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President’s Message

O~NOBRRPRWWNERPREPPRP

By Pete Goetz
Well, well, well... (Deep subject?)

REMEMBERING WHEN: Who remembers everyone holding our
breath on January 01 in the year 2000? We all thought the world as
we know it was going to deconstruct into a gibbering data crash when
the all the computers decided it was 1900 or 1800 or 2200 or if Pam
got her preference, 4700? Right?

What else do we remember? Let's see. Did you know the Opal
Society was founded in Seal Beach at Harry Condo’s Rock Shop? In
1967 the AOS became a full-fledged, incorporated 501c3 educational
charity registered to this day with the state of California.

DOING THE MATH? 2017 minus 1967 = we are now entering the 50
year of the American Opal Society.

Several years after the Opal Society was formed Scientific American
presented the article which first described how the internal structure
of opal is a diffraction grating (google it) which filters and reflects
different frequencies of light. The diameter of silica spheres in opal
determine the size of the openings in the diffraction grating and
therefore the wavelengths of light returning to the eye of the viewer.
As an opal is turned or moved the angle of the eye to the openings
changes and this results in the changing colors and patterns.

JANUARY GENERAL MEETING: Wednesday January 25". This
month’s general meeting we will recall our individual interests and
passions for opal. Please bring an opal (or two or three) to share and
let others see what you enjoy in your collection. Come to the meeting
and see what others bring. We will do a round table group chat where
each person will be invited to share a little about their involvement
with opal, the Queen of Gems.
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ANAHEIM ARTS COUNCIL On February 18nthe Arts Council will
present a stage show titled Broadway Arts. Tickets are on sale at the
website below. You will also find information about the show’s
performers at the second website. This will be a variety show featuring
many performers from national caliber entertainers to local talent.

http://www3.ticketon.com/event/broadway-arts/338851

http://www.anaheimartscouncil.com/barts.php

The evening’s program will also feature a silent auction with many
great prizes for successful bidders ranging from tickets to a show on
Broadway (in New York City) to discount cards for local restaurants.
On behalf of the Opal Society, Stan McCall is providing an opal
pendant with a retail value of $400.

OPAL SHOW SUPPORT UPDATE As this issue of the Opal Express
goes to print the show support fund has reached $1,480.00. We are
still looking for additional funds and help is important in this area. If
you haven't given, please dig deep. The funding goal of $3,500 is a
high mark. Let’s reach it! Yes, contributions will help after the show
and yes, yes AOS is a 501c3 tax deductible charity.

Thank you!

Please look elsewhere in this newsletter for the full roster of dealers
who had booths at the 2016 Opal Gem & Jewelry Show.

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK was a great success, lots of delicious food
items and a fun evening visiting and white elephant gift exchange.
Thank you!

-Pete

AOS President
++++++H
Members Only Website Password
Name: “member®; Password: “opalholic”.
+++++++
Important General Meeting Information
The next General meeting will be Wednesday, Jan. 25, 2017.
The General Meetings will now be held on:

The Fourth (4") Wednesday of the Month
The new location is:

Garden Grove Masonic Center

11270 Acacia Parkway

Garden Grove, CA 92840
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Mood-Transforming Opal Rings
Because opal just makes you feel good

By Brittany Siminitz, October 21, 2016

When things feel like they've gotten
really bad, it's important to look to the
good things in life. Lately it feels like we
might just have to search a little harder,
but the good things are out there. Given
the general atmosphere in the world/on
your Facebook feed/in the news lately, it
might seem superficial—it might even be
superficial—for me to talk about jewelry,
but the thing is, its impact on a person’s
mind-set can be real. There are things in this world that have mood-
changing powers: a hug from someone you love, your favorite song,
cats on YouTube. In the gemstone world, no other stone summons
that power quite like opal does. Perhaps it's due to its mesmerizing
colors, how it seems to contain a universe of its own. Perhaps it's
because it's just so well-revered that designers know how to craft
settings that make it dance just so. But | ask you: How can you not
look at these, and for a moment, not feel really, really good? It's
escapism, jewelry style.

2,

Ring in 18k rose gold with 25.4 ct. opal, 1.65 cts. t.w. baguette, and
0.42 ct. t.w. round diamonds, price on request; ZDNY & Co.

Cintemani ring in 18k gold with opal and black and white diamonds,
$40,000; Gilan
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Ring in 14k Strawberry Gold with 2.75 ct. Neopolitan Opal and 0.59
ct. t.w. Vanilla Diamonds and Chocolate Diamonds, $1,999; Le Vian

Emily ring in 18k yellow gold with 13.48 ct. untreated Welo opal and
1.37 cts. t.w. diamonds, $10,890; Lauren K

From http://www.jckonline.com/blogs/your-market/2016/10/20/friday-
5-mood-transforming-opal-rings

e o
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Local Jewelry Maker Finds Inspiration in Opal
Chris Yorke-Hardy opens new Whistler shop filled with
pieces that started in Vernon opal mine

Alyssa Noel / Whistler Question
January 9, 2017

A selection of jewelry by local designer Chris Yorke-Hardy

When you find opal in a mine it might not look like anything special —
at first.

The precious gems are found in plain-looking volcanic lahar rock, but
sometimes “one corner of the rock lights up like a Christmas tree,”
said Chris Yorke-Hardy.

