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President’s Message

OO WWWEREF

The Prez Sez...
Summer is upon us, eh, mates?

AUGUST MEETING TOPIC

Our General Meeting this month is on Wednesday August 239, We
will have an active opal cutting workshop with lapidary units running.
Our experienced members will demonstrate their favorite opal cutting
techniques and you can try your hand at the wheel. We will also have
a talk on the AOS opal evaluation system including a hands-on
opportunity for attendees to use the opal valuation kits.

JULY MEETING REVIEW

Our July guest speaker, Steve Hardinger, gave a great talk on
gypsum and shared many aspects of this unusual mineral. Did you
know some of the largest known mineral crystals are gypsum? One
measures almost 40 feet long by 12 feet in diameter.

ANNUAL OPAL SHOW SUPPORT DRIVE

We are starting our annual show support drive right here right now.
Like last year, we are asking members to pitch in with donations
toward making the 2017 Opal Show (our 50th annual Opal Show) a
successful event!

ECLIPSE

Do you have plans for viewing this once in a lifetime event? It begins
at 9:05am August 21st. Maximum eclipse is at 10:21am. The sky will
seem “dark” in a very unusual way. At maximum here in Southern
California we will have about 50% of the sun’s disk occluded (yes,
occluded, google it). Remember, eye damage will happen if you look
directly at the eclipse. Don’t do that. To look directly, you must use
special filters such as a welder’s helmet. An easy way to safely see
this event is to create your own projector. Make a pin hole in a sheet
of heavy paper (manila file folders work well) and let the pin point of
light shine through onto a black or dark surface. You will be able to
safely watch the progress of the moon moving across the face of the
sun without damaging your eyesight.
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Cheers!

Pete Goetz President
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Anaheim Art Crawl on August 19t

Come visit the American Opal Society at the Arts Council booth at the
next Anaheim Art Crawl Experience (A.C.E.) on Saturday, August
19th from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Location of the Art Crawl is Center
Street Promenade in Anaheim, directly west of Anaheim City Hall. If
you have questions about opals, here is your chance to talk to some
very knowledgeable members.

This is a great evening event of art, entertainment, music and tasty
food! Rows of booths fill the streets with all kinds of handmade, artisan
jewelry, clothing and items for your home. If you're looking for a
special gift, this is the place to find that one-of-a-kind item!

American Opal Society members, Stan McCall of Custom Creative
Gem Cutting and Kathy James of Kathleen James Studios, will have
their jewelry on display for purchase. If you are a collector of beautiful
opals, Stan will have opal cabs for sale - he has a wonderful selection
to choose from. He will also have for sale his gorgeous opal jewelry.
Kathy will have for sale her creative, artisan jewelry. Her work is
sterling silver with cabs cut by Stan McCall. She also features
creative, upcycled jewelry made from old, patterned silverware. Stop
by and check out their unique work!

The theme for the August Art Crawl is the 19th Annual Swingin’ on
the Promenade. Each year on a starry summer evening, Center Street
Promenade in Downtown Anaheim is transformed into an outdoor
1940’s swing club. Many people come to this particular Art Crawl
dressed in 40’s attire, ready to swing to classic favorites from the 40’s.
Put on your dancing shoes and join the fun! See the ad on next page
for details and directions.
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201 Center Street Promenade
Anaheim, CA 92805
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AOS Aug. 23" Meeting: Opal Cutting Seminar
This month we will be having an Opal Cutting Seminar. We will have
at least two Diamond Pacific Pixie lapidary sets available. Also, the
Opal Society’s experienced cutters will be there to demonstrate and
help. Bring in your rough opal to cut. The AOS will also provide
rough. This is a fun and educational event.
L o
Members Only Website Password

Name: “member®; Password: “opalholic”.
+++++ A

Some beautifully styled rings, but you would think
they would put better opals in them for a wedding
band! The Editor

25 Opal Engagement Rings That Are Beyond
Chic
By Roberta Correia, August 4, 2017

You don't even need an October birthday!

