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President’s Message

~NOoO B~ WNDNPE

Season’s Greetings fellow opalholics:

CHRISTMAS PARTY

First an important notice...our annual Christmas party potluck is
scheduled for MONDAY Dec 18th, 7pm. NOTE: This is not our regular
meeting night. Please plan your schedule accordingly.

Everyone is invited. Opal Society provides turkey and ham and soft
drinks. Bring a potluck dish to serve 8. Here are a few suggestions:
snack appetizers, salad, vegetables, potatoes, sweet potatoes,
breads, rolls, desert. Your choice. We always have a great table of
selections. Come enjoy the holiday cheer. Maybe we’ll get a surprise
bouillabaisse from the Lambert’s or meatballs from the Pisani’s! Jay
Carey is known for the selection of $2 Buck Chuck.

Again, the party is Monday, Dec 18th at the Masonic Lodge.

OPAL SHOW (2017)

Now a few thoughts about the 2017 Opal Gem & Jewelry Show. The
show was a great one - our 50th annual!'! We had a record number
of dealers, the most ever. There was a good turnout of the public and
the room was buzzing with energy. The poised young ladies from Miss
Anaheim Fall Festival were on hand again, our thanks to Debbie
Herman. If you missed the show you missed the best one yet. Don’t
do that!

Special thanks to our many club members who volunteered: Corey
Kuepper for helping with wiring set up and for providing opal cutting
demonstrations during the entire show; John Robinson for scheduling
and overseeing the demonstrator tables; let's see, others in
alphabetical order, Jay Carey, Jamie Cassidy-Curtis, LaVerne
Christenson, yours truly, Jim & Karen Lambert, Russ Madsen, Jim
Pisani, Paula Purpura, and the VIP chair of the show Veronica
Purpura.

We had a fabulous array of more than 60 drawing prizes donated by
Opal Show dealers and demonstrators highlighted by the Grand Prize
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$1,000.00 value inlaid opal pendant with 14k gold setting by Stan
McCall. In a very interesting demographic, the grand prize winner
wrote they saw the opal show signage while driving by and visited the
show on a whim! Lucky whim!!! There were several multi-hundred
dollar value items among the prizes. Congratulations to all the
winners.

Auto Club monthly Westways Magazine printed a fine notice about
the show and many people who attended indicated this item was their
reason for coming to our show.

Again, Many Thanks to Veronica Purpura, show chair, for such a
successful event! You hit it out of the park!!!

OPAL SHOW (2018)
We are thrilled to announce the 2018 Opal Gem & Jewelry Show wiill
return to the Business Expo Center.

BOARD MEETING INVITATION

Opal Society board meetings are open to all members. We invite you
to attend and learn what goes on with your club. We hope you will
become more than interested and consider helping with board
processes. Please see the calendar page for dates. The board
meetings are third Monday at the Masonic Lodge.

Meetings in 2018 will be January April June August September
October November. Come check it out!

GENERAL MEETINGS

We are getting ready for a great year of club meetings. Don’t miss
them! We will have our annual live auction in June, there will be an
opal cutting workshop in August, an Andamooka opal cooking session
(date TBA), our Opal Show working meeting in September. Watch
future issues of The Opal Express for monthly meeting information
about other activities and interesting guest speakers.

In this season of giving and reflection on what'’s really important in our
lives, let us each take a moment to think a kind thought or share a
kind word with someone (what’s that expression? - do a random act
of kindness!).

Come to the December 18th Christmas party and help us celebrate
the 50th year of the AOS!

-Pete
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A Note from Our Show Chairperson

On Behalf of the American Opal Society, we would like to give a

special thank you and shout out
to all of demonstrators,
volunteers and dealers of the
50th annual Opal, Gem and
Jewelry and for helping to make
it a great success. We had a few
small changes to account for but
thanks to everyone's
cooperation, we succeeded in
making the show run smoothly
and without major issues.

The AOS is already making
plans to make next year's Opal
Show even better, and it's
thanks to the efforts of everyone
involved that makes it happen.
We look forward to your
participation again for 2018.
Also, | want to- thank all the
dealers and donators for the
wonderful gifts for the Show

Grand Prize 14K gold inlay round
pendant by Custom Creative

Drawing. Attached a list or those who donated.

