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President’s Message
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By Pete Goetz
Hi all...
Let’s start this month’s message with a journey. Here’s the plan:

DESERT WILDFLOWERS: With this year’s precipitation, depending
on bloom conditions in specific desert areas, this year may be a great
time to make a trip to enjoy desert wild flowers. And now is the time!
Check out the website below and check out a favorite desert region.
http://www.desertusa.com/wildflo/ca.html

MARCH MEETING SPEAKER: Lucas Fassari will present a very
interesting talk on the topic of gemstone inclusions including a black
light demonstration.

Many thanks to Veronica Purpura for getting us started with a
calendar of meeting speakers for most of the year. Thanks also to Jim
and Karen Lambert for helping with scheduling speakers.

OPAL SHOW: Arrangements continue. We are thrilled to report
Veronica has signed up both a Gold Sponsor = Gem World (Edi Link)
and a Silver Sponsor = Gem Garden (Grace Hays). Dealer table
payments are starting to come in as well.

OPAL DISPLAY AT CFMS / AFMS SHOW: Again, we need help with
organizing an Opal Society case in the annual AFMS/CFMS Show in
Ventura. This is a combined state & national event. Guests attend
from all over the US. Can you help with this? Please contact any board
member or see us at the general meeting.

See you March 22 for the general meeting.
+++++++++H+ -+
Members Only Website Password

Name: “member®; Password: “opalholic”.
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Important General Meeting Information
The next General meeting will be Wednesday, Mar. 22, 2017.
The General Meetings are held on:
The Fourth (4'") Wednesday of the Month
The location is:
Garden Grove Masonic Center
11270 Acacia Parkway
Garden Grove, CA 92840
++++++H+

Inside The Opal Min(d): Pete Goetz...
By Russ Madsen

Pete shared with the group some of his rockhound pedigree which
goes back quite a way. Pete has a degree in geomorphology with a
minor in geology and minerals. He was doing a paper in college on
economics applied to geology and obtained topographic maps of San
Diego County. This led to a discovery of a garnet gem deposit which
Pete held under claim with a partner. The mine was known as the G
& M Garnet Mine. Pete is a qualified explosives handler, aka powder
monkey. Did you know according to Merriam-Webster the term
powder monkey was first used in 1697? But we digress.

30 years ago Pete started collecting coins and mineral specimens.
This led to involvement with clubs.

Pete began bringing field trips of rockhound clubs out to mineral
deposit sites where he had set charges and would dynamite a hillside
for the folks to search newly exposed ground. To quote Pete, “The
pay was pretty good.”

He was taking Walt Johnson'’s classes at Walker Jr HS and someone
in the class liked opal. Within a couple years of that moment Pete
joined the Opal Society and stepped up to his first term as AOS
President in February 2003. Pete is presently serving a second term
that began in March 2010! For those who like to keep track of things,
Pete has served as AOS president a total of 8 years. Pete’s is
probably the longest service to our club of any president in our 50
year history.

When he joined AOS, Pete, like most of the rest of us, knew very little
about the Queen of Gems. He now has a well-equipped lapidary set
up and looks forward in his retirement to having more time for cutting,
polishing and metalsmithing. Pete seems to have an uncanny knack
for finding high grade pieces of rough which he enlists the skills of
Stan McCall for finishing. His most recent stunning opal was named
Pete’s Surprise by yours truly. See photos and a video of this fine
stone on the AOS Facebook page.

There’s really no way to overstate all that Pete has done for the Opal
Society. We are most grateful to you, Pete!!!

Tune in next month for a story about another of our fellow opalholics.
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Anaheim Arts Council gala fundraiser Broadway Arts sterling silver|
and opal pendant by Stan McCall donated in behalf of the Opal
Society on display at event silent auction. (Photo by Russ Madsen)

Arts Council Gala Fund Raiser Event

By Russ Madsen
During the Broadway Arts Show we were able to help with the silent
auction and Stan McCall was present to inform visitors about the opal
pendant which he created as part of the donation package AOS
provided to the event.

A

Arts Council gala fundraiser Broadway Arts beautiful opal pendant
donated by Stan McCall (Photo by Russ Madsen)
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Anaheim Arts Council Broadway Arts Gala Fundraiser.
Russ Madsen)

M

COUNCIL

Silent auction sterling silver and opal pendant winner with Stan
McCall (Photo by Russ Madsen)

+++++
The following are the final chapters of the book From Rags to
Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters were published
in the Opal Express from March 2011 through Nov. 2013. The
Editor

From Rags to Riches

Chapter 65 - Rebuilding the Cut

Monday morning the beginning of another week, | was in the shop
and did what | had to do but my mind was not on the job. | was
anxiously waiting for Allan McCormack to call in and give me the bad
and hopefully some good news.

By 12:00 noon | was ready to shut the shop for the lunch break which
was till 2 pm. | decided to drive to the claim and see if Allan was still
there.

| arrived and there was our Ute and next to it was Allan’s table top
truck.

