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Members Only Website Password 
Name: “member“; Password: “opalholic”. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

February Speaker – Russ Madsen on Volcanic Opal 
Russ Madsen, Opal Society Treasurer, will discuss 
volcanic opal from California and Nevada.  Russ will 
describe how to find volcanic opal.  There will also be a 
hands on demonstration on separating the precious opal 
from the host volcanic rock. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Important New Meeting and Show Information 
General Meetings will now be held on: 

The Fourth (4th) Wednesday of the Month 
 
The new location is: 

Garden Grove Masonic Center 
11270 Acacia Parkway 
Garden Grove, CA  92840 
 

Board of Directors meetings will be held at the same 
place as above, but will be held on the Fourth (4th) 
Monday of the month. The next meeting will be 
Wednesday, February 24, 2016. 
 
Our annual Opal Gem & Jewelry Show, on Nov. 5th & 6th, 
will have a new home this year at: 

The Business Expo Center 
1960 S Anaheim Way 
Anaheim, CA  92805 
 

See http://www.businessexpocenter.com/ 

AOS Calendar 

Date Day of Week Meeting Location Meeting Topic / Speaker 

01/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge  
Stan McCall on Quartzsite, Arizona 

02/24/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge  
Russ Madsen on Volcanic Opal 

03/23/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge  To Be Announced 

04/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge  To Be Announced 

05/25/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge  To Be Announced 

06/22/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge  
Live Opal Auction 

07/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge  To Be Announced 

08/24/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge  
Opal Cutting Seminar 

09/28/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge  To Be Announced 

10/26/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge  
Opal & Gem Show Work Session 

11/05/16 Saturday Business Expo Center 

49th Annual Opal & Gem Show 

11/06/16 Sunday Business Expo Center 

49th Annual Opal & Gem Show 

11/23/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge  
Opal & Gem Show Recap / Possible Speaker 

12/28/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge  
AOS Christmas Party Potluck 

http://www.businessexpocenter.com/
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$10,000 Ballpoint Pen 

 

This is a one of a kind pen! There were a total of 60 pens made by 
the artist Jerry Flor who passed away in 2015. Jerry was selling 
similar pens at the Red Rock Jewelers and at the Wink inside the 
Wynn in Las Vegas, Nevada. He priced this pen originally at $12,500. 
According to the Artists records, this pen is made with: Magic Walnut 
Wood, (10) .31ct White Australian Opal, .82ct Ceylon Sapphire, 1.71ct 
Columbian Emerald, 1.16ct Ceylon Sapphire, 2.56ct Plum Star Ruby, 
.25ct (total 5) Irradiated Red Diamonds, .21ct (total 5) Irradiated Blue 
Diamonds. Total Gemstone Weight 9.81ct. This pen does not have a 
box or certificate. This pen has been described to the best or our 
ability according to the Artists records. 
https://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/43428774_magic-walnut-and-
gemstone-handmade-pen 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Opalized Limb Cast from Indonesia 

 

 
This opalized limb cast was found near the Village of Cikole, Maja, 
Banten Province, Indonesia.  
It is 5" inches long and formed in the void space of a limb that was 
buried in volcanic ash. 
Image courtesy of LGF Foundation, Inc 
From http://eclecticarcania.blogspot.com/2015/12/picture-of-day-
opalized-limb-cast.html 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Limb Casts – Ethiopia 
 

 
Considered to be one of the finest Opal Limb Casts ever found in 
Ethiopia. 
Tsehey Mewcha, Wegeltena, Wollo Province, Ethiopia. 
3.5 cm x 5 cm face X 7 cm long. 
Limb casts are formed when Agate is deposited in the vacant cavities 
of tree branches once covered by hot volcanic ash. The wood itself 
burned away and left the vacant cavities. The original form of a tree 
limb is maintained. Some casts may show bark and/or wood textures, 
or become opalized. 
Geologically the region is composed of a horizontal sequence of 
volcanic basalt and pyroclastic tuff (remains of a collapsed ash cloud) 
layers. The whole Welo opal deposit is contained in just one of these 
tuff layers, filling cavities between volcanic debris, bringing us to a 
conclusion that the whole opalization process occurred between 
those two volcanic events as no other layer, above or below, shows 
any signs of opal presence. 
At about 10000 ft. above sea level local miners must descent a 1000 
ft. from the top of plateau into the canyon via narrow sharply 
descending footpaths inaccessible to vehicles or animals, forcing 
them to carry all necessary equipment themselves each day. 
From http://lgffoundation.com/opal-limb-casts/ 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Precious Opal from the Virgin Valley 
 

