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Speaker for the May 25" General Meeting

This Month’s Speaker will be AOS President Pete Goetz. Pete will
give a presentation on “The Geology of Opal in the Great Artesian
Basin” of Australia. Pete is quite the geologist and has been
preparing this presentation for some time on the reason why the best
opal in the world forms in this Basin.
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AOS Facebook Page

The American Opal Society has had a Facebook page for the last
three years. Kathy James has volunteered to manage it and is doing
a great job adding new content. Please visit and give it some good
“LIKES” and add your favorite opal picture, story, article, etc. The
AOS Facebook page is located at:
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety
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Important New Meeting and Show Information

General Meetings will now be held on:
The Fourth (4") Wednesday of the Month
The new location is:

Garden Grove Masonic Center
11270 Acacia Parkway
Garden Grove, CA 92840

Board of Directors meetings will be held at the same
place as above, but will be held on the Fourth (4th)
Monday of the month. The next meeting will be
Wednesday, May 24, 2016.

Our annual Opal Gem & Jewelry Show, on Nov. 5th & 6%,
will have a new home this year at:

The Business Expo Center
1960 S Anaheim Way
Anaheim, CA 92805

See http://www.businessexpocenter.com/

AOS Calendar
Date Day of Week Meeting Location Meeting Topic / Speaker
01/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Stan McCall on Quartzsite, Arizona
02/24/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Russ Madsen on Volcanic Opal
03/23/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal Appraisal / Workshop Session
04/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Stan McCall on Lost Wax Casting / 3D Printing
05/25/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Geology of Opal in the Great Artesian Basin
By Pete Goetz
06/22/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Live Opal Auction
07/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced
08/24/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal Cutting Seminar
09/28/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced
10/26/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal & Gem Show Work Session
11/05/16 Saturday Business Expo Center 49th Annual Opal & Gem Show
Ibe-lc%gﬁﬂ@’mv Sunday The 4,BisI zenter 49th Annual Opal & (Gepy Show Dane 1
11/23/i6 Wednesday Garden Grove Mason$ Lodge Opal & Gem Show Recap / Possible Speaker ~
12/28/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge AOS Christmas Party Potluck
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‘Lightning Claw' Dinosaur Found in Australia:
23-Ft Long Predator is the Largest Carnivore

Ever to be Found in the Region

e Fossils including a large claw were found in Lightning
Ridge, Australia

e They are 110 million years old and belong to a
potentially new species dubbed ‘lightning claw’ because it
had claws like grappling hooks

e Dinosaur likely dominated the landscape of the southern
supercontinent of Gondwana in the early Cretaceous period

By Sarah Griffiths for MailOnline |

11 September 2015

A new carnivorous dinosaur dubbed ‘lightning claw’ has been
described after being discovered in Lightning Ridge, New South
Wales.

Measuring approximately 23 feet (seven metres) long, it's the largest
meat-eating dinosaur ever to have been found in Australia.

The unnamed beast had unusually large claws which it used like
grappling hooks to catch prey.

| © Julius Csotonyi - > e ol

A new carnivorous dinosaur dubbed ‘I/ghtnlng c/aw has been
discovered in Lightning Ridge, New South Wales. An illustration is
pictured. Measuring approximately 23 feet (seven metres) long, it’s
the largest meat-eating dinosaur ever to have been found in Australia
It likely dominated the landscape of the southern supercontinent of
Gondwana in the early Cretaceous period around 110 million years
ago.

The bones - comprising a foot bone, parts of the hip, ribs, forearm,
and a giant claw from the hand - were discovered in the 1990s by opal
miners digging at Carter's Rush opal field south west of Lightning
Ridge.

They were acquired by Rob and Debbie Brogan who then donated
the bones, containing specks of precious stones, to the Australian
Opal Centre.

Palaeontologist Dr Phil Bell from the University of New England, said:
‘| immediately recognized this fossil was something new.

LIGHTNING CLAW: THE EVIDENCE

Fossils were found at Lightning Ridge by opal miners in the

1990s

Now they have been described in a new paper by a University of

New England palaeontologist.

Dr Phil Bell says the foot bone, parts of the hip, ribs, forearm,

and a giant claw, belonged to Australia’s largest known

carnivorous dinosaur, dubbed lightning claw’.

Based on fossil evidence, he believes the beast was 23 feet

(seven metres) long with a 10 inches (25cm) long hand claw like

a grappling hook.

