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Our annual Opal Gem & Jewelry Show, on Nov. 5th & 6", will have
a new home this year at:

The Business Expo Center

1960 S Anaheim Way

Anaheim, CA 92805

See http://www.businessexpocenter.com/
++++++++++

AOS Facebook Page

The American Opal Society has had a Facebook page for the last
three years. Kathy James has volunteered to manage it and is doing
a great job adding new content. Please visit and give it some good
“LIKES” and add your favorite opal picture, story, article, etc. The
AOS Facebook page is located at:

The Opal Expregg
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AOS July 27t Meeting: Cutting Black Opal
President Pete Goetz will speak about cutting Lightning Ridge black
opal. In addition, segments of the Greg Pardey opal cutting video will
be shown in accompaniment.

4+

Opal Show News

By Veronica Purpura
The AOS show is on schedule to becoming our largest show ever.
Dealers have been reminded of the Early Bird deadline (July 30th)
and we have a wait list to join. Dealers who haven't paid are at risk of

https://lwww.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety
o L o o o
Important General Meeting Information
The next General meeting will be Wednesday, July 22, 2016.
The General Meetings will now be held on:

The Fourth (4") Wednesday of the Month

The new location is:
Garden Grove Masonic Center
11270 Acacia Parkway
Garden Grove, CA 92840

being left out since wait list dealer will be allowed to join then. The
club also received the Anaheim Arts Council grant, so we are well on
our way to turning the show into a great success.

AOS Calendar
Date Day of Week Meeting Location Meeting Topic / Speaker
01/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Stan McCall on Quartzsite, Arizona
02/24/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Russ Madsen on Volcanic Opal
03/23/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal Appraisal / Workshop Session
04/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Stan McCall on Lost Wax Casting / 3D Printing
05/25/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge (geology of Opal in the Great Artesian Basin
y Pete Goetz
06/22/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Live Opal Auction
07/27/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Pete Goetz on Cutting Lightning Ridge

Black Opal
08/24/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal Cutting Seminar
09/28/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced
10/26/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal & Gem Show Work Session
11/05/16 Saturday Business Expo Center 49th Annual Opal & Gem Show
11/06/16 Sunday Business Expo Center 49th Annual Opal & Gem Show
11/23/16 Wednesday Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal & Gem Show Recap / Possible Speaker

\The \BhedBkoress Wednesday The Sesathk e/ iasens Lodge AOS Christmas Party Potluck
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Diane was a long time AOS member and was on the Board of
Directors. She well-loved and will be deeply missed. The Editor

Diane Lynn Nelson
September 29, 1974 - June 7, 2016

Diane will always be
remembered for her
upbeat, happy, and
optimistic personality.
She had plans and
adventures in mind
even under difficult
circumstances and in
between stays in the
hospital. These are
things we remember
best.
She loved flowers,
sweet smelling
candles, pretty
clothes and shoes
and bright colors.
Diane loved camping,
cooking, travel, and
was always up for the
next adventure. Any
trip was very exciting v i gl

and welcome. Another interest was jewelry and the stones that to into
the making o jewelry.

Diane loved all animals and especially her dog Sweetie, who she
raised from an abandoned three week old puppy she found out in the
desert. Diane and her sister Kin, where in the American Riding Club
Handicap and rode in many parades as teenagers.

Beloved daughter of James and Joyce Baker, sister of Kim Anguiano,
sister-in-law of Joe Anguiano and aunt of Ethan, Gave, Logan, Maddy
and Brady. Friend of Anne Moos, Teresa and Dave Portman. Diane
was also very close to her deceased grandmother, Garnet Calkin, and
cared for her in her final days.

In her lifetime, she underwent four major heart operations and face
each one with bravery.

Her love of flowers let to a small florist business with her Mom, “The
Red Rose Florist” right after her graduation from LaQuinta High
School. She not only loved flowers but also knew their botanical
names and how to care for them.

She was good at baking and while living Arizona, she did custom
baking for a health food store. Her Yummy Carrot Cake won a prize
at the Orange County Fair. She made a great Chili Verde and her
Dad loved it. She taught her sister how to make homemade Chicken
Noodle Soup from scratch. Her favorite thing to watch on TV was the
Food Channel and the LA Dodgers. Her favorite players was Clayton
Kershaw.

Twin Lakes in the Eastern Sierra Mountains, Toiyabe National Forest,
was the vacation shot she loved best. There were many happy days
up there with her family. This began a lifelong love of camping. Going
to the Scottish Festival in Costa Mesa with her Dad was another treat.
They both loved the bagpipes.

Diane was board member of the American Opal Society. Having a
shared interest, she and her Dad attended monthly meetings and she
really enjoyed working with her friend Russ Madsen.

One of her favorite things to do was to spend time with her nephews
and niece. Diane loved watching them at their soccer games at Mile
Square Park.