While the high desert of 
northern Humboldt County, 
in Nevada may at first 
appear empty, unpopulated, 
and even desolate, you 
might be surprised to learn 
that within the Virgin Valley 
mining district, there are 
thousands of claims, some 
of them patented, which 
mean that the Federal 

Government has passed the title to the claim owner, making it private 
land. Here, a BLM sign points the way towards a precious opal mining 
adventure for those rockhounds who want to fee dig at one of the 
several mines that allow public digging. 
The Virgin Valley mining 
district is contained within 
the Sheldon Antelope 
Refuge. It's the middle of 
June, but this female still 
sports a bit of winter scruff 
and she might still need it. 
With elevations on the 
refuge ranging from 4000 
to 7000 feet, cold 
temperatures are never far 
away.  

https://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/43428774_magic-walnut-and-gemstone-handmade-pen
https://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/43428774_magic-walnut-and-gemstone-handmade-pen
http://eclecticarcania.blogspot.com/2015/12/picture-of-day-opalized-limb-cast.html
http://eclecticarcania.blogspot.com/2015/12/picture-of-day-opalized-limb-cast.html
http://lgffoundation.com/opal-limb-casts/
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-_M0kSHjwInY/Vl6XHGyurhI/AAAAAAAAcjw/skX1zei2xgE/s1600/12303918_920984457938330_1847996702374351101_o.jpg
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Throughout the valley floor, low 
mounds of eroding clay yield small 
chips of petrified wood, yellow 
colored selenite, and in certain 
areas, precious opal!  
 

 
Scattered black cap rock from an 
ancient horizon that is now all but 
gone, gives little clue as to the fiery 
treasure that could be hiding at 
depth below. 
 

 
About 20 million years ago, this area was forested, and received over 
50 inches of rain annually. This opalized limb of an ancient tree was 
buried in volcanic ash from eruptions that occurred 12 to 20 million 
years ago. as the limbs from trees disintegrated in the ground, they 
left hollow casts which were later filled with a silica solution, as 
hydrothermal water flows percolated through the ash layer.  
 

 
Not all opal is precious. While the rind, or outer skin of this awesome 
limb shows the mesmerizing play of color that is characteristic of 
precious opal, you can see that its core is composed of milky opal, 
also called common opal, which is glassy and beautiful, but does not 
have the play of color.  

 
There are varying kinds of "fire" or "play of color" in the Virgin Valley 
opals. Here a fiery little limb displays "direct fire" which is where you 
can see the color directly head on, whichever way you turn the opal 
in the sunlight. 

 
In this photo, a clear glassy opal (known as crystal) displays "contra 
luz" fire. Literally meaning "against the light", this type of fire emerges 
in the opal when you hold it up to the sun, and let the sunlight come 
through the opal from behind. 

 
Stringy fire - I'm not sure if this is an accepted gemological term, or if 
it is one of those rockhound names, but you can see that the fire in 
this lovely opal is definitely stringy in the main mass. Towards the 
edge, the fire goes more into "broadflash". 
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Black Fire - this is the most rare of all the types of opals from the Virgin 
Valley. And, it's what the Virgin Valley is famous for. By some 
accounts, this area is really the only place in the world that produces 
true black fire opal.  
 

 
Opals from the Virgin Valley come out of a wet clay layer, and must 
be kept immersed in water or they will dry out and craze (show a 
million fractures) possibly greatly reducing their fire, or totally losing it 
(and with it, their value). While opinions on the successful stabilization 
(drying out without fracturing) of Virgin Valley opals will vary, one 
claim owner shared his opinion that the percentage of unstable opals 
from the area was in the high 90's. In other words, very few Virgin 
Valley opals can be used for jewelry making. They are specimen 
opals only.  
 