The megaraptorid dinosaur stalked the southern supercontinent

of Gondwana in the Early Cretaceous period around 110 million

years ago.

Relatively little is known about the dinosaurs which walked the

land which is now Australia, with just 17 species identified from

tiny fragments of fossils.

‘Lightning claw’ is not being officially described as a new species

until more fossils are found.
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‘ The
bones - comprlsmg a foot bone, parts of the hip, ribs, forearm, and a
giant claw from the hand - were discovered in the 1990s. One is

pictured showing a flash of precious opal inside
B e

The pa |aI claw of the new Lightning Ridge theropod (Image
John Pickrell).

When | compared it to other Australian and South American
dinosaurs, it was clear it was a megaraptorid which is relatively rare
group of dinosaurs, mostly known from Argentina,” the lead author of
the study, published in the journal Gondwana Research added.
Megaraptorid dinosaurs were medium sized and the dominant
carnivores in the mid cretaceous, author and journalist John Pickrell
reported for Australian Geographic.

Lightning Claw, at 110 million years old, is thought to be the oldest
member of the group.

The study author said the dinosaur's hand claw would have been
approximately 10 inches (25cm) long and used like a grappling hook.
Overall, the beast would have been a little larger than
Australovenator, which was previously the ‘largest’ carnivorous
dinosaur to be found in Australia, measuring 16 feet (five metres)
long.

Australovenator, also a megaraptorid and meat eater, was described
from a 94 million-year-old fossil discovered in Winton, Queensland.
‘What is fascinating about this discovery is it changes the popular
notion that Australian dinosaurs came from ancestors derived from
Africa and South America — instead the “Lightning Claw” appears to
be the ancestor of all megaraptorids, meaning this group appeared
first in Australia,’ Dr Bell said.
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The fossils were found in the 19903 by opal mlners digging at Carter’s
Rush opal field south west of Lightning Ridge (shown on the map)

The unnamed beast had unusually Iarge claws which it used like
grappling hooks (stock image shown) to catch prey. It likely
dominated the landscape of the southern supercontinent of
Gondwana in the Early Cretaceous period around 110 million years
ago

Relatively little is known about the dinosaurs which walked the land
that is now Australia, with just 17 species identified from tiny
fragments of fossils.

Lightning claw is only the second dinosaur discovered in the vast
country to be known from more than a single bone.

However, tracks have also been found, which indicate evidence of E

even larger dinosaurs may be found.

Lightning claw is not being officially described as a new species until
more fossils are found.

From http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-
3230689/Lightning-claw-dinosaur-Australia-23-ft-long-predator-
largest-carnivore-region.html

+++++++++H+

The Bom Jesus: Namibia’s Ancient Shipwreck
Thought to be the Most Significant Ever
May 14, 2016
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IT IS every archaeologist’s dream — the discovery of
a missing ship which disappeared more than 500
years ago with a treasure chest of gold on-board.

Not only did the discovery of the resting place of The Bom Jesus solve
one of the biggest maritime mysteries, but for chief archeologist Dieter
Noli, it was a history-changing find.

The South African-based scientist told news.com.au he knew when
he received a call revealing a usual find along the African desert
coastline it would be for something special.

But not even he knew at the time how big that find would be.

Copper ingots found on shipwreck

A ship which had disappeared on its way to India laden with gold in
1533 had vanished, its fate and that of her crew unknown.

Fast forward 500 years and that mystery was closer to being solved
when a group of miners hunting diamonds off the Namibian dessert
stumbled across some strange objects.

The discovery and what it uncovered continues to captivate with talks
now in place for the site to be opened up into a museum featuring
what remains of the shipwreck that had been buried under the sand
for half a millennia.

;1 \’l: 7
Dieter Noli plctured demonstratlng the use of an astrolabe — the
forerunner of the sextant — which was used to measure the angle

between the horizon and the sun for navigational purposed. Picture:
Dieter Noli

THE DISCOVERY
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When miners stumbled across some unusual finds in their hunt for
diamonds in April 2008, they knew they had found metal, wood and
pipes.
Unsure of what they were dealing with, the company they worked for,
Namdeb Diamond Corporation, called in Dr Noli who instantly knew it
was a shipwreck.
Dr Noli, the chief archeologist of the southern Africa Institute of
Maritime Archaeological Research, said the coastline was notorious
for storms so finding a shipwreck was hardly surprising.
However, it was a week into the excavation that a treasure chest
laden with gold was found, with the coins indicating it had come from
a Portuguese ship which had disappeared in 1533.