The many doctors and nurses who cared for Diane during the
numerous hospital stays were amazed at her resilience and will to
live. She was one of the longest lived Fontan heart patients they knew
of. In order to pass along procedures and experience, she was written
about in some medical journals.
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Diane was baptized by the Reverend Harold Loostma at her
grandparent’s house on Yoak St. in Garden Grove, CA.

Diane appreciated the loved ones in her life. The physical afflictions
she suffered just brought out the best in her. Her life gave us
memories too beautiful to forget.

Diane may have been born with half a heart but it was full of love for
her family and friends. She had the heart of a champion.
o S L o S
Too bad they didn’t do this with Opals! The Editor

How America was conned into Buying
Diamonds
By Mackenzie Dawson, June 11, 2016

A diamond engagement ring is now as much a part of American
wedding culture as a multilayered cake, a first dance and a big white
dress. The diamond might be small, medium or large, but the general
message is clear:
There’'s no better
way to say “This
love will last
forever” than with a
rock.

That wasn'’t always
the case.

The practice of
giving diamond
engagement rings
first enjoyed some
popularity around
the turn of the
century in the US,
but by the late 30s,
diamonds had lost
a lot of their luster.
Determined to
increase sales, De
Beers
Consolidated

Mines Ltd. hired

Philadelphia .

advertising agency |Marilyn Monroe’s lusty take on the song
N.W. Ayer to |‘Diamonds are a Girl’s Best Friend”in the film
conduct extensive |‘Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” may have been
market  research [influenced by the publicists working for De
and develop a |Beers. Photo: Corbis

series of ads that

would once again put diamonds in the limelight.

At first, this was easier said than done. The surveys conducted by
N.W. Ayer found that many Americans thought of diamond
engagement rings as fusty and old-fashioned.

“The engagement ring in general was going out of style,” Rachelle
Bergstein, author of the book “Brilliance and Fire: A Biography of
Diamonds” (Harper) tells The Post. Birthstones and pearls were more
popular options.

Plus, in a country that was still dealing with the aftermath of the Great
Depression, diamonds were perceived as something only the very
rich could afford, with average Americans preferring to spend what
discretionary money they had on new modern luxuries such as
washing machines and cars. Add to this the rumblings of another
world war, and it was going to take a strong message to make
Americans care about the sparkling stone.

In 1947, a copywriter named Frances Gerety at N.W. Ayer would coin
the phrase “A diamond is forever” for De Beers, driving home the idea
that a diamond was a promise of eternal love. Her slogan implied that
a diamond was more than just an object — it was the very
embodiment of love and domestic harmony.
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Now that the messaging was clear, the challenge N.W. Ayer and other
advertising firms faced was in highlighting both the exclusivity and the
attainability of the diamond: Yes, these stones were rare and
precious, but it was a rarity the average middle-class American could
afford.

For the diamond industry, there would be no advertising quite like a
movie, Bergstein writes.

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” was a Broadway musical about Lorelei
Lee, a gold-digger from Arkansas who sings a song called “Diamonds
are a Girl’'s Best Friend,” dripping with satire and self-awareness. The
audience is in on the joke, and her gold-digging ways are not
presented kindly.

No matter. A woman named Dorothy Dignam headed up the N.W.
Ayer publicity department, and she wasn’t going to let an opportunity
like this pass her by.

“There were still too many dips in the diamond market, too many
postwar economic ups and downs, to let a home run like ‘Gentlemen
Prefer Blondes’ go unheralded,” writes Bergstein. “She bombarded
her [Hollywood] contacts with this new rallying cry: Diamonds are a
girl's best friend. The song, along with Gerety’s successful tagline
‘Diamonds are forever,” provided two definitive pop-culture
statements about the role jewels should play in people’s lives.”

By the time the movie version of “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” was
released in 1953 starring Marilyn Monroe as Lorelei, the message
seemed to have sunk in: Gone was the tongue-in-cheek delivery of
“Diamonds are a Girl's Best Friend;” the song was now sung in
earnest by a

gorgeous
Monroe,
resplendent in
hot pink. As
Bergstein
points out,
“[Monroe]
made Lorelei
look SO

glamorous that
even the most
prudent

woman in the
audience was

apt to forget 3
Phe;fal,gm':‘r;,d_lf Isa Miranda and George Brent in 1940’s
or, perhaps, “Adventures in Diamonds,” which was originally
her tltled_ _“Diamonc_ls are Dang_erous,” but movie
increasingly publicist and diamond lobbyist Maggie Ettinger
anxious convinced the Paramount Studios to change the
husband name. Photo: Getty Images

feeling his wife’s pulse rise — was both inclined to shop after watching
the film, the song let them know exactly where to go:
‘Tiffany’s!/Cartier!/Black, Starr, Frost, Gorham!/Talk to me, Harry
Winston/Tell me all about it!"”

Hollywood of the late 1930s was a sunny counterpart to New York, a
place where “all money was new money, all blondes seemed young
and beautiful and palm trees defined the skyline.”

If diamonds were going to be branded as a must-have piece of
modern glamour, there was no better place to do it than this new
capital to American wealth, excess and entertainment.

