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President’s Message 
By Pete Goetz 

Howdy all: 
 

JUNE 27th GENERAL MEETING LIVE AUCTION! 
 

Bring your opal, gems, jewelry, to sell! 
Bring your $$ to get some great deals! 

 
See full information and buyer and seller agreements elsewhere in 
this issue. 
 
SPECIAL NOTES TO AUCTION SELLERS: 
 
1. 10 PARCEL LIMIT. Sellers will be permitted to present up to ten 

parcels for the auction gavel. Paper plates and bowls will be 
available for displaying parcels. 

2. SELLERS' DEADLINE TIME FOR SUBMITTING PARCELS IS 
7:30PM SHARP!  

 
Sellers must have seller number assigned, seller's item form 
completed and all parcels numbered and marked with a description 
for the auction table by 7:30pm. The meeting room will be open early 
at 6:30pm for sellers to bring and prepare their parcels. To speed up 
this process please consider completing the forms beforehand. 
 
Again, to assure the auction runs smoothly, no sellers' parcels will be 
accepted for the auction after 7:30pm. There will be no exceptions. 
Thank you for your understanding and help. 
 
See other pages of the newsletter for Seller & Buyer auction 
agreement and Seller Item forms. 
 

We have invited other local clubs and we are looking forward to an 
exciting evening!! 
 
Remember - Bid high, Bid often!!! 
AOS LOGO REVISION Watch the July newsletter for introduction of 
the new AOS logo. This is a landmark revision of the Opal Society 
blue and red star logo which was designed 50 years ago. 
Be sure to check our sites: 
 
Website: http://OpalSociety.org 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/opalsociety 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety 
Pinterest: https://www.pinterest.com/opalsociety 
YouTube:            https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegTlH1IEyO

7y8wdqvRfyUA?view_as=subscriber 
 
YOUR AOS NEEDS YOU (PLEASE!) we are still in need of a meeting 
program chairperson to call and schedule guest speakers.  If you can 
help please volunteer. We have all the necessary information. What 
we need are members who can give a few hours a month to the Opal 
Society. We also are getting ready to gear up for the Opal Show. 
Please take this seriously, your club and show need you. 
GENERAL MEETING 7pm (auction sellers 6:30pm) Wednesday June 
27th. All club members are also invited to our Board of Directors 
meetings at the Masonic Lodge. Our next board meeting is 7pm 
Monday June 18th. 
Cheers! -Pete 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Opal Show Fundraiser 
Folks, this will be our third annual Opal Show 
Support Fund Drive. The goal this year is 
$7,500 for show support. Please dig deep. Send 
a BIG check or a Paypal contribution right away! 
If you use Paypal include a memo that your 
contribution is for the Show Support Fund Drive.  
Thanks in advance for your generous help with 
this important cause. 

file:///C:/Users/vulajim/Documents/American%20Opal%20Society/Newsletter/2018/2018-06/AOSNewsletter2018_06.docx%23_Toc516511362
http://opalsociety.org/
https://www.instagram.com/opalsociety
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety
https://www.pinterest.com/opalsociety
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegTlH1IEyO7y8wdqvRfyUA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegTlH1IEyO7y8wdqvRfyUA?view_as=subscriber
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Hear ye hear ye hear ye! It's June live auction time!!! 
 

Greetings fellow rockhounds, local gem and mineral club members and others. On Wednesday Jun 27th, the American Opal 
Society will hold our annual live auction. And you, dear reader, are invited!!  
 
Only Opal Society members in good standing (dues paid current) are permitted to sell and any adult may attend as a buyer. 
The auction meeting location is the Garden Grove Masonic Lodge at 11270 Acacia Parkway, Garden Grove, CA 92840.  
 
The meeting room will open for sellers at 6:30pm and the auction items table will be available for viewing beginning at 7:00pm. 
Previous auction items have included opal, opal rough, opal cabochons, jewelry, lapidary equipment, many types of slabs and 
other rockhound rough.  
 
Payment may be made in cash or by check, no credit cards. 
 

SELLERS PLEASE NOTE: please print out and complete the Seller's Item List before you come to the auction. Also please 
mark your parcels with description and item number. Your seller number will be assigned at the auction.  
 
IMPORTANT: Seller's forms and parcels must be submitted timely. Parcels that are not marked and ready when the auction 
item table closes at 7:30pm will not be offered. Thank you for your help with making the auction run smoothly. 
 

