 
What he then did was he had a flat piece of timber and put through 
about 20 four inch nails, then he put on the points of the nails 
detonators, and he buried the whole board on the shaft bottom, so 
when they came and threw down the rope it was 4 feet short and 
they had to jump down and on the detonators, and that was the 
action which caught the jumpers and put him in trouble as he was 
charged with bodily grievous harm. 
Because it damaged one of them the heel on his foot and he had to 
get medical attention at the hospital and they reported it to the 
Police. 
But Gus feels under the circumstances he thinks that Peppy will get 
only a caution, and he could lose his Explosive Certificate. 
I said to Gus, I feel sorry for the man; this is stealing food from your 
family. 
Well the problem was his cousin when he came here and had a few 
drinks he always keeps telling very loud of traces etc. I replied what 
a fool. 
Gus said the jumpers were very lucky, if Peppy would have caught 
them in his shaft, he would have called Albert with his Dozer and 
would had have gotten the shaft filled in and buried the Jumpers. 
 
There is never a dull moment, I said, by the Way did Harry 
contacted you at all? Gus replied yes I know all about it and I am 
happy to see you getting this place. Yes that is nice, my friend I 
have here $ 500.00 for you which is the deposit , and I shall be here 
every 1st of the month and pay the $ 100.00 and of course if Mother 
Nature lets me steal from her a few nice pieces of her Rainbow 
Rock then I will settle with you immediately.’ 
That sounds great to Peter; I just get you a receipt. I said ‘also bring 
me a beer please’ No problem one beer coming up. 
In the meantime the Rangers took Peppy and put him in there paddy 
wagon and Peppy’s wife was in tears, one of the Rangers put an 
arm around her and whispered something in her ear, and she 
nodded and stopped crying and they drove off to Woomera. 
I sat there and enjoyed my Beer and Gus got me a receipt for the 
$500 and we have now a house in Andamooka. 
I told Gus if he hears about any generator or diesel compressor 
being for sale when people leave the field, to let me know. 
He agreed he will do that, I noticed across the room there was 
Laszlo, I waved to him and went over there, we exchanged niceties 
and then I mentioned to him also that I am looking for generator 
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and/or Diesel Compressor, he also said he will keep an eye and ear 
open, as well as if someone who is just starting out maybe needs a 
compressor like we have. 
Laszlo just made a quick comment about the situation with Peppy, 
by saying, he will get a reprimand and nothing else will happen but 
the jumpers will go for a row. I feel they should lock them up and 
throw the Key away. 
I finished my beer and said good bye to everyone and headed 
home. 
It was about 9pm when I got home and I told everyone of what 
happened in town at Gus place. I said to Johnny go over to Trevor 
and ask if they like to come across for coffee, I like to keep them in 
the loop, so they don’t think I did not tell them purposely. Johnny 
went and came back with all three of them, I offered Coffee and had 
all takers, Chris organized that and I told them what happened in 
town. 
I got the same response about Peppy, and the claim jumpers. 
Trevor said I think I would kill them as well, in the early 19th century 
they were hung for claim robbing and poaching. 
I just hope Peppy gets off easy, yeah I mean what his wife would do. 
Shocking, anyhow how do your parents enjoy the stay, well it is not 
their cup of tea and they think we are crazy, living like that while we 
both could have decent jobs and live in a city with all facilities etc. 
But they did give us their blessing and hope and pray that we come 
to our senses and leave the field. 
I know where they are coming from, I am sure my family would feel 
the same way but fortunately it is too far to come from Austria. 
Hey listen I said,’ when you hear of a deal with a diesel compressor 
and or a generator preferable diesel I would like to know. 
Our greedy guts of a compressor are sucking the go-go juice like it 
was water, very expensive to run, so we need either a separate 
generator so when we don’t jack hammer we don’t have to run the 
compressor, or a diesel compressor. With 12 volt lighting which 
most of them have. 
Yes that makes sense Trevor and Rob agreed, and they will keep 
ears and eyes open. Lorraine said we better get back to mum and 
dad, ok Chris said, and we walked them to the door and said good 
night. 
I just said to Trevor if it is ok for Johnny to come on Saturday to 
tumble the stuff he dropped off today, no sweat Trevor replied any 
time. Thanks mate see you then. 
We went inside and I said nice people, well Johnny now let’s get the 
map you drew up of all the tunnels and see if we can get an idea 
how much tunnel we have left in either direction, so we can establish 
roughly how much more time we have there before we have to move 
and find another claim. 
Johnny brought the map he drew and we could establish that we 
had at least about a hundred feet of tunnel which we can work in the 
three adjoining claims. But the main one we hope is in the center 
that is where we assume the pocket is in the main pillar. 
Well Son, it looks all promising, and since we are now Andamooka 
residents and property owners we better go and find some stuff so 
we can pay for it. 
‘My little Vegemite’s this little Duck is going to hit the hay, so he is 
fighting fit and ready for action tomorrow morning. 
Johnny said good night and disappeared in to his little domain. Chris 
was washing dishes an just about ready to put Beatrix to bed, who 
came up to me and said to me,” daddy did you buy this house we 
live in,’ I replied yes Pumpkin I did, ‘does that mean we have to live 
here forever?’ No Darling, all it means I can make improvements on 
it so it is more comfortable for us and when I found this beautiful big 
opal and we are ready to leave here then I will sell the house to 
someone else, ok? She just nodded and hugged me and said I love 
you daddy, I love you too Princess I replied, now got and brush your 
teeth and of you go. 
Chris got her into bed and said ‘So how do you feel about 
everything,’ I said to her, ‘my dear I am quite content and happy with 

