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2015 Opal, Gem, & Jewelry Show –  
A Resounding Success! 

By Veronica Purpura, Show Chairperson 
 

The 2015 AOS annual Opal, Gem and Jewelry Show was a 
resounding success! First, a shout out to everyone who volunteered, 
we couldn’t have made this happen without you! Both the set-up and 
the tear-down were surprisingly quick and operations were fairly 
smooth. 
We had a record number of vendors, both indoors and outdoors, 
and for once, the weather was superb. Both attendees and dealers 
loved the show this year and it seemed that everyone had a great 
time. 
The Burnt Truck provided the food with a variety of gourmet sliders; 
the geode cutters were a big hit; the gold flake findings were 
generous at the Route 66 booth; and our demonstrators were in full 
swing with a variety of subjects (from wire-wrapping, intarsia, gem 
faceting, inlaying and more). Cal State Fullerton’s Geology Club and 
Santiago Canyon College’s Gemology program were also in 
attendance. 
One of the highlights of the show was definitely the announcement 
of winners for the drawing prizes (with lots of new attendees and 
vendors as winners this year)! The result, a hugely successful show 
with lots of new faces that were either entertained or infected with 
the gem-loving bug. 
With record attendance and most vendors geared up to return next 
year, the 2016 show can expect to match or surpass the greatness 
of this year’s show. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Christmas Party Potluck this Dec. 10th 
Announcing the Annual Christmas Potluck Party at the 
Clubhouse!!!  Main courses of Turkey and Ham will be 
provided free compliments of the AOS; Please bring a side 
dish, dessert, or drink!  Check with Pete Goetz as to what 
people are bringing. Also, if you want to participate, bring a 
gift under $20 for a gift exchange. 
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The Blue Moon. Photo credit: Cora International/Tino Hammid 
 

Rare Blue Diamond Sells for Record $48.5 
Million at Auction 

By The Associated Press 
  

An exceptionally large blue diamond sold Wednesday for 48.6 
million Swiss francs ($48.5 million) — a new record price for any 
jewel at auction, Sotheby's said, culminating two Geneva auctions in 
which a private Hong Kong collector on both times bought a rare 
colored diamond to honor someone named Josephine.  
The 12.03-carat 'Blue Moon' diamond, set in a ring, was said to be 
among the largest known fancy vivid blue diamonds and was the 
showpiece gem at the Sotheby's jewelry auction. A packed room 
broke into applause after the hammer came down at a price of 43.2 
million Swiss francs, excluding fees — within the pre-auction 
estimate range of about 34 to 54 million francs.  
The Blue Moon — so-called in reference to its rarity, playing off the 
expression "once in a blue moon" — topped the previous record of 
$46.2 million set five years ago by the Graff Pink, Sotheby's said. 
The diamond also set a new record of more than $4 million per 
carat, capping the daylong high-end jewelry sale that reaped roughly 
$140 million.  
On its Twitter account, Sotheby's said the jewel was purchased by a 
Hong Kong private collector and was promptly renamed 'The Blue 
Moon of Josephine' — a similar name to one given to a pink 
diamond ring that sold for $28.5 million at Christie's in Geneva a day 
earlier: 'Sweet Josephine.' That too was bought by a Hong Kong 
collector who was not publicly identified.  
"Tonight we set a new world record, a new auction record for any 
diamond, any jewel, any gemstone, with the sale of the Blue Moon 
Diamond," said auctioneer David Bennett. He specified the price as 
$48,468,158. "For me, the blue moon was always the blue diamond 
of my career. I have never seen a more beautiful stone. The shape, 
the color, the purity — it's a magical stone."  
The polished blue gem was cut from a 29.6-carat diamond 
discovered last year in South Africa's Cullinan mine, which also 
yielded the 530-carat Star of Africa blue diamond that is part of the 
British crown jewels, and the Smithsonian Institution's "Blue Heart" 
discovered in 1908.  
Sotheby's says experts took five months for an "intense study" of the 
original Blue Moon diamond, and a master cutter took another three 
months to craft, cut and polish the stone. The auction house said in 
a video that the Cullinan mine was the "only reliable source in the 

world for blue diamonds," and only a tiny percentage of those found 
in it contain even a trace of blue.  
Blue diamonds are formed when boron is mixed with carbon when 
the gem is created.  
From http://www.nbcnews.com/business/markets/rare-blue-
diamond-sells-record-48-5-million-auction-n461836 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
The following are the final chapters of the book From Rags to 
Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters were published 
in the Opal Express from May 2011 through Nov. 2013.  The 
Editor 

