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President’s Message

O~NOBRNNNN P

By Pete Goetz
Top of the day to you mates!
We have a lot to talk about so let’s get started.
OPAL SHOW First and most importantly your Opal Society’s 49th
Annual Opal Gem and Jewelry Show Nov 5th & 6"was a fantastic
event. This year's venue the Anaheim Business Expo Center,
provided 11,000 square feet of show dealers, demonstrators, an
award winning food truck, great drawing with many valuable prizes
featuring the $1,300.00 value Grand Prize custom design jewelry
piece by Opal Society vice president and highly skilled jeweler and
gem cutter Stan McCall. The Grand Prize this year was a 14k gold
pendant with diamonds and a faceted Mexican fire opal.
We had close to 100 dealer tables featuring opal, opal rough, many
other gemstones, beautiful jewelry, beads, books, supplies, mineral
microphotography, informative gemstone identification by Lothar
Vallot, head of the gemology department at Santiago Canyon College
(did you bring that ring from your grandmother and find out what type
of stone you have?). Demonstrations included faceting, advanced
wire wrapping, scrimshaw, gemstone carving, inlay & silversmithing,
gold panning and information about the Cal State Fullerton Geology
club who had another great display of fossils and minerals.

THANK YOU’S Many thanks to Show Chair, Veronica Purpura, for
her fantastic work arranging this event. Through her efforts the ducks
were all lined up and ready to go. Big thanks also to Veronica’'s dad,
Bill, for helping with show wiring. Ditto Jim Pisani who quickly took
care of the one electrical wiring issue on the floor. We also want to
thank Jim Pisani and Kathy James for their preparations of our
newsletter, website and Facebook page. If you haven’t checked out
the AOS website and Facebook, go and LIKE what you see!!! Myself
and Russ Madsen have been taking care of a lot of loose ends and
filing in on a variety of show-related preparations. LaVerne
Christiansen, Jamie Cassidy-Curtis, Mike Christianson, Harold
Umberson and Jim and Karen Lambert all pitched in at the front desk.
Thanks you guys!

Members at the general meetings have pitched in with a lot of help
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too. Thanks to you all for setting the stage for the biggest and best,
the 49th annual Opal Show.

DONATION SHOW SUPPORT In September we asked for additional
support and | am thrilled to let you know the total to date is $1,250 in
dedicated funds. Many, many thanks to those who have sent in
donations, you know who you are and we appreciate you!!! We are
still looking for additional funds and help is important in this area. If
you haven't given, please dig deep. The funding goal of $3,500 is a
high mark. Let’s reach it! Yes, contributions will help after the show
and yes, yes AOS is a 501c3 tax deductible charity. Thank you!

MISS ANAHEIM FALL FESTIVAL We had a new feature at the show
this year. Miss Anaheim Fall Festival and her ambassadors (members
of her court) were on hand both Saturday and Sunday to help with the
show. They helped with admission, selling drawing tickets and
probably their best contribution - these poised and charming young
ladies modeled jewelry items being offered by dealers on the show
floor. http://www.anaheimfallfestival.org/miss-anaheim-fall-festival/

SHOW DEMONSTRATORS We want to extend a special thanks to
our team of demonstrators organized by John Robinson. Thanks
John! Demonstrations this year included gem stone carving by
Sammy Floridia, scrimshaw by Sandy True, advanced wire wrapping
techniques by Paula Purpura, inlay and silversmithing by Skip Shailer,
and gemstone faceting by John Robinson, Bill Hayes and Art
Ravenscroft.

Other AOS news and tidbits The weekend after the Opal Show,
several members of the AOS helped the Anaheim Arts Council at their
booth in the Art Crawl, the city of Anaheim’s quarterly art and craft
event on Anaheim’s Center Street Promenade. Dozens of vendors
completely fill the promenade directly across the street west of
Anaheim City Hall. There are arts and crafts for sale, food booths, live
band and Free Parking in the structure north of the promenade. We
have a lot of fun at this quarterly event and the display of jewelry and
cut stones which Stan and Kathy put on will make your heart beat
faster! Beautiful!! We share the booth with Miss Anaheim Fall Festival
and her court so plan to stop by and say hello again to the young
ladies you met at the Opal Show. Next event is in February 2017. Date
TBA http://www.downtownanaheim.com/artcrawlexperience

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK Our December meeting will be the annual
Christmas Potluck. AOS will provide meat and sodas, all youse please
bring sides, veggies, salad, deserts, potatoes, rolls, cranberry sauce
etc. This year we are going to also do a White Elephant gift exchange.
Each participant brings “something” in the nature of a wrapped gift.
Gift budget $20.00 to $25.00. It can be anything and everything. Got
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Mexican Opal Pendant
Grand Prize by Stan McCall

a jar of rough you have decided is not your friend? Got a beautiful
painting that just doesn’t match your new paint color scheme? A parlor
game? Christmas ornaments? Italian designer Parmesan cheese
grater? You know the rules, we will draw straws for who chooses then
each gift can be stolen twice. After a second steal that gift is frozen.
We might have some door prizes too!

Christmas party potluck will be 7pm Wednesday Dec 28th. (Same bat
time, same bat place as our general meetings).

Thank you!

