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President’s Message 
By Pete Goetz 

Heat Wave! Wow! They called it a heat storm on the news. Hope you 
got through it alright. 
 
JULY 25th GENERAL MEETING 7:00pm - NEW LOCATION ! ! ! 

Yes that’s right, new bat place usual bat day, fourth Wednesday of 
each month - Opal Society regular meetings are moving to the 
Anaheim Downtown Community Center. The address is: 
 
Anaheim Downtown Community Center 
250 E. Center Street 
Anaheim, CA  92805 
 
Our meeting will be in the Weingart Room at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Directions: south on Anaheim Blvd. between Lincoln Ave. and E. 
Broadway take Center Street east off of Anaheim Blvd. Enter the 
second parking lot on the right. The Community Center is behind 
Anaheim City Hall. 
 
Here is a link to google maps < https://tinyurl.com/aosmeeting > 
Again, Wednesday July 25th 7pm. See you there! 
 
NEW AOS LOGO DESIGN Not only do we 

have a new meeting location we have a 
new American Opal Society logo! Many 
thanks to Jim Pisani for coming up with this 
attractive new design after a fair amount of 
bantering amongst the members of the 
board. This is the first change in our logo 
since 1967 when AOS was founded! 
 
OPAL WORKSHOP OPENING SOON AT THE MASONIC LODGE 

Plans are well under way to have regular opal workshop sessions at 
the Masonic Lodge. Stay tuned for the Grand Opening date. We are 
going to keep the room at the Masonic Lodge and use it for workshops 
which will be opening as soon as a few final particulars are ironed out. 
To test the water we expect to open the workshop twice a month. Stan 

McCall has agreed to be on hand to provide expert cutting advice and 
assistance. The shop fee which will cover supplies and wear and tear 
on the equipment will be $5.00 per person. Guests are welcome to 
visit and watch. You must be a member to participate and use the 
equipment. We have two Pixies, one Genie, flat laps, a Foredom flex 
shaft and possibly a couple other pieces of equipment. We’re excited 
to have a workshop back up and running soon! 
 
OPAL SHOW NEWS - Show plans and preparations are coming 

along very well thanks to Veronica’s great efforts. About half the 
dealer spaces are reserved and fully paid already. We have two silver 
sponsor dealers this year, Gem Garden and Morchy and Associates. 
Great news! 
 
ORANGE COUNTY FAIR - Saturday & Sunday July 21 & 22 the Opal 

Society will be sharing a booth with the Searchers at the OC Fair 
Crafts & Hobbies area demonstrating lapidary techniques, opal 
cutting and polishing and opal ponking. Come on by and say hello!! 
Thanks to Veronica for scheduling and organizing the booth 
volunteers. Our thanks in advance to Jamie Cassidy-Curtis, yours 
truly, Jim and Karen Lambert, Veronica Purpura and Russ Madsen 
for volunteering. 
 
Remember - new meeting location is Anaheim Downtown Community 
Center and watch for the announcement of opal workshop dates for 
some hands-on experience with Stan providing expert hints and tips. 
See you soon! 
 
-Pete 
PS YOUR AOS NEEDS YOU we are still in need of a meeting 
program chairperson to call and schedule guest speakers. If you can 
help please volunteer. We have all the necessary information. What 

we need are members who can give a few hours a month to the Opal 
Society. We also are getting ready to gear up for the 
Opal Show. 
Please take this seriously, your club and show need 
you. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Opal Show Fundraiser 
Folks, this will be our third annual Opal Show 
Support Fund Drive. The goal this year is $7,500 for 
show support. Please dig deep. Send a BIG check 
or a PayPal contribution right away! If you use 
PayPal include a memo that your contribution is for 
the Show Support Fund Drive.  Thanks in advance 
for your generous help with this important cause. 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1X6OMhraoXRH5NHQcEHlO6O5-o2HINUp7&ll=33.84354304122361%2C-117.94881747299803&z=13
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Opal Buying Guide 
By Donald Clark, CSM IMG 

 

 
“Serpentine Fire Opal Pendant,” Mexican fire opals and sterling silver, 
by Jessa and Mark Anderson 

