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President’s Message 
By Pete Goetz 

 
Anaheim Arts Council Grant 

We are thrilled to receive a supporting grant for the Opal Show from 
the Anaheim Arts Council. Heartfelt thanks go to this great 
organization that encourages beauty and creativity throughout the city 
of Anaheim. We have enjoyed a long standing relationship with the 
Arts Council and participate in several Arts Council events and 
activities during the year.  
Some of you will have noticed the beautiful Miss Anaheim Fall Festival 
young ladies at the last Opal Show. They will be back in this year’s 
50th annual Opal Show. It was through our involvement with the Arts 
Council that we were able to schedule these poised ambassadors of 
beauty and charm. 
 
Skip Cone Passed Away 

It is with sadness we report that one of our own, AOS life member, 
Skip Cone passed away recently. Skip was active in many local 
rockhound events: demonstrating his skills at the Opal Show, the 
Searchers show and other events. He was a talented inlay artist who 
always had a warm smile and time to chat. Funeral arrangements are 
back east where Skip’s family lives in South Carolina. 
 
June Meeting Topic: Live Auction 

Don’t miss it!!! This month’s general meeting will be the annual live 
auction.  
Here’s the deets: 
Please note, this year up to ten (10) parcels may be offered by each 
seller; 
Important: All Sellers must be Opal Society members in good 

standing. If your dues are not current you will be asked to pay dues 

before your items may be auctioned. We will have membership 
applications at the meeting. 
Buyers need not belong to the Opal Society so invite your friends, tell 
other clubs, get out the word. 
You never know what treasure you will find. Parcels in the past have 
included rough opal, finished opal, other rockhound material such as 
crystals and jade, jewelry, books and equipment. Items offered for 
sale may represent any part of our rockhound hobby, not just opal 
specifically. 
 
May Speaker, James Bowden on Meteorites: 

Those on hand enjoyed a great presentation about meteors, 
meteorites and meteoroids. Do you know the differences? Did you 
know that you have a very real possibility of finding a meteorite in the 
rain gutters of your house? Many meteorites are magnetic. Give it a 
try. If you missed Jim’s talk we have a video in the members’ only 
area of the Opal Society website. The audio is ok, please excuse the 
video quality.  
 
Weekend Events: AFMS / CFMS Show In Ventura 

By the time you read this the national and state combined federation 
show will be in the books. In the 1990's the Opal Society gave a 
lecture series when this major show was held in California. Here’s 
hoping some of you were able to visit the Ventura show. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Inside The Opal Min(D) of Russ Madsen 
At the round table discussion, “My name is Russ and I am an 
opalholic.” Russ shared that he grew up in Lawndale not far from the 
old Rodium drive in. He was in grade school, maybe 1958, riding his 
bicycle to the swap meet when he saw displays of cabochons. One 
tray jumped out. Now he realizes it was Virgin Valley black opal. He’s 
been interested in opal ever since. Fast forward to the 1980's and 
there was a small handmade sign along Hwy 14 north of Red Rock 
Canyon pointing into the desert “OPALS —>>>”. It took several trips 
to Bishop, Mammoth and other northern locations along Hwy 395 
passing this sign before he stopped and rode his dirt bike out there 
and found the opal fee digs at the Nowak and Barnett Opal Mines. 
Pay $2 a day and keep anything you find. Russ describes this as 
getting to dig in God’s flowerbed!  
He went out digging more and more weekends through the end of the 
80's and into the 90's when he noticed the AOS ad in Rock & Gem for 
the Opal Show (then at the Clarion Hotel south of Disneyland). Russ 
went to the 1993 Opal Show for two specific reasons: first to learn 
how lapidary artists cut and polish opals (Russ was hand polishing 
the stones he dug at Opal Canyon), second to find out how to value 
finished opals. That year the show special freebie for joining the Opal 
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Society was a copy of Paul Downing’s book, “Opal Cutting Made 
Easy.” Russ was hooked. Russ still remembers fondly how Tim 
Thomas, House of Tibara, talked with him for at least 45 minutes 
answering all sorts of beginner questions that day at the show. Slight 
digression, Tim Thomas was a dealer at 31 consecutive Opal Shows, 
Tim is the longest running show dealer in AOS history and Tim has 
been a great mentor for many of us. 
It didn’t take long for Russ to be inducted to the AOS board of directors 
and he began a tenure as editor of the Opal Express in May of 1994 
through January 2001. Today Russ actively serves our club as 
treasurer and assists El Presidente in various ways as well as helping 
with the Opal Show and maintaining our ongoing participation with the 
Anaheim Arts Council. 
From time to time he shares stories gleaned from years of experience 
digging for opal in California and Nevada. This is his favorite part of 
being an opalholic. Thanks Russ for all you do for our club! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Important General Meeting Information 
The next General meeting will be Wednesday, June 28, 2017. 
The General Meetings are held on: 

The Fourth (4th) Wednesday of the Month 

The location is: 
Garden Grove Masonic Center 
11270 Acacia Parkway 
Garden Grove, CA  92840 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

12th AOS Live Auction on June 28th 
The AOS will hold its 12th AOS live auction, on Wednesday, June 

28 at our general meeting at 7:00pm. The auction will be fun, and 
“fund-raising,” so come and snag a bargain while supporting your 
club!! There were many great bargains to be had at the event last 
year! 