| walked on to the claim and | saw Allan down in the cut and looking
and walking around and up the ramp. he was stepping out the
distance of the floor length and width. | shouted a greeting and he
turned around and he shook his head and said,” | have seen a similar
scenario at White Dam,” But this looks worse the reason is he made
the ramps so steep which makes me wonder if my D9 is able to climb
them, if | try to give you a longer floor area then | have to start from
the top of the ramp and push the dirt of on to the next claim over so |
can bring more dirt from the steep ramp to reduce the climb and that
takes some time, | would have to do this on both sides, | checked the
claims they are not pegged so we can push dirt on it, on the sides |
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have to start from the top and work my way down till | got the slant
taken out of both sides. Once that is done then we can concentrate
on the actual floor and try to take it down to six to eight inches above
the level. “I think | could give you about 60 feet in length and about 30
feet across give or take a few inches,” | replied “ have you got any
Idea how much that would cost me,?” Allan looked at me and said “I
feel real sorry for you guys but this is not an ordinary straight forward
cut which it would have been in the beginning.” It will take me at least
two full days of 8 hours each, this is 16 hours plus Diesel; | could not
do it cheaper than $80 an hour which make it $1,280 Dollars or let's
say a round figure of $ 1, 200,” Bloody Hell” | exclaimed, Allan replied,”
Peter if it would be a normal quote for someone else | would charge
him at least $ 1500.00,”Ok, so how much notice do you need?” |
asked, and Allan replied. “It has to be soon as | am leaving also for
the Christmas break.” | said” | will let you know by the week end and
if | say go ahead will you start straight away”.

He replied the following Day, no matter if weekend or not.” | thanked
him and | said | have to go back to the shop. | told Johnny to keep
working the same way as with the other shaft and tunnels, Allan left
and Johnny went to the shaft and | went back to the shop.

My brain has gone into overdrive, | know after paying everything all
we have left is $ 800.00 which is not enough to cover the cut cost, |
was getting angry and of course blaming myself for not staying with
Luigi to guide or stop him before any damage. | never have been
involved with a cut; | just stopped sometimes and watched Allan how
he maneuvered the Dozer, so obviously | expected that anyone who
owns such a huge machine would know what to do with it. Well it is
no good crying over spilled milk, it could have been worse.

After | closed the shop | went to the claim and helped Johnny for a
couple hours to clear out again and he has now covered eight foot
and he is ready to drop the level, he did not come across any traces
at all, it did not look good.

I am normally the very positive person and always perk the others up.
But today it is not working; | started to get faint regrets, and kept
thinking should | not have done all these things and purchases ., and
saved the money and just worked in the shop and when there was
enough savings to go back to Sydney or Adelaide .

We finished at the claim, | drove home, and Johnny shut down
everything and came a little later. At home | did not fail my fatherly
duties to pay attention to my children, but again my mind was not in
it.

Little Roger is getting a happy little fellow and he is not a winging child
which please me a lot, | was really blessed of having such a great
family, a very loving and good looking wife, two lovely kids and a real
good friend and Partner. When | thought of all this, | kept telling myself
don’t put your misery on to them, Keep telling them everything is fine
and great and we will make it and my Pot of Gold is just about ready
to be discovered and my dream fulfilled.

We were sitting and having dinner when we heard a commotion
outside as people were driving past our place toward the Hospital, |
went outside and there was Peppy with Karl in an old Ute, and when
they saw me they stopped and Peppy said, “Peter do you remember
Sergei,?” | replied “You mean Kruschev’ Peppy said yes, He had a
fight at the Tucker box and has been stabbed, Steve just brought him
up here to the hospital he is bleeding like a stuck pig.” | said,” what
happened, “a Card game has gone wrong.

A Greek fellow | don't know his name he is a mate of Steve
Costopolous from Dutton Village, you used to work with him at one
time. He accused Kruschev of cheating, and Sergei did not like it so
he picked him up and held him in the air and shook him, the Greek
took out a knife and stabbed him a couple of times in the gut. ‘I just
said” what a place, by the way what brings you here? "Peppy said, we
got Kruschevs gear and money, and brought it up to the hospital in
case he asks for it.” | replied, | don’t know him to well so | don’t think
I go and visit, and further more | am sure they are working on him. |
hate to think what Sergei is doing to this guy when he is well again.”
Peppy replied the Greek is already in custody, Gary and Roger came
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and picked the fellow up from the Tucker Box, he will be charged with
grievous bodily harm.”

| continued, “How are you doing Peppy,” he replied, “I got Karl to join
me which takes a lot of hard work off Anna, | have known Karl for a
long time and he would never do the dirty on me, we are on traces
again, and able to sell some which makes a hell of a difference with
everything from food and rent. ” | said to Peppy, | am pleased for you,
why don’t you come after you finish your work to my claim one day |
like to show you something and make you proposition, no strings
attached.” Peppy replied, what's that all about?” it is about
machinery.” | will tell you more when you come, any day we are
always there until about five or six pm.” Peppy said” Ok see you
sometimes this week. "I nodded and said give Anna my regards, “and
they went on their way to the Hospital.” | went back in the house and
said, “I like Peppy he is a real hard working and honest guy.

“I have been told that Peter Schultz is selling a complete mining set
up, A four cylinder diesel Broom Wade Compressor with 250cft output
which is on wheels ready to tow, 2 rolls of 200 feet air hoses 3 jack
hammers complete with spikes, spades, drills, chisels, a complete
winch with masts guys and a Briggs and Stratton 4 stroke 6 hp motor,
24 six foot pipes with the screw in joining union for bucket slides, picks
and shovels loads of buckets, a Concrete Mixer with a Villiers motor,
the whole lot is $3,000 dollars, and | would love to buy it, when we put
the cut in and we are successful then | will buy the equipment and |
sell our existing equipment to Peppy and Anna and they can pay it off
to me whenever they have any money to do so.”

