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President’s Message

By Pete Goetz
May Meeting Topic: Mysteries of Meteorites
Please join us at the next General Meeting on Wednesday, May 24"
at 7:00 p.m. Meetings are the 4" Wednesday of the month and are
generally two hours. Bring your opals for show and tell. If you have
questions about opals, our members are very knowledgeable and can
answer any questions you may have.
Our guest speaker for May is Jim Bowden, who will give a lecture on
the “Mysteries of Meteorites”. If you've ever wondered about these
rocks from our solar system, wonder no more! Jim will answer any
questions you have about this fascinating subject. In addition to his
presentation, Jim will have a display for us to enjoy and will also have
items for sale. In the past these items have included knapped stone
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tools, carved antlers and other very cool products. This will be a great
meeting — one that you won’t want to miss!

The American Opal Society meets at the Garden Grove Masonic
Lodge on 11270 Acacia Parkway, Garden Grove, CA 92840.
Refreshments will be served — hope to see you there!

Weekend Events: Imaginology

We had a fantastic time at the OC Fair Imaginology event, Friday
Saturday Sunday April 21-22-23. This event filled four of the county
fair buildings plus many booths in the walk ways and areas between
the buildings including our Opal Society booth. Many thanks to
Veronica Purpura for getting this arranged.

The AOS booth (see photos) was outside next to the main event
buildings. It looked great and Veronica, Pete, Corey Kuepper, Jim &
Karen Lambert and Russ Madsen all helped with the booth. We had
a beautiful display of finished stones, books, opal rough and a great
selection of opal samples for guests to see and hold. Three lapidary
units were running to demonstrate opal cutting along with examples
of partially finished stones.

The booth was open all day Friday (thanks to Veronica, Pete and
Corey) as well as all day Saturday and Sunday when Jim Karen and
Russ were also on hand. We gave out at least 1,000 show postcards
and hopefully stimulated some folks to grow their interest and
knowledge of opal. Please take note of our new AOS club banners.
These will be used for future events.

Corey Kuepper and Jim Lambert at the OC Fair Imaginology
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Russ Madsen and Jim Lambert at Science in the Park

Weekend Events: Science in the Park

We also had a booth at Science in the Park at Orange County Park
Saturday April 29 (see photos). The focus of this event was science
and we made every effort to speak to the intellectual side of opal:
where it forms, how the internal structure diffracts light resulting in
play of color, the mechanics of polishing, while also having a display
of beautiful examples of finished stones.

Scheduled and organized by Veronica, we had Pete, Russ, Jim and
Karen at the booth for the day. Conditions were a bit challenging with
too much wind to use EZ-Ups so we got a lot of sun. But again, we
had a great many people visit our booth and a lot of discussion
took place about opal and the Opal Show.

Weekend Events: Wand BBQ and Anaheim Art Crawl

Saturday May 13 we had a booth during the day at the annual
Anaheim WAND BBQ and the same evening a booth at the Art Crawl
in downtown Anaheim. Stan McCall, Veronica, Russ, Jamie Cassidy-
Curtis and Joe Velazquez manned our booths at these events. Kathy
James also had a booth at the Art Crawl.

Future Events
May | extend an invitation to all reading this, please consider being
part of this booth process. We make a very good impression with the
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Russ Madsen, Jim Lambert, and Pete Goetz at Science in
the Park
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community and generate a LOT of interest both in the Opal Society
and the Opal Show.

These are all great ways we are getting the Opal Society recognized.
Hats off to Veronica for putting this into motion.

Anaheim Arts Council News: Opal Show Grant

We are happy to announce the Opal Society has been identified for a
grant in support of the Opal Gem & Jewelry Show. This is a very
important and greatly appreciated support for our operations.

Arts Council June Meeting

Refreshments will be provided by AOS. Kathy James and Pete Goetz
are handling this service. Please let us know if you can help. Stan
McCall will be the guest speaker for this AAC meeting too!

June AOS Meeting Live Auction

Tell your friends!!! Our June meeting will be the annual live auction.
This is a great chance to become the owner of rockhound treasure for
bargain barrel prices. Guests may bid and buy, sellers must be a
member of the Opal Society and we will have membership
applications available at the meeting.

+++++
Inside the Opal Min(d) of Kathy James

Kathy is an award winning jewelry artist who began her career by
asking Stan McCall to cut cabochons for her unique designer jewelry.
It didn’t take long talking to Stan for Kathy to learn about the Opal
Society. Thank you Stan! Kathy is a relative newcomer to opal with a
servant’s heart and has stepped up to participate in AOS functions in
several ways. Thank you Kathy! In 2015 Kathy won Best In Show at
the Orange County Fairgrounds for her necklace, earrings and
bracelet ensemble featuring sterling silver and chrysocolla. Kathy is
responsible for the great Opal Society Facebook page, go take a look
and put in your Like. It's beautiful.

+++++++

Important General Meeting Information
The next General meeting will be Wednesday, May 24, 2017.
The General Meetings are held on:
The Fourth (4™") Wednesday of the Month
The location is:
Garden Grove Masonic Center
11270 Acacia Parkway
Garden Grove, CA 92840
L
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What to do When a Snake Bites You on a Remote
Trail?
By Floris Gierman, July 22, 2014

A few years ago | was hiking in Sequoia National Park with my
family. Right when we started our hike we saw 2 snakes which
made me extra alert to the fact that they were around. | was
walking in front with my wife and parents behind me on a single
track trail. The trail made a pretty steep left turn against a rock
wall that was head high and out of no-where from the left a
rattlesnake striked at me from about 2 feet away.

| FREAKED OUT and within a split second | jumped to the
right, the snake moved quickly from the rock onto the trail. |
thought he was going after me, so | got up and fell again, this
time almost down the steep side of the trail. Luckily | came out
with no injuries but it definitely scared me.