-

“It adds new meaning to the concept of the ship having being loaded
with gold,” Dr Noli said.

Further investigation revealed the discovery of bronze bowls, and long
metal poles later found to be canons.

Dr Noli's team also found a musket which he estimated to be at least
500 years old and bits of metal revealed a shipwreck was buried in
the sand.

The miners who were now working on the site also found compasses,
swords, astrological tools, canons and even a time capsule.

Silver coins were found.

A selection of items from the ship with a trowel below them for scale.
The best preserved astrolabe is in the middle, a nice frying pan on the
right, some pottery on left, a pewter plate above and a section of a
pewter porridge bowel is on the top right. Picture: Dieter Noli
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Dr Noli then contacted_Bruno Werz, a marine archeologist who told
CNN it was a dream come true to work on a ship from just after the
age of exploration.

He also said it was crucially important from world heritage perspective
to find a shipwreck which contained material from three continents.
“You can’t describe the feeling of seeing this material and realising
how important it is,” he told the broadcaster in an earlier interview.
He also said the large amounts of copper at the site helped preserve
a lot of the objects, its weight preventing a lot of it from washing away.
However the ship was “extremely badly battered” by the sea, with little
of the original structure of left.

Anchors were also uncovered during the excavation. Picture: Dieter
Noli

GOLDEN FIND

A week into the dig, the team found gold coins. a lot of them.

The centuries old coins were in mint condition which Dr Noli believes
is down to the ship breaking on rocks, tipping over and the chest with
coins inside being buried under the superstructure.

It was these very coins which gave Dr Noli and his team a massive
clue.

Within 45 minutes of finding the first gold coin, they had unearthed
around 11kg of the treasure, Dr Noli told CNN.

Dated between 1525-38 and in perfect condition, it meant the ship
would have had to have set sail during that time.

It also served as proof that the find was the oldest ever shipwreck
found in sub-Saharan Africa.
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Little of The Bom Jesus Namibia shipwreck remains today. Picture:
Dieter Noli

WHAT ELSE WAS FOUND

Thousands of Portuguese and Spanish gold coins, Portuguese silver
coins, bronze cannons, tonnes of copper ingots, more than 50
elephant tusks, as well as navigational instruments were uncovered.
Dr Noli said more than 2000 gold coins were found in addition to five
anchors, three navigational dividers and part of a ship’s compass.
Pewter tableware, copper cooking utensils, swords and muskets were
also found.

Only a small part of the structural remains of the ship was uncovered.
Some 5438 artefacts of cultural, scientific and intrinsic value were
discovered in total.

Dozens of gold Spanish coins were among the treasure trove.
Picture: Dieter Noli

THE DIAMOND HUNTING AREA

The Namibian coastline, some 18km north of the Orange River mouth,
is renowned for its high number of storms and treacherous seas.
The area where the ship was found was called Sperrgebiet, or
“forbidden territory,” after the hundreds of German prospectors who
ventured to the region in search for diamonds.

Diamond company DeBeers and the Namibian government still run a
joint operation in the area, according to CNN and the area remains
largely out of sight.

The remains of the shipwreck remain protected by mining security
with limited numbers allowed onto the site.

An idea for a museum has been floated but it remains to be seen
whether it will occur.

From http://www.news.com.au/travel/travel-ideas/adventure/the-
bom-jesus-namibias-ancient-shipwreck-thought-to-be-the-most-
significant-ever/news-story/9fb96a37ad57c9d9bb0d3a83761eea3l
+++++ -+
The following are the final chapters of the book From Rags to
Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters were published
in the Opal Express from May 2011 through Nov. 2013. The
Editor

From Rags to Riches

Chapter 56 — Santa’s Visit

The closer it got to Christmas the more people left the Opal Field for
a cooler City life to escape the sweltering dry heat which reaches
sometimes 50 degrees Celsius which is on the old scale about 120
degree Fahrenheit. Andamooka was like a Ghost Town with very little
activity.

The Opal Express The American Opal Society

There were many times unbearable hot nights, where we soaked our
sheets in water and put it over us to cool down, and within 10 minutes
or so the sheets were completely dry.

| decided while it was so hot | will not work the claim, and just
continued with the Butcher Shop and did what needs doing at the
house.