Come one, come all. We look forward to seeing you in June!!! 
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BIDDER AGREEMENT 
 
 

AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY    //    BIDDER NO.  _________ 
 

LIVE AUCTION BIDDER AGREEMENT - TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 

By signing this Bidder Agreement Sign-Up form, and accepting bid paddle, Bidder agrees to the terms and conditions of the 
American Opal Society (AOS) auction rules and regulations, as described herein, and any laws of the State of California that 
may apply. Bidder agrees that an auction bid constitutes a legally binding contract and Bidder is obligated legally to pay in full 
the total amount bid to the AOS at auction close, in cash or check (no credit cards) prior to taking possession of any auction 
items.  
 

Bidder is at least 18 years of age and enters into this agreement willingly, has read this agreement in full, has carefully examined 
all auction items and understands that all items are sold “AS IS, WHERE IS,” with no warranty expressed or implied: CAVEAT 
EMPTOR.  Bidder further agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the AOS from any claim resulting from auction or auction 
items.  Bidder also agrees that any claim shall be arbitrated by an ombudsman mutually agreeable to both parties, and who 
conducts business in the County of Orange, California. 
 
 

AUCTION RULES 

 

1. The AOS reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids made. 
 

2. Winning bid is final, and all sales are final, no returns or refunds. 
 

3. Winning Bidder will be awarded possession of auction items at the sole discretion of the AOS-designated auctioneer and 
the AOS Board of Directors. 
 

4. Winning Bidder to receive possession of any and all items after payment in full and, at Bidder’s expense, to remove said 
items from the auction area and the building prior to the end of the scheduled meeting. 
 

5. Bidder will not transfer or loan or assign Bidder’s bid paddle and rights to any other party. 
 

6. Auctioneer may, at the discretion of the AOS Board of Directors, bid as any bidder would, and agrees to abide by same 
terms, conditions, and rules stipulated herein. 
 

7. Bidder assumes responsibility for his paddle, and it’s return to the AOS, and agrees to return paddle promptly to the AOS 
at the close of auction. 
 

8. Bidders may be guests and need not be AOS members in good standing. 
 

9. Lots not stipulated and marked with a “minimum” price will be sold at the highest bid. Minimum opening bid is $1.00 (one 
dollar) and bid increment is $1.00 (one dollar). 

 
 

DATE _______________ 

 

BIDDER NAME (please print): ____________________________________ 

 

BIDDER SIGNATURE: ___________________________________________ 

 

[Bidder’s signature constitutes a binding legal agreement under terms, conditions and rules of American Opal Society 
Live Auction Bidder Agreement.] 
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SELLER AGREEMENT 
 
AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY    //    SELLER NO. ____________ 
 

LIVE AUCTION SELLER AGREEMENT - TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 

By signing this Live Auction Seller Agreement Sign-Up form, and offering items up for American Opal Society (AOS) auction, 
seller agrees to the terms and conditions of the AOS auction rules and regulations, as described herein, and any laws of the 
State of California that may apply. Seller agrees that an auction bid constitutes a legally binding contract and Seller is obligated 
legally to relinquish items sold at or above any designated “minimum” price to the highest bidder at the sole discretion of the 
AOS, at auction close. Seller stipulates that any items offered for auction are owned, that no lien or loan or encumbrance exists 
on said items and that seller has the legal right to sell said items. 
 

Seller is at least 18 years of age, is a member in good standing of AOS (dues paid current), and enters into this auction seller 
agreement willingly, has read this agreement in full, and has carefully, accurately, and honestly described and represented all 
auction items. Seller understands all items are offered and sold “AS IS, WHERE IS,” with no warranty expressed or implied, 
CAVEAT EMPTOR. Seller agrees NOT to bid on seller’s items, nor act in the capacity of a shill or confederate with regard to 
any other auction seller or item presented. Seller further agrees to donate ten percent [10%] of auction proceeds to the AOS 
as seller’s auction fee. Seller agrees by signature below to indemnify and hold harmless the AOS from any claim resulting from 
auction or auction items. Seller also agrees that any claim shall be arbitrated by an ombudsman mutually agreeable to both 
parties, and who conducts business in the County of Orange, California. 
 

AUCTION RULES 

 

1. The AOS reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids made. 
 

2. Winning bid is final, and all sales are final, no returns or refunds. 
 

3. Winning bidder will be awarded possession of auction items at the sole discretion of the AOS-designated auctioneer and 
the AOS Board of Directors. 
 

