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President’s Message

By Pete Goetz
Hey Folks, its 2016: Here somethings you should know:
2015 was a good year for the American Opal Society. Our annual
OPAL and Gem Show had a great attendance, more than | have seen
in a long time. Interviews with both vendors and attendees all had a
positive feeling about the Show. Kudos to Veronica!
| have received a goodly number of new member application from
Russ Madsen. This indicates, to me, an increase in new members (at
the time this article was written). However, this is dues paying
season. So, | don’'t know how many of you are still excited about
OPAL. | will get a net/gain membership accounting in the near future.
+++++++
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Important New Meeting and Show Information

General Meetings will now be held on:
The Fourth (4™ Wednesday of the Month
The new location is:

Garden Grove Masonic Center
11270 Acacia Parkway
Garden Grove, CA 92840

Board of Directors meetings will be held at the same
place as above, but will be held on the Fourth (4th)
Monday of the month. The next meeting will be
Wednesday, March 24, 2016.

Our annual Opal Gem & Jewelry Show, on Nov. 5th & 6",
will have a new home this year at:

The Business Expo Center
1960 S Anaheim Way
Anaheim, CA 92805

See http://www.businessexpocenter.com/

AQOS Calendar

Date Day of Week Meeting Location Meeting Topic / Speaker
01/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Stan McCall on Quartzsite, Arizona
02/24/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Russ Madsen on Volcanic Opal
03/23/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal Appraisal / Workshop Session
04/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced
05/25/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced
06/22/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Live Opal Auction
07/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced
08/24/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal Cutting Seminar
09/28/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced
10/26/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal & Gem Show Work Session
11/05/16 Saturday Business Expo Center 49th Annual Opal & Gem Show
11/06/16 Sunday Business Expo Center 49th Annual Opal & Gem Show
11/23/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal & Gem Show Recap / Possible Speaker
12/28/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge AOS Christmas Party Potluck
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Opal Society Members Enter Juried Show
By Russ Madsen

Hey everybody! Our own member-jewelers Kathy James and Stan
McCall have been selected as entrants to the Bead Society of Orange
County Art of Adorning juried show and Bead Bazaar hosted by the
Bowers Museum in Santa Ana.

The event takes place the fourth Saturday of April, 10am to 4pm, April
23, 2016. The public is invited and admission is free to the Bead
Bazaar in the plaza grounds of the Bowers. Mark your calendars and
plan to attend to see the beautiful creations Kathy and Stan will be
showing_ Pendants

A special note of congratulations to Kathy who won Best In Show -
Professional Jeweler at the Orange County Fair. Nice!!!

Bowers Museum of Cultural Art is located at 2002 N. Main St., Santa
Ana, CA 92706.

Here are some of the fine examples of beads and jewelry these artists
have created.

Here is a link to the show at the Bowers Muesum:
www.beadsocietyoc.org/bowers _artofadorning.html

‘\g’
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Stone inlaid pendants
\
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Onyx pendants with precious gemstones set in gold

I Gold, Mexican opal and tsavorite rings I

| Matching jade wedding bands, hand carved |
by Stan McCall

Silverware Birdhouse
Pendant

2015 Orange County Fair Division Winner and Best of Show Winner - Jewelry Category (Professional Category)

Bracelet can be connected to a viking knit
chain and worn as a short necklace.

Bracelet frontand back g ¢ | : ++++++++++H+
y EastldahoNews.com

Small Idaho Town Doubles as Landmark Opal
Gem Destination

| Stones are: Chrysocolla/Malachite and Peridot set in sterling silver|

This suite of jewelry will be available for sale at
Art of Adornment 2016.

By Bill Schiess, EastldahoNews

Aug 8th, 2015
SPENCER, Idaho
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The tiny community of Spencer has been a landmark destination in
northeastern Idaho for decades.

Home to one of Idaho's most treasured gems, the Spencer precious
opal, the town enjoys a steady stream of visitors that come to the area
to dig and hunt for the multicolored gemstones.

But some things are changing in Spencer. A combination of illness
and retirement among several shop and mine owners means several
venues could close or decrease hours. Other stores, however, report
that business remains the same as usual.

Opal Mountain Mine

"l really can't mine anymore, and after 25 years we will be soon be
full-time Californians," Bob Thompson of the Opal Mountain Mine said
early in August. "Susan and | sold the mine about two months ago
and are discounting our finished stones, trying to sell our inventory as
the new owner probably won't open it."

e
. .
EASTIDAHON EWS.COM

The Thompsons sold their mine to Pete Jeppesen, originally from
Idaho Falls, but now of Alaska.

"We understand that Pete will only operate the mine a few weeks
during the summer and will not be operating the store,” said
Thompson. "The opal kept the store open, but it has taken a toll on us
over the years."