N.W. Ayer decided to expand its scope and reached out to Maggie
Ettinger, a movie publicist with a Rolodex full of connections and a
cousin, Louella O. Parsons, who worked as a gossip columnist. Ayer
and De Beers started paying Ettinger $425 a month (about $6,800
today) to act as a sort of diamond lobbyist in Hollywood.

Basically, if there was an opportunity for diamonds to appear in a
movie, she made it happen.

“This meant anything from convincing producers to add diamond
sequences to films — a scene in which a man gives his darling a
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sparkling necklace, for instance — to making sure the stars wore
gemstones in their publicity shots,” writes Bergstein.

Soon too began the rise of engagement-ring obsession in gossip
columns; conveniently enough, Parsons began paying attention to the
rocks of newly engaged starlets. These frequent mentions might not
seem significant, but through repetition they helped cement the idea
of the diamond engagement ring in the mind of the public. It also
helped to link diamonds with celebrities, making them glamorous and
desirable.

This new focus on celebrities and their styles represented a big shift
in how famous people were covered in newspapers and magazines.
“At the turn of the century, the style-makers were socialites,” says
Bergstein. “But socialites didn't have publicists. Actresses were
beautiful and had platforms a socialite never had, especially given the
old mandate about a woman only appearing three times in the
newspaper: Birth, marriage and death. Studios were invested in
keeping their names in the papers and giving off an aspirational
lifestyle.”

Ettinger's biggest p.r. coup involved a film in production called
“Diamonds are Dangerous” in which an Air Force captain travels to
South Africa and is captivated by a charming jewel thief. Obviously,
such a title represented
diamonds in a negative
light. Ettinger managed
to convince the
executives at Paramount
to change the name to
the far more positive
“Adventure in
Diamonds.”

Meanwhile, back in New
York, Dignam’s efforts
continued unabated.
“She took an out-of-the-
box approach,
pioneering the sort of
product placement we'’d
see everywhere going
forward,” says Bergstein.

“There was a lot of

outreach to famous .

women asking about |A 1959 article featured celebrities talking
rings, and then she |abouttheir engagement rings, with Jayne
would send press |Mansfield gushing that her diamond ring
releases. She'd spend |was ‘the most beautiful surprise | have
hours researching |ever had in my life.” Photo: Getty Images

details about historical
diamonds and then give pamphlets to jewelers so they could ‘educate’
the public.”

One of Dignam'’s big placements was an article called “The Day | Got
My Diamond,” which appeared in the April 1959 issue of Motion
Picture magazine, featuring vignettes of female celebrities talking
about their engagement ring. Jayne Mansfield gushed about her
special day: “He took the third finger of my left hand, kissed it and
slowly slipped on a ring. It seemed to be a plain platinum band. But
as | turned around, the most beautiful surprise | have ever had in my
life was before me. A stone that sparkled and glittered. It was the
biggest diamond | had ever seen. .. Mickey [Hargitay], my husband,
gave me that diamond with his love. Our home is not completely
furnished. But in the candlelight that Mickey and | often use to light
our small dining table, the ring reflects on the walls and all around the
room, to bring more light into our happy home.”

In other words, mission accomplished for Dignam, who, along with
and Gerety, remained unmarried, devoting themselves to successful
careers selling marital romance to young women. (When Dignam
celebrated her 25th anniversary at Ayer, her colleagues presented her
not with a diamond, but with an 8!/, -pound Swiss-made portable
Hermes typewriter.)

July 2016 Page 3



When Marilyn Monroe married Joe DiMaggio in 1954, he presented
her with an eternity ring consisting of 36 baguette diamonds. But that
was nothing compared to the splash when news broke that Grace
Kelly was engaged to Rainier lll, prince of Monaco. The society girl-
turned-movie star marrying actual royalty created a perfect storm of
wedding-mania. Despite being a royal, though, Prince Rainier would
soon be schooled in the ways of diamonds.

When he proposed to Grace Kelly on New Year’s Eve in 1955, Rainier
presented her with a ruby-and-diamond ring from Cartier. Kelly spent
January on the press circuit, happily displaying the ring from Cartier
— but then in February, she suddenly appeared wearing another one.
The new ring, also by Cartier, was a whopping 10.47-carat emerald-
cut solitaire mounted in platinum, with smaller baguettes on either
side. The Washington Post followed suit with an article called “Grace

T ST T :1 == Has Two
: \ Rings,”
explaining,

that the prince
had “replaced”
his fiancée’s
ring with the
new ring. (The
fact that the
original  ring
hadn’t been
lost was not
- | mentioned.)
e Eventually,
Joe DiMaggio gave Marilyn Monroe an eternity ring] the real story
consisting of 36 baguette diamonds after their 1954] got out: While
wedding. Photo: Getty Images traveling in the
United States,
Prince Rainier “couldn’t help but notice the predilection for large,
flashy diamonds” among Kelly’'s famous, well-heeled friends.
“Supposedly, Kelly’'s own parents were more than happy to confirm
his suspicion that, when it came to jewelry, bigger was always better
by American standards.”

