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Tenth AOS Live Auction on June 11th

The AOS will hold its eighth AOS live auction, on Thursday,
June 11 at our general meeting at 7:00pm. The auction will be fun,
and “fund-raising,” so come and snag a bargain while supporting
your club!! There were many great bargains to be had at the
event last year!

Don’t miss a chance to buy or sell opal rough, cabs, books,
tools, display cases, and other neat gem stuff when members may
bring up to 5 items each for sale, as long as they are gem-related,
and are approved by the AOS Board of Directors. You must be an
AOS member to sell at the auction, and you must sign a vendor
agreement. Vendors must donate 10 percent of the final price to the
AOS, and will be paid after the refreshment break prior to close of
meeting. We will arrive at 6:30pm to help vendors prepare their
items. If you have items for sale, please come early, and allow us to
assign a Lot Number, any minimum “Reserve” price you may
request, and log your items into our computer for easy checkout
later!

Bidders may be members, or visitors, provided they have a
photo ID like a driver’s license, and are willing to abide by Bidder
rules. You must have an official bid paddle to bid, so sign up early
when you first get to the mtg. Copies of the Vendor Rules and
Bidder Rules will be made available at the signup table when you
arrive.

If you want to bid, you must sign in to get a paddle, and agree
to the Bidder rules, which state that all items must be paid for prior
to close of meeting, the highest bid wins, all sales are final, no
returns or refunds. The AOS auctioneer has final authority to
determine the high bid, and can accept or reject any bid at AOS
discretion. Bidders cannot bid for another person, and must pay for
and remove their auction items prior to the end of the meeting.
Bidders are not permitted to loan their paddles to others.

Proceeds from the live auction will go toward AOS activities like
our annual show preparation and advertising. Please be generous
with your bids, and get a bargain at the same time!
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AOS Live Auction Rules
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Only American Opal Society (AOS) members may sell an
item/lot in the auction.

The member may submit a maximum of 5 items/lots (single item
of grouped package).

10% of all sales rounded up to the closest quarter ($0.25)
remain with the AOS.

Anyone that obtains a bidders card and number can bid, but
must pay in cash.

All bids and/or raises shall be in dollars (i.e. no bids/raises of
less than $1 will be considered).

The AOS auctioneer maintains the right to reject unreasonable
offers/bids/raises.

If the sellers minimum (reserve) bid is not received in “going
once, going twice” call the item/lot is removed/dropped/pulled
from the auction and given back to the seller/original owner.
Any seller or buyer making side deals/sales within the meeting
rooms prior to or during the auction forfeits all rights to
participate in the AOS auction.

Winning bidder must pay for and pick-up purchased item/lot as
quickly as possible (within 10 min.) or forfeit right to purchase
(with exception of auctioneer, cashier, record keeper or
merchandise manager).

No warranties or guarantees are offered and all items are sold
as is and where is.

All sales are final and no returns, trades or later credits will be
considered.
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American Opal Society Calendar

Date General Meeting Topic / Speaker
06/11/15 | Live Opal Auction
07/09/15 To be announced
08/13/15 To be announced
09/10/15 To be announced
10/08/15 Opal & Gem Show Work Session
11/07/15 48th Annual Opal, Gem, & Jewelry Show
11/08/15 48th Annual Opal, Gem, & Jewelry Show
11/12/15 Opal Show Recap
12/12/15 AOS Christmas Party Potluck

S

Members Only Website Password

Name: “member®; Password: “opaltime”.
+++++ A

$3 Million Black Opal Goes on Sale in Las
Vegas

By Katherine Jetter May 31, 2013
The Royal One carries a minimum price tag of $3 million.

It's been more than a decade to market for one of the world’s most
impressive opals, which will be on sale this weekend at an upscale
jewelry event in Las Vegas. The minimum asking price: $3 million.
Called the Royal One, the 306-carat, gem-quality black opal was
kept hidden for 14 years by a miner who discovered it in the
Australian outback. It is almost double the size of the Aurora
Australis, found in 1938, which was valued at $1 million in 2005.

The miner, who wishes to be known only by his first name, says he
found the Royal One at the bottom of a bucket of rough, uncut opals,
and only discovered its quality by accident.

“It had scum on it like a poor-quality opal and when | took that off, |
saw the good-quality opal underneath,” said Bobby, 68, based in the
remote opal-mining outpost of Lightning Ridge, in Australia’'s New
South Wales state. “| was astounded.”

Opal miners are notoriously secretive in Lightning Ridge, an isolated
desert town that has the world’s largest-known deposit of black
opals, the most expensive variety. The first mining shaft was sunk
here in 1901, and while other sorts of mineral extraction in Australia,
from gold to coal, have become the domain of big corporations, opal
mining remains reminiscent of more egalitarian, and wilder, times.
Individuals looking to get rich quick can still mark out a claim with a
steel peg or a wooden post and simply start digging. Opal miners
fear night-time theft from shafts by fellow miners, known as “ratting,”
and as a result often keep big discoveries close to their chest —
sometimes literally.