In the past few years of hiking and running trails, I've
encountered about 10 snakes, including a few poisonous
rattlesnakes. | run a lot of trails solo in the middle of nowhere,
so | wanted to figure out exactly what to do if a snake bites me
on a remote trail?

Below is a summary of things I’ve learned about first
aid for snake bites after talking to the Snake Bite
Poison Line (1-800-222-1222 available 24/7), after
doing my own online research and after posting my
snake guestions on Reddit Running. The best info
came from Jordan Benjamin, a herpetologist
specialized in venomous snakes. I’'m just sharing this
info because it might help you one day:

* No first aid is much better than performing bad first aid.
Don’t cut at or around the site of the bite, don’t compress
the bitten limb with a cord or tight bandage, don’t
attempting to extract or neutralize venom using electricity,
fire, permanganate, salt, black stones, mouths, mud,
leaves, etc.

» All Snake Bite Kits are dangerous and should not be used.
This was also confirmed by the Snake Bite Poison Line.

Aot of snake bite patients injure themselves by panicking
directly after a snake bite, by tripping over a rock or tree
trunk, or by falling off the side of the trail. Staying calm is
important! After a snake bite, walk about 20-30 feet away
from the snake.

* Find a safe place to sit down ASAP. The venom can rapidly
diffuse into your system, this can drop your blood pressure
too low to pump all the way to your head while standing.
Sitting down reduces your chance of fainting within the first
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few minutes. If you faint, it shouldn’t be more than a few
minutes.

« Remove any rings, watches, tight clothing and anything
else from the bitten limb, because the swelling will make it
a lot bigger soon.

» Take 5 minutes to calm down and plan your evacuation.
The only effective treatment for a snake envenomation is
the right anti-venom to neutralize it.

« Do not wait for symptoms to appear if bitten. It's important
to get in touch with emergency personnel as soon as
possible to get you to a hospital. If you have a cell phone
and service, great, call 911 or the Park Ranger. If there is
no service, think about the last time you had phone
service.

A sharpie can be a great help for emergency personnel to
assess the severity of your snakebite. Circle the location
of your snake bite and write down the time next to it. Draw
a circle around the border of the swelling and write down
the time. Write down all the things you’re experiencing that
are not normal, with the time next to it. Examples are:
metallic taste in your mouth, changes to sense of smell,
sudden loss of vision, double vision, visual disturbances,
ringing in the ears, headache, nausea and vomiting,
bleeding from anywhere, dizziness, shortness of breath,
etc. The most common signs and symptoms are pain and
swelling.

* Update this info every 15 or 30 minutes as the swelling
moves up the limb and your symptoms develop.

* Make contact via cell phone. If this is not possible, walk
slowly to get help. Drink some water and take some
calories if you have any. Some snake bite victims walk
several miles after serious snake bites to their legs. They
make it out fine because they made it out to medical care.
This is much better than waiting for help if you can’t reach
anyone. Don’t let the fear of “raising your heart rate and
increasing the speed of venom circulation” prevent you
from moving to get to care. Be very cautious about driving
yourself to a hospital, since some bites have serious side
effects that could suddenly limit your ability to drive.

Preventing a snake bite is obviously better than

dealing with a snake bite. Here are a few ways to

reduce the risks of snake bites while trail running:

* Be aware that there could be snakes where you’re running.

Watch where you’re placing your feet, be extra aware on
rocky, sunny areas, pockets of leaves and logs across the
trail. If you're off trail, the odds go up because there are
more rocks and cracks and less people to scare the snakes
away. Watch out when running through tall grass and
weeds.

 Step on a rock or log, not over it. This way you can spot a
snake that may be sheltering under it and take action
quickly.

*  Watch out when sitting down on a rock or tree stump, you
might be sitting on a snake.

» Don’t try to chase the snake off the trail, this is why most
people get bit by snakes.

. Don’t run with headphones on trails, or have at least 1
earbud out.

* Snakes tend to be near water, especially if it's in a dry
environment. If you're near a spring or river, keep an extra
eye out.

* Since snakes are cold-blooded, they'd like to come out
when it's warm and sun themselves on rocky areas or
trails. They like to be on the edge of a sunny patch. If you
come across a sunny patch, your encounter chances
increase.
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* Most venomous snakes in the US rest during the day. The
chances of running into one are higher in the mornings and
early evenings, when their activity might be a bit higher.

* In the spring, after snakes have hibernated together, the
frequency of sightings goes up. In the fall, when they
retreat to a hiding place to spend the cold winter months,
they are on the go, so higher chances to encounter a
snake. Most snake bites occur between April and October.

Things to bring on your trail runs that help with a
snake bite:

« Phone
* Sharpie

Getting bitten by a snake can be deadly, especially if you’re on
your own on a remote trail. The following story is a good
explanation of how a snake bite would feel: | Should Be Dead
(http://www.venomousreptiles.org/articles/345). Each year,
about 8,000 venomous snake bites occur in the US and about
5 of those people die. You've got a good chance of survival if
you seek medical attention immediately.

To summarize: try to stay calm, sit down, remove
anything tight, document your situation, and contact
help.