Pete, AOS President
e o e o
Members Only Website Password
Name: “member®; Password: “opalholic”.
+++++++
Christmas Party Potluck this Dec. 28th
Announcing the Annual Christmas Potluck Party at the
Clubhouse!!l  Main courses of Turkey and Ham will be
provided free compliments of the AOS; Please bring a side
dish, dessert, or drink! Check with Pete Goetz as to what
people are bringing. Also, if you want to participate, bring a gift
under $20 for a gift exchange.
+++++++++H+ -+
Important General Meeting Information
The next General meeting will be Wednesday, Dec. 28, 2016.
The General Meetings will now be held on:

The Fourth (4") Wednesday of the Month
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The new location is:

Garden Grove Masonic Center

11270 Acacia Parkway

Garden Grove, CA 92840
++++++++++
The Mysterious Sunken Treasure of the Salton
Sea

By Brent Swancer
Located in the barren, sun scorched desert of southern California is
an enigmatic and somewhat unearthly sight; a lake sprawled out
amidst the parched, baked earth, ringed by wind blasted ghost towns
and with beaches of crushed fish bones rather than sand. This is the
Salton Sea, a shallow, saline lake that lies along the San Andreas
Fault in the lowest elevations of the Salton Basin in California’s
Colorado Desert, at an elevation of 228 feet below sea level, just 5
feet higher than Death Valley. The lake is huge. It covers 362 square
miles, is 35 miles by 15 miles in size, with an average depth of 29.9
feet, a maximum depth of 52 feet, and contains approximately 7.3
million acre feet of water that is 30% saltier than the Pacific Ocean.
As impressive a sight as this immense oasis within the desert is, the
Salton Sea is not a natural feature of this dry wasteland, and should
in fact never have existed. The sea was created by accident between
the years of 1905 and 1907, when shoddily built irrigation canals
allowed the Colorado River to burst forth into the desert. For two
years, the entire flow of the river filled the basin unabated, inundating
crops and submerging whole towns. Repair efforts were impeded by
financial problems and political infighting as the water surged
unchecked into the region. The relentless influx of water was finally
staunched when levees were made comprised of boulders dumped
within one of the larger breaches. By that time, the sea had covered
nearly 400 square miles and was the largest body of water in the
entire state of California.

The Salton Sea

At first it was thought that the sea would eventually evaporate in the
parched, desert landscape, just as had happened with other ancient
lakes created in the region by flooding of the Colorado River, but the
sea remained unchanged. Agricultural runoff from the nearby,
prosperous farming areas of Imperial Valley fed the sea, preventing it
from drying up and allowing it to maintain its massive size. The newly
formed lake was named the Salton Sea.

Over the years, the Salton Sea would see various types of
development along its shores. The Navy opened a test base here in
the 1940s, which served as a seaplane operations facility during
World War IlI. It was here that planes, including the infamous Enola
Gay, dropped dummy bombs in preparation for their fateful Hiroshima
run. Another military base called Camp Dunlop was also in operation
here during WWII as a desert training center for the army. In the
1950s, The California Department of Fish and Game began efforts to
stock the sea with fish. Thousands of fish captured in the Gulf of
California were released into the sea and many species thrived in the
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salty water. As a result, the sea became an important fishery, and
fishermen flocked here to build fishing communities. Migratory birds
also flocked here and it became a major stop over point for millions of
migrating birds.

By the 1960s, developers began to realize the potential of turning this
inland sea, with its year round sunny weather and close vicinity to the
Los Angeles and San Diego metropolitan areas, into a tourist resort.
The nearby resort of Palm Springs was flourishing, so to capitalize on
this, luxurious resorts, yacht marinas, housing developments, and golf
courses sprang up along the sea, and the area was marketed as
“Palm Springs on a beach.” During this time, the Salton Sea became
a bustling resort town with thousands of visitors every year, and it was
a paradise for swimmers, boaters, and fishermen. Thousands of plots
for homes were sold, yet as time went on the sea’s popularity waned
as it was too hot and was starting to be pervaded by the smell of the
dead fish that were appearing as a result of increasing salinity levels,
as well as of the stink of heat-baked algae that fed on the fertilizers
dumped into the lake from the nearby Imperial Valley agricultural
region. In addition, with no natural inlets or outlets, the chemical levels
from the constant agricultural drainage was making the waters of the
sea murkier and murkier, changing the once blue waters into a muddy
mess with an overpowering, unpleasant stench.

In 1977, the coup de grace of earnest development of the area came
in the form of Tropical Storm Doreen, which raged through the
Imperial Valley and caused widespread flooding. Many of the thriving
settlements and resort areas that had taken hold along the Salton
Sea’s shore were badly flooded and in some cases totally submerged.
While some communities stuck through it all, many were abandoned
and left to rot in the fly infested, smelly muck. The 80s and 90s saw
several mass die offs of fish and birds that littered the shores with
their rotting carcasses and overwhelmed cleanup efforts. In many
places, the beaches are comprised of not sand, but the granulated
bones of countless fish and birds.