The first thing | was attempting to do was put the concrete slab down
for the toilet so | can start the brick work, it was a tedious process as
| had to prepare the form for it to cover the hole and just left enough
for the pan outlet, | had to mix everything by hand, It went quite well
and | had the slab down in one day. The next day | started to lay the
blocks and | did a very good job with the slab as the blocks fitted
perfectly around with a 2 inch border.

This task took me three days to complete including support steel rods
and filling the blocks with cement. | was ready to put the support piece
of timber sheet 4 foot by 4 foot and | was ready to have the Tank lifted
up on it. | went to see Trevor and Rob and asked them if they can help
me with it, Trevor came across and looked and said we would never
be able to lift it, | will bring the Backhoe and we lift it up in the Bucket
and one on each side on a ladder and we can pull it on to the timber
base.

| was pleased and Trevor brought the Backhoe from their claim and
the rest was just a breeze, without any great strain we were able to
move the Tank on to the timber base, all | have to do is now get some
wire and loop it around the tank and tie it down to the bolts | put in
place when | laid the blocks, just a safety measure in case when the
tank is empty and we get a large wind gust. Everything went according
to plan and expectation | did buy all the necessary plumbing fittings
when | ordered the cistern and the tank.

So there was no hold up everything was fine and | completed the job
in on week and we had a flush Toilet. | ran a cable from the Generator
batteries to the toilet with a switch and the Lord said,” Let there be
light and there was bloody light”. | was very proud and so was Chris.
| waited for the water truck to come and had him fill the tank, and low
and behold the Toilet did not collapse with that weight on it.

The toilet flushed perfect, all | have to do now is make a door, and for
the moment Chris got me to put up a rod and she hung some heavy
curtains there, and the Toilet was complete and usable. It was
Christmas week and | went down to Johnny Lyons and asked if my
order has arrived with the truck, he told me yes it was here, it was a
Cubby house | ordered for Beatrix with all little furniture etc. She will
love it, all | have to do is assemble the walls and the roof and | must
do this when she is asleep since Christmas day is this Friday | have
to do it on Thursday night, | asked Johnny Lyons if | can leave it here
| told him the reason and he agreed, | paid him for it so | can just grab
it on Thursday.

| went back and told Chris it is here and she was quite excited about
it, she told me that Beatrix ask her if we don’t get any presents
because we here in Andamooka. Chris explained to Beatrix that it
does not matter where we are Santa Claus will find her.

She kept telling Chris that she sent a Letter to Santa Claus and asked
for a Cubby House\, Daddy posted the letter she added. Chris said,”
| know Daddy told me that he posted a letter for you. Well it is only
three sleeps and we shall see if you have been a good girl.

Chris and | we decided we don’t give each other presents while we
on the Fields, we make up for it in other ways.

Chris purchased a small Turkey and a bit of Ham, also she bought
from Johnny Lyons Shop an artificial Christmas tree some decoration,
and she and Beatrix will set it up and decorate it, on Thursday. | was
working for the rest of the week in the butcher shop and there were
not many people but the ones which were there spent a bit more, then
there were the ones which really struggled and did not have a decent
feed for Christmas, The Co-Op closed for a couple of Days over
Christmas and | said to Doug McCallum the Manager there will be
some manufactured meat left over and | would not like to sell it after
Christmas. Let's do a good turn and give some away with orders to
the battlers.
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We are looking about 20 kilos of sausages and 10 kilos of meat
patties, at a total cost of about $15.00 which | am sure will not affect
my profitability for this month, Doug agreed and said let’s do it, very
good PR and customer retention.

Since | knew most of the battlers, which came in for a couple of chops
I let them walk out with a few Sausages and some Meat patties, most
of them were so grateful and | know what it felt. Having been in such
a situation with no income and no or very little money left, and had a
helping hand extended to me.

Hilda had left the Fields for the summer month and that leaves only
me in the Shop, which is no problem as there is not much business.
Finally the long anticipated Thursday got here, and when | finished for
the day, Doug came in the shop and he was holding an envelope
which he handed to me and said, this is for you and Chris, from the
members of the Co-op for your excellent work and performance in the
shop, the envelop was the size of a card and not to fat, So | thought
that what it was, Doug continued by saying” take a halve leg of ham
and some meat for the Holidays, | wish you and your Family a great
Christmas and | shall see you in a couple of days, | returned the
wishes and shook his hand, and he left, | made sure that everything
was clean and safe and sound locked up the shop and went.