Over the past 25 years, Bob and Susan have had some memorable
stones produced from their mine. The largest precious opal found by
them was rock that weighed about 2 pounds. They still proudly display
it. Their largest cut stone, measuring 78 by 58 mm, is in the
Smithsonian.

One of their specialties is the star opals, which feature three to six
rays running from the center to a light on the edge of the gem.

Hot Rock Gems

Hot Rock Gems is owned by Boneta and Brent Sudweeks, but due to
health problems, they are helped in their mines and shop by Steve
Beard.

"We get our (precious) opal from the Thompson mine, and we hope
that continues with the sale," Beard said. "But we have a common
opal mine about 15 miles west of here that produces a white, pink and
brown opal called “ice cream opal.”

Precious opal lies in layers and to make the gems, they can be backed
with other rock and capped by a clear stone, which creates a "triplet.”
The ice cream opal is a common solid opal with less water content in
it, allowing the semi-precious gems to be a solid piece.

High Country Opal, Gems and Jewelry

At High Country Opal, Gems and Jewelry, Jackie Hooper runs the
store by herself since her husband, Dennis, has become ill and cannot
work the stones anymore.

The Opal Express The American Opal Society
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"We have enough rough material for me to continue doing this for the
rest of my life," Hooper said. "We got most of our material from the

. Thompson mine when it was owned by Lickenwalter. Dennis had a

towing business but helped him mine the opal and was paid in stones
rather than money."

The Hoopers have bought some material from the Thompsons after
they bought the mine from the previous owner. Jackie does most of
the work on the stones, but her son, Kraig Smith, builds the sets and
sets most of the stones.

= Spencer Opal Mines and Opal Country Cafe

Spencer Opal Mines and Opal Country Cafe is owned by Claudia and

A.J. Couture.

It's the original mine that opened in 1968, and the family says Spencer

Opal Mines and Cafe isn't changing. Daughter Erin Mortensen said

the mine has been in the family for four generations and her younger

children are already making plans to take over the venue.

"We don't have plans to go anywhere,” Mortensen said. "We've
lans, and we're coming ear anniversary."

EASTIDAHONEWS.COM

Spencer Opal Mines is unique because it includes a "mini-mine"
behind the cafe where 10 to 70 "would-be miners" search daily for
opal in a pile of rock brought down from the business's 20-acre mine
eight miles east of Spencer.

"We have the original mine and the largest one," Claudia said as she
hurried around the store. "Due to insurance, we cannot let visitors in
the mine to hunt the stones, so we bring material down here for them
to search through."

Groups like Boy Scout troops, schools and family reunions often come
to search for the opals.

"We wanted to have a little fun that is different for our family reunion,"
said Valerie Dunn of Saratoga Springs, Utah, as she cracked open
the stones. "(My daughter) Jamie has found a good one, and my
nephew, Hayden (Pearson), also got one."

The store's website contains a list the charges and rules for digging
there.

One thing all of the owners and miners of the precious opal have in
common is they're keeping the best and unique stones they find. The
Thompson's have their "Bob's Star" and the 2-pound gem, while
Jackie Hooper has her rare pink solid precious opal ring.
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As the future of the Spencer opal changes, it is unclear what will
happen to the shops and mines. Hot Rock Gems and High Country
Opal, Gems and Jewelry, are the only two shops that are open year
round. Spencer Opal Mines and Cafe is open full time from Memorial
Day through Labor Day with reduced hours during April, May and
October, but then closed during the winter months.

As the city changes, residents are optimistic new ownership of shops

and mines may be a good thing for the community. Whatever

happens, though, residents are sure the Spencer precious opal will
continue to attract tourists and gem hunters for years to come.
From https://ksl.com/?sid=35862005&nid=711

The way these balls interacted reminded me of electron
microscope photos of real precious opal. — The Editor.

e o T

Former Child Star Shirley Temple's Rare Blue
Diamond Ring to be Auctioned

Reporting by Piya Sinha-Roy; Editing by Bernard Orr

A rare blue diamond ring belonging to the late Shirley Temple, one of
Hollywood's most famous child actors, is going up for auction starting
at $25 million, auctioneer Sotheby's said Thursday.

The 9.54-carat Fancy Deep Blue diamond ring was purchased by
Temple's father for $7,210 in 1940 around the time of the actress' 12th
birthday, Sotheby's said.

The ring will be auctioned on April 19 as part of Sotheby's Magnificent
Jewels sale, and is estimated to be valued between $25 million and
$35 million.

The Opal Express The American Opal Society
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A Chemistry Lesson from L.A.'s Shade Balls
The reason reservoir balls organize into hexagonal grids.