From http://www.flotography.com/what-to-do-when-a-snake-bites-
you-on-a-remote-trail/
+4++++++++++

Tiffany and Dior reviving Aussie opals, but can
Lightning Ridge and Coober Pedy maintain

supply?

By Sarah Jane Tasker, The

Australian, July 3, 2015

Reporter, Sydney,

Australia’s rich red dirt is home
to an array of resources, none
more  colourful  than the
country’s national gemstone,
the opal, which is enjoying a
renaissance as Europe’s top
fashion houses compete to
capture its beauty.

The opal, sometimes known the
“mystery stone”, has become a
desirable feature in high-end
jewellery, according to opal
wholesaler Chris Price. Diamonds once dominated the high end of the
market, he says, but that focus has shifted and people are seeking
colour.

“For people who can have everything, (with opals) they can have
something no one can duplicate... opals are personal. It is nice to
have something that no one else has,” Price says. “Each stone,
whether you are talking about a $20 stone or one of value, is different.
Opals don’t come back on the estate market, they stay in families and
they are not resold. It's a real sense of personal treasure.”

Damien Cody, director at Cody Opal, says the French fashion houses
have rekindled their love affair with the opal. “It has also triggered
demand throughout the world, because if the big fashion houses are
using opal it drives demand elsewhere,” he says.

Price remembers the first major high-end jewellery piece to use opals:
a spectacular snake by Dior, in 2004, with 92 pieces of blue-
green/black opal. “(Dior’s) Victoire de Castellane had this real passion
for Venetian-style jewellery: lots and lots of colour. She was the
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Sarah Jane Tasker

A black opal from the National Opal Collection. Picture: Nick
Cubbin.

coordinator who put together a high-class team of designers. They did
a few minor pieces and then the snake, which was really the first high
piece,” Price says. “Then it was followed hot on the heels by Cartier
who did a major piece.”

Tiffany & Co. features Australian opals in three of its pieces in this
year's Blue Book (featured in WISH last month) and chief
gemmologist Melvyn Kirtley says the company has used opals
throughout its history in its statement and fine jewellery collections.
“Their beauty has inspired our designers to create unique pieces that
play to the opals’ ability to interact with the light and produce dramatic
colours and patterns,” he says.

Kirtley says Australia has the perfect geological terrain to produce the
world’s finest opals, pointing to the combination of desert conditions
with wet winters and hot dry summers, along with the abundance of
rocks rich with silica. “These conditions, present for millions of years,
created the ideal environment for opals to form,” he says. “The rarity
and unique beauty of top quality opals from Australia will continue to
drive customer demand for this exceptional gemstone.”

Australia’s leading opal is the black opal, found at Lightning Ridge in
NSW. Opal producing regions in Australia also include White Cliffs in
NSW, Coober Pedy, Andamooka and Mintabie in South Australia and
various locations around Queensland.

Maxine O’Brien, manager of the Lightning Ridge Miners Association,
says that over the past 12 months opal prices in the field have “really”
increased, adding that a good indicator of the boom in international
demand was the jump in the number of buyers visiting the regional
town to buy stones. Opals across the board have increased in price
by around 20 per cent as demand has grown. High-end opals can
retail from around $US5000 ($6500) a carat to $US50,000 a carat,
while the higher volume opals can start from $US15 a carat.

Cody says demand has been driven not only by European fashion
houses but also by an influx of Chinese buyers. He says itis still “early
days” for the Chinese interest. “We have Chinese buyers making their
way to our offices in Melbourne on a regular basis and that wasn’t

Fire opal ring and opal dragonfly brooch by Tiffany & Co.
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happening even a year ago,” he says. “The Chinese buyers are
across the board, they are buying quantity and quality. The difficulty
we have now is there is this huge demand, which we haven’t seen
since the 1980s, but we don’t have production to meet that demand.”
Cody makes the point that opals are a finite resource — productivity
has been on a steady decline over the past 140 years and few new
opal fields have been found. “We have seen a few miners who may
have left come back to work, and people who may have moved off to
the coalmines, to use their skills where there was big money, are
starting to filter back. So that means there is more work and hopefully
a few extra stones there,” he says.

Opal mining is generally operated by small family-run teams, who
mine a 50m x 50m area. Each individual can have two mining claims
registered in their name.

“Overall, there haven’t been any new finds and that is the problem.
We need some people going out there and prospecting into newer
fields and newer areas and using the science that we have to their
best advantage and trying to find new locations,” Cody says. While
there are many theories, the process of how an opal forms is very
much a mystery, and so is determining where it can be found. It isn’t
like stumbling on a giant ore body of gold and digging it out of the
ground. Finding an opal is about the miner's eye being caught by a
speckle of colour as they sort through the dirt dug from a small
underground shaft.

Cody says the industry hopes it can keep the new increased demand
but he warns that if new supply isn’t found, buyers will move on to
other gemstones. “The buyers | speak to are very conscious of the
fact that if they start promoting something, they want to be sure they
will be able to meet orders, or repeat it. If they catalogue it they
certainly want to have the product.”