Veronica Purpura
AOS Show Chairman

Donator

Gift

Gem World, Inc. (Gold Sponsor)

ring

The Gem Garden (Silver Sponsor)

Bird Statue/terraform Quartz

Casa De Lumbre

Two Len Cram books

Mayer Morchy & Assoc.

Herkimer diamonds and 2 parcels
Mexican opal

Poor Boys Opals

Book with pendant

Joan's Collection Bracelet

Cary Harris & Co. opal ring

Tikka Opals Lightning Ridge black opal
BKW Opals opal pendant on cable

Ethiopian Imports

Bag or rough Ethiopian opal

Zarina Exotic Gems & Stones

Aquamarine pendant

Los Laureles Opals Mex Book

Keva Krystals Egg

Diamond Bird Jewelry Two bracelets, bead necklace, two
rings

Golden Dreams Amber

Custom Creative Gem Cutting

14K gold inlay round pendant
(grand prize - see photo)

Kathleen James Studios

Pendant - Lightning Ridge Doublet
& pearl

Gem Nest and Minerals two geodes

Gems N Minerals Pendant

Ken Gard Opal

Toddle Gifts Lightning Ridge rough opal
Pt Creations/Protool Co. Three pendants

Australian Opal towel opal

Stella Stones & Jewelry Jasper

Janu Gems Larimer necklace

Beads U Need / ESAF M Inc. dba Pendant

Tom Wolfe Minerals

Ammolite / quartz necklace

J.Y. Gems, Inc.

3 pendants

Stewart Jewelry & Gifts

agate pendants

Multicolor Gems & Minerals

two pendants / aquamarine rough /
garnets

Mineral Society (geode cutters)

Del's Opals Earrings

Lasco Diamond Products Bit Kit

A&S Opals bag of opal rough
North Orange County Gem & 4 inch geode
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Route 66 Gold Miners
Ed Quo Co.
AQOS Club Donation

$25 Gold bag
Four gem stones
amber earrings

AQOS Club Donation
AOS Club Donation

opal earrings
Scrimshaw ring

Winton Opal Gems Carved pendant

Demonstrators donation Opal Book

e

Will Tesla Die for Lack of Cobalt?

Probably not. The dreaded cobalt shortage seems like a story we
have heard before

Core samples sit on trays for processing in Ontario, Canada, last
month. PHOTO: COLE BURSTON/BLOOMBERG NEWS

By Spencer Jakab, Nov. 29, 2017

Wedged between iron and nickel on the periodic table, cobalt has
suddenly emerged as the electric car killer.

The once-obscure metal, a critical part of batteries, has nearly tripled
in price since last summer as concerns grow about whether there will
be enough cobalt to meet demand.
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The ingredients are certainly there for a shortage. Output is
concentrated in the politically unstable Democratic Republic of Congo
and refining is dominated by China. Demand is set to soar as
companies from Tesla Inc. to Volkswagen AG ramp up production of
electric vehicles.

With the price of cobalt hitting $30 a pound, investors have poured
into shares of companies that mine or own rights to the metal.
Canada’s Cobalt27 Capital Corp., which believes there is already a
deficit in supply which will worsen, is up 162% this year.

“I don’t think automobile manufacturers are as concerned about price
as availability,” says George Heppel, a consultant at materials
research firm CRU International who says the shortage could peak in
2021.

But the dreaded shortage of cobalt, which is used in the cathode of
the batteries, is a bit more complicated than industry projections
would suggest. As anyone who remembers the fears around so-called
rare earths metals will agree, high prices have a way of boosting
supply and reducing demand. With the cost of cobalt alone having
risen to over $800 for some leading EV models - about as much as
that of aluminum or plastic per vehicle—mother necessity is calling.
Like cobalt, rare earths aren’t so rare. China’s move to restrict exports
in 2010 exacerbated the perceived shortage, sending the prices of
some varieties up 10-fold. Companies such as Molycorp, Rare
Element Resources Ltd. and Quest Rare Mineral Ltd., which all had
some connection to reserves, saw their shares surge based on
supposedly rosy prospects. Since then, all have lost nearly all of their
value.