 
From Rags to Riches 

Chapter 51 – “Loads of Dirt” 
While we were at the Opal Restaurant, I quickly went across to the 
Co-Op before they shut for the night and picked up my meat. Being 
Friday and the end of the month tomorrow is a very important day at 
the shop as I have to do the reconciliation, balance the books and 
do also a profit and loss statement for the shop to do that I have to 
do a stock take. I informed Johnny of that and he said there will be 
plenty to do for him in the new shaft, a lot of dirt moving, and finding 
the way to where we broke through so we can pull our pipes across 
where we really need them. 
I hope you guys are not going to be upset if we pick up our rubble on 
Saturday morning and clean and tumble the lot at home, I asked 
Trevor and Rob, Of course not came the reply, at least you can do it 
at your leisure and don’t have to feel as if you would encroach on 
people, like us, that’s great, we are pleased for you, actually we 
have a couple troughs on a steel frame which were a 44 gallon drum 
cut in halve and four legs had been welded on to it. You can use 
them indefinite as we have the cast Iron bath we don’t need them 
but it is great for you to save the water from the tumbling. I thanked 
them for it, and suggested we hit the road, We got up I shouted out 
to Gus what is the damage, he told me and I paid him, and we 
walked out to our cars, we shook hands and I said to the guys, you 
are great mates, I am very grateful for your help. Trevor replied hey 
that’s what mates are for. 
We smiled and got into our cars and drove home, strangely enough 
when I got home, I was the first here there was no Chris or Beatrix, I 
went inside the house and there was dinner ready to eat on the 
stove, a nice freshly baked apple pie in the oven. A nice bunch of 
flowers in a vase and the place looks very nice, a real pleasure to 
come home to, the only thing I need now is a wife and daughter and 
I would be happy and everything would be just perfect. Just as I 
grabbed a spoon and dive into the saucepan to have a quick nosh, a 
familiar voice stopped me from proceeding, Mr. Greisl get your dirty 
mittens out of the saucepan and go and have a shower, I turned 
around and there was my beautiful wife which was wearing a very 
sexy low cut blouse, ‘Wow what a Looker’ I gasped. I grabbed her 
and planted a kiss on her cheek she spun around put her arms 
around my neck and pressed her body against mine and said ‘you 
can do better than that and we had a full embrace kiss, ‘Now of to 
the Shower she commanded.’ Ok Boss, I saluted and went in the 
shower, I heard Chris asking where is Johnny, I told her I don’t know 
but I have a fair Idea where he went before we came home. 
After my shower and wearing clean shorts and t-shirt I said ‘What’s 
the occasion for the dressed up room etc, a great dinner and a very 
sexy looking wife,’ Chris replied,’ No reason just to make things nice 
for you, I sneak up on her and grabbed her around the waste, and 
whispered in her ear,’ Do you realize where these actions could lead 
to, She turned around looked in to my eyes and she had this 
sensual smile on her face and just replied, ‘I was counting on that it 
works,’ Beatrix asked ‘are you going out,’ Chris looked at her ‘no 
Darling, but we might go early to bed tonight.’ The little one replied, I 
am tired and sleepy myself. 
Chris was serving the dinner and we ate shared a bottle of wine and 
finished off with a generous slice of Apple Pie and a nice cup of 
coffee. 

