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Opal Show News
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By Veronica Purpura
The AOS show is on schedule to becoming our largest show ever.
Dealers have been reminded of the Early Bird deadline (June 30th)
and we have a wait list to join. Dealers who haven't paid are at risk of
being left out since wait list dealer will be allowed to join then. The
club also received the Anaheim Arts Council grant, so we are well on
our way to turning the show into a great success.
Our annual Opal Gem & Jewelry Show, on Nov. 5th & 6, will have
a new home this year at:

American
Opal
Society

| June 2016 .
Volume 49 Issue 6 '

The Business Expo Center

1960 S Anaheim Way

Anaheim, CA 92805
See http://www.businessexpocenter.com/
++++++H+
AOS Facebook Page
The American Opal Society has had a Facebook page for the last
three years. Kathy James has volunteered to manage it and is doing
a great job adding new content. Please visit and give it some good
“LIKES” and add your favorite opal picture, story, article, etc. The
AOS Facebook page is located at:
https://lwww.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety
+++++
Important General Meeting Information
The next General meeting will be Wednesday, June 22, 2016.
The General Meetings will now be held on:

The Fourth (4") Wednesday of the Month

The new location is:

Garden Grove Masonic Center
11270 Acacia Parkway
Garden Grove, CA 92840

AQOS Calendar

Date Day of Week Meeting Location Meeting Topic / Speaker

01/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Stan McCall on Quartzsite, Arizona

02/24/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Russ Madsen on Volcanic Opal

03/23/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal Appraisal / Workshop Session

04/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Stan McCall on Lost Wax Casting / 3D Printing
05/25/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Geology of Opal in the Great Artesian Basin

By Pete Goetz

06/22/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Live Opal Auction

07/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced

08/24/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal Cutting Seminar

09/28/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced

10/26/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal & Gem Show Work Session

11/05/16 Saturday Business Expo Center 49th Annual Opal & Gem Show

11/06/16 Sunday Business Expo Center 49th Annual Opal & Gem Show

11/23/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal & Gem Show Recap / Possible Speaker
12/28/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge AOS Christmas Party Potluck
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Eleventh AOS Live Auction on June 22"

The AOS will hold its eighth AOS live auction, on Thursday, June
22 at our general meeting at 7:00pm. The auction will be fun, and
“fund-raising,” so come and snag a bargain while supporting your
club!! There were many great bargains to be had at the event last
year!

Don’t miss a chance to buy or sell opal rough, cabs, books, tools,
display cases, and other neat gem stuff when members may bring up
to 5 items each for sale, as long as they are gem-related, and are
approved by the AOS Board of Directors. You must be an AOS
member to sell at the auction, and you must sign a vendor agreement.
Vendors must donate 10 percent of the final price to the AOS, and will
be paid after the refreshment break prior to close of meeting. We will
arrive at 6:30pm to help vendors prepare their items. If you have items

for sale, please come early, and allow us to assign a Lot Number, any

minimum “Reserve” price you may request, and log your items into
our computer for easy checkout later!

Bidders may be members, or visitors, provided they have a photo
ID like a driver’s license, and are willing to abide by Bidder rules. You
must have an official bid paddle to bid, so sign up early when you first
get to the mtg. Copies of the Vendor Rules and Bidder Rules will be
made available at the signup table when you arrive.

If you want to bid, you must sign in to get a paddle, and agree to
the Bidder rules, which state that all items must be paid for prior to
close of meeting, the highest bid wins, all sales are final, no returns
or refunds. The AOS auctioneer has final authority to determine the
high bid, and can accept or reject any bid at AOS discretion. Bidders
cannot bid for another person, and must pay for and remove their
auction items prior to the end of the meeting. Bidders are not
permitted to loan their paddles to others.

Proceeds from the live auction will go toward AOS activities
like our annual show preparation and advertising. Please be
generous with your bids, and get a bargain at the same time!

AOS Live Auction Rules

1) Only American Opal Society (AOS) members may sell an item/lot

in the auction.

The member may submit a maximum of 5 items/lots (single item

of grouped package).

10% of all sales rounded up to the closest quarter ($0.25) remain

with the AOS.

Anyone that obtains a bidders card and number can bid, but must

pay in cash.

All bids and/or raises shall be in dollars (i.e. no bids/raises of less

than $1 will be considered).

The AOS auctioneer maintains the right to reject unreasonable

offers/bids/raises.

If the sellers minimum (reserve) bid is not received in “going

once, going twice” call the item/lot is removed/dropped/pulled

from the auction and given back to the seller/original owner.

Any seller or buyer making side deals/sales within the meeting

rooms prior to or during the auction forfeits all rights to participate

in the AOS auction.

Winning bidder must pay for and pick-up purchased item/lot as

quickly as possible (within 10 min.) or forfeit right to purchase

(with exception of auctioneer, cashier, record keeper or

merchandise manager).

No warranties or guarantees are offered and all items are sold as

is and where is.

11) All sales are final and no returns, trades or later credits will be
considered.
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Cutting Virgin Valley Opal
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By Don Skillman
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There is little in lapidary as satisfying as beginning with a piece of opal
rough (as it came from the ground) and using judgement and skill,
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turning it into a beautiful precious gemstone, flashing with color and
just begging to be set into a jewelry piece.

First of all, if you're a beginner at cutting opal, read a copy of OPAL
CUTTING MADE EASY, by Paul Downing. This short, illustrated
book takes the novice through all the basic steps, and the reasons for
them. While it is written about cutting mainly Australian opal, most of
the instruction holds true regardless of which major type of opal you
decide to work with. The subject of cutting opal is much too involved
to treat appropriately in a single article, so make your way through the
book first, and then the following hints may make sense, and even
help you to produce suitable gemstones.