Price adds that while opals are “such a rare resource”, the supply is
in the ground, and it is just a matter of getting access to it. He says
opals differ from diamonds and other gems because their crystalline
structure is round, a unique feature among stones found in nature.
“We simply gather it out of the ground and grind and polish it — there
is no heating and no chemicals,” he says. “It is really the pure
gemstone and is fast becoming the last of the really natural stones.”
From  http://www.theaustralian.com.au/life/fashion/tiffany-and-dior-
reviving-aussie-opals-but-can-lightning-ridge-and-coober-pedy-
maintain-supply/news-story/7829b20948ee7415be581632d93b6731
+++++
The following are the final chapters of the book From Rags to
Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters were published
in the Opal Express from March 2011 through Nov. 2013. The
Editor

From Rags to Riches
Chapter 67 - The Dream or a Nightmare

| stripped of my shirt as we still had about 30 degrees but with a gentle
breeze. | had my short handle pick, a Screwdriver and the most
important linen bag for the stones. The object was to work from one
side across the cut and work towards the middle where | would meet
up with Johnny, and he would do the same. The only problem we
could encounter is if there is a slip and the level drops a few feet or
so then we have to get machinery and it would be very messy, we
could miss a parcel quiet easily. But this is painting a black picture.

| started picking away and | kept my eyes focused, it was just empty
level without anything. Well I did not expect to find anything on my
first hit with the pick, we kept working away Chris had Roger settled
down on a blanket and he had a snooze, Beatrix is doing a bit of
noodling under the supervision of her mother, and Johnny is
scratching around like an old chook, he shouted across “anything to
brag about” “I replied yes about the same as you have. “Well it is not
over as a matter of fact it did not even begin,” he retorted. | keep on
digging and working my way across the cut | am on my third pass over
and still nothing, now we were facing each other as we are both
working towards the middle of the cut. | am pleased to see that we
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have still a lot of ground to cover, | started and got a bit quicker and
became a little less observant or cautious if this is the right way of
saying, the quicker we get rid of the nonproductive level the quicker
we get to the productive level but that does only apply if you can be
sure there is a productive level. Johnny uttered “Wow hold it, | think |
am on to something,” | said call me when you show colour,” He said
there is quite a bit of potch here and he put chunks in the bucket which
he is using for his discoveries. “A little colour her but nothing to get
excited about not salable material “I kept digging away and | had no
luck whatsoever in discovering anything, but my adrenalin has not
stopped pumping, | did not or will not declare defeat until | put the pick
in for the last stroke and come up empty handed, | think we covered
about 10 feet each so we have still on 50 feet left and a lot can
happen. One thing is why nothing is happening continuously is a lot
of tunnels had been filled when the dozer went over and of course
there is nothing no level etc. so in actual fact we will only have a level
whenever the dozer took off some virgin ground and that is only
happening with pillars and walls which formed part of the underground
mine structure. | am sure if we put all the possible virgin ground
together we be lucky to have about 100 square feet which is an area
of about 10 by 10 feet, but we do not know exactly where the walls
and pillars are, hence we have to get over each little inch so we don’t
miss anything.

It was already 6pm and we still have good light till about 7:30pm so
we kept at it. Chris shouted down “when you would like to eat.” |
looked at Johnny and he looked at me and we both simultaneously
shouted “Now”.

We both went up to Chris and she handed us plates with Sandwiches
and we ate and had some coffee. Chris said, “obviously it would be
too early to make any comment about the current situation,” | replied
my Dear this is correct, | don’t know about Johnny but | am flying high
as a Kite, and | am sure the mystery will un revel. We went back and
| said to Johnny, fire up the generator so we are ready for the
darkness, and every glimpse of colour.

Went down to my area and Johnny filled up the Generator with diesel
and started it up. This machine was not really loud and it was reliable,
so we both had our lights and we continued to pick away. We had
been working intensely and all of a sudden a familiar voice; it was
Trevor, Rob and Lorraine, the called to see how we getting on and if
there is anything they could help with. Lorraine joined Chris up the top
and the boys came down in the cut, they had a look and Rob said it
looks a nice cut, and great even floor,” | replied let's hope this nice
looking floor is hiding something for us, | know for a fact that the great
traces went in to fairly sizable pillar and it is under here somewhere, |
made a suggestion but | don’t know if | am correct. If everything goes
according to my survey expertise Johnny should discover it in about
30 minutes looking of what he has worked so far and what he has to
do to get to the so called spot of the pillar. “Rob said you be amazed
how intriguing the matter becomes when you try to line things up with
your imagination from below and then transfer it on to the surface.” |
am sure you are right but who cares as long as it is in these
confinements of the cut.” The boys got up and just said hey good luck
and if you require a backhoe or front end loader you know where we
are.” | thanked the Boy’s and we started back at picking away of the
level, it started to get dark, | asked Johnny to get the Generator
working as we had to use lights if we wanted to see any colour in the
dirt. Not that it made any difference, there was absolutely no trace or
indication of any possible Opal find.

| am started to get concerned as the floor are between Johnny and
me became smaller and smaller, there was only about 10 feet
between us and that did not look good. On top of the Cut the Children
were asleep on their blankets and Chris is looking worried. Of course
you can imagine what crazy thoughts are shooting through my mind.
| look across to Johnny and | can see the enthusiastic aura which
surrounded him when we started, has disappeared and | see a
worried face. | said, “Come on Snap out of it if it is not here it will be
in our shaft, so we have to carry on there, but it is not over,” while we
still have dirt between us we have a chance. “He replied,” You are
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right” let’s find this sucker.” That’s it | said.” We were working on our
Knees on an old pillow and slowly moving across the cut and the next
row, and so on. The time was about 11 pm and | think we have about
one hour of work left and we have covered the whole area. Obviously
my assumption where the Bonanza was supposedly be allocated was
absolutely wrong, otherwise Johnny would have found it.