Don’t miss a chance to buy or sell opal rough, cabs, books, tools, 
display cases, and other neat gem stuff when members may bring up 
to 10 items each for sale, as long as they are gem-related, and are 
approved by the AOS Board of Directors. You must be an AOS 
member to sell at the auction, and you must sign a vendor agreement. 
Vendors must donate 10 percent of the final price to the AOS, and will 
be paid after the refreshment break prior to close of meeting. We will 
arrive at 6:30pm to help vendors prepare their items. If you have items 
for sale, please come early, and allow us to assign a Lot Number, any 
minimum “Reserve” price you may request, and log your items into 
our computer for easy checkout later! 
Bidders may be members, or visitors, provided they have a photo ID 
like a driver’s license, and are willing to abide by Bidder rules. You 
must have an official bid paddle to bid, so sign up early when you first 
get to the mtg. Copies of the Vendor Rules and Bidder Rules will be 
made available at the signup table when you arrive. 
If you want to bid, you must sign in to get a paddle, and agree to the 
Bidder rules, which state that all items must be paid for prior to close 
of meeting, the highest bid wins, all sales are final, no returns or 
refunds. The AOS auctioneer has final authority to determine the high 
bid, and can accept or reject any bid at AOS discretion. Bidders 
cannot bid for another person, and must pay for and remove their 
auction items prior to the end of the meeting. Bidders are not 
permitted to loan their paddles to others. 
Proceeds from the live auction will go toward AOS activities like our 
annual show preparation and advertising. Please be generous with 
your bids, and get a bargain at the same time! 
 

AOS Live Auction Rules 
1) Only American Opal Society (AOS) members may sell an item/lot 

in the auction.  
2) The member may submit a maximum of 10 items/lots (single item 

of grouped package).  
3) 10% of all sales rounded up to the closest quarter ($0.25) remain 

with the AOS.  

4) Anyone that obtains a bidders card and number can bid, but must 
pay with cash or check but no credit cards. 

5) All bids and/or raises shall be in dollars (i.e. no bids/raises of less 
than $1 will be considered).  

6) The AOS auctioneer maintains the right to reject unreasonable 
offers/bids/raises.  

7) If the sellers minimum (reserve) bid is not received in “going 
once, going twice” call the item/lot is removed/dropped/pulled 
from the auction and given back to the seller/original owner.  

8) Any seller or buyer making side deals/sales within the meeting 
rooms prior to or during the auction forfeits all rights to participate 
in the AOS auction.  

9) Winning bidder must pay for and pick-up purchased item/lot as 
quickly as possible (within 10 min.) or forfeit right to purchase 
(with exception of auctioneer, cashier, record keeper or 
merchandise manager).  

10) No warranties or guarantees are offered and all items are sold as 
is and where is.  

11) All sales are final and no returns, trades or later credits will be 
considered.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Skip Cone was a life member of the American Opal Society.  Skip 
demonstrated his lapidary skills and the Opal & Gem Show for 
the past 20 years at least.  We are deeply saddened of his 
passing.  I have included the write-up from the Searchers Gem 
and Mineral club’s newsletter, The Slab. 
The Editor 

 

The Searchers Have Lost a Gem 
 
I regret I must share 
the news that our 
loyal, longstanding 
member Skip Cone 
has passed away. 
Skip was always that 
warm and welcoming 
smile greeting us all 
at every meeting.  
Skip was a shining 
example for the 
Searchers. He was a 
skilled craftsman, his 
incredible talent 
evident in each piece 
he created. I myself 
was always in awe of 
his beautiful birds, 
particularly the 
hummingbirds and 
eagles. In fact, 
seeing Skip as a 
demonstrator at a 
show was one of my 
first contacts with the 
Searchers, and left 
quite the impression.   Not only was Skip an artist, he was a giving 
and generous member. He was not afraid of hard work, and was there 
to pitch in anytime a hand was needed. As much as we all look for 
what a group can do or provide for us, Skip surely gave as much as 
he received from the Searchers. He was truly valued and will be sorely 
missed.  Though we will feel his loss, he has family back in South 
Carolina whose loss is much greater than ours. He is survived by his 
ex-wife Julia, his daughter, and a seventeen year old granddaughter. 
There are no plans for a local Southern California service as his family 
resides on the East Coast. May our thoughts and prayers be with the 
family in this difficult time. 

 

Skip Cone 
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Heather Jaeckels 2017 President, Searchers Gem and Mineral 
Society “The Slab” Newsletter. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

This 2.27 Kg Opal is the Largest Black Opal in 
the World 
Found over 10 years ago in Grawin Field, the present specimen of 
seam opal was left as close as possible to the natural state in which 
it was found. Polished by the artist who was then Australia's foremost 
opal carver, the late Christine Rousel. Her main intention was to only 
to reveal the main color bars through contour polishing and to leave 
the Opal as close to its natural state as possible--revealing its beauty 
which took over a million years to form.  
The largest black opal weighs 11,340.95 carats (2,268.19 grams; 80 
oz) and measures 2,450 x 1,460 x 527 mm (96.45 x 57.48 x 20.74 in). 
It is owned by Dallas, Judith, Shannon, Jeffery and Ken Westbrook 
(all Australia). The black opal was found in Lightning Ridge, New 
South Wales, Australia. 
Gem-like broad flash blue-green play-of-color is seen on this portion 

of the specimen, while fine iridescent green, blue and vivid orange 
pinfire play-of-color covers a large extent of the face. True black potch 
is seen to the reverse. 
Its name obtained directly from the miner, it was he who named the 
specimen “The Sea of Opal”. His inspiration was two-fold: the outline 

of the large raised blue patch of color in the center has a resemblance 
to a swimming fish and the green flash that is seen at the apex is 
reminiscent of seaweed. Yet the name also evokes the geology of the 
region in that the center of the Australian continent was once an inland 
sea, the mineralized waters of which were responsible for producing 
the opal which we so admire today. 
Accompanied by the Guinness Book of World Records Ltd 

