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President’s Message 
By Pete Goetz 

Greetings Opal Lovers... 
(OPAL LOVERS) (How’s that for a segue into February’s Prez 
message) 
50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE OPAL SOCIETY  

There’s been a few discussions about how we might recognize this 
50th Anniversary year of our organization. We are looking for input, 
volunteers, your thoughts your involvement with opal, the Queen of 
Gems. We need help making this happen, see if any of these 
connects for you. Prepare a history of the Opal Society. John Hall 
wrote one in 1977 marking the 10th year of AOS. Put together a 
special anniversary edition of the newsletter by providing Jim Pisani 
with a set of articles detailing accomplishments of the Opal Society, 
for example, the AOS opal evaluation system and many other opal 
landmarks to be found in great articles in the archives of the Opal 
Express. How about a write up about newsletter editors over the 
years? AOS Presidents? Did you know at one time there were several 
chapters of the Opal Society in various parts of the US? 
 
FEBRUARY MEETING Social Hour  

We are going to continue getting to know each other a little better. 
What’s on your bucket list? We also want to know what you think 
about ways to improve the show, the meetings, the membership 
experience. Bring your ideas, your likes and dislikes, there will be a 
quiz and a take-home exam (ok, only quiz at the meeting). 
We may have a special surprise guest. Don’t miss this meeting! 
 
CLUB BIZNESS 

Please note dues are increasing $5.00 per membership category. 
Newsletter dues renewal form and website are being updated as this 
Opal Express goes to print. Additional badges will now be $15.00 
each. 
We are considering putting an Opal Society case in the annual 
AFMS/CFMS Show in Ventura. Can you help with this? 
 
 

ANAHEIM ARTS COUNCIL Broadway Arts Show 

On February 18th the Arts Council will present a stage show titled 
Broadway Arts. Tickets are on sale at the website below. You will also 
find information about the show’s performers at the second website. 
This will be a variety show featuring many performers from national 
caliber entertainers to local talent.  See: 
http://www3.ticketon.com/event/broadway-arts/338851 
http://www.anaheimartscouncil.com/barts.php 
The evening’s program will also feature a silent auction with many 
great prizes for successful bidders ranging from tickets to a show on 
Broadway (in New York City) to hotel stays to discount cards for local 
restaurants. On behalf of the Opal Society, Stan McCall is providing 
an opal pendant (retail value $400). Furthermore, again on behalf of 
the Opal Society the Sycuan Golf Resort has provided a free round of 
golf foursome (value $400), two hours free golf lessons with PGA 
professional Bob Madsen (value $180) and a copy of Bob Madsen’s 
book, "Easy Bogey How To Break 90: The Authoritative Guide" (value 
$10). 
OPAL SHOW SUPPORT UPDATE 

2016 Show support fund reached $1,480. We are closing this 
outreach and again MANY THANKS to all who stepped up!!! 
 
JANUARY MEETING was quite interesting. We did something new, 

we had a round table discussion where each person talked a few 
minutes about how they got involved with opal. I noticed Russ Madsen 
writing notes and he will be putting together a series we’re calling 
Inside the Opal Min(d). Our first story is Jim Pisani. 
 
INSIDE THE OPAL MIN(D)  
Jim Pisani... 

...Jim’s story began with his first passion in recreation, scuba diving. 
Adventuring in scuba, it wasn’t long before Jim was diving at the Great 
Barrier Reef off the coast of Australia. This was close enough to the 
opal fields for Jim’s opal miner friend (and longtime AOS member), 
Ed Zutaut, to invite Jim to the tailings at Andamooka. They found 
some good opal!  
Was Jim hooked? On trips to Mammoth on Highway 14 Jim noticed a 
sign "OPAL –>>" pointing East into the desert North of Red Rock 
Canyon. Commenting about digging at Opal Canyon, Jim said 
something about this opal location to another friend, one Jim Hooke, 
who it turns out knew the site and had been there. Yes, it seems Jim 
Pisani was "Hooked" on opal. 
In due time, Jim learned about the Opal Society and attended his first 
meeting in 1998. In 2002, there was an opening for newsletter editor 
and Jim took over the position with the March 2002 issue. Jim has 
been the Opal Express editor to this day. Probably the longest tenure 
of anyone as Opal Express editor. The AOS is very much indebted to 
Jim for this service and for bringing the Opal Express into the modern 
era of club newsletters. In addition we have Jim to thank for building 

http://www3.ticketon.com/event/broadway-arts/338851
http://www.anaheimartscouncil.com/barts.php
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the AOS website, starting the AOS Facebook page and for 
maintaining the club database. Yeoman duty!  
Thank you, thank you, thank you (x4) ! ! !  
In addition to opal adventures in Australia, Jim has explored several 
opal deposits in the USA. Digging for opal in the Virgin Valley, 
northern Nevada - check. Opal Canyon, CA - check. Now for a 
surprise, Lead Pipe Springs, CA - check. For those not aware, this 
deposit is out of the public domain because it is within the boundary 
of Fort Irwin, Army base.  Jim was able to arrange a one-time visit and 
did locate specimens of opal with play of color. Finally, we aren’t going 
to talk about the potential of an opal deposit Jim has located, well, 
located somewhere in the Mojave Desert… to be continued… 
Tune in next month for a story about another of our fellow opalholics. 
Thank you! 
-Pete 
AOS President 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Members Only Website Password 
Name: “member“; Password: “opalholic”. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Important General Meeting Information 
The next General meeting will be Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2017. 
The General Meetings are held on: 

The Fourth (4th) Wednesday of the Month 

The location is: 
Garden Grove Masonic Center 
11270 Acacia Parkway 
Garden Grove, CA  92840 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Rare $675,000 Opal Makes Public Debut 
By Georgia McCafferty, CNN, Feb. 2, 2017 

 

 
A rare, $675,000 opal has gone on display at the South Australian Museum, 
the first time it's being shown in public since its discovery in 1946.  