Virgin Valley (VV), Nevada opal is much different from Australian opal.
VV opal has a greater tendency to absorb water during the cutting
process, which can lead to fracturing during cutting as internal
stresses are introduced. High absorption also means great care is
required when dopping (attaching the rough to a dowel to facilitate
holding while cutting) because some liquids, such as super glue, are
actually drawn into the structure of the stone, making release of the
dop difficult. Also, hot wax dopping, common with many lapidaries, is
inadvisable as heat will increase internal stresses. | often use EImer’s
carpenter glue, allowing it to dry overnight before beginning cutting.

Perhaps the most striking difference between Australian and VV opal
is the way the fire, or color (called ‘play of color’ by pros) exists within
the opal stone. Australian opal tends to have “layers” of color,
arranged in parallel, like sheets of paper lying on a tabletop. Cutting
to the best color then requires careful grinding away over the surface
of the stone, until the best color layers are exposed over the largest
surface. VV opal, on the other hand, usually has play of color
distributed throughout much of the entire stone, and visible from more
than one angle. This makes it easy for the beginner to cut a stone
with some play of color. But it also creates a challenge for the
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experienced, to produce a gem of the best play of color.

Skill in orienting a stone for the best color can only come with practice.
Several factors always enter into consideration at this stage: The size
of the rough stone, the shape of the stone, how many pits, craters, or
dips are on what you want to use for the face, and the final size/shape
you wish to achieve. Generally, orienting the rough stone for the
brightest color is worthwhile, unless too much size will be sacrificed.
Opal, because it is a precious stone with great value, is cut “free form”,
to allow the greatest carat weight to survive. This means that if you
cut away good opal to reach a shape that conforms with a perfect
oval, you have minimized the weight of a stone that would have been
larger if cut into a pleasing, but not standard, shape. And that’'s one
key, pleasing shape.

Because color is composed of microscopic spheres, and because
color is distributed throughout VV opal, it is easy to see that most of
what you are grinding is composed of those same spheres. VV opal
will melt away on your grinding wheel very easily, so do as Paul
Downing advises; “Cut a little, look a lot.”

For initial shaping, avoid using a grinding wheel coarser than 220 grit,
as doing so will introduce minute fractures into your stone. Use
adequate water, as dry wheels will overheat the opal. | finish grind
VV opal on a 14,000 diamond wheel, and then go, carefully, to a
50,000 diamond lap, used nearly dry but with diamond lubricant. Care
must be taken here, as overheating happens quickly.

Other, obscure properties of VV opal will reveal themselves to you as
you gain experience. But the above are the main differences. Start
with your poorest specimens rather than your best. Before long, you
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will discover why VV opal, from the Bonanza Opal Mine, are “The
brightest opals in the World”.

From http.//www.bonanzaopals.com
+++++++++

Collecting and Investing in Colored Gemstones

Gem collectors search out the rare and unique gemstones that are
likely to increase significantly in value over time.

Most professional gemstone collectors began their careers as
amateur collectors with a passion for colored stones. Indeed some of
the most famous gem collectors in the world started out as amateur
rockhounds. George Frederick Kunz (1856-1932), for example, had
collected more than 4,000 mineral specimens by the time he was 20,
and succeeded in selling his collection to the University of Minnesota.
He went on to become the resident gem expert at Tiffany & Co., and
was a major force in popularizing colored gemstones in the jewelry
business. But he never lost his passion for collecting and he collected
rare gems for some of the great names of his time, such as Thomas
Edison and J.P. Morgan. The Morgan collection was eventually
donated to the American Museum of Natural History. When pink
spodumene was discovered in California it was named Kunzite in his
honor.

There are as many different strategies for collecting gemstones as
there are collectors. Astute collectors often focus on one kind of
gemstone, such as rubies or sapphires or tsavorite garnets. This
makes it easier to develop the specialized knowledge necessary to
make subtle qualitative distinctions. It is not unusual as well for a
collector to focus on a particular gem variety from a specific location,
such as Burmese ruby or Ceylon sapphire or Russian demantoid
garnet. With the discovery of new colored gem deposits in Africa it is
still possible to be an early participant in collecting stones from
locations such as Madagascar, Tanzania and Mozambique.

Some gem collectors focus on breadth as well as depth. Collecting
sapphires from all the important deposits around the world — Burma,
Ceylon, Madagascar, Tanzania, Thailand, Cambodia, Australia,
Montana, etc. — can be fascinating, and comparing stones from these
different locations can really help one appreciate the unique
characteristics of the material from each source. Some gem varieties,
such as tourmaline, occur in such astonishing variety that the
collecting opportunities are endless. Some collectors focus not just on
rare specimens, but on rare varieties. There are some gem minerals
that are so rare that only a small number of specimens are known to
exist. They include varieties such as painite, musgravite, benitoite,
jeremejevite, red beryl and poudrettaite. Some collectors collect
mineral specimens as well as cut and polished gems.

Though rare gemstones can be very expensive, it is possible to begin
collecting colored stones on a modest budget. Many unusual gems
are still inexpensive because the supply is so limited that no market
demand is created for them. Many gemstones that are in good supply
today will become rarer in the future as mines are exhausted. Time
tends to be on the side of the collector.