We kept going, sometimes we found a boulder which had a potch
seam, we put it aside for later inspection, we got closer and closer
and had only one more row to dig, | said to Johnny you start on the
left and | on the right and we work towards each other, Before we
started we were sitting in the middle of the claim and on the last bit of
virgin ground and as | was going to say let’s get it over and done with
| felt tears building up thinking of the disappointment, | said out loud”
I can’t handle this gut wrenching feeling and | hit my pick next to me
in the dirt, and | heard this familiar sound of cracking Glass, and so
did Johnny, His ears pricked up and | could see in his eyes the
wanting look and | said aloud “Please Lord | beg you let it be what |
think it is,” Johnny came across straight away with the light and he
shone it on my pick, | pulled it out and it was covered with the brown
level dirt and colorful specs.

He pointed the light downwards and was shining it in the hole the pick
made and had exposed the most beautiful array of the color spectrum;
you would have to wear Sunglasses not to be blinded. We both let
out a scream of sheer delight and grabbed each other jumped up and
started dancing around in the cut tears running down my cheeks but
this tears were tears of sheer happiness., Chris was looking down and
laughing, She wanted to come down but because of the children she
could not just in case one wakes up and wanders to the edge. Once
we composed ourselves, | shouted to Chris,” | found it.” We took up
immediately different position and were lying on our stomachs,
Johnny with the light and | with a screw driver, My hand was shaking
as | was gently removing the dirt and uncovered a pocket of the most
precious Crystal Opal covering about one foot in diameter, you would
not belief it if you did not see it, this was a pocket of the most beautiful
Crystal Opal | have ever seen. | let out another scream of “Thank you
Lord” Johnny stammered there must be thousands of dollars here, he
got out the linen Bag and started to fill it with the pieces | loosened,
some where the size of matchboxes with the most powerful brilliance
and saturated colors of a rainbow, you could get blinded with the
flashes, some of the stones would have to worth thousands of dollars
and this went on and on, | shouted to Chris,” Darling | found the
Rainbow Rock, here it is and | held in my hand a stone at least one
ounce in weight with no blemish only Color which | pointed at Chris.
“Chris started to cry with happiness and just stammered, “I knew you
would find it, I just did not know when, | love You Peter.”

Johnny looked at me and he had also tears in his eyes, | did not
pretend that | did not have tears in my eyes. We hugged each and the
Adrenalin pump was running on overdrive, | continued to expose the
lovely Opal the bag became heavier and heavier, we kept filling it and
filing it with everything which has color. | picked up the bag and | said
I never a bad judge of weight but | bet we have here at least 4 kilos of
Opal in the bag, that is 4000 grams and as you know one ounce
makes 31.103 grams that means we have here at least 125 ounces.
| took us at least two hours before we were satisfied that there is
nothing left here anymore. Johnny grabbed the plastic bucket with
the boulders in it and we were heading for the top.

At the top Chris rushed towards us and hugged us both and said “I
am very proud of you guy’s” | just said let's get home and get the
children to bed.

| sounded so composed and actually the adrenalin rush is far from
over, no one is getting any sleep this night. We packed everything in
the Car and Johnny got the lights, tools, bucket and generator and we
headed for home.

At home | carried Beatrix and Chris got Roger, they are sound asleep.
We put them in their beds and shut the door. | said | must have a
caffeine injection before | can continue. Chris put on the Kettle, and
Johnny got a couple of bowls and some jars, ready for sorting into
chips, doublets, triplets and of course solids. While we having the
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coffee Johnny tipped the bag in two bowls which makes it a bit easier
to sort through. | could not resist in placing my hands in the bowl which
was filled with water and submerged my hands in it and had the opal
covering my hand and the great colors’ shining through.

Of course the first thing we wanted to do was the selection of the
solids, the day is breaking and sun is lifting over the horizon behind
the hospital and its rays are covering our front porch which made me
go out with some of the stones and gazed at them in sunlight, | called
the others to come out and experience the same magnificent show.
No other gem in this world has the power of producing such a
spectacle of color display.it did not matter which stone we picked up
each and every one of them has the same beauty in different display
of color.

A lot of the parcel was green orange and some of the rolling flashes
exposed crimson red turning to orange and into a deep blue
absolutely magnificent.

We started to pick up stones nearly one once in weight and we all had
our opinion which one was better than the other but really all of them
were absolutely fantastic, some of the stones we are inspected would
have been at least a couple thousand dollars in value, this was the
most exciting part, every piece we selected was exquisite you could
see through but it exposed the most magnificent array of color, just
like the piece Ludwig cut out for us and according to the value of the
stone we got which is from the same lot, by calculating the weight of
the stone we had which was about 12 gram and we got 200 pounds
for it, that is an equivalent of 500 pounds per ounce.

Once the solids were sorted, | said to Johnny give it a good wash with
a brush and weigh it, we sort through the doublets and triplets. Johnny
nodded and off he went to clean the Opal. Chris and | we were very
busy and active in sorting the stones into their category and getting
all excited and compare with each other we are totally mesmerized
with these stones.