The p.r. efforts in Hollywood continued. But when it came to
convincing the public to actually buy the diamonds, an educational
component was introduced in the form of pamphlets and ads. The
people at Ayer had decided that “informing Americans about the
product was as important, if not more important than, tantalizing
them.”

That's where a widowed single mother named Gladys B. Hannaford
came in. Quick on her feet and great with audiences, Hannaford
relished her role as the “Diamond Lady” for N.W. Ayer, traveling all
over the country and relying on her background in community theater
to give lectures like “The Romance of Diamonds” at churches, clubs,
high schools and universities. In the summer of 1952, she appeared
on a radio ‘
show in the
Midwest with a
live audience
and a Q&A
format.  “Are
diamonds a
good
investment?”
she was
asked.

‘Is a diamond
a good
investment?’
she asked the
interviewer
back. ‘Let me
ask you where else a young man can invest, say, two hundred dollars
and get a woman to cook for him, do his laundry, sew his buttons, be

CHRISTIE'S

ESTIMAYE: $30,000- 50,000

/

Grace Kelly’s parents (seated far left and right)
convinced Prince Rainier to buy a large diamond
ring for their daughter. Photo: AP
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a constant companion to him, and raise a family for him? Where else,
but in a diamond engagement or wedding ring?’”

All these collective efforts paid off: By 1960, two decades after N.W.
Ayer was first hired to change the public perception of diamonds, the
agency commissioned a study to determine how effective the
campaign had been.

The study findings were overwhelming: A full 80 percent of brides had
received diamond engagement rings in 1959, and the carat weight of
the stones seemed to be increasing. A diamond, it turned out, was
forever — and a good ad agency was priceless.
http://nypost.com/2016/06/11/two-spinsters-a-single-mom-and-
hollywood-conned-america-into-buying-diamonds/

++++++++++

12 Most Expensive Gemstones in the World

By Trevor Nace
| cover geology, earth science, and natural disasters. Opinions
expressed by Forbes Contributors are their own.

There are over 4,000 minerals on earth, many of which we will never
see in real life. Bizarre mineral assemblages and trace impurities have
caused some of the world’s rarest gemstones. Some you likely have
heard of and others will undoubtedly leave you searching Google for
more information. With the list below, we will cover a short list of
incredible gemstones, a bit about their origin and mineralogy.

As a quick background, minerals can be classified as gemstones
based on their chemical composition, refraction, crystal structure, and
optical characteristics. The classification and degree of imperfections
in a mineral or gemstone can determine value and associated rarity.

| adore wearing gems, but not because they are mine. You can’t
possess radiance, you can only admire it. — Elizabeth Taylor

12. Jeremejevite — $2,000 per carat

Jeremejevite (Credit: Gem Rock Auctions)
Jeremejevite (AlsBsO1s(F,OH)s) is an aluminum bearing borate
mineral with associated fluoride and hydroxide. It was first found in
the Adun-Chilon Mountains in Siberia in 1883. This gem has a similar
hardness as quartz, 6.5 to 7.5 on the Mohs scale, and therefore is
ideal for jewelry making.

11. Fire Opal — $2,300 per carat

Black Opal (Credit: Bonhams Ltd)
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Fire Opal (SiO2:nHz0) is actually not technically a mineral but instead noted in the elemental composition, Musgravite is an aluminum oxide
is a mineraloid. The reason being opal does not have a crystal with variable proportions of magnesium, iron, and zinc.

structure that is required for all minerals. As noted in the chemical

formula, opal is a hydrated form of silica or silicon dioxide. Opals can 7. Red Beryl
form in a variety of different colors depending on the environmental
conditions during formation. The mineralogy of opal allows it to diffract
light, causing it to shimmer various colors.

— $10,000 per carat
*

10. Poudretteite — $3,000 per carat

Red Beryl (Credit: therichest.com)

Red Beryl (BesAl:SisO18) is a mineral composed of beryllium,

Poudretteite (Credit: Smithsonian Gem Collection) aluminum, and silicate. In nature, pure beryl is colorless but acquires

Poudretteite (KNa2B3Si12030) was originally discovered in Mont St. it's coloration from trace amounts of additional elements. Red Beryl is

Hilaire Quebec, Canada in the 1960s by the Poudrette family. The found in mineralized rhyolite tuffs in Thomas Range, Utah. This gem

gem is naturally pink in color and has a Mohs hardness of 5. It wasn’t can garner up to $10,000 per carat and are rarely found above 2-3

until 2000 until the first gem quality poudretteite was found in Mogok, carats.

