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President’s Message 
By Pete Goetz 

The Prez Sez... 
 
JULY MEETING TOPIC 
GYPSUM presented by our guest speaker, Steve Hardinger. Come 

out and see what you might find difficult to believe about this amazing 
mineral. See the pictures and a short overview in these pages for a 
taste of the talk. 
 
JUNE LIVE OPAL AUCTION REDUX 

If you had a good reason to be absent ok then but it was your loss. 
There were some really nice parcels of a wide variety of materials - 
and with a fairly small attendance prices were great! Also, I’m very 
happy to report, financially, this was probably the most successful 
auction we’ve held. The net to the club has been applied to support 
the show. Thanks to the generosity of some sellers in attendance who 
donated their sales proceeds or buyers who overpaid for their items, 
the club netted $127!!!  
 
OPAL SHOW UPDATE  

Preparations continue for our show. We have seen a significant cash 
flow thanks in large part to Veronica’s efforts to encourage early bird 
dealer payments. Our payments to rent the facility are current and we 
are on track in that regard. We have a surprise dealer planning to 
attend who has been at the show in past years.  
 
ARTS COUNCIL BOOTH AT ANAHEIM ART CRAWL 

Saturday August 19th we will be doing the AAC booth at the Art Crawl. 
Some of you have visited. Come on out! This is a very neat evening 
of art and entertainment with rows of EZ-Ups that fill the street on both 
sides for two blocks. Stan McCall has a great display of his creative 
jewelry and finished opals. Kathy James has a booth of her fine 
jewelry. Plus there’s lots of ethnic food booths, live bands and other 
performers. You won’t want to miss the fire twirlers and if you are in 

the right place at the right time, you too might get a chance to try 
breathing fire into the night! Location is Center Street Promenade, 
directly west of Anaheim City Hall. 
 
INSIDE THE OPAL MIN(D) of Veronica Purpura. 

Just in case you had your head stuck in the opal dirt and you haven’t 
been to the Opal Show in 4 years you are missing something really 
special. Come to the show this year and your mind will be boggled by 
what you discover. Our show is by far the biggest Opal Show in the 
United States and we have show-chairperson Veronica to thank for 
spearheading expansion to 11,000 square feet, fully double the size 
it was at the White House and before. Fantastic.  
Veronica has shared the story of her walk to gems and the Opal 
Society elsewhere in this issue. Enjoy!!! 
Cheers! 
Pete 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Inside The Opal Min(D) of Veronica Purpura 
By Veronica Purpura 

At first: People are apparently relating their stories on how they got 
involved with rocks, gems and minerals. So, you want my story as 
well? Sure, I can do that. Where to start? I can I explain that whole 
“gem collection” bug is my mom’s fault. When I was around 9 or 10 
years old, she thought it was cool idea to take my brother and I to the 
Searcher’s annual Gem Show. I got overwhelmed by the sheer 
awesomeness of the whole thing and I wanted as many gems as I 
could afford. I simply kept going after that, even searching for rocks 
in my neighborhood (the hills where I live have gypsum; I still have 
some of them in my collection today).  
Fast forward: to my college years, as an independent adult, and I’m 
looking for various clubs and organizations to join. Being the 
organized the person that I was, I simply did my research and 
discovered a list of rock and mineral groups located in Southern 
California. There I discovered the Searcher’s Gem and Mineral 
Society (the same ones who do the show I’ve always attended) and 
the American Opal Society (which had long been my favorite 
gemstone). I joined their monthly meeting in June of 2009, and stuck 
to them like glue (I needed to socialize more anyway).  
Searchers: I became more involved with the Searcher’s first, during 
their annual cabinet member elections. They were stuck on getting 
someone new to volunteer for the 1st VP of programs, and I kept 
looking around. Being very organized and such, I ultimately took the 
plunge and raised my hand to take over the position. That, and my 
getting involved as co-vendor chair for their show, cemented my 
involvement with them.  
Opal Society: With the AOS, though, it was a bit different. First, I tried 
to help out with the show (usually taking care of the admission table 
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during the show). With the club’s monthly meetings, I simply took over 
our auction night (previous members took too long, and I felt I could 
do it more efficiently). Around 2012, though, as we were having our 
annual show again, I learned that our venue was jumping the price 
three-fold on us. I could tell that the older members were distressed. 
I started thinking in my head on what to do to help them, then I started 
doing research on new venues. Eventually, I found us a new place 
and offered to take care of things for them (to help take the load off). 
The rest is history. 
More recently, I have been learning how to grind and polish opals and 
expanding my extensive (and impressive) gem collection. 
New Beginning: The next chapter of my life is that my best friend and 
I are currently partnering together to start a painting business for 
painting portraits and animals (and more). We are called “Paint My 
Moment” and we’re in the process of creating the inner workings of 
our business. Our business will eventually include some of my 
sculptures and, perhaps, even jewelry (we’ll see). So that’s my story 
in a nutshell. I’ve tried to keep it short to not bore you. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

July Speaker - Steve Hardinger on Gypsum 
Talk summary: Gypsum: Not Just Wallboard Ore: Gypsum is an 

under-appreciated mineral that deserves more respect. In this talk we 
explore the interesting properties, classic localities, and other aspects 
of this mineral, and demonstrate why gypsum really is fascinating, and 
highly collectible mineral.  
About the speaker: The speaker, Steve Hardinger, has been a 

mineral collector since 1976 and a mineral dealer since 2003. In 
addition, he has been a full-time organic chemistry instructor since 
1990, and a senior lecturer at UCLA since 1997. This combination of 
mineralogical experience and professional speaking experience 
makes for well-received talks sure to entertain and educate a 
mineralogical audience. 
Here are some gypsum examples. 