-

It's no wonder opal engagement rings are majorly trending with
millennial brides-to-be. Opals are one-of-a-kind gemstones, vary in
color, and can make a beautiful engagement ring within a budget a
reality. We're smack in the middle of an opal resurgence, and more
jewelry designers are now offering opal engagement rings in every
shape, color, and size.

If you're looking for deep meaning with your engagement ring stone,
look no further. Opals have incredible significance attached to them,
dating back to the middle ages — it was believed opals had the power
to make their wearer invisible. Known as "The Queen of Gems" Opals
have traditionally belonged to those celebrating an October birthday.
In recent years, opals have gained popularity among millennials —
probably due to their unique nature, since no opal stone is like the
other.

Opal engagement rings also carry a vintage, Art Deco vibe due to the
stone's popularity in the late 19th century. Opals rose back into
fashion when Queen Victoria's became fascinated with them — she
had her very own personal collection of opals, and often gave them
away as gifts. Other famous opal lovers in history include Cleopatra
and Empress Josephine. So, yeah, opal lovers you're in good
company.
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Ready to find your own opal engagement ring? Click through for 25
of our favorites.

» v

18K Rose Gold Ring With Pink Opal Spheres, $1,540, Irene
Neuwirth available at Barneys

Opal and Diamond Crossover Ring in 14 Yellow or Rose Gold,
$524, Wwake

Opal Luna Ring, $1,360, Pamela Love

4:’&&{. -

Cil

Opal Star Element Moon Ring, $5,000, Andrea Fohrman available at
Twist Online
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http://www.brides.com/contributor/roberta-correia
http://www.brides.com/story/color-stone-engagement-ring-trends
http://www.brides.com/gallery/colored-engagement-ring-meanings
http://www.brides.com/gallery/art-deco-wedding-ideas
http://www.brides.com/story/feminist-alternatives-wedding-traditions
http://www.brides.com/wedding-engagement/engagement-rings
http://www.barneys.com/product/irene-neuwirth-opal-ring-505088211.html
https://wwake.com/products/offset-opal-arc-ring
https://wwake.com/products/open-opal-and-diamond-crossover-ring
https://www.pamelalove.com/products/luna-ring-in-10k-gold
http://www.twistonline.com/designers-andrea-fohrman-rings/opal-star-element-moon-ring
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Pear-shaped Opal Cabochons Set in 14k Yellow Gold, $330, Loren
Stewart available at Barneys

White Opal Ring in Sterling Siver With 18K Gold Plate, $265, Anna

Beck available at Nordstrom Australian Opal Doublet Ring in Yellow Gold, $1,200, Jamie Joseph

available at Greenwich Street Jewelers

—
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Opal and 14K Gold Ring With Diamond Accent, $280, Lily Emme
Jewelry

Opal Cabochon Bea Three Stone Ring, $5,500, Anna Sheffield

Toscane Opal and Diamond Ring, $366, Pascale Monvoisin
available at Twist Online

The Deon Ring, Art Deco-inspired Marquise-shaped Opal Ring Set bt o
in 18k White Gold and Diamond Halo, $5,125, Brilliant Earth B oy
] 7
~ J ,
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Opal Teardrop and 14k Gold Ring, $198, Catbird Jewelry

Vintage-inspired Australian White Cabochon Opal with Diamond
Halo and 14k Gold, starting at $2,950, Trumpet & Horn
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http://www.barneys.com/product/loren-stewart-opal-cabochon-ring-504289563.html
http://shop.nordstrom.com/s/anna-beck-white-opal-cross-ring/4656646
http://shop.nordstrom.com/s/anna-beck-white-opal-cross-ring/4656646
https://www.annasheffield.com/collections/engagement/products/bea-three-stone-ring-opal
https://www.brilliantearth.com/The-Deon-Ring-Mixed-Metals-BTR31035/?utm_expid=1332916-302.xXo9_UNGSFe_UMoanc6EqA.0
https://www.catbirdnyc.com/opal-teardrop-ring.html
https://jenniekwondesigns.com/products/opal-reese-ring
http://www.greenwichjewelers.com/jamie-joseph-australian-opal-doublet-ring.html
https://www.etsy.com/listing/525714899/opal-ring-14k-gold-opal-and-canadian
https://www.etsy.com/listing/525714899/opal-ring-14k-gold-opal-and-canadian
http://www.twistonline.com/Rings-Stones/Toscane-Opal-and-Diamond-Ring/
http://www.trumpetandhorn.com/white-cliffs.html