Already, Mr. Heppel explains, other users of the metal, for example in
the pigments industry, are searching for alternatives. Meanwhile,
some batteries, such as a design by Tesla, use less of the metal.
Lower-performing batteries use none at all, and those batteries’
capabilities may improve with technological tweaks.

Supply will react too. Companies that operate copper and nickel
mines, where cobalt is co-produced, are targeting expansion, and
there are some pure-play cobalt mines being planned that could start
producing shortly after the projected shortage hits.

For electric vehicles, this looks more like a speed bump than a cliff.

Write to Spencer Jakab at spencer.jakab@wsj.com

From https://www.wsj.com/articles/will-tesla-die-for-lack-of-cobalt-
1511951403
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What is a Trapiche Emerald?

By Marc Gering, JazzanJewels.

A
Y

“Primagem trapiche emerald.” Photo by Jeffery Bergman, © Primagem
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Many books and articles cover the beautiful emerald, the most well-
known member of the beryl family. You can learn about its rich green
tones, the jardin or “garden” of inclusions that often help identify a
stone’s origins, its unique cutting properties, and the treatments it
receives. However, you'll find very little information about the
extremely rare trapiche emerald.

Note the hexagonal core of this trapiche emerald, typical for the growth of
emeralds. Photo courtesy of Marc Gering, JazzanJewels.

These emeralds get their name from the trapiche (pronounced
tra-PEE-che), a grinding wheel used in Colombia, South America. In
the regions where these gems are often found, people use these
wheels to process sugarcane. As you can see in the above photo,
some of these gems resemble a spoked wheel with a hexagonal core.
Please note, however, not all of these gems have that hexagonal
“hub.” Some believe trapiche emeralds from one mining area display
the core, while those from another don’t. Based on my research and
conversations with dealers, the presence or lack of a core doesn'’t
appear to indicate origin.

Despite its starlike appearance, this unique “spoked” pattern isn’'t a
case of asterism. However, trapiche emeralds may reveal
chatoyancy, a “cat’s eye” effect. Parallel growth tube inclusions can
create a cat’s eye in the “pie-shaped” sections as well as, rarely, along
the length of whole cabbed trapiche emeralds. Expert lapidaries can
orient and cut these stones to bring out this effect.

Cat’s-eyes in fmpche segments

“Primagem trapiche emerald showing cat’s eye in segments.” Photo
by Jeffery Bergman, © Primagem.

How Does a Trapiche Emerald Form?
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During the formation of an emerald crystal, black carbon impurities
may enter the gemstone mix. Because of emerald’s hexagonal crystal
structure, these impurities may fill in at the crystal junctions, forming
a six-point radial pattern. In some trapiche emeralds, inclusions of
albite, quartz, carbonaceous materials, or lutite may outline the
hexagonal emerald core. From there, they extend in spokes that
divide the surrounding emerald material into six trapezoidal sectors.

The central, tapered emerald core first grows under hydrothermal
conditions. Should these conditions slow or even stop for some time,
impurities may enter the mix. As growth conditions resume, both
emerald and, for example, albite may form. The hexagonal prism
faces of the core crystal can maintain their uniform growth, producing
pure emerald. However, albite fills the areas growing from the edges,
between the prism faces. This results in six sectors of clear emerald
and six of a combination, predominantly albite with some emerald.
Thus, the central core and the six surrounding trapezoidal sectors of
a trapiche emerald comprise a single, untwinned crystal.

©Primagem

“Somewhere in the Rainbow Collection,” trapiche emerald. Photo by Jeff
Scovil, © Primagem.

Often, the hexagonal core may be colorless, transparent beryl.
However, it can be green. In a 1970 analysis of Muzo, Colombia’s
trapiche emeralds in American Mineralogist, K. Nassau and K. A.
Jackson found their principal coloring agent was vanadium.”
Trapiche Emerald Gallery

With or without a core, trapiche emeralds make lovely gems.

A trapiche emerald with no central core.
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Photographs courtesy of Mr. Farooq Hashmi, Intimate Gems.
Sources of Trapiche Emerald

People long believed only Colombia produced trapiche emeralds, at
the Muzo and Pefias Blancas mines. However, these gems have also
been found in Brazil. In addition, a light grayish-green beryl, 13.74 cts,
with a trapiche-like structure was discovered in Madagascar.