everything apart from finding out how much this bloody compressor 
cost to run, this is criminal.’ 
 ‘So I have to find a solution otherwise I am working at the shop just 
to provide gasoline for the bloody thing.’ I mean it is a great thing but 
not good for an operation we have, I mean with limited funds.’ 
‘But I am sure we will find some more stuff. I got great hopes as to 
where Johnny came up with all these fine traces, all they have to do 
is get a bit thicker to about a quarter inch in thickness and we be 
laughing. So hence I am looking forward to tomorrow, just a couple 
hours in the shop and off to the mine.’ 
‘By the way can you bring a Chicken tomorrow I have a craving for 
one’ Chris told me. ‘No problem my darling, I know you are eating 
for two, by the way did you realize it is 6 weeks to Christmas.’ If you 
want something special for Beatrix for Christmas you better let me 
know soon so I can organize one of Co-Op truck drivers to buy in 
Adelaide or Port Augusta whatever you would like to get her. 
‘Now for me, nothing Sweetheart this year, we have our Christmas 
next year we go to Adelaide.’ The only thing I am not happy about it 
is I cannot get you anything and you can’t get anything here,’ Chris 
Replied not true, Johnny Lyons has quite nice selections sometimes 
of Summer clothing.,’ Well darling you buy yourself whatever you 
like from Johnny Lyons or the Co-Op. I will tell Johnny Lyons to get 
me a Christmas tree an artificial one and you can go and buy all the 
ornaments here; I know they have them here at Christmas. 
Come here Mrs. Greisl and sit here on my lap, Chris came over and 
sat on my lap in the arm chair, She put her arms around me and 
said Mr. Greisl I love you very much and kissed me, My wish for 
Christmas is that you find your dream. 
You deserve it, you are a good person Peter, everyone I spoke with 
they tell me what a lucky woman I am being married to you.’ Darling 
this is a mutual feeling, I feel I am the luckiest person in the world in 
having you as my wife and have given me such a lovely daughter, 
and now most likely you give me a beautiful boy, ‘You wish Chris 
replied. Actually I do but I am ok with another girl.’ You know what 
makes everything so special is that you have scarified you freedom 
and comfort of a city life and went without any complaint or 
hesitation with me to this desolate town and all its disadvantages of 
city comfort.’ You don’t complain or anything.’ Peter you are having 
a dream and desire, you have the opportunity to fulfill this dream 
and quench your desire, why should I stay in your way, because this 
is what makes you happy and if you happy then I am happy. I looked 
into her eyes and I saw a twinkle of a tear. I kissed her gently and 
said let’s go to bed sweetheart. Maybe tomorrow is the day. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Capt. Kidd's Treasure Found off Madagascar, 
Report Says 

By Todd Leopold, CNN, May 7, 2015 

 

