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Members Only Website Password 
Name: “member“; Password: “opallife”. 
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October Speaker Recap – Stan McCall 
Our October speaker was Stan McCall sharing a bit of his life and 
career as a bench jeweler and beyond. 
Stan gave a great talk about what it is like being a custom jeweler.  
Stan said he wasn’t an ‘”artist” but more of a ‘craftsman”.  He talked 
about his customers, who had long-term specific demands for a 
specific type of stone, to the work he did for other jewelers, where 
time was more important. 
 
Stan also gave us a great description of his worm raising business, 
that he sells to composters and sportsman.  He told us how he 
started it when he realized no one else was doing it in the area and 
how it grew to be a substantial business, with him growing hundreds 
of thousands of worms per year. 
 
Thanks Stan for the great insight! 
 

 

 

 

Stan McCall 

 

Stan McCall Pendant 

American Opal Society Calendar 
Date General Meeting Topic / Speaker 

10/08/15 Opal & Gem Show Work Session 

11/07/15 
48th Annual Opal, Gem, & 
Jewelry Show 

11/08/15 
48th Annual Opal, Gem, & 
Jewelry Show 

11/12/15 Opal Show Recap 

12/12/15 AOS Christmas Party Potluck 
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Sutra’s Australian Opal Doublet Bib Necklace 
By Jennifer Heebner, Senior Editor, March 31, 2015 

 
At Baselworld last week, Sutra owners, husband-and-wife team 
Divyanshu Navlakha and Arpita Parikh, debuted myriad tanzanite, 
angel skin coral, and diamond numbers, but it was an opal doublet 
necklace that made me swoon. I tried it on for a #sutraselfie on 
Instagram and became convinced that it was made for me (how 
sweet of Sutra!). 

The bib style has 117 cts. t.w. of Lightning Ridge Australian opal 
doublets, 53 cts. t.w. sapphires, and 46 cts. t.w. diamonds in 18k 
blackened gold. The price: $150,000—a pittance for the person with 
the right paycheck. 
Bib necklace in 18k blackened gold with 117 cts. t.w. Lightning 
Ridge Australian opal doublets, 53 cts. t.w. sapphires, and 46 cts. 
t.w. diamonds, $150,000 
The Style 360 blog is your editorial source for jewelry trends, 
market analysis, trade show insights, designer profiles, and more. 
From http://www.jckonline.com   
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Award to Honor Late Opal Carver 
April 9, 2015 

The late Christine Roussell was a pioneer of the concept on which 
the International Opal Jewellery Design Awards Competition was 
founded. 
The concept of carving freeform and/or undulating opal was 
considered to be a value adding process for miners and an 
alternative to conventional calibrated stones. 
Christine shared the following thoughts on opal and this concept: 
“Opal can be a heart-breaking gemstone to cut but the joy of seeing 
those incredible colours emerge, together with the constant 
challenge and the excitement of discovery makes opal carving a 
wonderful and addictive pursuit’. 
The guiding principle of opal carving is not to impose a 
predetermined shape on the rough opal, but to observe carefully and 
be guided by it, conserving the precious gemstone colours by 
removing inclusions and other flaws, then seeking to create the best 
use of the natural shape and play of colours.’’ 
In honour of the late Christine Roussell’s inspiring contribution to the 
opal industry and the craft of opal carving, the $2000 cash award 
known as the ‘Christine Roussell Award’ sponsored by Danny and 
Michelle Hatcher, will be an ongoing incentive at successive 
IOJDAA competitions. 
The Christine Roussell Award will be nominated by the IOJDAA 
judges. 
The award will be for the best overall carved piece which can be 
figurative, abstract, a loose carving or one set in jewellery. 
The only criteria is that the opal must have an undulated surface. 
Full details of this and all awards that may be entered in this 
competition are available online where you can also download your 
entry form from. 
www.iojdaa.com.au Email: iojdaa@bigponde.com Phone: 02 6829 
0203; M: 0428 292 118 
From http://www.theridgenews.com./ 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
The following are the final chapters of the book From Rags to 
Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters were published 
in the Opal Express from May 2011 through Nov. 2013.  The 
Editor 
 