http://www.nbcnews.com/business/markets/rare-blue-diamond-sells-record-48-5-million-auction-n461836
http://www.nbcnews.com/business/markets/rare-blue-diamond-sells-record-48-5-million-auction-n461836
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Beatrix was falling asleep at the table and it was only nine pm. Chris 
grabbed her and said give daddy a kiss good night, go and get 
undressed and I come to tuck you in. 
Beatrix come over and kissed me on the cheek and said good night 
daddy, I love you.’ I replied good night pumpkin; sleep tight and I 
see you in the morning.’ Chris went in her room after a short while 
and came out and said this little child is sound asleep already. 
Chris came over and sat on my lap and looked me in the eyes, and 
said, ’Let’s go too, I replied,’ Darling I never needed an invitation 
from you before and I don’t need one now,’ I scooped her up into my 
arms and carried her in to our Bedroom, I put her down on the bed 
and shut the door and slipped the bolt across for the night. 
It must have been just after 4 am when I woke up with the sound of 
the Ute, Johnny was coming home and he went without making any 
additional noise into his room. 
The alarm went off and I got up, I felt a million dollars this morning, 
Chris came out in her dressing gown, and looked at me and said, I 
had a great night sleep once I fell asleep. “Yes so did I” replied Chris 
now back to reality, Chris fired up the Stove and started making 
breakfast, I brought home last night some Bacon which we were out 
of, and some Sausages. 
Johnny staggered into the room said his good morning, I just said 
‘are you starting to burn you candle on both ends mate, ’He replied, 
well you got to take what you can while it is available.’ I can accept 
that mate, but you are not a bloody pencil pusher, you are working 
everyday in a dangerous situation, and I cannot afford to have a 
halve dopey guy due to the lack of sleep but with too much alcohol 
intake working on or with me on my claim, even if he is my partner.’ 
Now I don’t want you to go to the claim today, I want you to go back 
to bed and stay there, I have a busy day at the shop anyhow and 
don’t know when I would get to the mine, and don’t give any excuse 
or bloody argument, you know I am right, if you hungry have some 
food but then piss off to your room and go to bed, and I see you 
tonight when I get back,’ He just turned towards me and said, I am 
sorry mate, you are right, I am not hungry just hung over, I go to 
bed, he turned around and went to his room. 
I said to Chris, and you don’t mother him, let him sleep if he is 
hungry he will come out, ok,’ Chris replied Ok you the boss, well so 
don’t forget it. Aye Aye Sir Chris replied came to me gave me a kiss 
on the nose and said see you this afternoon Sex Maniac.’ I slapped 
her gentle on the Bum, and walked out got in to VW and drove to the 
Shop. 
At the Shop I explained to Hilda that I am very busy with Paper work 
and if she could count everything in the Fridge and freezer the 
counter display etc. I gave her some sheets of paper which have all 
the products listed on it. She looked at them and said that makes it 
easy,” I know that’s why I designed them for this purpose.’ She 
asked me anywhere particular to start, I said yes in the fridge and 
count all the carcasses and the other parts, anything you don’t know 
what it is come and tell me and I have a look.’ She thanked me and 
started, I worked on the Banking reconciliation, money out money in, 
checked the sales, It was a breeze, without going in to any details I 
finished everything with the help of Hilda by two o’clock. 
I went and saw Doug, asked him if he had time, he acknowledged 
and I went over with him everything, and we showed a profit 
increase of 13% over the last month, I told him it was mainly due to 
the sale of manufactured goods where the costing is next to nothing 
as we write it off as wastage from the meat dressing procedure. He 
understood and said how the sales compare with last month. 
I told him they have dropped due to the fact some people have left 
the fields and some people finding it a bit tough financially, but what 
happened in this situation, was if they want some meat with their 
diet, they have to buy cheaper cuts and or manufactured products, 
which they mainly did as we have an increase in sausages and 
patties sales by 35% and that helped the profitability for the month. 
Doug was astounded, he said Peter you are a great asset to this 
store. I hope we don’t have to replace you too soon, for our sake of 
course but for you and your family’s sake I wish you all the best on 