I went and picked up the Cubby House Parts and drove home, | had
a tarp thrown over and parked the Ute beside the house were Beatrix
normally does not go.

| got Chris to and told her i got everything and she has to be with
Beatrix when she put her to bed as | will be making some noise, Chris
said “I will keep her busy, how long you think you need”.

| said to her "there is not much to do, there is the floor, 4 sides 2 of
them have a gable where the Roof sides fit on, everything going well
I should have it assembled in an hour all the assembling hardware is
supplied”. Chris replied, “I can go with her and visit Lorraine”, Great
Idea and you bring her in the front Door then she will not see where
the little house is set up | replied. “Ok we go across and you start while
it is still daylight.” Chris said, | nodded and | had a look out the back
and | noticed that Beatrix made already a little yard where the house
would go, | had to smile, and drove the Ute around the back as | had
all the tools on it as well as the parts of the House.

I got the floor down which was quite heavy as the house is about 5
feet square, | place the floor in her yard and got the first side and
bolted it down on to the timber floor joist, then the next and the next
and everything fitted perfectly, all what was left to do was place the
two roof panels on each side and bolt them together attach the
verandah roof to verandah poles of the floor panel and the Cubby is
ready, | was nearly two hours and it started getting dark. The little
house looked great | just placed the furniture a little table and two
chairs and a little chest of drawers, she will be very happy.

| went across to Trevor and got my family to come home so we can
eat, at the same time we asked if they will like to joins for X-Mas dinner
as arranged when Johnny left, The answer was” we wouldn’t miss it
for quid’s” great | replied well we shall see you tomorrow arvo any
time you ready and you are allowed to use my new “Dunny” free of
charge, they all laughed. | said to my family, come on guys | am
starving, and you little lady you better go to bed and have a quick
sleep so you wake up in the morning and maybe you see if Santa left
you something. She looked at me and said, “| made a little yard with
rocks and stones and | hope this is where Santa puts my little house,”
I replied “Darling you must promise me not to be upset if you don’t get
this House, you know we are a long way from the City and maybe
Santa won’t have time. Everyone was looking at her and she very
confident told us “you will see after Santa eats my Cookies and drinks
the Milk he will give me a present.” Ok, | replied” let’s go then”, we
said good night and wished them a Merry Christmas and went home
| carried the little one as | did not want her to run around the back of
the House.

We got in and had nice dinner and Beatrix went immediately to bed
and we sat up for a while and waited till the girl was asleep, then |
took Chris out the back and showed her my Construction, which
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looked good in the moonlight. Chris said she will be very excited, “I
love you Mr Greisl” she said and hugged and kissed me.
i o L e e e S T T

The Rainbow Serpent Opal
From Black Opals Direct
Posted on 28/04/2016 by Ruth BT

It's not often we are dumbstruck when it comes to opal but this one
had us FLOORED. Recently discovered and mined by a longtime
friend in Lightning Ridge this opal represents a once in a lifetime find.
Aptly named The Rainbow Serpent Opal after the aboriginal creator
of life, the gem weighs 30.56 carats and displays a striated pattern of
reds, blues, greens, oranges and gold. It has been identified as
striated pattern with a lizard skin pattern on the sides of the gem. The
colour play is vivid and three dimensional as the opal is moved
around.

“When | saw the opal, | was astounded that it was even real, the lines
of colour were so intense and defined it reminded me of something
alive and moving. | immediately thought of the dreamtime story of the
Rainbow serpent” said Justin.

The Rainbow Serpent Story

The Aboriginal Dreamtime story tells of the creator, the Rainbow
Serpent who lived underground. She carried all the animal tribes in
her belly. When it was time she moved through the earth and pushed
up through it, throwing the land out and creating the mountains and
hills. She made fire and all the colours of the earth as she wound her
way through the land. She carried up the frogs who had stored all the
water in their bellies and woke them up by tickling them. The water
poured out and made the oceans and the rivers from the patterns she
had made.

As a tribute to this dreaming story, there was no better name for this
precious gem.