Burma at an amazing 9.41 carats (pictured above).
6. Alexandrite — $12,000 per carat

9. Benitoite — $4,000 per carat s

Alexandrite (Credit: daysjewelers.com)

Benitoite (Credit: jtv.com) Alexandrite (BeAl204) is a type of chrysoberyl that was found in the
Benitoite (BaTiSisOy) is a bright blue gemstone made up of barium, Ural Mountains, Russia in the 1830's. You may have seen the
titanium, and silica. Benitoite is formed during the late stage cooling incredible changing color of this mineral where it appears to be
of a hydrothermally altered serpentinite. This rare gemstone is found emerald in light and ruby red in darkness. The difference between
in San Benito County, California where it got its name. Benitoite will alexandrite and chrysoberyl is the presence of iron, titanium, and
give off strong fluorescence and shines a bright blue color. chromium as impurities within alexandrite.

8. Musgravite — $6,000 per carat 5. Diamond — $15,000 per carat

it: Multicolour.com)
Musgravite (Be(Mg, Fe, Zn)2AlsO12) was originally discovered in 1967
in Musgrave Ranges, Australia. This very rare and hard gemstone is
in the same family as taafeite that appears later in this article. As Diamond (Credit: Dreamatico)

The Opal Express The American Opal Society July 2016 Page 5



Diamond (C) is one we’ve all heard of and is the centerpiece of most
engagement rings. As noted in the chemical composition, diamonds
are pure carbon arranged in a diamond lattice, which accounts for it's
incredible strength and durability. Diamonds are found in cooled
kimberlites that formed over the course of 1 to 3 hillion years.

4. Serendibite — $18,000 per carat

Serendibite (Credit: Sociofab.com)

Serendibite ((Ca,Na)2(Mg,Fe?*)s(Al,Fe3*)3[02|(Si,Al,B)sO1s]) is an
extremely rare gemstone and mineral discovered originally in Sri
Lanka in 1902. This inosilicate has a complex chemical formula with
many side branches of calcium, boron, aluminum, magnesium, etc.
Serendibite was recently discovered in the Mogok area of Myanmar.

3. Grandidierite — $20,000 per carat

Grandidierite (Credit: The Gem Trader)

Grandidierite ((Mg,Fe?*)Al3(BOz)(Si04)Oz) is a very rare gem that can
fetch up to $20,000 per carat and was first discovered in Madagascar
in 1902. It is commonly found as an accessory mineral on aluminous
boron rich rocks with a pearly semitransparent bluish green hue.

2. Taaffeite — $35,000 per carat

Taaffeite (Credit: Multicolour.com)

Taafeite (BeMgAl4Os) is a very rare mineral and often misidentified as
spinel. Surprisingly, the gemstone was first discovered already cut
and polished in Dublin, Ireland in 1945. At the time the gemstone was
mislabelled as spinel and upon further inspection, it was determined
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that the mineral was actually a new unidentified gem. The primary
difference between spinel and taafeite is the double refraction found
in the later. The gem is found in alluvial deposits within Sri Lanka and
Tanzania.

1. Red Diamond - $1,000,000 per carat

Red Diamonds (abcnews.com)
Above we featured the diamond as one of the most expensive
gemstones, and coming in at number 1 with a price tag of over $1
million per carat is the red diamond. There are less than 30 red
diamonds found around the world, with most of them being less than
half a carat. You may assume that the red color comes from an
impurity, but it is actually derived from plastic deformation of the
crystal lattice. The famous 5.11ct Moussaieff Red Diamond was
acquired in 2011 for $8 million and is the largest red diamond
discovered in the world.

Trevor Nace is a geologist, Forbes contributor, and adventurer. Follow
him on Twitter @trevornace

From  http://www.forbes.com/sites/trevornace/2015/11/02/12-most-
expensive-gemstones-world/#67f63d695342

+++++++++H+
The following are the final chapters of the book From Rags to
Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters were published
in the Opal Express from July 2011 through Nov. 2013. The
Editor

From Rags to Riches

Chapter 58 - The Confession

| drove like a lunatic to the Hospital, and grabbed a Nurse and
explained what | knew and she grabbed a medical bag and shoved
more bandages in gave instructions to the night nurse which was
gong of duty to wait here till she returns, in the meantime contact the
flying doctor to put them on standby we might need a transfer of a
male patient to Port Augusta for surgery. The night nurse nodded and
Vera Sullivan was the Nurses name which is going with me.

As we drove to the claim she asked me what happened, | told her all
| know is | heard the cries for help and | stopped and looked and went
to get you.