 
Ramshorn gypsum “The Octopus” – China.  Photo by Jeff Scovil 

 

Cave of Crystals, Naica, Chihuahua, Mexico - Largest known 
gypsum crystals. 
 

Fluorescent/phosphorescent “duckbill” twinned gypsum from Red 
River Floodway, Winnipeg, Canada. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Members Only Website Password 
Name: “member“; Password: “opalholic”. 
 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Jewelry Bench Tips 
By Brad Smith 
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http://www.BradSmithJewelry.com 
 
Tip #1: Find the Balance Point 

 
With odd-shaped pendants or earrings it’s often difficult to find the 
right place to attach a bail or loop so that the piece is balanced and 
hangs straight. A quick way to make a tool for this is to modify a set 
of tweezers. Any set of tweezers will work. Spread the tips, sharpen 
them with a file, and bend the tips at a right angle to point towards 
each other. To use the tool suspend the pendant or earring between 
two sharp points to see how it will hang. 

 
 
Tip #2: Drill Breakage 
Using a small drill is difficult for a beginner, especially if it is hand held 
in a flexshaft or Dremel. They are easily broken if you push too hard 
or if you tilt the drill while it's in the hole. 
Most problems, however, are the result of buying cheap drills that 
suffer from poor quality steel or inaccurately ground cutting edges. A 
good drill from jewelry supply companies is well worth the price. 

Remember that drilling always goes easier with lubrication.  A little 
wax or oil is all you need. Almost anything will work - Three and One, 
beeswax, mineral oil, injection wax, car oil, olive oil, or one of the 
commercial cutting waxes. The lubricant helps to move chips out of 
the hole and reduces friction of the drill against the side of the hole, 
keeping the drill cooler. 
See all Brad's jewelry books at 
http://Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Opal Miners Fear for the Future of Their Unique 
Outback Town 

By Carmen Brown, ABC Rural, 9 June 2015  

Only a handful of Andamooka's 400 residents still work as opal miners. 
(Carmen Brown) 

 
Residents from a remote opal mining community in South Australia's 
far north say their town is suffering its worst economic downturn in 
memory. 
Located almost 600 kilometres north of Adelaide, Andamooka was 
once a thriving hub of mining activity, and the site of many legendary 
opal finds. 
But with few locals still seeking the precious gem, and the tourist trade 
struggling, many businesses have now closed their doors. 
One of Andamooka's oldest residents, an opal miner who preferred 
not to have his name published, has lived and worked in the town 
since the 1960s. 
He told ABC Rural it is the worst economic downturn he has ever 
seen. 
"The town is dead, it is completely dead," he said. 
"If you want to meet people, you either have to go in the morning to 
the post office, or the supermarket. 
"But it's completely different than it was in the early days. 
"You found opal, then everyone ate and drank, six months later you 
were broke, but someone else was finding. It was like a huge family. 
"But it's the very worst [I've seen] and I never expected it, and it won't 
get any better." 
He said the town had become too reliant on the nearby Olympic Dam 
mine for jobs and trade, and many locals were now wondering what 
would become of their community. 

http://www.bradsmithjewelry.com/
http://amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
http://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/brown-carmen/4919234
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"If their mining activities are good, then of course more people get 
employed, and more people can come into town and buy something," 
he said. 
"But if they reduce their staff, due to the world's economy, I think our 
town will die." 
The Andamooka fields were once worked by thousands of miners, but 
only a handful of locals now remain in the industry. 
Jim Blackmore has lived and worked in the town for 30 years, and still 
mines opal between shifts at the local bottle shop. 
He said while there had been renewed interest in Australian opal from 
Chinese and Indian buyers recently, there were no longer enough 
miners to keep up a steady supply. 
"Thirty years ago the buyers used to come around pretty regularly, but 
the fact is nobody is finding opal up here anymore," he said. 
"And that's probably been the case over the last 10 years, there's 
been very little product found. 
"So the buyers just don't bother coming now, a lot of them have even 
left Coober Pedy, and all opal fields are suffering the same problem." 
Mr Blackmore said there was now little incentive for young people to 
enter the opal mining game. 
"It's very rare for a young person to really get involved in the industry 
now, because it is so costly, and there's not much product coming 
out," he said. 
"They are all off working for big mining companies, or they were, 
before the big recession hit. 
"You'll always get one or two having a bit of a scratch around, but not 
seriously." 