Because we've always taught you that synthetic opal can be
characterised by this lizard skin pattern, which often occurs at a 90
degree angle to the columnar striated pattern, we thought a trip to see
Anthony Smallwood, a gemologist and a world expert on opal was in
order. Anthony conducted a number of tests and confirmed that the
opal was indeed 100% natural.

“Spectacular” was his description and we would agree.

Whilst the stone has been sold to a private collector in North America,
we are hoping that one day it can be put on display for all to see. So
for now enjoy the video with Anthony and also our 30 second video of
the stone at the bottom of this post.

The Rainbow Serpent Opal
May 2016
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Anthony Smallwood Gemologist

From http://blackopaldirect.com/blog/rainbow-serpent-opal/
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May 2016 Gem & Mineral Shows

More shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowState=ALL

May 2016

20-22—SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem
Faire Inc, Earl Warren Showgrounds; 3400 Calle Real; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 10-5; $7 Admission, Children under 11 free; Fine jewelry, precious &
semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals
& much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the world will
be on site. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes;
contact Yooy Nelson, 503-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:
http://www.gemfaire.com

21-22—SHOW LOW, ARIZONA: Annual show; White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Elks Club; 805 E. Whipple; Sat. 12-7, Sun. 12-5; Adults $2,
Seniros 70+ free, Children 18 & under free; Door Prizes hourly, raffle, silent
auction, egg carton collection for children, field trip on Saturday, local &
professional vendors, daily demonstrations, display cases, fossils, gems,
minerals and fluorescents.; contact Rick Olson, (928)-251-0949; e-mail:
walkaround@earthlink.net; Web site: whitemountain-azrockclub.org
28-29—SEDONA, ARIZONA: Annual show; CKM Productions, LLC, Sedona
Red Rock High School; Upper Red Rock Loop Road; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4;
Admission $3, Children under 12 free; The Annual Spring Mineral and Jewelry
Expo and Sale. Our planet has many amazing treasures that are hidden, in
many cases, just beneath our feet. Almost every country in the world has been
able to unearth unique specimens specific to their locale, and the earth’s
bounty from much of the world will be on display and available for sale at the
show. An hourly raffle will be held for a chance to win one of many beautiful
prizes to be offered throughout the show, and food will be available for
purchase as well. This is a fun and educational experience the entire family
will  enjoy.; contact Greg Capatch, (928)-554-4615; e-mail:
gregcapatch@yahoo.com; Web site:
https://www.facebook.com/CKMProductionsLLC/

June 2016

3-4—PRICE, UTAH: Annual show; Patrick Braun, Carbon County Event
Center; 310 South Fairgrounds Road; Daily 10-7, Daily 10-7; Free Admission;
10th Annual Castle Country Rock, Fossil and Mineral Show. Please join us for
this free family event. Fossils, minerals, gemstones, beads, jewelry, petrified
wood, lapidary equipment, demonstrations and much, much more. ; contact
Patrick Braun, (435)-381-5192; e-mail: Braunlapidary@hotmail.com
3-5—CLOVERDALE, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Jenny Macias, Cloverdale
History Museum; 215 N. Cloverdale Blvd.; Fri. 9 am-5 pm, Sat. 9 am-5 pm,
Sun. 9 am-4 pm; Admission is Free; Karmic Beads & Gems presents our
annual gem show in Cloverdale, CA featuring gems, minerals, beads, crystals,
fossils, jewelry, rough & polished stone, turquoise, Native American silver
jewelry, nepalese singing bowls, carvings and more. Free Admission and Fun
for the whole family! For more info, please contact Jenny Macias 619-261-
8765 or email karmicbeadsandgems@yahoo.com; contact Jennifer Macias,
1839 Ryan Court, Prescott, AZ 86301, (619) 261-8765; e-mail:
karmicbeadsandgems@yahoo.com

3-5—BONNEY LAKE, WASHINGTON: Annual show; Puyallup Valley Gem
and Mineral Club, Swiss Park; 9205 198th Avenue East; Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5,
Sun. 10-5; Free Admission ; A Rockhound's dream come true! Beautiful
displays, fossils, rare minerals, healing stones, lapidary demonstrations, club
sales, silent auctions, kids activities, local & out of town vendors, raffle,
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drawing on Sunday, hourly door prizes. ; contact Nancy LeMay, PVGMC Club
Show, PO Box 134, Puyallup, WA 98371, (253)-985-5784 ; e-mail:
bees2knees@att.net; Web site: puyallupgemclub.org