 
(CNN)The world's finest uncut opal, a 998-gram gem called the Fire 
of Australia, has gone on permanent public display for the first time 
since its discovery more than 60 years ago.  
Valued at more than $675,000, the stone is the largest known high-
grade opal in the world, according to the gem's new owners, the South 
Australian Museum in Adelaide, Australia.  
"The Fire of Australia is around the size of a softball...and shows all 
the colors of the spectrum," museum director Brian Oldman told CNN, 
emphasizing the extreme rarity of the stone.  
"The opal is unique because of its high quality and large size. It throws 
off a lot of red, which is one of the indications of a highly valuable 
piece of opal."  
 
Desert Find 

The gem was first discovered in 1946 by miner Walter Bartram at the 
Eight Mile opal field in Coober Pedy -- a small desert town in South 
Australia famous for its opals.  

(South Australia, which encompasses a vast arid area in the south 
and middle of Australia, produces more than 90% of the world's 
precious opal, according to Oldman.)  
Oldman said it would have been part of a larger seam of opal that ran 
underground, and would have been extracted in pieces.  
Recognizing the uniqueness of the piece, the Bartram family, who 
own an opal mining and distribution business, held onto the piece. 
 
"The Bartrams polished two sides of the Fire of Australia, as they 
recognized that it was a significant discovery and wanted to show the 
quality of the opal," Oldman said.  
"Usually a large piece of opal doesn't get polished at all. Instead, it 
gets cut up for jewelry and then it gets polished." 
The stone remained in the family for more than 60 years, spending 
most of that time in a safety deposit box. But after loaning it out to the 
South Australian Museum for an exhibition, Walter Bartram's son, 
Alan, said the family decided to place the heirloom "in safe hands."  
"We've been long term supporters of the South Australian Museum 
and it seems fitting that it should be passed onto the people of South 
Australia to enjoy," he said in a statement. 
 
The South Australian Museum purchased the opal with an Australian 
government grant. The Fire of Australia will be on show in the 
museum's foyer until February 28, before taking its place alongside 
the museum's extensive permanent collection of Australian precious 
opal. 
 
Polished History 

Although impressive in its own right, the Fire of Australia is not the 
most valuable opal in existence. 
 
The largest and most valuable single piece of rough gem opal is the 
Olympic Australis, a 3.45-kilogram, 17,000-carat stone estimated to 
be worth about $1.9 million.  
The stone was purchased by Altmann + Cherny jewelers in 1956, and 
has been on display in their showroom in Sydney, Australia, ever 
since, according to Fiona Altmann. 
In terms of polished stone, the Virgin Rainbow, a rare crystal opal 
that's also owned by the South Australian Museum, is the world's 
most expensive opal on a per gram basis, valued at $750,000. 
 
More Photos from Article: 
 

 
The 998-gram gem, called the Fire of Australia, is the largest known piece of 
high grade opal in the world, according to the museum. "The Fire of Australia 
is around the size of a softball... and shows all the colors of the spectrum," 
museum director Brian Oldman told CNN.  First discovered in 1946 by miner 
Walter Bartram at the Eight Mile opal field in Coober Pedy -- a small desert 
town in northern South Australia famous for its opals. The opal remained in 
the Bartram family for more than 60 years. 

https://www.samuseum.sa.gov.au/media/53865/worlds-finest-piece-of-uncut-opal-finds-new-home-at-the-south-australian-museum
https://www.samuseum.sa.gov.au/media/53865/worlds-finest-piece-of-uncut-opal-finds-new-home-at-the-south-australian-museum
https://www.samuseum.sa.gov.au/
https://www.samuseum.sa.gov.au/
https://www.cooberpedy.sa.gov.au/tourism#.WImbt7Z95PU
http://www.opalsdownunder.com.au/learn-about-opals/introductory/famous-opals
http://www.altmanncherny.com.au/
http://www.samuseum.sa.gov.au/explore/exhibitions/opals/opals-media-releases
https://www.samuseum.sa.gov.au/media/53865/worlds-finest-piece-of-uncut-opal-finds-new-home-at-the-south-australian-museum
https://www.cooberpedy.sa.gov.au/tourism#.WImbt7Z95PU
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Opals are highly colored, semi-precious stones that form from closely packed 
silica deposits found in the dry ground of arid regions. 

 
Prized for its flashing, rainbow-like hues, the Gemological Institute of America 
(GIA) classifies the gem according to five main categories: fire opal, white opal, 
black opal, boulder opal and crystal opal. 

 
The outback mining town of Coober Pedy in South Australia supplies around 
90% of the world's opal supply.  

 

Here, an opal expert in Coober Pedy displays a harlequin crystal opal (left) 
and a boulder opal. 

 
The South Australian Museum has one of the world's largest opal collections, 
including this stone, called the Candle of Life. An opalized ancient cuttlefish 
fossil, this opal is similar to the Virgin Rainbow, but is not pure crystal opal. 

 
"South Australia has the perfect climate for opal creation and many of our 
pieces are the result of opal forming and replacing the fossils of ancient sea 
creatures" Oldman said. "So, where you see a specimen that seems to echo 
shapes of an ancient creature and pieces that look like a sea bed, like this 
Crouch opal, that is because our land made it possible for opal to form and fill 
in spaces left behind animals, water, shells, et cetera."  

 
The largest and most valuable single piece of rough gem opal is the Olympic 
Australis (not pictured), a 3.4 kilogram, 17,000 carat stone estimated to be 
worth about $1.9 million. 
 