4. Winning bidder to receive possession of all winning items after payment in full and, at bidder’s expense, to remove said 
items from the auction area and the building prior to the end of the scheduled meeting. 
 

5. Auctioneer may, at the discretion of the AOS Board of Directors, bid as any bidder would, and agrees to abide by same 
terms, conditions, and rules stipulated herein. 
 

6. The AOS will deduct 10% seller’s fee from Seller’s total proceeds, and will pay Seller any balance due by check or in cash, 
prior to close of meeting OR promptly by US mail, at AOS discretion. 
 

7. Seller must mark each of Seller’s items with Seller’s Number and Item Number and complete the Item Description Form. 
 

8. Seller agrees that designating a “minimum” item price is Seller’s responsibility and Seller must clearly mark any such items 
with Seller’s “minimum” for that item. Lots not stipulated and marked with a  “minimum” price will be sold at the highest bid. 
Minimum opening bid is $1.00 (one dollar) and minimum bid increment is $1.00 (one dollar). 
 

9. Seller agrees to limit auction items to 10 lots unless otherwise approved by the AOS Board of Directors. 
 

10. Seller is an AOS member in good standing, dues paid current. 
 
 

DATE _______________ 

 

SELLER NAME (please print): __________________________________ 
 

SELLER SIGNATURE:  ________________________________________ 

 

[Seller’s signature constitutes a binding legal agreement under terms, conditions and rules of American Opal Society 
Live Auction Seller Agreement.] 
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AOS Auction Item Description Form 
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Nature’s Beauty 
By Len Cram 

I photographed this lovely piece of Yowah matrix many years ago at 
one of their annual shows.  It is one of those very rare, stand-alone 
gems, with living rivers of fire flowing through it, continuously 
changing their colour with every movement.  It wasn’t an overly large 
stone, just perfect for a small flashy pendant.  I must admit, with all 
the opal I see and handle, I have a tender spot for this type of 
incredible gem that almost talks to you. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

World's Largest Freshwater Pearl Up for 
Auction in the Netherlands 

By Spencer Feingold, CNN, 24th May 2018 
 

 
World's largest freshwater pearl up for auction in the 
Netherlands 

 
The world's largest known freshwater pearl is going on sale at a 
public auction in the Netherlands next week. Known as "The 
Sleeping Lion" due to its unique shape, the rare natural object 
weighs almost 120 grams (4 ounces) and is over 2.7 inches long. 
Along with its size and animal-like appearance, the pearl is 
renowned for its approximately 300-year history, during which it 
changed hands between colonial merchants, noble jewelers and 
European royals, including Catherine the Great. 
The Sleeping Lion will be sold at the Venduehuis auction house in 
The Hague on May 31, with top estimates valuing it at 540,000 
euros ($632,000). 

The pearl is of Chinese origin and is believed to have formed 
between 1700 and 1760, during the Qing dynasty, according to 
Venduehuis. Following its discovery, the Sleeping Lion was moved 
by Dutch merchants to Batavia, present-day Jakarta, before being 
shipped to Europe -- a move believed to have violated the Chinese 
Emperor Qianlong's ban on the export of large pearls. 
The item was first auctioned in 1778 in Amsterdam following the 
death of its owner, a wealthy merchant from the Dutch East India 
Company. Advertised on the auction flyer as a "well-known royal 
cabinet piece, depicting a sleeping lion, created by nature itself," 
the pearl was purchased on behalf of the Empress of Russia, 
Catherine the Great, and moved to St. Petersburg, according to the 
Venduehuis catalog. 

 
Portrait of Catherine the Great, Empress of Russia from 1729 to 
1796. (Photo by Leemage/Corbis via Getty Images) 
 
The Sleeping Lion resurfaced in Poland in the mid-1800s and was 
bought by a jeweler working for Victor Emmanuel II, the first king of 
a united Italy. It was then held by several other European jewelers, 
only to settle back in the Netherlands when the Russian Revolution 
of 1917 prevented it from returning to St. Petersburg. In 1979, the 
pearl was bought by its current owner, the Amsterdam Pearl 
Society. 
"What makes this object even more interesting is that it has traveled 
a long way since the 18th century," Peter Meefout, director of 
Venduehuis, said by email. 