 
Opal gemstones are evaluated a little differently than other 
gemstones. The International Gem Society opal price guide features 
a grading system and terms unique to opals. A full description of these 
differences can be found in our Premium article on Appraising Opals. 
For the benefit of those interested in opal buying, here is a brief 
explanation of these terms. 
Opals have grades of below commercial, commercial, good, fine, and 
extra fine. These assessments cover an opal’s colors, directionality of 
flashes, imperfections, and cut. 
Body tones, from N1 (black) to N9 (white), describe the base color of 
a stone, without play of color. This system is used to distinguish black, 
dark, light, and white opals. Stones from N1 to N4 are considered 
black opals. N5 to N6 are considered dark opals. N7 to N8 are 
considered light opals. An N9 is considered a white opal. 
Opal Buying And The 4 Cs 
Opals can still be evaluated in terms of color, clarity, cut, and carat. 
However, you’ll find opals have some additional conditions that must 
be taken into account to properly judge their value. 
Color 
Color is the most import factor for evaluating an opal’s value. The 
number of colors present, the clarity of colors, the brightness of fire, 
and the play of color coverage must all be considered. 
Number of Colors 
The more colors visible, the more valuable the opal. Blues and greens 
are the most common colors. Warm colors (yellow, orange, pink, and 
red) are less common. As a result, the more warm colors present, the 
higher the value. Violet and purple are the least common colors in 
opal. However, they have less effect on value than a hot red or 
orange. 

 
“Black opal (Stayish Mine, Wollo Province, Ethiopia) 

by James St. John 

 

Clarity of Colors 
The clarity of an opal’s colors is evaluated in terms of hue, tone, and 
saturation. For example, a bright, pure blue is more valuable than a 
light blue or a greenish blue. Pink is highly valued in opal, but less so 
than a pure red. 
 

Brightness of Fire 
The brightness of an opal’s fire or play of colors is graded on a scale 
of 1 to 5. 

Level: Name: Description: 

1 Faint 
Shows a little play of color only 
under direct sunlight, none 
under low light 

2 Dull 
Shows some color under low 
light, but is dull even under 
indirect sunlight 

3 Bright 
Shows fair color under low light 
and very nice fire under indirect 
sunlight 

4 
Very 
Bright 

Shows good color under low 
light and sharp crisp color 
under indirect sunlight 

5 Brilliant 
Shows exceptionally bright 
crisp color in all lighting 
situations 

 

Coverage 
This is one of the unique elements of an opal’s coloration. Coverage 
refers to the amount of surface showing play of color. Ideally, the 
entire crown of the gem should show fire. The less area covered, the 
lower the value. Centering is also important. To get the highest value, 
the best play of color should be centered. Opals with their best play 
of color to the sides or off-centered are less valuable. 

 

https://www.gemsociety.org/author/donclark/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jessa1155/3795140717/
http://www.gemsociety.org/article/opal-jewelry-and-gemstone-information/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jessa1155/
http://www.gemsociety.org/article/opal-jewelry-and-gemstone-information/
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/gem-pricing-guide-sample/#182661
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/appraising-opals-part-2-applying-value/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jsjgeology/23854268715/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jsjgeology/23854268715/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jsjgeology/
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/evaluating-color-hue-tone-and-saturation/
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/evaluating-color-hue-tone-and-saturation/
https://www.gemsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/3795140717_611658561d_z.jpg
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This 15.5-carat double cabochon opal has a flash of colors across its 
entire face. “Opal,” Tsehay Mewcha, Wollo, Welo Province, Ethiopia. 
© Rob Lavinsky, www.iRocks.com. Used with permission. 
 
For example, in the image below, the colors are dull towards the top 
and strong on the lower left. Since approximately a third of the stone 
has poor fire, the opal’s color grade would be reduced considerably. 

 
 

Clarity (Imperfections) 
True inclusions in opals include sand, non-opal spots, healed 
fractures, chips, webbing or fine strands of potch or sandstone 
between the areas of color, and fractures. Their effect on value is in 
direct relationship to their effect on the appearance of the gem. Fine 
black potch webbing between the color zones is of small 
consequence. Sand on a black opal, or black potch showing through 
a layer of light opal, are very unsightly and reduce value considerably. 
Matrix is the host rock on which the opal is found. While not truly an 
inclusion, it has the same effect on value when it appears on the 
surface of the gem. 
Since opals are delicate, fractures will reduce their value to nearly 
nothing. Cracked opals are not suitable for jewelry. If a fractured stone 
can be recut, its value is that of rough (about 10% to 25% of its normal 
value). Shallow crazing (surface cracks) can sometimes be filled. If 
the results are invisible, it will only make a small deduction in value. 
 