By Robert Coolman

When city officials placed shade balls in the Los Angeles Reservoir
last summer to reduce evaporation and stop sunlight from triggering
chemical reactions, onlookers noticed the balls arranging into
strangely intricate patterns. Why? Look to chemistry for the answer:
The 96 million balls mimic the behavior of atoms. The 4-inch balls are
restricted to a two-dimensional plane, so they tend to organize into
efficient hexagonal grids, much like the atoms in crystals. Each grid
reflects sunlight slightly differently, and lower water levels result in
double stacking, leading to the reservoir's patchwork look.

+++++++++H
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Hiker Finds Rare Gold Coin in Israel

Jerusalem (CNN) The shiny object was just sitting there in the grass,
waiting to be found. It was a 2,000-year-old gold coin with the face of
a Roman emperor, so rare that only one other such coin is known to
exist.

Laurie Rimon discovered the gold coin while hiking in eastern Galilee
recently, not far from the biblical site where it's written that Jesus
walked on water and performed the miracle of the multiplication of the
fish and bread. Rimon, from a kibbutz in northern Israel, turned it over
to the Israel Antiquities Authority. It was her own little miracle.

"It was not easy parting with the coin," she said. "After all, it is not
every day one discovers such an amazing object, but | hope | will see
it displayed in a museum in the near future."

"This coin is rare on a global level," said Dr. Danny Syon, a coin expert
with the Israel Antiquities Authority.

The coin shows the face of Emperor Augustus, Caesar's heir and the
founder of the Roman Empire. Augustus ruled from 27 BC to AD 14,
during the time of Jesus. In AD 107, Emperor Trajan minted a series
of coins to honor the Roman emperors who came before him,
according to Donald Ariel, head curator of the coin department at the
Israel Antiquities Authority. This gold coin was created as a tribute to
the reign of Augustus. It refers to him as "Divus Augustus," or
Augustus the Divine, who Ariel says was considered a deity after his
death.

The hiker's discovery has created a mystery: What was such a
valuable coin doing around the Sea of Galilee?

"It's the only coin we know for the site in which it was found in Eastern
Galilee. Eastern Galilee is a place where we don't know very much
about this time period," Ariel said.

The coin would have been too valuable for everyday use, like using a
$100 bill to buy a pack of chewing gum. Common merchants in the
Roman province probably would not have had change for such a high-
value coin, Ariel said. It may have been part of a payment to a Roman
soldier, Ariel hypothesized, perhaps stationed in the area to suppress
the Bar Kochva revolt, a Jewish action against the Romans. The revolt
had sympathizers near Galilee, said Ariel, and the soldiers may have
been there to maintain order.

"You find one coin, you cannot very easily reconstruct what was going
on. You don't find gold coins on the ground, so you start fantasizing
and thinking what could it be," Ariel said. Trajan's bronze and silver
coins are common in the region, but his gold coins are extremely rare,
he said.

Only one such other gold coin has ever been found, according to the
Israel Antiquities Authority. That coin, with an image of Emperor
Augustus minted by Emperor Trajan, sits at the British Museum.
Now it has a twin.

From April 2016, Discover Magazine

+++++
The following are the final chapters of the book From Rags to
Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters were published
The Opal Express The American Opal Society

in the Opal Express from May 2011 through Nov. 2013. The
Editor

From Rags to Riches

Chapter 54 — “The Conclusion”

| woke up and my body was covered in perspiration, | could not get
the picture of the crash and bodies out of my mind.

Being Sunday morning | just staggered out of bed and realized it is
7am only, everyone else was still asleep. | put the Kettle on the gas
burner to make a cup of coffee. As | was standing there and gazing
into emptiness | felt a pair of hands around my waste, and soft lips on
my neck.

A sleepy voice said’ you could not sleep, could you? | shook my head
in agreement, Chris continued ‘you were tossing and turning all night’.
I know | hope these visions will disappear soon, do you want a
coupa?’ Chris agreed and just as | poured our coffee | heard the noise
of a car engine. | opened the door and looked and | saw the Land
rover from the Rangers (Police) with a couple of People in there, |
walked out on the porch and Gary one of the Rangers got out and a
couple city style dressed men followed him.

Gary greeted and introduce these two me which were from the
department of Civil Aviation. They asked me if | could help them with
the inquiry into the Plane crash, | nodded and said come in.

Chris threw some clothes on quickly while we were outside and we
got in | offered them to sit down and Chris asked if they would like a
Coffee, gratefully they agreed and Chris went in to kitchen to make
coffee.