 

https://www.gia.edu/
https://www.gia.edu/
https://www.gia.edu/opal-description
http://www.opalsdownunder.com.au/learn-about-opals/introductory/famous-opals
http://www.opalsdownunder.com.au/learn-about-opals/introductory/famous-opals
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In terms of polished stone, the Virgin Rainbow is the world's most expensive 
opal on a per gram basis. Valued at over $750,000, the opalized fossil 
(pictured) is the shape and size of an index finger, and was named for the 
multitude of colors that can be seen in the stone.  

 
From http://www.cnn.com/2017/02/02/luxury/fire-of-australia-opal-south-
australian-museum/?iid=ob_homepage_deskrecommended_pool 

 
Reprinted for educational purposes under the "fair use" provision of 
the U.S. Copyright Act. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Opal Miners Struggling to Meet Asian Demand, 
as Buyers 'Just About Beg' For Australian 
Stones 

By Carmen Brown, ABC Rural, 30 Jun 2016 

 
Chinese and Indian buyers are driving a revival in the Coober Pedy opal 
market. (James Jooste) 

 
South Australian opal miners are struggling to keep-up with surging 
export demand, as Chinese and Indian buyers scramble to buy up 
huge quantities of the precious gem.  
Over the past 18 months, the value of top quality black opal has 
almost doubled, with some buyers reported to be paying up to 
$12,000 per carat. 
The market turn-around has been welcomed in towns like Coober 
Pedy, in South Australia's remote far north, where the local economy 
centres on opal sales and opal-related tourism.  
However, John Dunstan from the Opal Miners Association said locals 
were frustrated they could not produce enough product to meet the 
demand.  
"The opal prices have gone through the roof, but we can't supply the 
market," he said. "India and China are buying heaps of opal, they're 
just about begging for it, and we can't find it, we just can't find enough 
for them. We've gone from around 800 miners in the 70s and 80s 
down to a struggling 100, so we just can't produce enough opal now. 
The opal fields around Coober Pedy have been worked out for a long 
time." 
Mr Dunstan said miners were being hampered by a lack of exploration 
investment, but were still attempting to find new fields on their own.  
"We've been digging around the edges, some of us have been going 
further out prospecting, trying to find new areas," he said. "It's very 
hard: it costs a lot of money to prospect, time, energy, breakdowns, 
all sorts.  Over the last 10 years I've found three new areas, but they 
are only what I call satellite fields — small areas, they produce about 
one million, two or three million [dollars] and it’s not enough.  We need 
an opal field to produce 200 or 300 million, then we'll be right." 
 

  
Locals say more young miners are needed to help ramp up production 
(Carmen Brown) 
 

Exploration investment needed to open new fields 

While some locals fear the town's opal supply was almost exhausted, 
others were more optimistic.  
Kenneth Helfand has mined the Coober Pedy fields since the 1970s, 
and believed there was still an ample supply of the gem to be found. 
"People talk and they say the opal has played out, but the opal hasn't 
been scratched," he said. "You look at the fields, they look busy with 
dirt on them, but dirt has been pushed out onto virgin ground."  
He agreed more work was needed to open up new fields however, in 
a bid to attract new miners and ramp-up production. 
But he said there was a lack of Government support for new 
exploration initiatives, and a perceived bias towards the corporate 
mineral producers.  
"New fields — there is a run of opal that goes probably from Woomera 
on up here to Coober Pedy. That's about 300 kilometres of ground," 
he said. "But our biggest fear right now are the big miners, because 
the big miners want to get rid of us, we're really a pain in their rear. 
"The Government doesn't give us support, because they have not 
been able to get their proper taxes from us — that goes back to how 
they tax us, and what they do. "So the potential here is incredible for 
opal: it has not been played out." 

 
Miners say they can't find enough opal to meet export market demand 
(Carmen Brown)  
 
From http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-01/opal-market-enjoys-booming-
demand-from-asian-markets/7560052 

 
Reprinted for educational purposes under the "fair use" provision of 
the U.S. Copyright Act. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

http://www.samuseum.sa.gov.au/explore/exhibitions/opals/opals-media-releases
http://www.cnn.com/2017/02/02/luxury/fire-of-australia-opal-south-australian-museum/?iid=ob_homepage_deskrecommended_pool
http://www.cnn.com/2017/02/02/luxury/fire-of-australia-opal-south-australian-museum/?iid=ob_homepage_deskrecommended_pool
http://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-01/opal-market-enjoys-booming-demand-from-asian-markets/7560052
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-01/opal-market-enjoys-booming-demand-from-asian-markets/7560052
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-01/coober-pedy-opals/7560266
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-01/coober-pedy-opal-fields/7559884
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-01/coober-pedy-diggings/7559874
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The following are the final chapters of the book From Rags to 
Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters were published 
in the Opal Express from February 2011 through Nov. 2013.  The 
Editor 
 