At first, Bobby kept the Royal One under his mattress at night or in a
kangaroo-skin pouch around his neck by day. ‘I looked at it more
times than is healthy,” he said. “| looked at it with a torch and a
candle.”

Then he put the opal in a bank, considering it to be a kind of pension
fund for himself and his wife, until last year when he went to New
York to have the stone appraised by the Gemological Institute of
America. According to the institute’s report, the opal is “rare and
notable” due to its “combination of large size and thickness of
virtually pure opal, pleasing proportions and polish, as well as no
treatments.”

While in New York, Bobby met with Australian-born, New Mexico-
based opal designer Katherine Jetter, who has a trusted relationship
with several of Bobby’s opal-mining peers in Lightning Ridge. Ms.
Jetter arranged for the opal to be put on display this weekend at
Couture, the annual upscale jewelry event at the Wynn Las Vegas.
Ms. Jetter calls the opal “an important part of Australian history” and
“a matter of national pride.” In the opal’s selling brochure, South
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“The Royal One” black opal

Australian opal cutter Stuart Jackson notes its “spectral clarity and
hues of green, yellow and blue.”

Potential buyers include private mineral collectors and business
people from the U.S., Russia and Saudi Arabia, according to Ms.
Jetter.

The opal will be viewable at the Las Vegas show until late Monday,
and can also be viewed by appointment.
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http://www.thecoutureshow.com/

From http://blogs.wsj.com/scene/2013/05/31/3-million-black-opal-
goes-on-sale-in-las-vegas/
T o o L o o T B T e S e

Opal-Inspired Material Changes Color When
Stretched

By Nadia Drake
Date of Publication: 06/04/13

By layering tiny nanospheres onto stretchy fabric, scientists have
created a material that changes color when stretched. Called
“polymer opal” by the team, the material mimics the multicolored
brilliance of an opal gemstone.

Using ink made from synthetic photonic crystals and a printer that
can modulate voltage, the team has figured out how to print
shimmering, color-changing patterns onto a stretch of flexible opal.
The new printing method was described on May 22 in Advanced
Engineering Materials.

“You don’t need different printing inks,” said Jeremy Baumberg,
director of the Nanophotonics Centre at the University of Cambridge.
“You can use one pot, and then change the color produced when
you print it.”

Color changing material

Stretchy, color-changing polymer opals are made from layers of
nanospheres, printed onto flexible fabrics. (Nick Saffell, University of
Cambridge)

Made from tiny spheres that are 200 nanometers across, the
photonic crystal “ink” mimics color-producing structures found in
nature.

Butterfly wings, feathers, and some gemstones derive their
shimmering shades from ordered nanostructures that bend and
reflect light, rather than from pigments. The shape and arrangement
of these tiny nanocrystals determines which colors are produced.
Unlike pigments, which look the same from any angle and can bleed
and fade, structurally derived colors stay vibrant indefinitely, can
appear metallic, and enigmatically change with viewing angle.

The flickering flames and shifting sheens seen in opals are
produced by stacks of tiny silica spheres within the gemstone.
Mimicking that arrangement in the lab, using spheres with a hard
polystyrene core and softer outer shell, produced what the team
calls polymer opals. Making the spheres is inexpensive and
relatively simple, Baumberg says.

Layering those spheres on an elastic fabric produces a flexible opal,
or material that changes color when twisted, stretched, or bent. As
the space between the spheres shrinks and expands, the matrix
diffracts and reflects light of different wavelengths, producing a
changing rainbow of colors. The size of the spheres affects the
opals’ starting color, with larger spheres appearing red initially, and
smaller spheres starting at blue.

A previous version of the material, shown below, shifted from an
orange-yellow, to green, and finally to blue when stretched.

Now, the team can print patterns into the material, using a print head
that incorporates an electric field. As the spheres are laid down,
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varying the voltage affects the spacing between them, which in turn
affects the color of that region. Producing patterns is as simple as
altering the voltage in localized areas; the nanoparticles are then
fixed into place with UV light.

Flexible opals are resilient — you can stitch over them, chop them
up, emboss them, weld them, even punch a hole in them.

As for applications? We'd like to order up a stretchy, color-changing
outfit for our next trip to the disco. Other uses could include
incorporation into safety belts or other devices that could benefit
from a visual indicator of tension or overstretching, as well as fraud-

STRETCH

Material changing color when stretched

resistant inclusions in banknotes.

Videos: Cambridge University/YouTube; dres2video2share/YouTube
From http://www.wired.com/2013/06/new-color-changing-material/
++++++H+
The Story of Victoria Stone

By Vyonne Mack-WGMS Club Member

Victoria Stone Boules — now rare
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Victoria Stone is also
known as “Imori Stone”,
named after its
Japanese creator, Dr.
Imori. It is not an artificial
or fake stone. What Dr.
Imori  was able to
accomplish  was to
actually blend several
different minerals using a
special process known
only to him to come up
with an Imori Stone,
commonly called Victoria
Stone.