As a result of all of this, although the area has been cleaned up in
recent years and is the home of the popular Salton Sea Recreation
Area, the sea still has an eerie, haunted quality to it. The shores in
some places are littered with rotting dead fish and birds, and many of
the abandoned ghost towns of the resorts are still there, as well as
the desolate concrete ruins of the military bases from the 1940s,
which loom out of the landscape and mud like the skeletons of some
prehistoric monster. Along the beaches, mired up to their door
handles in sludge, are abandoned cars that are covered in muck and
often used as perches for the many species of bird that come to rest
here. Some of the settlements that still remain are inhabited by misfit
survivalists and those wishing to escape from society, with the towns
taking on an almost Road Warrior-esque atmosphere. Submerged
under water is the lost city of Salton, which was inundated over 100
years ago when the Salton Sea first was created and has turned into
an artificial reef of sorts with fish swimming along streets and through
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buildings where people once lived. The Salton Sea is truly the kind of
place that invites myste

, legend, and myth.

3
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Abandoned ruins along the Salton Sea shore

The sea has often been likened to a sort of Bermuda Triangle of sorts,
a black hole from which planes and boats sometimes never return.
This myth was perpetuated during the years when the area was the
home of military bases during WWII. It was during this time that more
than three dozen men and their planes were lost here, often under
inexplicable circumstances. According to Navy records, four Wildcats,

= two Corsairs, two Hellcats, four patrol planes, two Helldivers and 10
" Avengers were all lost here, crashing into the sea often under clear,

calm conditions. In many cases, the wreckage of these downed
planes has never been found. Boats have also reportedly sunk here
for no discernible reason.

One of more enduring legends of strange disappearances in the
Salton Sea goes all the way back to before the sea was even formed,
when the region was home to an entirely different lake that filled the
same basin. In the 16th century, the Salton Basin was flooded very
much like it is now, with a huge lake lying exactly where the current
Salton Sea is found now. This lake was called Lake Cahuilla. It was

d an enormous body of water that was the size of the state of Delaware
and connected to the Sea of Cortez, which in modern days is known

as the Gulf of California. It is here that the story of a lost Spanish
Galleon loaded with pearls and gold coins comes in.

—

Spanish galleon
During the existence of Lake Cahuilla in the 16th century, it was
possible to navigate there through the Sea of Cortez. It is said that
English and Dutch pirates prowled the waters off the entrance to the
gulf, but that one treasure laden Spanish Galleon managed to slip
past them and ended up sailing into the lake. The story goes that the
galleon ran aground on a sandbar or landslide, after which the crew
were forced to abandon it and escape overland through the desert,
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leaving the ship and its cargo of gold and pearls behind. Over time,
the lake disappeared and it is said the ship sank beneath the sands.

Over the ensuing centuries, stories have abounded of an ancient ship
in the middle of the desert, buried and unburied by the shifting sands.
In 1774, a mule driver named Tiburcio Manquerna supposedly
stumbled across a large cache of pearls lying amidst the desert
sands. He grabbed as many of the pearls as he could carry and
walked out of the desert a rich man. Later, when he went back for
more, the mule driver could not relocate the exact location and it is
said that he spent the rest of his life searching for it.

In 1870, a prospector by the name of Charley Clusker claimed to have
come across an ornately carved Spanish Galleon sitting in the desert.
The prospector described how the ship was located in boiling springs
and alkaline mud. The excited prospector, figuring that he had hit the
mother lode, was not prepared to salvage it at the time and so he went
back with plans to come back equipped to get his treasure. When he
made the journey back to where he thought he had seen the ship, it
was gone.

ﬂ,"zv\." > N - ' \,\‘. [ ()
Although it is unclear if this is related to the Spanish Galleon, in 1949,
three students of UCLA went out into the desert to follow up on a story
they had heard from a Cahuilla Indian of a serpent shaped canoe he
had seen in the area in 1917, which the students thought may be a
“Viking ship” blown off course. The students were well prepared, with
irrigation maps from 1910 and various published accounts from the
1800s, and they departed on their quest from Laguna Salada in Baja
California. It is unknown what ultimately became of this expedition or
if they ever found what they were looking for.

Over the years there were many such tales of miners and hikers
coming across the haunting sight of a Spanish Galleon half buried in
the desert, but nothing ever became of it and the ship always seemed
to disappear back into the sands from whence it came. When the
Salton Sea was created in 1905, it is believed that the galleon was
also submerged and lies at the murky bottom, lodged deep in the mud
at the bottom of the lake to this day. Several expeditions of divers
have descended into the depths of the lake in search of the lost
treasure, but they have only managed to find the wreckage of planes
that crashed into the sea during its heyday as a spot for military bases.
There has been no sign of the legendary Spanish Galleon or its
treasure.

Is there an ancient lost treasure buried at the bottom of the Salton
Sea? Perhaps the answer lies out there, ensconced in the sludgy
bottom among the skeletons of warplanes and other boats in their
watery graves, perpetually part of the mystery of this bizarre desert
sea.

This story was originally seen at mysteriousuniverse.org

From http://www.lostshipofthedesert.com/the-mysterious-sunken-
treasure-of-the-salton-sea/#prettyphoto/0/

Reprinted for educational purposes under the "fair use" provision of
the U.S. Copyright Act.
e g o S T S
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The following are the final chapters of the book From Rags to
Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters were published
in the Opal Express from December 2011 through Nov. 2013. The
Editor

From Rags to Riches

Chapter 62 - The Crypt & Suicide

Having heard Franks Story, made me feel good, we finally are back
to normal only that it's heading toward Christmas again, the people
starting to disappear for the hot weather break. We as a Family did sit
down and agreed there will be no presents this Christmas due to the
current Financial Situation, everyone was happy we decided we go
on Picnics, Swimming, catching Yabbies’ etc.

| was helping Johnny every day after my job in the Co-Op, and it is
good to see we are on some traces again, it does look promising, and
they are quite thin but with very good colour. We kept following them
and they keep tantalizing one minute they are here then they are gone
then they are here again. | can read what that means as they are not
getting any thicker or paler. | think we must have pulled out at least
10 to 15 ounces, but nothing thick enough for a solid.