fields here and hope your dream will be fulfilled. I thanked Doug and 
said well I am off to my Bonanza. 
He shook my hand and said good luck. 
I got my Meat and put it in my cooler box and went to the claim, I 
was so anxious to see what we have to do to get this claim 
productive. 
When I got there everything looked normal, I got out walked over 
and started the compressor, the only thing I was not thinking of it 
was I did not bring the petrol can with me it is on the Ute. I should 
have taken the Ute instead of the VW. Anyhow let’s hope I have 
enough here, the same goes for the Winch, well we shall see, I 
changed my clothes and it was still very warm and I turned on the 
light switch and the volt meter read correct and I went down the 
shaft, Arriving on the bottom the first thing I noticed I have to dig out 
about three feet or more so I can get in to the drives at the moment 
there is only enough opening all the way around of about 18 inches. 
And I have no desire to crawl through it without being able to see 
where I am going. I climbed back up and started up the winch and 
hoisted two of the buckets up which were in my way. As soon as the 
winch started to reel in the cable I started to count at a steady pace 
and I counted to 25 and stopped when the buckets cleared the shaft. 
I stopped the winch and I need one bucket which I have to fill with 
the dirt I dig up, it should not be too hard as it is not virgin ground 
just compressed mullock. 
The reason for my count was, working on your own you don’t know 
when the cable is low enough in the shaft so you can hook up some 
load, you don’t want to climb up and down all the time till you get it 
right so the counting gives you the idea where the cable is. Anyhow I 
lowered the cable down and counted to 25 again. I climbed down 
the ladders and at the bottom the cable was just perfect to hook up 
the bucket to it. I started digging and there is not much room 
between the bucket and my body to swing a pick, so it was a tedious 
and time consuming job, I was digging near a drive entrance so I 
could place the bucket there and give myself more room to clear the 
bottom of the shaft. 
All the hoses and lighting cables I slid in one of the small drive 
openings so they are out of my way. This job not being very 
strenuous would have to be one of the hardest jobs I did, due to fact 
you don’t have any room to move and to work efficiently, my back 
was breaking as was most of the time hunched over the bucket to 
loosen the mullock and getting it in to the bucket after about 6 
bucket loads I was an absolute mess, the perspiration, dirt in my 
shoes, I forgot the water bag, I was gasping for a drink, but I was 
determined to open this up, so I can see what’s ahead of me. When 
you make a commitment you have to stick to it at any cost. And I 
made a commitment and there is nothing in the world that can make 
me stop or forsake my promise to my family. I am sure there are a 
lot of people which would just walk off and say that’s not for me, or 
not even start. 
A lot of people have no Idea , what some miners went through to 
find their fortune, many of them worked for weeks without seeing a 
trace of opal, and their funds become lower and lower with no idea 
where the next loaf of bread come from. And then some of them 
finally have their reward and can have a better life, People call them 
lucky with comments like that “ Look at him he got all the Money the 
Lucky Bastard” They got no Idea of the torture and blistering hard 
work these people made their fortune. It takes a certain breed of 
men who succeed on the Opal fields, and the lucky ones are fare 
and few between. Most of the City Miners gave up after a few days 
on the fields, once they started to realize how hard it really is, to 
mine the Rainbow Rock with bare hands. 
I kept going and I managed to uncover and open up three of the 
drives for some reason there are drives North, East, West, but none 
at southern part of the shaft, I wonder why. Any how I got my light 
and I started to look in the drives I have to crawl on my knees as 
they are not full height drives. But we will convert them, there is a lot 
of back filling in them and I only noticed two cross drives in the 
Northern drive and two cross Drives in the Eastern drive, and 
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nothing in the western, this one finishes after about 8 feet. So my 
interest is certainly this drive. 
Having seen what’s going on down here, I am pleased with the 
results; I noticed very strong and thick gypsum bands which comfort 
me. 

I decided to call it a day and crawl back to shaft entrance to ascend 
to the top and get this weary body home, I was a nice warm night 
and a beautiful moon which helped me to find things on the 
compressor to shut it down and the winch. I covered both up and 
head for the car; I was full of aches and pains from the 
contortionist’s activity of digging out the bottom of the shaft. 
I climbed in the car adjusted myself so I am sitting with the least bit 
of pain. 
And chauffeured myself home. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

8 Opal Jewels to Keep Us Celebrating 
October’s Birthstone 

Brittany Siminitz, October 16, 2015  
 
I love October for a myriad of reasons, but in this moment, I love it 
the most because I can keep talking about opal, and it’s totally 
acceptable. I mean, it would probably be acceptable anyway 
(because who doesn’t love a good opal?), but since it’s actually the 
month of the gemstone, it’s at least expected. So what is it about 

opal that we love so much, really? For me, I think it’s because 
almost all varieties of opal appear to contain some sort of mystical 
power. I’m a sucker for anything even remotely magical, and it’s that 
life contained within the stone that is so compelling. Swirling 
galaxies of color that seem to move with every turn, shining rainbow 
colors and flecks of brilliance. Some opals sort of look like the earth 
from above, green islands in a sea of blue. Others are more a 
multicolor orb: blues, yellows, pinks, and greens shimmering 
beneath a surface of white. Others are like canned heat, simmering 
within a sleek cage of red (yes, that would be fire opal). Oh, heck. 
Why sit here trying to describe it? A picture is worth a thousand—
and many more—words. How would you describe the opals featured 
in these jewels? Speechless? That’s okay, too. 
 