Trapiche Emerald Treatments
Visitors to the Colombian mines have reported recently the sale of
obviously treated material presented as natural. Keep in mind that
emeralds commonly receive various treatments and enhancements.
Like other emeralds, trapiche emeralds are frequently oiled or
impregnated with epoxy.

Imitation or simulated trapiches do exist, such as a colorless beryl with
a plastic coating imitating a trapiche pattern.

©Frimagem

“Wilma Van Der Giessen Collection,” trapiche emeralds. Photo by Jeffery
Bergman, © Primagem. Used with permission.

From https://www.gemsociety.org/article/trapiche-emerald
+++++++

Fake, Synthetic, Treated, and Misclassified
Rocks

The Gemsonsa Critique Hub 4/1/2016

No pranks or tricks for April Fools, but | rather make a large list of
gems or minerals that are constantly misclassified as other minerals
or fakes created by the lapidary market (especially from China) to trick
people into buying them. I'll keep adding to this list when | find new
ones.

Dalmatian Jasper - Correctly called Dalmatian Stone, it's not a
jasper, but rather an igneous stone. It's a mixture of several minerals,
including feldspar and tiny grains of quartz. This page goes into detail
about the composition and difference between it and actual jaspers.

Dragon Vein Agate - Is also called Dragon Skin Agate, it's a dyed
stone. What stone is it dyed from is unknown as there are multiple
sources saying different things. Some have come to the conclusion
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its a type of dyed chalcedony, either being agate or spider web
carnelian

Transparent/Translucent and brightly colored Obsidian -
Obsidian are usually black, mahogany, bluish black, and sometimes
colorless. There are other known iridescent variations like rainbow,
fire, and sheen obsidian. However, brightly colored “obsidian” are not
obsidian at all. Most colored obsidian you look up have a watery-clear
texture are not natural. They are either man-made glass or slag glass.
It is possible for natural obsidian can be green, blue, yellow, and red
but those varieties are very rare.

Bumblebee Jasper - It's not a jasper, but rather a type of rock. It's a
mixture of several different minerals and can only be found in the Java
province of Indonesia. You can read more information here.

Crab Fire Agate - This is a weird one because the difference between
a crab fire agates and actual fire agates are extremely apparent
(laughably so). Once again, it is unknown what crab fire agate actually
is (if it is a stone at all). Some people say it's actually treated or dyed
spider web carnelian, but it could also be synthetic glass. Someone
did a very detailed examination on the material here.

Candy Jade - Dyed white stone (not jade), synthetic glass, or made
with stone powder.

Aqua Terra Jasper - The term “Aqua Terra” seems to be a loose
terms used for multiple stones in the lapidary community. However,
for this particular stone, it's misclassified. It's actually a hydrated
aluminium phosphate mineral called variscite.

Dragon Breath Opal - May also be referred to as Dragon’s Breath
Glass or simply Dragon’s Breath, is not an opal or even a real mineral.
It's a synthetic glass material with a bi-colored effect caused by mixing
metals together. It was used to simulate fire/jelly opals.

Impression Jasper - Not to be confused with Imperial Jasper. Like
Aqua Terra, impression jasper is actually low grade variscite that's
dyed to change or enhance its color.

Lemuerian Seed Crystal - Sold as a different and “sacred” mineral
of a legendary civilization similar to Atlantis and claiming to originate
from Brazil. These are actually regular quartz crystals.

Blue Moonstone: This name can be giving to high quality moonstone
with a bluish tinge, but most blue “moonstones” being sold are dyed
chalcedony.

Rainforest Jasper - A rhyolite. Correctly called rainforest rhyolite, it's
an igneous rock that contains quartz and feldspar nodules.

Utah Turquoise - Misnomer of variscite.

Kambaba Jasper/Nebula Stone - This one is just embarrassing. It's
so wide spread thanks to crystal healing sites that it continuously
misspells “Kabamba”. It should not be confused with Kabamby Jasper
(which is actually a rhyolite). There was a lot of controversy
surrounding the stone: not just being called a jasper, but also labeled
as a stromatolite. Neither of these are true. The stone is actually
called Kabamba stone or Eldarite, an igneous stone. I've gone into
detail about this stone in this post, but someone else did a break down
on the chemical composition of the stone’s colored variant Nebula
Stone, which can be found here.