100 pound silver ingot of underwater at Sainte Marie Island, Madagascar 

http://www.cnn.com/profiles/todd-leopold-profile
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(CNN)Explorers in Madagascar may have found treasure from the 
infamous Capt. Kidd, according to a report. 
An expedition overseen by underwater explorer Barry Clifford has 
located a silver bar believed to have been left by William Kidd, the 
17th-century Scottish pirate, the BBC said. 
The bar, weighing more than 100 pounds, was found off Ile Sainte-
Marie on Madagascar's northeastern coast. 
Clifford is no stranger to amazing finds. In 1984, he located the 
pirate ship Whydah off Massachusetts' Cape Cod, the "only verified 
pirate shipwreck ever found in U.S. waters," according to National 
Geographic. The treasure of the Whydah, which went down in 1717, 
included gold and silver coins, African jewelry and weaponry. 
Clifford also led an expedition that was thought to have found the 
Christopher Columbus ship Santa Maria, but a UNESCO team later 
determined the ship dated from much later. 
Clifford's work in Madagascar dates back to at least 1999 when his 
team found Kidd's ship Adventure Galley. 
Kidd has long had a reputation as a brutal pirate, though historians 
have noted he was less cruel than his contemporaries. 
Born in Scotland in 1645, he later moved to New York and was 
eventually hired to protect English ships in the Caribbean. After 
some success, he returned to England and began to captain the 
Adventure Galley. 
The Adventure Galley was intended for the Caribbean as well, but 
with little work, Kidd turned to Madagascar and the Indian Ocean. 
While sailing near the tip of India, he spotted the Quedagh 
Merchant, a ship with all sorts of valuables. Kidd and his crew 
attacked and took over the ship. 
Unfortunately for Kidd, the owner of the Quedagh Merchant had 
powerful connections in London, and Kidd was arrested, tried and 
hanged in 1701. 
Nevertheless, legend has followed the sea captain around -- 
particularly the belief that he left buried treasure all over the world. 
The Madagascar find may settle that question to at least some 
degree. 

From http://www.cnn.com/2015/05/07/world/feat-captain-kidd-treasure-
madagascar-barry-clifford/index.html 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Lovely Unusual Gem 

By Len Cram 
Not overly large, about nine carats, I photographed this interesting 
gem before the days of my digital photography, at a time when it 
was much harder to capture the beauty of an opal.  What makes this 
Lightning Ridge gem so special to me is the thoughtful touch of the 
cutter, how he handled the two colour bars, one sitting directly on 
top of the other, creating a pleasing work of art. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

May 2015 Gem & Mineral Shows 
more shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-
dates-display/?ShowState=ALL 
 
7-9—LOGAN , UT: Annual show; Cache Rock and Gem Club, Bridgerland 
Applied Tech. School; 1000 West 1400 North; Thu. 10 am-8 pm, Fri. 10 am-8 
pm, Sat. 9 am-6 pm; Admission is Free!; See rocks, minerals, fossils, 
displays, educational exhibits, and hands-on demonstrations. Over 40 
vendors. ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS: Wheel of Fortune, Mystery Bags, and 
Treasure Hunt. For groups of 20 or more, please contact Shawndra at: 
calandshawn@gmail.com or call (435) 760-1921. FREE ADMISSION!; 
contact Craig Stewart, 583 Harmony Place, Brigham City, UT 84302, (435) 
730-5556; e-mail: candmstewart@msn.com; Web site: 
cacherockandgemclub.weebly.com/annual-rock-and-gem-show.html 
8-10—COSTA MESA, CA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, OC 
Fair & Event Center; 88 Fair Dr.; Fri. Noon-6pm, Sat. 10am-6pm, Sun. 10am-
5pm; Admission $7, Children Free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, precious & 
semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, pearls, 
minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the 
world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes.; 
contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: 
http://www.gemfaire.com 
9-10—ESCONDIDO, CA: Annual show; Palomar Gem & Mineral Club, 
Center for the Arts, Escondido; 340 N. Escondido Blvd; Sat. 10:00 am-5:00 
pm, Sun. 10:00 am-4:00 pm; Adults $5, Seniors $3; Gem Identification, 
lapidary and jewelry demonstrations as well as educational displays.; contact 
Gayle Hamilton; e-mail: gemshow@palomargem.org; Web site: 
www.palomargem.org 

 

The office of Madagascar's President released this photo of a silver bar that 
may have belonged to Capt. Kidd. 