 

 

Half moon opal drop earrings in platinum with 8.62 cts. t.w. opal 
and 2.66 cts. t.w. diamonds by Oscar Heyman, $170,000 

 

Diamond bow-topped pendant in 18k white gold with 12.92 ct. 
boulder opal and .62 ct. t.w. diamonds by Jye Luxury Collection ,  

 

Drop earrings in platinum with 17.8 cts. t.w. opal, .88 ct. t.w. 
emerald, and .31 ct. t.w. diamonds by Gem Platinum 

http://www.jckonline.com/author/brittany-siminitz
http://jckmarketplace.jckonline.com/en/Exhibitors/37230/Oscar-Heyman
http://jckmarketplace.jckonline.com/en/Exhibitors/36670/Jye-Luxury-Collection
http://jckmarketplace.jckonline.com/en/Exhibitors/36185/Gem-Platinum
http://jckmarketplace.jckonline.com/en/Exhibitors/37230/Oscar-Heyman/Products/846693/Platinum-Opal-and-Diamond-Drop-Earrings
http://jckmarketplace.jckonline.com/en/Exhibitors/36670/Jye-Luxury-Collection/Products/818495/Boulder-Opal-and-Diamond-Bow-Necklace
http://jckmarketplace.jckonline.com/en/Exhibitors/36185/Gem-Platinum/Products/821002/Opal-Drop-Earrings-With-Emeralds-and-Diamonds
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Open drop earrings in 18k yellow gold with 7.52 cts. t.w. opal 
and 1.85 cts. t.w. diamonds by Haridra, $10,620 

 
 

 

Framed opal necklace with a 29.63 ct. opal, 1.73 ct. rubellite, 7.45 
cts. t.w. sapphires, and 2.6 cts. t.w. diamonds by Spark, $41,500 

 

Handcrafted ring in 18k yellow gold with a 4.5 ct. opal, .16 ct. 
t.w. tsavorites, .56 ct. t.w. sapphires, and .45 ct. t.w. diamonds 
by Omi Privé 

 

 

Mischa rings in blackened gold with opals and diamonds by Lauren 
K, $2,595–$6,060 

From http://www.jckonline.com  

 

Swirl ring in 18k Strawberry Gold with a 6.74 ct. Spumoni Opal 
and .77 ct. t.w. Vanilla Diamonds by Le Vian Couture, $9,547 

http://jckmarketplace.jckonline.com/en/Exhibitors/798956/Haridra-Jewelry
http://jckmarketplace.jckonline.com/en/Exhibitors/37692/Spark
http://jckmarketplace.jckonline.com/en/Exhibitors/37187/Omi-Prive
http://jckmarketplace.jckonline.com/en/Exhibitors/36800/Lauren-K
http://jckmarketplace.jckonline.com/en/Exhibitors/36800/Lauren-K
http://www.jckonline.com/
http://jckmarketplace.jckonline.com/en/Exhibitors/798956/Haridra-Jewelry/Products/794405/Opal-and-Diamond-Teardrop-Earrings
http://jckmarketplace.jckonline.com/en/Exhibitors/37692/Spark/Products/770864/PInk-Sapphire-Framed-Opal-Necklace
http://jckmarketplace.jckonline.com/en/Exhibitors/37187/Omi-Prive/Products/699513/Opal-Ring-With-Tsavorite-and-Sapphire
http://jckmarketplace.jckonline.com/en/Exhibitors/36800/Lauren-K/Products/763846/Blackened-Opal-Mischa-Rings
http://jckmarketplace.jckonline.com/en/Exhibitors/35964/Le-Vian-Couture
http://jckmarketplace.jckonline.com/en/Exhibitors/35964/Le-Vian-Couture/Products/784971/Spumoni-Opal-Ring
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12 Most Expensive Gemstones in the World 
By Trevor Nace , Nov 2, 2015 