This beautiful
reconstructed gem is
mineralogically similar to
Nephrite Jade. It has a
harness of six, specific
gravity of 3.02 and a
refractive index of 1.62.

It was laboratory produced from natural raw materials such as
quartz, feldspar, magnesite, calcite, fluorspar, etc. for a total of
seven different minerals-fused together under high pressure and a
high temperature and
again  mineralized to
make this gem by adding
special crystallizers and
habit regulators.

This is not an imitation or

Grass Green Victoria Stone

synthetic  but is a
reconstructed natural
stone. The boule of

Victoria stone was slowly
cooled down for 35 to 40
days to make it crystallize
into the pretty fan
shapes.

Victoria Stone is minerlogically similar to nephrite jade, but the
arrangement of the actinolite crystals is different. Instead of the
crystals interlocking and tying together as they do with jade, they
have crystallized in fan shapes to provide the beauty of the stone.
As a result of this difference, the rough stone is more likely to crack
or splinter if overheated.

Victoria Stone could be bought by the boule or in slices when it was
produced in 15 different colors from 1960 to the 1980’s — green, sky
blue, reddish purple,

Transparent Faceted Victoria Stone

yellow green, blue
green, sky indigo,
chocolate, yellow,
deep indigo, white,
quiet green, quiet
yellow, quiet blue,

grey and black.

To cut Victoria Stone,
cut it first lengthwise,
then let it set for 24
hours; then you can
go ahead and slice it
using normal cutting

procedures, using
plenty of water to
keep it cool so it

won'’t shatter.

First sand on sharp
220 grit sanding
cloth, then sharp 320

Sky Blue Victoria Stone

cloth, with a final sanding on a worn 320 cloth. A quick and easy
polish can then be obtained finishing on a dry leather buff with tin
oxide.

The transparent Victoria Stone that is used for faceting is composed
of di or trisilicates of earth elements and alkali metals. The hardness
is 5.5 to 6, specific gravity of 3.02 and a refractive index of 1.12. It
was quickly cooled down in one day so that it wouldn’t crystallize
into patterns.

The faceted Victoria Stone came in 8 colors, including sapphire
blue, emerald green, amethyst purple, ruby red, topaz, aquamarine,
garnet and peridot green.

Dr. Imori died without confiding in anyone how the process worked
and no one has been able to duplicate it. There is only a limited and
nonreplenishable supply of Victoria Stone in existence. When this
material is used up to make jewelry and cabochons, it will become
scarcer and about impossible to find.

This article was printed in the McPherson Rock Club Bulletin
(Kansas)

+H++++H

Dog Discovers $18,000 Diamond While

Sniffing Around a Bush

By Ben Guarino, January 02, 2015
A springer spaniel named
Rosie is a true diamond
dog (with apologies to the
name of Nicole Kidman's .
cancan troupe in "Moulin ' -
Rouge!" and David Bowie's 3
1974 record). While on a 3 "' \Q-')‘
late December walk in i &
Lincolnshire, U.K,, - ;
accompanied by fellow {
pooch Dylan and owner 4
Allan Bell, Rosie sussed out
an $18,000 diamond from
under a hedgerow. Who's a
good girl? It's Rosie.
The 1.14-carat diamond
hadn't been squirreled
away for any nefarious purpose — the missing gem was simply a
promotion gone bad. In August, British jewelry company 77
Diamonds tied a diamond to a weather balloon and set it loose, just

$18,000 Diamond

Launching the balloon with the diamond
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https://www.thedodo.com/community/benguarino
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=66emFDgnvts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=66emFDgnvts
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/albumreviews/diamond-dogs-19740801
http://www.rollingstone.com/music/albumreviews/diamond-dogs-19740801

Allan Bell, Rosie, and Pat with Diamond

10 miles away from the bush where Rosie found it. The company
had planned to send the gem up 100,000 feet and into the social
media stratosphere, kicking off a treasure hunt. But when the GPS
unit on the package failed, the diamond was deemed lost to the
English wilds.

The jewel would have remained missing, too, were it not for Rosie's
impressive snout. Bell and his wife, Pat, told the Examiner they plan
to sell the diamond and take a Mediterranean cruise to celebrate
their 25th wedding anniversary. But Rosie and Dylan won't be left in
the lurch. "Both the dogs will get something special," perhaps
steaks, Bell said.

Rosie and Dylan's reward aside, there's never a bad time to
celebrate a dog's super-keen nose. Canines have an incredible
sense of smell, up to 100,000 times more powerful than a human's.
In addition to diamonds, dogs have followed their noses to illegal
DVDs, bed bugs and orca whale poop.

From https://www.thedodo.com

++++++++ A

Lorraine Schwartz Opals with the Stars

Taylor Swift wore $1 million worth of Lorraine Schwartz jewelry at
the 2015 Grammys, including $350,000 black opal paraiba earrings

¢

Close-up of Hiedi Klum’s earrings
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Hiedi Klum wearing
earrings

Larry Busac

Taylor Swift wearing black opal earrings and opal rings

ave
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and matching black opal rings.