Jim Blackmore says although there's growing interest in Australian opal from 
China, few young people are willing to become miners. (Carmen Brown) 

 
Reprinted for educational purposes under the "fair use" provision of the U.S. 
Copyright Act. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

How Do Opalised Fossils Form? 
From http://www.geologyin.com/  3/25/2017 

 

This is a crab claw that has been opalised in the same way that 
petrified wood is. This is a very rare and awesome find. Photo:  

Peter Cuneo 
Opals are highly sought-after rainbow precious stones that are 
showcased in jewellery or decorative art. 
 
These are no ordinary fossils (if there is such a thing): these incredible 
relics are made of solid opal, sometimes with rainbows of shimmering 
colour. 
Opal forms in cavities within rocks. If a cavity has formed because a 
bone, shell or pinecone was buried in the sand or clay that later 
became the rock, and conditions are right for opal formation, then the 
opal forms a fossil replica of the original object that was buried. We 
get opalised fossils of two kinds: 
1. Internal details not preserved: Opal starts as a solution of silica 

in water. If the silica solution fills an empty space left by a shell, 
bone etc. that has rotted away – like jelly poured into a mould – 
it may harden to form an opalised cast of the original object. Most 
opalised shell fossils are “jelly mould” fossils – the outside shape 
is beautifully preserved, but the opal inside doesn’t record any of 
the creature’s internal structure. 

2. Internal details preserved: If the buried organic material hasn’t 
rotted away and a silica solution soaks into it, when the silica 
hardens it may form an opal replica of the internal structure of the 
object. This happens sometimes with wood or bone. 

 
 

 

 
 

http://www.geologyin.com/2017/03/how-do-opalised-fossils-form.html
http://www.geologyin.com/
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-BY1wpmAtcYY/WNZfWpurVnI/AAAAAAAAL2U/XxzHuJag804ZAfkHKnJyvBSeJP2zxbEFACLcB/s1600/How%2Bdo%2Bopalised%2Bfossils%2Bform.jpg
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-BY1wpmAtcYY/WNZfWpurVnI/AAAAAAAAL2U/XxzHuJag804ZAfkHKnJyvBSeJP2zxbEFACLcB/s1600/How%2Bdo%2Bopalised%2Bfossils%2Bform.jpg
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-ifinjkO4pww/WTg19JksPxI/AAAAAAAAMlk/cBH3vX2z8YgFdO6MYrH-A03G5H_eunWTwCLcB/s1600/This+is+a+crab+claw+that+has+been+opalised.jpg
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-BY1wpmAtcYY/WNZfWpurVnI/AAAAAAAAL2U/XxzHuJag804ZAfkHKnJyvBSeJP2zxbEFACLcB/s1600/How+do+opalised+fossils+form.jpg
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-0bhvp__TL8M/WNZftP9YOpI/AAAAAAAAL2Y/SKroDcFrFvEwygzY6VG_z5PiuDb_46-owCLcB/s1600/opalized+fossils.jpg
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Opalized freshwater mussel shells, Lightning Ridge, Australia 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Ancient Roman Concrete Outperforms Our 
Own, and Science Only Just Worked Out Why 

By Mike Wehner, July 06, 2017 
 

 
A man walks in the ancient Circus Maximus reopened to the public after 

restoration in Rome, Italy November 16, 2016.  

The Roman Empire may be long gone, but its architecture has stood 
the test of time -- most notably, its insanely durable concrete, which 
has been hailed as the world's strongest. The building material, which 
still remains intact and stronger than ever in many places, has long 
puzzled scientists who couldn't fully explain why it was so remarkably 
strong, or why modern efforts to duplicate its strength have fallen flat. 
Now, new research suggests that the ancient concrete's unique 
mixture had a little help from Mother Nature in becoming one of the 
best building materials humanity has ever known. 
Roman concrete was typically made with a mixture of volcanic ash, 
rock, and lime, and while that recipe has been known for several 
years, scientists couldn't pinpoint what it was that caused the 
combination to be so well suited for construction, especially on 
harbors and piers where modern concrete would deteriorate rather 
rapidly. By studying samples of the concrete and putting it through 
various tests, scientists working on the Roman Maritime Concrete 
Study were able to determine that a chemical reaction between the 
concrete and seawater was the missing piece. 
When the seawater filtered through tiny cracks in the concrete it 
reacted with the concrete's volcanic ingredients and produced a rare 
crystal called tobermorite. These crystals helped to further fuse the 
concrete together, adding strength and durability that modern 
concrete simply lacks. 
The researcher is significant for a couple of reasons. First, finding a 
way to reliably produce tobermorite -- which has a variety of industrial 
applications -- is a huge plus. And, second, finally cracking the 
mystery of the concrete means that we're one step closer to 

reproducing it, and in places where concrete is used in seawater, it 
would be the ideal material to use. 
From  
http://www.foxnews.com/tech/2017/07/06/ancient-roman-concrete-
outperforms-our-own-and-science-only-just-worked-out-why.html 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
The following are the final chapters of the book From Rags to 
Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters were published 
in the Opal Express from March 2011 through Nov. 2013.  The 
next chapter is the next to the last.  The Editor 
 