From Rags to Riches 

Chapter 50 – “The New Claim” 
I had my Shower and said, I just pop across to Trevor as I was going 
I heard a Car pull up, I open the door and there was Klaus and 
Ludwig, ‘Hey Guy’s come on in’ they said hello and came in and 
they had a few bottles of beer in an Esky. Klaus said I hope we did 
not interrupt anything, we do this spontaneous things, particular 
when we are on the way to Adelaide or the summer month.’ Oh how 
come, I said? “It is getting very hot here and we rather be in 
Adelaide and enjoy cooler weather. ‘Klaus replied. Ok so when are 
you heading off I said, actually right now, we just have one beer with 
you and ask you what we would like you to do for us while we’re 
gone.’ And what is that, I asked, Ludwig looked sheepishly and said 
‘well we got the Generator in the car as we do not like to leave it at 
White Dam just to be stolen, so If we can leave it with you to look 
after it till we came back, you can use it of course, and the other 

It’s Almost Here!!! 
The American Opal Society’s 48th Annual 

OPAL & GEM SHOW 
 

The Largest Opal Show in USA! 
Sat. Nov. 7, 2015 - 10AM - 6PM 

Sun. Nov. 8, 2015 - 10 AM - 5PM 
 

Opal and Gem Dealers from the USA and Australia. 
Rough and Cut Opals; gemstones; jewelry & supplies. 
Huge Raffle many prizes of gemstones, jewelry, tools, 

etc. 
Free Opal Seminars on Saturday with Paid Admission. 
Free Demonstrations on gem cutting, jewelry making, 

etc. 
 

Same location as last year! 
The Phoenix Club - Festhalle 

1340 S. Sanderson Ave., Anaheim, CA 92806 

 

Dealer spots are still 
available! 

If you are interested, contact us ASAP! 
‘ 

Veronica Pupura 

(714) 974-3982 angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com 
Jim Pisani 

(714) 815-4638, editor@opalsociety.org 

http://sutrajewels.com/
http://instatagphoto.com/sutraselfie/
https://instagram.com/p/0fvHw5Dw1c/?taken-by=jenniferheebner
http://www.jckonline.com/blogs/style-360
http://www.jckonline.com/
http://www.theridgenews.com./
mailto:angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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thing is the Cement Mixer, if you could pick it up tomorrow and bring 
it down here and again you can use it, and for that you need the 2 
KVA Generator.’ I said well that’s very kind of you and we shall take 
good care of it, and when will you be back, I asked. Ludwig said 
‘most likely depending on the weather of course about end of 
February.’ Well, well, I said what a surprise, I do envy you to some 
degree, But we are really not in the position to go any holiday, But I 
am very pleased with the loan of your equipment, Johnny will first 
thing to go out there and pick up the Mixer,’ Well let’s have a toast to 
a successful holiday for your guys and a save journey I said, we 
drank and the guys said, we better get a move on as we would like 
to in Adelaide first thing in the morning, Klaus said. 
They got up and hugged and kissed Chris on the cheek and shook 
our hands, and walked out, Johnny and I got the Generator out of 
their car and they got in waved and drove off. 
So we have light now for the next couple of month and can clean our 
rubble as well at home. We took the Generator and put it in the shed 
with the fuel container. Johnny you better head out there tomorrow 
earlier so we do not lose too much time with the moving of the winch 
etc. I will be at the claim by 9 am, I am going to see the boys 
regarding tomorrow. I went across and saw Trevor who was sitting 
outside and drinking a cuppa. I told him what happened and ask him 
if they be able to help us tomorrow, we meet at the claim at 9 am, 
Trevor checked with Rob, and he acknowledged no problem with 
that. 
I also told him that we don’t have to encroach on them in reference 
of using their mixer, they were happy for us. So I left and went back 
home and said. 
‘Maybe this is a good omen’ let’s hope so Johnny retorted, we have 
to look and see how the Generator will fit on the Ute with the 
compressor on there.” I replied, actually I was thinking of leaving the 
Compressor at the claim, drive some steel star droppers in the 
ground and chaining it down, with a heavy chain and cover it up with 
a tarp.’ Chris said, ‘is it not too risky,’ I replied ‘fortunately it is not a 
commodity like something you can just hook up on a tow bar of a car 
and tow it away.’ I think it will be quite safe and we still can leave the 
hoses etc. in the shaft. 
There would have to be at least three people taking it down from the 
Mullock heap, so it is not an easy stealing commodity. We will do 
this tomorrow as well I said, Johnny when you come back from 
White Dam with the Mixer, drop it off and pick up from Laszlo 4 Steel 
Posts and a chain, I will see him in the morning and get him to weld 
quickly a couple of large eyelets on the Steel Posts, unfortunately I 
can fit them in to the VW. I will be at the claim with Trevor and Rob. 
The weather is definitely warming up; it is already here at 9:30pm 24 
degrees Celsius, and no breeze. I just hope that tomorrow will be 
not so hot when we have to do all this work in the blazing sun. I 
suggested we call it a night and head off to bed, Beatrix is asleep 
already and Chris has to go and have her shower, I am all done for 
the night and so is Johnny, who said good night and went to his 
room. 
Chris joined me after a while in bed and we talked about the time 
when the baby will be due which is in August. I assured her 
everything will be fine we might not be on the field still if we find 
what I am chasing; if not then when the time comes I have Johnny 
Lyons fly us to Port Augusta or if things don’t work out this way, I am 
sure they have all the facilities here in the Hospital, and if there is no 
Dr. on duty the local Nurses would be fully trained in child birth 
procedures.’ Chris said why do you give me all this lecture, I am not 
worried about the baby, I am concerned about you, these changes 
you go through with our claim etc. and will the money cover 
everything you want to do, I replied, Darling, how much we have in 
the safe? She replied, there should be $ 3,500.00 If you did not take 
any money, I told her there is no need for me to take any money as I 
have the wages from the Shop, actually speaking when we clean up 
all of the last lot, I am sure there should be another two to three 
thousand coming, by what I have seen we have, Chris replied that 
much?, yes I said, and if this is the case the we are well ahead, I am 