Evangeline Ring, Vintage-inspired 18k Yellow Gold Ring with Oval Statement Pink Opal and Pink Sapphires Ring, $985, Capuccine
Opal Stone Flanked by Green Tsavorite Garnets and Diaomnds,
$3,150, Claire Pettibone Fine Jewelry for Trumpet & Horn

Counting Collection Three-Step Triangle Opal Ring, $350, Wwake 18K Gold and Pear Shaped Opal Ring With Diamonds, $1,200,
available at Nordstrom Minimal VS

14K Gold Opal Navette Ring, $1,375, Stone Fox Bride X Iconery

14k Rose Gold Oval Fire Opal Ring with Diamond Halo, $399, A
Sweet Pear

Five Triangle Pink Opal Ring, $2,350, Mociun

= *L”k{ J'
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14K Opal and Sunburst Diamond Ring, $540, Zoé Chicco

Rose Gold and Ethiopian Opal Ring, $460, Minimal VS

From http://www.brides.com/gallery/opal-engagement-rings
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http://www.trumpetandhorn.com/evangeline.html
http://shop.nordstrom.com/s/wwake-counting-collection-three-step-triangle-opal-ring/4525796
https://stonefoxbride.com/products/iconery-opal-ring
http://mociun.com/five-triangle-pink-opal-ring/
https://zoechicco.com/products/14k-opal-sunburst-diamond-ring
https://www.capucinne.com/En/p/643/0/0/Pink+Freeform+Opal+Trillion+Sapphires+Engagement+Bohemian+OOAK+Ring+14k+18k+Solid+Rose+Yellow+White+Gold+Anniversary+Christmas+G
https://www.etsy.com/listing/227267452/opal-engagement-ring-diamond-opal-ring
https://www.etsy.com/listing/476811270/14k-rose-gold-oval-fire-opal-diamond
https://www.etsy.com/listing/476811270/14k-rose-gold-oval-fire-opal-diamond
https://www.etsy.com/listing/270574496/art-deco-opal-ring-pear-shape-opal
https://www.etsy.com/listing/490268155/rose-gold-opal-ring-ethiopian-opal-ring
http://www.brides.com/gallery/opal-engagement-rings

The following is the final chapter of the book From Rags to
Riches, by Peter Greisl. The first forty chapters were published
in the Opal Express from March 2011 through Nov. 2013.

The Editor

From Rags to Riches

Chapter 70 - The Journey to Adelaide

These are the last couple days before our Journey, The Butcher shop
is working out well with Kate, and | found out why, she was employed
in a catering business for several years and in a hands on position.
This pleases me immensely, | did ask her if she liked the job, and she
said “I love it,” how are you doing with the animal parts, Beef and Pork
and Lamb,” She said try me, | gave her about 10 questions and she
failed only one and that was shin beef (Now it is called Osso Bucco).
This is no problem. | told Doug about her progress and he was
impressed, “The only thing | suggest is, get some Sausages from Port
Augusta and have them packed in Ice.” | showed her how to make
meat patties, Hamburgers, which she liked and told her before she
sells them or put them on show to have a taste, and if she completely
satisfied with the flavor the put them out.

She agreed with me, and if anyone asks for sausages try to sell them
the Hamburger Patty, Always, have some in the frypan cooking and
let them taste a sample. And you will find they forget about the
sausages. Kate was impressed with my explanation and the foresight
| have, and how to overcome it. When we closed the shop, | went to
Peter Schultz for my final cutting and polishing lesson it was my last
session.

Peter is just finishing a stone on the polishing lap.

A quick hello and Peter said this was the last stone from your
collection; we finished off with 36 Doublets and another 49 Triplets of
varying sizes, not to many freeform, but some very nice material most
of them fit in the category of super gem which is a term used
nowadays. Then it was called Crystal. | don’t care what you call them
we know what they are and so would any Opal person recognise
these stones as well.

| did thank Peter; | paid him the very first day, so we are clear with
him.