Cut 
The ideal cut for an opal is a high dome with even proportions, but 
few opals allow for this shape. Most are thin, which has little effect on 
value. The quality of polish should be very good to excellent in all the 
higher grades. 

Value decreases when the opal is very thin or excessively thick. 
(While a high dome is preferred, excessively thick refers to a stone 
with a high dome but only a thin fire bar). Any material in excess of 
normal proportions would be deducted from the value. 
An uneven cut will lower an opal’s value. Like all cabochons, opals 
should be symmetrical when viewed from the sides and ends. The 
more uneven the symmetry (viewed from the sides and ends, not the 
top), the lower the cut grade. 
Symmetry doesn’t affect the value of an opal carving. For carved 
stones, the overall effect of the carving is what influences their value. 

 

 
“Opals-On-Black – Koroit Boulder Inlay Opal Pendant ‘The Flame,’” 
featuring a carved gem opal inlay on a boulder opal, by Opals-On-
Black.com 
 
As a rule, standard shapes are preferred to free forms. Most high-end 
opals are cut free form to preserve weight, so this is a small factor, 
but it becomes more important on lower grade stones. 
Nevertheless, some free form opals have such distinctive shapes that 
their value increases. For example, an opal cut in the shape of a 
butterfly would be special. Matched pairs that can be used for earrings 
are in high demand. 
 

Black Opal, Australia (Free Form Cabochons, ~ 30 carats each). 
Photo © Joel E. Arem, PhD, FGA. Used with permission. 

http://www.irocks.com/minerals/specimen/38453
http://www.irocks.com/
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/identifying-inclusions/
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/gem-cutting-terms/
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/grading-gem-carvings/
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/grading-gem-carvings/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/opals-on-black/3490676460/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/opals-on-black/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/opals-on-black/
http://www.joelarem.com/color-encyclopedia-of-gemstones.html
https://www.gemsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/OPAL-ETHIOPIA-15-5CTS-G39-2.jpg
https://www.gemsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/ov3.gif.png
https://www.gemsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/3490676460_31bb6bb7cd_o.jpg
https://www.gemsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Free-Form-Cabochons.png
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Carat 
Although opal size does affect value, large opal stones don’t 
command as high a price as midsize stones. The highest values go 
to gems between five and ten carats. 
Opal Buying: Special Considerations 
While factors like the above 4 Cs have a great impact on opal value, 
there are others with significant effects. These will sometimes make 
the difference on whether a gem grade is higher or lower. 

 
Directionality 
The play of color seen in an opal depends on the viewing angle. This 
directionality of flashes is a unique consideration for opals and is one 
of the most important factors in an opal’s value. It’s also one of the 
most difficult to judge. Ideally, the viewer should see bright attractive 
patterns from every direction. 
Patterns that add significant value should be visible from a wide range 
of vision. If a viewer has to orient an opal in one precise position to 
see the effect, the value of the pattern is minimized. (For information 
on patterns and value, see below) 
 

Character 
Some opals are described as having character, which means their 
appeal is far greater than others of the same technical standard. 
Every person sees opal in their own way. An inexpensive stone can 
often have great personal appeal. 
Professional graders shouldn’t let their own personalities affect their 
evaluation of opal. Although every opal is unique, it should be graded 
on standard factors rather than its emotional appeal. 
On the other hand, consumers may see higher or lower value in an 
opal than its professional grade may indicate. This is a strictly 
personal consideration. As long as buyers understand the technical 
evaluation, prices are subject to negotiation. 
 

 
“Peruvian opal wire wrapped ring with brass band” by Zoe 

 

Patterns 
In general, pinfire and small-type patterns add less value to opals than 
broad patterns or large flashes. If the broad patches are in hot colors, 
the value increases even more. 
Distinct patterns such as rolling fire, straw, Chinese writing, ribbon, 
and harlequin are very rare. Opals with these effects are considered 
collector’s items. Picture stones, especially if they resemble a known 
site, are the most valued of all. These patterns raise the value of an 
opal considerably. Their presence is often enough to raise a gem to 
the next higher category. 