Heidi Klum wore similar Lorraine Schwartz Opals at the 64th Annual
Emmy Awards in 2012 .

+++++++++H+

The following are the final chapters of the book From
Rags to Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters
were published in the Opal Express from May 2011
through Nov. 2013. The Editor

From Rags to Riches
Chapter 46 - The Narrow Escape

I am not an early riser normally but this morning | woke up prior to
my normal time, so | fired up the stove and started to prepare the
coffee, which is my survival nectar. Chris sneaked up on me from
behind and rubbed her warm body against mine and whispered into
my ear ‘Good morning darling,’ | said if you keep this up we will end
up back in Bed,” She smiled and said’ Who is stopping you,” You just
being cheeky as you know | have to get the shop ready.’

She smiled and kissed me on the tip of my nose, and said, go and
get dressed | carry on here.’ | got my clothes and got dressed, while
Chris cooked a nice breakfast, as soon as the Coffee was ready |
got my cup and drank, | felt the caffeine surging through my veins
and starting to fire up every fiber in my body and stimulation of the
brain cells which made me ready to meet the challenges of this day.
Johnny came out of his room and greeted us, Chris told him to sit
down and have his breakfast which he did. It was a glorious day with
about 23 degrees already at 7 am, so | am sure it will be a warm
day, | told Johnny to take the Shute with him and set it up. | was
ready to go and wished them all a nice day as | was off to the Shop.
Hilda was waiting for me there and we got stuck in to get this lace
ship shape, | looked the place over to see if there was anything
lacking in respect of cleanliness etc.

It was all spotless the girl is doing a fine job. | also checked the
stock situation of sausages and prepared meat products, | can see
we have to make some tomorrow being Wednesday and we nearly
out of all of it.

| checked the ledger to see what is going on and the figures did not
really suffer through my absence. | told Hilda she is doing a great
job and | am very happy and please with it, just at this moment Doug
walked in and reminded me of the Co-Op BBQ, | told him | am
making sausages tomorrow evening and | will cut up the meat for
him at the same time, Doug acknowledged and he ask me how
things are | told him about the difference it makes as we can cover
more ground with my additional help. And it helps poor Johnny | bet
he feels like a bad fellow, but he has not made any complaints.

Doug left and | prepared the meat order for next week and told Hilda
to give it to Doug this evening when she closes up.

| finished everything | had to do in the shop and went to the claim, it
was about 9am and | could not hear the Compressor, | looked
around and | saw Johnny walking on the other claims, He saw me
and he came across and said to me, ’ look across to the claim here
and tell me what’s different.’ | looked and looked and said ‘nothing |
can see,’ He replied you are blind as a Bat, look at the pegs.’ |
looked and said hey these are not our pegs.’ Exactly that's what the
difference is, | am looking for our pegs some bastard pulled our
pegs and put his pegs in and | am sure they dumped them in shaft
somewhere or they finish of as firewood.’ | said to Johnny you keep
looking and I drive to town and see if Graham the Mines Warden is
here so | can bring him out here and show him what’s going on, also
| see the cops and tell them so in case there is any problem they are
aware of it.’

Johnny said ‘l don’t know for how long the pegs have been changed
as | paid no attention to it, it was only today as | was hanging the
Shute | was looking in the direction of the pegs and noticed it.” Ok,
let’s get it sorted out.’ | said and drove in to town.

| went to the police cabin that is where the Mines Warden does his
paperwork when he is in town.
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One good thing is we registered the 3 claims as we will need them
when we eventually put in the cut so the Dozer can push the dirt
somewhere.

Well the warden was not here but | told Derek the Ranger of our
dilemma and he said he will come out to the claim and have a look
and check whose pegs they are and go to see them to see what's
going on, he also will notify Graham the Warden and have him get in
touch with us as well, I did show Derek the registration forms | got
when | registered the three claims.

And Derek said Pull these pegs and put your pegs back in,” | replied
our pegs are gone,” He said well use the Pegs which are there and
just change the Information Tag with your details and also mention
on there the Registration Numbers, and should you see any activity
don’t do anything just come and see me and | will sort it out without
any blood shed if you know what | am referring to.” Thanks Derek
advice taken and | see you at the Claim sometimes today.

| went back and there was Johnny still scrounging around for our
pegs.

‘No joy’ he said. | told him what transpired and he was pleased to
hear the result and said to me, well let's change the Info boards of
these pegs. | got some nails and a marking pen; we can turn the
sign over and write our info on it.’

Ok you can do that, here is the registration info, and you know the
rest.