 

Close-up of silver bar out of the water. Say it could be pirate treasure. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-32621444
http://events.nationalgeographic.com/speakers-bureau/speaker/barry-clifford/
http://events.nationalgeographic.com/speakers-bureau/speaker/barry-clifford/
http://www.cnn.com/2014/10/07/world/americas/un-columbus-santa-maria-claim/
http://www.cnn.com/2014/10/07/world/americas/un-columbus-santa-maria-claim/
http://www.historytoday.com/richard-cavendish/execution-captain-kidd
http://www.cnn.com/2015/05/07/world/feat-captain-kidd-treasure-madagascar-barry-clifford/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2015/05/07/world/feat-captain-kidd-treasure-madagascar-barry-clifford/index.html
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
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9-10—BOZEMAN, MT: Annual show; Bozeman Gem & Mineral Club, 
Gallatin County Fair Grounds; 901 North Black, Building #1; Sat. 10 am-6 
pm, Sun. 10 am-4 pm; Adults $3.00 both days, Children 12 & under free; 
Over 15 dealers; gem, mineral, jewelry and beads. Member and dealer 
displays, silent auction, grab bags, garnet tables and raffles.; contact Jerry 
Hancock, P.O. Box 11001, Bozeman, MT 59719; e-mail: 
Jaegers@bresnan.net; Web site: bozemangemandmineralclub.com 
9-10—RENO, NV: Annual show; Reno Gem and Mineral Society, Reno-
Sparks Livestock Event Center; 1350 N. Wells Ave; Fri. 10:00 am-5:00 pm, 
Sun. 10:00 am-4:00 pm; Adults $6.00, Seniors $4.00, Students $4.00, 
Children are Free!; Our Golden 50th Year Annual Celebration Gold Panning 
Educational Displays ; contact Steve Norman, 1653 Topeka Circle, Sparks, 
NV 89434, (775) 358-7322; e-mail: snorm11@hotmail.com; Web site: 
www.renorockhounds.com 
15-17—SACRAMENTO, CA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, 
Scottish Rite Center; 6151 H St.; Fri. Noon-6 pm, Sat. 10 am-6 pm, Sun. 10 
am-5 pm; Admission $7, Children are Free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, 
precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & 
silver, pearls, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors 
from around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly 
door prizes.; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: 
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com 
15-17—SOUTH JORDAN, UT: Annual show; Wasatch Gem Society, Salt 
Lake County Equestrian Park and EventsCenter; 2100 West 11400 South; 
Fri. 10:00 am-6:00 pm, Sat. 10:00 am-6:00 pm, Sun. 10:00 am-5:00 pm; 
Adults $2.00, Children under 12 free; Come see thousands of rocks, 
minerals, and fossils. Lots of great dealers and large selection of club tables 
for kids and adults! Plus beautiful show cases showing off the wonders of the 
rock and mineral world!!!; contact Connie Stanton, West Valley, UT 84120, 
(801) 209-4390; e-mail: connie.inspireddreams@gmail.com; Web site: 
www.wasatchgemsociety.com 
15-17—SANTA ANA, CA: Wholesale and retail show; LLD Productions, 
Holiday Inn-Orange County Airport; 2726 S Grand Ave.; Fri. 10 am-6 pm, 
Sat. 10 am-6 pm, Sun. 10 am-5 pm; Admission is Free!; contact Regina 
Aumente, PO Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004, (505) 867-0425; e-mail: 
mzexpos@gmail.com; Web site: www.mzexpos.com 
16-17—LAKEVIEW, OR: Annual show; Tall Man Rock Chippers, Lake 
County Fairgrounds; 1900 N 4th; Sat. 10 am-5 pm, Sun. 10 am-4 pm; free; 
We have a good variety of vendors, activities for the kids, a silent auction 
featuring many of the local rocks, good food, club showcases, raffle, and field 
trips including the OR Sunstone. Camping is available onsite. No tailgating.; 
contact LeRoy Johnson, (541) 947-4267; e-mail: 
lostmymarblesor@yahoo.com 
16-17—HAMILTON , MT: Annual show; Bitterroot Gem & Mineral Society, 
First Interstate Center ; 100 Old Corvallis Road , Ravalli County Fairgrounds; 
Sat. 10 am-6 pm, Sun. 10 am -4 pm; Admission is Free; May 16 & 17 The 
Bitterroot Gem & Mineral Society presents its annual "Treasures from the 
Universe" in the First Interstate Center on the Ravalli County Fairgrounds in 
Hamilton MT. Free Admission! Enjoy displays, kids activities, dealers, world 
class mineral specimens, fossils, jewelry, UV display, silent auction, dealers, 
beads, hands on rock ID, rock equipment, door prizes, Dinosaur display and 
presentations from the Two Medicine Dinosaur Center. Pancake and 
sausage breakfast both mornings 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.; contact Mike McConnell 
, 114 North 5th Street , Hamilton, MT 59840, (406) 360-4944; e-mail: 
micker1949@yahoo.com; Web site: www.bitterrootgms.org 
16-17—PINETOP, AZ: Show and sale; White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club, 
Hon-Dah Conference Center; 777 Highway 260; Sat. 9:00 am-6:00 pm, Sun. 
10:00 am-4:00 pm; Adults $2.00, Seniors 70+ Free, Students 18 and under 
Free, Children18 and under Free; Member Displays, Raffles, Door Prizes, 
Silent Auction, Children Activities, Dealers, Fluorescents, Dinosaur Exhibit 
and Demonstrations.; contact Rick Olson, 8276 Tahoe Pl, Show Low, AZ 
85901, (928) 251-0949; e-mail: walkaround@earthlink.net; Web site: 
whitemountain-azrockclub.org 
16-17— SEATTLE, WA: Annual show; Seattle Mineral Market, Lake City 
Community Center; 12531 28th Ave NE, 11705 206th Pl SE; Sat. 10:00 am-
6:00 pm, Sun. 10:00 am-5:00 pm; Admission is Free; FREE 
ADMISSION~FREE PARKING~FREE MINERALS FOR KIDS Mineral 
specimens, gem minerals, mineral and mining books, mineral art, and 
mineral photography. There is a free underground parking area in the library 
next door, but it closes at 5 PM.; contact Bart Cannon, 1041 NE 100th Street, 
Seattle, WA 98125, (206) 522-9233; e-mail: cannonmp@comcast.net; Web 
site: http://www.seattlemineralmarket.com/ 
16-17—HERMISTON, OR: Annual Gem and Mineral Show ; Hatrockhounds 
Gem and Mineral Society - Hermiston OR, Hermiston Conference Center; 
Highway 395 South; Sat. 10 am-5 pm, Sun. 10 am-4 pm; Adults $2.00; 
contact Mike Filarski, (541) 571-2593; e-mail: stonemorlin1@netscape.net 