The jewelry maker knows first-hand; his family owns Canada’s first
commercial opal mine in Vernon, B.C. Yorke-Hardy takes that opal
and creates jewelry, which he’s now selling in Whistler at his recently
opened store, B.C. Precious Opals, in the Westin Resort & Spa.
“Opal is a precious gemstone, like a diamond or ruby,” he said. “It's
known around the world better than it is in Canada. (Our shop is) still
just getting known, really.”

It was purely by chance that Yorke-Hardy and his family wound up in
the opal business. Back in 1991 — when Yorke-Hardy was starting to
pursue a career as a cabinetmaker — his father Bob staked a gold
mining claim on a mountain just outside of Vernon. But instead of gold
they discovered opal — known for it's bright, multi-colour sheen —
which is extremely rare outside of places like Australia and Mexico.
“The cabinetmaking company | was working for went under the same
year my dad got funding for the mine,” Yorke-Hardy said. “So | gave
up cabinetmaking to work at the mine. In the meantime one of my
original shareholders (who had experience with opals in Australia)
taught me how to cut and polish the stones and how to do everything
professionally. That was the beginning of my jewelry design.”

While designing jewelry might not have been the career he initially
had in mind, there was some crossover, he added. “I thought | would
be working with wood,” he said. “That was my idea out of high school.
That was what | was good at. But the fine-tuning skills from that helped
me with jewelry.”

Yorke-Hardy made the move up to Whistler and marked the grand
opening of his shop on Dec. 15, after some encouragement from local
stone carver John Fathom. So far, the community has been a good
match — with one exception. “I have sold Canadian opal to
Australians but they’re harder to impress,” Yorke-Hardy said,
explaining how popular opals are in that country. “You have to explain
it's the only place in Canada (that mines opal) and that intrigues them,
the fact that they can take a little piece of B.C. home with them.”
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Yorke-Hardy’s father and brother went up to the mine last summer
and brought back a large stockpile of opal from which he’s been
creating broaches, bracelets, rings and earrings.

“You have to read each piece because they're quite different,” he said.
“They have a lot of personality. | get an idea from looking at the stone.
| like the fact that there are lots of different angles. You don’t get
bored; there’s always something new to do.”

B.C. Precious Opals is open now in The Shops at the Westin Resort
& Spa.

See more at:
http://www.whistlerguestion.com/entertainment/arts/local-jewelry-
maker-finds-inspiration-in-opal-1.6805400#sthash.rhXUlji7.dpuf

++++++++++H+H

Opal-Studded Meteorite Hints at Origins of
Earth's Water

By Nola Taylor Redd, Space.com Contributor

June 27, 2016

JEOL COMP  15.8KkY 1Bpm WD 1 1mm

Meteorite EET 83309 contains tiny fragments of opal, a material that requires
water to form. In this backscattered electron image, a narrow opal rim
surrounds a bright metallic mineral inclusion. Credit: H. Downes

A gem of a meteorite found in Antarctica is studded with pieces of
opal, a crystal that is associated with water. The discovery lends
greater strength to the idea that meteorites brought water to asteroids
and may also have seeded the Earth with the liquid necessary for life
to evolve.

"This is more evidence that meteorites and asteroids can carry large
amounts of water ice," lead author Hilary Downes said in a statement.
Downes, a geochemist at the Birkbeck Institute of Earth and Planetary
Sciences at the University of London, announced the results today
(Monday, June 27) at the National Astronomy Meeting in Nottingham,
England.

"Although we rightly worry about the consequences of the impact of
large asteroids, billions of years ago they may have brought the water
to the Earth and helped it become the world teeming with life that we
live in today."

On Earth, opal is made up of silica — a common ingredient in sand
— and water. As water runs across the planet, it picks up sand and
other pieces of silica. When it evaporates, it leaves behind traces of
that material that build up to form opals. Scientists have only found
one other meteorite carrying the mineraloid — a rock that traveled
from Mars. While the Red Planet has opal-like deposits on its surface,
none have been found on asteroids.

Downes and her colleagues found that the meteorite EET 83309 is
made up of thousands of broken-up rocks and minerals, suggesting
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that it came from the surface of an asteroid. Research on the
meteorite by other scientists reveals that the rock was exposed to
radiation from the sun, solar wind and other cosmic sources. Since an
asteroid lacks an atmosphere to shield it from deadly radiation, its
surface is constantly dosed with the deadly rays.

Bits and pieces of other asteroids were also embedded in the
meteorite, suggesting that the parent asteroid was struck by
numerous impacts. As a result of one of the many impacts, water
could have been delivered to the surface of the asteroid, forming opal.
"The pieces of opal we have found are either broken fragments or
they are replacing other minerals," Downes said.

If early meteorites carried water to asteroids, they could also have
brought water to the Earth.

"Our evidence shows that the opal formed before the meteorite was
blasted off from the surface of the parent asteroid and sent into space,
eventually to land on Earth in Antarctica,” Downes added.

Follow Nola Taylor Redd on Twitter @NolaTRedd or Google+. Follow
us at @Spacedotcom, Facebook or Google+. Originally published on

Space.com.

+4++++++++++
Opal Overhead
The Little Gem Nebula lives up to its name.

ESA / Hubble & NASA; acknowledgement: J. Schmidt (geckzilla.com)

New colour filters on the Hubble Space Telescope highlight NGC
6818'’s pinkish knotty filaments and two distinct turquoise layers: a
bright, oval inner region and, draped over it like sheer fabric, a
spherical outer region.

Also known as the Little Gem Nebula, the planetary nebula’s cloud of
gas formed some 3,500 years ago when a star like the sun reached
the end of its life and ejected its outer layers into space.