From Rags to Riches 

Chapter 64 - Excitement of the Share Cut 
 
Sunday morning was here and we were ready to go to the claim to 
meet with Luigi and Giuseppe, We left and arrived at the claim and 
there was no one here. 
We sat there and waiting for about 10 minutes, and then we heard 
this enormous growling sound and as it came closer the sound turned 
more into a whistle which is emanated from the D21 Dozer a monster 
of a machine. 
They got close to the claim and stopped and Luigi seems to be the 
driver jumped down and shook our hands and said Giuseppe is not 
far behind with the truck with a couple of 44 gallon diesel drums on it. 
I said to Luigi are you the driver, Luigi and said “Yes I am and I will 
follow your instruction implicitly.” 
Giuseppe arrived with his Utility with the fuel drums and shook also 
our hands and said Luigi will now what to do. I said Ok If you come 
with me I will show you what’s what and where is where, I pointed out 
to him about the shallow ramp and he has to push the dirt over two 
claims, I also showed him the width I expect, Johnny had made a line 
with Lime to show the boarder where the side of the cut starts and 
then 2 blades across. 
Luigi said “No Problem,” I told him Johnny is the spotter and watch 
the level, we don’t want more than about 6 inches of dirt on top. We 
went back to Giuseppe and I said, “My friends as discussed originally 
if you fail to produce this and you make errors during the operation, I 
will ask you to stop and our deal is over, do you understand what I am 
asking here, I cannot afford to have this claim destroyed. Because 
when you start pushing dirt you will find everything below which is not 
supported by a pillar etc. will collapse and we don’t have any tunnels 
and drives left to work in.” The claim becomes use less.” Luigi looked 
at Giuseppe and both said Ok, we understand and you will not have 
any problems with us in this respect.” 
“Ok my friends let’s get going and start,” I said. 
Luigi climbed up on the Dozer and started to bring the machine into 
position to make its first push along the lime line Johnny made for him. 
It is a great pleasure to watch a machine of this magnitude to perform 
its task that is if you interested in such an event. The 2000 horsepower 
12 Cylinder Detroit Diesel engine started to put the Tracks into motion 
with a powerful roar and the huge Blade lowers down till I hit the 
ground and started to scrape the surface and dug in, the dirt piled up 
in front of the blade and the D21 is pushing it along the two claims 
without any effort. It turned at the end of the claim on the spot and 
returned back and did the same in the opposite direction and you 
could see that it took off about one foot of dirt. Since we were working 
in 36 feet ground it will take quite some time, we were waiting for the 
dozer to return to the start position and Luigi stopped and came down, 
he said to us, “It will be quite a few hours before we have to start 
watching, If you guys got something else to do you can go and do it, 
come back about back by 2pm by then we should be closer to the 
result, I have the area now set out where to push to so I am ok with 
it.” I replied are you sure you be ok without any supervision,” Luigi 
replied,” I am ok with it,” Ok I want push the issue any further so you 
do the best and we shall be back about 2 pm.” I said to Johnny “let’s 
go and check out the new shaft, and open up and see if we can pick 
any traces.” Since all the gear was already there we just had to walk 
across and climb down. When we were at the claim, we checked in 
which direction we could drive without hitting a shaft for some 
distance, but there is no assurance that we would not hit another 
tunnel or drive. I ask Johnny “do you want me to go down first and 
start?  ”He said “No I go beauty before age,” and smiled. We started 
up the compressor and we pulled one Jack hammer hose up with the 
Hammer attached. 