thinking of paying the $ 1,000 And finalise the House. I know I need 
$ 850 for the improvements I want to make here. But we shall see 
what happens. Night Sweetheart I kissed Chris good night, turned 
over and fell asleep in no time. 
The next morning I was rearing to go. I did not waste much time; I 
gulped down my coffee kissed my two favorite women good bye and 
drove down to see Laszlo. Not much time was wasted there also, he 
understood exactly what I wanted, and he suggested something 
even better, which was a U-frame with a toggle leg on the bottom, 
when they wanted to pull it out of the ground it opens up and could 
not be pulled out it had to be dug up. I told him I have it, please give 
everything to Johnny, but I pay you right now, He told me I can have 
it $ 30 including Chain and padlock, he gave me instructions and I 
fully understood the principle. I shook his hand and went to the 
shop. 
I did not take much and the shop was ready to be set up. Doug 
came and said hello a few niceties were exchanged, he told me the 
shop is running very well and he is pleased and so is the Co-Op 
Board. 
He gave me the pay packet, and I got my meat and put it in the 
fridge at the main shop so I can pick it up on my way home. 
I said to Doug, I would like him and his wife come to dinner to our 
place one day and I will serve him a real Austrian Meal he never 
forgets, knowing Doug loving good food I would get a bit at this offer. 
He said sounds good you tell me the day and we be there. 
Great I check with Chris and let you know tomorrow. He 
acknowledged and I went to the car to go to the claim. Just as 
arrived there were Trevor and Rob already there and they had 
dismantled the winch and the entire guy wire system ready to move 
and set up Hi Boys what a lovely surprise, I could have stayed in 
bed if I knew you were that efficient, and I gave them a stupid grin 
Ok Smartarse, where do you want this monstrosity. I pointed to the 
claim with the nice new pegs and said right there and pointed to the 
shaft. Rob said ‘you have to have a road put in to bring the Ute 
closer, so you can use the compressor. I told them what I am 
proposing with it and they agreed, well there are 4 of us so we 
should have no problem carrying it over here and putting on top of 
the mullock which is not too deep so we will hit virgin ground when 
we drive the steel in. Great, I replied, hey look here comes Johnny 
the council worker; he carried the two U-Shaped steel bars and a 
chain with him. 
Howdy Boys, how come you not finished, I was taken my time so I 
can see the finished product, and he smiled,” Right “O” Let’s get on 
with it I replied, Johnny you grab the mast and the base plate and 
we carry the guy wires. Once you have the base plate in place we 
spread out the wires at 90 degrees from each other. We went and 
got the mast which Johnny was carrying and the base plate, we 
carried the guy wires, and he put the Base plate down so the winch 
arm is centered above the shaft. Johnny slid the mast on the spike 
of the base plate and held it upright. We placed the guy wires in 
proximity where they will have to go. We then went and got the four 
back axles which we used as the anchors for the guys. I got the 
Sledge hammer from the Ute and said ok who wants to be first, 
Trevor had his axle in the guy loop and said Let me have it, I went 
over there and started pounding the axle in the ground with very 
powerful swings of the Sledgehammer When the Axle was into and 
protruding about 6 inches I stopped, I gasped to catch my breath. 
Trevor said, ‘Ok my turn, Rob held the axle at the right angle and 