He kept the two ring stones in a beautiful little gem container, and
these two stones are magnificent with their colour display. Chris will
be pleased.

Peter gave me a small display case for stones | had picked some up
and placed then on the velvet and they looked good, he gave me a
list and there are numeric letter on each stone bag, the same
corresponding letter was allocated on the list which gives carat and
price. | thanked Peter for everything and also reminded him of the
House; | also mentioned to him that Peppi has paid for the equipment,
and he also bought the Ute, Peter replied,” Yes | heard he had a strike
of around $8,000,” Yes that’s right | said. Nice couple they are, really
hard working, | am very glad bit of good luck went their way.”

| acknowledged and extended my hand and said my good bye to
Peter. | went back to the Co-Op to say good bye to Doug, and he was
quite excited, | ask what the excitement is about. He replied, we have
a butcher on the way from Port Augusta. He wants to do a bit of Opal
mining, but he has no financial backing so this Job is a god send for
him, he has a wife and no children, | must find them some decent
lodging, they would never live in Dutton Village,” | tell you what Doug,
You can rent my place and maybe they like it the buy it, it has all the
trimmings like Hot Water, 32 Volt Electricity, Flush Toilet, Generator
with back up Battery Power and a little Cubby house,” So what do you
think,” Doug looked at me and said this is a brilliant Idea, how much
do you want for the House?” | said if you offer me right now $3,500 |
would accept.” To rent it is $40 per month.

| can’t buy it but | put it to the board of the co-op and if the decide to
buy it, that's fine as it would be a good Idea to offer accommodation
with the job.” Exactly my thinking Doug, | leave you my banking details
and if there is sale then please put the money in to this account. Ok,
Peter before you go, | got here your last pay, and a little extra. He
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handed me my pay envelope plus another with a Farewell Card and
in there was 5 twenty dollar Notes. | was perplexed, | thanked Doug
and he said “Peter you earned it and deserve it.” We shook hands and
Doug ask me when | will be leaving, | said” tomorrow and | will drop
off the Keys for the House.” | think | have completed all my tasks | had
to complete, | got the stones, the Equipment is sold, the Ute is sold,
the only thing left is the House, once that is gone then all my ties with
Andamooka are severed. | said to Chris when | came back,” go over
and Invite them all over for Dinner, We can have a BBQ | got a few
Steaks and some Hamburgers | am sure Lorraine will be happy that
she doesn’t have to cook. "Chris said Ok, | told Lorraine that she can
have any leftover meat and other groceries | have here,” “That’s fine
and she will appreciate it.

| went and got the BBQ ready, the two women made some salads the
boys brought a carton of beer; | had some wine left for the girls. And
the farewell party was on its way. We ate and drank and had a real
great time. We finished our farewell party on a very sad note, as we
will miss one another.

Rob, Trevor and Lorraine were standing near the BBQ, and were
quietly talking amongst them, | carried some of the stuff in the house,
when | came out with Chris Trevor being the eldest, started to say his
good bye for the whole family, and in the process he gave Chris some
keys and he said to us,” This are the Keys from our parents’ house
which has been left to us in the will. We want you to use this house
and stay there till you got yourself settled in, We don’t want any rent
for it, we want you to look after it for us we will be coming back just
before Christmas, That means you got lot of time to find something
suitable for you to buy, the utilities had been left on, all you have to
worry is about the utilities, you just pay them in our name.

Hope fully we will continue our friendship back in Adelaide.” | was
choked and so was Chris, the Girls hugged each other and we guys
did the same, it was a very emotional time for all of us, because of the
times we spent together and the traumas we experienced etc. this is
not something you can just shrug off, We thanked them from the
bottom of our hearts and Chris said, | give you the Key for this place
so you can come in and collect all the food and groceries, | don’t know
when the new people coming, When you got all the things would you
please drop off the Key to Doug McCallum at the co-op, Trevor said
of course we do this for you and here is the address; write it down, it
is Number 15 Ramsgate Ave, Christies Beach, The neighbour all
ways looked after collected the mail etc. Just introduce yourself to her
so she does not get the cops, thinking you are Burglar’s,” | laughed
and thanked him again,” Just in case we don’t see you as we are
going to leave very early, We wish you all Good Luck and all the best
and we shall see you in Adelaide, | just hope the FC will make it.