 
A print depicting the "Sleeping Lion" pearl from May 1778. 

In recent decades, the pearl has been the subject of studies by both 
historians and gemologists. A 2014 paper, published in the Journal 
of Gemology, found that while the object's shape and remarkable 

http://www.cnn.com/profiles/spencer-feingold
https://wavemaker.venduehuis.com/auction_lot/218561-the-sleeping-lion-pearl#lot
https://wavemaker.venduehuis.com/auction_lot/218561-the-sleeping-lion-pearl#lot
http://www.cnn.com/style/article/why-we-value-gemstones/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/style/article/why-we-value-gemstones/index.html
https://venduehuis.com/gallery/106/


 

The Opal Express The American Opal Society   June 2018  Page 7 

size are highly irregular, its interior layering is consistent with 
naturally occurring freshwater pearls. 
The auction lot includes a copper box built specifically for the pearl 
upon its discovery centuries ago. Both items will be on display this 
weekend, before being auctioned off for only the second time in 
nearly 240 years. 
"The Sleeping Lion Pearl will probably not be on sale for the coming 
200 years or so," Meefout said. "It's the last chance for the Dutch 
public to view this wonder of nature." 
http://www.cnn.com/style/article/worlds-largest-pearl-sleeping-lion-
auction-netherlands/ 
Reprinted for educational purposes under the "fair use" provision of 
the U.S. Copyright Act. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Diamond Dynasty De Beers Stoops to Conquer 
with New Line of Man-Made Diamond Jewelry 

By Jonathan Shieber 5/29/18 

 
They first launched nearly a decade ago with names like Diamond 
Foundry, Brilliant Earth, Mia Donna and Pure Grown Diamonds, 
with millions of dollars in financing and a mission to reshape the 
diamond industry. They were startups that were going to popularize 
man-made diamonds for the masses in a way that would make the 
industry more sustainable and wring billions of dollars from the 
roughly $100 billion diamond market. 
Now, it looks like they’re going to be quarrying up the industry’s 
remains thanks to news that the De Beers Group, one of the giants 
of the jewelry and mining industry, is going to start selling its own 
brand of jewelry crowned by lab-grown diamonds. Called Lightbox 
Jewelry, the new brand will launch in September. The idea is to sell 
the jewelry at a lower price point to consumers who want diamonds 
but don’t want to have to pay luxury prices for them. 
Diamonds will retail from $200 for a quarter-carat stone up to $800 for 
a one-carat stone and will be available in different hues from pink, 
blue and white diamonds in earring and necklace designs. 
It’s sure to be a blow for lab-grown manufacturers like Diamond 
Foundry,  which raised $100 million from high-profile investors like 
Mark and Alison Pincus; serial entrepreneur Ev Williams; early 
Facebook COO Owen Van Natta; and actor Leonardo DiCaprio — 
who played a mercenary gem smuggler in the 2006 film “Blood 
Diamond.” 
For De Beers, today’s announcement of a new jewelry line was a very 
public reversal from a company that two years earlier had turned up 
its nose at the thought of man-made jewelry providing a competitive 
offering to existing products. 

 
Source: Lightbox Jewelry 

 
“Lightbox will transform the lab-grown diamond sector by offering 
consumers a lab-grown product they have told us they want but aren’t 
getting: affordable fashion jewelry that may not be forever, but is 
perfect for right now,” said Bruce Cleaver, the CEO of De Beers 
Group, in a statement. 
For De Beers the trick is walking a fine line between acknowledging 
that there’s no real difference between the lab-grown products it’s 
shilling and the higher-end stones that it mines without making the 
jewelry come off as sounding cheap. 
It’s also a bid to undercut the legitimacy of competitors that are trying 
to impinge on De Beers’ high-end turf. 