Sawvy collectors understand that fine gems have historically
appreciated over time, but that gemstones are not an especially liquid
commodity. Like real estate, a particular stone cannot always be sold
for a good price at the time you want to sell it. Gemstone collecting is
really only for those with a true love of gemstones and the patience
required to achieve a substantial return on the investment.

From http://www.thesequitur.com

++++H++H
The following article is from an Australian’s point of view where
the home country is Australia. The Editor
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Opal Gets a Bad Rap at Home but Definitely Not
Overseas
By Andrew Cody, May 28, 2013

It's unfair that opal has a bad name in Australia.
It can be attributed to poorly made jewellery,
paper thin doublets that would easily chip, and
tacky souvenirs created for the tourist market,
harking back to the 80s.

Around that time, wine exports were only $20
million per annum but opal exports were half a
billion dollars! A number of companies were
selling between $30-$70 million each year. So
you can see, overseas markets have always loved our national
gemstone.

But much has changed since those relatively early days.

Now the international fashion industry is really supporting opal. Top
fashion houses like Dior, Cartier, Van Cleef and Boucheron, to name
a few, are creating high-end opal jewellery that is allowing opal to
really punch above its weight.

For the past five years, the overseas demand for fine jewelry pieces
featuring opal has increased greatly.

The gemstone has also been winning international awards as its
popularity grows, and at the recent Tucson Gem and Mineral Show,
most opal dealers reported much better results than expected.
Demand for opal is getting back to its former glory. That’s despite the
US dollar being so weak against our currency. Today, Americans are
paying double what they were five years ago for opal simply because
of the massive currency exchange differences.

I'll admit things were looking bad after the natural disasters in Japan
hit the opal industry hard. The Japanese had always been big
purchasers of opal. But China has massive potential and there are
strong indications that it is about to have a love affair with the
gemstone.

| have just returned from the inaugural China (Changsha) Mineral and
Gem Show, the first-ever government supported mineral, fossil and
gem show in the country. Importantly, opal was named the “feature
gemstone” of the huge event that incorporated around 1,000
exhibitors.

In the event lead-up, | was even interviewed on China TV and the
local press ran a half-page article about opal coming to China.

As an industry, we need to capitalize on the enthusiasm the Chinese
have shown for our home-grown gemstone. We can reap rewards in
two ways — by selling more opals and through tourism, which | believe
also helps to sell more opals. The Chinese are starting to travel more
and are very interested in Australia. Knowing that it is the home to the
world’s best opals is sure to encourage further tourism, which will only
boost sales.

But there are issues facing the opal industry that need addressing
quickly if we are to capitalize on the overseas markets.

Firstly, the government has to do more to support industry by lowering
the dollar. It’s just too high and is crippling exporters, inbound tourism
and any manufacturing business in this country.

And | don’t feel we’re doing enough to encourage the Chinese to
come to Australia.

Plus, there is an overall lack of support at the source. Did you know
that in South Australia, the average age of an opal miner is 60-plus?
It's similar at Lightning Ridge.

That's unsustainable.

Without more government incentive to lure younger people into the
opal mining industry, supply won'’t be able to keep up with demand
and the world could turn to other gemstones instead.

Well-publicized opal discoveries, coupled with good prices will
encourage greater risk-taking by mining companies and, hence,
attract more workers. But the industry needs a kick-start again.

To help address this, some concerned industry leaders are currently
forming a not-for-profit opal marketing group.
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The group’s focus will be on education at retail and supplier levels. It
will encourage ethical trading, guarantee goods and promote our
product via internationally-approved methods.

Consumers want to purchase opal with confidence, and that's what
this group hopes to encourage. Jewelers have to be held in high
esteem by the public.

If people want to show their support for the group or make enquiries,
I’'m happy for them to contact me directly.

In reality, there are a lot of Australians who really love opals,
especially black opal. | strongly believe that opal is on the crest of a
wave at the moment. Let’s ride it successfully to a great future.
Andrew Cody is director of The National Opal Collection and Cody
Opal (Australia) Pty Ltd.

From http://www.jewellermagazine.com

++++++++++
The following article doesn’t state the location, but is certainly
Tecopa. The Editor
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Prospecting for Opal in the Mojave Desert
There's a little store in Pahrump, Nevada, called Gotta Get a Map.
Inside you will find just what you expect, maps and books and rock
hammers and a delightful lady named Cassandra.
Now we learned about this place from the local Chamber of
Commerce, where the lady had told us that Gotta Get a Map was the
place to go to learn about rock hounding in the area and was she right.
We spent a delightful hour with Cassandra as she showed us her rock
and mineral collection and shared with us a place to go looking for fire
opals!

The next day we took off bright and early, if you call 10 am bright

and early, and it was a short drive to the opal location. We had also

Ve
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brought a book, Rock hounding California and it, along with
Cassandras directions helped us find the spot with ease!
Parking at the end of a four wheel drive road we were so excited that
we took off with no thought of water, food, or emergency medical
supplies. It looked to be so close to us, but the mudstone cliffs were
actually a lot further than we thought. Arriving, it didn't take long to
see the mine shafts where people had dug deep into the cliff walls
searching for fire.
We found pieces of broken opal, or at least white opalite. It was really
all over the place as some was from broken concretions left by the
other rockhounders and some was just weathering out of the cliff
walls. Showing Renita what | had found | told her to enjoy as | turned
back to the truck to get the supplies we had so carelessly left behind.
The walk across the arroyo was covered with rock and debris from
numerous flash floods. There were only a few dead and dried out
cactus but | managed to find them and had to stop to pull out long
dead spines, (I seem to have a knack for attracting cactus). Arriving at
the truck | got our food and spent some time looking for the camera,
which of course Renita had remembered to take.
By the time | arrived back at the spot, Renita showed me a large bag
full of opal concretions! In such a short time she had learned the look
of the crust which covers the opal nodules and had quite a few good
looking specimens! | dropped the pack and started looking myself,
picking up piece after piece but not finding any fire opals.
Now they really aren't fire opals, those are red opals from Mexico, but
regardless we didn't find any, just lots of pretty white opals. There
were so man th_e}Lt | quickly fiIIethe pack and another grocery sack.
£ —_ ! a5 ;.3
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was already one pm and the sun was hot and burning. The afternoon
is not a time to be prospecting in the Mojave Desert,(At least we didn't
have to worry about being bothered by Gila monsters, sidewinders, or
scorpions), but | was getting burned pretty good and so we headed
back to the truck.