 
“S129-G,” very rare ribbon/mackeral sky patterned light base 
Coober Pedy 4-carat opal gemstone, by Opals-On-Black.com 

 
The Opal’s Face 
Keep in mind that some opals are cut so they have a “front” and 
“back.” It is the “face-up” value of opal that is graded. The condition 
of the back, which may be unpolished or have inclusions, isn’t 
factored into its grade or value. 
Crystal opals show their play of color best when viewed against a dark 
background. That is how they should be evaluated. When used for 
jewelry, they are often set in black cement. This has no effect on their 
grade. 
Some black crystal opals show windows, areas of high transparency, 
when viewed against a light background. It is their face-up value, 
against a dark background, that is used for grading. 
Boulder and Matrix Opals 
These stones have their own value structure. However, the basic 
ingredients of color, directionality, cut, and imperfections apply to 
these gems as well. In addition, the percentage amount of precious 
opal in the matrix affects the value of the gem. For example, a Yowah 
nut with 50% of the surface covered in precious opal is far more 
valuable than one with just 20% coverage. 
The pattern created by the intermixing of the matrix and opal also 
affects value. Higher values go to the more interesting patterns. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/_lovenothing/4134119626/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/_lovenothing/
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/opal-jewelry-and-gemstone-information/
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/opal-jewelry-and-gemstone-information/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/opals-on-black/8982730291/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/opals-on-black/
https://www.gemsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/4134119626_94b712004a_z.jpg
https://www.gemsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/8982730291_169262dcd5_o.jpg
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“Opal Boulder” by greyloch 

 
Opal Buying: Jewelry Considerations 
 
Composite (Assembled) Opals 
Doublets are usually priced at 15% to 35% of the value of similar 
looking natural opal gems. However, they occasionally run as high as 
50% of the value of a natural opal if they are of exceptional quality. 
Triplets are usually about 1% of the value of an equivalent natural and 
peak at about $500. 
 

Treatments and Enhancements 
For information on synthetic and simulated opals and opal treatments 
consult our opal gem listing. 
 

Care 
Opals are delicate and very sensitive to shocks and changes in 
temperature. However, with the appropriate care and jewelry settings, 
opal jewelry can be worn for many occasions. 
 

 
About the author 
Donald Clark, CSM IMG 

Donald Clark, CSM founded the International Gem Society in 1998. 
Donald started in the gem and jewelry industry in 1976. He received 
his formal gemology training from the Gemological Institute of 
America (GIA) and the American Society of Gemcutters (ASG). The 
letters "CSM" after his name stood for Certified Supreme Master 
Gemcutter, a designation of Wykoff's ASG which has often been 
referred to as the doctorate of gem cutting. The American Society of 
Gemcutters only had 54 people reach this level. Along with dozens of 
articles for leading trade magazines, Donald authored the book 
"Modern Faceting, the Easy Way."  
 
From https://www.gemsociety.org/article/opal-buying-guide/ 
 
Reprinted for educational purposes under the "fair use" provision of 
the U.S. Copyright Act. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

What Is “Frac Sand”? 
 
This special sand is one of the keys to producing oil and natural gas 
from tight shale formations https://geology.com/articles/ frac-sand/ - A 
Crush-Resistant Sand for Oil and Gas Wells “Frac sand” is a high-
purity quartz sand with very durable and very round grains. It is a 
crush-resistant material produced for use by the petroleum industry. 
It is used in the hydraulic fracturing process (known as “fracking”) to 
produce petroleum fluids, such as oil, natural gas and natural gas 
liquids from rock units that lack adequate pore space for these fluids 
to flow to a well. Most frac sand is a natural material made from high-
purity sandstone. An alternative product is ceramic beads made from 
sintered bauxite or small metal beads made from aluminum. The 
demand for frac sand has exploded in the past several years as 
thousands of oil and natural gas wells are being stimulated using the 
hydraulic fracturing process.  A hydraulic fracturing job on one well 
can require a few thousand tons of sand. This surge of specialized 
drilling has created a billion-dollar frac sand in a very short time. 
Between 2005 and 2015, the amount of frac sand used by the oil and 
gas industry has increased dramatically. 
 
