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Important New Meeting and Show Information 
 

General Meetings will now be held on: 

The Fourth (4th) Wednesday of the Month 
The new location is: 
 

Garden Grove Masonic Center 
11270 Acacia Parkway 
Garden Grove, CA  92840 
 

Board of Directors meetings will be held at the same 

place as above, but will be held on the Fourth (4th) 
Monday of the month. The next meeting will be 
Wednesday, April 24, 2016. 

Our annual Opal Gem & Jewelry Show, on Nov. 5th & 6th, 
will have a new home this year at: 
 

The Business Expo Center 
1960 S Anaheim Way 
Anaheim, CA  92805 
 

See http://www.businessexpocenter.com/ 

AOS Calendar 

Date Day of Week Meeting Location Meeting Topic / Speaker 

01/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge 
Stan McCall on Quartzsite, Arizona 

02/24/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge 
Russ Madsen on Volcanic Opal 

03/23/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge 
Opal Appraisal / Workshop Session 

04/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge 
Stan McCall on Lost Wax Casting / 3D Printing 

05/25/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced 

06/22/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge 
Live Opal Auction 

07/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced 

08/24/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge 
Opal Cutting Seminar 

09/28/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced 

10/26/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge 
Opal & Gem Show Work Session 

11/05/16 Saturday Business Expo Center 
49th Annual Opal & Gem Show 

11/06/16 Sunday Business Expo Center 
49th Annual Opal & Gem Show 

11/23/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge 
Opal & Gem Show Recap / Possible Speaker 

12/28/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge 
AOS Christmas Party Potluck 
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Rare opals worth more than $1m donated to SA 
Museum 

By Chris McLoughlin Thu 25 Feb 2016 

 
 
The Candle of Life, estimated to be worth $345,000, was among those 
opals donated to the SA Museum. 
Supplied: Tony Lewis, SA Museum  
More than $1 million worth of rare opals have been donated to the 
South Australian Museum. 
 
Key points: 

 Exhibition inspires opal donations 

 Candle of Life opal donated to museum 

 Exhibition inspires jewellery purchases 

  
The donations were a spin-off from the museum's recent opal 
exhibition which broke records in both visitor numbers and revenue. 
The donated items included an opal called the Candle of Life, which 
is an opalised belemnite "pipe" derived from fossilised remains of a 
100-million-year-old cuttlefish. 
It has an estimated value of $345,000. 
Nick Kollias is an opal valuer and said the recent exhibition - marking 
the centenary of the first opal find in SA - was culturally significant as 
the number of opal miners was steadily falling. 
"Most of the rarest and most valuable opals, opal specimens and opal 
fossils are in private collections and very difficult to secure for public 
exhibition," he said. 
"The chances of finding any more of these incredibly rare and 
significant opal specimens and fossils would be virtually non-existent. 
"We have a very small window of opportunity to secure what few 
specimens remain." 
Museum director Brian Oldman said 11 significant opal specimens 
had been donated. 
"Because of the exhibition we actually had over $1 million worth of 
opal specimens donated to the museum's collection and really, what 
this did was it brought out all the wonderful opal that people had been 
collecting over many years," he said. 
"They saw the exhibition, they lent it to us and then actually donated 
that opal to the museum." 
Mr Oldman said the exhibition also prompted a local revival in the 
popularity of opals. 
"We've been talking to the jewelers in Adelaide and what they've been 
saying is that this has really rekindled people's interest in opal 
jewellery and they were saying that they had very buoyant opal sales 
in the run-up to Christmas," he said. 

About 27,000 people viewed the opal exhibition, which ran from 
September to February. 
From http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-25/opal-exhibition-

inspires-the-donation-of-rare-opals-to-sa-museum/7198048 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
The following are the final chapters of the book From Rags to 
Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters were published 
in the Opal Express from May 2011 through Nov. 2013.  The 
Editor 
 
From Rags to Riches 

Chapter 55 – “A Quiet Christmas” 
 