3-5—FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA: Annual show; Coconino Lapidary Club,
Outdoor Market at Silver Saddle; Highway 89N & Silver Saddle Rd.; Fri. 9-7,
Sat. 9-7, Sun. 9-4; Free Adnission; Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show. There
will be an education zone for kids of all ages along with raffle drawings.;
contact Wayne Scott, Flagstaff, AZ, (928)-607-3185; e-mail:
4nsgsrocks@gmail.com

3-5—BIG BEAR LAKE, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Gems of the West, The
Big Bear Lake Convention Centre; 42900 Big Bear Blvd; Fri. 9 -5, Sat. 9-5,
Sun. 9 -4 ; Adults daily admission $8/ Weekend pass $15, Seniors Free
Admission, Students daily $4/ Weekend pass $7, Children under 5 free;
"Minerals in the Mountains" is an opportunity to attend a high quality Gem
Mineral & Fossil Show in the surrounding of Beautiful Big Bear Lake in
Southern California. Dealers selling a wide variety of minerals, jewelry, faceted
stones, gemstones, fossils, copper splash, meteorites, crystals, rough rocks,
slabs, lapidary supplies and much more. Rockhounds selling their own
specimens. Hourly door prize throughout the weekend. Saturday features a
kids show with prizes for display and knowledge of minerals. Kids tables
available throughout the show where young visitors may purchase inexpensive
mineral and fossil specimens. ; contact Janet Roberts, 2129 First Lane, Big
Bear City, CA 92314, (909)-547-0010; e-mail:
mineralshow@gemsofthewest.co; Web site: www.gemsofthewest.co

3-5—LA HABRA, CALIFORNIA: Show and sale; North Orange County Gem &
Mineral Society, La Habra Community Center; 101 W. La Habra Blvd.; Fri. 5-
8, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Free Admission; Dealers, displays, demonstrations,
raffles, geode cutting, silent auction from an old estate and kids’ activities. ;
contact Don Warthen, 15455 Tetley, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745, (626)-330-
8974; e-mail: odwarthen@verizon.net; Web site: www.nocgms.com
4-5—COEUR D'ALENE, IDAHO: Annual show; North Idaho Mineral Club,
Kootenai County Fairgrounds; Kathleen & Gov't Way; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4;
Adults $3, Children under 12 free with adult ; contact Dean Hutchinson, PO
Box 1643, Hayden, ID 83835, (208)-686-9156

4-5—GLENDORA, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Glendora Gems, Goddard
Middle School; 859 E. Sierra Madre; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; Free Admission;
There will be displays, food, silent auction, and demonstrations.; contact
Yvonne Bidwell, (626)-963-4638; e-mail: ybidwell2@aol.com
4-5—MONROE, NEW YORK: Show and sale; Orange County Mineral Society,
OCMS New York; 1010 Rt 17M; Sat. 10-4, Sun. 10-4; Adults $5,
Seniors/Children $3; On display: The most complete Mastodon found in NY
State - Extensive Local Mineral Collection,and new fluorescent mineral
display.; contact Ron Nelson, 26 McBride Rd, Chester, NY 10918, (845)-469-
9080; e-mail: ocms@optimum.net; Web site:
www.orangecountymineralsocietynewyork.com

11-12—SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: Show and sale; Pacific Crystal
Guild, Fort Mason Center; 2 Marina Blvd., at Buchanan; Sat. 10 am-6 pm, Sun.
10 am-4 pm; adults $10, Children 12 and under are free; There is an amazing
event taking place at Fort Mason in San Francisco. It\\'s the Great San
Francisco Crystal Fair. On the weekend of February 27-28, you\\ll find the
Fort Mason Conference Center filled with gems and jewelry and crystals of all
shapes and sizes. Each booth, and there are many, will tantalize and tempt
you with beautiful shapes and colors. Included among this array, are some
very fascinating metaphysical healers. Crystal healers, aura readers,
pendulum dowsers, massage practitioners, and other purveyors of arcane
arts. Sure to entertain you and help you to see beyond the veil, as it were.
Here are the vitals. The 29th Annual San Francisco Crystal Fair February 27-
28 Fort Mason Center, Building A 2 Marina Blvd. at Buchanan, San Francisco
(415) 383-7837 Website: www.crystalfair.com Hours: Saturday 10-6; Sunday
10-4 Admission $8.00 ( Children 12 and under free) Come and enjoy this
amazing event. You\\'ll be glad you did.; contact Jerry Tomlinson, PO Box
1371, Sausalito, CA 94966, (415) 383-7837; e-mail: jerry@crystalfair.com;
Web site: www.crystalfair.com