Johnny came out and he brought the scale with him, he set it up and
started to weigh the stones. When he was finished he totaled his
calculation and said,” Ladies and Gentlemen have a guess, how many
ounces or grams if you wish is in this bag here, the right answer will
win you “The Harbor Bridge and a Frozen Chook, Chris you first,”
Johnny handed her the bag with the stones and Chris said,” | think we
got here about 70 plus ounces. Johnny said that would be about 2100
grams give or take a few, ” Pete your guess” Johnny said, | picked
up the bag and said, with a bit of luck we have here no more than 65
ounces,” Johnny smiled and said that would be for you about 2000
grams, Chris is the winner with her answer as we have here, Drum
Roll please,” | rapped my fingers on the table, Johnny continued” A
whopping 8lounces or 2500 grams which is 2.5 kilos of the most
beautiful Crystal Opal Andamooka ever produced, and it is all ours.”
| said if that calculation is correct we can be looking at a $1,000 per
ounce,” | told them. Johnny replied “and that is correct,” Wow” that
was all Chris could say. “Well lets finish off the rest, | don’t think there
is much cleaning required,” Johnny said yes we should take some of
the dirt off the doublet material, it will give us a better prices.” Ok
Johnny you can start the cleaning process, since it is only 4am and
no buyer in his right mind will see us now.”

So go and start up the generator and enjoy the fruit of your labor.”
When we were finished with picking out what we felt was doublet and
triplet material, we took the chips and gave them a real good wash
and transferred them into our famous Epsom Salt jars, which took
three jars and we knew one jar was holding 5 ounces of chips, so we
got this easily calculated.

So when we summaries we have 81 ounces of Solids, at least 15
ounces of Chips, and who knows how many ounces of the rest of the
Opal. Johnny was eagerly cleaning up the stones and putting the
finished ones in a larger glass jar.

| said to Chris, well darling it is over, why don’t you pick out a couple
you like, She replied,” | will but are you really satisfied?”

Yes and no, Yes, | know | got enough money here to start in Adelaide
and we be able to put down a decent deposit on a House and | can
be looking to get myself a good job and we shall see how things are
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developing, one thing what will make it hard is to work for someone
after being used to be my own boss and | made all the decisions, |
hope | will be able to find something which is autonomous, anyhow
we shall see.”

Johnny came out from the Cutting dungeon and presented us with
another little bag and said,” Guessing time again,” Chris grabbed the
bag and said, | think it is a bit more than the chips, so | will say, 20
ounces.” Johnny smiled, and said” Don’t waste your time Pete she is
too good, she is right on the money.”

Great | replied, “Since it is nearly 7 am we might as well wait for
another hour and then we go and wake up Peter Vlack,” “So we have
81 ounces and we want for that $81,000 then we have 20 ounces of
Doublets etc, and that | belief they are worth at least $ 8,000.00 and
for the chips etc, $3,000 which is a total of $ 92,000.00 dollars which
on today’s market this parcel would be worth $ 1,500.000 million.

As you know they were still talking in pounds shilling and pence even
in 1972 So we should ask for 46,000 quid’s or pounds for the whole
parcel, we don’t split we don’t bargain and not interested in standing
offers, Is everyone here happy with the amounts, if not we can always
go and have it classed but we have to pay a sac which is a six pence
for every pound we get, if we have it classed and he comes to the
same amount we would have to pay the classer a total of 1840.00
Pounds or $3,680.00, “ | think we should have a fair Idea from all our
previous dealings about the value of our parcel.” Johnny agreed and
said,” look at the last couple of sales you made you did get more
money then | said.” No | am happy with the amount we came up with
and | hope we get it”

“Let’s wait for another hour and we know”, Johnny did you realize we
found 10 years of wages each, since the average Income from any
Australian is about $ 4,500 per year, let's hope the buyer agrees with
our Sums.

+++++

Gem & Mineral Shows
More shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowState=ALL

May 2017

26-28—CLOVERDALE , CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Karmic Beads and
Gems , Cloverdale History Center ; 215 North Cloverdale Blvd. ; Fri. 10-6, Sat.
10-6, Sun. 10-4; Free Admission; Karmic Beads and Gems is proud to be your
host for the Spring Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show at the Cloverdale History
Center. Treasures from around the world include; Native American and
contemporary jewelry, crystals, metaphysical items, jade, turquoise, bismuth,
ammolite, opal, rubies, beads, singing bowls, "Old Stock" rough and finished
rock and more. Free identification of rock and jewelry items. Fun for the whole
family, where you can find treasures from $1 up to $$$. ; contact Charlie
Macias , (619)-920-0464; e-mail: karmicbheadsandgems@yahoo.com
27-28—PINETOP, ARIZONA: Annual show; White Mountain Gem & Mineral
Club, Hon-Dah Convention Center; 777 Highway 260; Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-4;
Adults $2, Seniors $1; Join us for the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club's
(Show Low, AZ) 20th Annual Show at the Hon-Dah Convention Center and
Casino in the beautiful White Mountains of Arizona. There will be displays,
demonstrations and vendors showcasing minerals, fossils, gems, jewelry and
a large Activity Area for our younger visitors. Lodging/restaurant/RV spaces
are available at Hon-Dah.; contact Gary Alves, White Mountain Gem & Mineral
Club, PO Box 3504, Show Low, AZ 85902, (928)-679-3644; e-mail:
garyalves.chairman@gmail.com; Web site: www.whitemountain-
azrockclub.org

27-28—BISBEE, ARIZONA: Annual show; City of Bisbee, Queen Mine; 478
N Dart Rd; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; Free Admission; contact Douglas Graeme, 118
Arizona st, Bisbee, AZ 85603, (520)-432-2071; e-mail:
dgraeme@bisbeeaz.gov