From CMS May 2018 Tumbler via Golden Spike News, 1/18; from 
Leaverite News, 1/18, The Franklin County Rockhounder– May 2018 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Evaluating Turquoise  
One can Google this topic and find dozens and dozens of articles 
about this topic. Here are a few concepts from those articles. The vast 
majority of turquoise sold has been ‘enhanced’. It has been dyed, 
stabilized, ground up and reconstituted, or who knows what else. 
Some of the ‘turquoise’ is not turquoise at all, but glass, plastic, or 
dyed mineral substitutes. Magnesite and howlite, both usually white, 
are minerals that commonly have been dyed to look like turquoise. 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/greyloch/14902465846/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/greyloch/
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/opal-jewelry-and-gemstone-information/
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/clean-pearls-opals/
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/opal-jewelry-tips/
https://www.gemsociety.org/article/opal-buying-guide/
https://www.gemsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/14902465846_d306e82e1a_z.jpg
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Touch a stone to your lips. Does it feel warm or cold? If cold, you have 
a mineral of some sort and if there is no cold sensation, it's probably 
plastic. Try this with a couple of 'known' polished stones and a piece 
of known plastic before you test the unknown, so you know the 
difference in sensation to expect. Tap it on your teeth. It sounds weird, 
but it works. Turquoise has a dull density when you tap it on your 
teeth. If the stone in question feels too much like plastic (dull soft) or 
glass (sharp dense) to your teeth, be sure you know what you are 
buying. (The best thing is to train your teeth – get a piece of turquoise, 
a piece of amber, and a piece of quartz to tap. You will be able to tell 
the difference. The amber will tap like plastic or resin. The quartz will 
tap more like glass.) I don’t believe the American Dental Association 
has endorsed this test yet. 
 
If the stone has been dyed, you may notice that along cracks or 
fissures the color is slightly darker, as more of the dye has seeped 
into the crack. If the stone has been drilled, say for a pendant or 
beads, examine the bore hole for color. If it is white or a different color 
from the surface, the stone has been dyed. 
 
One You Tube video showed a torch being used to test turquoise. 
Material that had been stabilized with resin smoked and emitted a 
distinctive, unpleasant odor. Real turquoise erupted like popcorn. 
(Don't think I will be trying that test anytime soon.) A similar test is to 
use a hot pin or needle. A hot pin will cause some of the plastic to 
melt. 
 
Much turquoise has the host rock – the matrix – visible. An 
experienced lapidary can often identify the mine the piece came from 
the pattern of this matrix. Predictably, forgers got pretty good at 
making fakes imitate these ‘unique’ patterns. 
 
Unfortunately, the word turquoise has come to also mean turquoise 
in color, just as gold, silver, and copper can refer to not only the metal, 
but also the color of that metal. So an unscrupulous dealer might tell 
you, “yes, it is real turquoise” meaning what he is selling is not red, or 
orange, or yellow. You-tube has many videos on real vs fake 
turquoise. It would be worth your time to watch some of these if you 
plan on buying any turquoise. The best advice is probably unless you 
have dug it out of the ground yourself, assume that it has been 
enhanced.  
Boulder Buster, Volume #52, Issue #9, 2017, The Rockhounder, Oct. 
2017. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

12 Interesting Facts about Rocks and Minerals 
By Kat Koch 

 There are about 4,000 known minerals on the Earth. 

 All rocks are made of two or more minerals, but minerals are not 
made of rocks. A mineral is the same all the way through. 

 Diamonds (a mineral) are the hardest natural substance found 
on earth. 

 Rubies (a mineral) are the most popular gemstone today. 

 Geodes (a rock) are plain balls of igneous or sedimentary rock 
on the outside, but contains a hollow cavity filled with crystals on 
the inside. 

 Thunder eggs (a rock) are plain balls of rhyolitic lava on the 
outside generally the size of a baseball (although they can be 
found from very large to very small), but have a solid cavity of 
various deposited minerals forming unique intricate patterns and 
colors. 

 Gold (a mineral) is so soft and easily worked that you could roll 
on ounce of it into a hair-thin wire 50 miles long. The biggest pure-
gold nugget was found in Australia in 1869 and weighed 156 
pounds. 

 Quartz (a mineral) is one of the most common minerals on earth. 