 
There are over 4,000 minerals on earth, many of which we will never 
see in real life. Bizarre mineral assemblages and trace impurities 
have caused some of the world’s rarest gemstones. Some you likely 
have heard of and others will undoubtedly leave you searching 
Google for more information.With the list below, we will cover a short 
list of incredible gemstones, a bit about their origin and mineralogy. 
As a quick background, minerals can be classified as gemstones 
based on their chemical composition, refraction, crystal structure, 
and optical characteristics. The classification and degree of 
imperfections in a mineral or gemstone can determine value and 
associated rarity. 
I adore wearing gems, but not because they are mine. You can’t 
possess radiance, you can only admire it. – Elizabeth Taylor 
 
 
12. Jeremejevite – $2,000 per carat 

 
Jeremejevite (Credit: Gem Rock Auctions) 
Jeremejevite (Al6B5O15(F,OH)3)  is an aluminum bearing borate 
mineral with associated fluoride and hydroxide. It was first found in 
the Adun-Chilon Mountains in Siberia in 1883. This gem has a 
similar hardness as quartz, 6.5 to 7.5 on the Mohs scale, and 
therefore is ideal for jewelry making. 
 
11. Fire Opal – $2,300 per carat 

 

Black Opal (Credit: Bonhams Ltd) 
Recommended by Forbes 
Fire Opal (SiO2·nH2O) is actually not technically a mineral but 

instead is a mineraloid. The reason being opal does not have a 
crystal structure that is required for all minerals. As noted in the 
chemical formula, opal is a hydrated form of silica or silicon dioxide. 
Opals can form in a variety of different colors depending on the 
environmental conditions during formation. The mineralogy of opal 
allows it to diffract light, causing it to shimmer various colors. 
 
 
10. Poudretteite – $3,000 per carat 

 
Poudretteite (Credit: Smithsonian Gem Collection) 
Poudretteite (KNa2B3Si12O30) was originally discovered in Mont St. 
Hilaire Quebec, Canada in the 1960s by the Poudrette family. The 
gem is naturally pink in color and has a Mohs hardness of 5. It 
wasn’t until 2000 until the first gem quality poudretteite was found in 
Mogok, Burma at an amazing 9.41 carats (pictured above). 
 
 
9. Benitoite – $4,000 per carat 

 
Benitoite (Credit: jtv.com) 
Benitoite (BaTiSi3O9) is a bright blue gemstone made up of barium, 
titanium, and silica. Benitoite is formed during the late stage cooling 
of a hydrothermally altered serpentinite. This rare gemstone is found 
in San Benito County, California where it got it’s name. Benitoite will 
give off strong fluorescence and shines a bright blue color. 
  

http://www.forbes.com/sites/trevornace/
http://www.wired.com/2008/11/earths-minerals/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Taylor
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8. Musgravite – $6,000 per carat 

 
Musgravite (Credit: Multicolour.com) 
Musgravite (Be(Mg, Fe, Zn)2Al6O12) was originally discovered in 
1967 in Musgrave Ranges, Australia. This very rare and hard 
gemstone is in the same family as taafeite that appears later in this 
article. As noted in the elemental composition, Musgravite is an 
aluminum oxide with variable proportions of magnesium, iron, and 
zinc. 
 
 
7. Red Beryl – $10,000 per carat 

 
Red Beryl (Credit: therichest.com) 
Red Beryl (Be3Al2Si6O18) is a mineral composed of beryllium, 
aluminum, and silicate. In nature, pure beryl is colorless but acquires 
it’s coloration from trace amounts of additional elements. Red Beryl 
is found in mineralized rhyolite tuffs in Thomas Range, Utah. This 
gem can garner up to $10,000 per carat and are rarely found above 
2-3 carats. 
 
 
6. Alexandrite – $12,000 per carat 

 
Alexandrite (Credit: daysjewelers.com) 
Alexandrite (BeAl2O4) is a type of chrysoberyl that was found in the 
Ural Mountains, Russia in the 1830′s. You may have seen the 
incredible changing color of this mineral where it appears to be 
emerald in light and ruby red in darkness. The difference between 

alexandrite and chrysoberyl is the presence of iron, titanium, and 
chromium as impurities within alexandrite. 
 