Certificate stating: The largest black opal weighs 11,340.95 carats 
(2,268.19 grams; 80 oz.) 
Accompanied by a Gemstone Authentication Report no. AA47948, 
stating that the solid precious opal is natural and that it has not been 
treated or enhanced in any way other than by cutting and polishing. 
Read more at http://www.geologyin.com/2017/01/its-official-this-227-
kg-opal-is.html#VtWiLOSVj4o09OIO.99 
Reprinted for educational purposes under the "fair use" provision of 
the U.S. Copyright Act. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Follow up on John Hall’s Famous Opal, the Eye 
of the Dragon 
In the May, 2017 Opal Express we reported on long time Member 
John Hall’s passing.  John was the owner of a famous “Named Opal” 

called the “Eye of the Dragon.” It had been placed in a May 23rd 
auction with Bonham’s Auction House by his family. 
The opal was from Queensland, Australia.  It is a boulder opal and 
weighs 94.45 carats, excluding the mounting and is a highly unusual 
and beautiful opal.  We have include a better photograph of the opal 
in this month’s newsletter. 
The opal was sold for $12,500. 
See 
https://www.bonhams.com/auctions/24041/lot/1101/?category=grid&length=5
60&page=1 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

World's Largest Gold Crystal Found 
 
 

 

Researchers at Los Alamos National Laboratory have determined 
that this is the world's largest single crystal of gold. 
 
It's the size of a golf ball, but a lot more valuable: Scientists at Los 
Alamos National Laboratory's Lujan Neutron Scattering Center have 
verified that a heavy piece of gold, found years ago in Venezuela, is, 
in fact, a single crystal of the valuable element — and it's worth an 
estimated $1.5 million.  
The lump of gold, which weighs 217.78 grams (about 7.7 ounces), 
was brought to Los Alamos to confirm whether it was a single crystal 
of gold, or a more common multiple-crystal structure. "The structure 
or atomic arrangement of gold crystals of this size has never been 
studied before, and we have a unique opportunity to do so," Miami 
University geologist John Rakovan said in a statement.  
To determine the nugget's internal structure, Rakovan and his 
colleagues used two sophisticated machines: a neutron single-crystal 

 

Largest Recorded Black Opal Specimen. Photo: James Cumes 

 

Eye of the Dragon 

http://www.geologyin.com/2017/01/its-official-this-227-kg-opal-is.html
http://www.geologyin.com/2017/01/its-official-this-227-kg-opal-is.html
http://www.geologyin.com/2016/06/types-of-opal-with-photos.html
http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/world-records/largest-black-opal
http://www.geologyin.com/2017/01/its-official-this-227-kg-opal-is.html#VtWiLOSVj4o09OIO.99
http://www.geologyin.com/2017/01/its-official-this-227-kg-opal-is.html#VtWiLOSVj4o09OIO.99
https://www.bonhams.com/auctions/24041/lot/1101/?category=grid&length=560&page=1
https://www.bonhams.com/auctions/24041/lot/1101/?category=grid&length=560&page=1
http://www.geologyin.com/2015/09/worlds-largest-gold-crystal-found.html
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-rvqci6JmeU8/VffyoMQQ2aI/AAAAAAAAGQg/Ktuy2T4GawY/s1600/World%2527s%2BLargest%2BGold%2BCrystal%2BFound.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-rvqci6JmeU8/VffyoMQQ2aI/AAAAAAAAGQg/Ktuy2T4GawY/s1600/World%2527s%2BLargest%2BGold%2BCrystal%2BFound.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-rvqci6JmeU8/VffyoMQQ2aI/AAAAAAAAGQg/Ktuy2T4GawY/s1600/World%2527s%2BLargest%2BGold%2BCrystal%2BFound.jpg
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-rvqci6JmeU8/VffyoMQQ2aI/AAAAAAAAGQg/Ktuy2T4GawY/s1600/World's+Largest+Gold+Crystal+Found.jpg
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-kNtGrakzdA0/WHN_A61QjUI/AAAAAAAAK7M/FSd_CJkU6xUUWnBUVAE4_wyoKN5Eb9Q2QCLcB/s1600/Largest+black+opal+in+the+world1.jpg
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diffraction (SCD) instrument, which determines the atomic 
arrangement of single crystals; and a high-pressure/preferred 
orientation (or HIPPO) instrument, which measures the crystal 
structure and the orientation of crystals in a polycrystalline material. 
These noninvasive techniques determined that the gold piece was, 
indeed, a very large and very rare single crystal of gold. 
Los Alamos National Laboratory 
Read more at http://www.geologyin.com/2015/09/worlds-largest-
gold-crystal-found.html#qZ8mty50sGIVBLZ3.99 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Rough crystal opal from Coober Pedy, SA 
5 Top Spots to Fossick for Opals 

By John Pickrell, November 10, 2016 
 
The opal fields of Queensland, New South Wales and 
South Australia are spots to fossick for hard-won flecks of 
treasure and explore fascinating history. 
 
OPAL – STUNNINGLY BEAUTIFUL and quintessentially Australian – 
is our national gem. 
Unique among its peers, precious opal is a glassy, translucent stone 
that refracts light in brilliant colours, which flash and change as it is 
viewed from different angles. 
More than 90 per cent of precious opal is from Australia; here the 
geological conditions around the once vast Eromanga Sea favoured 
its creation over millions of years from silica deposits in subterranean 
pockets. Opal fields can be found around the shores of this prehistoric 
ocean, once the province of giant reptiles. 

Opal mining towns 
Four towns in particular – Coober Pedy, Andamooka, White Cliffs and 
Lightning Ridge – are synonymous with opal mining, and all have 
stark landscapes, pockmarked with shafts and mullock heaps. 
Today they thrive on tourism as much as mining, and are rich places 
to experience Australia's mining heritage and outback way of life, as 
well as have a go at 'noodling' or 'specking' for opals. 
Opal comes in a variety of colours and styles. Most common is 
opaque potch, which lacks precious opal's colourful play of light. 
Translucent crystal opal is found in all fields. 
Black opal, sometimes with deep-red colouration, is found at Lightning 
Ridge and is the most valuable; light opal comes from South Australia 
and New South Wales; Queensland produces boulder opal, formed 
within brown ironstone. 
Opal is also found in places such as the USA, Ethiopia, Honduras, 
Mexico and Brazil, but Australian opal is still regarded as the most 
valuable. 
 