Trevor pounded it in to the same height. The same was applied to 
the other two guy wires. 
Once pounded in Johnny let the mast go and we walked around and 
adjusted the turnbuckle so the wire became taut. The mast looked 
very straight but I insist we put the spirit level on it. Johnny went to 
get level from the Ute and put it on the mast and to our surprise only 
out in one direction which 5 turns of the turnbuckle fixed perfectly. I 
went to get the flange which supports the winch and bolted it on the 
mast where the marks are. The boys went and got the winch and 
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carried over and lifted it on the flange, I slapped the shackle across 
and put the locking bolts in and the job was complete. 
It took the best part of two hours to move the winch, Johnny went 
down the old shaft with the rope and tied all the hoses, the light 
cable on and I pulled them up. He then got the bottom ladder, and 
lifted it up which Trevor took, then the next ladder, Johnny came up 
and had the spike with him, we then took the last ladder and that 
was it. The Old shaft was empty. 
We had a little breather and got the compressor next, which was 
bloody heavy even the four of us struggled with it getting up on the 
mullock heap and place it in close proximity to the shaft but without 
any interference of the emptying buckets. Johnny got the contraption 
which Laszlo gave us and Johnny new all about its functionality and 
which way it has to be hammered in to the ground, I was not really 
interested how it works all I want, to have the Compressor securely 
chained up. Which by the looks of it is doing a great job, after 
hammering in these U shaped steel constructions; we tried to 
remove them by pulling on it two at a time, it did not budge. Rob said 
this is fantastic; I like to see someone trying to nicking the 
compressor, the need a Jackhammer. We all laughed and put the 
chains around it, we hooked the hoses up and lowered them down 
in to the new shaft as well as the light cable with the light boards. 
Johnny just for curiosity started the compressor and he said this 
bloody thing is much quieter than before. Rod replied, of course 
before it was drumming on the metal Ute tray, and echoing like mad. 
That’s great I said, well another win. 
I had a swig of the water bag and offered it around which all of us 
had a drink. 
Hey Guy’s I have to tell you I am most grateful for your effort. 
No problem Pete, I am sure one day you will return the favor; you 
can bank on that my friend I replied. 
Well the whole thing took us 5 hours I said, I am putting a motion 
forward that we call it a day, unless you Trevor and Rob have more 
to do urgently, if not then I would like you to join Johnny and me at 
Gus’s place for a couple of beers and some meat pies.’ Without any 
hesitation from any one it was like an exodus we were heading for 
the cars. I said to Johnny put the tarp over and tie it up, and we see 
you at Gus’s place. He nodded and I drove off and followed Trevor 
and Rob. 
At Gus we ordered our beers and Meat Pies, Johnny arrived very 
quickly and joined us. I said ‘Guy’s let’s have toast to success and 
prosperity, and let’s hope Mother Nature opens her Gates to the 
Miraculous Rainbow Rock. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Here’s a great old article on some lost California History.  The 
ruins of the Inyo Bucket Brigade are still preserved in the 
desert climate and accessible to very hardy and experienced 
hikers.  For the arm-chair hiker, the tram frameworks are visible 
on Google Maps, with beginning coordinates at 36.53385, -
117.91893.  The Editor 