The drive back to Pahrump was only 34 miles and we stopped at a
huge black dike of amphibole that Renita had noticed on the way out.
We also passed a place where people were working their gold claims,
but no one invited us to stop so we passed by.

Now the opal here is crazy opal, which means that it has dried out and
cracks easily,(that's why it's called crazy opal and is hard to work in
lapidary), but it was still opal and we have a bunch of large concretions
yet to open, so we still have hopes for some fire opal. Regardless it
was a fun day in the Mojave Desert and we have more rocks for the
fifth wheel! Clear skies.

Posted by MarkandRenita

- . M x x

From  http://markandrenita.blogspot.com/2009/10/prospecting-for-
opal-in-mojave-desert.html
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The following are the final chapters of the book From Rags to
Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters were published
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in the Opal Express from June 2011 through Nov. 2013. The
Editor

From Rags to Riches

Chapter 57 - The End of a Ratter

Here it was; the long awaited Christmas morning; Beatrix was up with
the crack of a sparrows fart. She came running into our bedroom and
shook me and was screaming with excitement, “He was here, Santa
was here, come and have a look Daddy he has been”, she went into
the kitchen and she found the empty Saucer and cup, she came back
and said, Santa drank the milk and ate his cookies.” She grabbed my
hand and was pulling at it, come on Daddy | want to show you what
Santa brought me,” Chris said smiling “ you better have a look before
she gets a heart attack, “ | replied and laughed “well come on little
Lady, let's have a look.” | staggered out in my shorts and got to the
back door which of course was wide open already and there was this
beautiful little Cubby House, “Wow” | exclaimed, “that’s great” Beatrix
was so excited, she tried to tell me what she was going to do by
making a garden here and there and growing flowers and vegetables
| told her you are going to be a busy little girl, She shook her head in
agreement and said, “I am a lucky girl Daddy,” well sweetheart you
are a very good Girl and you are in a place which is not really where
you raise a family, you should be in civilization and have lots friends
and nice clean things to play with, so | am very happy that you like
and enjoy your present.” | know Daddy but as you said it will not be
forever, and | am sure you will find this great big beautiful Rainbow
Rock, and then we have lots of money and we can buy a house in the
city”. Yes Darling that's right, so let's have some nice Christmas
Breakfast. Chris came out and did the same A great “Wow, this is
lovely darling, you like it, “Very much Mummy, | will tell you all about
what | am going to do with my little House.”

Chris and | went in the house and Chris said what a beautiful job you
did,” yes it came up quite well, and so it should for that money what it
cost, but the main thing is it something she wanted and she will enjoy
it and the time of being on the field will be more bearable for her.”
Chris nodded and said | think so.” The day went on we had a nice
Breakfast and then the Time came for our Dinner with the Rob, Trevor
and Lorraine.

We had a great time and the Christmas day was very nice good food
good company, and lots of laughter and fun with no worry in the world.
Everyone had a positive outlook, and the projected future looked great
for everyone, | just hope that it will. The next couple of days we went
swimming to the white dam, catching Yabbies’ Picnic and BBQ's,
Dinner at Gus’s place

We tried to make the best of the Christmas Festivities. | just went to
work on the days the Co-Op was open. And only a few hours and that
were till the people returned from their holidays, at the end of January
and everything goes back to normal.

| was expecting Johnny in a couple days and they went very quickly,
he arrived Saturday arvo with Johnny Lyons Truck, obviously he
made arrangements with the driver to meet him In Port Augusta and
give him a ride back to Andamooka.

I met him at Johnny Lyons he had a couple cases with him not to large
but big enough.

We shook hands and he said “are we Millionaires yet” No mate | did
not lift a pick or bucket, actually | built a house behind ours” He looked
perplexed and said “what you mean,” You wait and see, actually | built
two not one.” Ok you talk in riddles | will wait, how is everyone,” Great
mate, everyone is fine Chris is getting more pregnant, but no morning
sickness or stupid cravings.” So how is the family in Adelaide?”
"Very good and my girlfriend is waiting patiently and we will be getting
married when we leave the field, | just hope | can bring something
home with me like Money.” | am sure you will” | replied.

We got home and Chris came out first and she hugged and kissed
Johnny, who looked around and no Beatrix, he said “She is not sick
is she?” No Chris smiled she is busy building gardens.
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We went inside and Johnny started opening one of his cases, and
handed each of us a wrapped parcel. | opened mine and there was a
nice Seiko Watch, which was not cheap | am sure. Chris received a
nice litle Mahogany Jewel Box in the shape of a Piano with lots of
little compartments and it played a tune when you opened the top. We
thanked Johnny and told him, we do not have a present for him due
to the fact we did not leave the field, so he will get one a little later
when Chris is going to the Hospital later. He understood and said not
to worry it is present enough for him to have made it possible to share
a nice life with us and the hand we have extended to him in friendship.
He said "Well | better look where the little lady is,” he went out the
back and there was a scream of enjoyment from Beatrix when she
saw Johnny. She ran up to him and hugged him.