Few days after the disaster, a Thursday Doug was discharged from 
the Hospital and was at home, I went over and of course asked if he 
does need some help with certain things, Chris could prepare some 
meals etc. and try to keep his home neat and tidy, to which Doug was 
grateful, He said he has a court appearance in Adelaide and also have 
to see the Insurance company which covered the plane to get the 
insurance settlement, and he has to look for another aircraft. I said 
what about your plaster and your Stitches etc. they have to be 
attended to, He said he had a referral given from the Doctor here for 
his family Doctor in Adelaide, I nodded and replied, I am glad to hear 
that, So what can we do for you?’ He said’ you can take the Land 
Cruiser tomorrow and pick up some people from the Airstrip, which 
are some business associates. They are coming at 1pm to pick me 
up and flying me to Adelaide the next day and I will stay in Adelaide 
till 1st week in February.’ He just would like to have us look after his 
house and keep his plants watered start up every two three days the 
generator and also the Land Cruiser. 
I told him this is no problem; we look after that, since we stay on the 
field this Christmas. I went back and told Chris about Doug’s request 
which is no problem. The next day the people arrived in a Beechcraft 
Baron a very nice twin engine 12 Seater Aircraft, I went with Doug in 
the Land cruiser to the Airstrip and drove right up to the aircraft and 
the people came out and both hugged Doug with his broken and 
plastered wrists, he introduced me to them and we shook hands and 
just exchanged a few niceties. 
They locked up the Aircraft and got in to the Land cruiser, and Doug 
said ‘well its lunch so take us to Gus we have lunch there and can you 
pick us up about 3pm?’ I replied that’s fine and I dropped them and 
then drove home and got Chris to make me some lunch and I said to 
her ‘I just drive down to the claim and see how Johnny is getting on, I 
will not be too long.’ I got in the Land Cruiser and went to Tea tree 
Hill, at the claim I heard the compressor working and the also the 
winch, I looked down the shaft and there was Johnny just about to 
hook a bucket on the winch cable, as he saw me he came straight up 
and pulled the bucket he moved the winch, dropped the bucket and 
emptied it out. 
He said’ how are things with Doug etc., I gave him a quick rundown 
and said to him ‘everything will be back to normal after tomorrow when 
Doug has gone for a couple month.’ “Good” he replied “it is getting 
boring climbing up and down the ladder to pull dirt. “I laughed and said 
‘I am sorry mate’ I would have been totally useless and not 
concentrating, but hey the day after tomorrow a new wind is blowing, 
in the shop and also here on the claim.’ Johnny said I like to talk with 
you and Chris tonight.’ I said what about’ He replied wait till we all 
together,’ Ok, I replied and told him I have to go Chris is waiting for 
me to turn up for Lunch, I see you this evening”. And with that Johnny 
sent the bucket down with the winch and I climbed in to the Land 
Cruiser and drove home where Chris was waiting with a nice lunch 
and a cold beer. 
I told Chris that Johnny wants to talk with us both, she asked me what 
about and I could not tell her as he did not tell me what it is all about. 
It got close to 3pm so I said to Chris ‘well I am off to get the guys and 
bring them back’ and then I come home, after tomorrow when I take 
them to the plane it will be all over and normal life shall return. 