Blue Opal - While there is a blue opal variety of Australian Opal from
Queensland (and perhaps also applied to black, boulder, and crystal
opals), it's sometimes a misnomer for lazulite.

Sea Sediment Jasper - Not to be confused with Sea Jasper (as it's
another name for Ocean Jasper, which is a real mineral), it's also
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sometimes called Emperor Jasper. It's a mixed bag, but the majority
of sea sediment “jaspers” are manmade dyed resin/polymer
creations. However, some sellers dye other minerals and sell them off
as sea sediment jasper. Some number of dyed stones include low
grade variscite, agates, and (in one case) white brecciated jasper.

Blue Onyx - Are either blue agates or chalcedony dyed blue.

Picasso Jasper - Correctly called Picasso Stone or Picasso Marble,
it's a metamorphic limestone.

Yellow Turquoise - Yellow jasper or serpentine being sold as a
turquoise. Turquoises cannot be yellow in color.

Orbicular Jasper and all of its varieties, including Ocean Jasper
and Poppy Jasper - While it's debated, orbicular jasper (and its
varieties) are actually silicified rhyolites or tuffs that contains
crystallized quartz and feldspar needle-like crystals forming circular
structures. On the other hand, a modern term for jasper no longer
applies to just quartz gems, but rather spotted rhyolites too. This
makes classifying very confusing.

African Turquoise - A misnomer. The stone is not turquoise, but a
variety of jasper that resembles turquoise.

Mariam Jasper, Elephant Skin Jasper, Cobra Jasper, Coquina
Jasper, and many more names - The stone of many names for a
wavy yellow and brown rock. It's actually limestone with fossils
embedded into it. More suitable names for it are Script Stone or Arabic
Script Stone.

Black Turquoise - It's actually black onyx with banding similar to a
turquoise (not to be confused with spider web turquoise).

Amazon Jade - A misnomer used to describe green amazonite.
Purple Turquoise - A misnomer for Sugilite.
Bohemian Topaz - A misnomer for Citrine.

White Turquoise - Also called “white buffalo turquoise”, is a
misnomer for Howlite.

Jasper Jade - Green jasper or serpentine disguised as jade.
Black Amber - A misnomer for Jet.

Oregon Jade - Either dark green chalcedony or Jasper sold as a jade.
Mojave Turquoise - Sometimes spelled “Mohave Turquoise”, is not a
natural growing turquoise, but can be made with real turquoise. They
take low grade turquoise nuggets (usually Kingman turquoise) and
bound them with bronze metal or resin. The blocks are dyed to
achieve other colors like green and purple. They came from the
Kingman mine in Arizona and may be the only sellers to use real
turquoise for Mojave Turquoise. Other stores dye other minerals like
howlite (or magnesite) and sell it as this stone.

Purple Jade - Sometimes sold as Sugilite. However, it should be
noted that purple or lavender jade is a real variety of jadeite.
Herkimer Diamond - Hardly a diamond at all. It's a double-terminated
quartz with crystal clear clarity, located in Herkimer County, New
York.

Rainbow Moonstone - It's a trade name given to transparent or white
labradorite.

Balas Ruby - Trade name for a rose-red variety of spinel.
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Black Turquoise - Contains no real turquoise at all. It's also referred
to as synthetic turquoise. It is created using inert ingredients, dye, and
resin to form blocks that can be cut and shaped.

Cherry/Blueberry Quartz - Artificially made glass. (Note: some
Strawberry Quartzes being sold may also be made of glass, but it is
a naturally existing stone).

Bone Turquoise - Fossil bone or ivory colored naturally or artificially
to resemble a turquoise.

Synthetic Alexandrite - While true synthetic alexandrites are made,
ones that are sold are usually synthetic color change corundums as
they’re easier to make.

Cubic Zirconia - A synthesized, colorless form of zirconia. They're
often sold in place of diamonds. Despite having zirconium dioxide in
their chemical composition, they have no relation to zircons.

Mexican Onyx, Limestone Onyx, onyx-marble - All misnomers for a
banded variety of calcite.