“Look what | got from Santa” she said to Johnny, who made sounds
of astonishment and joy, “that’s great | like it what a lovely house, and
this nice garden,” She smiled and said to him, “Did you bring me
something from Adelaide, ““What do you think” he replied and
grabbed her hand and said “come on let's have a look.”

They came in side and Johnny opened the other case and it had a
nice big parcel in there, labeled “To Beatrix”. He handed her the parcel
and she was so excited and started ripping the paper off. Her eyes
grew very big when she noticed all the goodies in there, Puzzles,
activity blocks, Coloring in books, Comic Books, and a lot of activity
and educational toys.

She hugged Johnny and said, “Thank you so much | like them all, and
I am going to put all that in the cupboard in my Cubby House. So we
had another nice late Christmas Day and Johnny said he is very tired
and would like to go to sleep for a while, since it was only 1pm | said
“what about some food”, He shook his head and just pointed in the
direction of his room.

He got up and disappeared to his room. Beatrix was busy with her
presents and carried them all out to her little house. Chris said what
about we going to Gus’s for dinner saves cooking Good Idea | replied
when his lordship wakes up we go, if it gets late then | will wake him
up.

I was fooling around with some Opal pieces and Chris went out the
back to Beatrix and helped her with her garden around the house.
The Clock chimed 6 pm, | went to Johnny’s Room and he was sound
asleep.

| tried to wake him he just grunted, “Whatever it is | am not interested”,
I let him sleep; he needs that more than food by the look of it.

Chris got Beatrix ready and | got a pair of clean shorts and t-shirt and
off we went to Gus’s place.

We got there and were greeted by several people, we returned the
greeting, also Joseph Kazcanovski the Polish guy with his wife Anna
she calls him Peppy were there as well, they said a very friendly hello
to us, they know me from the Butcher shop.

We grabbed a table next to them, and | could hear every word Joseph
is telling a miner who is just standing there and listen to Joseph, who
was bitterly complaining that for the last few days he had someone
robbing his claim, he said “Every morning when | get down in the shaft
someone has worked and taken out the level and left always a few
bucket of dirt behind, | was on salable traces which kept Anna and me
going for the last few weeks, and now the last three days there is
nothing.” | tell you Karl he called the miner | will catch him and he will
be sorry, | bury him alive. “Karl said Peppy don’t tell anyone that you
are on traces keep things quiet.” Peppi looked in my direction and said
“That’s true Peter whoever it is he or they are stealing from me the
last few days. | will get him,”” | replied | hope you do, | would shoot
the bastard, “He said “I have ways | catch him, a very good friend of
mine he had a Ratter and Claim jumper at Coober Pedy and he got
him and the Jumper is now sorry for the rest of his life that he stole
from him, So | know exactly what to do.”

Peppi, if there is anything | can help you with, don’t hesitate and call
on me.”

He thanked me and continued to talk with Karl.

Lottie came and ask what we would like, | ordered Pork knuckle and
Kassler Rib’s with Sauerkraut and Dumplings a can of KB Beer, Chris
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ordered, Wiener Schnitzel a portion and a halve serve for Beatrix.,
and a small Carafe of House Wine and an Orange juice.

Any how we had our meal, and Peppy suddenly started to talk very
loud to Karl and told him that he is on real good traces, and he is sure
there is the big one down there. | looked at Peppi and he winked at
me and leaned across to me and said “ am doing this so if the jumper
or his accomplice is in here, he can hear it and maybe makes his
move to do something and | will watch him.”

He told Anna “| go to the Co-Op quickly before they close to buy me
a packet of Razor Blades and a few 6 inch nails.” He dashed of quickly
and Karl went back to the bar, | said to Anna to come and join us,
which she did, | introduced her to Chris and she started crying and in
her broken English she told us how hard Peppy works with pick and
shovel and Gelignite and the wind lass.

And she is helping him, winching up the dirt, he only fills the bucket
halve way so she can wind the handle and every time he finds a
couple pieces he gets excited and thinks he is on the winning run.
When | heard her story of how they struggling, and Peppy is such a
proud man who does not accept any Charity from anyone. | told Anna
to call on me, we not rich and we just make ends meet our self but |
always can spare some food there is no need to get hungry.

This Polish couple would have to be in their late 50’s; anyhow Peppy
came back and got what he wanted. He told us a bit about him and
Anna, they are from Sydney original and he had an offer to go with
someone to the Opal field in Cobber Pedy, so they decided to join up
with this couple and go with them.

It did not work out so they decided to leave Coober Pedy and came
to Andamooka, with another friend of theirs, this person worked with
Peppi, and then became ill and had to be taken to the Hospital in Port
Augusta., and he developed emphysema and had been told his
mining days are over. So Peppy and Anna had the Claim and picks,
shovels, Carbide lamps, couple buckets and an old windlass, but only
a tent which they erected against a mullock heap and no money,
Peppy was lucky and hit good strong traces in their mine which was
on O’Halloran hill, he was working in 20 feet ground, he sold the traces
and then got a place at Dutton Village with Anna, were we used to
live. They are a very nice honest and hardworking couple.

They had Sausages and Mash for dinner, which Gus let them have
for next to nothing.

We talked a bit about different Hills and mining and we had a pleasant
time, Beatrix had her had on Chris’s lap and was asleep.