 
5. Diamond – $15,000 per carat 

 
Diamond (Credit: Dreamatico) 
Diamond (C) is one we’ve all heard of and is the centerpiece of most 
engagement rings. As noted in the chemical composition, diamonds 
are pure carbon arranged in a diamond lattice, which accounts for 
it’s incredible strength and durability. Diamonds are found in cooled 
kimberlites that formed over the course of 1 to 3 billion years. 
 
 
4. Serendibite – $18,000 per carat 

 
Serendibite (Credit: Sociofab.com) 
Serendibite ((Ca,Na)2(Mg,Fe

2+
)3(Al,Fe

3+
)3[O2|(Si,Al,B)6O18]) is an 

extremely rare gemstone and mineral discovered originally in Sri 
Lanka in 1902. This inosilicate has a complex chemical formula with 
many side branches of calcium, boron, aluminum, magnesium, etc. 
Serendibite was recently discovered in the Mogok area of Myanmar. 
 
 
3. Grandidierite – $20,000 per carat 

 
Grandidierite (Credit: The Gem Trader) 
Recommended by Forbes 
Grandidierite ((Mg,Fe

2+
)Al3(BO3)(SiO4)O2) is a very rare gem that 

can fetch up to $20,000 per carat and was first discovered in 
Madagascar in 1902. It is commonly found as an accessory mineral 
on aluminous boron rich rocks with a pearly semitransparent bluish 
green hue. 
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2. Taaffeite – $35,000 per carat 

 
Taaffeite (Credit: Multicolour.com) 
Taafeite (BeMgAl4O8) is a very rare mineral and often misidentified 
as spinel. Surprisingly, the gemstone was first discovered already 
cut and polished in Dublin, Ireland in 1945. At the time the gemstone 
was mislabelled as spinel and upon further inspection, it was 
determined that the mineral was actually a new unidentified gem. 
The primary difference between spinel and taafeite is the double 
refraction found in the later. The gem is found in alluvial deposits 
within Sri Lanka and Tanzania. 
 
 
1. Red Diamond - $1,000,000 per carat 

 
Red Diamonds (abcnews.com) 
Above we featured the diamond as one of the most expensive 

gemstones, and coming in at number 1 with a price tag of over $1 
million per carat is the red diamond. There are less than 30 red 
diamonds found around the world, with most of them being less than 

half a carat. You may assume that the red color comes from an 
impurity, but it is actually derived from plastic deformation of the 
crystal lattice. The famous 5.11ct Moussaieff Red Diamond was 
acquired in 2011 for $8 million and is the largest red diamond 
discovered in the world. 
Trevor Nace is a geologist, writer, and tech blogger at Appamatix. 
Follow him on Twitter @trevornace. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

December 2015 Gem & Mineral Shows 
more shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-
dates-display/?ShowState=ALL 
4-6—SANTA BARBARA, CA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, 
Earl Warren Showgrounds; 3400 Calle Real; Fri. Noon-6 pm, Sat. 10 am-6 
pm, Sun. 10 am-5 pm;. Free hourly door prizes. ; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 
252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com 
5-6—BARSTOW, CA: Annual show; High Desert Gem & Mineral Society, 
Cora Harper Fitness Center; 841 Barstow Rd; Sat. 10 am-5 pm, Sun. 10 am-
5 pm; Admission is Free. Cora Harper Center is north of I-15 on Barstow 
Road.; contact Danny Watts, P.O. Box 138, Barstow, CA 92312, (760) 373-
1309 
5-6—LAKESIDE, 92040, CA: Annual show; El Cajon Valley Gem & Mineral 
Society, Lakeside Rodeo Grounds; 12584 Mapleview Rd.; Sat. 9:00 am-5:00 
pm, Sun. 9:00 am-4:00 pm; Admission is Free; The El Cajon Valley Gem & 
Mineral Society Rock & Gem Round Up is a Free Rock & Gem show on the 
corner of Mapleview Rd. and Hwy 67. Saturday, December 5th & Sunday, 
December 6th, 2015. Free Parking. Gem, Mineral, Fossil, Jewelry, Lapidary 
Supplies and Craft Vendors. Free Gem & Mineral Identification. Raffle Prizes, 
Food Booths, Demonstrations, Activities for the kids and fun for the whole 
family. A great place to do your holiday shopping.; contact Mary Ness, 10101 
Allenwood Way, Santee, CA 92071, (619) 449-0759; e-mail: 
ecvgms@gmail.com; Web site: www.ecvgms.org 
11-13—COSTA MESA, CA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, OC 
Fair & Event Center; 88 Fair Dr; Fri. Noon-6 pm, Sat. 10 am-6 pm, Sun. 10 
am-5 pm; Students, Adults + Seniors $7, Children ages 0-11 are free!; Fine 
jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, 
gold & silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from 
around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door 
prizes. ; contact Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; 
Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com 