As the layers of stellar material spread out from the nucleus — the
white stellar remnant at the center of the image — they ended up
acquiring unusual shapes.

From https://cosmosmagazine.com/space/opal-overhead
+++++

Spectacular Cargo of Ancient Shipwreck Found
in Caesarea

December 17, 2016
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Figurine of the moon goddess Luna (L.) and a bronze lamp decorated
with the image of the sun god Sol.

A fortuitous discovery by two divers in the ancient port of Caesarea in
the Caesarea National Park before the Passover holiday led to the
exposure of a large, spectacular and beautiful ancient marine cargo
of a merchant ship that sank during the Late Roman period 1,600
years ago.

As soon as they emerged from the water divers Ran Feinstein and
Ofer Ra‘anan of Ra‘anana contacted the Israel Antiquities Authority
and reported the discovery and removal of several ancient items from
the sea.

A joint dive at the site together with IAA archaeologists revealed that
an extensive portion of the seabed had been cleared of sand and the
remains of a ship were left uncovered on the sea bottom: iron
anchors, remains of wooden anchors and items that were used in the
construction and running of the sailing vessel.

An underwater salvage survey conducted in recent weeks with the
assistance of many divers from the Israel Antiquities Authority and
volunteers using advanced equipment discovered numerous items
that were part of the ship’s cargo.

Many of the artifacts are bronze and in an extraordinary state of
preservation: a bronze lamp depicting the image of the sun god Sol,
a figurine of the moon goddess Luna, a lamp in the image of the head
of an African slave, fragments of three life-size bronze cast statues,
objects fashioned in the shape of animals such as a whale, a bronze
faucet in the form of a wild boar with a swan on its head, etc.

In addition, fragments of large jars were found that were used for
carrying drinking water for the crew in the ship and for transportation
at sea. One of the biggest surprises in particular was the discovery of
two metallic lumps composed of thousands of coins weighing c. 20
kilograms which was in the form of the pottery vessel in which they
were transported.

This discovery comes a year after the exposure of a treasure of gold
Fatimid coins by divers and the Israel Antiquities Authority, which is
currently on display for the public in the “Time Travel” presentations
in the Caesarea harbor.

According to Jacob Sharvit, director of the Marine Archaeology Unit
of the Israel Antiquities Authority and Dror Planer, deputy director of
the unit, “These are extremely exciting finds, which apart from their
extraordinary beauty, are of historical significance. The location and
distribution of the ancient finds on the seabed indicate that a large
merchant ship was carrying a cargo of metal slated recycling, which
apparently encountered a storm at the entrance to the harbor and
drifted until it smashed into the seawall and the rocks”.

A preliminary study of the iron anchors suggests there was an attempt
to stop the drifting vessel before it reached shore by casting anchors
into the sea; however, these broke — evidence of the power of the
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waves and the wind which the ship was caught up in”. Sharvit and
Planer stress, “A marine assemblage such as this has not been found
in Israel in the past thirty years. Metal statues are rare archaeological
finds because they were always melted down and recycled in
antiquity. When we find bronze artifacts it usually occurs at sea.
Because these statues were wrecked together with the ship, they
sank in the water and were thus ‘saved’ from the recycling process”.
Sharvit and Planer added, “In the many marine excavations that have
been carried out in Caesarea only very small number of bronze
statues have been found, whereas in the current cargo a wealth of
spectacular statues were found that were in the city and were
removed from it by way of sea. The sand protected the statues;
consequently they are in an amazing state of preservation — as though
they were cast yesterday rather than 1,600 years ago”.

Lumps of coins that were discovered at sea, weighing a total of c. 20
kilograms.

The coins that were discovered bear the image of the emperor
Constantine who ruled the Western Roman Empire (312—-324 CE) and
was later known as Constantine the Great, ruler of the Roman Empire
(324-337 CE), and of Licinius, an emperor who ruled the eastern part
of the Roman Empire and was a rival of Constantine, until his downfall
in a battle that was waged between the two rulers.

According to Sharvit, “In recent years we have witnessed many
random discoveries in the harbor at Caesarea. These finds are the
result of two major factors: a lack of sand on the seabed causing the
exposure of ancient artifacts, and an increase in the number of divers
at the site. In this particular instance, the divers demonstrated good
citizenship and are deserving of praise. They will be awarded a
certificate of appreciation and invited to tour the storerooms of the
National Treasures. By reporting the discovery of the marine
assemblage to the Israel Antiquities Authority they have made it
possible for all of us to enjoy these spectacular remains from antiquity.
The public should be aware that it must report any artifacts it finds
immediately to the Marine Archaeology Unit of the Israel Antiquities
Authority in order to maximize our archaeological knowledge about
the site”.

While the new finds are still undergoing conservation treatment and
are being studied by the Israel Antiquities Authority, the cache of gold
coins that was discovered in the water off of Caesarea in the winter
of 2015 is already being displayed to the visiting public in the
Caesarea harbor as part of the experiential presentation entitled
“Time Travel”.