Anyhow, here it is what we are going to do.” We will work the claim
we just opened for this week and hopefully we find some salable
material we can sell to cover the balance of the money to do the cut.”
| will get Allan to do it this Friday and Saturday, and when he is
finished we start to work on itimmediately. We will bring the Generator
and lights, Chris you get some bedding together for the children as
you will be there as well, we have lots of Sandwiches and Black coffee
so we can last throughout the night if we have to, we do not leave any
untouched ground, the way we will work it Johnny you work from the
North towards South and | work from South towards North and we
shall meet in the middle, we pick from one side across to the other
side that way we cover every inch and nothing shall escape us.”
That sounds very scientific,” What about the compressor?” Johnny
asked, | replied there will no jack hammer | make sure that Allan does
not leave too much on top, we will crawling on our knees like a couple
of old moles and picking away like old chooks.” This will be a Pick and
Screw Driver Job.” So that’s it, we finish this week on Friday and on
Saturday you watch Allan and | will get there after the shop closes.”
“Now tell me Johnny how did we finish up with the Chips and the
material you tumbled, and the Matrix in the bucket from the Crypt?”
He replied | have three large Nescafé Jars full about 15 ounces in
each, the matrix there is a lot but not very strong in colour, we have
to have it treated to see if it is going to bring any money, | think this is
the reason, why it was still in the crypt the rest was just potch with no
salable traces of colour.. "Ok | replied, we will not go and sell the Chips
we wait to see if something can be added as the week is progressing
and with some luck we pick up traces again.” So no one has any
objection or any other kind of Input to my suggestion and decision. ‘I
got a combined, “No everything sounds ok and | am sure you know
what you are doing,” Good | said, this is our plan, we finish off on
Thursday and on Friday Allan will fix up the cut.” Chris said,” We don't
have the money,” | said, Darling this is the first time in my life where |
make a decision to do something with not covering the outcome. ”I|
am sure when the time comes to pay | will have the money.” Chris
turned to me and for the first time she expressed a real concern for
my decision. I just kissed her on the Cheek and said,”

Darling don’t worry, have | ever failed you?” She said no but this time
it does not involve just us it involves someone else here on the field,
who did express he cannot do anything for nothing, and you will let
him belief when you tell him to start that he will get his money when
he finishes the Job, and obviously he trusts you.” | said “lets cross the
bridge when we get there,” | replied.
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We left it at that and we finished this night with a little tension, In Bed
| cuddled Chris and | assured her that everything will be fine, in the
event there is nothing coming out of the cut, | will borrow the balance
of the money which is $400 from Doug McCallum and repay it weekly
at the rate of $50 per week that takes me 8 weeks to pay it back, If
the worst comes to the worst we will have to sell all the stones you
collected and want to keep for us. But | assure you it will not come to
this.” She snuggled in to my shoulder and said “I hope so,” ” She
kissed me gentle and said, | should realize you always came through.”
So put it out of your mind and let’s have some sleep and dream about
this Cut which is holding the answer to my Quest.” Chris smiled and |
could feel her body getting heavier and the gentle breathing as she
was falling in to a deep sleep.

The rest of the week went by with very little activity meaning we did
not pick up anything at all, to be honest we both did not feel too excited
about it, since we are looking forward to working the cut where the
pillar was which was having all these traces and they did not
disappear and | am sure will lead to something.

On Thursday Lunch time | went to see Allan and ask him if he can
start tomorrow, He agreed and said he just finished servicing the
machine and she is ready for action.

I went back and finished my work and drove out to the claim an there
was Johnny hoisting up a bucket and in there was not the normal type
of mullock it was full of boulders and rocks, and when he tipped it out
we looked and there were some seams in most of them, | said,” that
could be something,” and Johnny said he dropped the level and there
were potch traces appearing. | told him let’s take them home and split
them to see what we got if anything. That was what we did when we
got home | got a cold chisel and a hammer a\nd we started splitting
the boulders and Rocks, there were 6 of them from a small size to the
size of a football. The first had potch on both sides after | split it. The
next one the same again no colour but good thick potch, this went on
right to the football, which after splitting had a beautiful skin of opal
and that turned out to be a magnificent painted lady and surely worth
some money.

| told Chris of what’s going on and said, | bring some cold meat and
Bread on Friday so she can make the Sandwiches. She says “So it's
finally happening”

| said” yes darling this is it.” All three of us were quite excited all the
worry about how we pay for it does not exist. We were sitting after the
dinner and dreaming aloud what we do with the money when we find
certain amounts, it was refreshing to see what each of us would do, if
we get say for instance a $100.000, after this exciting evening we all
went to bed and kept the dream alive.

4+

KYOCERA Kyoto Opal Used in Textile for First
Time, Provides Seven-Color Sparkle

Nov. 14, 2016
Japanese traditional dyeing technique meets Kyocera’s
proprietary opal technology to create new colorful scarf to
represent Kyoto

KYOTO, Japan - (BUSINESS WIRE) -

Kyocera Corporation
(NYSE:KYO)(TOKYO:6971) {g KYOCERd
announced that its proprietary

synthetic opal material, “Kyoto Opal,”

is being utilized in a textile for the first time. As part of the Hashiru
Nippon-Ichi, a program promoting Japanese souvenirs, the “Kyoto
Playful Opal Color Hand-Printed Scarf” was selected for the “Old
Capitals: Kyoto and Nara” project. The program is developed by the
JR-West Group and Nakagawa Masashichi Shoten, a 300-year old
company manufacturing ramie cloth in Nara Prefecture. The new
scarf was launched last month and will be available until late-February
on the Sanyo Shinkansen train and “JAPANSQUARE,” an online
store delivering Japan-made items around the world. The opal
material sparkles in seven colors depending on the angle, with the
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Kyoto Playful Opal Color Hand-Printed Scarf with Kyoto Opal
material (Photo: Business Wire)

white and pink base appearing in different lights. The new scarf
integrates Kyocera’s fine ceramic technology with Japanese
traditional dyeing techniques to provide a special souvenir for visitors
to Japan.