Aura Quartz - These are metal-coated crystals. What happens is you
take a regular quartz crystal and bond it with a metal or two to give it
its metallic sheen. Some varieties, like Aqua Aura Quartz, are made
in a vacuum where the quartz is heated and gold vapor is applied (in
a process called vapor deposition). Some other metal coatings
include copper, platinum, indium, titanium, silver, and niobium.

Rhinestone - An imitation diamond stone made of crystal glass or
polymers. Originally, rock crystal was used to make rhinestones until
the 19th century. Today they're used as costume jewelry and
decorative clothing, but they’re sometimes sold under the disguise of
other stones.

Gaia Stone - May also be called Mt. St. Helens Stone and unofficially
Helenite. Sellers and crystal healers claim that this is natural green
obsidian. This is incorrect. This is an artificial glass made from the
ashes of the 1980 volcanic eruption at Mt St Helens in Washington
State, USA.

Opalite - Despite its name, Opalite is a man made glass. It's
sometimes called Sea Opal Glass and Opalized Glass. It's often
confused for Moonstone.

From http://gemsonacritiquehub.tumblr.com/post/142087733371/fake-
synthetic-treated-and-misclassified-rocks

+++++++ A

Gem & Mineral Shows
More shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowsState=ALL

December 2017

8-10—SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem
Faire Inc, Ealr Warren Showgrounds; 3400 Calle Real; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6,
Sun. 10-5; Admission $7, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, crystals,
gems, beads, gold & silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices.
Exhibitors from all over the world will be on site. Jewelry repair & ring sizing
while  you shop.; contact Allen Van, (503)-252-8300; e-mail:
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com

9-10—RIALTO, CALIFORNIA: Show and sale; OrangeBelt Mineralogical
Society, Across street from Rialto City Hall; 105 S. Palm Ave.; Sat. 9am-Dusk,
Sun. 9am-Dusk; Free Admission; Tons of rocks, minerals, fossils, gems,
jewelry, hand made crafts, tools, petrified woods, agate, geodes, and much
more. Fun and educational.; contact Jessica Pearson; e-mail:
jpearson1915@gmail.com; Web site: OBMSRocks.yolasite.com

15-17—SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, Scottish Rite Center; 1895 Camino del Rio S; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun.
10-5; Admission $7, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, crystals, gems,
beads, gold & silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices.
Exhibitors from all over the world will be on site. Jewelry repair & ring sizing
while you shop. ; contact Allen Van, (503)-252-8300; e-mail:
info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com
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5-7—MESA, ARIZONA: Annual show; Flagg Mineral Foundation, Mesa
Community College; 1833 W. Southern Avenue; Daily 9-5; Free Admission;
Join us for our 46th Annual Flagg Gem and Mineral Show! NE corner of
Dobson Road and US 60 in Mesa Community College parking lot. Vendors
with special displays, club booths, ATM, food vendors and activities and free
samples for children! The largest show in the Valley--we hope to see you
there!; contact Dana Slaughter, 2952 E Silverbell Rd, San Tan Valley, AZ
85143-4598, (602)-312-9791; e-mail: dsminerals@aol.com; Web site:
flaggmineralfoundation.com

5-7—SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, Sonoma County Fairgrounds; 1350 Bennett Valley Rd; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-
6, Sun. 10-5; Admission $7, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, precious
& semi-precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals
& much more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the world.
Jewelry repair, cleaning & ring sizing while you shop. Free hourly door prizes.
; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:
http://www.gemfaire.com

12-14—GLOBE, ARIZONA: Annual show; Gila County Gem and Mineral
Society, Gila County Fairgrounds; HWY 60, 3 mi. north of Globe, AZ; Fri. 9-5,
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; Admission $3 or $5/couple, Students/Children free; contact
Jodi Brewster, (623)-810-9780; e-mail: jodibrewster66@gmail.com; Web site:
gilagem.org

12-14—DEL MAR, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc,
Del Mar Fairgrounds; 2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-
5; Admission $7, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, precious & semi-
precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals & much
more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the world. Jewelry
repair, cleaning & ring sizing while you shop. Free hourly door prizes. ; contact
Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:
http://ww.gemfaire.com