But if the fire can be 
taken away, it can 
also be given! Some 
opals that at first 
appear only milky, 
have the potential to 
"fire up" as they dry 
out. Here, a freshly 
dug milky opal still 
holds that mystery. 
Some opal hounds 
have a practice of 
keeping everything, 
just in case the 

white opal decides to fire up later on. Others toss their un-fiery opal, 
and the tailings diggers coming behind them are hoping to come 
across some of these discards that have gained fire. 
  

The first mine workings in 
Virgin Valley were started 
in 1905. Today, there are 
more people, claims, and 
encampments than ever, 
but it's still a pretty 
isolated, and tiny enclave 
of humanity. Here, opal 
hounds caravan down dirt 
roads leading to various 
claims where they can pay 
a fee to dig in the tailings, 

dig in the opal bearing clay on the virgin wall, or buy their opals direct 
from claim owners and mill sites 
in the valley.  

 
Let's get digging! Here comes a 
load of virgin opal bearing clay, 
fresh out of a mine, as opal 
diggers wait with great 
anticipation.  
 
 

 
 
Fresh out into the daylight! A 
completely opalized limb holds 
potential for play of color.  
 
 
 
 
 

Here, a limb over 6 
inches long 
surfaces, held in the 
20 million year old 
embrace of clay. It 
doesn't appear to 
have any opal 
content, but still, a 
long limb like this is 
a beautiful 
geological treasure 
in and of itself.  
After a day of 
digging, the nearby 
CCC camp offers free camping, potable water, restrooms, and a tepid 
swimming pond complete with toe nibbling minnows.  
 

 
The Friends of the 
Refuge have restored 
the old bath house at the 
CCC Camp, so you can 
have a shower.  
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Or just soak your cares away 
after a hot day's labors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A sweet touch at the CCC Camp, 
from a local Boy Scout troop.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For a quick access field 
trip that is a good wind-
up, or wind-down to opal 
digging, go directly 
across Hwy 140 from 
the main entrance to 
Virgin Valley, and check 
the low, chocolate 
brown rocks that 
outcrop on that side.  
 
 
 

 
Small chips of a nice, gummy bear orange carnelian can be found 

throughout the soil below 
the rock outcrops. But you 
will need to search 
diligently, as this area has 
been rockhounded by 
several generations of 
surface hunters.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Or take hammer and chisel and attack the rocks themselves, which 
are the source of the carnelian, and offer tiny pockets of this material. 
But be forewarned, the rock here is extremely tough!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you can't find opal when 
you go digging, you will 
almost certainly be able 
to find some "standard" 
brown petrified wood. 
Here, a good sized limb 
that is not opalized has 
come out of the wall at 
the Royal Peacock Mine.  
 
 
 

Now this is getting 
better! Here's a 
piece of petrified 
wood with a thin 
seam of precious 
opal traveling 
through its interior.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Virgin 
Valley oddity: 
an opalized 
limb with 
petrified 
rootlets 
within. As 
one claim 
owner 
explained, 
millions of 
years ago, 
the area had 
lakes. As 
these lakes 
dried up, 
willows were among the first trees to colonize the drying lakebeds, 
and they had aggressive root systems which plumbed some of the 
hollow casts left in the deeper soil by decayed wood. As the casts 
filled with silica solution, the roots were encased and fossilized along 

with the limb cast.  
 
You have to look close. 
Precious opal can 
sometimes be easy to 
miss. This piece of opal 
didn't appear to have any 
areas of fire at first.  
 
 
 

But when a small chip was 
popped out of the center, it 
revealed a nice area of rare 
black fire core that was 
stable!  
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Despite all your best 
efforts, you might get 
skunked, and it's not 
really your fault if you 
work hard and find 
nothing. As one claim 
owner at the Bonanza 
Mine put it, "Your 
chances of finding opal 
are slim to none". I dug 
the wall hard for 7 hours 
at the Royal Peacock 
Mine, and got nothing to 

show for it. But I saw a 
digger right next to me pull 
a beautiful precious opal 
limb!  
 

 
Here, a nice long opalized 
limb has been found in the 
opal bearing clay, but 
shows no hint of color.  