Peppy said suddenly,” We must go | have to make some preparation
to catch a Rat” and he smiled, | of course had no Idea what he was
talking about, and he did not let on. We said our good byes and they
left, not forgetting to invite us for some coffee sometimes, | agreed
and said “we love to, and good luck with your rat.” | said to Chris,
Listen | just drop you and Beatrix home and then | take Peppi and
Anna to Dutton Village, she said ok and | told Peppy and he was
grateful for this gesture. We all crammed in the VW and off we went.
| dropped Chris and then drove to Dutton Village, it was about 9pm,
and Peppy asked me if | can go via his claim as he had to do
something which was very important, | nodded and he gave me the
instructions and we got there quite quickly, he said he won’t be long
and he went up the mullock heap, and | lost sight of him, a few minutes
later he came back and he carried a heavy rope which is used to climb
up and down a mine shaft. He got in and | did not ask any questions,
| assumed he took it out so no one could climb down the shaft.

We got to Dutton Village and they got out and thanked me for
everything and | shook some sincere hands. Peppy got his rope and
Anna asked if | would like a cup of coffee, they got a gas burner, so it
would not take to long, | said ok and | got out and followed Anna in to
the hut. Peppy was outside and heard him hammering | went outside
to see what he was doing and he was hammering the 6 inch nails in
a board about 2 foot long and about 10 inches wide. He hammered
about 30 nails into it right through. When he finished that he took it
and put it in a hessian bag, Anna called that the coffee was ready so
| went inside and got a nice steaming good smelling coffee. Peppy did
not come in he was doing something with his rope. | was finishing my
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coffee and Peppy put the rope also into the hessian bag, he asked
me if | could drop him back at the claim but | don’t have to wait for him
or anything.

I looked dumb founded but | did not ask what is going on, | said “sure
but how do you get home”, he said “l am used to walking.” | said good
bye to Anna she said to me he is very angry and dangerous in a
situation like that, | never ask questions when he is like that, | just wait
till he settles down then we talk about.

| nodded and Peppy got in and he just said | am sorry but this is
something | have to do and it is no one’s business other than mine.

| said fair enough as long as you know what you are doing and it is
within the law, He replied hot tempered,” Law what law | told the
Rangers, the Mines warden so many times, “All | am getting “we keep
an eye out”’,” but in the meantime they steal the food from Anna’s
mouth and mine and we can starve.

I have to do it my way and this way it will be a warning to others what
will happen to them when they think about claim jumping and ratting.”
“Fair enough” | said, “please don’t tell me”.

We arrived at the claim and he got out and thanked me and said “if
this thieve is working tonight on my claim, it will be his last attempt.”

I nodded and said good luck and drove off.

When | got home Beatrix was in Bed, | told Chris all about it and she
said, Is there nothing we can do, | replied | got no idea what Peppy is
up to but he is sure if there is a jumper tonight he will catch him, maybe
we could find the Ranger and see what they can do Chris exclaimed,
| said no let’s leave it at that and we shall see what happens.

| had a very restless night, Johnny was still asleep he never woke up
and Chris is also awake. | looked at my new watch and the time is
4am, | said to Chris | can’t sleep; | am going to drive out there and
see what’s going on. As | was driving towards O’Halloran Hill the day
was slowly breaking and | started to see better. | recognized some of
the winches from other claims but | could not identify Peppy’s claim
as | only was there in pitch black darkness.

I had my Window down and | was slowly cruising between the mullock
hills, When | heard a loud moaning and a call for help, | followed the
sound and | found Peppy’s Claim. | got out of the car and got to the
shaft and looked down could not see anything but the pleading voice
said “please get help | am bleeding to death my hands a slashed to
pieces and my left heel has been ripped off. | can’t get up.” | said what
happened, he replied, “The rope was full of Razor blades twined in
and it was cut short so | could not climb back up, so when | cut my
hands | let go of the rope fell down with my feet hitting the ground and
something exploded when my foot hit it.” | just screamed down “don’t
move | get some help”.
A o B L o

June 2016 Gem & Mineral Shows
More shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowState=ALL

June 2016

16-19—PRINEVILLE, OREGON: Annual show; Prineville Rockhound
Association, Crook County Fairgrounds; 1280 S Main ; Thu. 9-5, Fri. 9-5, Sat.
9-5; Free Admission; Potluck and members meeting Friday night. Public
Auction Saturday night.; contact Doug True, (406)-670-0506; Web site:
prinevillerocks.com

17-19—VICTOR, COLORADO: Annual show; Southern Teller County FOcus
Group, Victor, CO; 300 N. Third St; Fri. 9 am-5 pm, Sat. 9 am-5 pm, Sun. 10
am-5 pm; Admission is Free; The fourth annual Gem & Mineral Show
sponsored by the Southern Teller County Focus Group (STCFG) in Victor,
Colorado. The event will be held in downtown historic Victor and is open and
free to the public. The show will include vendors from across the state selling
Colorado dug minerals, gems, hand-crafted jewelry, mining antiques, rough
slabs, specimens, cabochons, hand-crafted furniture with mineral inlays,
Cripple Creek & Victor Mining District gold ore specimens, as well as gold and
gem panning for the kids at the Victor Lowell Thomas Museum. ; contact Ruth
Zalewski, POB 328, Victor, CO 80860, (719) 689-2675; e-mail:
stcfg@victorcolorado.com; Web site: http://victorcolorado.com