13-14—YACHATS, OREGON: Annual show; Yachats Chamber of
Commerce, Yachats Commons; 441 Hwy 101; Sat. 10-4, Sun. 10-4; Free
Admission; The 7th Ever Yachats Agate Festival, over the MLK Holiday
weekend. Gems, Minerals, Fossils and more. Rock identification, cabbing and
wire wrapping demonstrations , featured speakers. See our website for more
details.; contact Donna Hirschman, PO Box 550, Yachats, OR 97498, (541)-
270-3777; e-mail: iamhrisch@yahoo.com; Web site:
www.yachatsagatefetival.com

19-21—SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire
Inc, Marin Center; 10 Avenue of the Flags; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Free
Admission; Fine jewelry, precious & semi-precious gemstones, millions of
beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals & much more at manufacturer’s prices.
Exhibitors from around the world. Jewelry repair, cleaning & ring sizing while
you shop. Free hourly door prizes. ; contact Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-
mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site: http://www.gemfaire.com
20-21—EXETER, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Tule Gem & Mineral Society,
Exeter, CA Veteran\\\'s Memorial Bldg.; 324 N. Kaweah Ave.; Sat. 10-5, Sun.
10-4; Free Admission; Demonsstrations, Free Door Prizes, Free Parking,
Gems, Grab Bags, Great Food, Jewelry, Lapidary Supplies, Minerals,
Outstanding Displays, Raffle, Rocks, Silent Auction, Ten Dealers, Wheel of
Fortune; contact Margaret Buchmann, 5215 W. Nicholas Ave., Visalia, CA
93291, (559)-799-6034; e-mail: margaretbud3@gmail.com; Web site:
tulegem.com

26-28—HILLSBORO, OREGON: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc,
Washington County Fairgrounds; 873 NE 34th Ave; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun.
10-5; Admission $7, Children free (ages 0-11); Fine jewelry, precious & semi-
precious gemstones, millions of beads, crystals, gold & silver, minerals & much
more at manufacturer’s prices. Exhibitors from around the world. Jewelry
repair, cleaning & ring sizing while you shop. Free hourly door prizes.; contact
Yooy Nelson, (503)-252-8300; e-mail: info@gemfaire.com; Web site:
http://www.gemfaire.com

27-10—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Annual show; Martin Zinn Expositions, LLC,
Hotel Tucson City Center; 475 N. Granada; Daily 10-6, Sat. 10-5; Free
Admission; Dealers from around the world sell minerals, fossils, meteorites,
rough and cut gems, lapidary supplies, home decor and so much more. From
a single shark's tooth to an entire dinosaur, from micro-minerals to 10-ft high
geodes, cutting rough to custom cut gems, the Arizona Mineral & Fossil Show
has it all! Don't miss the Artists' Gallery of stone delights, Fossil Hall, and the
large dinosaur sculptures playing in the courtyard. Allow plenty of time to see
it all.; contact Regina Aumente, PO Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004, (505)-867-
0425; e-mail: mzexpos@gmail.com; Web site: http://www.mzexpos.com
s o L
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AQOS 2018 Calendar

Month Date I\Dl\&;ge?(f Event Meeting Location Meeting Topic / Speaker
Jan 01/15/18 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
Jan 01/24/18 | Wednesday | AOS General Meeting | Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced
Feb 02/28/18 | Wednesday | AOS General Meeting | Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced
Mar 03/28/18 | Wednesday | AOS General Meeting | Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced
Apr 04/16/18 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
Apr 04/25/18 | Wednesday | AOS General Meeting | Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced
May | 05/23/18 | Wednesday | AOS General Meeting | Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced
Jun 06/18/18 Monday AOS Board Meeting | Garden Grove Masons Lodge
Jun 06/27/18 | Wednesday | AOS General Meeting | Garden Grove Masons Lodge Live Opal Auction
Jul 07/25/18 | Wednesday | AOS General Meeting | Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced
Aug | 08/20/18 Monday AOS Board Meeting | Garden Grove Masons Lodge
Aug | 08/22/18 | Wednesday | AOS General Meeting | Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opal Cutting Seminar
Sep | 09/17/18 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
Sep 09/26/18 | Wednesday | AOS General Meeting | Garden Grove Masons Lodge | Opal & Gem Show Work Session
Oct 10/15/18 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
Oct 10/24/18 | Wednesday | AOS General Meeting | Garden Grove Masons Lodge To Be Announced
Nov 11/03/18 Saturday 51thc,:;nnr11u§1:mov\rl)al & Business Expo Center 51th Annual Opal & Gem Show
Nov |11/0418 | Sunday | >HRfmnuZOpald Business Exoo Conter 51th Annual Opal & Gem Show
Nov | 11/19/18 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge
Nov 11/28/18 | Wednesday | AOS General Meeting | Garden Grove Masons Lodge Opalpiscas?mesggévallf:rcap /
Dec 12/17/18 Monday AOS General Meeting | Garden Grove Masons Lodge AOS Christmas Party Potluck
0
The Opal Express The American Opal Society December 2017 Page7