The traces following right around and when we gouge in our

S mushroom shape way we have traces right around so they could even
¥ get deeper in the sides as well as ahead of us. Johnny kept digging

away and whenever | came there was a lot of dirt to move, and he

| collected a lot of level material, which we have to take home and put
\ through the mixer and wash it so we can really see what we got. This
! was the most exciting couple weeks we spent on our worked claim.

Itis amazing how some guys just going to go for the big one and leave

2 all sort of other stuff behind.

| am grateful for that as we did not have to sink a shaft and start from

scratch, Maybe it would have been better to start a complete new hole
4 and drive in different directions, but with what we are doing is we just

tiding up and cleaning up what other people have forgotten or could

=l not be bothered with chicken feed. We keep going until we run out of

ground meaning it is getting to dangerous to continue with evoking a
collapse of the drive, | think for that to happen we are to street smart.
Anyhow we are convinced that there is something which had been
forgotten by the previous miners, it is not an easy task, working 6 to
10 hours every day in sweltering heat and not decent ventilation,
particular when you in far in enough so no breeze reaches you from
the windsock, your sweat is pouring down and running into every
crevice you have on your body and combined with dust and dirt keeps
rubbing till you are sore there where the perspiration starts to burn,
but you don’t give up and push yourself to finish this particular gouge
or pulling and filling buckets.

That is why feel very please and it is a privilege to shake these
people’s hands when they got rewarded for their back breaking hard
work to find their pot of Gold. And that thought keeps me going as |
am convinced my Bonanza is here on any of the 6 adjoining claims
we pegged, And | am so sure that | can more less pin point where the
parcel is located, but | cannot access it from below, to dangerous, |
must do it from the top by way of an open cut. | will organize that as
soon as | feel the time is right, which will not be too much longer as |
can see we will be running out of ground again. But then there is
nothing left close to the mother claim for us to continue and when that
is happening this will be the time for me to call on the Pisani Brothers
for the share cut. Everything was standard routine nothing special.
Chris has the household under control with Roger, Beatrix and looking
after our needs.

The Shop is working ok so every available hour | have | go to help
Johnny.

This particular afternoon | went to the claim and the machinery was
working, a switched the lights off and on a couple time so Johnny
knows it is me. He came to the shaft and made the kill switch sign
across his throat; | went and cut the engine of the compressor. | got
to the Shaft and he shouted come down you will not belief what |
found, | shouted back is it nice and big and lots of colour. He shook
his head and said come down. | climbed down after changing into my
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mining shorts and took my shirt of as it still was about 35 degrees
Celsius.

When | got down | followed him and we went to where he was working
and | noticed he broke through into another tunnel.

| said don't tell me again a dead end. He said just put your head in to
the hole and see what's there on the other side. | grabbed the light
and pocked my head in and “Wow” | stammered, what | saw made
me wonder where the inhabitant was there was an area larger than
any of the normal drives, it was like a little room and what there was
a camp stretcher, with a dirty and rat eaten pillow and blankets, a
hearth built from rocks which had still ashes in it, a small cupboard
with some tins of can food unopened the labels were destroyed so
they could not be identified without opening them. There was also a
pick with a split handle and a shovel very rusty an old bucket rusted
out with some material in it, a hurricane lamp was hanging on a peg
which looked in good shape. | climbed back and said to Johnny,” Lets
clean up and open this up a bit so we can walk in and inspect it better,
| like to check the safety aspect of it and see which is the closest shaft
and if it is still on the claims we pegged.”

Johnny agreed and we started shoveling and pulling and shoveling
and pulling till we cleared everything out, sitting on my haunches and
swigging some water from the water bag, | said “| wonder who was
living here and if he is still around, | think we have to let the Mines
Warden know, as he could trace back who owned claim prior to us
and prior again, and he can the let the Police know and they can find
out if there is foul play,” Johnny replied, “Why is there always
something to hold us up to get to our goal.” “Well my friend it's like
being the great Crusader in the process of freeing the Princess he
has to slay a few Dragons in the Process,” Johnny looked at me as if
| were from a different planet, “What are you on about,” Never mind,”
| replied let’s get on with it.

We finished very late and we went home told Chris about it and | went
across to Trevor and Rob and asked them if they ever heard of
anyone gone missing, they asked me why I told them of our discovery;
they shook their heads and said, “No we never heard anything since
we have been on the field.”

I told them of my intentions and they agreed with that.

| went back home and we had some coffee and a bit of cake then |
told Johnny to bring all the mullock home meaning the dropped level
and | want him to tumble it on Saturday at Robs Mixer. We washed
the chips we had and they also need some cleaning and working over,
so we see exactly what we have. The few | have seen looking very
promising, nice colours and good material.