24-26—SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, Scottish Rite Center; 1895 Camino del Rio S; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun.
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10-5; $7 Admission, Children under 11 free; Fine jewelry, precious & semi-
precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals & much
more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the world will be on site.
Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes. ; contact
Yooy Nelson, 503-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:
http://www.gemfaire.com

25-26—CULVER CITY, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Culver City Rock and
Mineral Club, Veterans Memorial Auditorium; 4117 Overland Blvd.; Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 10-5; Free Admission; The Fiesta of Gems is a free educational event for
the community which provides fossils, gems and mineral exhibits,
demonstrations, and children’s programs. We also offer jewelry making
classes, gem, mineral dealers, tools, and books sales. Fiesta of Gems Show
offers over 35 gem and mineral dealers from California, New Mexico ,and
Arizona who will sell minerals, gems, slabs, cabochons, beads, and jewelry
findings. The Culver City Rock and Mineral Club members will exhibit gem and
mineral works of art, jewelry pieces, and private collections of gems and
minerals. ; contact Janice Metz, 4117 Overland Blvd.,, Culver City, CA 90230,
(310)-850-4398; e-mail: janicemtz@yahoo.com; Web site:
http://www.culvercityrocks.org/fiesta.htm

25-26—NEWPORT, OREGON: 53rd Annual Rock and Gem Show; Oregon
Coast Agate Club, National Guard Armory; 541 SW Coast Hwy, Hwy 101; Sat.
10-6, Sun. 10-4; Admission $2, Children 12 and under free; Features
demonstrations, kids corner, a silent auction, a raffle and more.; contact
George Mazeika, PO Box 818, Yachats, OR 97498, (541)-991-0311; e-mail:
georgemaze58@gmail.com; Web site: www.coastagates.org

July 2016

1-3—FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO: Annual show; SJICG&MS, Civic Center;
200 W Arrington; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Free Admission; Silent
auction, wheel of fortune, hourly drawing, raffle, black light.; contact Tory
Bonner, (505)-716-2847; e-mail: hthrwoods@gmail.com

1-3—EUGENE, OREGON: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, Lane
County Events Center; 796 W 13th Ave; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5;
Admission $7 weekend pass, Children 11 and under free; Fine jewelry,
precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver,
pearls, minerals, fossils & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from
around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door
prizes. ; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com;
Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com

1-4—SISTERS, OREGON: Annual show; Jean Miller, Sisters Elementary
School; 611 E. Cascade , (off Hwy. 20); Fri. 9 am-6 pm, Sat. 9 am-6 pm, Sun.
9 am-6 pm, Mon. 9 am-4 pm; Admission is Free!; Sisters Round Up of Gems
Annual Show featuring Gems, Minerals, Beads, Spheres, Crystals, Petrified
Wood, Lapidary Tools, Jade, Jewelry, Sunstone, Native American Jewelry,
Carvings and much, much more! Free admission. Fun for the whole family! For
more information or questions on vending please contact Jean Miller 971-219-
0323 or email shadow92337@molalla.net or Jenny Macias 619-261-8765 or
email karmicbeadsandgems@yahoo.com ; contact Jennifer Macias, 1839
Ryan  Court, Prescott, AZ 86301, (619) 261-8765; e-mail:
karmicbeadsandgems@yahoo.com

8-10—DURANGO, COLORADO: Annual show; Four Corners Gem and
Mineral Club, La Plata County Fairgrounds; 2500 Main Ave; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-
6, Sun. 10-5; Admission $1; Minerals, fossils, jewelry, gems, gold panning,
kids activities, door prizes, silent auction, raffle and much more!; contact
Mandy Houpt; e-mail: durangorocks.org

8-10—PORTLAND, OREGON: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc,
Oregon Convention Center; 777 NE MLK Jr Blvd; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-
5; Admission $7 weekend pass, Children 11 and under free; Fine jewelry,
precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver,
pearls, minerals, fossils & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from
around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door
prizes. ; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com;
Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com

9-10—FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA: Annual show; CKM Productions, LLC.,
Flagstaff High School; 400 West EIm Avenue; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; Adults $3,
Children under 12 free; The Annual Flagstaff Mineral and Jewelry Expo and
Sale. Our planet has many amazing treasures that are hidden, in many cases,
just beneath our feet. Almost every country in the world has been able to
unearth unique specimens specific to their locale, and the earth’s bounty from
much of the world will be on display and available for sale at the show. Vendors
from across the region will be offering unique and interesting mineral
specimens, crystals, gemstones, jewelry, beads, fossils, slabs and cutting
material at competitive prices. Many of our artisans have created original
jewelry designs, and our gem and mineral vendors will have specimens on
display in both the rough and cut-and-polished states. This is a fun and
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educational event the entire family will enjoy. ; contact Greg Capatch, (928)-
554-4615; e-mail: gregcapatch@yahoo.com; Web site:
www.facebook.com/CKM-Productions-LLC

15-17—REEDSPORT, OREGON: Annual show; Lower Umpqua Gem &
Mineral Society, Community Building; 451 Winchester Avenue; Fri. 10-5, Sat.
10-5, Sun. 10-4; Admission- Donations; Gems, minerals, roughs, displays,
local lapidary artisans, raffle, door prizes, jewelry, new vendors. Saturday is
Kids Day - games and searches for sapphires and agates.; contact Bill
Hendrickson, 100 Riverbend, #17, Reedsport, OR 97467, (541)-271-6816; e-
mail: irlindabarr@hotmail.com