Here are five of the best places in Australia to fossick for opals: 

1. Yowah, QLD 
Fossickers here search for 'Yowah nuts' – ironstone nodules that 
occasionally contain kernels of opal. There's a designated area for 
fossicking near town; a licence is required before getting stuck in. 

 
A Yowah nut from Queensland. 

2. Lightning Ridge, NSW 
The source of black opal, Lightning Ridge has the nation's most 
valuable fields and interesting history, which attracts 90,000 visitors 
each year. There's a fossicking site near the Visitor Information 
Centre. 

 
Opalised fossils in black opal from Lightning Ridge 

3. White Cliffs, NSW 
A producer of large quantities of seam opal between 1890 and 1930, 
White Cliffs was Australia's first major commercial field. Ask at the pub 
or the general store for miners operating opal-noodling tours. 

4. Coober Pedy, SA 
Gems were found here in 1915 and today the town is a prolific source 
of light opal. An old field dubbed the 'The Jeweller's Shop' is set aside 
for noodling. Avid noodlers may find small opals or low-quality potch 
opal in the offcuts. 

5. Andamooka, SA 
Near Lake Eyre, opals were found here in 1935. Commercial 
production peaked in the 1960s, but good noodling spots can still be 
found. Ask at the pub or store for tips. 

 
An opal triplet in blue and green from Andamooka. 
John Pickrell is the author of Flying Dinosaurs and Weird Dinosaurs. 
Follow him on Twitter @john_pickrell. 
From 
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/blogs/austropalaeo/2016/1
1/5-top-spots-to-fossick-for-opals  

http://www.geologyin.com/2015/09/worlds-largest-gold-crystal-found.html#qZ8mty50sGIVBLZ3.99
http://www.geologyin.com/2015/09/worlds-largest-gold-crystal-found.html#qZ8mty50sGIVBLZ3.99
http://flyingdinosaurs.net/
https://www.magshop.com.au/weirddinosaurs
https://twitter.com/john_pickrell
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/blogs/austropalaeo/2016/11/5-top-spots-to-fossick-for-opals
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/blogs/austropalaeo/2016/11/5-top-spots-to-fossick-for-opals
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/blogs/austropalaeo/2016/11/5-top-spots-to-fossick-for-opals
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Reprinted for educational purposes under the "fair use" provision of 
the U.S. Copyright Act. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
The following are the final chapters of the book From Rags to 
Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters were published 
in the Opal Express from March 2011 through Nov. 2013.  The 
Editor 
 
From Rags to Riches 

Chapter 68 - The Fruits of Our Labour 
 
This is the moment we been waiting for, sounds like a song from Elvis 
Presley out of Blue Hawaii,” which sounds like” This is the moment, I 
been waiting for,” Yes we are ready to call on Peter, the time is 
7:15am, I got the linen bags in my shirt and the glass jars with the 
chips, in another bag and off we went.  
When we arrived there was no activity anywhere, we pulled up in front 
of his place and the tire sound did not bring Peter out. So we walked 
up and I knocked on the door which after a short while opened and 
there was Peter in his dressing gown holding a cup of coffee I 
assumed. He looked and said,” You boys are early, need some cash 
for gasoline?” I said yes we go a little parcel here I hope you forgive 
us, but when you look you will understand the urgency on our part.” 
Peter said” come in and he ushered us into his office, where he ask 
us to sit down right opposite his desk, where he has an owl with water 
and his scale etc. Of course as usual he pulled down his blinds, but 
today he has a desk light which is not on. He said, Ok Boy’s what 
have you got,” I pulled out the chips bottles first and handed them to 
him, he briefly looked at them and commented very nice quality,” and 
put them down. I gave him the bag with the 20 ounces of doublets and 
triplets he put his hand in and took out a hand full, and just made this 
sound, ”MMMMMM” he then put the lot from the bag into the bowl and 
picked up individual pieces, and he did say,” this is the best material 
I have seen in a long time.” He weighed it and wrote figures down and 
he looked up and I handed him the bag with the Solids, He tipped 
them right in front of him on his desk.” He said Now we talking he said, 
“He looked each piece and turned it over and over, dipped it in to 
water, he started to count the pieces, I told him, ”There are 97 stones 
at the average weight of 0.83 ounces.” He did ask if it was the parcel 
we were chasing all along, I replied,” it was and it came from the same 
area where Drago found his large parcel.  
The whole process took at least one and a halve hour of weighing, 
wetting , licking, looking, writing sorting etc. but we had in the process 
good conversation and I said to him, “ I did promise  you when we find 
something decent you get the first bite of the Cherry,” “Yes you stuck 
to your promise,” Peter replied. He continued, “So what were you 
hoping for to get for this parcel.  
I looked at Johnny and he looked at me and, I said,” Peter without 
beating around the bush, I like dealing with you and I feel you always 
treated us fair and belief me I am not trying to insult you with my terms 
which are, I will not accept less than 46,000 thousand Quid or $92,000 
dollars if you prefer, If you cannot see this amount, I will walk, there is 
no room for discussion, this is the amount I want.”  
He looked at me very stern and said, “You are a hard man Peter but 
fair I belief,” He got up and I thought this was the end of the meeting, 
but what he did, he went to his Safe and pulled out a lot of bundled 
20 dollar Notes, and 10 dollar notes and brought them to the desk a 
lot of the 20 dollar note bundles he had in $1000 dollar lots and $500 
dollar lots and the same with the 10 dollar notes, he had them in $100 
dollar lots.  
Congratulations you got yourself a deal” Peter extended his hand 
which I took and we shook on the deal.  He started to count across 
the table 92,000 dollars, I never ever have I seen so much money in 
my life and to realize halve of this is mine. I put the money into our 
linen sacks and they were stuffed with the money like a Christmas 
Turkey.   