http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/chris-mcloughlin/167098
http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-25/opal-exhibition-inspires-the-donation-of-rare-opals-to-sa-museum/7198048
http://mobile.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-25/opal-exhibition-inspires-the-donation-of-rare-opals-to-sa-museum/7198048
http://www.abc.net.au/news/image/7197826-3x2-700x467.jpg
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I picked up the guys and brought them back and Doug told me he has 
one of the guys drive them to town for dinner so he only would like me 
to take them at 8am to the plane, I said I will and Doug gave me a 
sealed envelope and said thank you Peter this is yours. I took the 
envelope and walked home. When I got in Chris said all done I said 
“yep” Doug gave me this envelope and said it is mine”, I handed it to 
Chris and she looked at it cautiously I said “well open it don’t keep us 
under suspense.” She opened it and pulled out four $50 Dollar Notes, 
She said’ that’s two hundred dollars’ well that’s nice I will thank him 
tomorrow for it. 
Just as we put the money away Johnny rolled up. He looked tired and 
all dirty, Chris said why don’t you have a quick shower dinner will be 
at least another halve hour. 
“Johnny nodded and got some clean clothes from his room and went 
to have a shower. 
In the meantime we sat down and he came out looking all nice and 
clean and he asked any coffee on the stove, Chris gave him a cup 
and I said ‘Well mate what’s on your mind.” He said I would like to 
spend Christmas with my Biological Family and smiled,’ well put’ and 
I laughed. 
He continued by saying, ‘I can get a lift with the Driver from Johnny 
Lyons to Port Augusta and from there I catch a flight to Adelaide, so 
what do you say?’ I looked at Chris and she said ‘well we will miss 
you but you should go and spend time with your family,’ when were 
you thinking of going Chris asked to which Johnny replied ‘next 
Sunday he leaves for Port Augusta so he is there on Monday morning 
to pick his Load from the Warehouse so he gets back as quickly as 
possible with Christmas only away a couple weeks.’ How long do you 
want to go for I asked him, he said I would be back on the 3rd of 
January’. 
Go for it son, you deserve a break, and you got some money so you 
can get presents for them, it will be nice for you.’ I will just plot along 
slowly for these couple of weeks and build my toilet and if I need a lift 
with something heavy I got Rob and Trevor next door since they stay 
on the field as their parents not around anymore, so we have 
company.’ I said, and Chris confirmed that. 
I said ‘this is in a couple of days,’ Johnny asked does that create any 
problems?’ I replied no not at all we not on a time schedule, whatever 
is down there will be there when I get to it or even you return,’ ‘Well 
you guys you have to wait for your presents till I come back. ‘Johnny 
said and Beatrix just came in with Lorraine from next door that’s where 
Beatrix was for the afternoon. Lorraine said hello and we replied 
thanked her for looking after Beatrix, I said to her ‘Why don’t you come 
over on Sunday evening with Rob and Trevor for Dinner, Johnny is 
going to Adelaide for Christmas’ Beatrix responded immediately by 
yelling’ No we need you’ Johnny picked her up and put her on his lap 
and said Sweetheart you are very lucky you got your mom and dad 
here for Christmas and forever but I don’t I have not seen my mom 
and dad for a long time, and they would like to see me also, can you 
understand that’ Beatrix with her head down said very subdued I 
suppose so, but you will be coming back,’ Johnny hugged her and 
said I promise only a few sleeps and I will be back.’ Lorraine butted in 
said I have to go guys I have dinner ready for the fellows, I will tell 
them and if there are some changes I let you know otherwise it’s fine 
we be here on Sunday.’ Lorraine left and Chris said who is hungry 
and three hungry mouths opened with a big ‘We are’. 
We had a lovely Beef Stroganoff and some wine with it, we were just 
reminiscing for a while and then we decided to call it a day, still very 
exhausted from the previous day’s events and repercussions had us 
still quite tired. 
By 10pm we all were sound asleep. 
The next morning was already a very warm morning and it was only 
7:30am I grabbed a cup of coffee a couple slices of toast and that was 
it I was ready to walk across to Doug’s place, I got there and I hear 
already activity. I knocked and one of the guys opened and greeted 
me and said we are ready, there was all the luggage ready to be put 
into the Land Cruiser which I did and I opened the gates Doug came 
and I said to him I thank you very much for the envelope, He smiled 