When we got there Peppy and Anna were there and Peppy lowered
a new and heavier rope down, he saw me and the nurse and said to
me,” | told you | get him, the Nurse looked perplexed and said what’s
going on, Peppy said “I caught a thieve who has been stealing opal
from my claim for the last couple of weeks, | set a trap and it worked.”
She said,” let me talk to him”, She got to the shaft on her hands and
knees and shouted down” Can you hear me, what is your name”,
“Will” the faint voice came back, The nurse continued,” Will we get a
rope down to you, tie it around your chest and we pull you up.” He
stammered a faint “Ok,” Peppy pulled up the other rope and it was all
covered in blood and | could see the razor blades, the Nurse looked
it and said “Oh my God what’s going on here.” | lowered the other
rope down and shouted,” Will when you ready tug on it and we hoist
you up,” | tied the rope to the wind lass carbine, and wound it till | had
tension, | waited for the tug which was not long and Peppy and |
started winching, slowly the Will's head appeared and we stopped,
Peppy and | we grabbed him under the arms and Vera untied the rope
and we lifted him out of the shaft.
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He sure was a mess, the left heel of his boot was blown to pieces and
his heel was a total mass of flesh and blood still seeping from it, both
his hands having several deep cuts from where he grabbed the rope
with the razor blades, they both needed stitching up.

Peppy looked at him with the utmost disgust | seen in any man’s face.
I am sure if we would not be here he would have killed him.

Peppy was going to start on him; | intervened and said Peppy not
now.

Vera was busy cleaning the wounds with alcohol and trying to
bandage them, she said we must get him back to the hospital so we
can send him to Port Augusta for Surgery of his heel, She said | have
to make a report to the Police about this.

What Peppy did last night when he picked up the rope from the claim
was, he untwisted the rope and inserted 20 razor blades 6 inches
apart only the sharp edges were protruding and anyone grabbing it
will cut himself severely and he shortened the rope so you had to jump
down, he then put 30 of six inch nails through a one inch board and
put detonators on top of the pointed tips of the nails, he covered the
board with dirt, so anyone dropping or jumping down will jump on top
of the detonators which results in a explosion and damage whatever
it was that hit the detonators.

That what happened to Will, one thing is clear he got caught red
handed in ratting, he cannot deny this. In reference of the damage to
Will, this is something to be decided by the authorities if any charges
to laid against Peppy or not, for grievous bodily harm , as he was
protecting his property, and he did not physical touch Will, and he did
not tell Will to jump down his shaft, we shall see what's happening.
Vera was working on putting tourniquet on Wills leg to stop the
bleeding as he has lost quite a bit of blood down at the shaft. Once
she has him cleaned up and bandaged, she said let’s get him back to
the Hospital so | can get the Flying doctor on the Radio to take Will to
Port Augusta.

We carried him to the VW and laid the Passenger seat back an put
him in, Vera got in behind me and we drove back to the Hospital, By
now it was already 8 am and some activity has started in town.

We got there and Vera got out and organized a gurney for Will, we
put him on and pushed him in to the hospital. The night nurse was still
there and Vera said to her | need you for a little while longer, she
nodded and Vera got on to the Radio and called the Flying Doctor
Service which acknowledged and will be in Andamooka by 10am. She
also contacted the Hospital in Port Augusta and advised them of the
Patient which is coming down with the Flying Doctor.

Then she came to see me and said she does not need me anymore
she can manage from here on and thanked me for all my help.

| said | like to see Will for a few minutes, she said go in.

I went in and he was on the gurney looking at me, Vera came in and
administered a Morphine Injection for Pain Killer. She then got in her
car and drove off.

| started talking to Will,” How come you are alone and not more of you
for a look out etc.” He replied “we watched the claim for some time
and there was never any activity in the middle of the night so we
decided it only takes one to rob the claim, | got away a few times.” |
said “You mentioned “We”, how many are there and where are they?”
He said “l know it's over and | am going to Jail, so | might as well clear
the slate, there are three of us Tony Milneck, Alf Sutton, and William
Turner that’'s me. We came from Coober Pedy a few weeks ago; we
tried the same over there, but no luck, | heard this polish guy talking
to someone a while back about traces etc. So we followed him and
watched to see his habits and how many people were working with
him. When we saw he was only working with his wife we decided to
work his shaft. “| said “where the other guys,” they watching a guy on
Boundary rider he is a big fellow and he is working alone driving in the
side of a cut and he has also some good salable traces.” he replied. |
asked “what car have you got”, “We have an old Land Rover which
Tony drives.” | said to him “You know | am going to see the Rangers
or Police and get your mates stopped before there is any killing going
on.” This large fellow has he got blond hair and he is about 6 foot 8
inches or so” He said “yes and he wears a horrible grey jumper with
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lots of holes.” | replied, “If he catches your mates they are dead, they
dealing with Frank the Swede, ask anyone about his temper.” Anyhow
we shall see what'’s crystallizing, | will be at your hearing, you can bet
on that.

| left and drove home, Chris was waiting to find out what’s going on.

| told her everything and she said “don’t get involved,” | said to late |
got involved as soon as | went and got the Nurse.

| am going to see Peppy, and find out what his intentions are.

When | got to the claim he was gone | went to Dutton Village and Anna
told me with tears in her eyes that he has gone to see the Police, |
said to her “don’t worry, he will be ok.” | drove down to the Rangers
Station and | saw Peppy walking, | stopped and offered him a lift. |
said nothing | gave him the opportunity to talk. He looked at me and
just said, “I do not feel guilty he deserved everything he got, he is
lucky that | was not alone with him” | going to tell the Police exactly
what | have done and | will accept the consequences”.