The next morning on the way to Shop | asked at the Police station
when the Mines Warden is coming, Gary one of the Rangers asked
me if he can help me with anything. | told him of what is going on my
claim and | want the warden to check back who the last registered
owner of this claim was. Gary said “I come out with you to your claim
and | have a look if you don’t mind.” | told him | want be there as | am
in the Shop but Johnny is there which he knew, He agreed and said
“I will take it further if you wish and inform the warden and also check
of any missing person reports,” | nodded and got in the car and went
to work. As | arrived Doug was there and greeted me | told him what
happened and ask him if he has any Idea who was the previous miner
of the claim we working on, Doug had no Idea.

Any the day went without any problems and when | shut down the
shop | went to the Claim, when | got there Johnny was working on the
machinery doing the Oils Change and clean up etc. He told me of the
visit with the Ranger who told him there are no suspicious
circumstances but he will make further investigations to see that there
is a live person who used this mine as his abode. | helped Johnny
with the cleanup and changing the oils, topping up the batteries with
water. When we were finished | said to him “let's go down to Gus and
see if we can find out anything there, but before | want to have a good
look around, | think there is enough charge in the batteries so | don’t
have to start the compressor “Johnny replied.

I climbed down and an took the light of the peg of the wall and walked
to the break through, | got in and had a good look around, | got the
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little pick with me and | was scratching in the side of the wall just to
see if there are any traces left.

Johnny did not move the rusty bucket and the contents are still there,
| shined in the were some large pieces of rock the size of a football, |
pulled them out and | Looked at them there were three pieces and
some smaller ones. | hit the first one with the side of my pick and the
rock snapped in halve and it was full of matrix beautiful pin fire, | did
the same with the other and also the same result.

All the smaller pieces were matrix also, | went to the shaft got a bucket
and dragged it to the Crypt as | called it, and transferred all the
material to my bucket. Once done | started to look around and |
noticed a few back filled drives, | think | have Johnny open them up
and have a good look. Finally | got the bucket to the bottom of the
shaft, under great difficulties as it was not light, at least a
hundredweight of stones now identified as matrix. | made a shrill
whistle and Johnny’s face appeared | shouted “start up the winch” He
did and he lowered the hook down | clipped on the bucket and Johnny
hoisted it up.

When the bucket was up there safely | climbed up and Johnny had a
look and smiled, “that’s a great reward which we surely did not expect,
we don'’t talk in ounces here anymore we have to talk in kilos.” |
grinned and said lets load it and we see what we will hear at Gus
place.

We got there and there were not much activity being a Tuesday, a few
people are there, Gus joined us and | asked all the relevant questions
in reference of anyone ever mentioned that they were sleeping in a
mine. Gus told us there was never any talk about such things, he also
has not heard of anyone just disappearing.

We were sitting and enjoying our beer and Gary the Ranger came in
and walked over to were Gus and we were sitting and he sat down
and said to me “Peter you are a Butcher, | acknowledged, he
continued and said do you remember the Old Professor, | replied “yes
| do he came every week to the shop and ask for Lambs Fry, and six
chump chops and six Sausages.”

Gary continued “do you think you can give us a hand with cleaning
up.” | said Gary you talk in riddles, what’s going on.” He finally came
out with the facts, by saying, “The Professor committed Suicide, he
strapped some gelignite on his Stomach and was laying down and
blew himself up, it happened at his shack at White Dam.” Roger is
there already but he can’t handle it he is throwing up all the time there
are body parts ever where.” | just stammered “Holy Shit, what is this
place coming to.” | tell you Animal blood and animal parts are not the
same as body parts, so | don’t know how | will handle it, but | give it a
shot and don’t forget you and Roger owe me.” Gus got up and just
said,” Good Luck | am glad it is you and not me they asked.” | said to
Johnny “tell Chris | will be a while and don’t go into any gory details |
don’t want them to have night mares,”

He agreed and | said to Gary, “we go in your Rover | leave my car
here, have you got plenty large garbage bags,” He acknowledged and
we went, ion the car, | asked him if there was any foul play, Gary said
no there is a self-explanatory Suicide Note, He got the news that he
had cancer and he was not going to die in one of the Hospitals. Very
sad he was a nice old man a bit feeble but always a pleasant smile
and nice kind word, he was a Mathematics Professor from the
University of Adelaide, he loved Opal and he spent any holidays he
got on the fields fossicking, and collecting Stones. We got there and
there was Roger outside of the shack which lost its roof from the blast,
and was throwing up he looked very pale, | got out and shook his hand
and said he got the head and a couple of arms, | got in and looked
and | started to swallow and had to fight myself there were intestines
splattered all over the walls, his abdomen was totally destroyed, |
found the legs and torso, which we put into bags, Gary said the
Coroner is on its way, they said because of the heat to collect the
body if we could manage, and we told them there are no suspicious
circumstances.

| never experienced such a thing, | have seen dead bodies when |
was in the service, they either had a gunshot wound or stab wound
but never something like that. We did not worry about any of the
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intestines, we had all the major parts and we can send them with the
Coroner to Port Augusta and they can make inquiries about family
and then they could arrange a burial.

Gary collected any of the Professors belongings and put it into the
Land Rover. There were at least 10 large Jars with opal in it. | would

say at least 100 ounces, so a substantial amount of money was there |

to be gotten.

| said “l am sure his family, children, grandchildren will appreciate this,
as long as they will get it.” Roger said” we don’t send this Opal down
with the body, we wait for the Port Augusta Police to contact us with
any details of family members and we then will make arrangements
for them to get the opal, we want to also make sure that there was no
partner involved and the professor was the sole owner of the Opal.