Johnny started to dismantle the first peg and turned the sign over
and put our details on it, he did a good job, looks ok, very legible. As
soon as all four pegs were completed and back in the ground, Derek
the Ranger arrived, we showed him around, and he asked were
there any activities at all. | told him not that we know of any, ‘well
keep an eye out and let me know immediately, when Graham comes
I have him investigate and make sure that there is no interference
from anyone.” He commented. Just as he was going to leave there
was this tremendous rumbling sound and vibration, and around the
corner cam this huge D21 Dozer, it looks brand new. He was
positioning himself so that his blade was facing the claim we just
repegged. He saw us and waved, | did recognize him it was one of
the Pisani Brothers, | have heard that they were going to bring up a
big machine. The Ranger and | we went over there, and the guy
which | recognized was Giovanni Pisani, he shut off the Dozer.
Greeted us, the Ranger asked him what he was doing and he said
he was going to put in a cut and was starting to push the dirt on our
claim. The Ranger was doing all the talking and explained to him
that the claim he was going to push the dirt on was ours, he also
asked him if he removed the pegs, he said ‘yes we had been told by
a fellow called Scotty who took us to this claim and he said it was
not worked and the pegs are just having been left” The Ranger
asked where the pegs are now.” Giovanni replied they are at home,’
The Ranger told him you will bring the pegs back here and put them
back and remove your own pegs, | told the Ranger that we changed
the peg Info, and he said to Giovanni don’t worry use the other pegs
for yourself, now tell me what were you going to do here,” Giovanni
replied a test cut, this is the first time this machine is on an Opal field
and | wanted to see if | am able to do cut before we offer our
services and put cuts in for us as well.’ | looked at him and said ‘so
you are in opposition to Albert McCormack,” Giovanni replied ‘well
that’s free enterprise.” The Ranger said to Giovanni you be better of
going to somewhere on Boundary Rider there is fairly shallow
ground, and work your way up top deeper Ground as you get better
experience, with cutting. Giovanni’s Brother arrived and his name is
Luigi. We introduced and Giovanni told Luigi everything in their
native tongue and Luigi came over to me and apologized over and
over, and told us he had been misled by this fellow Scotty.

| looked a Johnny and he know exactly what | was thinking | said to
Derek, there is bad blood between Scotty and us he did work for us
a very short time, we caught him red handed stealing opal from us,
and we exposed him at Gus Place, so that's the reason he sent the
Brothers on our claim, as he knew even if the claim next door was
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ours, the vibration from this huge machine would have surely added
to a collapse of our mine.

Derek said ‘this is serious business, what would happen if you both
working down there and the dozer comes up and the mine collapses
you could be buried alive.” That could be construed as attempted
murder. | think | should take this matter further and speak with this
Scotty, where is he?’ | told Derek he is normally in Dutton Village,
and he works on Hallion Hill. 'l said ‘Derek let it go, | am sure he did
not wish us any harm, and | am not lodging any complaint.” Derek
turned around to the Brothers and said, do you realize you could
have killed them, if they did not see the changed Pegs and came to
me.” You make sure next time when you put in a cut some where
there is no underground mining activity going on. If so stay a way for
at least three claims.

The brothers nodded and thanked and shook hands with everyone
and Fired up their beast and disappeared.

Derek said,” my god what a week, | am glad this turned out the way
it did, fellows good luck and stay out of mischief. Thanks Derek |
replied and please let the warden know the matter is resolved.” He
nodded and got into his Land Rover and drove off. What a day,
actually what a week. Claim Jumpers, Dozers, what a monster this
D21, it has a blade width of 24 feet, could you feel the tremor as it
arrived and then drove off, incredible.’

‘Well my friend we had our share of excitement for the week, now
let's get on with some serious work.” Ok you go and kick the
compressor in the guts | get the winch going, and when you got it
running | go down and put on the hoses and the light cable, Johnny
nodded and we started with our tasks.

Once everything was ready to go we went below and | said to
Johnny, Let's continue where we left off. It was quite warm in the
tunnels so we took our shirts off and started working away,
obviously the rest of the day will but just gauging and cleaning and
tomorrow we will be working on the level again and hopefully with
some positives results.

Johnny and | we both kept gauging with the Jack hammers as if our
life depends on it. We back filled and not to long we had about 8 to
10 feet of drive accomplished but a lot of dirt pulling has to go on.

To make this operation really productive we would have to be either
3 or 4 people, whereby one is gauging, and two moving the mullock,
or two gauging and two moving the mullock, but in our case we both
gauge and then we move the dirt.

And the time has come for dirt moving. Since Johnny’'s drive is
closer to the shaft we start by cleaning up his rubbish first and then
mine. We took it alternative with bucket filling and winch operating.
We managed to have everything cleared out and a nice clean area
to work on our levels. Since we wasted a lot of time this morning
with the pegs and the dozer, put us a bit behind schedule and the
sequence out of focus. So we get back on track | said to Johnny let’s
leave it as is and we start dropping the level tomorrow, you have to
do this on your own as | am needed in the Butcher shop to make
small goods etc. | will be gone for the best part of the morning.
Which gives you time to drop the level. When | come we can start
gauging again and that way we are back in our cycle.

Sounds fair enough Johnny replied, | added let's call it a day as |
have got something else to do, Johnny said yes | might go down to
Gus for a while | have not been out for some time. Good Idea go
and let you hair down.