 
 
 

 
Here it is cleaned up, and 
it's really quite a nice 
specimen of crystal (glass 
clear) and white opal limb, 
even if it doesn't have any 
color. But this piece could 
mysteriously fire up later 
on as it dries out, and of 
course that's what eve 
rybody hopes for!  
 

A wild burro brays in the 
distance, and the sound is 
overly large and obnoxious in 
this empty land. It's as if the 
burro is laughing at the fool 
diggers out there scratching 
at the dirt. And it's true: we're 
pretty far out of our element 
and engaged in the 
rockhound equivalent of a 
Quixotic quest, searching for that proverbial needle in a hundred 

haystacks!  
 
 
But the lure of black fire 
keeps diggers coming 
back to try again!  
 
Opalholics, we're 
called! And you can see 

why. Here, a beautiful, 
large, domed limb 
shows deep reflected 
points of colorful fire 
that dance within, in a 
way that the camera 
cannot possibly 
convey.  
 

A fiery white limb 
section shows off 
some poppin' flashes.  
 
A real sweet, direct fire 
limb.  

 
How about this 
whopper! What are 
Virgin Valley opals 
worth? While travel 
videos on TV toss out 

big figures as diggers pluck 
opals from the wall, other 
claim owners prefer to keep 
quiet, and let the opal speak 
for itself. I will say this: some 
of the opals in these photos, 
which I purchased from the 
Bonanza Mine mill site, back 
in the mid 1990's, were not 
very expensive. I'm not sure I 
am able to believe some of the pricing I'm hearing today.  
One miner told me that if the Virgin Valley opal was stable, he would 
just be cutting, and not running a fee dig. I think that's a telling 
statement. It's true that the very best specimens of any kind of 
mineral, including opal, will 
always command a high price. 
So a fantastic specimen opal 
from the Virgin Valley might be 
right up there in price, when 
compared to a fine cuttable 
opal from Australia. But in 
general, the capricious, 
unstable nature of the Virgin 
Valley opals will probably always preclude them from being readily 

embraced by the gem industry.   
 
It's good to admire beauty for 
beauty's sake, without notions of 
price, and the Virgin Valley opals 
make it easy to do just that. The 
wall of fire in this opal looks like 
some other-dimensional realm out 

of a Star Trek movie. Live long 
and prosper. And maybe get an 
opal dig in while you're out there 
travelling the universe! 
From 
https://scottsrocks.com/scotts-
blog/64-precious-opal-from-the-
virgin-valley 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
The following are the final chapters of the book From Rags to 
Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters were published 
in the Opal Express from May 2011 through Nov. 2013.  The 
Editor 
From Rags to Riches 

Chapter 53 – “Plane Crash” 
The next morning being a Friday I left for the shop, Johnny had an 
early start he was quite excited when we found all the potch. So you 
can imagine he would have been off like a bucket of prawns in the hot 
sun. 