 

We Hiked the Inyo Bucket Brigade 
 
The Saline Valley tramway on California's Mojave Desert was a 
bold mining venture—13 miles of steel cable over the rugged 
Inyo Mountains. 

By Robert O. Greenawalt 
 

Value of the extremely concentrated salt deposit in Saline Valley, a 
raw desolate trough west of Death Valley, was early recognized by 
mining men—but between the salt lake and a transportation outlet to 
the waiting markets of Southern California was the massive barrier 
of the Inyo Mountains. This rocky ridge abruptly rises 7000 feet 
above the lake. The Saline Valley Salt Company engineers made 
bold plans: a 13.4 mile tramway over the Inyos to a discharge 
terminal near Swansea, historic eastern shore port on Owens Lake 
when that lake held its due share of water. 
After two arduous years of mule powered construction, the system 
began operating in 1913. Capable of hourly transporting 20 tons of 
what local residents claim is still "the purest salt in the world," and 
cutting four arrow-straight swaths in its right-of- way over the 

 

The author and one of the saline valley tram buckets. Steel 
container held about 800 pounds of salt. Its two-wheel carriage 
rode the stationary smooth track cable while the automatic grip 
below attached itself to the moving traction rope. 



 

The Opal Express The American Opal Society   October 2015  Page 5 

mountains, the line was routed from the salt lake's south shore up 
precipitous Daisy Canyon, across the summit saddle between 
10,668- foot New York Butte and 9705-foot Pleasant Mountain, and 
then down across a series of brushy canyons past pock-marked 
striated cliffs to the floor of Owens Valley. The discharge terminal 
was connected with Keeler by the Southern Pacific narrow gage 
railroad line, the posted stop of "Tramway" adequately handling the 
salt trade. 
Not only did the multiple steel strings supported by heavy wooden 
frameworks represent one of the world's longest tramways at that 
time —13 miles of cable line in the year 1913—the salt tram 
provided the highest lift, and few would dispute the fact that the tram 
traversed a finger of the most rugged terrain on earth. 
For 17 years of intermittent operation by several companies the salt 
tram's nearly 300 buckets made the slow round trips from loading 
terminal to discharge terminal. In 1930 the Depression — and 
competition from better sodium chloride deposits — wrote an end to 
the mining venture. I have long been interested in this project. Last 
summer I hiked along the bucket brigade, heeding the advice of a 
number of long-time Owens Valley residents who answered my 
queries concerning the present condition of the tram with: "Can't tell 
you much about it, you'll have to go up the mountain and see for 
yourself." 
The daybreak hour of a Saturday morn found five companions and 
me huddled around a campfire munching breakfast. We had 
camped off Highway 190 near the several weathered cabins that 
mark Swansea and the discharge terminal site. Only numerous 
concrete footings, a small pile of dust-laden salt, and the ruts of an 
uprooted railway spur give evidence of the discharge terminal's 
position. Before shipping, the stockpiled salt was crushed at this 
site. 
Our party was split into two teams: hikers and drivers. The hikers, 
Don Minassian, Fred Duerst and I, would make our ascent of the 
western face of the mountain that day. The drivers, Hugh Parshall, 
Andy Kocela and Roily Shehyn, were to take our vehicles over a 
16.5 mile roundabout jeep trail and set up camp at the tram summit. 
With a "See you before dark, and have supper ready," we were on 
our way. We climbed the near ridge hand over foot and soon 

reached our first massive framework. It stands several hundred feet 
above the highway, but is barely visible to passing motorists. The 
cables were supported along the 13 mile up-and-down-hill route by 
39 such major structures. Between them, 123 80-foot-high 
intermediate towers kept the cargo off the ground along the parallel 
slopes and more shallow canyons. 
 
Carted Off Wood 

All of the structures within easy access of roads, including both 
terminals, have long since been carted off—easy prey of the wood 
gatherers and junk dealers. Used lumber can be very precious on 
the sparsely populated desert. The stout 10x10s are especially 
prized. But because most of this jagged range is inaccessible, 
especially the eastern slopes, the mountain will be as reluctant to 
give up its tram as it was to receive it. 
The morning climb was rugged, and the panorama of the broad 
expanse of Owens Valley became more impressive at each new 
height. Into view on the far side of the lake came the ribbon formed 
by the Southern Pacific's "Jawbone" broad gage. The construction of 
this railroad north from Mojave in 1911 was largely responsible for 
the tram's creation. The broad gage joined the narrow rails at 
Owenyo. 
Near one of the towers we found a small rattlesnake shading itself 
near a corner footing. In the higher country we came across four 
remote operators' cabins, a couple in the same condition as they 
were when their inhabitants left them for the last time. 
 
Bleached White 

The western slope's towers, some void of cables, are bleached a 
dull white. Many of the steel buckets that formed the brigade still 
cling to their steadfast cables high over deep canyons. Other wire 
ropes, victims of vandals' hacksaws, lie limply on the ground as their 
twisted containers rest half-buried in churned-over cloudburst debris. 
Near the 7000-foot contour friendly pinyon pines began to appear, 
and joined by juniper and mountain mahogany, they accompanied 
us to the summit. 
We were well spent as we approached the crest. Within whistling 
distance of camp, a shout from one of the drivers enlightened our 
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spirits. Dinner was ready, as promised, and the sleeping bags were 
laid out on • the pleasant veranda of the summit operator's six-room 
house. This is an impressive campsite — 8700 feet in altitude, 
surrounded by a beautifully fragrant forest, and far below the sight of 
creeping headlights of Sierra motorists. 
The sparkling night was void of all sound, but it was not this way 
when the tram was in operation. This was a busy place with a 
bucket of Saline salt raising its head over the eastern crest almost 
every minute. From the opposite direction an empty bucket would 
come jogging through the pines, and then disappear. 
 
Control Points 

The summit station motors drove two of the five sections that formed 
the continuous circuit. Each station housed equipment for controlling 
the electrically-driven traction ropes that provided the thrust for the 
two-hour journey. 
The parallel stationary track cables were eight feet apart, and the 
buckets, holding 800 pounds of salt and suspended from two-wheel 
carriages, rode the smooth track cables. Automatic grips attached 
the buckets to the moving ropes. 
 