 
Source: Lightbox Jewelry 

 
“Our extensive research tells us this is how consumers regard lab-
grown diamonds — as a fun, pretty product that shouldn’t cost that 
much — so we see an opportunity here that’s been missed by lab-
grown diamond producers. Lab-grown diamonds are a product of 
technology, and as we’ve seen with synthetic sapphires, rubies and 
emeralds, as the technology advances, products become more 
affordable,” Cleaver continued. 
That quote cuts to the heart of De Beers’ problem, which could mean 
the end of its diamond days. De Beers wants the lab-grown business 
delegitimized so it can hold on to core profits, but once it starts down 
the path, there’s a danger that it could just be seen as a maker of 
cheap jewelry for the mall crowd set. 
In any event, De Beers’ own lab-grown jewelry business didn’t come 
cheap. Emerging from the research work that the firm had done on 
diamond products for other industries through its Element Six 
subsidiary, the new Lightbox line of gems will also require an 
additional $94 million investment for a new facility outside of Portland, 
the company said. 
“We’ve learned from our research that there is a lot of confusion about 
lab-grown diamonds – what they are, how they differ from diamonds, 
and how they are valued. Lightbox will be clear with consumers about 
what lab-grown diamonds are and will offer straightforward pricing 
that is consistent with the true cost of production,” said Steve Coe, 
Lightbox Jewelry’s general manager, in a statement. 
Technically, lab-grown diamonds only differ from natural diamonds in 
that they’re made in a lab. Differences in the physical composition of 
the stones are nearly undetectable. It’s one reason why De Beers is 
etching a Lightbox logo into its stones, invisible to the naked eye but 
easily identified under magnification. 
As Ariel Baruch, a jeweler at a company that sells lab-grown 
diamonds, told Popular Science, “If anyone tells you they can tell the 
difference without the machine, they’re lying.” 
Image Credits: Koichi Yajima / EyeEm / Getty Images 
From https://techcrunch.com/2018/05/29/diamond-dynasty-debeers-
stoops-to-conquer-with-new-line-of-man-made-diamond-jewelry/ 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

http://www.cnn.com/style/article/worlds-largest-pearl-sleeping-lion-auction-netherlands/
http://www.cnn.com/style/article/worlds-largest-pearl-sleeping-lion-auction-netherlands/
https://techcrunch.com/author/jonathan-shieber/
https://www.diamondfoundry.com/
https://www.diamondfoundry.com/
https://www.brilliantearth.com/?abv=j1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw9LPYBRDSARIsAHL7J5kYFTku11ejJNXRAE5NBbNe4rXykDT2xGyGjwD1zMBK3m0Js4JWeegaAsJZEALw_wcB
https://www.miadonna.com/?utm_term=%2Bmiadonna%20jewelry&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=g-us-search-brand-product-bmm&gclid=Cj0KCQjw9LPYBRDSARIsAHL7J5mUu1wnCTsVAP0nij8VLsgD4EhHSD34O5aMrzc6mIi1r71abnXG8XYaAl1-EALw_wcB
https://www.puregrowndiamonds.com/
http://www.debeersgroup.com/en/index.html
https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/diamond-foundry/
https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/diamond-foundry/
https://www.popsci.com/how-tell-apart-lab-grown-and-natural-diamonds
https://www.popsci.com/how-tell-apart-lab-grown-and-natural-diamonds
https://www.gettyimages.com/search/photographer?family=creative&photographer=Koichi+Yajima++EyeEm
https://techcrunch.com/2018/05/29/diamond-dynasty-debeers-stoops-to-conquer-with-new-line-of-man-made-diamond-jewelry/
https://techcrunch.com/2018/05/29/diamond-dynasty-debeers-stoops-to-conquer-with-new-line-of-man-made-diamond-jewelry/
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Howardite, AKA Rattlesnake Jasper 
By Jim Pisani 

Here is an interesting cabochon of howardite from northern Nevada 
near Tonopah, I believe. It is an unusual and rare form of opalized-
silicated tuff, and not be confused with the same named howardite, a 
type of stony achondrite meteorite.  According to the legend, this 
material is all long gone now, and what little there is to be had comes 
at a very high premium 
Sometimes called rattlesnake stone, rattlesnake agate, or rattlesnake 
jasper, it has delightful coloration and figure, remindful of crazy 
venetian blinds or zippers, oddly enough. The darkest areas you see 
in the photo are actually highly translucent, giving the stone a 
fascinating quality of depth. 
“An unusual gem/lapidary material (improperly) called "Howardite" 
and also known as "Rattlesnake Jasper" from a "lost" locality in 
Nevada. This material was said to be an opalized/agatized/jasperized 
tuff infused with chalcedony, in which the plaited or wood grain 
"appearance" was said (1940's?) to be created from the pulsation of 
iron bearing waters infiltrated through the tuff. Sinkankas (1959) 
depicts similar material which he stated more closely resembled 
Chert. It has been mistaken as petrified wood in the past. I have not 
had any tests performed on the material, so can only go on what little 
I can find in the literature, which is scarce. It is a highly desirable 
material in the lapidary community.” 