From Rags to Riches 

Chapter 69 - The Final Decision 
 
When I got home there was Chris and Johnny sitting and waiting for 
me, Chris was rocking Roger to sleep on her lap. I greeted all of them 
and sat down myself, Coffee pot was still hot so I grabbed a cup and 
poured me a coffee.  
I ask Johnny,” When are you leaving,” He replied “actually that is the 
reason why I am sitting here and chewing my finger nails, so I can ask 
you if it is ok to leave tomorrow, I could get a lift with Johnny’s truck 
to Port Augusta, but if you need me to tidy up things with the 
machinery etc., of course I would stay,” I said,” Listen I know exactly 
how you feel, and I do understand, you just catch this truck tomorrow 
and head for the hills.” But one thing you must promise me to stay in 
touch and let me know when the wedding will be.” 
Johnny replied, ”My friend I want you to be my best man.  ”I will be 
honored.” Let’s not mope around this is a great occasion and we shall 
celebrate. Chris shoot across to rob and Trevor and ask if they would 
come across for a few minutes, and don’t tell them anything.” Chris 
went and few minutes later they all came to our place. As they walked 
in Rob said,” What’s up,’ I replied I would love you three to come with 
down to Gus’s place for a little celebration, have you eaten yet,” 
Lorraine replied “I was just going to prepare something light and 
easy,” I said well for get it, You come with us I invite you all, and we 
have a meal at the Opal Restaurant, what do you say,” Trevor replied 
don’t tell me and he smiled and said is the occasion what I am thinking 
it is,”  I replied, if you thinking what I have then you are right,” we both 
had a big grin and Trevor stretched his hand out and said 
congratulations  he also shook Johnny’s hand,”  
Lorraine asked sheepishly Chris is it true, Chris replied “yes it is” Rob 
did the same and shook our hands and they both hugged and kissed 
Chris on the cheek.  
I am so happy for you Guys, if it is not a rude question how big are we 
talking about, Lorraine asked.” Chris said with the stones I kept and 
the few ounces of chips etc. it is close to a $100,000.” “That’s great, 
at least you can do something with that.” Yes, anyhow Chris you get 
the little crib and you guys are you ready, Trevor said I just go over 
home and turn off everything and we meet you down at the restaurant, 
“Ok see you there,” Chris said this was nice,” well I said they are nice 
people and I want them to look after place when we are gone. And I 
am sure they could collect the rent if we should rent it out.  
That’s a good move Johnny said, and if you decide to come back you 
got your place here waiting for you.” This is at the moment a bit of a 
touchy subject,   I don’t know if we will return.” Time will tell it depends 
of where we go, back to Sydney or start in Adelaide also what kind of 
work I could find, it will be a trial situation I don’t want anything 
permanent so if I decide to pull my pegs and move on I don’t want any 
hindrance, we shall see.” We arrived at the restaurant and there was 
a lot of activity going on, as we walked in a lot of greetings and 
congratulations shouted at us, I acknowledged most of them and 
Lottie came to greet us and said” is it true,” I played dumb and said is 
what true,” She continued and said” you supposedly have hit a jack 
pot with a $100,000,” For what it is Lottie yes we did, but not quiet that 
much.” That’s why we here to have a little celebration as Johnny is 
going to back to Adelaide  Tomorrow, we are staying here till Doug 
McCormack has a relief for the Butcher shop and when that has 
happened Chris and I shall leave.” Lottie said Gus and I are very 