I will get it also valued by Schultz. Well feeling all woozy headed, | like
to be taken back to my car and go home and spend 100 liter water on
my shower.

+++++ A

Huge Meteorite “Gancedo” Found in Argentina
By: David Dickinson | September 16, 2016

A rare rock found in Argentina might be one for the
record books.

Presenting ... "Gancedo." Thiometeorite, unearthed in
early September 2016, is from the massive Campo del Cielo
meteorite fall in northern Argentina.

Ministerio de Gobierno, Justiciay Relaciéon con la Comunidad

Holy sputtering space rocks! Earlier this week, a team in Argentina
excavated a monster: a 30-ton chunk of what is very probably an iron-
nickel meteorite.

Named "Gancedo" after a nearby town, the rock was found in the
heart of the known Campo del Cielo ("Field of Heaven" in Spanish)
meteorite strewn field. A team from the local Astronomy Association
of Chaco dug the huge rock out of the ground on September 10th,
and images of the find soon flooded the internet.

“While we hoped for weights above what had been registered, we did
not expect it to exceed 30 tons,” Mario Vesconi (Astronomy
Association of Chaco) told the Xinhua news service. “The size and
weight [of Gancedo] surprised us.” For comparison, the legal
maximum gross vehicle weight for an 18-wheeler in the United States
is 40 tons.

The team admits it'll take time to weigh the meteorite more precisely.
The find will most likely end up ranking as the second-largest
meteorite recovered from Campo del Cielo in the Chaco province of
northern Argentina, after the 37-ton "El Chaco" uncovered in 1980.1

Mammoth Meteorites

And the biggest space rock ever recovered? That title still safely
belongs to the Hoba meteorite in Namibia, estimated to weigh more
than 60 tons. This measurement is difficult to make because Hoba
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has never been moved from its discovery site. This massive chunk of
iron fell to Earth around 80,000 years ago and is now a tourist
attraction, still half-buried in the ground.

The Astronomy Association of Chaco team poses in front of their
enormous space rock.

Gancedo's fall to Earth occurred between 4,000 and 6,000 years ago.
Locals knew of the fall for centuries, even making iron tools from
meteorites found in the strewn field. In the 16th century, the Spanish
became interested in stories of a piece of iron that fell from the sky,
and in 1774 don Bartolomé Francsico de Maguna led an expedition
that came across a mass of iron, referred to as Meson de Fierro
("Table of Iron" in Spanish). Another 1,400-pound fragment from
Campo del Cielo named Otumpa now resides at the British Museum
in London. With more than 100 tons of meteorite recovered, Campo
del Cielo is the top producer in terms of pure meteorite mass
worldwide.

The Campo del Cielo strewn field extends over an ellipse 3 km wide
by 19 km long over an area northwest of Buenos Aires, and
meteorites found here have a polycrystalline coarse octahedrite
composition characteristic of iron-nickel meteorites. They are also
unusually pure even among iron-nickel meteorites, consisting of 93%
iron. Most of the remaining 7% is nickel, and less than 1% are trace
elements.

The illicit meteorite trade surrounding Campo del Cielo has also made
the news in the past few years, with arrests just last year by Argentine
officials of four smugglers trying to take a ton of meteorites out of the
country. Hopefully, Gancedo will prove too large to steal and find its
fitting place in meteorite science and history.

See more images of the retrieval of Gancedo on the Ministerio de
Gobiero's Facebook page.

About David Dickinson

David Dickinson is a freelance science writer, high school science
teacher, retired enlisted U.S. Air Force veteran and avid stargazer.
He currently resides with his wife Myscha in the Tampa Bay area and
Florida. David also writes science fiction in his spare time, and shares
the universe and more on his own website, www.astroguyz.com.

2 thoughts on “Huge Meteorite “Gancedo” Found in Argentina”
Richard Lighthill September 16, 2016

Did this meteor create a crater? How big? How deep? And if not, why
not?

David Dickinson Post author, September 16, 2016

Hi Richard,

There are 26 known craters dotting the strewn field, yes... the largest
measures about 100 meters in diameter.
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From http://www.skyandtelescope.com/astronomy-blogs/astronomy-
space-david-dickinson/large-meteorite-gancedo-unearthed-in-
argentina/

Reprinted for educational purposes under the "fair use" provision of
the U.S. Copyright Act.