They did ask me if | can tell them exactly what happened and what |
saw.

| told them everything in every detail from the time | got into the Land
cruiser of Doug and took him to the Air Strip and to the crash and what
happened till help arrived. One of the guys was very biased and
leaning towards a human error by Doug which caused the Crash. He
kept questioning me about Doug, if he was a drinker etc. | took great
offence to this behavior of this guy and told him,” if you was just as
halve as good as an Investigator to Doug’s being a Pilot you would
not make these insinuations, If there was a human error it was beyond
any control from the Pilot. Doug was the most cautious Pilot | have
ever seen,” ‘I was in the Air force and flew myself Vipers and
Phantoms and | could see when Doug was doing preflight checks right
down to hand spinning the propellers prior to ignition, and right to the
start | could hear him saying out loud ‘Fire one’ then’ fire two’ etc.’
This guy just smirked and said’ We shall see at the Inquest.” Gary the
Ranger and the other guy looked at each other and then at me and
they could see how agitated | became. | just replied’ | just got up from
my chair and said ‘This conversation is over, you better get the hell
out of here, don’t you come here and make accusations and
insinuations, obviously you don’t know shit from clay’ | see you at the
inquest if there is ever going to be one. Gary smirked at me and
winked.

The other guy grabbed my hand and shook it and said’ thank you for
your help, ‘l am sure there is a good reason for the crash; | will find it.’
| overlooked the ignorant guy’s hand, and opened the door for them.
The got into Gary’s Land cruiser and drove off. Johnny got up in the
meantime and came out and said to me, ‘Did somebody ruffle your
feathers?’ | said ‘don’t be bloody smart | am not in the mood’; | hate
when bureaucratic pencil pushing arse holes come out and making
accusations and insinuations without any facts and or proof.’ There is
something with this crash which | am missing, | sat down and closed
my eyes and tried to picture the event again, and suddenly | realized
what it was The left propeller was not spinning when the Plane
plummeted down, this engine must have been out and therefore the
left wing dropped and the right wing started to climb.

Anyhow | went to the Hospital and saw the Doc there and he told me
that Doug was very lucky, his injuries could have been fatal, if the cuts
were one millimeter deeper, he also told me that Doug will be coming
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back here to the Hospital the Flying Doctor is bringing him and the
Girl back this afternoon.

I know | should get on with my business, but | cannot help | must know
what went wrong. There was very little enthusiasm in my camp; | just
have to let things go by to start firing again with the same attitude prior
to this disaster.

| said to Chris, | am going down to Gus for a drink, she nodded and
said ‘be home for dinner’ | said yes | am just waiting for the Flying
Doctor to arrive so | can see Doug to find out what happened before
the two guys from the Civil Aviation get a hold on him’ Obviously Doug
is not the only one there is the girl Dianne which broke her legs in the
crash, she would know something as well’.

| left and | did not organize Johnny for anything he hopefully has
enough sense to do what needs doing.

When | got to Gus place it was full with people and the two Aviation
guys were also there and the one who bothered me | think he
introduced himself as Harold, was quizzing everyone and looking for
a way to blackball Doug,.

I could not help myself and | had to say to him ‘why the bloody hell
don’t you back off and wait till you hear Doug’s Story. Gary the ranger
came over to me and said ‘Pete lay off or he will have you charged
with obstruction of an Investigation and | have to take you in and put
you into the lock up.’ | said to Gary ‘The Bastard rubs me up the wrong
way, he has got an attitude problem, he is this kind of person who will
hang you before you are convicted, what do you think | asked Gary,
he replied ‘I have known Doug for a long time and he flew us several
times to Port Augusta and | found him a very consciences Pilot,
obviously if there is an Inquest | will appear as a Character witness.’
Don’t pay any attention to this guy, because he thinks he is here in
the Scrub he feels superior, and everybody is a caveman’. | nodded
and said ‘I am a bit up tight, this experience knocked the stuffing out
of me and | am on the edge, | will be ok once | know everything is ok.
I had my beer and just listened to the bullshit going on everyone all of
a sudden becomes an Aeronautical expert and bloody Pilot.

| sad to Gary | got to get out of here before | do something | regret
later, he just patted me on the shoulder and said ‘take it easy mate
everything will pan out all right.” | nodded and went out to the car, Just
as | was getting in the car | heard the Helicopter arriving, | drove to
the Hospital and got there just as they were wheeling Doug in to the
Hospital, Dr. Benson from the Hospital was there and | asked him if it
was ok to have a quick word with Doug. He agreed and replied ‘let me
wheel him to the ward and you can see him, Doug saw me and he
smiled at me | could see it was a labored smile. All his neck and throat
was in bandages same as his wrists, plus some bandages around one
of his knee.