+++++++

June 2015 Gem & Mineral Shows
more shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-

dates-display/?ShowState=ALL

5-7—CLOVERDALE, CA: Wholesale and retail show; Jennifer Macias,
Cloverdale Historical Society; 215 N. Cloverdale Blvd.; Fri. 10 am-6 pm, Sat.
10 am-4 pm, Sun. 10 am-4 pm; Admission is Free!; Gems, Minerals, Beads,
Jewelry, Rough and Cabbed Turquoise, Native American Jewelry, Crystals,
Grab Bags, Fossils and More! Free Admission For more information e-mail
Jennifer Macias at Karmicbeadsandgems@yahoo.com ; contact Jennifer
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Macias, 1839 Ryan Court, Prescott, AZ 86301, (619) 261-8765; e-mail:
karmicbeadsandgems@yahoo.com

5-7—CO SPRINGS, CO: Annual show; CO Springs Mineralogical Society,
Western Museum of Mining and Industry; 225 Northgate Blvd; Fri. 9:00 am-
5:00 pm, Sat. 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Sun. 9:00 am-4:00 pm; Adults, Seniors +
Students $5.00, Children ages 12 and under are free!; Admission to the
Pikes Peak Gem and Mineral show also includes admission to the Museum
of Mining and Industry. At the museum you will not only get to go to a Gem
and Mineral show but you will get to learn to pan gold, see a working 1928
Osgood steam shovel and stamp mill and see live donkeys. We have an
awesome Kids area and plenty of food and fun for the whole family. This year
we are showcasing Topaz, with folks from the show Prospectors showing
and selling their Topaz. We will also have lectures on Topaz.; contact Kim
Packhm, 87 Plum Creek Rd., Divide, CO 80814, (719) 360-9665; e-mail:
runninboar@hotmail.com; Web site: www.csms.us

5-7—BONNEY LAKE, WA: Annual show; Puyallup Valley Gem & Mineral
Club, Swiss Park; 9205 198th Ave. E.; Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; free
admission; contact Nancy LeMay, PVGMC % Club Show, PO Box 134,
Puyallup, WA 98371, (253) 952-6216; e-mail: bees2knees@att.net; Web
site: www.puyallupgemclub.org

5-7—FLAGSTAFF, AZ: Annual show; Coconino Lapidary Club, Outdoor
Market At Silver Saddle; 9001 N Hwy 89; Fri. 9 am-4 pm, Sat. 9 am-4 pm,
Sun. 9 am-4 pm; Admission is Free!; Coconino Lapidary Club will be having
their 3rd Annual Show. Gems, minerals, fossils, lapidary equipment, jewelry
and findings, slabs, rough, plus gold prospecting equipment and displays will
be available from the vendors. The club sponsors an Education Corner
where they have activities for kids, a magnificent fluorescent display, a make
a fossil area and a rock hunt for kids. Mineral identification. We also sponsor
a raffle drawing. This is a Free Admission outdoor event.; contact Wayne
Scott, (928) 607-3185; e-mail: 4nsgsrocks@gmail.com; Web site:
https://lwww.facebook.com/groups/122043251214208/

6-6—DELTA, CO: Annual show; Delta County Rock Wranglers Club,
Heddles Recreation Center; 530 Gunnison River Drive; Sat. 9:00 am-5:00
pm; Free Admission; Delta County Rock Wranglers "Annual Rock, Gem &
Mineral Show", Saturday, June 6, 2015, 9:00 to 5:00 at the Heddles
Recreation Center, 530 Gunnison River Drive, Delta, CO. Free admission,
lots of dealers, exhibits, door prizes, and family activities.; contact Harry
Masinton, 24662 Sorrento Lane, Cedaredge, CO 81413, (970) 856-3861; e-
mail: masinton@tds.net

6-7—COEUR D'ALENE, ID: Annual show; North ID Mineral Club, Kootenai
County Fairgrounds; 4056 North Government Way; Sat. 9 am-5 pm, Sun. 10
am-4 pm; Adults $3, Children 12 and under Free with adult; contact Bev
Bockman, (208) 773-5384; e-mail: bockbb@aol.com

6-7—NEWPORT, OR: 52nd annual show; OR Coast Agate Club, National
Guard Armory; 541 SW Coast Hwy, Hwy 101; Sat. 10 am-6 pm, Sun. 10 am-
4:30 pm; Adults $2.00, Children 12 and under Free; Service Personnel in
uniform Free admission Facebook: OR Coast Agate Club; contact George
Mazeika, PO Box 293, Newport, OR 97365, (541) 991-0311; Web site:
www.coastagates.org

6-7—GLENDORA, CA: Annual show; Glendora GEMS, Glendora, CA; 859
E. Sierra Madre; Sat. 10 am-5 pm, Sun. 10 am-4 pm; Admission is Free!;
dealers, displays, demonstrations, food, silent auction; contact Bonnie
Bidwell, 1010 E. Mountain View, Glendora, CA 91741, (626) 963-4638; e-
mail: Ybidwell2@aol.com