+4++++++++H+

After 11,700 Years, World's Oldest Known Plant
Gains Refuge

By Sandra Blakeslee, February 24, 1985
RIVERSIDE, Calif. - A bush that some scientists regard as the oldest
known plant is being given refuge from land developers, bulldozers,
off-road vehicles and the like.
A botanist, Dr. Frank C. Vasek, recently estimated the age of the
ordinary-looking shrub, a creosote bush, at 11,700 years, which would
make it far older than the previous record-holder, a 5,000-year-old
bristlecone pine.
Dr. Vasek organized a campaign to save the bush and was successful
after members of the California Garden Club embraced the cause.
Under their prodding, The Nature Conservancy, a San Francisco-
based environmental group devoted to protecting rare plants and
animals, has agreed to buy 17 acres of desert turf surrounding the
bush. Garden clubs are raising much of the cash, and Nature
Conservancy officials said the deal is to be closed soon.
‘Something That Was Just There'
"Sometimes amazing botanical wonders are evident but unnoticed,
beneath our very noses," Dr. Vasek said, recalling how he came upon
his discovery. "For years," he said, "l looked upon creosote bush as
something that was just there, filling up desert space between the
times and places when the 'real' desert plants put on a show of
flowers."
In 1974, Dr. Vasek, professor of botany at the University of California
at Riverside, conducted a field trip in which a student asked him the
age of some creosote bushes. "l started to answer they must be about
300 to 400 years old," he said, "when it suddenly dawned on me that
| and everyone else simply did not know."
So he went into the nearby desert and collected samples. Clusters of
several creosote bushes are often arranged in an ellipse, Dr, Vasek
said, leaving a hollow center of bare, sandy soil.
One such ring had a hard, woody object at the center. "On an impulse
| collected it," he said, "believing it to be the remains of the original
seedling from which the ring of living stems had developed." By
carbon dating the wood sample was determined to be 585 years old,
give or take 150 years. Dr. Vasek then set out to find even older
specimens.
A Legacy of Bushes
Dr. Vasek then pieced together for the first time the life cycle of the
creosote bush. After germination, a seedling grows a small stem, the
crown, which sprouts many branches as it thickens. Over 40 to 90
The Opal Express The American Opal Society

years, the crown splits into several lobes that, in turn, give rise to their
own branches. The original crown eventually dies, leaving a sandy
patch of soil.

Each peripheral lobe grows independent roots and continues growing
away from the center. Over thousands of years, the clones end up in
an ellipse around the original center. Each clone, derived from the
original seedling, is genetically identical.

A single stem has a life expectancy of 80 to 100 years, Dr. Vasek
said, but in genetic terms a creosote bush may be "alive" far longer.
Dr. Vasek calls such entities "clonal creosote rings."

As to whether the age of a living bush should be gauged by looking
at the lifetime of the rings, which can be measured in milleniums,
rather than the life of a single stem, which is much shorteer, is a
guestion more metaphysical than biological, said Charles Taylor, an
associate professor of biology at the University of California at Los
Angeles. "What, then, is life?" he asked. "What is the definition of the
organism?"

Park Nobel, a biologist also at U.C.L.A., said it was certainly
reasonable that the creosote bush represents the oldest living plant
thus far dated. But he said there could be other cloned plants of the
same or other species that are older. He suggested such candidates
as the fairy ring mushroom, birch trees and certain desert grasses.
Adapted to Desert Environment

The creosote bush grows in rings probably because of its desert
environment, where moisture for germinating seeds is unreliable, Dr.
Vasek said. "It's the Stonewall Jackson strategy," he said. "He who
gets there firstest with the mostest, holds the ground."

After studying the life cycle of the bush, Dr. Vasek took an aerial
survey of the Mojave Desert to find the biggest creosote rings. The
species, Larrea tridentata, is widely distributed across the Southwest
and Mexico. The creosote bush is so called because of a pungent
creosote-like smell given off when the resinous leaves are crushed.
Indians brew a medicinal tea from it.

The aerial survey turned up hundreds of rings measuring up to 100
feet across, with shoulder-high branches. Dr. Vasek chose several,
from places like Sheephole Pass, Old Woman Springs and Cedar
Canyon Fan, to determine growth rates at different elevations and
habitats.

He then dated samples of old wood found inside large rings. Modern
and ancient growth rates, he said, are similar; most bushes grow a
scant two- thirds of a millimeter each year.

Discovery of 'King Clone'

The oldest bush so far identified is a 75-by-25-foot ring on Bessemer
Mine Road near the Lucerne Valley. The bush, dubbed King Clone, is
roughly 11,700 years old, Dr. Vasek said.

"An exact age determination may never be forthcoming," Dr. Vasek
said, "and one could quibble over a few hundred or perhaps a couple
of thousand years. But the order of magnitude is sound." His findings
were published in the American Journal of Botany in 1980.

The bush was on private land soon to be developed, Dr. Vasek said,
but no county or state agency was interested in protecting it.

In 1983 the garden clubs joined the effort. "If you try to garden in the
desert, you know things are tough," he said.

"We could relate to it," said Betty Forgey, of Boron, Calif., a member
of the Desert Empire Gardening Club. A campaign was mounted to
raise the $17,000 needed to buy the land on which King Clone sits
and its surrounding acreage.

The preserve will be run by the University of California, Dr. Vasek
said, but no decision has been made on how to protect King Clone.
"There are thousands of footprints around it now," he said, "but no
one has damaged it."