The concept of the “Kyoto Playful Opal Color Hand-Printed” scarf was
inspired by Kyoto’s traditional culture of dressing in layered kimonos
to enjoy the contrast of colors. The scarf is dyed white and pale pink
tones to suggest winter snow and budding cherry blossoms with
resplendent opal accents in a variety of rich and subtle hues. The
powdered Kyoto Opal is blended with the fabric dye to enable printing
the opal directly on the fabric. The dyeing itself is performed one piece
at a time by artisans from Some Komori in Kyoto.

About Kyoto Opal

“Kyoto Opal” is a term of endearment for the synthetic opal material
developed by Kyocera in Kyoto, Japan. Seeming identical to naturally
occurring opal, Kyoto Opal overcomes the gem’s inherent brittleness,
which tends to split and crack, enabling the material to be cut into
diverse shapes. It can be used in a wide variety of applications
providing rich and subtle hues and tints with special coloring
techniques. Kyocera’s proprietary technology features a unique
aesthetic quality that cannot be duplicated by other molded resin-
based products.

Kyocera has been providing opal gemstones worldwide since 1992,
launching the “Kyoto Opal” brand in Japan in 2008 as a unique
decorative material. Since then, it has been utilized in a growing range
of products available in Japan and other markets, including Casio’s
SHEEN lineup*.

A watch winder case with lacquer and Kyoto Opal by INOUE Inc, a
specialized manufacturer of Buddhist altars, will be displayed at the
exhibition held by Japan Creative Centre under the theme of “The
Encounter of Japan’s Traditional Crafts and Design” in Singapore
from November 17-19. Designed by Kenji Omachi, a top lacquer work
artist from Kyoto, the glossy lacquer piece with opal’s unique subtle
hues add a touch of elegance befitting a fine watch case.
*“SHEEN?” is a registered trademark of Casio Computer Co., Ltd.

To purchase Kyoto Playful Opal Color Hand-Printed Scarf on
JAPANSQUARE, please visit:
http://www.japansquare.com/product.asp?shocd=W14324

About KYOCERA

Kyocera Corporation (NYSE:KYO)(TOKYO:6971)
(http://global.kyocera.com/), the parent and global headquarters of
the Kyocera Group, was founded in 1959 as a producer of fine
ceramics (also known as “advanced ceramics”). By combining these
engineered materials with metals and integrating them with other
technologies, Kyocera has become a leading supplier of electronic
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http://www.businesswire.com/
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http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yu-nakagawa.co.jp%2Fen%2F&esheet=51459822&newsitemid=20161114005614&lan=en-US&anchor=Nakagawa+Masashichi+Shoten&index=2&md5=e24c96c98a59cd8799efd02412aeb46d
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.japansquare.com%2Fnavi%2Fspecial.asp%3Fid%3Djn_1506_1&esheet=51459822&newsitemid=20161114005614&lan=en-US&anchor=JAPANSQUARE&index=3&md5=5de1f8a0106cd7f7376863032d0f7b9f
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fglobal.kyocera.com%2Fnews%2F2012%2F0303_opca.html&esheet=51459822&newsitemid=20161114005614&lan=en-US&anchor=SHEEN+lineup&index=4&md5=974630a92e101dd586075cc2cb9feb2c
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sg.emb-japan.go.jp%2FJCC%2F&esheet=51459822&newsitemid=20161114005614&lan=en-US&anchor=Japan+Creative+Centre&index=5&md5=e062bcaeeeffe6de10e2e93ebfce0ef7
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sg.emb-japan.go.jp%2FJCC%2Finvite_watchwinder_2016.jpg&esheet=51459822&newsitemid=20161114005614&lan=en-US&anchor=The+Encounter+of+Japan%27s+Traditional+Crafts+and+Design&index=6&md5=361863f6ee5152a7a673c9ce224e23bc
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sg.emb-japan.go.jp%2FJCC%2Finvite_watchwinder_2016.jpg&esheet=51459822&newsitemid=20161114005614&lan=en-US&anchor=The+Encounter+of+Japan%27s+Traditional+Crafts+and+Design&index=6&md5=361863f6ee5152a7a673c9ce224e23bc
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.japansquare.com%2Fproduct.asp%3Fshocd%3DW14324&esheet=51459822&newsitemid=20161114005614&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.japansquare.com%2Fproduct.asp%3Fshocd%3DW14324&index=7&md5=b99c5cc1ce5e414c4276f1225924ab4c
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fglobal.kyocera.com%2Fcompany%2Findex.html&esheet=51459822&newsitemid=20161114005614&lan=en-US&anchor=About+KYOCERA&index=8&md5=d8937d7a341ab51861a705b1d5a4cead
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fglobal.kyocera.com%2F&esheet=51459822&newsitemid=20161114005614&lan=en-US&anchor=Kyocera+Corporation&index=9&md5=2ec48c77acfab8a359d19302ef626d5c
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fglobal.kyocera.com%2F&esheet=51459822&newsitemid=20161114005614&lan=en-US&anchor=http%3A%2F%2Fglobal.kyocera.com%2F&index=10&md5=b059faa6c93eb6de8f0e2ac0577dc412
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fglobal.kyocera.com%2Ffcworld%2F&esheet=51459822&newsitemid=20161114005614&lan=en-US&anchor=fine+ceramics&index=11&md5=eb610ee5a6c6549866df6d63350a6e5f
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fglobal.kyocera.com%2Ffcworld%2F&esheet=51459822&newsitemid=20161114005614&lan=en-US&anchor=fine+ceramics&index=11&md5=eb610ee5a6c6549866df6d63350a6e5f
http://mms.businesswire.com/media/20161114005614/en/554907/5/Kyoto_Playful_Opal_Color_Hand-Printed_Scarf_with_Kyoto_Opal_material.jpg?download=1
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20161114005614/en/3927664/KYOCERA-Kyoto-Opal-Textile-Time-Seven-Color-Sparkle

components, printers, copiers, solar power generating systems,
mobile phones, semiconductor packages, cutting tools and industrial
ceramics. During the year ended March 31, 2016, the company’s net

sales totaled 1.48 trillion yen (approx. USD13.1 billion). Kyocera .

appears on the 2014 and 2015 listings of the “Top 100 Global

Innovators” by Thomson Reuters, and is ranked #531 on Forbes

magazine’s 2016 “Global 2000” listing of the world’s largest publicly
traded companies.