and replied’, ‘you earned it get your wife a nice present’. Everybody 
got in the car and we drove to the Airstrip. When we arrived I went 
close to the Aircraft, the guys got out unlocked the plane and put the 
luggage in then each of them shook my hands and Doug said take 
care and I see you In 1st week in February, so around the 1st to the 
7th listen for a plane as this will be me. 
‘Great Doug take care look after yourself and your place is in good 
hands.’ He patted me on the shoulder and climbed in the plane, he 
was sitting behind the Pilot. 
The door shut there was no Propeller spinning or tank filter draining 
etc. I looked and I saw the guys put on the communication headsets 
and then a whining sound which was the starter motor before the 
propeller engages and the engine fires, the same on the other engine 
and a couple minutes warm up time and they started taxiing down the 
strip to get into takeoff position. 
As they turned at the end of the strip and the heading in the right 
direction the engines started to roar and the Plane picked up 
enormous speed very quickly and lifted off after about 500 meters and 
it climbed and banked south towards Adelaide. After the Plane 
disappeared beyond the horizon, I started to breath normally again 
and was relieved. I drove the Cruiser back to his place and locked it 
up and walked across to my place. 
I told Chris I am going down to the Shop to see McCallum and tell him 
that I will be on deck tomorrow, and also tell him I will working in the 
shop more till Christmas time is over and Johnny returns in January. 
I got into the VW and drove down to the Co-Op. McCallum was there 
and I asked him to speak with him. He got me into his office and I 
explained everything to him and was pleased with what I told him. He 
then told me that my order is in all the bricks and other bits and pieces 
to build my toilet. 
I told him I will send Johnny with the Ute to pick up everything, and I 
pay him tomorrow. He said Ok, the stuff is out the back in the yard. I 
nodded and got into the VW and drove to the claim. I did not see 
Johnny but the compressor was working. I flashed the lights a couple 
times and Johnny appeared in the shaft. I told him to come up, which 
he did and I explained to him about the goods at the co-op, and he 
said he is lowering everything from the Ute down into the shaft so he 
got an empty Ute. I agreed and I told him I go and see Alf to get this 
hole drilled, I told him where to stack the block close to the site where 
we marked for the toilet. 
I left Johnny and went to see Alf Brenner, he was greasing the Drill 
and He greeted me I said to him you are coming on Sunday are you? 
‘Of course he said I will be there at 9am, Good I have to drop Johnny 
at Lyons Shop at 8am as he is catching a lift with the driver to Port 
Augusta. Terrific I shall see you then I said and left. 
The next couple days I have been working in the Shop and got things 
back to what they were before the disruption, Johnny worked as much 
as possible on his own, you knew this would happen I just have to go 
to the shop more for the next few days it is my responsibility and I 
cannot afford to lose this job. 
Finally Sunday arrived without any disturbances and upsets. 
Johnny told me what to expect when I get to the claim, he cleared 
everything out so I have a clean start. Johnny got his things together 
and he kissed the little one good bye hugged Chris and grabbed his 
swag and we went to Johnny Lyons Shop the Truck was already 
running, and Johnny shock my hand told me to be careful etc., I said 
to him to have a great time and get back as he said. 
He got in to the truck a saluted and off they went, I drove home and 
was waiting for Alf to arrive. Just as I had a cup of coffee I heard the 
truck engine and the clanking noise from the Large Auger. He saw 
and I guided him to where I wanted the hole sunk. He got out had a 
look and positioned the truck so the drill was pointing exactly where I 
want. 
He said ‘well let’s get it done.’ He started the auxiliary motor and he 
tilted the Auger till it was horizontal and then he lowered it down just 
touching the ground, and he hit the switch and the 3 foot diameter 
auger started turning and cutting in to the dirt. It went quite smoothly 
for the firs 15feet and then he hit a bit of hard material including some 
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boulders and rock, but nothing large enough to stop the process. I of 
course kept looking so I don’t miss anything which maybe resembles 
Opal Level and or Potch etc. 
but no such luck. We kept spreading the dirt so I don’t have any 
problems of digging the footing for the brickwork. By about 2pm he 
pulled the auger up and said there you I got you 30 feet, It will take 
you forever to fill to fill that up, you got soft material below which will 
absorb very well. I got Chris to bring me $200.00 and a couple beers. 
Chris came with the money and beer and handed it to me, I gave Alf 
the money and said as agreed, and I also gave him a beer, we drank 
and we were talking briefly about Doug’s accident, and then mining, 
when he finished the beer he started dismantling the drill shafts and 
tilted the drill back into the transport position on the truck secured 
everything hoped in the truck and thanked me again and said ‘If you 
want a new shaft some where you know who to call’ I replied ‘if it 
comes to this I sure will. 
Chris was looking down the shaft and just said, ‘what a shame we did 
not hit Opal’ I laughed and said ’unfortunately we are not that lucky, 
but it will make a nice toilet, Let’s get some Lunch she said and put 
her arms around my waste and we went inside. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Story Behind the New 
Gemstone: Aquaprase 
The gem that stumped even a 
noted gem lab is all new and 
all natural 
 

Rob Bates | February 25, 2016 | 
Cutting Remarks 
 
 
Two years ago, veteran gem explorer Yianni Melas was doing some 
work at an African location—he doesn’t want to say where, so the 
area is not overrun. Geologists had dismissed the locale, convinced 
it held only some few stray opals. Locals didn’t think much of it either, 
but when Melas went to a friend’s hut, he saw an interesting specimen 
on a shelf that looked like he nothing he had ever seen before.  

 
“I knew it was something unusual,” he said. “The stone was in really 

bad shape, and you could only see a little bit of blue-green inside. But 
when I put my light to it, it changed color. It went from blue-green to 
yellow-green. I thought: Where does this come from? 
“I couldn’t explain why I thought it was different,” he adds. “It is like a 
third eye. I have seen thousands of stones and you get that feeling. 
When I picked up the stone, I had the chills, a funny feeling. That 
feeling is something you have to follow.”  
When he dug a trench in the area, he saw it held a lot of this type of 
this gem (as well as opal). But nobody knew what the gem was—
including other gem experts. Some called it a blue-green opal. Most 
said it chrysoprase. Others dubbed it chrysocolla. He was convinced 
it was neither. 
So he sent it to a noted gem lab. After several months of examination, 
the verdict came back: chrysoprase. It was now Melas’ words against 
the experts’. 
“There is a difference between laboratory guys and people who work 
in the field,” he says. “Each has their strength. But I stood my ground. 
I usually accept what people tell me. But I knew I was right, even 
though my friends started laughing at me.” 
“I recall my African and Indian partners watching me perform a 
passionate Greek fit of anger insisting [the lab] was wrong,” he wrote 
on Instagram. “Chrysoprase [comes from] a Greek word meaning 
yellow-green. And this gem was a strong blue green…. I said, ‘Listen 
I’m Greek and [the lab] doesn’t understand Greek naming of gems. 
We named the damn things. And we would never call a blue-green 
stone chrysoprase [which means golden-green].” 