http://www.foxnews.com/tech/2017/07/06/ancient-roman-concrete-outperforms-our-own-and-science-only-just-worked-out-why.html
http://www.foxnews.com/tech/2017/07/06/ancient-roman-concrete-outperforms-our-own-and-science-only-just-worked-out-why.html
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-23_J77vltPw/WNZcOo_4MLI/AAAAAAAAL18/BNn2B1N2YM8JHvgFfbtvIKR8pHIJ3Xi_ACLcB/s1600/Opalized+freshwater+mussel+shells,+Lightning+Ridge,+Australia.jpg
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pleased for you, you deserve it.” Yes it was a hard slog for the last 
couple of years, but we hung in there.”   
Rudi suddenly appeared out nowhere, and he started to speak with 
me in German, and I said to him, Rudi I am the only one who can 
understand you please use your English,” He smirked and said,” I 
heard of your luck and now “we are the “Andamooka  Fools ,”That’s 
nice Rudi, actually you can help me with something,” Oh what’s that” 
he replied, I told him that I had about 200 ounces or more of matrix, 
and I need someone to treat it, I have been told you are the best and 
as I am accepting only the best, means naturally I want you to do it.” 
Rudi said, I can do it but I must work out a figure for you, I reached in 
to my pocket and pulled out five $20 dollar bills and said this should 
cover it, he said of course it will for that amount I treat the whole of 
Tee Tree Hill we all laughed. They all will be specimens of various 
shapes and sizes; I hope your treating equipment caters for larger 
sizes.” There is no problem with that, he replied; I said “OK then Rudi 
when I have it ready, where will I find you, it is best on the day ask 
someone like Johnny Lyons as I am helping out there loading and 
unloading his truck, and he will tell you where I am.” Thanks mate, 
see you later I said, and Rudi walked off. I turned around and said 
well people just shows you cannot keep a secret, for some unknown 
reason people find out. Let’s order.  Lottie came and I said to my 
guests order whatever you like, I trust you drink wine Lorraine, she 
nodded and I said to Lottie a couple Glasses and a bottle of Liebfrau 
Wein, and you boys what would you like to drink, we all settled for 
beer. The girls ordered some Burramundi with white Lemon sauce 
Chris shared her fish with Beatrix, Trevor and Rob had a T-bone 
steak, and Johnny and I had a Fillet Mignon with mushroom and garlic 
Sauce.   
The evening went quite well a lot of Miners came over and 
congratulated us, I kept saying “how the hell do all these people 
know,” Johnny said I think it maybe was me, when I went down to 
Johnny Lyons I ask for a lift and he talked and I let it slip out that I am 
going to Adelaide to be married, and while we were talking there were 
some people in and out of the shop and I am sure some must have 
heard our conversation.” I just said there had to a reason well there it 
is Johnny the” Town Crier”, Ha, ha, ha he said, yes I am guilty but I 
really don’t care,” Well as long as nobody is here from the Revenue 
Department, you be alright, and we all laughed.”  
We had a great evening, we joked and laughed and we kept assuring 
to take Phone numbers and addresses and try to stay in contact etc. 
When we were finished Johnny said good bye to Gus and Lottie and 
to Trevor, Rob and Lorraine, I said “I see you guys later.” They 
thanked me for a lovely evening, I told them what friends are for you 
guys helped us a lot.” We walked in and we put the children to bed 
and I said,” How about a Night cap, like coffee.  
Johnny said can I pass; the reason is I have to be at Johnny Lyons 
place by  4am to hitch this ride,” “Ok, what you do is you take the Ute 
and drive it down to Johnny Lyons and leave the key on top of the 
driver side rear wheel, and I arrange3 a pick up for it.” I appreciate 
this,” Am I see you guys in the morning?” I said of course you will, and 
you just make sure to hide the money and should you go in a pub 
before you been to a Bank don’t talk about money,” I will,” and you 
better contact us with your address and your phone number, we will 
be here at least another couple of weeks,” Ok guys see in the 
morning,” and Johnny went to bed for his last sleep in Andamooka.  
I sat there with Chris and I pulled out the money from the shirt which 
Peter Schultz gave me. I told her I will going to learn Opal cutting as I 
like to buy some cutting equipment, and maybe do some opal cutting, 
I could buy ever so often a parcel and cut it and maybe able to sell 
then stones to jewelers.  
Chris smiled at me and said,” why do I get this strange feeling that the 
Andamooka saga has not come to be just memories.” I sat next to her 
on the couch and said, I don’t know Chris this opal mining business 
was the best thing I ever did and I was success full,” What will I be 
doing in Adelaide or where ever we go and settle down. When anyone 
ask me for any qualifications I would have to tell them Opal Miner, and 
what do you think they will do “Oh yes this guy is ok with a pick and 