I am sure it will, they said and walked to their house. Chris and |
cleaned up everything and made sure that everything is spic and
span. Beatrix was very disappointed that she cannot have her cubby
house, | promised her as soon as we settled | will buy her one. That
seems to calm her down, and she was ok. Chris had been packing
and we had couple suit cases when we left Sydney, of course all sort
of knickknack where there as well to go back. | said to Chris |
remembered something | did forget to follow up, and that was the
treating of the Matrix, | said | just go across to Trevor and give them
the bucket with the matrix. | knocked the door was open and Rob
came out, | said sorry mate, | forgot to get this matrix treated by Rudi,
| forgot all about it, Rob had a look and said not bad pieces, | know
that's why | wanted treated. He said to me how much is there | said
at least 5 kilos, he said hold on, he shouted for Trevor to come which
he did Rob told him the saga and Trevor said if the price is right we
buy it. “l said make me an offer | cannot refuse,” they laughed and
said “how about a couple hundred dollars,” | said “Congratulations Mr
you just bought yourself a bucket full of Matrix.” Trevor went inside
and came with 10 twenty dollar bills. | took and said “thank you kindly
now everything is taken care of and | shall piss off and leave you
alone.”
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They laughed and said Good Night. | saluted back and went home.
Chris got all the cases packed she left some clothes for the children
and me and her; | took the cases and put them in the car.

Coming back in | sneaked up on her and grabbed her from behind
and just muzzled her neck and she replied you know what this does
to me don't you, | replied not stopping “that’'s why | am doing it,” She
turned around and pressed her firm body hard against mine, and said,
"How about a joint shower, | wash yours and you wash mine, | kissed
her passionately and we started taken each other’s clothes off, we
then went in the shower and had some fun. We came out and we
continued on the Couch for some time and went off to sleep, after a
while Chris woke and said we better make up the bed, | just nodded
and we made the bed, | was back asleep in few minutes. The Alarm
clock went off at 4:30 in the morning, we got up, | threw some clothes
on and started to make coffee, Chris was dressing the children, and
everyone was sitting by the table waiting for their breakfast. Which
came quite quickly, we and cleaned up the place and looked around,
| asked Beatrix if she got everything out of the cubby, she assured me
yes she has. “Well Darling this is it after two years and 9 month, we
finally going back to civilization.”

To some degree | am sad, as we have made a lot of good friends, and
we had some great times.” Chris put her head on my shoulder while
we were standing in front of the house looking at it for the last time,
She said “you know If you would have said you like to stay on | would
have agreed to it,” | know but | must think not only of me also of you
and more so the children, their education etc.” “Well Good Bye House
I hope you bring the next people the same pleasure you brought me,”
Chris said. We got in the car and the time was 5:15AM the sun was
up so we had day light, | was not raining for quite some time so the
road should be just full of the red bulldust as it is known .1 said out
loud, Ladies and Gentlemen this is your Captain speaking, our first
Port of Call will be Port Augusta on route to Adelaide, we will be
cruising at an altitude of about 250metre above sea level, The
weather is fine with a slight south easterly breeze of 15 knots, our
cruising speed will be between 50 and 60 miles per hour our
anticipated time of arrival will be approx., at 9:45 am, so please enjoy
the cruise and all the little ones to watch out side windows for the wild
life.” | started the Car and away we went. Chris said “you are crazy,”
and laughed. We were well on the run with lots of holes in the road
but the old FC managed quite well, the children finally woke up
Beatrix's eyes were glued to the window she did not want to miss any
animals, and of course every time we either seen a Kangaroo or an
Emu she let out a happy squeal.