The director-general of the Caesarea Development Corporation, Mr.
Michael Kersenti, notes that the recent discoveries reiterate the
unigueness of Caesarea as an ancient port city with a history and
cultural heritage that continues to surprise us, when other parts of the
mysteries of its past are revealed in the sea and on land. The goal is
to present as many of the cultural treasures as possible, including
those that will be discovered in the future, to the numerous visitors
who come to Caesarea each year.
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Additional Historical Background: According Sharvit and Planer,
“The range of finds recovered from the sea reflects the large volume
of trade and the status of Caesarea’s harbor during this time, which
was known as period of economic and commercial stability in the
wake of the stability of the Roman Empire. The crew of the shipwreck
lived in a fascinating time in history that greatly influenced humanity —
the period when Christianity was on its way to becoming the official
religion of the Roman Empire. It was at this time that Emperor
Constantine put a halt to the policy of persecuting Christians, and the
faithful in Caesarea, as well as elsewhere in the Roman Empire, were
given the legitimacy to practice their belief through the famous Edict
of Milan that proclaimed Christianity was no longer a banned religion.
Later, Christianity was recognized as the official state religion, and it
was during Constantine’s reign that the fundamentals of the religion
were established.
https://knowridge.com/2016/12/spectacular-cargo-of-ancient-
shipwreck-found-in-caesarea/

Reprinted for educational purposes under the "fair use" provision of
the U.S. Copyright Act.

++++++++++
The following are the final chapters of the book From Rags to
Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters were published
in the Opal Express from January 2011 through Nov. 2013. The
Editor

From Rags to Riches

Chapter 63 Arrangement of the Share Cut

When | came back from White Dam with Gary, and | got home Chris
was waiting and | told her do not kiss or touch me till | got out of the
shower, | gave her my old clothes and told her to burn them.
Apparently Johnny didn’t tell Chris anything, which | was pleased
about. | got in the shower and | was scrubbing and scrubbing and still
could feel the dead stench. | sucked in hot water through my nose and
out of my mouth to flush the whole system.

Eventually | got out and had some fresh clothes on, it was about nine
pm Beatrix was in Bed the lad was asleep, and Johnny was sitting
there and looking disconcerted. | started to tell them everything, since
Chris did only know from Johnny that | went with Gary to help with
something. When | was finish Chris was in shock and asked me how
| feel about it, | told her how | felt, and now it is over, | told Johnny
about the 10 large jars of Opal he had, and | am a witness to the fact
that there was this Opal. Chris served me a nice piece of Pork Pie she
made, which was absolutely delicious.

Having my coffee and a slice of cake | started to say to Johnny,
“Tomorrow | want you to look at some of the back filled drives to see
if our traces are somewhere, don’t back fill just take some of the top
to expose the level and scratch a bit around and see if you can find
them again. If not then the day has come where we have to make
good our Handshake with the Pisani Brothers and organize the Share
Cut. Now as you know | am working and | am not there watching, so
it is entirely up to you to act for me.

Number one make sure they are starting very shallow and have a long
ramp, on both sided North and south, | want 100 feet in length and
two blades wide, which is about 50 feet, | don’'t want more than 6
inches on top of the level, you must check with your pick when you
get close, | think you know enough of Open Cut, and | don’t want to
teach Grandma to suck eggs, but we are getting only one shot at the
title here and if this gets stuffed up we had it we might as well catch
the next wave home with our tail between our legs.

Here it comes, you know what we have discussed you were at this
meeting, | told them of my do’s and don’ts, which you must reinforce,
if the ramps are too steep means we get less floor area, or the sides
taper meaning starting out two blades and the top and getting
narrower as they get deeper any of that happens to tell them to stop
and the deal is off, | did agree on anything saying they can try to
straighten it out. No. the deal is off.

“Johnny agreed, and replied, | will treat this matter just the way you
want it.” Great | replied. | will get in touch with Luigi, and organize a
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mutual suitable time; | try to get him to do it on Saturday or Sunday if
they are not too religiously and honor the “Sabbath”

If they don’t then | try to get it for next Sunday.” “Ok, guys lets hit the
sack, And hopefully tomorrow is a day with no problems, you let me
know if you found traces and if we can continue to work more
underground” | told Johnny.

We went to bed and | had bloody nightmares, | woke up sweating
more than usual, | went outside and sat there for a while and | can’t
help | keep seeing these body parts. Any how | went back Chris said,
“Can’t you sleep, night mares? “| agreed, but then | got off finally.

| woke up and | had this enormous appetite Chris made me a nice
breakfast and | got ready and told her “I be home tonight after the
shop as Johnny is just scouting and not mining.” She kissed me and
said “Have a great Day and bring some Steaks we did not have any
for some time”. | acknowledged and went to work. My mind was on
the Crypt and hopefully Johnny finds traces.

In the meantime | was also looking at our financial situation,
admittedly Chris came up with all the goods but | had some bills to
meet, | could not do any business with Laszlo with the FC as | don’t
have any Opal to offer him. | want to pay out the House, and | also
like to pay out the VW so | don'’t get into any trouble with it. Also we
owe the bill to the Port Augusta hospital, so when | total all up there
is the best part of $2,500 gone.

And we got about $3,300 if we sell the stones which Chris set aside.
I have to speak with her this evening and we have to make a decision
of what and whom we pay, | am in favor paying everyone which
means no one can call us up for any money. My Day was great, the
shop made profit; | made Sausages, and gave Doug my meat order,
got some T-Bones and went home.

Chris was over at Lorraine place and came as soon as she heard me
roll up.

Quick peck on the cheek, and | said catch and threw the meat parcel
which she cleverly caught. No sign of Johnny, | went in kissed the rest
of my family and sat Roger on my knee and did some horse riding
motions which made him giggle.

| said to Chris, “Darling we have to make a decision of what we going
to do with the moneys owed, as you know we have the house final
payment if we want to pay it out now instead of paying every month,
there is six month left, which $600 then | owe Laszlo $ 300, we also
owe the Port Augusta Hospital $ 900 we also on the VW $700 which
works out at $ 2,500 now if we pay out everything we owe nobody
anything. And we still have $ 800 left. | am getting $ 250 this should
cover everything like Gas, Fuel, Water, and | get the meat so all you
need is stuff for the children and any groceries for us, | think we still
should be able to put some money away.”