He got into the ward and the Nurse is preparing his bed and said to
me ‘The Dr. allowed 10 minutes not more.’ | thanked her and |
grabbed a Chair and sat opposite Doug, | said to him smiling ‘you look
like shit as if you got hit by a Truck’ He smiled and said to me ‘Mate |
really want to thank you for your help, | could have been a total
disaster if you were not quick enough and switched off all
instruments,’ | said Doug please tell me how did it happen, | had a
bloody moron from the Civil Aviation Department knocking at my door
and making Insinuations about it was your fault, he said it will all come
out at the inquest.” Doug smiled and said there won’t be any problems
at the Inquest; it was not a fault of mine.

What happened was, Dianne as you know was in the Co Pilot seat,
we got to about 200 feet up when the Port Engine coughed and died,
| could have easily brought the plane back on one engine, but when
the plane dropped the powerless wing, Dianne screamed and
panicked and locked herself with both hands on the yoke and | could
not move it, to pull up the plane | screamed at her let go but she was
in such a panic that she did not hear me or realized that | was
screaming at her and at 120 knots 200 feet down is not a long way
and very little time left to do anything’ | spoke with her and she
remembered everything and she said she will testify if required. ‘We
had people from Aviation department at the Hospital in Port Augusta
and they took our Statements this morning, they said not to worry
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nothing will happen the death of the three people are classed as
accidental death. ‘By the way the young guy sitting behind Robs
Father was a wanted criminal for Assault with a deadly weapon, He
was wanted by the SA Police; they identified him with his finger prints.’
By the way these two guys here from the DCA are here only to
investigate and organize for the plane to be checked over, nothing
else | think they just wanted to earn some brownie points with DCA If
| was at fault, | would be charged with Negligible Homicide.

So forget about it, | will be ok; | just have to get another Plane, and
get the Insurance claim organized. | have sent a note to Trevor and
Rob and told them | will pay for the funeral of their Parents with my
deepest condolences.” That’s nice Doug’ you get well | just look in on
Dianne, He said good bye and | went to see the nurse and ask her
where Dianne was, she told me | went there and there was Dianne
lying in Bed bruises all over her face and her legs in Plaster right up
to her hip. | said hello and she said to me, | am so sorry and she
started crying. | hugged her and said,” Hey who would know what
anybody would do in a situation like that, don’t blame yourself you
were acting out of sheer terror.” | was sad that some people have lost
their lives, but you can’t take this and carry it around for the rest of
your life, | am sure Rob and Trevor wouldn’t want you to. So please
take it easy and put it out of your mind and try to get on with your life,
You will find nobody will blame you, | hugged her again and gave her
a kiss on the cheek and left.

| drove home and felt much better, since everything had been
explained to me and | could understand what happened so the
conclusion is Doug is not at fault and there will be no accusations at
the inquest by the DCA, | decided to close this chapter and
concentrate on my situation to get back to normal to continue the
search for the “Rainbow Rock”

++++++++++

The Lightning Ridge Collection by John Ford
Dazzles at The Oscars
Mar 02, 2016

from The Lightning Ridge Collection by John Ford
GALVESTON, Texas, March 2, 2016 /PRNewswire/ -- Black Opal
Jewelry from the Lightning Ridge Collection by John Ford was once
again a red carpet favorite at this year's Academy Awards.
Australian David White, accepted an Oscar for his role in the making
of Mad Max: Fury Road, wearing a pair of Black Opal cufflinks from
John Ford's Lightning Ridge Collection. "I am very proud that David
White chose to wear my design featuring Black Opals from Lightning
Ridge, Australia," says Ford. "Who better to wear the national
gemstone of Australia to the Oscars than an Aussie?"
At an impromptu post-Oscars photoshoot, David White posed with his
treasured prize and Ford's cufflinks, while straddling a surfboard.
"Aussies know how to celebrate!" says Ford. "It's one of my favorite
things about traveling Down Under - to source Black Opal."
The cufflinks feature 9.18 carats of pear-shaped Black Opal split by
0.31 carats of diamond lightning bolts set in platinum. "Obviously, the
lightning bolts were inspired by my adopted home, Lightning Ridge,
Australia," explained Ford.
While showing off red carpet jewelry on Hollywood Today, famed
stylist Mr. O'Connor commented on Ford's designs: "Celebrities and
stylists alike were astounded by the beauty of John Ford's pieces. The
designs are not only amazing and unique, but each opal used is like
a fingerprint - unique and full of a personality all its own."
Stars such as Katrina Bowden (Public Morals), Sola Bamis (Mad
Men), Marisol Nichols (Teen Wolf), and Carlease Burke (Crowded),
were photographed wearing Ford's original black opal and diamond
designs at a pre-Oscars styling event.
Kate Flannery (The Office) lit up the red carpet at the Women in Film
Pre-Oscar Cocktail Party wearing a 5.93 carat, electric blue black opal
ring accented with 1.50 carats of diamonds, that was complimented
by a pair of triangular shaped red black opal and diamond earrings.
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David White

About John Ford's Lightning Ridge Collection:

John Ford sources Black Opal exclusively from Lightning Ridge,
Australia for his Black Opal and diamond jewelry designs.