 Turquoise (a rock) is the first recorded use dates back to 5000 
BC in Mesopotamia where people used the gemstone to make 
beads. 

 Jade (a rock) because of its toughness has been used for 
centuries as cultural things like hammers, fish hooks, and stone 
axes 

 Pumice (a rock) is the lightest rock. It’s so light it can float on 
water. There is a pumice island or raft floating on the ocean near 
Tonga. This happened after a volcanic eruption occurred in 
Tonga in 2006. 

 Basalt (a rock) can be found on the Moon, Venus, and Mars. It 
also happens to be the most common rock on the Earth’s surface 
and makes up large parts of the oceans floor 

From The CMS Tumbler, Oct., 2017 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Definition of the Month: Mimetolith 
Steve Mulqueen, Rockhound Rambling, Ventura GMS 
First Place (Tie) CFMS Original Article Advanced 
Fourth Place AFMS Original Article Advanced 

 
Mimetolith – A word in the English language derived from the Greek 
words mimetes (an imitator) and lithos (stone). Mimetolith refers to a 
naturally occurring feature, shape, design or pattern found in a rock 
formation, distinctive topographic exposure, rock outcrop, landform, 
rock specimen, mineral specimen, fossil or weathered rock that 
resembles a plant, animal, human figure, manufactured product, 
natural scenery or any common items visually observed in everyday 
life. At times, our visual input, coupled with our mind’s interpretation 
of a pattern, can force a link between the pattern and a memory of a 
known object. 
 
The split-second pattern that the brain visualizes when viewing a 
mimetolith is a psychological phenomenon known as pareidolia. It 
involves a stimulus, in this specific example a natural physical pattern 
in stone (as detailed above), which the mind perceives as a familiar 
object. 
 
The term mimetolith is limited to naturally occurring features in stone. 
The only exception is when a rock is cut, broken or polished to reveal 
its unique natural pattern within the specimen. Natural bridges and 
natural arches are technically not categorized as mimetoliths. 
Shaping a rock into an identifiable form is a “carving” and not a 
mimetolith. 
 
Examples of mimetoliths: 
1. A natural stream-rounded rock that has a general shape of a 

heart or other shapes. 
2. An exposed rock outcrop that has eroded into a form that 

resembles a full human face or a profile of a human figure or 
animal. 

3. A nodule that has been cut to expose its beautiful banded agate 
that is shaped like a commonly recognized animal or other 
distinguishable object. 

4. A geode that has been broken open to reveal a crystalline mass 
resembling a human figure or other known shape. 

5. Fossil crinoids that exhibit the general form of a flowering plant. 
6. “The Golden Bear Nugget”, a crystalline gold specimen of the 

CFMS that resembles a bear. 
7. Crystal clusters that exhibit an overall distinguishable shape such 

as a heart. 
8. Opals that reveal unusual identifiable patterns. 
9. Dendrites that resemble ferns or other plant-like forms. 
10. Shiprock, a natural volcanic feature that resembles a ship. The 

Navajo people refer to this landform, in their native language, as 
rock with wings. 

11. Barite rose and selenite rose, mineral clusters that look like a 
flower. 
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12. Tektites that resemble common objects of various shapes. 
13. Chrysanthemum “flower”, metamorphic minerals composed of 

calcite, dolomite or aragonite. 
14. Snow or ice, in natural forms, which resemble commonly 

identifiable shapes. (Naturally occurring water, in solid form, is 
defined as a mineral.) 

15. “The Face on Mars”, a Martian landform that resembles a human-
like face. 

16. Speleotherms, stalactites, stalagmites, cave shields and cave 
pearls that exhibit commonly recognizable shapes. 

17. The “Rabbit on the Moon”, a lunar mare feature that resembles a 
giant rabbit. 

18. The “Old Woman Statue”, a natural erosional feature found in in 
the Old Woman Mountains in the Mojave Desert. 

19. Graphic granite, a rock that exhibits quartz crystals within 
feldspar, forming graphic patterns that resemble ancient writings 
or hieroglyphics. 

20. Concretions that exhibit unusually odd shapes, some which 
resemble known objects such as an ice cream cone. 

21. “Mexican Hat Rock”, a landform in southeastern Utah that 
resembles a sombrero. 

22. “The Teapot Dome”, a landform located in Wyoming. 