We made good time and we passed Woomera Rocket Centre, and
from here on we had Bitumen Road, | had to stop as the girls had to
go and water the flowers. Otherwise it was a good trip. | still cannot
comprehend that | want be going back there any more, that it is all
over. We arrived in Port Augusta and the time was a little after10 am
| said “I have to get gasoline before we continue just as | was going
into a Gas station there was a Car yard right next to it. | pulled up and
| saw a very nice EH Holden Automatic, Grey colour he had out the
front. | said to Chris” | love this car;” | just have a look and see it.” |
got out and I still had the white powdery hands from mining and | also
had the bulldust all over the car, A fellow came out and said “Howdy”,
| answered with a greeting and he continued and said,” Nice car only
8 years old and it has 96,000 miles on the clock, | said how much you
want for it, he replied, You are a Opal miner, | said yes how did you
know, He replied and said, well not to many people come with red
bulldust all over them from Adelaide so you would have to be coming
from an area past Woomera and there is only Andamooka or Coober
Pedy, plus | notice the distinct white dust you have in the pores of
your skin,” | am going on my days off to Andamooka and do a bit of
fossicking, | love Opals, “I said are you the owner of this Yard,” He
replied | sure am my Name Graham, Graham Hunt,” | stretched my
hand out and | said | am Peter and | do come from Andamooka on
the Way to Adelaide for holiday, after two and a halve years.”

| said “Graham | am glad | stopped here and | do like this vehicle, and
you are a very lucky man | have some stones which make your eyes
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bulge. You don't tell me the price of the Vehicle and | will make you
an offer with my stones and my car, He said ok, But before | do | said
I just tell my little lady to go into the service Station and get something
for the kids. | am back shortly. | told Chris what | have in mind and
she smiled and said good luck, | went back to Graham with my display
case, but before | went in | removed most of the valuable stones and
had 30 triplets and doublets as these are the stones | would sacrifice
for the car it would come to one thousand dollars and | feel | was still
in the race. | went in his office and we sat down he offered me a
coffee and | accepted and | opened my display case, | said “Graham
| offer you my FC which you can see is in good nick, and any quantity
of stones you see and like. He said any one, | said yes, but | have to
rely on your honesty that you stop when you reached the figure you
have in mind, | gave him the list of the stones with their prices which
were retail prices. And he started picking the stone, and sometimes
he looked at me and | just nodded yes, and that went on till he picked
23 Stones out of my 30, that's when he said, You got your self an EH,”
and extended his hand which | took and we shook. "Wonder full you
prepare the papers and | transfer my junk in to the EH,” He said Ok,
and that was what we did. | gave him the papers for the FC, | made
sure there is a Spare Tire and jack in the EH and | noticed there is no
petrol in the car | said “Come on Graham how about a tank of juice,”
he said “go next door and fill it up and tell them to put it on my
account.” The EH was very nice inside | was pleased with it, and so
was Chris, Beatrix said Daddy this is not our Car, | said yes Pumpkin
it is ours now. After everything is completed Graham got me to sign a
transfer Paper and he said | kept the EH Price at the $1,000” How
much did you have on the car,” he said $1,200 | accepted Opals to
the value of $700 and | allowed $300 on your FC and let you have it
for $1,000 Ok | said” | am happy and | am sure you are happy,” He
said “yes | am very pleased with the stones,” My wife will be extremely
happy as she will surely find some stones to have rings made. That's
great Graham. “We are off and good luck maybe we meet again.” |
got in the EH and drove to the service station and filled the car up,
and charged it to Grahams Account. Chris and the Children got in and
off we went. As we drove off, | said to Chris, "Darling it is all history
now, we are on the way to 15 Ramsgate Avenue Christies Beach to
start our “New Life.” which we can, as we have $54,000 Dollars, and
this is only because of this,” and | placed my Personal Opal Jar on the
Dashboard where it shows all the colours in its glory. We stopped at
Port Pirie and had lunch, at a nice park on the River. We continued
our Journey, hassle and trouble free to Adelaide, the Children were
mesmerized in seeing all these activities with motorcars and traffic
lights etc. | had to get a Street directory so | could find my way around
in Adelaide, with only a couple times getting lost we finally arrived at
Number 15 Ramsgate Avenue, | was a lovely Bungalow Style brick
home it has a double garage. | pulled up in front of the Garage and |
got out, just as | was walking to the door, the next door neighbour
came and said” Can | help you”, | told her the situation and she was
happy to hear from Trevor and Rob, She just said well enjoy your stay
and tell me when you leave so | can look after the place again, If there
is anything you need please just call on me, my name is Sharon, |
replied with” | am Peter and the rest of the family is my wife Chris and
Beatrix and Roger,” She said Nice meeting you, and | better let you
get settled you must be tired.” and she left.