The Last Leg 

The three drivers left early in the morning, their destination the same 
as ours: the salt lake on the floor of Saline Valley. Their route was 
along the crest of the mountains to the old mining camp of Cerro 
Gordo, back to the highway at Keeler, and then a 50-mile J-loop 
around the mountains to the lake. We hikers took the shorter, but far 
more difficult, direct route to the lake. It was almost straight-down 

hiking which can be as arduous as climbing. We entered Daisy 
Canyon on a poor trail. Here the wooden tram structures were 
seasoned to a rich reddish hue, reflecting the difference in exposure 
received on this side of the mountain from that of the western slope. 
If the view from the summit station westward across Owens Valley is 
superb, the view eastward down the dizzy slopes of Daisy Canyon 
and across forbidding Saline Valley, 7000 feet below, is sensational. 
Keeping us company along the way were several coveys of chukar 
partridges. They had far less trouble than we in following the dim 
trails down the canyon. The tram line made three wild broad jumps 
over the gorge, and how the engineers ever pushed this project 
through is nothing short of incredible. 
 
Three Lakes Below 

We stopped to rest at the Section I control station on the lower 
mountain slopes. From this vantage point the Saline Valley lake 
became three lakes: the dry playa, the salt lake, and to the west a 
fresh water lake. The latter body of water is frequented by many 
birds. A black speck on the shores of the salt lake indicated the 
position of our transportation. 
At this control station, whose stable still contains a supply of straw, 
the cables turned a sharp angle for a beeline northward to the 
loading terminal which we reached in late afternoon. The dock is 
marked today by small pieces of lumber rent into grotesque shapes 
by salt action. We joined the birds for a dip in the fresh water lake, 
and much refreshed we settled down for an evening around a 
cheery campfire. Behind us, hidden by night, was the half-million 
dollar monument to a marvelous project that wasn't worth its salt 
financially. 
From Desert Magazine AUGUST, 1959 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

October 2015 Gem & Mineral Shows 
more shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-
dates-display/?ShowState=ALL 
9-11—SACRAMENTO, CA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, 
Scottish Rite Center; 6151 H St; Fri. Noon-6 pm, Sat. 10 am-6 pm, Sun. 10 
am-5 pm; Students, Adults and Seniors $7, Children ages 0-11 are free!; 
Fine jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, 
crystals, gold & silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. 
Exhibitors from around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. 
Free hourly door prizes. ; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: 
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com 
9-10-11—WALNUT CREEK, CA: Show and sale; Pacific Crystal Guild, Civic 
Park Community Center; 1371 Civic Drive; Sat. 10:00 am-6:00 pm, Sun. 
10:00 am-4:00 pm; Adults $8, Children are Free; The Fall Contra Costa 
Crystal Fair in Walnut Creek hosts over 35 vendors -gems, minerals, 
crystals, gem & jewelry.; contact Jerry Tomlinson, PO Box 1371, Sausalito, 
CA 94966, (415) 238-7564; e-mail: jerry@crystalfair.com; Web site: 
www.crystalfair.com 
10-11—ANDERSON, CA: Annual show; Shasta Gem & Mineral Society, Inc, 
Shasta District Fairgrounds; 1890 Briggs Street; Sat. 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Sun. 
10:00 am-4:00 pm; Admission is Free!; Free Family Fun! Demonstrations, 
gold panning, raffle, kids arena, dealers selling jewelry, beads, minerals, 
fossils, silent auctions, food and more.; contact Kelly O\\\'Leary, (530) 722-
7133; e-mail: shastagemandmineral@gmail.com; Web site: 
shastagemandmineral.com 
10-11—GRASS VALLEY, CA: Annual show; NV County Gem & Mineral 
Society, NV County Fairgrounds; McCourtney Road; Sat. 10 am-5 pm, Sun. 
10 am-5 pm; Adults $2.00, Seniors $2.00, Students with teacher - Free 
Showcase exhibits, Demonstrators, Children\\\'s Corner Activities, Children 
under 12 - Free; Showcase Exhibits, Demonstrators, Young Rock Hounds 
Corner, Fluorescent Display, Silent Auction, Raffle drawing every half hour, 
Grand Raffle Drawing at Show Closing, Gigantic Cave Bear Skeleton Display 
- Something for Everyone!; contact Anita Wald-Tuttle, 6 Rockwood Drive #6, 
Grass Valley, CA 95945-5607, (530) 277-6195; e-mail: 
anitaw1t3@gmail.com 
11-11—FALLBROOK, CA: Annual show; Fallbrook Gem and Mineral 
Society, Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Museum; 123 W. Alvarado St.; Sun. 
9:00 am-4:00 pm, Daily -; Free, Free, Free, Free; The Fallbrook Fall Festival 
of Gems and Minerals will be held on October 11, 2015, by the Fallbrook 
Gem and Mineral Society. The event will feature: gem, mineral, and fossil 