16-17—HAMILTON, MT: Annual show; Bitterroot Gem and Mineral Society, 
Ravalli County Fairgrounds; 100 Old Corvallis Road; Sat. 10 am-6 pm, Sun. 
10 am-5 pm; Admission is Free!; contact Steve Vieth, (406) 381-7597; e-
mail: viethsteve88@gmail.com 
22-24—SANTA BARBARA, CA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, 
Earl Warren Showgrounds; 3400 Calle Real; Fri. Noon-6pm, Sat. 10am-6pm, 
Sun. 10am-5pm; Admission = $7, Children Free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, 
precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & 
silver, pearls, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors 
from around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly 
door prizes.; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: 
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com 
22-24—BILOXI, MS: Annual show; Harrison County Gem and Mineral 
Society, Inc., MS Coast Coliseum and Convention Center; 2350 Beach Blvd.; 
Fri. 10 am-6 pm, Sat. 10 am-6 pm, Sun. 10 am-4 pm; Adults $5, Children 
under 10 free; Free Parking; contact Lynn Tate, Harrison County Gem and 
Mineral Society, Inc., P.O. Box 10136, Gulfport, MS 39505, (228) 342-2963; 
e-mail: GulfportGemShow@gmail.com 
23-24—SEDONA, AZ: Annual show; CKM Productions, LLC, Sedona Red 
Rock High School; 995 Upper Red Rock Loop Road; Sat. 10:00 am-5:00 pm, 
Sun. 10:00 am-4:00 pm; Adults $3.00; Vendors from around the region will 
be offering mineral specimens, crystals, gemstones, jewelry, findings, beads, 
fossils, cutting material and lapidary equipment. An hourly raffle will be held 
for a chance to win one of many amazing prizes to be offered throughout the 
show. Food will be available for purchase during the show as well. This is a 
unique event the entire family will enjoy. ; contact Greg Capatch, (928) 554-
4615 
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I have the pleasure introducing two great heirlooms of Opal Jewellery pieces from Down Under. 
The first one is a Lightning Ridge Gem Crystal Opal Mosaic, it has been made by a German Gentleman by the name of 

Julius Ditz a foremost Opal Artist Carver & Cutter who died in 1947. 
The Theme of the Mosaic is “Play of the Mermaids.” Pease check out the details. The Mosaic is set in 18carat Gold and is 

dressed up with 10 Diamonds and 5 Rubies. (The Chain is not included) 
The size is 2.26” x 1.88” x 0.36”it weighs 37.5 gram or 1.2 troy ounces or 187.5 carat. 