 
So for the final word, he sent it to the Gemological Institute of America. 
“I heard nothing for three months,” he says. “Then I got a phone call 
that said we found something incredible. It’s not a chrysoprase. It is 
not a chrysocolla. It’s a chalcedony that has never been discovered.” 
“That is when I started jumping up and down,” Melas says. “It wasn’t 
just because it was a new gemstone. It took so long for us to get it 
truly identified. This material had stayed secret for the centuries. It 
was like, it wanted to be discovered but stayed elusive.”  
The GIA’s report dubbed it a “bluish-green chalcedony” and 
concluded that it was “a new and welcome addition to the gem trade.” 
It was so new, in fact, it didn’t have a name. Melas settled on 
“aquaprase”—aqua for the blue sea, which the stone evokes; prase 
for the green. 
GIA did a lot of testing to make sure the gem was not treated or 
chemically altered in any way. Melas plans to sell it that way. 

http://www.jckonline.com/authors/rob-bates
http://www.jckonline.com/blogs/cutting-remarks
https://www.instagram.com/p/BBygN5ZuRyT/
https://www.instagram.com/p/BBygN5ZuRyT/
http://www.gia.edu/gems-gemology/winter-2015-gemnews-new-natural-color-bluish-green-chalcedony
http://www.jckonline.com/authors/rob-bates
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“I want to keep it natural, so it is not full of treatments, not even a drop 
of oil inside,” he says. “We don’t even put wax on the final polish. Our 
industry needs a breath of fresh air. It needs something that is 
completely made by God.” 
He has since set up an actual mine to excavate the material, which, 
as far as he knows, has never been discovered anyplace else. He has 
identified two different types: One that is blue-green and translucent 
and the other that is more “baby blue” but changes color and has 
clouds. He adds that while gem dealers typically buy the top 5 percent 
of mine production, he has opted for a more miner-friendly policy. He 
now purchases all the gems that came out of the ground. 
“When I first showed it to the gem dealers, they said, “What are we 
going to do with the material with matrix [parts of the surrounding 
rock]?” he says. “But there is a market for turquoise with matrix. The 
color of aquaprase is like a more transparent turquoise. And, in fact, 
when I gave my friends a choice between the clean material, which is 
absolutely gemmy, and stuff with the matrix, they chose the stuff with 
the matrix. They felt it had more character. It looked more natural.” 
He believes the matrix material will have a market. 
“This is an experiment, saying you don’t have to cream the material, 
you can find a market,” he says. “We took one gem crystal and instead 
of trying to match it after we cut it, we sliced in half so both sides are 
a mirror image. The matrix on one side matches the matrix on the 
other. It’s very, very good for earring sets. The matching matrix 
actually adds to the beauty. Everything today is dyed and 
homogoneous. But people know immediately this material is natural 
because each piece is unique. Every piece is unusual.” 

 
“This gem is almost like a savior,” he adds. “It is coming at a time 
when the industry needs some romance. There are so many articles 
about treated this and treated this. I consider this finding a blessing 
for the industry.” 
The material costs between 85 cents per ct. to $20 per ct. for the 
highest grades, Melas says. The average price is less than $5 per ct. 
As far as quantity, “there is enough to make a project out of it,” he 
says. Melas says he expects his partner-manufacturer to exhibit the 
gem in Las Vegas in June. 
He believes this discovery justifies his old-school way of looking for 
gems. 
“I was taught by the famous Greek explorers, the Papas brothers,” he 
adds. “They never studied geology, but they were legends of 
exploration in Africa. They told me the geologist always had to depend 
on the local people that the locals knew more about the lands than 
geologists do. They have walked over that land for centuries. What 
do you when you are herding your sheep or cows? You are constantly 
looking down. You learn the ground inside and out. The locals are 
always the greatest explorers.” 
Melas’ Instagram feed is full of pictures of his new discovery, with him 
posing with the gem like a proud father. 
 
“It is not often in a man’s life that he can be credited with the discovery 
of a new gem,” he writes. “After all, this planet has been combed and 
dug up by explorers for the last few thousand years. Yet that’s exactly 
what happened. [This is a] miracle reminding us that nature will only 

shed its secrets when she is ready to do so.” 