24-26—SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, Scottish Rite Center; 1895 Camino del Rio S; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun.
10-5; $7 Admission, Children under 11 free; Fine jewelry, precious & semi-
precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals & much
more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the world will be on site.
Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes. ; contact
Yooy Nelson, 503-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:
http://www.gemfaire.com

25-26—CULVER CITY, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Culver City Rock and
Mineral Club, Veterans Memorial Auditorium; 4117 Overland Blvd.; Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 10-5; Free Admission; The Fiesta of Gems is a free educational event for
the community which provides fossils, gems and mineral exhibits,
demonstrations, and children’s programs. We also offer jewelry making
classes, gem, mineral dealers, tools, and books sales. Fiesta of Gems Show
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offers over 35 gem and mineral dealers from California, New Mexico ,and (310)-850-4398; e-mail: janicemtz@yahoo.com; Web site:
Arizona who will sell minerals, gems, slabs, cabochons, beads, and jewelry http://www.culvercityrocks.org/fiesta.htm

findings. The Culver City Rock and Mineral Club members will exhibit gem and

mineral works of art, jewelry pieces, and private collections of gems and

minerals. ; contact Janice Metz, 4117 Overland Blvd.,, Culver City, CA 90230,

Custom Creative Gem Cutting

Stan M. McCall

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist

Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs
Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones
(714) 220-9282
6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
custom-creative@earthlink.net

N L
M&M Gold PayDirt
Money Orders Welcome Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available

) 1/4 Lb Bag $10.00 + 52.3'5‘0
[\ 1/2Lb Bag $20.00 + $3.00 S/H
. - ™

Advertise in this Space!
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month

Tl KKA OPALS Quarter Page Size: $10 per month

E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au Half Page Size: $20 per month
- . Full Page Size: $40 per month
www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com Contact:
phone: +61-7-55469324 The Og.a' EP%Pfe?S clo
. m san
mobile: +61-417-421205 P.0. Box 4875

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) ﬁmgUNT
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $30

SELECTONE | New MEMBERS $40

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE_(Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at

http://opalsociety.org/aos application by web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account
is membership@opalsociety.org.

NAME

BUSINESS NAME < NAME BADGE ORDER FORM:
YOU WISH IT TO APPEAR ON

CITY STATE YOUR BADGE using up to two
(2) lines of text for your name,

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) nickname, or name of your opal
related business.

PHONE - Home PHONE - Business FAX

¢ ) ¢ ) «C )

E-MAIL

WEBSITE

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information
above, please note that on the application.

O Address O Phone O E-mail O website

Please sign here: Date

The Opal Express is published monthly by Are Your Dues Due Now?
The American Opal Society. PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL.
Copyright 2016. Al rights reserved. , There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise Il membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are
_Resgrvec_l. . overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue.
Editor-Jim Pisani A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note,

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received
The Opal Express C/O you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is

Jim Pisani your responsibility to assure your dues are current.
P.O. Box 4875 Thank you,

Garde_n Gr_ove, CA 92842-4875 The Editor
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express Volume #49 Issue #5

American Opal Society
P.0. Box 4375 May 2016
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
May 25" General Meeting To:
— GENERAL MEETINGS —
4th Wednesday of the Month
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM
Garden Grove Masonic Lodge
11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840
MEETING ACTIVITIES
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers,
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities
This Month’s Speaker:
AOS President
Pete Goetz on
“The Geology of Opal in
Katella Ave the Great Artesian Basin”
(63
~
T
g
s
2
Chapman Ave
2 = |® S
= 2 w
3
\m\ Acacip Parkway

Garden Grove Bl d1

Garden Grove Masonic
22 Freeway Lodge

rm— 11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840

Some Topics In This Issue: The American Opal Society

Website: http://OpalSociety.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety

Pete Goetz President (714) 530-3530 email: mpg1022@aol.com

Russ Madsen Treasurer (562) 884-2254 email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net
Jim Pisani Editor & Webmaster (714) 815-4638 email: editor@opalsociety.org
Veronica Purpura Show Chairman (714) 974-3982 email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com
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