The Lights were down, Johnny grabbed a couple pegs and went down 
and knocked the pegs in the wall and hung the lights on it. He checked 
to see the brown level which was very difficult to see as the grounds 
colour had changed after it had been exposed and sitting there with 
water running over when it was raining, After a couple hits with the 
pick Johnny found the level and unfortunately the shaft was not deep 
enough for standing up and working. 
He came up and told me he has to take the shaft down about three 
feet to make it a proposition, unless I decided to work on hands and 
knees again, I told him now way go and start digging, “I thought so” 
he said,” why did I bother to ask,” 
“Good Lad I replied just get on with it,” and smiled at him. He went 
down and I started to hear his Jack hammer kicking in. On one side 
the dozer sound on the other the Jack hammer sound, a lot of activity 
going on. Johnny was working feverishly in taking down the shaft 
bottom, I watched and could see he is ready to send up some dirt, he 
made a sign for a bucket and I told him to get up the ladder a few 
rungs just in case the bucket drops. I started up the winch and lowered 
a bucket and it just fitted past Johnny’s Body, he climbed down and 
filled the bucket climbed up and I pulled the bucket. I told him” go 
down and gouge out an opening in the direction we will work so he 
can get in there and hide while the buckets go up and down,” he tried 
to tell me it is not necessary he is ok, I said to him “Johnny while you 
are in my camp you follow my safety instructions to the letter. “There 
is no room for discussion, “Comprende Muchacho” he replied “since 
you put it like that I think I will oblige.” 
So down he went and he started to gouge out a niche in the side of 
the shaft, admittedly I took more time but we are safe in case the 
winch cable snaps or the bottom of the bucket drops out etc. After 
about a couple hours we had the shaft depth to what we wanted it so 
we can work standing up and driving tunnels. 
I told Johnny to come up and we change over, which he did and I went 
down, he was sweaty and sticky and full of dirt, as it was very hot the 
temperature would have been by now which was 10am already about 
30 degrees. 
I had a good suck on the water bag and said, smilingly” enjoy mate it 
is hot down there.” I know mate and I am sure I get my share ok. I got 
the down and grabbed the jack hammer and continued to gouge in 
the direction where Johnny made the opening, as I was working away 
the sweat started to pour forth and I got burning eyes, and grit in my 
mouth, but this did not deter my stamina, I was just thinking how the 
cut is coming along, the reason was there was not suggestion or 
anything else said by the brothers, they acted as if was trying to tell 
them their business, I just hope that I am wrong and they can 
complete what I want, but I have my reservations, I got in about 2 feet 
and we started to pull dirt, once cleaned up I continued to gouge after 
about three feet in to the side I was picking up a nice brown band and 
it was the level all the nice crunchy grittiness, I was hoping to pick up 
some potch or any other indication that there is some colour 
somewhere. 
It was twelve O’clock when we pulled the last lot and I showed Johnny 
the throat cut sign and he shut down the compressor. Once we 
stopped the engine noises we could hear the Sound of the dozer, 
Johnny asked me do you want to go and have a look,” I replied no, I 
don’t want to appear that I don’t trust them, to be honest I don’t, I hope 
they prove me wrong, they are nice guys, but they do not have the 
experience, and fooling around on some ground and make a fictitious 
cut does not constitute that they are having all the experience they 
need to be an Open Cut Guru.” ”Anyhow mate, go and get the 
sandwiches out of the FC please and let’s have lunch. Johnny went 
and came back shortly with our tucker and we sat down and ate. “Well 
in a couple hours we will know what we have left clear of our claim 
you know I am so convinced there is Opal in there. I just wish we were 
able to get it out from below,” I said. 
We finished our lunch and we decided to get back to our task and do 
a few more feet and then drop the level. 
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Johnny went down this time and started to hammer away; He came 
across a large boulder, and said I hope we don’t have a replay of what 
happened in the other shaft.” 
”He said not it is below the level and will come out without any 
problems.” He was right it was not hindrance, it fitted nicely in the 
bucket and I hoisted it up. Johnny was far enough in so I could go 
down and watch and maybe help, with moving some dirt with the 
shovel while he is gouging. 
We had so far 5 feet taken out and that was when I said to Johnny 
let’s take out the sides as far as we can reach so we have the 
mushroom shape and more level. I said to him, where is the Wind 
Shute, he replied on the back of the Ute, I said I go and get it, so we 
can put it up, to get a bit of air down while we gouging.” He agreed 
and said well as long as you can bring some wind with you.” Yes that’s 
right; I hope there is a breeze. 
“How about we clean up and you have a breather while I get it and 
put it up on the winch while we gouging.” 
Ok let’s do it and we cleaned up, I was shoveling and Johnny was 
pulling the buckets. 
When we were finish I went to the Ute and got the broom handle with 
the Shute wrapped around it and I went back and unwound it and 
dropped the sock down and made a trapeze with the winch cable and 
wedged the broom handle in the wires and the sock was ready to 
deliver some air to the bottom of the shaft. But no luck there was just 
sweltering heat and no movement of any air. But this did not stop us 
we started back with dirt and grit in all our bodily crevices, caked on 
dust from sweat and perspiration. 
At times like that I do get occasionally the thought of questioning my 
sanity, to put myself through this ordeal and also my family and a new 
born baby I am sure some people would call me mad and totally 
insensitive towards my family. But the driving force of finding this great 
parcel of Opal which could change the whole life of mine and my 
families, and that is what keeps me pushing these negative thoughts 
away. 
Anyhow time went by and it was just about 2 pm when I said to Johnny 
what you think shall we go and have a look to see how far he is.” 
Johnny agreed and we climbed up and shut down all our machinery. 
I stopped and said, “Johnny listen,” He replied “listen to what?” 
”Exactly where is the dozer sound.  ”Wow he replied, this does not 
look good,” We went to the Claim and we were standing about the 
middle of it on the side wall and looked, all what escaped from my 
throat was, “Oh my God, what the hell is going on?” 
There were to very steep ramps a floor area of 50 feet and the side 
walls tapered from a two blade width to one and a bit blade width,” I 
was speechless, There were 5 claims involved two each end for the 
ramps, and one claim for the floor level to give us the required area 
where we hope the pillar would be. 
I did not say a word to Johnny, I just got in the car and drove off, I 
went to town in the hope I can find them somewhere. I got to the Co-
Op and there were a couple guy’s there I asked them if they have 
seen Luigi or Giuseppe, one said, Yes I saw Giuseppe’s truck with a 
couple Drums on it at Gus Place. I thanked him and drove to Gus’s 
place, and yes there was the Ute. I pulled up and walked in, there was 
Ludwig and Klaus, Frank, Peppy, Laszlo I acknowledged all the guys 
and they returned my greeting. 
At the bar was Giuseppe with another fellow I never seen. I walked 
over there and said in a very loud and agitated voice, “Where the hell 
is Luigi he replied “Where else he is at your claim, ”I replied bullshit, 
he destroyed the 5 claims and just disappeared while we were 
working in the shaft, we made arrangements as you know to be at the 
cut at 2pm , when we got there the dozer and Luigi were gone, and 
he left a cut about 22 feet deep, two steep ramps which would be 
difficult to even get your D21 up on, he left about 50 feet of area and 
I am not sure if it is the area we wanted, plus he started at two blades 
wide and he finished with a blade and a bit, he did not have the 
decency or guts to come and say I stuffed up, he just sneaked away 
”You know I have to get someone in now and have him patching up 
what Luigi f…..d up.’ ”I should have listened to my inner voice which 

told me not to do it. Giuseppe I don’t wish to see Luigi or you near my 
claim, and you can rest assured if anyone ask how the cut went he 
will get the truth,” What I suggest to you is you take your Low Loader 
and put you D21 on it and head for Coober Pedy because after this 
no one will employ your service other than for pushing down trees, 
but there are none. ”As you can see all the people here have heard 
what went on, and I am sure they will come out to have a look and 
see how they can help me, and then they see it with their own eyes 
what a night mare you fellows put me into.” 
Giuseppe replied,” I am very sorry and I will speak with Luigi and have 
him come back to straighten out what was messed up.” “Sorry 
Giuseppe, no dice.” 
I walked away and joined the other guys, they ask me questions and 
I told them what happen. Just as I was going to say good night, in 
walks Allan McCormack, He joined us and he just picked up bits and 
pieces from this conversation, and he asked me what’s happened, I 
told him what went on and he replied,” I am really sorry I could not do 
the share cut with you, I could not afford the fuel. ”But what I can do 
for you is I come out tomorrow and have a look and tell you how many 
hours to give you as much area as possible, and I help you with a bit 
of a discount.” Actually I had a similar situation on White Dam with the 
Brothers, the charged $1,200. To put a cut in and stuffed it up and I 
had been called on to rectify it. They had their machine at the white 
dam and tried to get work there, but nobody had any money.” 
I said to Allan “if you can have a look and call in to the shop and let 
me know I be very grateful,” He nodded and I said good bye to the 
guys and went home. 
When I got home there was no sign of Johnny, I sat there with Chris 
and told her what went on, and she tried to comfort me. But nothing 
worked I was to angry, the main reason was because it had been 
done a sneaky way. 
Let’s see what Allan has to tell me tomorrow. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

New Look for Contra Luz Opal 
By Stan McCall 

 
By cabbing face and faceting the bottom, a new look can be created 
with Contra Luz opal.  The color play is from light coming from inside 
the stone.  It's really something!  