http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
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vendors; panning for minerals; geode cracking; gem identification; raffles; 
and more. Vendors will sell a variety of gems, minerals, fossils, jewelry, and 
related items. The Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Society Museum will be open 
(admission is always free) during the show. Food and drink will be available 
for purchase.The Fall Festival will take place on W. Alvarado Street (the 
street will be closed to traffic between Main and Pico Avenues) at Main 
Avenue, in downtown Fallbrook, CA. ; contact Mishell Rose, 123 W. Alvarado 
St., Fallbrook, CA 92028, (760) 728-1130; e-mail: fgms@sbcglobal.net; Web 
site: www.fgms.org 
16-18—COSTA MESA, CA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, OC 
Fair & Event Center; 88 Fair Dr; Fri. Noon-6 pm, Sat. 10 am-6 pm, Sun. 10 
am-5 pm; Students, Adults + Seniors $7, Children ages 0 - 11 are free; Fine 
jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, 
gold & silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from 
around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door 
prizes. ; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; 
Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com 
17-17—WEST HILLS, CA: Annual show; Woodland Hills Rock Chippers, 
First United Methodist Church; 22700 Sherman Way; Sat. 10:00 am-5:00 pm; 
Admission is Free; Our 2015 show features Dealers, Displays, a Country 
Store, Silent Auctions, Games, Food, Rocks, Fossils, and Demonstrations. 
There will be free Hourly Drawings, and a Prize Raffle that is held during our 
show. The Two Raffle Grand Prizes are $50.00 each, with many other prizes. 
Tickets for the Prize Raffle can be purchased at the show, ticket holders do 
not need to be present to win. Our Future Rockhounds of America will man 
the games table and have Collection Starter Kits available. They will also 
have a crafts table where visitors can make projects for a small fee. FOOD- 
There is a great menu for our Show Kitchen. Sandwiches and other food 
items, plus Cookies, Pies, Drinks and more. DISPLAYS- Members Cases, 
display of our FRA youth\'s projects and collections. RAFFLE- Two $50.00 
GRAND PRIZES. Plus more prizes: Winner does not have to be present to 
win. Hourly Prizes all Day too! COUNTRY STORE- Pre-Loved items, 
Lapidary Journal, Jewelry, Gem Magazines, videos, books, kitchen ware, 
glass ware, knick-knacks, etc. Goodies at good prices. ; contact Mary Beth 
Pio, 20652 Lassen St, Space 27, Chatsworth, CA 91311; e-mail: 
show@rockchippers.org ; Web site: www.rockchippers.org 
17-18—WHITTIER, CA: Annual show; Whittier Gem & Mineral Society, 
Whittier Community Center; 7630 WA Ave; Sat. 10 am-5 pm, Sun. 10 am-5 
pm; Admission is Free; The Whittier Gem and Mineral Society’s annual show 