The designs can be seen at www.LightningRidgeCollection.com

For more information, contact John Ford via phone at (409) 771-7750
or Email.

Contact: John W. Ford, Lightning Ridge Collection by John Ford,
(409)771-7750

Photo - http://photos.prnewswire.com/prnh/20160301/339161

SOURCE The Lightning Ridge Collection by John Ford

Related Links

http://www.lightningridgecollection.com

T o o L I o a2 e e RS E

March & April 2016 Gem & Mineral Shows

More shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowState=ALL

March 2016

26-27—ROSEVILLE, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Roseville Rock Rollers
Gem and Mineral Society, Roseville (Placer County) Fairgrounds; 800 All
America City Blvd ; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; $6 Admission, Seniors $5 Admission,
Children under 12; This is a very large Gem and Mineral Show, rain or shine!!!
A fantastic educational family event!! Something intriguing for everyone! Over
55+ vendors featuring: Minerals, Crystals, Gemstones, Metal Detectors,
Mining Equipment and Supplies, Locally mined Gold, Fine quality Nugget
Jewelry, Gold Panning — take home REAL GOLD, Fossils, Meteorites,
Polished Stones, Brilliant Ethiopian Opal, World Class Mineral Specimens,
Fluorescent Minerals, Handcrafted Jewelry, Lapidary Equipment and
Supplies, Tourmaline, Gold, Sunstones. "Kids Education Station" a special
interactive educational kids area. Lapidary demonstrations - Silent Auctions.
Also, we bring the Museum to you!! - with over 35 Unique Exhibits - Raffle
Prizes - Hourly Door Prizes - Fabulous Food!! Open House in our Lapidary
shop on the Fairgrounds — A full day of fun - event goes on Rain or Shine! The
Roseville Rock Rollers Gem and Mineral Society is a nonprofit 501C, all
proceeds support our year-round education center on the fairgrounds. A full
day of fun!; contact Gloria Marie, PO Box 452, Roseville, CA 95661, 916-216-
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1114, e-mail: gloriarosevillerockrollers@gmail.com; Web site:
http://www.rockrollers.com/show.html

26-27—ANGELS CAMP, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Calaveras Gem &
Mineral Society, Calaveras County Fairgrounds; 101 Frogtown Rd., Off Hwy
49; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; Adults $5, Children under 12 free; Calaveras Gem &
Jewelry 40th Anniversay Show. Amazing displays, vendors and super raffle!
Free demonstrations, silent auctions, treasure hunt, kids area. Great fun!;
contact Lynn Becker, PO Box 151, Twain Harte, CA 95383, (209)-586-2144;
e-mail: beckerbk@sbcglobal.net; Web site:

www.calaverasgemandmineral.org

April 2016

2-3—TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; South Bay Lapidary & Mineral
Society, Torrance; Ken Miller Rec Center, 3341 Torrance Blvd., entrance on
Madrona Avenue; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; Free Admission; South Bay Lapidary
& Mineral Society’s 67th Annual Show; Show "Nature's Treasures". Free
admission, Artisan's Gift Shop, fluorescent mineral exhibit, demonstrations,
children's activities, prize drawings, door prizes, slabs, lots of rough rock, used
equipment, books, magazines, silent auction, and visit Kay's Kitchen for the
best chili and desserts in town. Hope to see you there! ; contact Leslie Neff,
Torrance, CA, (310) 318-2170; Web site: www.palosverdes.com/sblap
2-3—CENTRAL POINT, OREGON: Annual show; Roxy Ann Gem & Mineral
Society, Inc., The Expo ; Aslrud Arena, 1 Penninger Rd.; Sat. 9 -5 ; Adults $5,
Seniors $3, Students $2, Children under 6 free; Florescent rock display, kids
activies, Saturday 6pm Crater Rock Museum Auction Jewelry Demonstrations;
contact Jami Walkins, 316 S Peach St, Medford, OR 97501, 541-646-5782; e-
mail: orrockgirl58gmail.com; Web site: craterrock.com