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Gem & Mineral Shows 
More shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowState=ALL 
 

February 2017 
17-19—SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem 
Faire Inc, Earl Warren Showgrounds; 3400 Calle Real; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, 
Sun. 10-5; Admission: $7 weekend pass, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine 
jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold 
& silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from 
around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door 
prizes. ; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; 
Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com 
17-26—INDIO, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; San Gorgonio Mineral & Gem 
Society, Riverside County Fair & Naional Date Festival; 82-503 Hwy 111, Gem 
& Mineral Building; Fri. 10-10; Adults $9, Seniors $8, Students $7, Children 
free under 5; display cases, free polished rock for children, demonstration 
booth, geode cutting, 16 retail dealers selling fine jewelry, precious & semi-
precious gemstones, beads, crystals, minerals, fossils,geodes and much 
more.; contact Bert Grisham, 1029 N. 8th St., Banning, CA 92220, (951)-849-
1674; e-mail: bert67@verizon.net 
18-19—ANTIOCH, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Antioch Lapidary Club, 
Contra Costa County Fairgrounds; 1201 West 10th Street; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-
5; Admission $5, Children free; Jewelry, gems, findings, supplies, auction, 
grab bags, exhibits and hands on projects for kids. ; contact Brenda Miguel, 
425 Fulton Shipyard Rd., Antioch, CA 94509, (925)-301-6957; e-mail: 
brenda.miguel@yahoo.com; Web site: www.antiochlapidaryclub.com 
24-26—COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire 
Inc, OC Fair & Event Center; 88 Fair Dr; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
Admission: $7 weekend pass, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, precious 
& semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals 
& much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the world. 
Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes.; contact 
Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: 
http://www.gemfaire.com 
24-26—PORTLAND, OREGON: Annual show; Oregon Agate and Mineral 
Society, OMSI (Oregon Museum of Science and Industry); 1945 SE Water 
Avenue; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; Free Admission; Oregon Agate & Mineral 
Society's Annual Rock Show is a free event with Demonstrations, Displays-
showcasing lapidary and creativity skills, Jewelry, Kid's Corner, Rock, Mineral, 
and Slab Sales, "Rock" Food Table, Touch Table, and much more! ; contact 
Sonia Watt, 2372 SE 46th Avenue, Portland, OR 97215; e-mail: 
justonemorerock@yahoo.com 
25-26—VALLEJO, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Vallejo Gem & Mineral 
Society, Solano County Fairgrounds, Mc Cormack Hall; 900 Fairgrounds Dr.,; 
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; Adults/Seniors $5, Children under 12 free; Artisan 
Dealers, over 90 tables of gems, Minerals, Crystals, jade, turquoise, amber, 
fossils, meteorites, beads, amber, fossils, rough rock and slabs. Silent auction, 
grab bags, drawing prizes. ; contact Dan Wolke, 255 Essex Way, Benicia, CA 
94510, (707)-334-2950; e-mail: dncwolke@sbcglobal.net; Web site: 
vjgems.org 
25-26—SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: Show and sale; Pacific Crystal 
Guild, Fort Mason Center; 2 Marina Blvd; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; Admission $12, 
Children free; Get ready for the 30th Anniversary of the San Francisco Crystal 
Fair. Fort Mason Center is hosting this crystal and gem extravaganza.Vendors 
from Asia, Europe, and Africa (as well as California artisans) will have awe-
inspiring products. Minerals, gems, beads, jewelry -an amazing array of 
merchandise, plus for your delight and entertainment, you can meet up with 
healers, psychics, aura readers, and get a good massage ; contact Jerry 
Tomlinson, PO Box 1371, Sausalito, CA 94966, (415)-383-7837; e-mail: 
jerry@crystalfair.com; Web site: www.crystalfair.com 
25-26—BOISE, IDAHO: Annual show; Idaho Gem Club, Expo Idaho; 5610 
Glenwood; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Admission $4, Children 12 & under free; We 
offer demonstrations, showcases, kids games, silent auction, & loads of 
vendors.; contact Brent Stewart, (208)-342-1151; e-mail: 
rocksbybrent@gmail.com 
March 2017 
3-5— NEWARK, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Mineral & Gem Society of 
Castro Valley, Newark Pavilion ; 6430 Thornton Ave.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 
10-5; Adults $10, Children free with adult; 69th annual show & sale of Mineral 
& Gem Society of Castro Valley. $10 weekend pass; under 13 free with adult. 
Dealers with minerals, rocks, gemstones, fossils, rough & cut stones, crystals, 
opals, faceted stones, beads, jewelry, lapidary equipment, jewelry making 
supplies, books. Over 40 lapidary, mineral, & fossil displays featuring Local Ice 
Age Fossils. Large Fluorescent Mineral display, and dealers. Lapidary 