Peter asked what I will do, I told him I have not decided yet, but I am 
sure will have a holiday with my family, well good luck and I hope we 
will meet again.  
I turned around and replied, to Peter you never know. We left and 
went home but as soon as I got in to the car I was angry with myself, 
for being so ignorant and greedy, I knew as soon as Peter went to the 
safe without any questions argument or whatever and just got the 
money out, I knew I lost most likely thousands of dollars, but I will 
never find out, So be it, no good to try and analyze it.   
We got home and Chris was anxious waiting to find out how we went.  
We sat down at the table and I said to Chris, ”Please make us a nice 
cup of coffee to calm my nerves. Why what happened, I said I tell you 
later.  Actually stuff the coffee, get the champagne which we have left 
from your party.“ I opened and Chris brought the glasses which I 
poured and said “My darling and my good friend Johnny we spent 
together here 2 and a halve years working under all sort of strenuous 
conditions, we put in a lot of effort and determination, which has paid 
off,” Johnny I knew your dream and desire was to find enough Opal 
to go back to Adelaide and get married, Congratulations my friend you 
have become today the proud owner of the cash amount of $46,000, 
I hope this will fulfill your dream.   
My darling to you and my family, you have put up with a lot of crap 
from me and a lot of terrible living conditions for 2 and a halve years 
and we can now decide what we want to not have to do, we can leave 
the field, or continue here  for a while.  
I had a dream and desire but this dream was not built on monetary 
results the money is just a added bonus, my dream was built on the 
belief that I can succeed in the Quest of finding the Rainbow Rock, 
Australia’s Greatest Icon in the Gem World and I done it, I can leave 
the field now and can say I have seen the Rainbow Rock in its natural 
Habitat, and that is my reward, I was a successful Opal Miner who left 
the field with Money.  So let’s drink to the success and the completion 
of our Dreams.”  
We drank and then we sat down and I had all the money in front of 
me and the scene looked like Bonny and Clyde with their stash from 
a Bank holdup. I said to Johnny” here we go and I started, one for 
Johnny one for me” and so on till the whole pile was split in equal 
halves. Once done that was when reality set in and we went crazy. 
We all got up and danced and hugged and the Children were 
laughing, Johnny threw in the air a bundle of 20 dollar notes and let it 
fall all around his head and body, we were laughing and for the first 
time in a long while I heard Johnny mentioning his fiancé, How 
pleased she will be knowing Johnny is not broke, her family thought 
he was a no hoper and him wanting to get away from reality and hide 
on the Opal Fields, and now they will get a rude shock when he comes 
home with this money behind him which is equivalent to about 5 years’ 
salary. Johnny you better give me $ 600 which is halve of the cut cost.” 
Oh yes he said and gave me $600 and I gave it to Chris to put it in the 
save with all the other money.  
I said “By the way guys, we still have more to sell, remember the last 
lot we cleaned and did nothing with it, it was the doublet and triplet 
material plus the 3 jars of chips and we estimated, about $3,000 for 
the lot,” Johnny replied and Chris agreed, “Yes we have” Johnny 
continued and said, you can have my share as contribution to 
whatever you have spent.” That’s great Johnny” and I told Chris, all 
the Stones you have nicked from us and the doublet and triplet 
material, we get cut and polished. And we don’t sell anything we take 
it with us as memorabilia” Any objections from anyone. “No objections 
they replied.” So I will get the cutting organized.”” Tell me Johnny 
when do you want to leave?   
He replied as soon as I can, if this is ok with you.” Hey mate I have I 
had a lady waiting somewhere, I would not waste any time, You got 
money, I have no intention to keep you here  as I am just hanging 
around to tie up things so we can leave as well.” Ok in that case I go 
and find out when a Truck leaves for Port Augusta” Johnny replied. 
“Ok you do that, Darling you put the money away and get me all the 
stones except the very first one I found which made my decision to be 
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an Opal Miner.” She replied “ok, I am glad you keeping this one as a 
rough.”  
Johnny asked if he can use the Ute, of course I said.  
I got the stones and the doublet and triplet stones and I went to see 
Peter Schultz as he is an excellent cutter. He was at the Post Office 
and not busy I told him what I want and he took me out the back to 
his cutting shed which was part of his house. We went in there and I 
gave him the 23 stones first and he inspected them and said, “you 
sure you don’t want to sell them, ”I said this are Chris’s  Stones  and 
she likes to keep them” “Ok, what next,” I have here some doublet 
and triplet material which I like to have made up, ”Peter looked at each 
and every one of them and again “very nice material” he counted and 
sorted into doublets and triplets 39 Doublets and 53 Triplets  a total 
of 92 stones, I asked him to make stones what size suits the stone I 
will be using some to have made in to Jewelry, Peter said “no problem, 
you know this will cost you a few bob.” I said,” ok what is a few bob,” 
He replied, I charge 5 shillings per stone You have 115 stones which 
comes to £28 or $ 57 dollars.”   
“No problem Peter, at the same time can you please weigh and value 
them so I know each stones Value, for Insurance purposes when the 
time comes and we go to Adelaide.” “All right you let me know if you 
want to sell the 23 stones I offer you £150 Pounds per stone which 
should give you £3,450 Pounds or to make it easier for you $6,900.” I 
replied” this is very tempting must check with Chris.” I left Peter 
Schultz and drove to the Opal Restaurant in the hope I will see Peppy 
there, and yes he was here. I walked in and he saw me and waved 
his hands in greeting, I went over there he was with Karl and Laszlo 
was there as well. I greeted them all and I said to Peppy, “Are you 
interested in having machinery to make your work easier”” Only a fool 
would say no, and he laughed” “Peppy today is your lucky day, I am 
offer you my complete mining outfit for a total of $1,000, before you 
say anything let me tell you the way you pay for, when you have 
money and can make any payment as no amount is stipulated, you 
pay if and what and when you can, all you have to do is take any 
payment to Schultz at the Post Office and he will send it to me.”  
“Laszlo turned around and said since when did you turn Father 
Christmas.”  
I tell you I would not offer this equipment to anybody, I am sure I can 
trust Peppy, I replied, Laszlo said to Peppy, I know this equipment 
very well as Peter bought of me originally, if you decline this offer then 
I will buy this equipment back from Peter, and I know he will not do 
the same terms. ”Peppy looked at his mate Karl, who said to Peppy 
are you nuts, I would kiss anyone who makes such an offer, ”Peppy 
replied, I was not thinking about this offer what I was thinking off was 
why would Peter make me this offer we have not been that close etc.”  
I tell you why Peppy, because of Anna, I have seen her calluses on 
her hands from pulling buckets with the windlass when she came to 
the shop and she was saying she hopes that you find some decent 
parcel so you could buy some equipment. That is the reason why I 
am offering this to you. ”Peppy said,” I am very grateful Peter and I 
assure you, you did not put your trust in the wrong person,” Ok I said, 
you know where my claim is you go there and you will find everything 
there, The compressor which fits on Karl’s Ute with no problem, for 
the winch, the guy’s and the mast and the ladders you have to make 
another trip,” You can get the gear anytime you want, and as soon as 
you have it set up call on me and I give you the instructions how 
everything works.” Peppy said “we go out there this arvo and pick it 
all up” When you finished setting up call on me and I will give you the 
run down how everything works.”  
Laszlo said,” You are a good man Peter, what you are going to do,” I 
told him if I am staying I buy the Gear from Peter Schultz, and if I am 
going it will be for good, any how this is still settled what I will do. I 
drove home and I spoke with Chris about the Stones and told hat 
Peter said, I also told her we have about 93 stones coming which are 
solids and triplets, Chris told me to see Peter and ask him to cut a 
couple 12x10 solids for rings out of the lot and you will sell him the 
rest for what he suggested. I told Chris she is a clever lady. Ok I am 
off to Peter again.  