12-14—LODI, CA: Annual show; CA Federation of Mineralogical Societies
Show, Lodi Grape Festival & Harvest Fair; 413 East Lockeford St.; Fri. 10
am-5 pm, Sat. 10 am-5 pm, Sun. 10 am-4 pm; Adults $6.00, Children under
12 Free with adult; We will have Dealers with rough & polished Rocks,
Gems, Minerals, Fossils, Beads, Craft Tools, Lapidary Equipment, Fine
Jewelry, & more. Showcases, & Competitions Cases, Silent Auction, Raffles,
Door Prizes, 5 Different Speakers, Kids Educational Activities, Lapidary
Demonstrations, & Snack Bar. On Display will be the Golden Bear, Benitoite,
Meteorite from Sutter Mill, the Raw Silver Collection and the Sabor Tooth
Tiger Smilodon. Submitted by Vivien Roberts E-Mail
mvrobertsl@comcast.net; contact Margaret Kolaczyk, CA, (209) 296-5597;
e-mail: markolaczyk@gmail.com; Web site: www.cfmsinc.org
13-14—BUTTE, MT: Annual show; Butte Mineral and Gem Club, Butte Civic
Center Annex; 1340 Harrison Avenue; Sat. 10am-5pm, Sun. 10-5; Admission
= $3, Children under 12 Free if accompanied by an adult; There will be 15
dealers in fossils, minerals, gems, jewelry, etc., 20+ exhibits, a silent auction
and a kid's area.; contact Joe Slouber, PO Box 4492, Butte, MT 59702
13-14—GRAPEVINE, TX: Annual show; Arlington Gem and Mineral Club,
Grapevine Convention Center; 1209 South Main ; Sat. 10 am-6 pm, Sun. 10
am-5 pm; Adults $6.00, Seniors $3.00, Students $6.00, Children $3.00;
Annual Show, Jewelry, Gems, Minerals, Crafts, Exhibits, Classes,
Memberships, Junior Activities Active Military and Scouts free admission;
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contact anastasia chaparro, 2817 Hunter Street, Fort Worth, TX 76112, (817)
739-3833; e-mail: anastasi.chaparro@att.net; Web site: www.agemclub.org
13-14—SAN FRANCISCO, CA: Show and sale; Pacific Crystal Guild, Fort
Mason Center; 2 Marina Blvd.; Sat. 10:00 am-9:00 pm, Sun. 10:00 am-4:00
pm; Adults $8, Children are Free; Two weekends after the close of the
country's biggest gem show in Tucson AZ, the Great San Francisco Crystal
Fair takes place at Fort Mason Center in the toney Marina District of San
Francisco. Crystals mineral beads gems and jewelry - - and over 40 vendors
all under one roof. It's an incredible venue and an incredible show.; contact
Jerry Tomlinson, PO Box 1371, Sausalito, CA 94966, (415) 383-7837; e-
mail: jerry@crystalfair.com; Web site: www.crystalfair.com

19-21—SANDY, UT: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, South
Towne Expo Center; 9575 S State St.; Fri. 10am-6pm, Sat. 10am-6pm, Sun.
10am-5pm; Admission = $7, Children are Free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry,
precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold &
silver, pearls, minerals & much more at manufacturer's prices. Exhibitors
from around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly
door prizes.; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail:
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com

19-21—CARLSBAD, NM: Annual show; Carlsbad Gem and Mineral Society,
Living Desert Zoo and Gardens State Park; 1504 Miehls Rd; Fri. 9:00 am-
5:00 pm, Sat. 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Sun. 9:00 am-2:00 pm; Admission is Free to
Gem Show; If touring the Zoo and Gardens, the park fees apply. Gem show
admittance is free. Educational displays and demonstrations. Exhibits,
vendors, and collectors featuring: specimens, crystals, opal, geodes,
minerals, gemstones, fossils, cabochons, slabs, rough, beads, rocks,
meteorites, Native American and Southwestern Jewelry.; contact Jack
Sewell, NM 88220, (505) 426-7664; e-mail: Information@carlsbadgms.org
25-28—MADRAS, OR: Annual show; All Rockhounds Pow Wow Club of
America, Jefferson County Fairgrounds; Fairgorunds Road; Thu. 9 am-5 pm,
Fri. 9 am-5 pm, Sat. 9 am-5 pm, Sun. 9 am-2 pm; Admission is Free!; Field
Trips leave daily at 8 am (arrive early) Club membership is required to
participate; contact Sandra Vess; e-mail: Madraspowwow@Hotmail.com;
Web site: www.allrockhoundspowwowclubofamerica

26-28—FISHERSVILLE, VA: Annual show; Treasures Of The Earth Gem &
Jewelry Shows, Augusta Expo; 277 Expo Rd., 1-64 Exit 91; Sun. 10-6, Sat.
10-6, Sun. 11-5; $4 (3-day pass), children (under 16) free; beads, pearls,
gemstones, gem trees, wire wrapping, wire sculpture, silversmiths and
goldsmiths, custom work and repairs while you wait, door prizes; contact Van