shovel but we don’t use these Items.  ”Sorry mate No job here for 
Miners. Chris slapped me on the shoulder and said “Peter Greisl what 
kind of attitude is that, I never seen you like that you always were 
positive and you kept telling me, we cross the bridge when we get 
there.”  You are right. We speak about it when I come back.   
I went and asked Rob to come with me to pick up my Ute from town, 
which we did. It is time I think of you guys, Ok, the first thing I will do 
tomorrow see Doug and tell him he has two weeks to find a 
replacement, I will get my cutting lessons irrespective of what Job I 
will have back in civilization, Then I will get rid of the Ute and I will try 
to sell the place here, we paid $2000 for it, I made improvements of 
$1000 so I will for a quick sale ask for $4,000 and accept $3,500. In 
case we cannot sell it I get Rob and Trevor looking after and sell it for 
me, I will pay them a sales commission of $500. And having all 
achieved and I got everything in place we will head for Adelaide and 
look what we can do there.” You happy with that darling” I asked Chris, 
she placed a kiss on my cheek, “of course I am happy with that 
decision it is my dream to have a house somewhere and my children 
to attend regular school, and I am able to look after my family’s 
needs.” My dear so it has been said so it shall be written,” Adelaide 
here we come. The next morning we were up and the children still 
asleep, Johnny was ready to leave, he crept in the children’s bedroom 
and kissed them both, He came out with Tears in his eyes,” Damn it I 
am going to miss you all,” a lot of hugging went on and I told Johnny 
not to forget to let us know where he is when the wedding is and if he 
gives the info in the next two weeks he better send it to Andamooka  
he nodded and agreed, Went o the Ute got in and waved and drove 
off, I looked at Chris and she had tears in her eyes, and she said,” I 
miss him already,” I do too, “ We went back in and we tried to get 
some sleep but it was not working, I said to Chris I am getting up, 
Chris said, I might as well, I said listen, there was a faint sound of a 
engine, “that is Johnny on his way to Adelaide.” I said, ‘Darling while 
I am making us a coffee, can you please bring the money tin and any 
other hiding places you have, and also any stones,” He went and after 
a while she came back with our tin and her purse a couple bottles of 
Chips, 3 little rocks painted with Opal and of course the nice stone 
what I kept from our first find. We sat down and we started counting, 
first we had left in the tin absolutely nothing as I used this money for 
the first payment to Allan McCormack. Then we had the money from 
the sale, which was $46,000 plus $600 from Johnny, and $6,800 from 
Peter Schultz which totals to $53,400, I said the $400 I have to pay to 
Allan tomorrow, and I have in my wallet another $200 after the 
Restaurant bill, and how much have you got Chris”, she said I have 
$860 which was from the restaurant job,”” That’s great because the 
means we go $53,000 to leave the field with,” That’s great.”  
The morning appeared and I was ready to go to the shop, upon my 
arrival Doug McCollum was there and said hello and he ask me if he 
could see me, I went in with him and Doug asked, ”Are the stories true 
what going around here.” Depends what they say.” You and Johnny 
pulled out about $100.000 dollars.” 
I replied,” Yes Doug it is true, and Johnny left the Field early this 
morning with Johnny Lyons Truck, now in reference to me, I am still 
here and I told you when we spoke last time I will stay for two weeks 
for you to replace me.” I hope you have success in this matter, but 
what I will do for you is, I am going to teach the new girl to cut meat 
and show her how to dress up the display cabinets etc.” If the worst 
comes and you cannot find anyone prior to my leaving, you Order 
individual cuts, like a rump, topside etc. What you do is when you 
order the carcasses, get them to cut them in the individual Cuts, and 
there you have, all the cuts on hand what you require. This should 
make things easier for you as I will teach the woman how to fat trim 
and how to slice meat at least you can supply the required cuts.” “Let’s 
see how things going to turn out.” I appreciate you not just walking out 
of it.” I would never do this to you.”  
Doug smiled and patted me on the shoulder and went in to his Office.  
I put a For Sale Notice up on the Co-Op Community board, I worked 
out everything and at lunch time I went to Peter Schultz and ask him, 
to put a notice up on his Board about my House for Sale, He did and 
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I said he can take inquiries, and send any interested parties up to my 
place.  
When I finished work, and I was going to close, Doug walked in with 
a lady in her 30’s She looks well-presented and Doug Introduced her 
as Kathleen, she said call me Kate.” Ok Kate my name is Peter and I 
belief you are Maryann’s Sister,” She replied with a pleasant yes,” 
how long have you been here” she said since last Friday, I told her 
“my dear I shall meet you here at 8 am, have you got transport, she 
replied with a” no, my husband will have to drive me.”  
I said we are just 5 minutes below you next to Doug Johnston’s place,” 
she said have you got a real cute cubby cottage in the back,” I 
acknowledged and she said I know where you are, so if you be here 
at 7:45am you can come with me.”  
“That’s great she replied, and my husband can pick me up at 5pm,”  
The next few days were of intense teaching and Kate comprehended 
very well, she learned how to use a sharpening steel, and what cut is 
what she is a natural. I told Doug about her and he was pleased, I 
said to him by the time I am leaving she will be able to lock after the 
shop. I attended Peter Schultz cutting training, and he shows me 
various trick, which I picked up very well.so after one week another 
star was born into the Opal Cutters world. Peter Schultz has just about 
completed the cutting of our stones, I was amazed how beautiful they 
were, I can hardly wait till all the stones are finished. I went up the hill 
to Allan McCormack Place to give him the money I owed him, He took 
it graciously and thanked me and wished me all the best and said I 
hope we meet again. I replied,” You never know,” and I left.  
I told Chris about Kate the new Shop hand, and that she is coming in 
the morning to get a lift to the shop. I mentioned the stones at Peters 
place and everything looks to be on time .Just as I was going to have 
a shower, there was a knock at the door, I looked up at Chris, she 
shrugged her shoulders, I went to the opened and there was Peppy 
with Anna, Peppy pulled of his cap, I said come in, they came in and 
I said please sit down,. They sat and Peppy started out, I brought 
Anna with me just to tell you how happy she was when you offered us 
the machinery, and because of that we have been able to cover more 
ground and we have seen some results,” I have here for you one 
thousand Dollars, for payment of your machine, and he pushed 
across the table a large bundle of twenty dollar notes.  I said “Peppy 
can you afford this,” He replied yes I can we were very lucky and we 
got out of this claim $8,000 dollars, and I am sure there is more.” I am 
so happy you,” and   I wish you all the best of luck for the future” Peppy 
said he could not come earlier as he has no transport and has to rely 
on Karl whenever he is available. I said Peppy   I could offer you 
something but I don’t want you think I am pushing things on to you, 
but this would help with a lot inconvenience from not having 
transport.” I have the Ute and I was going to sell it back to Laszlo, but 
I am sure he will pay me less then I paid for, so I decided I rather take 
a loss and hope that some person can afford it.”  
Peppy said the Ute which Johnny was always driving,” ” I said yes 
that’s the one,” I paid $ 800.00 but I only want $400.00 dollars, Peppy 
looked at Anna and she nodded, I don’t have to wait for someone to 
take me shopping etc. Peppy counted out $400.00 dollars and I said 
to Chris, Please check if the Ute is empty, and no rubbish in the 
cabin.” Chris went out and came back saying it is absolutely spotless,” 
Very good, I said give Anna the Keys.” Anna said” I do drive so we 
can take it with us.” Of course you can,” they got up and said” I hope 
we are as lucky as you were.”  I replied, there are a couple things to 
success, one is believe in yourself, second keep a positive attitude 
always,   and never give up,” and you will make it.”  
Anna and Chris hugged, Peppy wished us a save journey, I thanked 
them both and said who knows we maybe meet again.” Peppy got in 
to Karl’s Ute and Anna into Now their Ute.  The engines started and 
they both drove off to Dutton Village.   
So we now have $54,800 it gets better every day, but this is the end 
of the line until I can sell the house. The next few days just passed 
with no activity as the shop. All my salable goods are gone and I 
started to get restless. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Gem & Mineral Shows 
More shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowState=ALL 
July 2017 
21-23—TENINO, WASHINGTON: Annual show; Washington Agate and 
Mineral Society, Parkside Elementary School; 301 Central Avenue E; Fri. 9-6, 
Sat. 9-6, Sun. 9-5; Free Admission; Rock and Gem Show held during Oregon 
Trail Days in Tenino WA, also, Mountain Man Camp and Blackpowder Shoot, 
Rock Quarry Swimming Pool, Kid Activities, Saturday Morning Parade, Lots of 
Great Food, City wide garage sales, Farmers Market, Live Music Concert in 
the Park Friday and Saturday Nights. ; contact Daniel De Boer, 5107 Brenner 
Road NW , Olympia, WA 98502; e-mail: keylock1@live.com; Web site: 
wamsolympia.wordpress.com 
21-23—EUREKA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc, 
Redwood Acres Fairgrounds; 3750 Harris St; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
Admission $5, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, crystals, gems, beads, 
gold & silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from 
all over the world will be on site. Jewelry repair & ring sizing while you shop. 
Free hourly door prizes.; contact Allen Van, )(503)-252-8300; e-mail: 
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com 