27-28—NEWPORT, OREGON: Annual show; Oregon Coast Agate Club,
Oregon National Guard Armory; 541 SW Coast Hwy 101; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-
4:30; Admission $2, Children under 12 Free; 54th Annual Show "Rock'n the
Coast": Oregon Coast Agate Club, Newport, Oregon National Guard Armory.
There will be dealers selling rough gems, crystals, beads, jewelry, handmade
items, supplies for making jewelry and craft items, demonstrations, door
prizes, raffle, displays, silent auction and the Rock Doc will answer questions
or identify your coastal rock finds as time permits.; contact George Mazeika,
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(541)-991-0311, e-mail:
http://www.coastagates.org/

June 2017

2-3—PRICE, UTAH: Annual show; Castle Country Rock Fossil and Mineral
Show, Carbon County Event Center; 310 South Fairgrounds Road; Fri. 10-7,
Sat. 10-7; Free Admission; Come and enjoy the 11th Annual Castle Country
Rock, Fossil and Mineral Show. Rocks, fossils, minerals, jewelry, crystals,
metaphysical, beads, and More. Something for the whole family. ; contact
Patrick Braun, (435)-381-5192; e-mail: Pbraunrocks@hotmail.com
2-4—FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA: Annual show; Coconino Lapidary Club,
Flagstaff, Arizona; Outdoor Market at Hwy 89N and Silver Saddle Rd; Fri. 9-5,
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; Free Admission; Rock, Gem and Mineral Show, open air
event with raffle drawings, and an education zone for kids of all ages.; contact
Wayne Scott, (928)-607-3185; e-mail: 4nsgsrocks@gmail.com

2-4—BIG BEAR LAKE, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Minerals in the
Mountains, Big Bear Lake Convention; 42900 Big Bear Blvd.; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-
5, Sun. 9-4; Admission $7, Seniors/Students/Children free; "Minerals in the
Mountains" is the first Mineral show at Big Bear Lake for 20 years. This is an
opportunity to attend a mineral show in the surroundings of beautiful Big Bear
Lake in Southern California. Dealers selling a wide variety of minerals, jewelry,
faceted stones, gemstones, fossils, healing crystals, rough rocks, slabs,
lapidary, also demonstrations and much more. Rockhounds and locals dealers
selling their own specimens. Hourly door prize throughout the weekend. Kid's
show with prizes for display and knowledge of minerals. ; contact Janet
Roberts, 2129 First Lane , Big Bear City, CA 92314, (909)-547-0010; e-mail:
janet@gemsofthewest.co; Web site: gemsofthewest.co

22-4—LA HABRA, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; North Orange County Gem
and Mineral, La Habra Senior Center ; 101 W La Habra Blvd; Fri. 5-8, Sat. 10-
5, Sun. 10-5; Free Admission ; Exibits, raffle prizes. Unique
gems/rocks/jewelry, supplies & tools. Geode cutting. Food and grab bags.
Supporting the Youth Committee and Scholarship Program.; contact Armando
Pedroza , (909)-455-6800; e-mail: foresrandsun@yahoo.com
3-4—GLENDORA, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Glendora GEMS, Goddard
Middle School; 859 E. Sierra Madre; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; Free Admission;
Displays, vendors, food, door prizes, demonstrations, silent auction; contact
Bonnie Bidwell, 1010 E. Mountain View Ave., Glendora, CA 91741, (626)-963-
4638; e-mail: ybidwell2@aol.com

3-4—ESCONDIDO, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Palomar Gem and Mineral
Club, California Center for the Arts, Escondido; 340 N. Escondido Blvd; Sat.
10-5, Sun. 10-4; Admission $5; Demonstrators will be showing their skills to
attendees and giving them the opportunity to learn about some of the lapidary
arts promoted through our club including faceting, silversmithing and other
arts. There will also be Gem Identification. Find out what gem is in the ring
your grandmother gave you. There will even be a rock treasure dig for kids.
Beautiful mineral specimens, cut gems, gem rough, fossils and eye catching
jewelry made from gems and minerals may be purchased.; contact Dawn
Vickers; e-mail: 2017pgmcshow@palomargem.org; Web site:
http://palomargem.org/Documents/GemShow2017.pdf

9-11—SANDY, UTAH: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, South
Towne Expo Center; 9575 S State St; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; $7
weekend pass, $7 pass, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, precious &
semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals
& much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the world.
Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes. ; contact
Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:
http://www.gemfaire.com

9-11—VENTURA, CALIFORNIA: Show; Ventura Gem & Mineral Society on
behalf of the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Ventura County
Fairgrounds; 10 W. Harbor Blvd.; Fri. 10-5; Adults $7, Seniors $6, Students $4
(age 13-17), Children free (under age 12); Exhibits of gems, minerals, fossils,
lapidary arts & hand-crafted jewelry, including exhibits entered into competition
& displays by UCLA & the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County; on-
going demos of lapidary arts; a raffle & hourly silent auctions; 50+ dealers;
children's activities; speakers & programs nearly every hour. The entire nation
of "rockhounds" will converge on Ventura for this special nationwide event,
which is open to the general public.; contact Diane Cook, P.O. Box 1573,
Ventura, CA 93002, (805)-312-8467; e-mail: info@VGMS.org; Web site:
WWW.VgmSs.org

22-25—MADRAS, OREGON: Annual show; All Rockhounds Pow Wow Club
of America, Madras, Oregon; Jefferson County Fairgrounds; Thu. 9-6, Fri. 9-
6, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 9-2; Free Admission; Daily Field-trips,Swap Tables, Kids
Rock Toss, Auction, and more; contact Sandy Vess, 14213 141st Avenue ,
Gig Harbor, WA 98329, 2534324712; e-mail: Madraspowwow@hotmail.com;
Web site: allrockhoundspowwowclubofamerica.com

23-25—SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, Scottish Rite Center; 1895 Camino del Rio S; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun.
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10-5; $7 weekend pass, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, precious & Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail:
semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals http://www.gemfaire.com

& much more at manufacturer’'s prices. Exhibitors from around the world.