Chris said, “Sweetheart | appreciate the you consider me and involve
me in these decisions, but you know | always trusted you, and you did
not go wrong yet, so whatever you decide that is fine with me.” |
replied but if | make the wrong decision it could mean that we are
struggling to feed us, “Chris said that is one thing | know will never
happen. | am sure you will find enough Opal to sell to make up for it.
"OK darling, | decide we get rid of every debt we have, at least we
owe this place which means we have a roof over our head, | will
maintain the Job in the butchery even if we stop mining and have to
part with Johnny if it come to this if we cannot make ends meet.” But
at this moment | tell you none of these black things will happen,
because | know when we put the cut in my boat is coming home.
And all our worry is over and my dream fulfilled.”

So | organize to pay everyone and everything .She kissed me and |
got her to get me all the money and payment booklets etc.so | can do
this tomorrow.

In the meantime | heard the Ute arrive and Johnny came in. A nice
and friendly hello, and he said, “I bet you forgot something,” | said
what he replied we have the bucket of matrix still on the Ute,” | said “I
did forget about that bucket, well that's throws a different light on the
subject, | said”

What Subject Johnny asked, | told him about my decision of paying
out everything, he just acknowledged did not make any comment just
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said, “I am sure you make the right decision.” Good | said report,
anything exciting.” He replied,” You would not belief it, not a single
trace, all around | was gouging out as deep as | could reach in, nothing
not even potch, it is as if we are not in Opal ground, very strange. “So
looks like we have to make another decision.” Ok tomorrow you stay
home and start tumbling all the material and start sorting out and
cleaning the chips. “I go at lunchtime and see Luigi and organize to
have the cut put in.”

Johnny agreed and said as long as we get enough time to move the
machinery and the winch. | will ask Trevor and Rob if they could give
us a hand.”

Well we had the most fantastic Steaks with Mushrooms and some
lovely green Salad and a nice bottle of wine left over from Christmas.
We worked out our direction we are going to in the next few days.

| said | just go over to Trevor to see when they are able to help us.
Rob said,” just tell us the night before you want to move the gear and
we gladly give you guy’s a hand. | thanked him and went back to the
house, | told Johnny and he was pleased about this and of course |
try to organize the cut for Sunday. Tomorrow is Wednesday and so
we have a couple days left, to move the gear. | am hooked on Tee
Tree Hill, so | decided to send Johnny of on Thursday to look for
another shaft close by where we can continue if the cut turns out to
be a sizzler. | told him that before we retired to bed.

The next day at lunch time | went to the Post Office and got the money
off to the Hospital and AGC finance and to Harry for the House | went
then to Laszlo and paid him so this was all over | felt real good, no
bastard can come for any money we owe the house and everything
else. | went to the Tucker Box Restaurant that's where the Pisani
spend mainly their time, when | got there Steve the owner shook my
hand and ask what he can do for me, | told him | am on a lunch break
and would like to speak with Luigi or Giuseppe.

Steve showed me to the table where both had their lunch he also
asked when are you bringing your charming wife to my establishment,
| ignored the question and, politely | ask the Pisani Brothers if they
want me to come later so | do not encroach on their Lunch, Luigi said,
No way Peter come and join us and he shouted to Steve another glass
please Steve for Peter, | did not want to offend them so | accepted
and had a glass of Wine with them. Luigi poured and asked what can
we do for you Peter,” | replied and said “well | am ready to have you
do the cut, if possible this Sunday that is if you guys work on a
Sunday.” Giuseppe replied, “We work whenever work is to be done,
“I told them everything is ready they will have plenty room to push so
the ramps will not be too steep and | will be there with Johnny
watching the progress. “Does 7 am sound fair enough?” Luigi said. |
replied in my 3 word Italian” Vi ringrazio molto bene Luigi” which
means Thank you Luigi | am most grateful,” Lei parla italiano? Luigi
replied, which means “Do you speak lItalian?” “pochissimo, molto
poco.” Very little just basics,”

VI vedo domenica arrivederci” means | see you on Sunday, Bye for
now,” | said, walked out to the car | heard in the back ground
“Arrivederci.”

| am sure | left some impression, meaning that they will think |
understand what they will be talking about on Sunday. When | got
home after finishing at the Shop, | told my family what’s going on and
they were pleased and full of hope the same as | was. | asked Johnny
how his day was and he told me he has a lot of chips but before they
would be salable meaning so we get top dollar for it we have to clean
them. | said” fair enough so what's stopping you.” Johnny replied
“nothing, | just want to make sure where the priorities are, | feel when
we clean them up we can expect at least 15 ounces and | would be a
very bad judge if we don’t get at least 40 quid an ounce. “That’s great
| replied, well let’s leave that for the time being we have something
more important to attend to which is the Cut, we have to get him two
extra claims north and South so he can push the dirt gentle and build
a ramp not to steep otherwise we lose floor area which is precious
ground.” “I go and ask Trevor if they can help us move the gear on
Saturday, that gives you enough time to scout for a clean shaft which
we can use and it is not too far from the one where we think our Nest
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Egg is lying. “l went across to see Trevor and there was no objection,
we made arrangements we meet on Saturday morning at 8 am on my
claim to move everything.