When I got there, Ludwig was also there collecting some mail, of 
course when he saw me his question was about the results from the 
cut I told him what we got and he was extremely happy for us, I asked 
him how come he was back so soon from his holiday, he told me that 
there was a rift in the family and he wanted to get away from it, I asked 
what about Klaus, he is ok and will be here next week.” Well I am glad 
I said as I would have to leave your Generator with Laszlo as we are 
going to leave the field in not later than two weeks.  
“My friend that’s great we must have a farewell party”,” I tell you we 
will have As soon as I have everything organized.” He left and turned 
to Peter and said,” This is direct from the” Minister of Current Affairs” 
Peter replied in other words from your wife,” Yes indeed I replied and 
what the following message is, Peter can you please cut for us two 
solids of 12x10mm for Rings as I would like for each of us have a Ring 
which reminds us of all the good friends and time we had in 
Andamooka which leaves you with 21 exquisite stones and I am sure 
the $6,900 is still a very good investment of the 21 Stones.” Peter said 
how could I refuse such a lovely message. Let’s find a couple and see 
what we can do.” We picked a pair of stones which were very close in 
their display of all the green, red and orange, Peter measured the 
stones with a caliper and said there we are a nice pair of Crystal 
Opals. Now let’s sort out the money,” I said to Peter, take off the 
cutting fee of $ 100 Dollars, he said ok, and went to open his safe in 
the back room and came out with $ 6,800 Dollars, all in $20 Notes.  
I asked him for a large envelope which he gave me two off. I put in all 
the money and shoved them inside my Shirt.” I heard you telling 
Ludwig about your find, congratulations it could not have happened 
to a nicer family,” I replied thanks Peter, I have one more request and 
I will pay you for it, can you teach me how to cut stones .I got the basic 
Idea as we had a machine to cut and grind etc., but no polishing 
expertise.” He said ok I will show you and let have a go, you got any 
rough I said yes I have some potch with Colour and I have a bucket 
full of untreated matrix. Why don’t you get it treated, I don’t where or 
who, Peter replied, I tell you who he is one of your country mates, I 
said “not Rudi” Peter replied Yes Rudi he would be one of the best 
Matrix treating Person on the field, and he is very cheap as he is only 
interested in getting some money for some piss. We cut some stones 
and then get Rudi to treat it for you.”  Peter you are a genius, I also 
have a few Painted Ladies which I am going to sell as well. So when 
I come for my first cutting session I bring everything with me.” That’s 
great I see you next Monday at 6pm,”Thanks Peter See you then, I 
replied, and left for home. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Opal Rush Returns to Coober Pedy with Miners 
Flocking to Re-opened Land 

By Shuba Krishnan 6 Mar 2017 

Eager miners at the ballot in Coober Pedy this week 
 
MAP: Coober Pedy 5723 
 

http://www.google.com/maps/place/Coober%20Pedy%205723/@-28.9988,134.7573,5z
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-17/coober-pedy-opal-ballot/8364382
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Hundreds of opal miners have converged on Coober Pedy to take part 
in a ballot to allow them to mine on sections of land that have been 
untouched for almost 40 years. 
The land on Shell Patch Reserve about 35 kilometres north of Coober 
Pedy was excluded from mining in 1977 because of cultural 
significance but has since been released under a new agreement with 
local Indigenous groups. 
Opal Miners Association vice-president John Dunstan described the 
ballot as something out of the opal rush days of the 1900s. 
"We all had opal fever, it was fantastic," Mr Dunstan said. 
Department of State Development's mining, compliance and 
regulation deputy director Paul De Ionno said there were 221 
registered miners, but only about 60 were lucky enough to "peg their 
claim" on the most desirable mining patches. 
Mr De Ionno said the department originally underestimated the 
interest in the land and fielded hundreds of inquiries. 
He said there was so much competition police were called in as a 
precaution. 
"It was very civil, everyone was respectful and the ballot process 
stopped any argy bargy," he said. 
Striking it lucky to get plot 
Mr Dunstan has been working on the Coober Pedy opal fields since 
1957 and worked the land at Shell Patch Reserve in 1971 before it 
was excluded from mining. 
 