We arrived at the Station and Roger one of the Rangers were there
and he recognized me and we shook hands, and asked what he can
do for me. | told him for me nothing but maybe for Peppy here.

He said to Peppy, are you the guy who caught the Ratter who is at
the hospital at the moment, “Peppy replied “l am, and | tell you what
happened right from the beginning.” Roger said “do you want to make
a statement?” Peppy said “Yes | do,” Roger grabbed a Pad and
started writing. Peppy told him from the very first day he noticed
someone robbed his claim, which he reported to the police and the
mines warden, right up to the event of today.

Roger said, “Terry is at the Hospital right now interviewing Will, we
had a visit from Vera she told us what she knew.” “We did ask Vera
to keep it quiet as we do not want to scare off the other two fellows.
Peppy said, “The man is badly hurt what will happen to me.” Roger
said, | don’t think there will be any criminal charge against you, you
did not touch him and you can do on your property whatever you want
and erect traps there was also no need for you to put up warning signs
as it is not a public thoroughfare, so whatever happened he brought
on to him due to his criminal activity, first he trespassed, secondly he
stole your property, he will be charged with claim jumping, claim
robbery, trespassing, and whatever other law classification there is
which he ignored.” | mentioned to Roger that Will more less confessed
to me, and he gave up his accomplices.

"Once we have the other fellows in custody, then we have further
investigations and see if there was any other criminal activity by these
guys.” “In the meantime sign this statement and go home to your wife
and calm her down.” “If you need me for anything you know | am next
to Doug Johnson'’s place, just below the hospital” | said to Roger, We
shook hands and | said to Peppy “I take you home”.

After | dropped Peppy, | went home and everyone was waiting for me
to get the latest Info. | told them of all the events and swore them to
secrecy till the other blokes are in custody. They agreed and | said I
am bloody hungry | have been up since 4 am and have not stopped,
just as | was sitting down | heard the engines of the plane from the
Flying Doctor, | commented “here goes Will to Port Augusta.” Chris
made me some scrambled eggs and a nice coffee, Beatrix came
hugged me and said “you not in trouble are you Daddy” “No Darling
there is a man who was taking the opal out of another man’s mine,
and the Police got him now,” “Well there is never a dull moment, you
know when | think in the last few month there were more criminal and
disaster activity then | have experienced in all these years | was in
Sydney.” “First we had the White Abo bashing in the head of his
aboriginal woman, then we had Maryanne shooting Blue, then we had
the Plain Crash now we had Ratters and blood revenge, | wonder
what next.” It turned out to be a quiet Sunday, and it was hot like hell,
we decided to go to the White Dam for a Picnic and Swim. Everyone
was in favor.

Chris made Sandwiches from the roast we had left from Christmas
dinner, and we picked up some soft drink, we all had a great time and
we forgot all about the trouble which surrounds us.

While Chris was occupied with Beatrix trying to catch some Yabbies’
| talked with Johnny of our forthcoming activity, which entails me part
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time butchering and he full time mining etc. He suddenly said, “by the
way you did a bloody great job with the toilet looks good and feels
even better”. Thanks | said, “I shall enjoy it tonight, everyone else has
so far.” When the Sun was setting and the temperature dropped some
we decided we go home, we packed up and left for home.

Arriving at home we all had a shower one after another and we settled
down to a game of canasta, which we had not played for quite some
time, and strangely enough Johnny know how to play it, he told us he
played it with his mum a lot. Beatrix was busy with her presents from
Johnny. So we had a great night at home with the generator running
and a fan blowing at us.

The next day were roaring to get going, after a hearty breakfast
Johnny got the Ute checked that everything was on it and off he went.
| got ready for the shop and drove down to the Co-Op. As | arrived
there was at the petrol bowser the Land rover from then Rangers,
Roger came out and he saw me parking my car he came over and
said they caught both fellows last night at 2pm at Franks Claim. He
said they were staking them out, and waited and it paid off. They got
them in the Lockup and taking them to Port Augusta today.

| said “this is good news maybe we get some peace and quiet and
can continue with our life and dream.” Yes he said there was quite
some activity here on the field lately; | replied “I said the same to Chris
last night. Let’s hope it’s all over.” He put his finger to the bream of his
Acubra and got into the Land rover and drove off.