https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/Opal_Show_Current/opal_show_current.htm
http://opalsociety.org/Opal_Show_Current/opal_show_current.htm
http://www.businessexpocenter.com/
http://opalsociety.org/Opal_Show_Current/opal_show_current.htm
http://opalsociety.org/Opal_Show_Current/opal_show_current.htm
http://www.businessexpocenter.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76

Advertise in this Space!
Business Card Size: $5 per month
Quarter Page Size: $10 per month

Half Page Size: $20 per month

Full Page Size: $40 per month

Contact:
The Opal Express C/O
Jim Pisani
P.O. Box 4875
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org

Custom Creative Gem Cutting

Stan M. McCall
Lapidary and Jewelry Artist
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs
Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones
(714) 220-9282
6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/

custom-creative@earthlink.net
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available

We have heaps of
rough at rock
bottom prices!

All grades available
Also available:

Rubs
Cut Stones
Contract Cutting

Email: aandsopals@gmail.com
Website: aandsopals.com

Facebook: A&S Opals LLC
Youtube: AandSOpalsdotcom

Phone #: 518-331-6146
Come see us at the AOS show.
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) ﬁmgUNT
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $35

SELECTONE | New MEMBERS $45

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE_(Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $15

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at

http://opalsociety.org/aos application by web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account
is membership@opalsociety.org.

NAME
LT

BUSINESS NAME < NAME BADGE ORDER FORM:

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX PLEASE PRINT NAME AS
YOU WISH IT TO APPEAR ON

CITY STATE YOUR BADGE using up to two
(2) lines of text for your name,

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) nickname, or name of your opal
related business.

PHONE - Home PHONE - Business FAX

( ) ( ) ( )

E-MAIL

WEBSITE

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information
above, please note that on the application.

OAddress O Phone O E-mail O website

Please sign here: Date

The Opal Express is published monthly by Are Your Dues Due Now?
The American Opal Society. PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL.
Copyright 2017. Al rights reserved. _ There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise Wil membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are
Reserved. overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue.
Editor-Jim Pisani A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note,

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received
The Op_al Express c/o you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is
Jim Pisani your responsibility to assure your dues are current.

P.O. Box 4875 Thank you,
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 The Editor

E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express Volume #50 Issue #12

American Opal Societ
PO, Box 4875 December 2017

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

TO:
— GENERAL MEETINGS —

4th Wednesday of the Month
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM

Garden Grove Masonic Lodge
11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840

MEETING ACTIVITIES
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers,
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities

December 18" - General Meeting
Christmas Party Potluck!!!
AOS will provide Ham and

Turkey. Bring side dish!!!

Katella Ave

Aemaslid /g

Chapman Ave

1S pijon3
1S 16

PAIg J0gteH

Acacip Parkway

/61smq>|0018

Garden Grove Bl d1

Garden Grove Masonic
22 Freeway Lodge

rmm— 11270 Acacia Pkwy
Garden Grove, CA 92840

Some Topics In This Issue: The American Opal Society

e  Christmas Potluck

e A Note from Our Show Chairperson
e Will Tesla Die for Lack of Cobalt? Website: http://OpalSociety.org
e What is a Trapiche Emerald?
e Fake, Synthetic, Treated, and Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety
Misclassified Rocks
Pete Goetz President (714) 345-1449 email: mpgl1022@aol.com
Russ Madsen Treasurer (562) 884-2254 email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net
Jim Pisani Editor & Webmaster (714) 815-4638 email: editor@opalsociety.org
Veronica Purpura Show Chairman (714) 501-9959 email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com
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