 
 

 
  

https://www.instagram.com/gemexplorer/
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(Photos courtesy of Yianni Melas) 
 
http://www.jckonline.com/blogs/cutting-remarks/2016/02/25/story-
behind-new-gemstone-aquaprase-0 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Designer Spotlight: Irene Neuwirth 

 
Irene Newuwirth 
 
A native of Southern California, Irene's fundamental inspiration is the 
ocean. Its purity, power and colors are all key elements at the origin 
of her designs. Her fascination with intense colors and raw, un-
manufactured gem cuts, have become signature trademarks of the 
line. From the moment she began designing jewelry in her early 
twenties, Irene was inundated with requests to purchase her one-of-

a kind pieces. In 2003, she brought a small collection to Barneys New 
York, where the buyer placed a significant order after their first 
meeting. One year after joining Barneys, Irene Neuwirth ranked 
among the store's top selling jewelry lines, a position maintained to 
this day. In 2012, 2013 and again in 2014, she was nominated for a 
CFDA Award, the Swarovski Award for Accessory Design; in 2014, 
she won this award. In 2013 she was the recipient of the Women’s 
Jewelry Association’s Design Award for Excellence in Fine Jewelry. 
In 2014 she was nominated for a GEM Award for Design, one of the 
fine jewelry industry’s premier accolades. In 2015 and again in 2016, 
Irene was nominated for the prestigious CFDA Accessory Designer of 
the Year Award.  
 
The Brand 
Irene Neuwirth is an independent, fine jewelry company based in Los 
Angeles. Founded in 2003 by designer Irene Neuwirth and business 
partner Tracy Stoll, the company has emerged as a leading jewelry 
brand in the US, recognized by its uniquely modern and sophisticated 
designs. Irene's collections are widely anticipated season to season 
by a fashion-forward and discriminating clientele, who have come to 
expect a line that delivers a precise balance between timeless, 
collectable jewelry and the ultimate statement in modern luxury. The 
jewelry has generated tremendous editorial attention and is featured 
consistently in Vogue, InStyle, Town & Country, W, Elle and Harper's 
Bazaar. The jewelry is worn by some of the most beautiful women in 
the world, including Angelina Jolie, Halle Berry, and Reese 
Witherspoon. In 2006, Irene was the recipient of the Town & Country 
Couture Design Editors' Choice Award at the Couture Jewelry 
Collection & Conference. In 2008, Irene was a finalist for the coveted 
CFDA Vogue Fashion Fund, the pre-eminent honor for young 
American fashion designers. In 2009, she became a member of the 
CFDA.  

Actress Busy Philipps wearing Irene Neuwirth multi-shape boulder 
opal & rose-cut diamond earrings at the 84th Annual Academy 
Awards 2012 (Photo: Style Bistro/Barneys New York. 

  

http://www.jckonline.com/blogs/cutting-remarks/2016/02/25/story-behind-new-gemstone-aquaprase-0
http://www.jckonline.com/blogs/cutting-remarks/2016/02/25/story-behind-new-gemstone-aquaprase-0
https://thefacet.wordpress.com/2013/03/20/designer-spotlight-irene-neuwirth/
https://thefacet.wordpress.com/2013/03/20/designer-spotlight-irene-neuwirth/
https://thefacet.wordpress.com/2013/03/20/designer-spotlight-irene-neuwirth/
https://thefacet.wordpress.com/2013/03/20/designer-spotlight-irene-neuwirth/
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/db/17/b7/db17b7f72e1ca8aa0f4f80b87354c405.jpg
https://thefacet.wordpress.com/2013/03/20/designer-spotlight-irene-neuwirth/
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Iman wearing a Prabal Gurung dress and Irene Neuwirth opal 
earrings  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

April 2016 Gem & Mineral Shows 
More shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowState=ALL 
 
April 2016-May 2016 
29-1—SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire 
Inc, Sonoma County Fairgrounds; 1350 Bennett Valley Rd; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-
6, Sun. 10-5; $7 Admission, Children under 11 free; Fine jewelry, precious & 
semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals 
& much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the world will 
be on site. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes.; 
contact Yooy Nelson, 503-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: 
http://www.gemfaire.com 
5-7—LOGAN, UTAH: Annual show; Cache Rock and Gem Club, Bridgerland 
Applied Tech. Center; 1000 West 1400 North; Thu. 10-8, Fri. 10-8, Sat. 9-6; 
Free Admission; Rocks, minerals, fossils, displays, educational exhibits, 
hands-on demos, supplies, vendors & door prizes. Many activities for kids. 
Snacks available.; contact Craig Stewart, 583 Harmony Place, Brigham City, 
UT 84302, (435)-730-5556; e-mail: candmstewart@msn.com; Web site: 
cacherockclub.weebly.com 
6-8—COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire 
Inc, OC Fair & Event Center; 88 Fair Dr; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; $7 
Admission, Children under 11 free; Fine jewelry, precious & semi-precious 

gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals & much more at 
manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the world will be on site. Jewelry 
repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes. ; contact Yooy 
Nelson, 503-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: 
http://www.gemfaire.com 
7-8—ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Searchers Gem & Mineral Club, 
Brookhurst Community Center; 2271 W. Crescent Ave ; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-
4:30 ; Free Admission; Searchers 57th Annual Gem & Mineral Show Door 
Prizes, gemstones, minerals, jewelry, demonstrations, silent auctions, 
exhibits, gold panning, dealers, free and low cost children's activities, raffles.; 
contact Debra Tanner, 1148 E Sycamore Ave, Orange, CA 92866, (714)-329-
0290; e-mail: Debra.Tanner@rockwellcollins.com; Web site: 
www.searchersrocks.org 
7-8—BOULDER, NEVADA: Annual show; Southern Nevada Gem & Mineral 
Society, Boulder City, NV; Parks and Recreation Building; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 9-4; 
Free Admission; contact Sheri Johnson, (702)-525-0256; e-mail: 
sngms2013@gmail.com; Web site: http://www.snvgms.org/showpage.htm 
7-8—ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Searchers Gem and Mineral 
Society, Brookhurst Community Center; 2271 W. Crescent Ave.; Sat. 10-5, 
Sun. 10-4:30; Free Admission; Door prizes, children's activities, magnificent 
mineral displays, gold panning, demonstrations of cabochon making, gem 
carving, jewelry making and more, incredible vendors and the best silent 
auction around!; contact Margaret Hogarth, P.O. Box 3492, Anaheim, CA 
92803, (909)-597-7033; e-mail: hogarth.m@gmail.com; Web site: 
www.searchersrocks.org 
13-15—SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; LLD 
Productions, Holiday Inn-Orange County Airport; 2726 S Grand Ave; Fri. 10-
6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Free Admission; 80 vendors selling minerals, fossils, 
gemstones, lapidary materials, decorator items, jewelry, beads and more.; 
contact Regina Aumente, PO Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004, 505-867-0425; 
e-mail: mzexpos@gmail.com; Web site: www.mzexpos.com 
13-15—SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire 
Inc, Scottish Rite Center; 6151 H St; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; $7 
Admission, Children under 11 free; Fine jewelry, precious & semi-precious 
gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals & much more at 
manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the world will be on site. Jewelry 
repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes.; contact Yooy 
Nelson, 503-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: 
http://www.gemfaire.com 
13-15—YUCAIPA, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Yucaipa Valley Gem and 
Mineral SOciety, Yucaipa Music and Arts Festival; Yucaipa Boulevard; Fri. 6 -
9 , Sat. 11 -10 , Sun. 12-6 ; Free Admission; Highlights of the show include 20 
top quality dealers with awesome deals on unique and rare gems, rough rock, 
minerals, fossils, jewelry, beads, and more; educational and hands-on 
activities and demonstrations; kids activities; raffle with wonderful prizes, 
including cash, lapidary, and many other prizes from local merchants and 
dealers ; contact Lee Peterson, 31059 Nice ave., Mentone, CA 92359, (909)-
794-0731; e-mail: res09ayd@verizon.net; Web site: http://yvgms.org 
13-15—JOPLIN, MISSOURI: Annual show; Tri-State Gem & Mineral Society, 
Joplin Museum; 504 Schifferdecker Ave; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-3; Free 
Admission; 10th Annual Spring Rock Swap. Show will be held inside Joplin 
Museum this year. Located in historic Schifferdecker Park at the intersection 
of 7th street and Schifferdecker Ave. Joplin MO 64801. For information please 
email, I am deaf.; contact Chris Wiseman; e-mail: jmc-
cwiseman@sbcglobal.net 
20-22—SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem 
Faire Inc, Earl Warren Showgrounds; 3400 Calle Real; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, 
Sun. 10-5; $7 Admission, Children under 11 free; Fine jewelry, precious & 
semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals 
& much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the world will 
be on site. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes. 
; contact Yooy Nelson, 503-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: 
http://www.gemfaire.com 
28-29—WHEATON, ILLINOIS: Annual show; Chicagoland Gems & Minerals 
Association (CGMA), DuPage County Fairgrounds; 2015 Manchester Rd.; Sat. 
10 -6 , Sun. 10 -5 ; Adults $5, Seniors $3, Students $3, Children under 13 free; 
Chicagoland Gems & Minerals Association (CGMA) 40th Anniversary Gem, 
Mineral, Jewelry and Fossil Show. Our Ruby Jubilee! Over 30 retail and 
wholesale dealers, special exhibits, gold panning, silent auction, door prizes, 
Kids Korner, demonstrations of jewelry making, silversmithing, wire-wrapping, 
cabochon-making, opal cutting, gem trees, faceting, and more. Air-
conditioned. Food available. Special block of hotel rooms at discounted rates 
through May 6.; contact Jeanine Mielecki, (312)-623-1554; e-mail: 
jaynine9@aol.com or cgma@sbcglobal.net; Web site: 
www.cgma.squarespace.com 
28-29—SEDONA, ARIZONA: Annual show; CKM Productions, LLC, Sedona 
Red Rock High School ; 995 Upper Red Rock Loop Road ; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/db/17/b7/db17b7f72e1ca8aa0f4f80b87354c405.jpg
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/db/17/b7/db17b7f72e1ca8aa0f4f80b87354c405.jpg
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/db/17/b7/db17b7f72e1ca8aa0f4f80b87354c405.jpg
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4; Admission $3, Children free; The Annual Spring Mineral and Jewelry Expo 
and Sale. Vendors from across the region will be offering unique and 
interesting mineral specimens, crystals, gemstones, jewelry, beads, fossils, 
findings and cutting material at competitive prices. Many of our artisans have 
created original jewelry designs, and our gem and mineral vendors will have 
specimens on display in both natural and cut-and-polished states. An hourly 
raffle will be held for a chance to win one of many beautiful prizes to be offered 