| went to the front door and opened it, | ushered the Children in, then
| picked up Chris and carried her in, she smiled and said | am looking
forward for us to have our own home,” | replied Darling very soon |
promise and the nice part is we can pay cash for it and don’t own
nobody nothing. | kissed her and Shut the Door with my foot. | said to
her “Darling tomorrow we go and look at some properties after we
been to the bank and get rid of the money.”

P.S. The Next Day we went and saw a Real Estate Agent in Glenelg
and we bought within 2 weeks a House in Shannon St. Glenelg. | got
a job with a real Estate Company Selling Residential Properties. And
we had a worry free life, and this is only because | took a chance and
| could see a challenge and | gave it all, with the Love and constant
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Support of my Wife | was able to conquer the Quest of the illusive
"Rainbow Rock," | shall never forget these days of laughter, joy,
despair, and disasters but with all that | still did come out on top.

Prologue

I hope you enjoyed this literature, what you just read is my
Autobiography a story told as it happened and the way | experienced
it. One of these Publications has been donated to the State Library of
South Australia and another Copy to the Andamooka Progress and
Opal Miners Association.

Now 39 Years later, | am still playing around with Rainbow Rocks, |
have a thriving little Opal business on the Gold Coast in Queensland
which can be found on the Internet under the Name of
www.opallover.com where you will find many bargains of rough Opal,
Cut Stones, Solids, Doublets, Triplets and a tremendous selection of
Gold and Sterling Silver Opal Jewellery. If you do have the urge to
find the “Rainbow Rock” then look no further you will find it on my
Website, so please don’t hesitate and contact me on
gem@opallover.com.

YOURS SINCERELY

Peter Peter Peter Peter

“The Opal Lover” “The Opal Lover” “The Opal Lover” “The Opal Lover”

A MAN FROM ANDAMOOKA
i e a2 L L B e o S S

Gem & Mineral Shows

More shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowState=ALL

August 2017

19-20—SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; San Francisco Gem

10-6, Sun. 10-5; Adults $10, Students/Seniors $8, Children under 12 Free with
paid adult; 63rd Annual Show, this year honoring the fabulous gems and
minerals of the Far East. Demonstrations by club members, activities for kids,
food cart in the courtyard. There is a parking garage right across 9th Avenue,
and easy transit access via several bus lines along Lincoln Way and the N-
Judah light rail just one block away on Irving Street. contact Ellen Nott, 4134
Judah Street, San Francisco, CA 94122; e-mail: ellen_nott@yahoo.com; Web
site: www.sfgemshow.org

1-3—SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem
Faire Inc, Earl Warren Showgrounds; 3400 Calle Real; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 10-5; Admission $7, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, crystals,
gems, beads, gold & silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices.
Exhibitors from all over the world will be on site. Jewelry repair & ring sizing
while you shop. contact Allen Van, (503)-252-8300; e-mail:
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com

2-3—HANFORD , CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Diggin\'s Productions,
Hanford Civic Auditorium ; 401 Douty St; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; Adults $3,
Children free; Museum quality Fossil exhibit, free gem and mineral
identification by certified gemologist. Indoor and out door activities for the
whole family. ; contact Kathy Corbett, 341 cedar st, Hanford, CA 93230, (559)-
904-4795; e-mail: Corbettl@sbcglobal.net; Web site: Digginsproductions
15-17—SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, Marin Center; 10 Avenue of the Flags; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Free
Admission; Fine jewelry, crystals, gems, beads, gold & silver, minerals & much
more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from all over the world will be on site.
Jewelry repair & ring sizing while you shop. ; contact Allen Van, (503)-252-
8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com
16-17—CHICO, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Feather River Lapidary &
Mineral Society Inc., Chico ; 2357 Fair St; Sat. 9:30-5, Sun. 9:30-4;
Adults/Seniors $3, Students/Children under 16 free; Home of the World Wide
Rock Tumbling Competition. Free wire wrapped Amethyst crystal neckless for
first 200 kids, both days. Dealers in Opals, crystals, fossils, beads, rough rock,
and flint knapping. Boy & Girl Scout badge area. Fun for the whole family! ;
contact John Scott, 1288 Glenwood ave, Chico, CA 95926, (530)-321-6331;
e-mail: jweazel@sbcglobal.net; Web site: featherriverrocks.org