Contacts
KYOCERA Corporation (Japan)
Natsuki Doi, +81-(0)75-604-3416
Corporate Communications
webmaster.pressgl@kyocera.jp
Fax: +81-(0)75-604-3516

From
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20161114005614/en/KYOCERA-
Kyoto-Opal-Textile-Time-Seven-Color-Sparkle

Reprinted for educational purposes under the "fair use" provision of
the U.S. Copyright Act.
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The Giant Nephrite Jade Road in Canada

y trade experts—
was discovered in 2000. The 18-ton boulder was split in half for carving.
Courtesy of Jade West Group.

Jade is a commercial term encompassing green, white, black or
yellow-brown material that consists either of Na-rich pyroxene
(jadeite) or prismatic to acicular amphiboles of the tremolite-actinolite
series that form bundles that are randomly oriented and interlocked
(nephrite).

Nephrite is tougher (harder to break) than jadeite material. Its fracture
strength is about 200 MN/m2 whereas that of jadeite is about 100
MN/m2. On the other hand, jadeite material is harder (7 compared to

6.5 on the Mohs scale).
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Typical Locality of the BC Jade

Jade In British Columbia

Jade was first identified in Canada by Chinese settlers in 1886 in
British Columbia. At this time jade was considered worthless as they
were searching for gold. Jade was not commercialized in Canada until
the 1970s. The mining business Loex James Ltd., which was started
by two Californians, began commercial mining of Canadian jade in
1972.

There are over fifty known nephrite occurrences in British Columbia.
These are located in the Cassiar, Cry and Dease Lake, and Mount
Ogden areas, as well as in Southern British Columbia. These
occurrences consist of individual blocks, boulder fields, talus blocks,
and in situ occurrences. Most of the in situ occurrences are lens or
cigar shaped.

They occur at or near the contacts of ultramafic/mafic rocks (mainly
serpentinites) with cherts, and other metasedimentary or igneous
felsic rocks of oceanic terranes such as the Cache Creek
(Mississippian to Jurassic) and Slide Mountain (Devonian to Permian)
terranes. These contacts are commonly interpreted as shear/fault
related. In general, it is believed that the British Columbia nephrite
formed by metasomatic exchange between ultramafic and
silicabearing rocks. Impurities in the nephrite are spinel group
minerals (chromite, magnetite, picolite), diopside, uvarovite, titanite,
chlorite and talc.

Until the 1960s, almost all of the nephrite produced in British
Columbia came from secondary deposits. With the rapid expansion of
amateur lapidary activity after World War Il, production in British
Columbia’s jade fields picked up and they became the most important
suppliers. About the same time, markets opened up in Germany and
the Orient. Mining activity gradually depleted the secondary deposits,
but increasing values led to further exploration. These efforts
uncovered primary deposits adjacent to the Fraser River area in
southern British Columbia, the Mount Ogden area in central British
Columbia, and the Cassiar jade fields in the far north. Today, British
Jade West Group, founded in 1981, is the biggest player in green
nephrite mining and trading in British Columbia. Kirk Makepeace, the
company’s founder, is an avid promoter of the stone. He started with
a summer job as a jade driller.
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Nephrite in British Columbia.

Nephrite mining in British Columbia is very challenging. Winters are
long and harshly cold, and deposits are remote, so mining can only
happen during the short summer season, about 60 days a year.
Almost all of the secondary deposits are exhausted, so current mining
is almost all from primary deposits. Transporting the heavy equipment
to the mining sites is backbreaking work.

et

Ne‘bhrite‘l\‘/lined In British Coihmbié Canada

Jade West uses diamond-coated circular and wire saws and modern
high-pressure hydraulic splitters to remove the nephrite from the
mountain and saw it into pieces of a manageable size. Nephrite’s
excellent toughness makes it extremely difficult to break out of the
rock. While blasting had been used in the past, Jade West no longer
uses explosives.

Nephrite deposits range from 12 inches to 12 feet wide. The wider
deposits are very challenging to quarry. Nephrite boulders on the
surface sometimes reach weights of 200 tons and are rarely under
100 pounds, but Jade West tries to limit the weight of its boulders to
five tons, which is a reasonable size for them to mine, handle, and
transport on trucks to the nearest town, about 100 miles away. The
average weight is two tons, a size that satisfies most of the carving
factories in China.