The next day Johnny was scouting with a bar to put across a shaft
opening and on the bar was a rope with lots of knots in it attached to
climb up and down, we had invested in a Battery operated flashlight
which he is using.

Johnny came to the shop and told me he found a clean shaft and it
looks it was never opened up, It was two claims over to the west of
our original claim and it does not interfere with the cut, | told him well
pull the ladders and all the other gear and get it over to the new claim,
he told me we have no more pegs, | said “pile stones on top of each
other at the correct measurements and go home and get some timber
and put some in, if there is no timber at home go down to Dutton
Village and see Jack Dutton and ask him if he has some timber maybe
he even has some of the old pegs from previous tenants which left
the field.” Johnny left and organized what | asked him to do.

| finished at the Shop and went home and everyone else was, this
evening was quiet and the next day went with Johnny spending time
on cleaning the chips.

| just was sitting there and working out things for the future being
already November again and miners are leaving the fields as last year
and the year before. Again Ludwig left the generator with us for the
next three month, and we had 240 volt power again for a while.

The nights again starting to go unbearable with the heat, and it meant
many sleepless nights, this time Ludwig brought also the 25 liter drum
which connects with a hose to the fuel tank lid of the generator, so it
can be run for a long time something like 8 hours continuous and that
meant | could run a couple fans in the house to keep the children cool
and our self, and maybe one fan for Johnny.

| said to them” | will ask Doug from the Co-Op if he has any fans
anywhere in the meeting rooms since most members had gone also
there would be no need for them and maybe he let me use them.”
So we just had to suffer this day and Night, the next morning which
was Friday morning | got Johnny to fill the 25 liter Drum with Diesel
and then come to the Shop as | should have spoken by then with
Doug about some Fans.

Which | did and Doug managed to lend me three fans, One Pedestal
and two table fans, Johnny came and | gave him the fans and ask him
to get the generator set up and working and run the extension cords
from the generator to where ever Chris wanted them for the fans. He
obliged and that matter was taken care off as well.

This particular night was a real pleasure, having a wind blowing on
you and every one was sleeping for a change right through the night
before going to bed | went and saw Rob and reminded him for
tomorrow, he said he will bring the back hoe as he can lift the
compressor with it and drive it hanging from the link where the bucket
was normally and place it where we would like to have it. Well my
friend | will not interfere with you on | am sure you know what you will
be doing. | thanked him and went home and hit the sack myself, and
joined the other in a good and deep relaxing sleep.

The next morning the Generator was still working and it used about 5
liters of diesel fuel which was very economical. It was Saturday, | went
to the Shop, and Johnny went to the Claim to meet up with Trevor and
Rob, since Johnny knows exactly where the new Claim is he does not
need me for guidance or advise where to put the machinery and the
Winch.

By the time | got there which was about 2pm they were finish with
moving and setting up everything all they had to do is set up the
ladders and peg them against the shaft wall. | stammered, “You guys
are great, | cannot belief you did all this, including the shelter for the
compressor,” There it was all set up for operation. | went to FC and
got my weekend meat and gave it to Trevor and said “a small token
of appreciation, give it to Lorraine and she will make you a nice meal
for a couple of days.” Trevor replied, it is accepted and let's hope your
luck is with you tomorrow, | said thanks if you bored you can come
and watch and see what's going on. It does not matter what every
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time they finish with the dozer we work the claim with Lights if we have
to, | don’t leave it unattended.”

So we went home and Trevor and Rob drove the back hoe back to
their claim where they left their car.

When | got home Chris was having a nice meal ready and we sat and
talked and expressed our feelings for tomorrow, which could mean |
found and arrived at my destiny or | failed, with this claim. We toasted
each other and wished us good luck for tomorrow. Chris said “The
Children sleeping very well since the fan is working, that makes the
situation a bit more bearable.”

Darling | know, and tomorrow | will have to make the final decision
concerning the Quest for the Rainbow Rock. "Maybe Herman’s wife
Hilda was right in saying we all are crazy.” Chris came over and sat
on my lap, and said, “I have far more faith in my husband and | am
sure it will be fine tomorrow.” Let’s go to bed Darling.” Ok. | replied
scooped her up and carried her into the Bedroom, where the fan was
blowing air on our bodies.

e L e

Gem & Mineral Shows
More shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowState=ALL

January 2017

6-8—SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, Sonoma County Fairgrounds; 1350 Bennett Valley Rd; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-
6, Sun. 10-5; Admission: $7 weekend pass, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine
jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold
& silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from
around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door
prizes. ; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com;
Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com

13-15—DEL MAR, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc,
Del Mar Fairgrounds; 2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-
5; Admission: $7 weekend pass, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry,
precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver,
minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the
world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes.;
contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:
http://www.gemfaire.com

20-22—SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, Marin Center; 10 Avenue of the Flags; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Free
Admission; Fine jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of
beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices.
Exhibitors from around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop.
Free hourly door prizes.; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail:
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com

26-12—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Annual show; Eons Expos, Corner of I-10 and
22nd Street; 600 West 22nd Street; Daily 9-6, Fri. -, Sat. -, Sun. -; Free
Admission; Public welcome; Located on the Green shuttle route; the 7th
Annual 22nd Street Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show is in a colossal 250-yard
heated tent and features dinosaur exhibits as well as minerals, fossils,
meteorites, jewelry, cabochons, beads, carvings, silver, gold, coins, findings,
lapidary, related art, tools, equipment, rough, displays, books, and more. Retail
and wholesale. ; contact Heather Grana, 235 1st Street, Keyport, NJ 07735;
e-mail: Heather@EonsExpos.com; Web site: www.22ndStreet.Show
February 2017