August 2017 
4-6—PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA: Show and sale; Prescott Gem & 
Mineral Club, Prescott Valley Event Center; 1301 Main; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 
9-4; Admission $5, Seniors/Students $4, Children under 12 free; Exhibits, 
rocks, minerals, fossils, gold panning, jewelry, tools, slabs, beads, books, 
geode cracking, face painting, lapidary equipment, demonstrations.; contact 
Melanie Capps, P.O. Box 3923, Chino Valley, AZ 86323; e-mail: 
melaniecapps123@gmail.com; Web site: www.prescottgemmineral.org 
4-6—PLEASANTON, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire 
Inc, Alameda County Fairgrounds; 4501 Pleasanton Ave; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, 
Sun. 10-5; Admission $7, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, crystals, 
gems, beads, gold & silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. 
Exhibitors from all over the world will be on site. Jewelry repair & ring sizing 
while you shop. Free hourly door prizes.; contact Allen Van, (503)-252-8300; 
e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com 
5-6—WALNUT CREEK, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Pacific Crystal Guild, 
Civic Park Community Center; 1375 Civic Drive; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; Adults 
$12, Children under 12 free; The Summer Contra Costa Crystal Fair. The 
Pacific Crystal Guild has been presenting the Annual Fall Contra Costa Crystal 
Fair in Walnut Creek for the last 25 years. You will find a magical mix of 
crystals, minerals, beads, gems, jewelry and metaphysical healing tools. 
Thousands of items will be available at excellent prices, plus you can get a 
massage, have your aura read, and have a great psychic reading. ; contact 
Jerry Tomlinson, PO Box 1375, Sausalito, CA 94966, (415)-383-7837; e-mail: 
jerry@crystalfair.com; Web site: www.crystalfair.com 
11-13—SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem 
Faire Inc, Scottish Rite Center; 6151 H St; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
Admission $7, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, crystals, gems, beads, 
gold & silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from 
all over the world will be on site. Jewelry repair & ring sizing while you shop. ; 
contact Allen Van, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: 
http://www.gemfaire.com 
19-20—SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; San Francisco Gem 
& Mineral Society, SF County Fair Building; 9th Avenue & Lincoln Way; Sat. 
10-6, Sun. 10-5; Adults $10, Students/Seniors $8, Children under 12 Free with 
paid adult; 63rd Annual Show, this year honoring the fabulous gems and 
minerals of the Far East. Demonstrations by club members, activities for kids, 
food cart in the courtyard. There is a parking garage right across 9th Avenue, 
and easy transit access via several bus lines along Lincoln Way and the N-
Judah light rail just one block away on Irving Street. Discount coupon for adult 
admission on our website.; contact Ellen Nott, 4134 Judah Street, San 
Francisco, CA 94122; e-mail: ellen_nott@yahoo.com; Web site: 
www.sfgemshow.org 
19-20—SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; San Francisco Gem 
& Mineral Society, San Francisco County Fair Building; 9th Avenue & Lincoln 
Way; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Adults $10, Seniors $8, Students $8, Children 
under 12 free with paid adult; 63rd Annual Show, this year featuring gems and 
minerals of the Far East. There will be demonstrations, kids' activities, club 
information, food cart. Easy access by bus on Lincoln Ave and MUNI train on 
Irving Blvd; parking garage across the street. ; contact Ellen Nott, SFGMS, 
4134 Judah St, San Francisco, CA 94122; e-mail: ellen_nott@yahoo.com; 
Web site: www.sfgemshow.org 
 

http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
http://www.sfgemshow.org/
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AOS Calendar - 2017 
Date Day Event Meeting Location Meeting Topic / Speaker 