References:

Jade (Nephrite) In British Columbia, Canada By Kirk Makepeace and
George J. Simandl

The Nephrite Jade Road: Evolution of the Green Nephrite Market. GIA
Jade on Wikipedia

Read more at http://www.geologyin.com/2016/12/the-giant-nephrite-
jade-road-in-canada.html#0GcLwkv7pvDWAIc4.99
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Inheriting a National Treasure: Aunt Jane
Austen's Ring

By Brian Gaffney, Feb. 25, 2017
Nicky Gottelier of Oxfordshire, England didn’t think of her family
heirloom as a national treasure.
“That never crossed my mind,” she says of the gold-and-turquoise
ring passed down to her from her great-great-great-great-great aunt
— the celebrated novelist Jane Austen.
Gottelier talks about the ring — and the uproar when it sold at auction
to American pop star Kelly Clarkson — on the latest episode of Strange
Inheritance with Jamie Colby.
It's the first interview given about her famous forebear’s ring, which
she kept hidden in a dresser for more than 30 years.
“In those days, you didn’t really brag about the fact that | was a five
times great-niece of Jane’s.”
The ring is one the few possessions still around that belonged to the
famed author of Pride and Prejudice, Sense and Sensibility and
Emma. Austen died in 1817.
‘It's extraordinary how little trace she’s left, except in our
imaginations,” said Philippa Granville, an historian of English art.
Austen’s stories — originally published anonymously -- use biting wit
and irony to show how polite society worked at the turn of the 19th
century. In the 200 years since she died, Austen has become one of
literature’s most beloved novelists, a fixture on college reading lists —
and the inspiration for an ever-growing number of movies and
television series.
Gottelier inherited the ring from her father in 1981 — then stowed it
away while she raised her two sons.
“I couldn’t have it out. We had two small boys, and lots of people come
into the house. Anything could have happened to it,” she tells Colby.
“To all intents and purposes, for a long time, it was pretty well
forgotten about.”
Despite their ancestor’s enduring fame, neither of Gotellier’s sons was
particularly interested in keeping the heirloom. “I thought, there’s no
point in hanging onto it forever,” Gotellier says of her decision to sell
the ring. “Now she is really big all over the world -- let's see what
happens. | could do with it what | wanted.”
Not quite, it turns out.
Gotellier first offered the ring to the Jane Austen’s House Museum in
Chawton, Hampshire, but it didn’t have the budget to acquire it. When
she then put it up for auction, it sold for approximately $250,000 to
former American Idol Kelly Clarkson.
The British government immediately stepped in, declaring the ring a
national treasure and halting the sale.
“I totally agree it is a national treasure for you all,” said Clarkson. “But
| kind of felt like they maybe should have claimed that before | bought
it.”
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(Stacey Young)

Given a second chance to keep the ring in England, donors put up the
cash to buy it back from Clarkson and gave it to the Jane Austen’s
House Museum

“I would have much rather poor Kelly had kept it because she was
such a fan, but it did finish up at the museum, which is actually where
I would have liked it to have gone in the first place.”

From http://www.foxbusiness.com/features/2017/02/25/inheriting-
national-treasure-aunt-jane-austens-ring.html

Reprinted for educational purposes under the "fair use" provision of
the U.S. Copyright Act.
+4++++++++++

Gem & Mineral Shows
More shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowState=ALL

March 2017

17-19—SPANISH FORK, UTAH: Annual show; Timpanogos Gem and Mineral
Society, Spanish Fork Fairgrounds; 475 South Main Street; Fri. 10-7, Sat. 10-
7, Sun. 10-5; free; Each attendee receives a free polished rock of their choice.
The show consists of dealers, display cases, a Wheel of fortune booth, a rock
sale booth, a junior booth screening sand for topaz, a grab bag booth (the face
of one rock is polished for each bag sold), a rock and bone touch table, a raffle
every 1/2 hour, demonstration booths, a membership booth, a concession
booth to purchase food, and of course Mr. Bones walking around as a
dinosaur; contact Karl Powell, (801)-766-8705; e-mail: karllp@hotmail.com
18-19—COTTONWOOD, ARIZONA: Annual show; CKM Productions, LLC.,
Mingus Union High School; 1801 East Fir Street; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4;
Admission $3, Children under 12 free; Our planet has many amazing treasures
that are hidden, in many cases, just beneath our feet. Almost every country in
the world has been able to unearth unique specimens specific to their locale,
and the earth’s bounty from much of the world will be on display and available
for sale at the show. Vendors from across the region will be offering unique
and interesting mineral specimens, crystals, gemstones, jewelry, findings,
beads, fossils, and cutting material at competitive prices. Many of our artisans
have created original jewelry designs, and our gem and mineral vendors will
have specimens on display in both the rough and cut-and-polished states. ;
contact Greg Capatch; e-mail: gregcapatch@yahoo.com; Web site:
https://www.facebook.com/CKMProductionsLLC/

25-26—BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON: 55th Annual Rock and Gem Show;
25-26—ROSEVILLE, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Roseville Rock Rollers
Gem and Mineral Society, Placer County Fairgrounds in Roseville; 800 All
America City Blvd.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; Adults $6, Seniors $5, Children 12
and under free; The BIG show — 55th annual show!! A fun family event, with
educational activities, and many exhibits, throughout the fairgrounds - Rain or
shine. "Education Station" is the place to be for kids, scouts, and students,
exploring the science behind rocks, minerals, geology, and fossils! Free
Parking!! — 4 buildings, plus outside grounds, vendors inside and outside,
featuring: Crystals, Fossils, Minerals, Brilliant Ethiopian Opal, Gold Nuggets,
Beads, Gemstones, Gold Panning - take home real gold! Mining Equipment,
Meteorites, & for Kids “Education Station" is the place to be!! Also; Polished
Stones, Jade, Opal, World Class Mineral Specimens, Petrified Wood. Bring
your Rocks, Gems, Minerals, Meteorites, and Treasures. Raffle Prizes - Hourly
Door Prizes - Fabulous Food!; contact Gloria Marie, PO Box 452, Roseville,
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CA 95661, (916)-216-1114; e-mail: gloriarosevillerockrollers@gmail.com;
Web site: http://www.rockrollers.com/show.html