3-5—ROSEVILLE, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc,
Placer County Fairgrounds; 800 All America City Blvd; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 10-5; Admission: $7 weekend pass, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine
jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold
& silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from
around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door
prizes.; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com;
Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com

49-12—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Annual show; Tucson Gem and Mineral Society,
Inc., Tucson Convention Center; 260 S. Church Avenue ; Thu. 10-6, Fri. 10-6,
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Admission $13, Children 14 and under free with a paying
adult; 63rd Annual Tucson Gem and Mineral Show® features: Exhibits from
private collections and museums from around the world. Lecture series based
on the theme of the Show "Mineral Treasures of the Midwest." Jr. Ed. Area
that provides children with a wealth of mineral and earth science information.
Sat. Night Program includes a silent auction, voice auction, slide competition,
awards ceremony, and buffet. This is an event that has something for
everyone, from the serious collector to the novice; minerals, jewelry, fossils,
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equipment, books, and more! The non-profit Tucson Gem and Mineral Society
uses the proceeds from the Show to further their mission; To encourage
interest and study in geology, mineralogy, lapidary, and allied earth sciences.;
contact TGMS Office, P.O. Box 42588, Tucson, AZ 85733, (520)-322-5773; e-
mail: tgms@tgms.org; Web site: www.tgms.org

10-12—QUARTZSITE, ARIZONA: Annual show; Quartzsite Gold Show, QIA;
235 N Ironwood; Fri. 9-4, Sat. 9-4, Sun. 9-3; Admission $5, Chidlren free;
There will be selling & demonstrating gold prospecting equipment, nuggets,
jewelry, coins and more. There will also be speakers, demonstrations,
questions and answers for metal detectors and other prospecting equipment.
Door Prizes including gold nuggets and metal detector. ; contact Richard
Trusty, PO Box 4051, Quartzsite, AZ 85359, (928)-927-5479; e-mail:
QuartzsiteAZGoldShow@gmail.com; Web site: quartzsiteazgoldshow.com
17-19—SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem
Faire Inc, Earl Warren Showgrounds; 3400 Calle Real; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 10-5; Admission: $7 weekend pass, Children free (ages 0-11);; contact
Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:
http://www.gemfaire.com

17-26—INDIO, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; San Gorgonio Mineral & Gem
Society, Riverside County Fair & Naional Date Festival; 82-503 Hwy 111, Gem
& Mineral Building; Fri. 10-10; Adults $9, Seniors $8, Students $7, Children
free under 5; display cases, free polished rock for children, demonstration
booth, geode cutting, 16 retail dealers selling fine jewelry, precious & semi-
precious gemstones, beads, crystals, minerals, fossils,geodes and much
more.; contact Bert Grisham, 1029 N. 8th St., Banning, CA 92220, (951)-849-
1674; e-mail: bert67 @verizon.net

18-19—ANTIOCH, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Antioch Lapidary Club,
Contra Costa County Fairgrounds; 1201 West 10th Street; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-

5; Admission $5, Children free; Jewelry, gems, findings, supplies, auction,
grab bags, exhibits and hands on projects for kids. ; contact Brenda Miguel,
425 Fulton Shipyard Rd., Antioch, CA 94509, (925)-301-6957; e-mail:
brenda.miguel@yahoo.com; Web site: www.antiochlapidaryclub.com
24-26—COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, OC Fair & Event Center; 88 Fair Dr; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5;
Admission: $7 weekend pass, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, precious
& semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals
& much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the world.
Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes.; contact
Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:
http://www.gemfaire.com

25-26—VALLEJO, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Vallejo Gem & Mineral
Society, Solano County Fairgrounds, Mc Cormack Hall; 900 Fairgrounds Dr.,;
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; Adults/Seniors $5, Children under 12 free; Artisan
Dealers, over 90 tables of gems, Minerals, Crystals, jade, turquoise, amber,
fossils, meteorites, beads, amber, fossils, rough rock and slabs. Silent auction,
grab bags, drawing prizes. ; contact Dan Wolke, 255 Essex Way, Benicia, CA
94510, (707)-334-2950; e-mail: dncwolke@sbcglobal.net; Web site:
vjgems.org

25-26—SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: Show and sale; Pacific Crystal
Guild, Fort Mason Center; 2 Marina Blvd; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; Admission $12,
Children free; Get ready for the 30th Anniversary of the San Francisco Crystal
Fair.; contact Jerry Tomlinson, PO Box 1371, Sausalito, CA 94966, (415)-383-
7837; e-mail: jerry@crystalfair.com; Web site: www.crystalfair.com

2016 Opal & Gem Show Dealer Information

Name Company Phone Email Web Page
Ken Gard Ken Gard (909) 624-1782 | kengard@roadrunner.com
Larry Hoskinson Australian Opal (310) 318-2170 | lesneff@aol.com
Stan McCall Custom Creative Gem (714) 220-9282 | custom-creative@earthlink.net http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
Cutting
Salvador R. Chavez | Casa De Lumbre (408) 926-7261 | zrchavez@shbcglobal.net
Matti Tikka Tikka Opals 61-7-55469324 | mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
Cary D. Harris GJG C. Harris & Co. (909) 992-2262 | CdHarrisgjg@aol.com
Inge Glidden Glidden Enterprises (760) 365-5733 | inge@gliddenenterprises.com http://www.gliddenenterprises.com

Scott S. Warner

Golden Dreams

(818) 846-0625

swarner@semprautilities.com

Pedro Banuelos

Los Laureles Opals Mex

(510) 393-6573

laurelesopalsmex@yahoo.com

Norbert Bernhardt

Pt Creations/Protool Co.