Jewelry repair & cleaning while you shop. Free hourly door prizes.; contact

info@gemfaire.com; Web site:

AOS Calendar - 2017

N L
M&M Gold PayDirt
Money Orders Welcome*
1/4 Lb Bag $10.00 + $2.00 S/H
1/2 Lb Bag $20.00 + $3.00 S/H
1Lb Bag $30.00 ¢§ 00 S/H
Bag 540.{.3— .00 S/H A

Date Day Event Meeting Location Meeting Topic / Speaker
01/23/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
01/25/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge Round Table Group Chat
02/20/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
02/22/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | AOS Improvement
03/20/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
03/22/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge Lucas Fassari on Gemstone Inclusions
04/17/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
04/26/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge Linda Queally on Mexican Amber
05/15/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
05/24/17 | Wednesday | AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Jim Bowden on
Masons Lodge “Mysteries of Meteorites”
06/19/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
06/28/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Live Opal Auction
07/17/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
07/26/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Steve Hardinger on Gypsum
08/21/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
08/23/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Opal Cutting Seminar
09/18/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
09/27/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Opal & Gem Show Work Session
10/16/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
10/25/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Leslie Neff & Larry Hoskinson on Australian Opal
Adventures
11/04/17 Saturday 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show Business Expo Center 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show
11/05/17 Sunday 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show Business Expo Center 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show
11/20/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
11/18/17 Saturday AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Opal & Gem Show Recap / Possible Speaker
12/25/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
12/27/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | AOS Christmas Party Potluck
e = A =\ » i
ake)Yo o) o) [¢ m & 0 gzmw
TaOT T 20 )1 740 BeachiCa02705 Custom Creative Gem Cutting
| ‘ Stan M. McCall
;v Lapidary and Je\_/velry Artist_
— Ty Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs
il Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing
. ; Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones
el ; 2 (714) 220-9282
; .;f ¥ 7 \ 6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630
P : % : l J Wbco‘é http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/

custom-creative@earthlink.net
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available

TIKKA OPALS

E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com
phone: +61-7-55469324
mobile: +61-417-421205

Advertise in this Space!
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month

Half Page Size: $20 per month

Full Page Size: $40 per month

Contact:
The Opal Express C/O
Jim Pisani
P.O. Box 4875
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
mailto:custom-creative@earthlink.net
mailto:mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
http://www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com/
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org

American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) ﬁmgUNT
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $35

SELECTONE | New MEMBERS $45

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE_(Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $15

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at

http://opalsociety.org/aos application by web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account
is membership@opalsociety.org.

NAME
LT

BUSINESS NAME < NAME BADGE ORDER FORM:

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX PLEASE PRINT NAME AS
YOU WISH IT TO APPEAR ON

CITY STATE YOUR BADGE using up to two
(2) lines of text for your name,

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) nickname, or name of your opal
related business.

PHONE - Home PHONE - Business FAX

( ) ( ) ( )

E-MAIL

WEBSITE

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information
above, please note that on the application.

OAddress O Phone O E-mail O website

Please sign here: Date

The Opal Express is published monthly by Are Your Dues Due Now?
The American Opal Society. PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL.
Copyright 2017. Al rights reserved. _ There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise Wil membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are
Reserved. overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue.
Editor-Jim Pisani A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note,

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received
The Op_al Express c/o you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is
Jim Pisani your responsibility to assure your dues are current.

P.O. Box 4875 Thank you,
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 The Editor

E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org

The Opal Express The American Opal Society May 2017 Page9


http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm
mailto:membership@opalsociety.org
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org

The Opal Express Volume #50 Issue #5

Garden Grove Bl d1

American Opal Society
P.0. Box 4375 May 2017
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
TO:
— GENERAL MEETINGS —
4th Wednesday of the Month
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM
Garden Grove Masonic Lodge
11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840
MEETING ACTIVITIES
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers,
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities
May 24t Meeting
Jim Bowden on
13 H H ”
Mysteries of Meteorites
Katella Ave
a1
\‘
T
()
@
s
Q
<
Chapman Ave
= o
3 S :
c 2 w
3
\m\ Acacip Parkway

Garden Grove Masonic
22 Freeway Lodge

rmm— 11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840

Some Topics In This Issue: The American Opal Society

e Inside the Opal Min(d) of Kathy James
What to do When a Snake Bites You?

e Imaginology at OC Fairgrounds Website: http://OpalSociety.org
e Sciencein the Park
o Tiffany and Dior reviving opals, but can Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety

Lightning Ridge & Coober Pedy supply?
e Rags to Riches Ch 67 - The Dream or a

Nightmare
[ ]
Pete Goetz President (714) 345-1449 email: mpgl1022@aol.com
Russ Madsen Treasurer (562) 884-2254 email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net
Jim Pisani Editor & Webmaster (714) 815-4638 email: editor@opalsociety.org
Veronica Purpura Show Chairman (714) 501-9959 email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com
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