25-26—ANTHEM, ARIZONA: Annual show; Daisy Mountain Rock and Mineral
Club, Boulder Creek High School; 40404 N. Gavilan Peak Pkwy; Sat. 9-5, Sun.
9-4; Adults $3, Students/Seniors $2, Children under 12 free; Kids Corner,
fluorescent display, fossils, minerals Jewelry, beads wire wrapping, geodes,
raffles; contact Ed Winbourne, 1717 west Medinah Ct, Anthem, AZ 85086,
(978)-460-1528; e-mail: ewinbourne@gmail.com; Web site: Daisy Mountain
rock and Mineral Club.org

25-26—ANGELS CAMP, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Calaveras Gem and
Mineral Society, Calaveras County Fairgrounds; 101 Frogtown Rd. ; Sat. 10-
5, Sun. 10-4; Admisison $5, Children 12 and under free; contact Anna
Christiansen, 245 N.6th Ave, Oakdale, CA 95361, (209)-847-1173; e-mail:
annachristiansen7132@comcast.net; Web site:
calaverasgemandmingersociety.org

25-26—ANGELS CAMP, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Calaveras Gem and
Mineral Society, Calaveras County Fairgrounds; 101 Frogtown Rd; Sat. 10-5,
Sun. 10-4; Admission $5, Children under 12 w/paying adult; World class
dealers will offer great values on top quality gems, minerals, jewelry, beads,
fossils, Petrified wood, fluorescents, lapidary material, equipment, books and
supplies and service. Talented demonstrators will show how lapidary and
jewelry items are made. Outstanding case displays will feature fine mineral, ;
contact Anna Chriatiansen, 245 N 6th Ave, Oakdale, CA 95361, (209)-847-
1173; e-mail: annachristiansen7132@comcast.net; Web site:
www.calaverasgemandmineral.org

March 2017-April 2017

30-2—JOSHUA TREE, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; JT Sportsmans Club,
Sportsmans Club; 6225 Sunburst Ave; Daily 8-6; Free Admission; Wholesale
and retail show; our 47 year year host a show in Joshua Tree California, We
now added a spring show. Fine jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones,
millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals & much more at a great
prices. Exhibitors from around the world. Jewelry repair & cleaning while you
shop. ; contact Wayne Hamilton, 6225 Sunburst Ave, Joshua Tree, CA 92252,
(760)-366-2915; e-mail: jtsportsmans@ymail.com; Web site:
www.jtsportsmans.com

30-2—JOSHUA TREE, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Sportsman’s Club of
Joshua Tree, Sportsman’s Club; 6225 Sunburst Street; Daily 9-6; Free
Admission; Dealers featuring rocks, minerals, fossils, gemstones, jewelry,
beads, lapidary supplies & items, mining equipment, gemstone rough,
findings, geodes, slabs, meteorites, dazzling crystals, carvings, jewelry boxes,
New Age items, gifts, collectibles, books, tools And so much more!; contact
Wayne Hamilton, 6225 Sunburst Street, Joshua Tree, CA 92252, (760)-366-
2915; e-mail: jtsportsmans@ymail.com; Web site: jtsportsmansclub.com
1-2—CHICO, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Paradise Gem & Mineral Club,
Silver Dollar Fairground; 2357 Fair Street; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; Adults $4,
Children under 16 free; There will be lapidary, fossil and mineral exhibits, a
Silent Auction, thunder egg cutting, science demonstrations, student and
children activities, rock identification, half hour drawings, plant and book sale
and a Raffle. Lunch is available. Dealers in gems, minerals, fossils, beads,
crystals, finished jewelry, jewelry making supplies, tools, rough rock, slabs, ;
contact Kevin Wright, 3373 Rabbit Road, Oroville, CA 95966, (530)-990-0211;
e-mail: agateorca@ix.netcom.com; Web site: pgmclub.wix.com

1-2—SWEET HOME, OREGON: 69th Annual Sweet Home Show ; Sweet
Home Rock and Mineral Society, Sweet Home High School Gym; 1641 Long
Street; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Adults .50, Children 12 and under with an adult
admission; contact Ed Anderson, (541)-944-2124; e-mail:
eladrocks@gmail.com

1-2—CENTRAL POINT, OREGON: Annual show; Roxy Ann Gem and Mineral
Society , Jackson county fairgrounds; 1 Penninger rd, Olsrud Arena; Sat. 9-5,
Sun. 10-4; Adults $5, Seniors $3, Students $2; We will have a good variety of
vendors selling everything from rough rock to finished jewelry. Door prizes,
raffle, silent auction, lapidary demonstrations and so much more; contact
Kelsie Troxell, 2002 Scenic ave, central point, OR 97502, (541)-324-7375;
Web site: Www.craterrock.com

1-2—TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; South Bay Lapidary & Mineral
Society, Ken Miller Recreation Center; 3341 Torrance Boulevard; Sat. 10-5,
Sun. 10-4; Free Admission; South Bay Lapidary & Mineral Society’s 68th
Annual Show; Show "Nature's Treasures". Artisan's Gift Shop, fluorescent
mineral exhibit, demonstrations, children's activities, prize drawings, door
prizes, slabs, lots of rough rock, used equipment, books, magazines, silent
auction, and visit our Kitchen for the best chili and desserts in town.; contact
Nancy Pekarek, Torrance, CA, (310)-257-8152; e-mail:
pekareks@hotmail.com; Web site:
www.southbaylapidaryandmineralsociety.com
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1-2—DES PLAINES, ILLINOIS: Retail show; The Des Plaines Valley
Geological Society, Des Plaines Park Dist Leisure Center; 2222 Birch St; Sat.
9:30-5, Sun. 10-4; Adults $3, Seniors $2, Students $1, Children under 12 free;
There will be live demonstrations, educational exhibits, raffle, silent auction,
gold panning and fine gem, mineral, fossil and jewelry dealers. ; contact Lois