https://scottsrocks.com/scotts-blog/64-precious-opal-from-the-virgin-valley
https://scottsrocks.com/scotts-blog/64-precious-opal-from-the-virgin-valley
https://scottsrocks.com/scotts-blog/64-precious-opal-from-the-virgin-valley
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I got to the shop and opened gave Hilda all the instructions and then 
I went to see Doug McCallum and ordered my Besser Blocks Cement 
and Sand plus steel rods timber for the door jamb and door, the Toilet 
Cistern and the 200ltr Water Tank. After I finished there I went Alf 
Brenner he has a Drilling Rig and organized a time on Sunday for him 
to come and sink a 30 foot hole for the Toilet. 
My task for the Toilet Order was completed so I went to see Johnny 
how he was progressing. He was doing quite well and had a lot of dirt 
ready for pulling. I cut the light a couple of times so he knew I was 
there. I locked down the shaft and he made the cut the power sign to 
me which I did and the lights were running of the batteries. 
He climbed up and I handed him a bottle of drink which he 
appreciated, he told me that he is chasing some traces but nothing of 
any great value or excitement. We spent the afternoon gouging a 
drive and leave the level there till the next day for Johnny to drop, as 
it was Saturday and I am busy at the shop till 2pm. 
We dug about 6 feet of a clean drive which gave as about 24sqft of 
Opal level for Johnny to drop tomorrow.  
After we cleaned out the shaft and everything was ready for tomorrow, 
we packed up and went on our way, I said to Johnny let’s have a quick 
drink and I pick up my meat. 
So we drove to Gus’s place and there was Doug Johnston telling 
people that he is flying to Adelaide tomorrow and he has room in his 
Plane if someone wants to go back to Adelaide. 
He came over to me and said he is flying out at about 2 pm if it is Ok 
to take him to the Plane, he told me he has some passengers, One 
Guy which I never met did not look to trust worthy, then there was a 
girl which wanted to see her parents in Adelaide, and of course Rob 
and Trevor’s parents they were ready to go home to Adelaide, I asked 
Doug if I have to collect them, he told me that Rob is bringing them 
with his Parents. 
I nodded and agreed to everything and said to Doug well we see you 
tomorrow about 2 pm. He nodded shouted us a couple beers and he 
went. 
Rob who was also there came over and sat with us fo4r a short while 
and told us that the parents wanted to get back to civilization, I said I 
can’t blame them and what a luck that Doug has room. Rob nodded 
and said Doug did not charge anything, well that’s great I replied 
We drank our beer and went home, Chris was waiting with a nice 
dinner, I washed up and gave the little one a quick squeeze and hug… 
she giggled and said Daddy your Whiskas is tickling me, I said I will 
have a shave later 
The evening went without much of activity and action, so we all went 
to bed and had a good night’s rest. 
The Next morning I drove to the Shop and did what I have to do on a 
Saturday including the week’s totals, it was quite a busy morning and 
we had a record day for a Saturday. 
Of course I was anxious to find out how Johnny went with the Level, I 
could be sitting here and be filthy rich and don’t know about it, (Wishful 
thinking). 
The morning really dragged on and I could not wait for 2pm. 
Time came I closed up asked Helen to clean what was left to clean 
and I was going to take Doug to the Plane. 
I arrived home and just parked the car, gave Chris the Meat and I 
went to Doug’s place, he just grabbed a couple small suit cases and 
put them in the Land cruiser. He shut the door and said ‘let’s roll’, on 
the way to the Air strip he asked me how things are with the claim, I 
told him and he said ‘by the sound of it a cut would be the answer and 
less dangerous’, I told him we have a little underground work to do 
which is quite save, and when we finish that the I will get a cut put in 
We arrived at the airstrip and there were the People waiting, 4 
Passengers I stopped the Cruiser and got Doug’s cases; he went and 
unlocked the plane I handed him the cases which he put inside. I went 
to the side where the passenger door was and Doug opened it and I 
pulled the ladder down. 
He asked the people to get on board, he helped Robs parents and sat 
them in opposite chairs, then the other guy in front of Robs Father, 