 
California’s Golden Bear 
 

 

Chrysanthemum “flower” 
 

 
Old Woman Statue, Old Woman Mountains, CA 
 

 
Black Hawk’s Head, Wisconsin Dells 
 
Source of Information: Refer to the article titled “Mimetoliths” written 
by R. V. Dietrich of the Central Michigan University at Mt. Pleasant. 
Also refer to the term pareidolia and other key words included in this 
article. Written by Steve Mulqueen for the VGMS, September 2016. 
The ‘Definition of the Month’ features words related to geology, 
paleontology, mining and desert history. Refer to other definitions 
featured in past VGMS bulletins under the heading of Educational 
Corner dating back to June 2001 available on the VGMS website at 
www.vgms.org. From The Conglomerate Oct, 2017 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Gem & Mineral Shows 
More shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowState=ALL 

July 2018 
20-22—EUREKA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc.; 
Redwood Acres Fairgrounds, 3750 Harris St.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 

http://www.vgms.org/
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
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adults, seniors and students $5, children (ages 0-11) free; fine jewelry, 
crystals, gems, beads, gold and silver, minerals and more at manufacturer 
prices, exhibitors from all over the world, jewelry repair and ring sizing while 
you shop, free hourly door prizes; contact YooyNelson, (503) 252-8300; Email: 
info@gemfaire.com; Website: www.gemfaire.com 
27-29—ANDERSON, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire 
Inc.; Shasta District Fair & Events Center, 1890 Briggs St.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-
6, Sun. 10-5; adults, seniors and students $5, children (ages 0-11) free; fine 
jewelry, crystals, gems, beads, gold and silver, minerals and more at 
manufacturer prices, exhibitors from all over the world, jewelry repair and ring 
sizing while you shop, free hourly door prizes; contact YooyNelson, (503) 252-
8300; Email: info@gemfaire.com; Website: www.gemfaire.com 
27-29—TENINO, WASHINGTON: Annual show; Washington Agate & Mineral 
Society; Parkside Elementary School, 301 Central Avenue E; Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-
6, Sun. 9-5; free admission; demonstrations, dealer booths, learn how to polish 
rocks, make gem trees, jewelry, arrowheads, knives and spear points, enjoy 
Oregon Trail Days; contact DanielDe Boer, 5107 Brenner Road NW , Olympia, 
WA 98502; Email: keylock1@live.com; Website: 
https://wamsolympia.wordpress.com 

August 2018 
3-5—NIPOMO, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Orcutt Mineral Society; Nipomo 
High School, 525 N. Thompson Avenue; Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; free 
admission; 60 great vendors, displays and lapidary arts demonstrations, kids' 
activities, Treasure Chest, Gold Prospectors, barbecue Saturday, Treasure 
Chest Drawing Sunday; contact Jeanne L.Watkins, (805) 489-6590; Website: 
www.omsinc.org 
3-5—PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA: Show and sale; Prescott Gem & 
Mineral Club; Prescott Valley Event Center, 1301 Main St; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, 
Sun. 9-4; Adults $5, Seniors/Students $4, Children under 12 free w/ paid adult; 
15th Annual Prescott Gem & Mineral Show/Sale Vendors with a large variety 
of Gem & Mineral related products. Vendors will feature fine mineral 
specimens, crystals, gemstones, jewelry, beads, fossils, meteorites, lapidary 
equipment, tools, findings and much more. Demonstrations on wire wrapping, 
Genie equipment, geode splitting, gold panning and more. Junior rock hound 
area will exhibit their collection of minerals. Also a spinning wheel to win 
samples of minerals they have collected. Raffle ticket will be given for each 
paid admission to win valuable prizes. Fluorescent Rock & Mineral tent where 
you can see what a plain looking rock looks like under black light. Exhibit cases 
from our members will be available for viewing. The Event Center is located 
on the corner of Glassford Hill Rd. & Florentine. Free Parking.; contact 
MelanieCapps, 7485 E. Horizon Way, Prescott Valley, AZ 86315, (208)-818-
2363; Email: melaniecapps123@gmail.com; Website: 
www.prescottgemmineral.org 
3-5—PLEASANTON, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire 
Inc.; Alameda County Fairgrounds, 4501 Pleasanton Ave.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-
6, Sun. 10-5; adults, seniors and students $7, children (ages 0-11) free; fine 
jewelry, crystals, gems, beads, gold and silver, minerals and more at 
manufacturer prices, exhibitors from all over the world, jewelry repair and ring 
sizing while you shop, free hourly door prizes; contact YooyNelson, (503) 252-
8300; Email: info@gemfaire.com; Website: www.gemfaire.com 