: Opal miner John Dunstan says the local economy will enjoy a 
boost from the new miners. 

 

He said he believed there were opals in the area and about half a 
dozen miners would be successful in finding the precious gemstones. 
Although his name was not called out in the ballot, he said he still 
struck it lucky. 
"Once the first 50 or so claims were drawn out, the mines department 
could see that most of the good areas were already gone, so then 
they opened it up for a 'free-for-all'," Mr Dunstan said. 
"So I was lucky I got the area that I wanted, and even if I got number 
one pick, I still would have picked the area that I pegged." 
Mr Dunstan said his local knowledge gave him a competitive 
advantage over the interstate miners. 
"I've pegged under the dumps, I believe there's still a good chance 
under some of the old workings." 
Miners struggle to meet oversea opal demands 
Mr Dunstan said the newly-released land would stimulate the mining 
industry and boost the local economy. 

Coober Pedy relies on tourism and opal mining 

 
"The reason why it's called Shell Patch was because there's a lot of 
beautiful opalised shells found there," he said. 
"Shells at the moment are worth a lot of money, because they're 
getting pretty rare." 

Mr Dunstan said that over the past six years there has been an opal 
shortage and miners were struggling to supply overseas markets. 
"People are starting to realise that it's not a bad thing opal mining, 
because if you do find it, it's going to be worth a lot of money," he said. 
"It's going to stimulate the market ... it's a good shot in the arm." 
Mr Dunstan said the miners had not wasted any time since the ballot 
was drawn yesterday, with two drills already on site. 
Reprinted for educational purposes under the "fair use" provision of 
the U.S. Copyright Act. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Gem & Mineral Shows 
More shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowState=ALL 
July 2017 
21-23—TENINO, WASHINGTON: Annual show; Washington Agate and 
Mineral Society, Parkside Elementary School; 301 Central Avenue E; Fri. 9-6, 
Sat. 9-6, Sun. 9-5; Free Admission; Rock and Gem Show held during Oregon 
Trail Days in Tenino WA, also, Mountain Man Camp and Blackpowder Shoot, 
Rock Quarry Swimming Pool, Kid Activities, Saturday Morning Parade, Lots of 
Great Food, City wide garage sales, Farmers Market, Live Music Concert in 
the Park Friday and Saturday Nights. ; contact Daniel De Boer, 5107 Brenner 
Road NW , Olympia, WA 98502; e-mail: keylock1@live.com; Web site: 
wamsolympia.wordpress.com 
21-23—EUREKA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, 
Redwood Acres Fairgrounds; 3750 Harris St; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
Admission $5, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, crystals, gems, beads, 
gold & silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from 
all over the world will be on site. Jewelry repair & ring sizing while you shop. 
Free hourly door prizes.; contact Allen Van, )(503)-252-8300; e-mail: 
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com 
22-23—RAPID CITY , SOUTH DAKOTA: Annual show; Western Dakota Gem 
& Mineral Society, Rushmore Plaza Civic Center; 444 Mt. Rushmore Road; 
Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-4; $4 Admission, Children under 12 free; Hourly door prizes, 
information programs, silent auction demonstrations, exhibits/fluorescent 
minerals, children's activities, field trip information, dealers offering agates, 
minerals, jewelry, souvenirs, and gift items. ; contact Truman Goddard, 12009 
Crook City Road, Whitewood , SD 57793, (605)-269-2015; e-mail: 
trumangoddard@gmail.com; Web site: www. WDG&MS.org 
22-23—FRANKFORT, NEW YORK: Annual show; Herkimer Diamond Gem 
Show & Festival, Herkimer County Fairgrounds; 135 Cemetary St.; Sat. 9-5, 
Sun. 9-5; Adults $5, Seniors $4, Students $5, Children under 10 free; contact 
Billie Jo Muller, 301 Davis Rd., Little Falls , NY 13365, (315)-717-4664; e-mail: 
mullerbilliejo@gmail.com; Web site: www.herkgemshow.com 
26-30—FRANKLIN, NORTH CAROLINA: Annual show; Damian Belgali, 
Echo Valley Show Place (across fr GLW); 6456 Sylva Rd (across fr GLW); 
Wed. 9-5, Thu. 9-5, Fri. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; Free Admission; wholesale and retail 
dealers from all around the world; a variety of minerals, rough rock, fossil and 
gemstones; open to the public ; contact damian belgali, (678)-852-8273; e-
mail: mbellpoint@gmail.com 
29-30—SOUTH BURLINGTON, VERMONT: Annual show; Burlington Gem 
and Mineral Club, Tuttle Middle School; 500 Dorset Street; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-
5; Adults $4, Seniors $3, Children free; Dealers, exhibits, lectures, 
demonstrations, children's activities, silent auctions, door prizes, 
refreshments, free parking. Handicapped accessible.; contact Peg Powers, 
(802)-462-3548; e-mail: kdmp@shoreham.net; Web site: 
http://www.burlingtongemandmineralclub.org/show.html 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-17/coober-pedy-township-outback-sa/8363808
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-17/coober-pedy-township-outback-sa/8363808
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-17/coober-pedy-opal-miner-john-dunstan/8363886
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-03-17/coober-pedy-township-outback-sa/8363808
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29-30—MATTITUCK , NEW YORK: Annual show; L.I. Mineral & Geology 
Society, Mattituck High School; 15125 Main Road; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; 
Admission $6, Children free; Vendors displaying minerals, gemstones, bead 
jewelry, fine jewelry, fossils, meteorites and more from around the world. Also: 
gemstone wire wrapping, jewelry repair, geode cracking, geology displays, 
and a geology scavenger hunt. ; contact Karen Lotito, PO Box 209, 