t9-10—MARIPOSA, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Mariposa Gem & Mineral
Club, Mariposa County Fairgrounds; 5005 Fairgrounds Rd.; Sat. 10-5, Sun.
10-4; $3 Admission, Children under 15 free admission; The annual Mariposa
Mineral & Gem show will be, at the Mariposa Co. Fairgrounds on Hwy. 49, just
2 miles south of Mariposa. The show will feature vendors of fine mineral
specimens, jewelry and lapidary arts, as well as mineral exhibits, children’s
activities, guest speakers, food & music. The Mariposa Gem & Mineral Club
has lots of fine raffle items at their booth and will be cutting geodes throughout
the show. The State Mining & Mineral Museum, which houses California’s
spectacular mineral collection, is also at the Fairgrounds. Come in and see
breathtaking specimens of rare crystallized gold and minerals. Visit our mine
tunnel and have the kids complete our scavenger hunt for a free prize. Pan for
gold at our 49er gold camp and see the tools and equipment needed to find
gold and survive in the days of the gold rush.; contact Meredith Meehan,
P.O.Box 753, Mariposa, CA 95338, (559)-868-3535; e-mail: mgmc@sti.net
9-10—DOVER, NEW HAMPSHIRE: Annual show; Southeastern New
Hampshire Mineral Club, Dover Veterans Community Center; 156 Back River
Road; Sat. 10-4, Sun. 10-4; $3 Admission , Children under 12 free; 12th
Annual Earl & Melvina Packard Rock, Gem & Mineral Show sponsored by the
Southeastern New Hampshire Mineral Club. 20 Tables of Gems, Minerals,
Jewelry, and more. Door prize drawing every hour. Diamond saws running to
open your geode purchases.; contact Brian Smith, (207)-710-6254; e-mail:
cshorel08@yahoo.com

16-17—SAN JOSE , CALIFORNIA: 61st Annual Gem and Mineral Festival;
Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society , Santa Clara County Fairgrounds
; 344 Tully Rd.; Sat. 10 -5, Sun. 10 -5 ; $6 Admission, Free Admission for
children under 12; Kids area, geode cutting, gold panning, flint knapping,
demonstrations, displays, fluorescent mineral tent, petrified wood display by
Walt Wright, Richard Wade presentations on dinosaurs and volcanoes, 50+
dealers, scholarship booth, special programs for scouts, door prizes. ; contact
June Harris, (408) 265-1422; e-mail: info@scvgms.org ; Web site:
WWW.Scvgms.org

16-17—THOUSAND OAKS, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Conejo Gem &
Mineral Club, Borchard Park Community Center; 190 Reino Road at Borchard
Road; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; Free Admission; There will be gems, lapidary,
minerals and fossil exhibits from members and other local clubs. Dealers
selling beads, geodes, jewelry, books, crystals, fossils, and tools.
Demonstrations such as fossil cleaning, sphere making, lampwork beads,
silversmithing, wire wrapping, metal work, art clay, lapidary cabochon making
and the California Oil Museum. Youth activities such as spinning wheel and
grab bags & a free pebble pup challenge. There will also be plants sales and
a snack bar.; contact Robert Sankovich, 1961 Havenwood Drive, Thousand
Oaks, CA 91360, (805)-494-7734; e-mail: rmsorca@roadrunner.com; Web
site: www.cgamc.org

22-24—SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, Scottish Rite Center; 1895 Camino del Rio S; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun.
10-5; $7 Admission, Children under 11 free; Fine jewelry, precious & semi-
precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals & much
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more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the world will be on site.
Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes.; contact
Yooy Nelson, 503-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:
http://www.gemfaire.com

23-24—PASO ROBLES, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Santa Lucia
Rockhounds, Mid State Fairgrounds; Paso Robles Event Center, 2198
Riverside Ave.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; Admission $3, Free Admission for
children; contact Mike Judy, 805 238-4469; e-mail: mrhaludy@gmail.com;
Web site: www.slrockhounds.org

23-24—WALNUT CREEK, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Pacific Crystal Guild,
Civic Park Community Center; 1375 Civic Drive; Sat. 10 am-6 pm, Sun. 10 am-
4 pm; Adults $10, Children 12 and under are free; Get ready for the April 23-
24 SPRING CONTRA COSTA CRYSTAL FAIR which includes a magical mix
of crystals, minerals, beads, and jewelry. Whether it's stone beads from Nepal,
amethyst geodes from Madagascar, jade from China, or jewelry from northern
California artisans —you'’ll find it at the Crystal Fair at below market prices.
You'll also find an aura camera, tarot reader, sound healer, massage therapist,
reiki master and many others — 30 booths in all. The exact location is the Civic
Park Community Center at 1375 Civic Drive at Broadway in Walnut Creek. The
hours are 10am to 6pm on Saturday, April 23; and 10 am to 4 pm on Sunday,
April 24. Admission is $6 (under 12 free). There is plenty of free parking and
the downtown Walnut Creek BART station is only 4 blocks away. ; contact
Jerry Tomlinson, PO Box 1371, Sausalito, CA 94966, (415) 383-7837; e-mail:
jerry@crystalfair.com; Web site: www.crystalfair.com