Custom Creative Gem Cutting

Stan M. McCall

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist

Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs
Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones
(714) 220-9282
6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
custom-creative@earthlink.net
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available

Advertise in this Space!
Business Card Size: $5 per month
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month

Half Page Size: $20 per month

Full Page Size: $40 per month

Contact:
The Opal Express C/O
Jim Pisani
P.O. Box 4875
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org

AOS Calendar - 2017

Date Day Event Meeting Location Meeting Topic / Speaker
08/21/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
08/23/17 Wednesday | AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Opal Cutting Seminar
09/18/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
09/27/17 Wednesday | AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal & Gem Show Work Session
10/16/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
10/25/17 Wednesday | AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Leslie Neff & Larry Hoskinson on Australian Opal Adventures
11/04/17 Saturday 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show Business Expo Center 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show
11/05/17 Sunday 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show Business Expo Center 50th Annual Opal & Gem Show
11/20/17 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
11/22/17 Saturday AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Opal & Gem Show Recap / Possible Speaker
12/27/17 Wednesday | AOS General Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge AOS Christmas Party Potluck
The Opal Express The American Opal Society August 2017 Page 8
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) ﬁmgUNT
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $35

SELECTONE | New MEMBERS $45

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE_(Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $15

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at

http://opalsociety.org/aos application by web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account
is membership@opalsociety.org.

NAME
LT

BUSINESS NAME < NAME BADGE ORDER FORM:

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX PLEASE PRINT NAME AS
YOU WISH IT TO APPEAR ON

CITY STATE YOUR BADGE using up to two
(2) lines of text for your name,

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) nickname, or name of your opal
related business.

PHONE - Home PHONE - Business FAX

( ) ( ) ( )

E-MAIL

WEBSITE

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information
above, please note that on the application.

OAddress O Phone O E-mail O website

Please sign here: Date

The Opal Express is published monthly by Are Your Dues Due Now?
The American Opal Society. PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL.
Copyright 2017. Al rights reserved. _ There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise Wil membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are
Reserved. overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue.
Editor-Jim Pisani A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note,

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received
The Op_al Express c/o you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is
Jim Pisani your responsibility to assure your dues are current.

P.O. Box 4875 Thank you,
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 The Editor

E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express Volume #50 Issue #8

American Opal Society
P.O. Box 4875 August 2017

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

TO:
— GENERAL MEETINGS —
4th Wednesday of the Month
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM

Garden Grove Masonic Lodge
11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840

MEETING ACTIVITIES
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers,
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities

August 23t Meeting

Opal Cutting Seminar

Katella Ave

Aemaslid /g

Chapman Ave

1S pijon3
1S 16

PAIg J0gteH

Acacip Parkway

Garden Grove Bl d1

/61smq>|0018

Garden Grove Masonic
22 Freeway Lodge

rm— 11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840

Some Topics In This Issue: The American Opal Society

e Anaheim Art Crawl on August 19th
e 25 Opal Engagement Rings That Are

Beyond Chic Website: http://OpalSociety.org
e From Rags to Riches — Ch 70 - The Journey
to Adelaide Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety
Pete Goetz President (714) 345-1449 email: mpgl1022@aol.com
Russ Madsen Treasurer (562) 884-2254 email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net
Jim Pisani Editor & Webmaster (714) 815-4638 email: editor@opalsociety.org
Veronica Purpura Show Chairman (714) 501-9959 email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com
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