Aquebogue, NY 11931; e-mail: klotito@estee.com 
30-6—SPRUCE PINE, NORTH CAROLINA: Annual show; Parkway Fire and 
Rescue, Parkway Fire and Rescue new gem show field; 136 Majestic View; 

Daily 10-6; Free Admission; Worldwide vendors with gems, minerals, fossils, 
jewelry, and much more; contact Donna Collis, 136 Majestic View, Spruce 
Pine, NC 28777, (828)-765-5519; e-mail: collisdonna@yahoo.com; Web site: 
http://www.grassycreekgemshow.org 

 
 

 
 
 

AOS Calendar - 2017 
Date Day Event Meeting Location Meeting Topic / Speaker 

01/23/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

01/25/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Round Table Group Chat  

02/20/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

02/22/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge AOS Improvement 

03/20/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

03/22/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Lucas Fassari on Gemstone Inclusions 

04/17/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

04/26/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Linda Queally on Mexican Amber 

05/15/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

05/24/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Jim Bowden on “Mysteries of Meteorites” 

06/19/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

06/28/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Live Opal Auction 

07/17/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

07/26/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Steve Hardinger on Gypsum 

08/21/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

08/23/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal Cutting Seminar 

09/18/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

09/27/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal & Gem Show Work Session 

10/16/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

10/25/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Leslie Neff & Larry Hoskinson on Australian Opal Adventures 

11/04/17 Saturday 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show Business Expo Center  50th Annual Opal & Gem Show 

11/05/17 Sunday 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show Business Expo Center  50th Annual Opal & Gem Show 

11/20/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

11/18/17 Saturday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal & Gem Show Recap / Possible Speaker 

12/25/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

12/27/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge AOS Christmas Party Potluck 

 
 

 

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 
Stan M. McCall 

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist 
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs 

Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing 
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones 

(714) 220-9282 

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630 
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/ 

custom-creative@earthlink.net 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available 

TIKKA OPALS 
E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au 

www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com 
phone: +61-7-55469324 
mobile: +61-417-421205 

Advertise in this Space! 
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month 
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month 

Half Page Size: $20 per month 
Full Page Size: $40 per month 

Contact: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 

E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 
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http://opalsociety.org/Opal_Show_2016/opal_show_current.htm
http://www.businessexpocenter.com/
http://opalsociety.org/Opal_Show_2016/opal_show_current.htm
http://www.businessexpocenter.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
mailto:custom-creative@earthlink.net
mailto:mattitikka@bigpond.com.au
http://www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com/
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application 

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) 
AMOUNT 
PAID 

DUES: 
SELECT ONE 

RENEWING MEMBERS $35   

NEW MEMBERS $45   

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10   

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE (Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5   

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $15   

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:  

 

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to: 

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at 
http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal 
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account 
is membership@opalsociety.org.  

 

NAME 
 

BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX 

CITY STATE 

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) 

PHONE - Home 
(        ) 

PHONE - Business 
(        ) 

FAX 
(        ) 

E-MAIL 

WEBSITE 

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be 

included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information 
above, please note that on the application. 

 Address  Phone  E-mail  Website   

Please sign here: ________________________________________ Date _____________ 
 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 
The American Opal Society. 

Copyright 2017. All rights reserved. 
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise 

Reserved. 
Editor-Jim Pisani 

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

Are Your Dues Due Now? 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL. 
There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your 
membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are 
overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue. 
A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note, 
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received 
you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is 
your responsibility to assure your dues are current. 
Thank you, 
The Editor 

NAME BADGE ORDER FORM: 

 
PLEASE  PRINT  NAME  AS  
YOU  WISH  IT  TO  APPEAR  ON  
YOUR  BADGE  using  up  to  two  
(2)  lines  of  text  for  your  name,  
nickname,  or  name  of  your  opal  
related  business. 

http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm
mailto:membership@opalsociety.org
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 
P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 

Volume #50 Issue #6 
June 2017 

 

 

— GENERAL MEETINGS — 
4th  Wednesday of the Month 
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM 
 

Garden Grove Masonic Lodge 
11270 Acacia Pkwy 
Garden Grove, CA 92840 
 

MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 
 

 

 

 

Some Topics In This Issue: 
 Inside The Opal Min(D) of Russ Madsen 

 2.27 Kg Opal Largest Black Opal 

 Famous Opal, the Eye of the Dragon 

 World's Largest Gold Crystal Found 

 5 Top Spots to Fossick for Opals 

 Rags to Riches Ch68: The Fruits of Our 
Labour 

 Opal Rush in Coober Pedy 
 

The American Opal Society 
 

Website:  http://OpalSociety.org 
 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety 

Pete Goetz 
Russ Madsen 
Jim Pisani 
Veronica Purpura 

President 
Treasurer 
Editor & Webmaster 
Show Chairman 

(714) 345-1449 
(562) 884-2254 
(714) 815-4638 
(714) 501-9959 
 

email: mpg1022@aol.com 
email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net 
email: editor@opalsociety.org 
email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com 
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Acacia Parkway 

Garden Grove Masonic 
Lodge 

11270 Acacia Pkwy 
Garden Grove, CA 92840 

TO: 
 

June 28th Meeting 

Live Opal Auction! 
 
Bring your opal, gems, jewelry, to sell! 
Bring your $$ to get some great deals! 

 

http://opalsociety.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety
mailto:mpg1022@aol.com
mailto:chairman2rgm@verizon.net
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
mailto:angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com