23-24—TROQY, OHIO: Annual show; Brukner Gem & Mineral Club, Miami
County Fairgrounds; Duke Lundgard Building, County Road 25-A; Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 10-4; $2 Admission, Children Free; contact Judy Burton, 912 Kent Ln.,
Troy, OH 45373, 9373391966; e-mail: jleeburton@woh.rr.com
23-24—ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Palomar Gem and Mineral
Club, California Center for the Arts; 340 N. Escondido Blvd.; Sat. 10-5, Sun.
10-4; Adults $5, Seniors $3; The Palomar Gem & Mineral Club will hold its 61st
annual Gem & Mineral show. The show will be held in the museum at the
California Center for the Arts, Escondido, CA at 340 N. Escondido Blvd.,
Escondido. Parking is free. There will be dealers selling rock rough, finished
stones, jewelry, beads, and other rock related products. Free gem
identification, and lapidary and jewelry demonstrations will also be available
as well as educational displays. The proceeds from this show support club
activities and enable us to maintain a lapidary shop for member use.
Membership is open to the public.; contact Gayle Hamilton; e-mail:
gemshow@palomargem.org; Web site: www.palomargem.org
23-24—LANCASTER , CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Antelope Valley Gem &
Mineral Club, Lancaster High School; 44701 Lancaster Blvd ; Sat. 10-5, Sun.
10-5; Free Admission; Children's activities, silent auction, demonstrations,
raffles and a field trip Sunday. Free parking and door prizes. ; contact CJ
Quitoriano; e-mail: cjq_62@yahoo.com; Web site: http://avgem.weebly.com
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M&M Gold PayDirt
Money Orders Welcome
"B\ 1/4Lb Bag $10.00 + $2.00 S/H
[ 1/2 Lb Bag $20.00 + $3.00 S/H
11b Bag $30.00 «% 00 S/H
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Custom Creative Gem Cutting

Stan M. McCall
Lapidary and Jewelry Artist
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs
Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones
(714) 220-9282
6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/

custom-creative @earthlink.net
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available

TIKKA OPALS

E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com
phone: +61-7-55469324
mobile: +61-417-421205

Advertise in this Space!
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month

Half Page Size: $20 per month

Full Page Size: $40 per month

Contact:
The Opal Express C/O
Jim Pisani
P.O. Box 4875
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) ﬁmgUNT
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $30

SELECTONE | New MEMBERS $40

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE_(Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at

http://opalsociety.org/aos application by web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account
is membership@opalsociety.org.

NAME

BUSINESS NAME < NAME BADGE ORDER FORM:
YOU WISH IT TO APPEAR ON

CITY STATE YOUR BADGE using up to two
(2) lines of text for your name,

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) nickname, or name of your opal
related business.

PHONE - Home PHONE - Business FAX

¢ ) ¢ ) «C )

E-MAIL

WEBSITE

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information
above, please note that on the application.

O Address O Phone O E-mail O website

Please sign here: Date

The Opal Express is published monthly by Are Your Dues Due Now?
The American Opal Society. PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL.
Copyright 2016. Al rights reserved. , There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise Il membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are
_Resgrvec_l. . overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue.
Editor-Jim Pisani A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note,

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received
The Opal Express C/O you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is

Jim Pisani your responsibility to assure your dues are current.
P.O. Box 4875 Thank you,

Garde_n Gr_ove, CA 92842-4875 The Editor
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express

Volume #49 Issue #3

American Opal Society
P.O. Box 4875 MarCh 2016
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
: TO:
March 23" General Meeting
— GENERAL MEETINGS —
4th Wednesday of the Month
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM
Garden Grove Masonic Lodge
11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840
MEETING ACTIVITIES
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers,
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities
This Month:
Opal Workshop /
Appraisal Session
Katella Ave
(63
~
T
D
)
s
QD
<
Chapman Ave
pi O
2 5 @ S
= 2 w
5
92 Acacip Parkway
Garden Grove Bl d1

22 Freeway

Some Topics In This Issue:

Society Members Enter Juried Show
Idaho Town as Opal Gem Destination
Shirley Temple's Blue Diamond Ring
Chemistry Lesson - L.A.'s Shade Balls
Hiker Finds Rare Gold Coin in Israel

Lodge

Garden Grove Masonic

11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840

“Rags to Riches” Ch54: The Conclusion

Lightning Ridge Collection at Oscars

Pete Goetz President

Russ Madsen Treasurer

Jim Pisani Editor & Webmaster
Veronica Purpura Show Chairman

The Opal Express

The American Opal Society
http://OpalSociety.org

(714) 530-3530
(562) 884-2254
(714) 815-4638
(714) 974-3982

The American Opal Society

email: mpg1022@aol.com

email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net
email: editor@opalsociety.org

email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com
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