15-17—REEDSPORT, OREGON: Annual show; Lower Umpqua Gem and
Lapidary Society, Reedsport Community Building; 451 Winchester Avenue;
Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; Free Admission; Silent auction, raffle and door
prizes, demonstrations, several new vendors, roughs, slabs, cabs, petrified
wood, jewelry, displays, thunder eggs, and more, The first 50 adults through
the door will get a free gift with their door prize ticket. ; contact Bill Hendrickson,
(541)-271-6816; e-mail: irlindabarr@hotmail.com

15-17—SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, Marin Center; 10 Avenue of the Flags; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Free
Admission; Fine jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of
beads, crystals, gold & silver, pearls, minerals, fossils & much more at
manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the world will be on site. Jewelry
repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes.; contact Yooy
Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:
http://www.gemfaire.com

16-17—DARRINGTON, WASHINGTON: Annual show; Darrington Rock and
Gem, Mansford Grange Hall; 1265 Railroad Avenue; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5;
Free Admission; There will be hourly door prizes, displays, custom rock
cutting, kid's activities, rock collecting maps, dealer certificates for rocks, free
rock pond and rock & mineral identification.; contact Angela Moore, (360)-436-
2107; e-mail: angela51726@gmail.com

22-24—TENINO, WASHINGTON: 2016 Rock and Gem Rendezvous;
Washington Agate and Mineral Society of Olympia and the Tenino Rock
Cruisers, Parkside Elementary School; 301 Central Avenue; Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-6,
Sun. 9-5; Free Admission; Demonstrations, indoor displays, activities for kids,
dealer booths.; contact Daniel De Boer, 5107 Brenner Road NW, Olympia, WA
98502; e-mail: keylockl@live.com; Web site:
https://wamsolympia.wordpress.com

22-24—EUREKA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc,
Redwood Acres Fairgrounds; 3750 Harris St; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5;
Admission $5 weekend pass, Children 11 and under free; Fine jewelry,
precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver,
pearls, minerals, fossils & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from
around the world will be on site. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free
hourly door prizes. contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail:
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com

29-31—ALBANY, OREGON: 2015 AFMS/NFMS meeting - Treasurers of the
Northwest; Willamette Agate and Mineralogical Society, Linn County Fair and
Expo Building; 3700 Knox Butte Road; Fri. 10 am-6 pm, Sat. 10 am-6 pm, Sun.
10 am-4 pm; Admission is $4 per day/$10 for a 3 day pass , 12 and under free;
AFMS meeting is July 28, 2016; contact Janice Van Cura, (541) 753-2401; e-
mail: jvancura@peak.org; Web site: www.wamsi.org

29-31—SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem
Faire Inc, Earl Warren Showgrounds; 3400 Calle Real; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 10-5; Admission $7 weekend pass, Children 11 and under free; Fine
jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold
& silver, pearls, minerals, fossils & much more at manufacturer’s prices.
Exhibitors from around the world will be on site. Jewelry repair & cleaning while
you shop. Free hourly door prizes.; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-
mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com
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Custom Creative Gem Cutting

Stan M. McCall
Lapidary and Jewelry Artist
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs
Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones
(714) 220-9282
6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/

custom-creative @earthlink.net
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available

TIKKA OPALS

E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com
phone: +61-7-55469324
mobile: +61-417-421205

Advertise in this Space!
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month

Half Page Size: $20 per month

Full Page Size: $40 per month

Contact:
The Opal Express C/O
Jim Pisani
P.O. Box 4875
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) ﬁmgUNT
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $30

SELECTONE | New MEMBERS $40

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE_(Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at

http://opalsociety.org/aos application by web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account
is membership@opalsociety.org.

NAME

BUSINESS NAME < NAME BADGE ORDER FORM:
YOU WISH IT TO APPEAR ON

CITY STATE YOUR BADGE using up to two
(2) lines of text for your name,

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) nickname, or name of your opal
related business.

PHONE - Home PHONE - Business FAX

¢ ) ¢ ) «C )

E-MAIL

WEBSITE

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information
above, please note that on the application.

O Address O Phone O E-mail O website

Please sign here: Date

The Opal Express is published monthly by Are Your Dues Due Now?
The American Opal Society. PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL.
Copyright 2016. Al rights reserved. , There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise Il membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are
_Resgrvec_l. . overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue.
Editor-Jim Pisani A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note,

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received
The Opal Express C/O you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is

Jim Pisani your responsibility to assure your dues are current.
P.O. Box 4875 Thank you,

Garde_n Gr_ove, CA 92842-4875 The Editor
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express
American Opal Society

P.O. Box 4875

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

Volume #49 Issue #6
June 2016

June 22" General Meeting

— GENERAL MEETINGS —
4th Wednesday of the Month
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM

Garden Grove Masonic Lodge
11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840

MEETING ACTIVITIES

Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers,

TO:

Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities

Katella Ave

June 22
Live Opal Auction!

Bring your opal, gems, jewelry, to sell!

Bring your $$to get some great deals!
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Some Topics In This Issue:

Cutting Virgin Valley Opal
Collecting Colored Gemstones
Opal Gets a Bad Rap

Prospecting for Opal in the Mojave
Chapter 57 - The End of a Ratter

Pete Goetz President
Russ Madsen Treasurer

Jim Pisani Editor & Webmaster

Veronica Purpura Show Chairman

Garden Grove Masonic
Lodge

Garden Grove, CA 92840

The American Opal Society

Website: http://OpalSociety.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety

(714) 530-3530 email: mpgl1022@aol.com

(562) 884-2254 email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net
(714) 815-4638 email: editor@opalsociety.org

(714) 974-3982 email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com
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