The Investment asked for is $ 12,000, Valuation certificates can be supplied. 

 

 

 

 

 
The Second one is a Pendant/ Broche Mosaic of Lightning Ridge Gem Crystal Opal which displays the American Eagle, also set in 18 carat 

Gold with a nice Diamond and Rubies. It has been produced by the same Artist. And of course we can supply Valuation Certificates. The 
Investment Price for this Unique Jewel Piece is ONLY $7,000 

 

 

 

 

 

Please direct any Interest to:- Peter “The Opal Lover” 
Email: gem@opallover.com, Mobile:61 417555923 

Visit Rockaway Opals 
Select Cup Opals 

Australian…Ethiopian…Black…Crystal…Boulder 

Fine Opal Jewelry 
Custom Designed by Artists 

www.rockawayopals.com 

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 
Stan M. McCall 

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist 
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs 

Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing 
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones 

(714) 220-9282 

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630 
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/ 

custom-creative@earthlink.net 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available 

TIKKA OPALS 
E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au 

www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com 
phone: +61-7-55469324 
mobile: +61-417-421205 

Advertise in this Space! 
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month 
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month 

Half Page Size: $20 per month 
Full Page Size: $40 per month 

Contact: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 

E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

mailto:gem@opallover.com
http://www.rockawayopals.com/
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
mailto:custom-creative@earthlink.net
mailto:mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
http://www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com/
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application 

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) 
AMOUNT 
PAID 

DUES: 
SELECT ONE 

RENEWING MEMBERS $30   

NEW MEMBERS $40   

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10   

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE (Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5   

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10   

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:  

 

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to: 

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at 
http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal 
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account 
is membership@opalsociety.org.  

 

NAME 
 

BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX 

CITY STATE 

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) 

PHONE - Home 
(        ) 

PHONE - Business 
(        ) 

FAX 
(        ) 

E-MAIL 

WEBSITE 

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be 
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information 
above, please note that on the application. 

 Address  Phone  E-mail  Website   

Please sign here: ________________________________________ Date _____________ 
 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 
The American Opal Society. 

Copyright 2015. All rights reserved. 
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise 

Reserved. 
Editor-Jim Pisani 

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

Are Your Dues Due Now? 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-
MAIL. There should be a date that shows the current month/year of 
your membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues 
are overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue. 
A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note, 
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not 
received you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership 
thereafter. It is your responsibility to assure your dues are current. 
Thank you, 
The Editor 

NAME BADGE ORDER FORM: 

 
PLEASE  PRINT  NAME  AS  
YOU  WISH  IT  TO  APPEAR  
ON  YOUR  BADGE  using  up  
to  two  (2)  lines  of  text  for  
your  name,  nickname,  or  
name  of  your  opal  related  
business. 

http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm
mailto:membership@opalsociety.org
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 
P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
 

   

Volume #48 Issue #5 
May 2015 

   

 

Some Topics In This Issue: 
 Make Your Own Opals 

 Australia's precious opals 

 Products that clean Rocks 

 From Rags to Riches Chapter 45: 
Claim Jumpers Reward 

 Treasure Found off Madagascar 

 Lovely Unusual Gem 
 
 

 

Important Dates: 
 

May 14th 
General Meeting 

 
This month the AOS will be having an Opal 
Cutting Seminar. 
 
We will have at least two Diamond Pacific 
Pixie lapidary sets and experienced cutters 
for opal cutting demonstrations. 
 
Bring in your some of your rough opal to 
cut.  The AOS will also provide rough to cut. 

 
 

 

 
 

— GENERAL MEETINGS — 

2nd Thurs. of the Month 
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM 
Garden Grove Civic Women’s Club 
9501 Chapman Ave. 
Garden Grove, CA 92841 
(NE corner of Gilbert & Chapman) 
MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 
 
     

     
     

 

The American Opal Society 
http://OpalSociety.org  

Pete Goetz 
Russ Madsen 
Jim Pisani 
Veronica Purpura 
 

President 
Treasurer 
Editor & Webmaster 
Show Chairman 
 

(714) 530-3530 
(562) 884-2254 
(714) 815-4638 
(714) 974-3982 
 

email: mpg1022@aol.com 
email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net 
email: editor@opalsociety.org 
email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com 
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mailto:mpg1022@aol.com
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