 

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 
Stan M. McCall 

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist 
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs 

Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing 
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones 

(714) 220-9282 

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630 
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/ 

custom-creative@earthlink.net 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available 

TIKKA OPALS 
E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au 

www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com 
phone: +61-7-55469324 
mobile: +61-417-421205 

Advertise in this Space! 
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month 
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month 

Half Page Size: $20 per month 
Full Page Size: $40 per month 

Contact: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

http://appamatix.com/
https://twitter.com/trevornace
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
mailto:custom-creative@earthlink.net
mailto:mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
http://www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com/
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application 

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) 
AMOUNT 
PAID 

DUES: 
SELECT ONE 

RENEWING MEMBERS $30   

NEW MEMBERS $40   

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10   

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE (Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5   

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10   

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:  

 

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to: 

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at 
http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal 
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account 
is membership@opalsociety.org.  

 

NAME 
 

BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX 

CITY STATE 

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) 

PHONE - Home 
(        ) 

PHONE - Business 
(        ) 

FAX 
(        ) 

E-MAIL 

WEBSITE 

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be 
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information 
above, please note that on the application. 

 Address  Phone  E-mail  Website   

Please sign here: ________________________________________ Date _____________ 
 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 
The American Opal Society. 

Copyright 2015. All rights reserved. 
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise 

Reserved. 
Editor-Jim Pisani 

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

Are Your Dues Due Now? 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-
MAIL. There should be a date that shows the current month/year of 
your membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues 
are overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue. 
A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note, 
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not 
received you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership 
thereafter. It is your responsibility to assure your dues are current. 
Thank you, 
The Editor 

NAME BADGE ORDER FORM: 

 
PLEASE  PRINT  NAME  AS  
YOU  WISH  IT  TO  APPEAR  
ON  YOUR  BADGE  using  up  
to  two  (2)  lines  of  text  for  
your  name,  nickname,  or  
name  of  your  opal  related  
business. 

http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm
mailto:membership@opalsociety.org
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 
P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
 

   

Volume #48 Issue #12 
November/December 2015 

   

Some Topics In This Issue: 
 

 The Opal Show – A Success! 

 Blue Diamond Sells for $48.5 Million 

 From Rags to Riches - Ch 51 – 
“Loads of Dirt” 

 8 Opal Jewels 

 12 Most Expensive Gemstones in 
the World 

 

 

December 10th  

General Meeting: 

 
Annual Potluck Christmas Party 
 
AOS will provide the main courses: 

 Roast Turkey & Ham 
Please bring a covered dish of 
vegetables, casserole, bread, dessert, 
etc., to complement the dinner!  Check 
with Pete Goetz as to what people are 
bringing. 
 
Also, if you want to participate, bring a 
gift under $20 for a gift exchange. 
 
 
 

 

— GENERAL MEETINGS — 
2nd Thurs. of the Month 
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM 
Garden Grove Civic Women’s Club 
9501 Chapman Ave. 
Garden Grove, CA 92841 
(NE corner of Gilbert & Chapman) 
MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 

 
     

 

The American Opal Society 
http://OpalSociety.org  

Pete Goetz 
Russ Madsen 
Jim Pisani 
Veronica Purpura 
 

President 
Treasurer 
Editor & Webmaster 
Show Chairman 
 

(714) 530-3530 
(562) 884-2254 
(714) 815-4638 
(714) 974-3982 
 

email: mpg1022@aol.com 
email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net 
email: editor@opalsociety.org 
email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com 
 

TO: 
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http://opalsociety.org/
mailto:mpg1022@aol.com
mailto:chairman2rgm@verizon.net
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
mailto:angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com