throughout the show. This is a fun and educational experience the entire family 
will enjoy. ; contact Greg Capatch, 106 Vista Bonita Drive, Sedona, AZ 86336, 
(928)-554-4615; e-mail: gregcapatch@yahoo.com; Web site: 
https://www.facebook.com/CKMProductionsLLC/ 

 

 

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 
Stan M. McCall 

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist 
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs 

Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing 
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones 

(714) 220-9282 

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630 
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/ 

custom-creative@earthlink.net 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available 

TIKKA OPALS 
E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au 

www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com 
phone: +61-7-55469324 
mobile: +61-417-421205 

Advertise in this Space! 
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month 
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month 

Half Page Size: $20 per month 
Full Page Size: $40 per month 

Contact: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
mailto:custom-creative@earthlink.net
mailto:mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
http://www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com/
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application 

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) 
AMOUNT 
PAID 

DUES: 
SELECT ONE 

RENEWING MEMBERS $30   

NEW MEMBERS $40   

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10   

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE (Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5   

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10   

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:  

 

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to: 

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at 
http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal 
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account 
is membership@opalsociety.org.  

 

NAME 
 

BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX 

CITY STATE 

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) 

PHONE - Home 
(        ) 

PHONE - Business 
(        ) 

FAX 
(        ) 

E-MAIL 

WEBSITE 

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be 
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information 
above, please note that on the application. 

 Address  Phone  E-mail  Website   

Please sign here: ________________________________________ Date _____________ 
 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 
The American Opal Society. 

Copyright 2016. All rights reserved. 
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise 

Reserved. 

Editor-Jim Pisani 
Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: 

The Opal Express C/O 
Jim Pisani 

P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

Are Your Dues Due Now? 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL. 
There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your 
membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are 
overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue. 
A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note, 
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received 
you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is 
your responsibility to assure your dues are current. 
Thank you, 
The Editor 

NAME BADGE ORDER FORM: 

 
PLEASE  PRINT  NAME  AS  
YOU  WISH  IT  TO  APPEAR  ON  
YOUR  BADGE  using  up  to  two  
(2)  lines  of  text  for  your  name,  
nickname,  or  name  of  your  opal  
related  business. 

http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm
mailto:membership@opalsociety.org
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org


 

The Opal Express The American Opal Society   April 2016  Page 10 

 

The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 
P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 

Volume #49 Issue #3 
April 2016 

  

April 23th General Meeting 
 

— GENERAL MEETINGS — 

4th  Wednesday of the Month 
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM 
 

Garden Grove Masonic Lodge 
11270 Acacia Pkwy 
Garden Grove, CA 92840 
 

MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 
 

 

 

 

Some Topics In This Issue: 
 Rare opals worth $1m donated to SA Museum 

 Chapter 55 – “A Quiet Christmas” 

 Story Behind the New Gemstone: Aquaprase 

 Designer Spotlight: Irene Neuwirth 
 

The American Opal Society 
http://OpalSociety.org  

Pete Goetz 
Russ Madsen 
Jim Pisani 
Veronica Purpura 

President 
Treasurer 
Editor & Webmaster 
Show Chairman 

(714) 530-3530 
(562) 884-2254 
(714) 815-4638 
(714) 974-3982 
 

email: mpg1022@aol.com 
email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net 
email: editor@opalsociety.org 
email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com 

TO: 
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Garden Grove Masonic 
Lodge 

11270 Acacia Pkwy 
Garden Grove, CA 92840 

http://opalsociety.org/
mailto:mpg1022@aol.com
mailto:chairman2rgm@verizon.net
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