Demonstrations, and membership info. ; contact Cathy Miller, CA, (510)-887-
9007; e-mail: dealerchair@mgscv.org; Web site: mgscv.org 
3-5—DEL MAR, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, Del 
Mar Fairgrounds; 2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
Admission $7 weekend pass, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, precious 
& semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals 
& much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the world. 
Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes. ; contact 
Yooy Nelson, 503-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: 
http://www.gemfaire.com 
4-5—ARCADIA, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Monrovia Rockhounds, LA 
County Arboretum & Botanic Gargen; 301 North Baldwin Ave.; Sat. 9-4:30 pm, 
Sun. 9-4:30 pm; Adults $9, Seniors/Students $6, Children $4; Display Cases, 
geode cracking, kid's corner, teacher's resource center, treasure wheel, raffle 
Free tumbled stone for each guest!; contact Jo Anna Ritchey, 224 Oaks Ave, 
Monrovia, CA 91016, (626)-359-1624; e-mail: joannaritchey@gmail.com; Web 
site: www.moroks.com 
4-5—CALDWELL, IDAHO: Annual show; Owhyee Gem & Mineral Socity, 
O'Conner Field House; 2200 Blaine; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Adults $4, Children 
11 and under free; 63rd Annual Rock and Gem Show. We will have: Dealers, 
demonstrators, door prizes every half hour, grand prize, show cases, black 
light display, silent auction, wheel of gems, sand dig, grab bags. ; contact 
Darell Ehlers, (208)-674-1213; e-mail: ddehlers@fmtc.com; Web site: 
Owyheerocks.com 
4-5—VENTURA, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Ventura Gem & Mineral 
Society, Ventura County Fairgrounds; 10 W. Harbor Blvd.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-
4; Free Admission; Exhibits of minerals, fossils & lapidary arts; on-going 
demos of lapidary arts & jewelry making; raffle & silent auctions; a "Country 
Store" white elephant sale & plant sale; kids' activities. A Southern California 
tradition for 55 years!; contact Terry Wilson, P.O. Box 1573, Ventura, CA 
93002, (805)-312-8467; e-mail: info@vgms.org; Web site: www.vgms.org 
4-5—LEMOORE, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Lemoore Gem and Mineral 
Club, Lemoore Trinity Hall; 470 Champion St.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; Free 
Admission; Gems and Minerals from around the world, fossils, jewelry , beads, 
lapidary supplies, and lapidary rough material.Door prizes and kids activities; 
contact Christopher Wertinberger, P.O. Box 443, Lemoore , CA 93245, (559)-
309-3433; e-mail: kim-morrell@hotmail.com 
9-12—DEMING, NEW MEXICO: Annual show; Deming Gem & Mineral 
Society, Inc., SW New Mexico State Fairgrounds, Deming; 4100 Raymond 
Reed Blvd.; Thu. 9-5, Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; Free Admission; 52nd Annual 
Rockhound Roundup Gem & Mineral Show and sale. Guided field trips, silent 
auction, Friday nite, live auction Saturday nite, geode cutting, educational 
displays, fossil digging for kids, jewelry & rock related items, lapidary 
equipment, coffee, donuts, breakfast and lunch available. ; contact Cindy 
Jordan, P.O. Box 1459, Deming, NM 88031, (575)-694-3598; e-mail: 
deminggrama@yahoo.com; Web site: theDGMS.com 
10-12—PLEASANTON, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire 
Inc, Alameda County Fairgrounds; 4501 Pleasanton Ave; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, 
Sun. 10-5; Admission $7 weekend pass, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine 
jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold 
& silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from 
around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door 
prizes. ; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; 
Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com 
10-12—HILLSBORO, OREGON: 59th Annual Rock & Mineral Show; Tualatin 
Valley Gem Club, Washington County Fairplex; On Cornell Road Across from 
Hillsboro Airport; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-5; $1 Admission, Children 12 and 
under free; Rocks & minerals, gems & jewelry, fossils & beads, dealers & 
supplies, door prizes, silent auction, demonstrations, exhibits, kid’s corner fun! 
; contact Rose Jackson, PO Box 641, Forest Grove, OR 97116; e-mail: 
info@tvrgc.org; Web site: www.tvrgc.org 
10-12—VICTORVILLE, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Victor Valley Gem and 
Mineral Club, Victorville; Stoddard Wells Road; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; 
Free Admission; Event is an outdoor/drycamping venue in Mojave desert 
beneath the Verde Antique Marble Quarry atop Stoddard Mtns.; contact Brett 
Ward, 15555 Main St., #D4, Hesperia, CA 92345, (760)-948-1232; e-mail: 
bretts88@verizon.net; Web site: www.vvgmc.org 
11-12—SAN MARINO, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Pasadena Lapidary 
Society, San Marino Masonic Center; 3130 Huntington Drive; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 
10-5; Free Admission; PLS' 59th Annual Tournament of Gems will feature 
Exhibits, Demonstrations and Dealers. There will be faceted gems, jewelry, 
minerals, beads, kids' games; grab bags, silent auction, free hourly door prize 
drawing, and raffle prizes!; contact Marcia Goetz, CA, 626-260-7239 or talk-
text to 727-512-0381; e-mail: pasadenalapidary@aol.com; Web site: 
www.pasadenalapidarysociety.org 
11-12—TURLOCK, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Turlock Gem Show, 
Stanislaus Fairgrounds; 900 N. Broadway; Sat. 10am-5pm, Sun. 10am-5pm; 

http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
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Admission: $6, Children under 12 free with paid adult; 51st Annual Rock, 
Mineral & Jewelry Show! Family event: Rocks, Minerals, Fossils, Jewelry, 
Beads, Fluorescents and more! Learn to make beautiful jewelry out of natural 
rocks and gemstones from our demonstrators. Children's Activities including 
making your own bracelet, and carving soapstone. We also have a Newly 
Expanded HUGE fluorescent display room. There are dealers selling rocks, 
minerals, fossils, jewelry, beads & supplies. We have much, much more... We 
would love to have you visit our show! See our website for more info and 
pictures! ; contact Bud & Terry McMillin, (209)-524-3494; e-mail: 
bud.mcmillin.b7yj@statefarm.com; Web site: www.turlockgemshow.com 