(714) 904-2181

ptinfo@ptcreations.net

http://www.ptcreations.net/

Bob Sanger BKW Opals (619) 594-4358 | solidopals@hotmail.com www.opalauctions.com/stores/solidopals/
Jim & Barbara Poor Boys Opals (386) 985-5376 | jimsgems@hotmail.com http://PoorBoysOpals.com
Runkle

Mike Woodward

Mike Woodward Photography

(310) 545-0678

Mike.city@gte.net

http://www.MikeWoodwardPhotography.com

Robert Shapiro

Robert Shapiro

(608) 233-0044

robert@boulderopal.com

http://www.boulderopal.com/

Gracie Hays The Gem Garden (760) 744-1000 | thegemgarden@pacbell.net www.shopthegemgarden.com
Gabriel Mosesson Ethiopian Imports (323) 516-9442 | gabrielmosesson@gmail.com http://www.ethiopiaimports.com
Edward Link The Gem Cutter Atelier (909) 256-2949 | thegemcuttersatelier@gmail.com | http://www.uplandgemplaza.com/#!the-gem-

cutters-atelier/gmuhf

Mayer Morchy

M Morchy & Assoc.

(714) 814-9981

mmorc@msn.com

Zarina Baig

Zarina Exotic Gems & Stones

(949) 294-6035

zarinabundeali@yahoo.com

Kathleen James

Kathleen James Studios

(714) 828-1251

kathy.james@juno.com

www.facebook.com/KathleenJamesStudios

Peter Baram

Stella Stones & Jewelry

(310) 376-5990

peterbaram@aol.com

Ed Quo Ed Quo Co. (714) 968-3400 | EDQ88222@aol.com
Yuging Yang J.Y. Gems, Inc. (626) 614-6478 | JYGems888@gmail.com
Beads U Need / ESAF M Inc. | (713) 534-3420 | beadsuneed@gmail.com
Fan Chong Diamond Bird Jewelry
Rebecca Burwell lan Barrett (503) 347-2098 | beckburwell3@gmail.com
Lee Jones Janu Gems (559) 789-1675 | shopping@leeandcathy.com http://www.janugems.com/
Christina Yorn Rock Angel Christinayorn@yahoo.com Www.shoprockangel.com
Adriano Sa Gemsminas (503) 347-2098

Mulugeter Rebeere

Ethiopia Gemstone Int. LLC

mulish2011@gmail.com

Hazrat Nazig

Gems N Minerals

Archna Mehta

Keva Krystals

keva.krystals@gmail.com

Mirwise Azam

Multicolor Gems & Minerals

mirwiseazam@gmail.com

Kazim Adam Sahara Treasures

Temsamani

William B Whalen The Old Man's Chest

Todd Wacks Tucson Todd's Gems (520) 275-3003 | toddwacks@gmail.com
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) ﬁmgUNT
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $30

SELECTONE | New MEMBERS $40

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE_(Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $10

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at

http://opalsociety.org/aos application by web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account
is membership@opalsociety.org.

NAME

BUSINESS NAME < NAME BADGE ORDER FORM:
YOU WISH IT TO APPEAR ON

CITY STATE YOUR BADGE using up to two
(2) lines of text for your name,

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) nickname, or name of your opal
related business.

PHONE - Home PHONE - Business FAX

¢ ) ¢ ) «C )

E-MAIL

WEBSITE

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information
above, please note that on the application.

O Address O Phone O E-mail O website

Please sign here: Date

The Opal Express is published monthly by Are Your Dues Due Now?
The American Opal Society. PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL.
Copyright 2017. Al rights reserved. , There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise Il membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are
_Resgrvec_l. . overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue.
Editor-Jim Pisani A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note,

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received
The Opal Express C/O you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is

Jim Pisani your responsibility to assure your dues are current.
P.O. Box 4875 Thank you,

Garde_n Gr_ove, CA 92842-4875 The Editor
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society
P.O. Box 4875 ‘January 2017
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
TO:
— GENERAL MEETINGS —
4th Wednesday of the Month
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM
Garden Grove Masonic Lodge
11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840
MEETING ACTIVITIES
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers,
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities
January 25" Meeting
We will have a
Round Table Group Chat
on OPAL! I
Katella Ave Bring your most interesting OPAL and
talk about your PASSION! o
-
3
s
&
Chapman Ave
2 S g
= 2 w
3
\m\ Acacip Parkway

Garden Grove Bl d1

Garden Grove Masonic
22 Freeway Lodge

rm— 11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840

Some Topics In This Issue: : .
. Mood-Transforming Opal Rings The Amerlcan Opal SOCIety

e Canada Jewelry Finds Inspiration in Opal

e Opal-Studded Meteorite Website: http://OpalSociety.org

e Opal Overhead

e Cargo of Ancient Shipwreck in Caesarea Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety
e Rags and Riches Ch. 63 Arrangement of

the Share Cut
e 2016 Opal & Gem Show Dealer Information

Pete Goetz President (714) 345-1449 email: mpg1022@aol.com

Russ Madsen Treasurer (562) 884-2254 email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net
Jim Pisani Editor & Webmaster (714) 815-4638 email: editor@opalsociety.org
Veronica Purpura Show Chairman (714) 501-9959 email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com
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