“Rocks Rock” will be held on October 17th and 18th, 2015, 10 am to 5 pm. 
The show will be held at the Whittier Community Center, 7630 WA Ave., 
Whittier (corner of Mar Vista and WA Ave). Free admission and parking. 
There will be vendors featuring minerals, jewelry, gems, and collectables and 
members demonstrating different aspects of the lapidary hobby. For more 
information call 626 260-7239.; contact Marcia Goetz 
17-18—PLACERVILLE, CA: Annual show; EL DORADO COUNTY MINERAL 
& GEM SOCIETY, Placerville, CA; Placerville Fairgrounds, 100 Placerville 
Drive; Sat. 10 am-5 pm, Sun. 10 am-5 pm; Adults $4.00, 12 and under are 
free; EDCM&G Society's 32nd Annual Rock & Gem Show. This year's theme 
is agate. Displays, dealers and demonstrations and more. Minerals, gems, 
jewelry, beads, fossils, geodes, petrified wood, gold, opal, meteorites, 
lapidary materials, rough rock and equipment. Lot of free activities for the 
kids. Buy a geode and watch us cut it open for you! Raffle drawings and door 
prizes. Buy lunch at our popular concession booth.; contact Karen Newlin, 
4232 Gailey Circle, Cameron Park, CA 95682, (530) 676-1643; e-mail: 
k.m.newlin@comcast.net; Web site: www.rockandgemshow.org 
17-18—SEDONA, AZ: Show and sale; Sedona Gem and Mineral Club, 
Sedona Red Rock High School; 995 Upper Red Rock Loop Rd; Sat. 10:00 
am-5:00 pm, Sun. 10:00 am-4:00 pm; Adults $3, Children under 12 free!; 
16th annual show and sale.indoors and outdoors, 40+ dealers, displays, Kids 
Corner, hourly and grand raffle prizes, minerals, agates, gemstones, copper, 
jewelry, lapidary tools and supplies.; contact Bill Schwartz, 75 Sheath Dr, 
Sedona, AZ 86336, (928) 821-3900; e-mail: bschwar13@msn.com; Web site: 
www.sedonagemandmineral.org 
23-25—SANTA ROSA, CA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, 
Sonoma County Fairgrounds; 1350 Bennett Valley Rd; Fri. Noon-6 pm, Sat. 
10 am-6 pm, Sun. 10 am-5 pm; Students, Adults + Seniors $7, Children ages 
0-11 are free!; Fine jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of 
beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s 
prices. Exhibitors from around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you 
shop. Free hourly door prizes. ; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-
mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com 
-25—LOS ALTOS, CA: Annual show; Peninsula Gem and Geology Society, 
Los Altos Youth Center; One No. San Antonio; Sat. 10 am-5 pm, Sun. 10 
am-5 pm; Admission $4.00, Children $2.00; contact Steve Jobe, (408) 834-
5384; e-mail: steve_jobe@sbcglobal.net; Web site: http://pggs.org/ 
 

 

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 
Stan M. McCall 

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist 
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs 

Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing 
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones 

(714) 220-9282 

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630 
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/ 

custom-creative@earthlink.net 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available 

TIKKA OPALS 
E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au 

www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com 
phone: +61-7-55469324 
mobile: +61-417-421205 

Advertise in this Space! 
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month 
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month 

Half Page Size: $20 per month 
Full Page Size: $40 per month 

Contact: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
mailto:custom-creative@earthlink.net
mailto:mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
http://www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com/
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application 

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) 
AMOUNT 
PAID 

DUES: 
SELECT ONE 

RENEWING MEMBERS $30   

NEW MEMBERS $40   

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10   

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE (Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5   

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10   

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:  

 

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to: 

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at 
http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal 
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account 
is membership@opalsociety.org.  

 

NAME 
 

BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX 

CITY STATE 

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) 

PHONE - Home 
(        ) 

PHONE - Business 
(        ) 

FAX 
(        ) 

E-MAIL 

WEBSITE 

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be 
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information 
above, please note that on the application. 

 Address  Phone  E-mail  Website   

Please sign here: ________________________________________ Date _____________ 
 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 
The American Opal Society. 

Copyright 2015. All rights reserved. 
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise 

Reserved. 
Editor-Jim Pisani 

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

Are Your Dues Due Now? 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-
MAIL. There should be a date that shows the current month/year of 
your membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues 
are overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue. 
A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note, 
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not 
received you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership 
thereafter. It is your responsibility to assure your dues are current. 
Thank you, 
The Editor 

NAME BADGE ORDER FORM: 

 
PLEASE  PRINT  NAME  AS  
YOU  WISH  IT  TO  APPEAR  
ON  YOUR  BADGE  using  up  
to  two  (2)  lines  of  text  for  
your  name,  nickname,  or  
name  of  your  opal  related  
business. 

http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm
mailto:membership@opalsociety.org
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 
P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
 

   

Volume #48 Issue #10 
October 2015 

   

Some Topics In This Issue: 
 October Recap – Stan McCall 

 Australian Opal Doublet Necklace 

 Award to Honor Late Opal Carver 

 Rags to Riches Ch50 The New Claim 

 We Hiked the Inyo Bucket Brigade 
 

 

 

October 8th  

General Meeting: 

Opal Show Working Meeting 

October’s meeting will be an Opal, Gem 
& Jewelry Show working meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

— GENERAL MEETINGS — 

2nd Thurs. of the Month 
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM 
Garden Grove Civic Women’s Club 
9501 Chapman Ave. 
Garden Grove, CA 92841 
(NE corner of Gilbert & Chapman) 
MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 
 
     

 

The American Opal Society 
http://OpalSociety.org  

Pete Goetz 
Russ Madsen 
Jim Pisani 
Veronica Purpura 
 

President 
Treasurer 
Editor & Webmaster 
Show Chairman 
 

(714) 530-3530 
(562) 884-2254 
(714) 815-4638 
(714) 974-3982 
 

email: mpg1022@aol.com 
email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net 
email: editor@opalsociety.org 
email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com 
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