August 2016 Gem & Mineral Shows

More shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowsState=ALL

29-31—SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem
Faire Inc, Earl Warren Showgrounds; 3400 Calle Real; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 10-5; Admission $7 weekend pass, Children 11 and under free; Fine
jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold
& silver, pearls, minerals, fossils & much more at manufacturer's prices.
Exhibitors from around the world will be on site. Jewelry repair & cleaning while
you shop. Free hourly door prizes.; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-
mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com

August 2016

jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold
& silver, pearls, minerals, fossils & much more at manufacturer’s prices.
Exhibitors from around the world will be on site. Jewelry repair & cleaning while
you shop. Free hourly door prizes. ; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-
mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com

6-7—WALNUT CREEK, CALIFORNIA: Show and sale; Pacific Crystal Guild,
Civic Park Community Center; 1375 Civic Drive, at Broadway; Sat. 10 am-6
pm, Sun. 10 am-4 pm; Adults $10, Children 12 and under are free; Get ready
for the August 6-7; contact Jerry Tomlinson, PO Box 1371, Sausalito, CA
94966, (415) 383-7837; e-mail: jerry@crystalfair.com; Web site:
www.crystalfair.com

12-14—SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, Scottish Rite Center; 6151 H St; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5;
Admisssion $7 weekend pass, Children 11 and under free; Fine jewelry,
precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver,
pearls, minerals, fossils & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from
around the world will be on site. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free
hourly door prizes. contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail:
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com

13-14—SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: Show and sale; San Francisco
Gem & Mineral Society, San Francisco County Fair Building; 9th Ave & Lincoln
Way, Golden Gate Park; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Adults $10, Seniors $8,
Students $8, Children under 12 free; 62nd Annual Golden Gateway to Gems
Show & Sale, "Fiesta of Gems & Minerals." Featuring demonstrations, kids'
activities, mineral and gem identification. Convenient transit access and
parking garage nearby.; contact Ellen Nott, 4134 Judah Street, San Francisco,
CA 94122, (415)-564-4230; e-mail: ellen_nott@yahoo.com; Web site:
www.sfgemshow.org, www.sfgms.org

19-21—SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, Scottish Rite Center; 1895 Camino del Rio S; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun.
10-5; Admission $7 weekend pass, Children 11 and under free; Fine jewelry,
precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver,
pearls, minerals, fossils & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from
around the world will be on site. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free
hourly door prizes. ; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail:
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com

26-28—COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, OC Fair & Event Center; 88 Fair Dr; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5;
Admission $7 weekend pass, Children 11 and under free; Fine jewelry,
precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver,
pearls, minerals, fossils & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from
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Custom Creative Gem Cutting

Stan M. McCall
Lapidary and Jewelry Artist
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs
Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones
(714) 220-9282
6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/

custom-creative @earthlink.net
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available

TIKKA OPALS

E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com
phone: +61-7-55469324
mobile: +61-417-421205

Advertise in this Space!
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month

Half Page Size: $20 per month

Full Page Size: $40 per month

Contact:
The Opal Express C/O
Jim Pisani
P.O. Box 4875
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org

5-7—PLEASANTON, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, Alameda County Fairgrounds; 4501 Pleasanton Ave; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 10-5; Admission $7 weekend pass, Children 11 and under free; Fine
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around the world will be on site. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free
hourly door prizes. ; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail:
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) ﬁmgUNT
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $30

SELECTONE | New MEMBERS $40

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE_(Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at

http://opalsociety.org/aos application by web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account
is membership@opalsociety.org.

NAME

BUSINESS NAME < NAME BADGE ORDER FORM:
YOU WISH IT TO APPEAR ON

CITY STATE YOUR BADGE using up to two
(2) lines of text for your name,

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) nickname, or name of your opal
related business.

PHONE - Home PHONE - Business FAX

¢ ) ¢ ) «C )

E-MAIL

WEBSITE

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information
above, please note that on the application.

O Address O Phone O E-mail O website

Please sign here: Date

The Opal Express is published monthly by Are Your Dues Due Now?
The American Opal Society. PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL.
Copyright 2016. Al rights reserved. , There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise Il membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are
_Resgrvec_l. . overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue.
Editor-Jim Pisani A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note,

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received
The Opal Express C/O you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is

Jim Pisani your responsibility to assure your dues are current.
P.O. Box 4875 Thank you,

Garde_n Gr_ove, CA 92842-4875 The Editor
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express Volume #49 Issue #7

American Opal Society
P.O. Box 4875 JU|y 2016
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
. TO:
July 27" General Meeting
— GENERAL MEETINGS —
4th Wednesday of the Month
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM
Garden Grove Masonic Lodge
11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840
MEETING ACTIVITIES
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers,
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities
July 27
Pete Goetz on Cutting
Lightning Ridge Black Opal
Katella Ave
(65}
~
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o
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ik :
c 2 w
5
\m\ Acacip Parkway

Garden Grove Bl d1

Garden Grove Masonic
22 Freeway Lodge

11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840

Some Topics In This Issue: The American Opal Society

e Americaconned into Buying Diamonds

e 12 Most Expensive Gemstones Website: http://OpalSociety.org

e From Rags to Riches:

Chapter 58 - The Confession Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety

Pete Goetz President (714) 530-3530 email: mpgl1022@aol.com
Russ Madsen Treasurer (562) 884-2254 email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net
Jim Pisani Editor & Webmaster (714) 815-4638 email: editor@opalsociety.org
Veronica Purpura Show Chairman (714) 974-3982 email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com
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