Mrs. Forgey said that most people looking to find King Clone do not
recognize it and that a fence could attract trouble. King Clone, she
said, "looks like just another creosote bush."
http://www.nytimes.com/1985/02/24/us/after-11700-years-world-s-
oldest-known-plant-gains-refuge.html
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Gem & Mineral Shows

More shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowsState=ALL

30-1—HILLSBORO, OREGON: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc,
Washington County Fairgrounds; 873 NE 34th Ave; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun.
10-5; Admission: $7 weekend pass, CHildren free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry,
precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver,
minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the
world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes. ;
contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:
http://www.gemfaire.com

January 2017-September 2016

6-8—MESA, ARIZONA: Annual show; Flagg Mineral Foundation, Mesa
Community College; 1833 W Southern Avenue; Daily 9-5; Free Admission;
45th Annual Flagg Gem and Mineral Show. Free parking and admission. Free
activities for kids. Displays. Vendors with beads, fossils, gems, jewelry,
lapidary materials and minerals.; contact Dana Slaughter, 2952 E Silverbell
Road, San Tan Valley, AZ 85143-4598, (602)-312-9791; e-mail:
dsminerals@aol.com; Web site: www.flaggmineralfoundation.com
6-8—SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, Sonoma County Fairgrounds; 1350 Bennett Valley Rd; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-
6, Sun. 10-5; Admission: $7 weekend pass, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine
jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold
& silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer's prices. Exhibitors from
around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door
prizes. ; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com;
Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com

13-15—DEL MAR, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc,
Del Mar Fairgrounds; 2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-
5; Admission: $7 weekend pass, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry,
precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver,
minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the
world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes.;
contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:
http://www.gemfaire.com

14-15—YACHATS, OREGON: Annual show; Yachats Chamber of Commerce,
Yachats Commons; 4th & Hwy 101; Sat. 10-4, Sun. 10-4; Free Admission; 6th
Ever Yachats Agate Festival. Gemstones, Fossils, Minerals, Jewelry.; contact
Donna Hirschman, PO Box 550, Yachats, OR 97498; e-mail:
iamhrisch@yahoo.com; Web site: www.yachatsagatefestival.com
20-22—SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, Marin Center; 10 Avenue of the Flags; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Free
Admission; Fine jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of
beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices.
Exhibitors from around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop.
Free hourly door prizes.; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail:
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com

January 2017-February 2017

26-12—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Annual show; Eons Expos, Corner of I-10 and
22nd Street; 600 West 22nd Street; Daily 9-6, Fri. -, Sat. -, Sun. -; Free
Admission; Public welcome; Located on the Green shuttle route; the 7th
Annual 22nd Street Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show is in a colossal 250-yard
heated tent and features dinosaur exhibits as well as minerals, fossils,
meteorites, jewelry, cabochons, beads, carvings, silver, gold, coins, findings,
lapidary, related art, tools, equipment, rough, displays, books, and more. Retail
and wholesale. ; contact Heather Grana, 235 1st Street, Keyport, NJ 07735;
e-mail: Heather@EonsExpos.com; Web site: www.22ndStreet.Show
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Custom Creative Gem Cutting

Stan M. McCall

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist

Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs
Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones
(714) 220-9282
6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
custom-creative@earthlink.net
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available

TIKKA OPALS

E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com
phone: +61-7-55469324
mobile: +61-417-421205

Advertise in this Space!
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month

Half Page Size: $20 per month

Full Page Size: $40 per month

Contact:
The Opal Express C/O
Jim Pisani
P.O. Box 4875
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) ﬁmgUNT
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $30

SELECTONE | New MEMBERS $40

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE_(Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at

http://opalsociety.org/aos application by web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account
is membership@opalsociety.org.

NAME

BUSINESS NAME < NAME BADGE ORDER FORM:
YOU WISH IT TO APPEAR ON

CITY STATE YOUR BADGE using up to two
(2) lines of text for your name,

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) nickname, or name of your opal
related business.

PHONE - Home PHONE - Business FAX

¢ ) ¢ ) «C )

E-MAIL

WEBSITE

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information
above, please note that on the application.

O Address O Phone O E-mail O website

Please sign here: Date

The Opal Express is published monthly by Are Your Dues Due Now?
The American Opal Society. PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL.
Copyright 2016. Al rights reserved. , There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise Il membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are
_Resgrvec_l. . overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue.
Editor-Jim Pisani A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note,

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received
The Opal Express C/O you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is

Jim Pisani your responsibility to assure your dues are current.
P.O. Box 4875 Thank you,

Garde_n Gr_ove, CA 92842-4875 The Editor
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express Volume #49 Issue #12

Garden Grove Bl d1

American Opal Society
ot December 2016
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
TO:
— GENERAL MEETINGS —
4th Wednesday of the Month
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM
Garden Grove Masonic Lodge
11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840
MEETING ACTIVITIES
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers,
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities
December 28
Christmas Party Potluck!!!
AOS will provide Ham and
Turkey. Bring side dish!!!
Katella Ave
a1
\‘
T
@
@
s
Q
<
Chapman Ave
2 S g
g 2 w
3
\m\ Acacip Parkway

Garden Grove Masonic
22 Freeway Lodge

rm— 11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840

Some Topics In This Issue: Th e Am erican Op al SO Cl ety
e Sunken Treasure of the Salton Sea
e Rags to Riches Ch. 62 - The Crypt & Website: http://OpalSociety.org
Suicide4
e Huge Meteorite Found in Argentina Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety

e 11,700 Years World's Oldest Known Plant

Pete Goetz President (714) 345-1449 email: mpg1022@aol.com

Russ Madsen Treasurer (562) 884-2254 email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net
Jim Pisani Editor & Webmaster (714) 815-4638 email: editor@opalsociety.org
Veronica Purpura Show Chairman (714) 501-9959 email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com
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