Christopher Wentzell - 4th August 2017 
If anyone has any information as to the location of the original site for 
this stone, please let me know at info@opalsociety.org. 
 

 
A nice cabochon of Howardite 

 

 
The same cabochon with back lighting 

 

 
Another good example of Howardite 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Estate Sale 

 
 Heritage Australian Rough Opal! 

 

 Huge Library of Len Cram Books 

 
Text Ian at (503) 347-2088 for details 

Email BarrettOpals@gmail.com 

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 
Stan M. McCall 

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist 
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs 

Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing 
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones 

(714) 220-9282 

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630 
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/ 

custom-creative@earthlink.net 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available 

  

https://www.mindat.org/user-23730.html
mailto:info@opalsociety.org
tel:(503)%20347-2088
mailto:%E2%80%93beckburwell3@gmail.com
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
mailto:info@opalsociety.org
mailto:info@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application 

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) 
AMOUNT 
PAID 

DUES: 
SELECT ONE 

RENEWING MEMBERS $35   

NEW MEMBERS $45   

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10   

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE (Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5   

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $15   

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:  

 

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to: 

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at 
http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal 
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account 
is membership@opalsociety.org.  

 

NAME 
 

BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX 

CITY STATE 

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) 

PHONE - Home 
(        ) 

PHONE - Business 
(        ) 

FAX 
(        ) 

E-MAIL 

WEBSITE 

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be 

included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information 
above, please note that on the application. 

 Address  Phone  E-mail  Website   

Please sign here: ________________________________________ Date _____________ 
 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 
The American Opal Society. 
Copyright 2018. All rights reserved. 
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise 
Reserved. 
Editor-Jim Pisani 
Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: 
The Opal Express C/O 
Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

Are Your Dues Due Now? 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL. 
There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your 
membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are 
overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue. 
A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note, 
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received 
you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is 
your responsibility to assure your dues are current. 
Thank you, 
The Editor 

NAME BADGE ORDER FORM: 

 
PLEASE  PRINT  NAME  AS  
YOU  WISH  IT  TO  APPEAR  ON  
YOUR  BADGE  using  up  to  two  
(2)  lines  of  text  for  your  name,  
nickname,  or  name  of  your  opal  
related  business. 

http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm
mailto:membership@opalsociety.org
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 

P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 

Volume #51 Issue #6 
June 2018 

 

 

— GENERAL MEETINGS — 
4th  Wednesday of the Month 
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM 
 

Garden Grove Masonic Lodge 
11270 Acacia Pkwy 
Garden Grove, CA 92840 
 

MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 
 

 

 
 

Some Topics In This Issue: 
 

The American Opal Society 
 

 Opal Auction!!!! 

 Nature’s Beauty Opal 

 Largest Freshwater Pearl Up for Auction 

 De Beers New Line of Man-Made Diamonds 

 Howardite, AKA Rattlesnake Jasper 
 
 

Website: 
Instagram: 
Facebook: 
Pinterest: 
YouTube: 

 

http://OpalSociety.org 
https://www.instagram.com/opalsociety 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety 
https://www.pinterest.com/opalsociety 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegTlH1IEyO7y8wdqvRfyUA?vie
w_as=subscriber 

 

Pete Goetz 
Russ Madsen 
Jim Pisani 
Veronica Purpura 

President 
Treasurer 
Editor & Webmaster 
Show Chairman 

(714) 345-1449 
(562) 884-2254 
(714) 815-4638 
(714) 501-9959 
 

email: mpg1022@aol.com 
email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net 
email: editor@opalsociety.org 
email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com 
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Acacia Parkway 

Garden Grove Masonic 
Lodge 

11270 Acacia Pkwy 
Garden Grove, CA 92840 

TO: 
 

June 27th - General Meeting 
 

Live Auction! 
 

Bring your opal, gems, jewelry, to sell! 
Bring your $$ to get some great deals! 

http://opalsociety.org/
https://www.instagram.com/opalsociety
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety
https://www.pinterest.com/opalsociety
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegTlH1IEyO7y8wdqvRfyUA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegTlH1IEyO7y8wdqvRfyUA?view_as=subscriber
mailto:mpg1022@aol.com
mailto:chairman2rgm@verizon.net
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
mailto:angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com