11-12—SPRECKELS, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Salinas Valley Rock and 
Gem, Spreckels Vets Hall; 5th and Llano Streets; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; 
Admission $2, Children free; Fun for the family, silent auction, snack bar, 
demonstrations, wheel of rocks, vendors, displays, hourly drawings, 
flourescent display.; contact Gary Beck, (831)-901-9845; e-mail: 
garybeckpca@yahoo.com; Web site: salinasrockandgem.pagecloud.com 
17-18—COLVILLE, WASHINGTON: Annual show; Panorama Gem and 
Mineral Club, Colville Ag and Trade Center; Colville Fair Grounds, 317 West 
Astor; Fri. 8:30-6, Sat. 9-5; Free Admission; contact Bill Allen, (509)-935-8779; 
e-mail: sagostore2@charter.net 

AOS Calendar - 2017 
Date Day Event Meeting Location Meeting Topic / Speaker 

01/23/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

01/25/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Round Table Group Chat  

02/20/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

02/22/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced 

03/20/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

03/22/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced 

04/17/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

04/26/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced 

05/15/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

05/24/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced 

06/19/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

06/28/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Live Opal Auction 

07/17/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

07/26/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced 

08/21/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

08/23/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal Cutting Seminar 

09/18/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

09/27/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal & Gem Show Work Session 

10/16/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

10/25/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal & Gem Show Preparation 

11/04/17 Saturday 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show Business Expo Center  50th Annual Opal & Gem Show 

11/05/17 Sunday 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show Business Expo Center  50th Annual Opal & Gem Show 

11/20/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

11/18/17 Saturday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal & Gem Show Recap / Possible Speaker 

12/25/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

12/27/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge AOS Christmas Party Potluck 

 

 

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 
Stan M. McCall 

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist 
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs 

Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing 
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones 

(714) 220-9282 

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630 
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/ 

custom-creative@earthlink.net 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available 

TIKKA OPALS 
E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au 

www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com 
phone: +61-7-55469324 
mobile: +61-417-421205 

Advertise in this Space! 
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month 
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month 

Half Page Size: $20 per month 
Full Page Size: $40 per month 

Contact: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 
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http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/Opal_Show_2016/opal_show_current.htm
http://www.businessexpocenter.com/
http://opalsociety.org/Opal_Show_2016/opal_show_current.htm
http://www.businessexpocenter.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
mailto:custom-creative@earthlink.net
mailto:mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
http://www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com/
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application 

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) 
AMOUNT 
PAID 

DUES: 
SELECT ONE 

RENEWING MEMBERS $35   

NEW MEMBERS $45   

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10   

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE (Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5   

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $15   

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:  

Dues and badge rates in effect as of March 1, 2017 

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to: 

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at 
http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal 
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account 
is membership@opalsociety.org.  

 

NAME 
 

BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX 

CITY STATE 

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) 

PHONE - Home 
(        ) 

PHONE - Business 
(        ) 

FAX 
(        ) 

E-MAIL 

WEBSITE 

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be 

included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information 
above, please note that on the application. 

 Address  Phone  E-mail  Website   

Please sign here: ________________________________________ Date _____________ 
 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 
The American Opal Society. 

Copyright 2017. All rights reserved. 
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise 

Reserved. 
Editor-Jim Pisani 

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

Are Your Dues Due Now? 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL. 
There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your 
membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are 
overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue. 
A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note, 
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received 
you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is 
your responsibility to assure your dues are current. 
Thank you, 
The Editor 

NAME BADGE ORDER FORM: 

 
PLEASE  PRINT  NAME  AS  
YOU  WISH  IT  TO  APPEAR  ON  
YOUR  BADGE  using  up  to  two  
(2)  lines  of  text  for  your  name,  
nickname,  or  name  of  your  opal  
related  business. 

http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm
mailto:membership@opalsociety.org
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 
P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 

Volume #50 Issue #2 
February 2017 

 

 

— GENERAL MEETINGS — 
4th  Wednesday of the Month 
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM 
 

Garden Grove Masonic Lodge 
11270 Acacia Pkwy 
Garden Grove, CA 92840 
 

MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 
 

 

 

 

Some Topics In This Issue: 
 Rare $675,000 Opal Makes Public Debut 

 Opal Miners Struggling to Meet Asian 
Demand 

 Chapter 64 - Excitement of the Share Cut 

 New Look for Contra Luz Opal 
 
 
 
 

The American Opal Society 
 

Website:  http://OpalSociety.org 
 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety 

Pete Goetz 
Russ Madsen 
Jim Pisani 
Veronica Purpura 

President 
Treasurer 
Editor & Webmaster 
Show Chairman 

(714) 345-1449 
(562) 884-2254 
(714) 815-4638 
(714) 501-9959 
 

email: mpg1022@aol.com 
email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net 
email: editor@opalsociety.org 
email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com 
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Acacia Parkway 

Garden Grove Masonic 
Lodge 

11270 Acacia Pkwy 
Garden Grove, CA 92840 

TO: 
 

February 22th Meeting 
TOPIC - AOS Improvement 

 Discuss ways to improve the show, meetings & 
membership experience. 

 We may have a special surprise guest. 

 Don’t miss this meeting! 

http://opalsociety.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety
mailto:mpg1022@aol.com
mailto:chairman2rgm@verizon.net
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
mailto:angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com