the Girl ask if she could sit with him in front of the Plane, to which 
Doug agreed so she settled in the co-pilots seat 
Everyone was strapped in, and we went through the safety check etc, 
Doug got me to drain the water from the fuel filters on the wing tanks, 
and then he got me to Spin the Props alternately a few turns, he 
showed his thumb and I stopped and heard him say “Fire one” and 
one engine started to roar and settled down into a steady even purr, 
then the same for the second engine which also settled down to a 
steady purr. 
He nodded to me and I removed the wheel chocks and the plane 
started to coast slowly down the runway to turn around in to the takeoff 
position. 
The plane turned around and was ready to take off, the twin engines 
from the Piper Comanche started to roar and the plane was gathering 
speed and shortly lifted off, it climbed to about 150feet as suddenly 
the planes left wing pointed to the ground and for a moment I thought 
Doug is returning as he might forgot something, but for doing this 
maneuver the plane was too low, the nose of the plane begun pointing 
down and the plane nose-dived sideways in to the ground about 20 
meter of the air strip. The wing hit first and then the nose of the 
fuselage, my heart stood still, I raced towards the wreck fortunately 
there was no explosion or fire at the moment all I could see bodies 
everywhere. I located Doug and I did see he had some severe 
lacerations on the throat and blood seeping slowly from this wounds, 
he whispered to me saying flick all switches off I rushed to the 
smashed cockpit and flicked every switch I could find it was in case 
of any electric spark to ignite the spilled fuel. 
I went back to him and said all done and I could see the bare main 
arteries in his throat pulsating. I said I get help, he nodded and as I 
was running to the land cruiser I saw already people coming also from 
the Hospital, I recognized the Doctor and the Nurses; you had a good 
few from the Hospital towards the air strip. The whole thing was so 
quickly. I saw the Nurse covering three bodies with blankets which 
told me these people did not survive the crash. The Girl the only 
survivor from the passengers was lying with a broken Leg and some 
cuts and bruises. The male passenger, his face was totally disfigured 
beyond recognition from the Perspex of the window where he crashed 
through. Unfortunately Robs Parents they both suffered a broken 
neck. 
And Doug had two broken wrists, broken nose and severe cuts which 
needed to be stitched on his throat the Dr. attended to Doug’s injuries 
temporarily to still the bleeding and a Helicopter from Woomera came 
and flew Doug and the Girl to Port Augusta Hospital. 
The other bodies were taken to Andamooka Hospital. 
By the time the bodies had been transported from the Airstrip, there 
must have been about 200 people there; of course Rob, Trevor and 
Lorraine were there as well, they went back to Hospital where the 
deceased parents were taken to. The Police (Rangers) came as well 
and asked questions, I was the only eye witness who saw the actual 
crash close up. I told them everything from the arrival to the departure 
and the crash. 
They said there will be an inquest from the Civil Aviation they will be 
here tomorrow and inspect the wreck to see if there was a pilot error 
or a mechanical failure. The will be asking for me, I said I am glad I 
can be of assistance, and I am convinced that it was not a Pilot error 
The Rangers (Police) arranged for someone to spend the night on the 
airstrip to guard the Wreck so no one can tamper with The towns 
people were gathering around the wreck and there were of course a 
lot comments some good some detrimental towards the Pilot. 
I said very loud ‘why the bloody hell doesn’t you wait till you hear the 
outcome before making any judgment’. But let me tell you, you can 
be rest assured it was not a fault of the Pilot’. I am sure this event is 
the talk at the restaurants tonight. 
I left and went home locked the Land cruiser away and got to my place 
Chris came out and said what the hell happened somebody was 
screaming there was a plane crash, and then I saw Lorraine and she 
was crying, what’s going on? I told Chris everything and she was in 
shock. The next minute Johnny rolls up and he said in town he went 
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to get petrol and there were talks about Doug’s plane crashed, I 
nodded and I repeated all to Johnny so he knew what happened 
instead of listening to bloody gossip mongers. 
We all lost our appetite, I said to Chris go over to Lorraine and see if 
you can help with something, Chris nodded and said a good Idea, the 
poor people must be devastated. 
I wanted to change the subject and find out from Johnny what went 
on at the mine, he told me there are some traces but we have to drive 
90 degrees to follow the traces, by driving straight ahead there is dead 
level. 
So from these 24square feet of level you brought me nothing, and I 
smiled. 
Not much later and Chris returned and told me how everyone is in a 
mess, and she decided to let them get over the worst part of this 
shock. 
I turned around and said to Chris I don’t feel like sitting at home I like 
some activity to take my mind of things, I still see this horrible picture 
in front of my eyes, with Doug lying there blood slowly seeping from 
his cuts the pulsating arteries etc. The Guy with his unrecognizable 
face then Rob’s parents with their head s in an unusual position and 
all pale, I am going to have bloody night mares I can see that. Chris 
came up to me and put her body against mine and said Well looks like 
I have to take your mind off things haven’t I? Sweetheart I think you 
got Buckley’s chance to get a reaction from me tonight. 
She turned around smiled at me and said put your money where your 
mouth is buster, I bet you 100 dollars that I can take your mind of the 
crash… I replied you’re on. Johnny said “listen you two I think you 