01/23/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

01/25/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Round Table Group Chat  

02/20/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

02/22/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge AOS Improvement 

03/20/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

03/22/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Lucas Fassari on Gemstone Inclusions 

04/17/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

04/26/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Linda Queally on Mexican Amber 

05/15/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

05/24/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Jim Bowden on “Mysteries of Meteorites” 

06/19/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

06/28/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Live Opal Auction 

07/17/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

07/26/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Steve Hardinger on Gypsum 

08/21/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

08/23/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal Cutting Seminar 

09/18/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

09/27/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal & Gem Show Work Session 

10/16/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

10/25/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Leslie Neff & Larry Hoskinson on Australian Opal Adventures 

11/04/17 Saturday 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show Business Expo Center  50th Annual Opal & Gem Show 

11/05/17 Sunday 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show Business Expo Center  50th Annual Opal & Gem Show 

11/20/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

11/18/17 Saturday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal & Gem Show Recap / Possible Speaker 

12/25/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge   

12/27/17 Wednesday AOS General Meeting  Garden Grove Masons Lodge AOS Christmas Party Potluck 

 

 

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 
Stan M. McCall 

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist 
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs 

Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing 
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones 

(714) 220-9282 

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630 
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/ 

custom-creative@earthlink.net 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available 

TIKKA OPALS 
E-mail: mattitikka@bigpond.com.au 

www.tikkaopalsaustralia.com 
phone: +61-7-55469324 
mobile: +61-417-421205 

Advertise in this Space! 
Business Card Size: $ 5 per month 
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month 

Half Page Size: $20 per month 
Full Page Size: $40 per month 

Contact: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 
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American Opal Society Membership Application 

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) 
AMOUNT 
PAID 

DUES: 
SELECT ONE 

RENEWING MEMBERS $35   

NEW MEMBERS $45   

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10   

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE (Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5   

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $15   

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:  

 

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to: 

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at 
http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal 
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account 
is membership@opalsociety.org.  

 

NAME 
 

BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX 

CITY STATE 

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) 

PHONE - Home 
(        ) 

PHONE - Business 
(        ) 

FAX 
(        ) 

E-MAIL 

WEBSITE 

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be 

included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information 
above, please note that on the application. 

 Address  Phone  E-mail  Website   

Please sign here: ________________________________________ Date _____________ 
 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 
The American Opal Society. 

Copyright 2017. All rights reserved. 
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise 

Reserved. 
Editor-Jim Pisani 

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: 
The Opal Express C/O 

Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

Are Your Dues Due Now? 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL. 
There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your 
membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are 
overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue. 
A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note, 
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received 
you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is 
your responsibility to assure your dues are current. 
Thank you, 
The Editor 

NAME BADGE ORDER FORM: 

 
PLEASE  PRINT  NAME  AS  
YOU  WISH  IT  TO  APPEAR  ON  
YOUR  BADGE  using  up  to  two  
(2)  lines  of  text  for  your  name,  
nickname,  or  name  of  your  opal  
related  business. 

http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm
mailto:membership@opalsociety.org
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org


 

The Opal Express The American Opal Society   July 2017  Page 10 

The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 
P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 

Volume #50 Issue #7 
July 2017 

 

 

— GENERAL MEETINGS — 
4th  Wednesday of the Month 
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM 
 

Garden Grove Masonic Lodge 
11270 Acacia Pkwy 
Garden Grove, CA 92840 
 

MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 
 

 

 

 

Some Topics In This Issue: 
 Inside The Opal Min(D) of Veronica Purpura 

 July Speaker - Steve Hardinger on Gypsum 

 Jewelry Bench Tips 

 Opal Miners Fear for the Future of Their 
Outback Town 

 How Do Opalised Fossils Form? 

 Ancient Roman Concrete Outperforms Our 

 From Rags to Riches Ch. 69 - The Final 
Decision 

The American Opal Society 
 

Website:  http://OpalSociety.org 
 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety 

Pete Goetz 
Russ Madsen 
Jim Pisani 
Veronica Purpura 

President 
Treasurer 
Editor & Webmaster 
Show Chairman 

(714) 345-1449 
(562) 884-2254 
(714) 815-4638 
(714) 501-9959 
 

email: mpg1022@aol.com 
email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net 
email: editor@opalsociety.org 
email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com 

 

22 Freeway 

5
7

 F
re

e
w

a
y
 

Garden Grove Blvd 

Chapman Ave 

Katella Ave 

E
u

c
lid

 S
t 

H
a
rb

o
r B

lv
d

 

B
ro

o
k
h

u
rs

t S
t 

9
th S

t 

Acacia Parkway 

Garden Grove Masonic 
Lodge 

11270 Acacia Pkwy 
Garden Grove, CA 92840 

TO: 
 

July 26th Meeting 
 

Steve Hardinger on Gypsum 
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