Adults $6, Children 11 and under free; Nebraska Rocks! Nebraska Gem Dig
free, come and pick up some great rock from the pile. Bring a copy of this ad
for $1.00 off a adult admission. Or bring a can of food for the $1.00 off donation
to the Lincoln Food Bank. Scouts free if in uniform and with a group leader. ;
contact James Marburger, PO Box 64, Hickman, NE 68372, (402)-430-6703;

Zima, Des Plaines, IL, (847)-298-4653 e-mail: james.marburger@outlook.com; Web site:
1-2—LINCOLN, NEBRASKA: Annual show; Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club, https://www.lincolngemmineralclub.org/
Inc., Lancaster County Event Center; 84th and Havelock; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5;
AOS Calendar - 2017
Date Day Event Meeting Location Meeting Topic / Speaker
01/23/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
01/25/17 Wednesday | AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Round Table Group Chat
02/20/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
02/22/17 Wednesday | AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | AOS Improvement
03/20/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
03/22/17 Wednesday | AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge Lucas Fassari on Gemstone Inclusions
04/17/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
04/26/17 Wednesday | AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge Linda Queally
05/15/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
05/24/17 Wednesday | AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Jim Bowden on Meteorites
06/19/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
06/28/17 Wednesday | AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Live Opal Auction
07/17/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
07/26/17 Wednesday | AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge Leslie Neff & Larry Hoskinson
08/21/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
08/23/17 Wednesday | AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Opal Cutting Seminar
09/18/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
09/27/17 Wednesday | AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Opal & Gem Show Work Session
10/16/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
10/25/17 Wednesday | AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Opal & Gem Show Preparation
11/04/17 Saturday 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show Business Expo Center 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show
11/05/17 Sunday 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show Business Expo Center 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show
11/20/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
11/18/17 Saturday AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Opal & Gem Show Recap / Possible Speaker
12/25/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
12/27/17 Wednesday | AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | AOS Christmas Party Potluck
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: M&M Gold PayDirt
Money Orders Welcome®

Custom Creative Gem Cutting

Stan M. McCall
Lapidary and Jewelry Artist

Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs

Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing

Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones

(714) 220-9282

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/

custom-creative@earthlink.net

1/4 Lb Bag $10.00 + $2.00'S/H
1/2 Lb Bag $20.00 + $3.00 S/H

1Lb Bag $30.00 +355.00 S/H
Bag $40.00 % $5.00 S/H a

Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available

TIKKA OPALS

E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com
phone: +61-7-55469324
mobile: +61-417-421205

Advertise in this Space!
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month

Half Page Size: $20 per month

Full Page Size: $40 per month

Contact:
The Opal Express C/O
Jim Pisani
P.O. Box 4875
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) ﬁmgUNT
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $35

SELECTONE | New MEMBERS $45

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE_(Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $15

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:

Dues and badge rates in effect as of March 1, 2017

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:
American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at

http://opalsociety.org/aos application by web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account
is membership@opalsociety.orqg.

NAME
LT

BUSINESS NAME < NAME BADGE ORDER FORM:

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX PLEASE PRINT NAME AS
YOU WISH IT TO APPEAR ON

CITY STATE YOUR BADGE using up to two
(2) lines of text for your name,

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) nickname, or name of your opal
related business.

PHONE - Home PHONE - Business FAX

( ) ( ) ( )

E-MAIL

WEBSITE

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information
above, please note that on the application.

OAddress O Phone O E-mail O website

Please sign here: Date

The Opal Express is published monthly by Are Your Dues Due Now?
The American Opal Society. PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL.
Copyright 2017. All rights reserved. . There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise Il membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are

Reserved. overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue.
Editor-Jim Pisani A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note,

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received
The Opal Express C/O you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is

Jim Pisani your responsibility to assure your dues are current.
P.O. Box 4875 Thank you,

Gardgn Grpve, CA 92842-4875 The Editor
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express Volume #50 Issue #3

Garden Grove Bl d1

American Opal Society
P.O. Box 4875 MarCh 2017
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
TO:
— GENERAL MEETINGS —
4th Wednesday of the Month
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM
Garden Grove Masonic Lodge
11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840
MEETING ACTIVITIES
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers,
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities
March 22t Meeting
Lucas Fassari on
Gemstone Inclusions
Katella Ave
(6]
\‘
I
D
(9]
=
QD
<
Chapman Ave
p O
5 = |7 S
c 2 w
3
\m\ Acacip Parkway

Garden Grove Masonic
22 Freeway Lodge

rm— 11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840

Some Topics In This Issue: The American Opal Society

Inside The Opal Min(d): Pete Goetz

Arts Council Gala Fund Raiser Event

Rags to Riches, Ch. 65 Rebuilding the Cut Website: http://OpalSociety.org

KYOCERA Kyoto Opal Used in Textile

Giant Nephrite Jade Road in Canada Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety
National Treasure: Jane Austen's Ring

Pete Goetz President (714) 345-1449 email: mpg1022@aol.com

Russ Madsen Treasurer (562) 884-2254 email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net
Jim Pisani Editor & Webmaster (714) 815-4638 email: editor@opalsociety.org
Veronica Purpura Show Chairman (714) 501-9959 email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com
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