should be alone tonight, how about I go out and have something to 
eat and I take Beatrix with me?” I asked Beatrix “do you want to go 
with Uncle Johnny to have something to eat in town,” there was no 
objection from the little one and she was quite excited. I took $ 20.00 
out of my pocket and handed it to Johnny, he gave it back to me and 
said don’t insult me, Ok I said laughingly ‘piss off you two and see you 
about 10pm take the VW and I tossed him the Keys. 
He and Beatrix left and Chris said I got some cold meat left I can make 
us a couple sandwiches and you brought some wine yesterday which 
we can open a bottle, and then we have a shower and I will give you 
Swedish massage ok? ‘How can I refuse I said’. 
While Chris prepared the Sandwiches I was just sitting here and 
staring in to emptiness. 
Chris said you can’t shake it, can you? ‘I see the plane diving and 
hitting the ground and bodies flying, blood and cuts etc. You know I 
am a butcher and animal blood means nothing to me, but that is 
Human blood and from people I knew, it’s horrible, I really would like 
to know what made the plane to crash’. 
We ate the sandwiches and drank a couple glasses of wine, and I 
started to mellow a little. 
Chris said ‘ok let’s go and have a shower’. Lead the way I said and 
we dropped our clothes and went in to the shower cubicle. 
This was another experience and so was the rest of the evening and 
I owe Chris $100 dollar. 
We were Sound asleep when Beatrix and Johnny came home, he put 
Beatrix to bed and he disappeared himself to his room. 

 

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 
Stan M. McCall 

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist 
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs 

Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing 
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones 

(714) 220-9282 

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630 
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/ 

custom-creative@earthlink.net 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available 

TIKKA OPALS 
E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au 

www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com 
phone: +61-7-55469324 
mobile: +61-417-421205 

Advertise in this Space! 
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month 
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month 

Half Page Size: $20 per month 
Full Page Size: $40 per month 

Contact: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
mailto:custom-creative@earthlink.net
mailto:mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
http://www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com/
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application 

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) 
AMOUNT 
PAID 

DUES: 
SELECT ONE 

RENEWING MEMBERS $30   

NEW MEMBERS $40   

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10   

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE (Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5   

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10   

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:  

 

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to: 

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at 
http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal 
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account 
is membership@opalsociety.org.  

 

NAME 
 

BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX 

CITY STATE 

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) 

PHONE - Home 
(        ) 

PHONE - Business 
(        ) 

FAX 
(        ) 

E-MAIL 

WEBSITE 

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be 
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information 
above, please note that on the application. 

 Address  Phone  E-mail  Website   

Please sign here: ________________________________________ Date _____________ 
 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 
The American Opal Society. 

Copyright 2016. All rights reserved. 
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise 

Reserved. 

Editor-Jim Pisani 
Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: 

The Opal Express C/O 
Jim Pisani 

P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

Are Your Dues Due Now? 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL. 
There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your 
membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are 
overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue. 
A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note, 
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received 
you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is 
your responsibility to assure your dues are current. 
Thank you, 
The Editor 

NAME BADGE ORDER FORM: 

 
PLEASE  PRINT  NAME  AS  
YOU  WISH  IT  TO  APPEAR  ON  
YOUR  BADGE  using  up  to  two  
(2)  lines  of  text  for  your  name,  
nickname,  or  name  of  your  opal  
related  business. 

http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm
mailto:membership@opalsociety.org
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 
P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 

Volume #49 Issue #2 
 

February 2016 

  

Feb. 24th General Meeting 
 
— GENERAL MEETINGS — 
4th  Wednesday of the Month 
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM 
 

Garden Grove Masonic Lodge 
11270 Acacia Pkwy 
Garden Grove, CA 92840 
 
MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 
 

 

 

 

Some Topics In This Issue: 
 $10,000 Ballpoint Pen 

 Opalized Limb Casts from Indonesia, 
Ethiopia, and Virgin Valley, Nevada 

 From Rags to Riches: Ch. 53 –Plane Crash 
 

 
The American Opal Society 

http://OpalSociety.org  

Pete Goetz 
Russ Madsen 
Jim Pisani 
Veronica Purpura 

President 
Treasurer 
Editor & Webmaster 
Show Chairman 

(714) 530-3530 
(562) 884-2254 
(714) 815-4638 
(714) 974-3982 
 

email: mpg1022@aol.com 
email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net 
email: editor@opalsociety.org 
email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com 
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Garden Grove Masonic 
Lodge 

11270 Acacia Pkwy 
Garden Grove, CA 92840 

Speaker this Month: 
 

Russ Madsen on Volcanic 
Opal from 

California and Nevada 
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