Wimmer, Show Director, 5273 Bradshaw Rd., Salem, VA 24153, (540) 384-
6047; e-mail: van@toteshows.com; Web site: www.toteshows.com
26-28—SAN DIEGO, CA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc,
Scottish Rite Center; 1895 Camino del Rio S.; Fri. Noon-6pm, Sat. 10am-
6pm, Sun. 10am-5pm; Admission = $7, Children are Free (ages 0-11); Fine
jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals,
gold & silver, pearls, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices.
Exhibitors from around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop.
Free hourly door prizes.; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail:
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com

27-28—CULVER CITY, CA: Annual show; Culver City Rock and Mineral
Show, Veterans Memorial Auditorium; 4117 Overland Blvd.,; Sat. 10:00 am-
6:00 pm, Sun. 10:00 am-5:00 pm; Admission is Free!; The Culver City Rock
and Mineral Club will present its 54th Annual Fiesta of Gems show on
Saturday, June 27, 2015, from 10 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. and Sunday, June 28,
2015, from 10:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. at the Veterans Memorial Auditorium,
4117 Overland Blvd., Culver City, CA 90230. This year the featured gem
stone is Quartz Crystals. Admission and parking are free. Fiesta of Gems
Show offers over 35 gem and mineral dealers from CA, NM ,and AZ who will
sell minerals, gems, slabs, cabochons, beads, and jewelry findings. The
Culver City Rock and Mineral Club members will exhibit gem and mineral
works of art, jewelry pieces, and private collections of gems and minerals.
There will be classes throughout the weekend introducing various techniques
of jewelry making. ; contact Janice Metz, CA, (310) 850-4398; e-mail:
janicemtz@yahoo.com; Web site: http://www.culvercityrocks.org/fiesta.htm

Visit Rockaway Opals
Select Cup Opals

Australian...Ethiopian...Black...Crystal...Boulder

Fine Opal Jewelry
Custom Designed by Artists
www.rockawayopals.com

Custom Creative Gem Cutting

Stan M. McCall

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs
Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones
(714) 220-9282
6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
custom-creative@eatrthlink.net
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available

TIKKA OPALS

E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com
phone: +61-7-55469324
mobile: +61-417-421205

Advertise in this Space!
Business Card Size: $5 per month
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month

Half Page Size: $20 per month

Full Page Size: $40 per month

Contact:
The Opal Express C/O
Jim Pisani
P.O. Box 4875
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org

The Opal Express The American Opal Society
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) émgUNT
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $30

SELECTONE | New MEMBERS $40

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE_(Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:
American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at

http://opalsociety.org/aos application by web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account
is membership@opalsociety.org.

NAME

BUSINESS NAME

< NAME BADGE ORDER FORM:

YOU WISH IT TO APPEAR
CITy STATE ON YOUR BADGE using up
to two (2) lines of text for
ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) your name, nickname, or
name of your opal related
PHONE - Home PHONE - Business FAX business.
«C ) «C ) ¢ )
E-MAIL
WEBSITE
OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be

included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information
above, please note that on the application.

O Address

Please sign here:

[ Phone

O E-mail

[ wWebsite
Date

The Opal Express is published monthly by
The American Opal Society.
Copyright 2015. All rights reserved.
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to:
The Opal Express C/O
Jim Pisani

Reserved.
Editor-Jim Pisani

P.O. Box 4875

Are Your Dues Due Now?

PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-
MAIL. There should be a date that shows the current month/year of
your membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues
are overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue.

A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note,
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not
received you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership
thereafter. It is your responsibility to assure your dues are current.
Thank you,

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

E-mail:

The Opal Express

editor@opalsociety.org

The American Opal Society

The Editor
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P.O. Box 4875

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

Volume #48 Issue #6 TO!

June 2015

Some Topics In This Issue:

e $3 Million Black Opal Goes on Sale
in Las Vegas

e Opal-Inspired Material Changes
Color When Stretched

e The Story of Victoria Stone

e Dog Discovers $18,000 Diamond
While Sniffing a Bush

e Lorraine Schwartz Opals with the
Stars ”ne

e Rags to Riches: Ch. 46 - The Narrow
Escape

Live Opal Auction!

June 11" General Meeting

Tenth AOS Live Auction!!! . 1
Bring your opal, gems, jewelry, etc.

to make a few $$$!

Bring your $$$ to get some great
deals!

Katella Ave.

Brookhfirst St
Euclid Ave.

Magnolip Ave.
Gilbert Pt.

il

Chapman Ave.

— GENERAL MEETINGS —
2nd Thurs. of the Month
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM

Garden Grove Civic Women'’s Club Garden Grove Blvd.
9501 Chapman Ave. \

Garden Grove, CA 92841 . .
(NE corner of Gilbert & Chapman)

MEETING ACTIVITIES Meetlng Locatlon
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 22 Freeway

Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities #

The American Opal Society
http://OpalSociety.org

Pete Goetz President (714) 530-3530  email: mpgl1022@aol.com

Russ Madsen Treasurer (562) 884-2254  email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net
Jim Pisani Editor & Webmaster  (714) 815-4638 email: editor@opalsociety.org
Veronica Purpura Show Chairman (714) 974-3982  email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com
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