4-5—SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; San Francisco Gem & 
Mineral Society; San Francisco County Fair Bldg (Hall of Flowers), 9th Ave & 
Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Admission $10; 60 
displays, kids' treasure hunt, demonstrations; contact EllenNott; Email: 
ellen_nott@yahoo.com; Website: www.sfgemshow.org 
4-5—WALNUT CREEK, CALIFORNIA: Show and sale; Pacific Crystal Guild; 
Civic Park Community Center, 1375 Civic Drive, 2 Marina Blvd.; Sat. 10-6, 
Sun. 10-4; adults $12 (good both days), children under 12 free; rocks, 
minerals, gems, jewelry, metaphysical arts, find the crystal that's right for you; 
contact JerryTomlinson, PO Box 1371, Sausalito, CA 94966, (415) 383-7837; 
Email: jerry@crystalfair.com; Website: www.crystalfair.com 
10-12—PORT TOWNSEND, WASHINGTON: Annual show; Port Townsend 
Rock Club; Jefferson County Fairgrounds, 4907 Landis St.; Fri. 10-8, Sat. 10-
8, Sun. 10-6; adults $8, seniors and students $6, children $2; contact Joan 
Zimmerman, 40 Combs St., Port Townsend, WA 98368, (907) 230-6836; 
Email: jzim@gci.net; Website: Facebook 
10-12—SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem 
Faire Inc.; Scottish Rite Center, 6151 H St.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
adults, seniors and students $7, children (ages 0-11) free; fine jewelry, 
crystals, gems, beads, gold and silver, minerals and more at manufacturer 
prices, exhibitors from all over the world, jewelry repair and ring sizing while 
you shop, free hourly door prizes; contact YooyNelson, (503) 252-8300; Email: 
info@gemfaire.com; Website: www.gemfaire.com 
11-12—EDMONDS, WASHINGTON: 12th Annual Summer Rock and Mineral 
Sale; Maplewood Rock and Gem Club; Maplewood Rock and Gem 
Clubhouse, 8802 196th Street SW; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-5; Free Admission; 
contact Mary AnnCollins, (206)-714-3922 ; Email: collma1@comcast.net 
17-19—SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem 
Faire Inc.; Earl Warren Showgrounds, 3400 Calle Real; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, 
Sun. 10-5; adults, seniors and students $7, children (ages 0-11) free; fine 
jewelry, crystals, gems, beads, gold and silver, minerals and more at 
manufacturer prices, exhibitors from all over the world, jewelry repair and ring 
sizing while you shop, free hourly door prizes; contact YooyNelson, (503) 252-
8300; Email: info@gemfaire.com; Website: www.gemfaire.com 
18-18—SHELTON, WASHINGTON: Tailgate sale and swap; Shelton Rock 
and Mineral Society; Mason County Recreation Association, 2100 E Johns 
Prairie Road; Sat. 9-5; free admission; All rockhounds and vendors invited to 
participate and bring rocks, minerals, fossils, rock crafts and equipment for 
sale or trade. Free admission and parking for shoppers and browsers. Food 
concession, raffle, display and restrooms; contact SusanPerrault, (360) 275-
9432; Email: srms242@yahoo.com; Website: 
www.sheltonrockclub.weebly.com 
18-19—TEHACHAPI, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Tehachapi Valley Gem & 
Mineral Society; Tehachapi Senior Center, 500 East; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; free 
admission; free parking, very rare and hard to find material to common rough, 
slabs, cut and finished, mineral specimens, crystals, fossils, cabochons, 
jewelry, raffle grand prize of a Cathedral Amethyst valued at $1,500, 
approximately 20 vendors, spinning wheel with great prizes, Mountain Fest; 
contact RonaldMyrick, 105 Brentwood Dr., Tehachapi, CA 93561, (661) 972-
1117; Email: tehachapivgms@outlook.com; Website: tvgms.org 
 

 
 

 

Estate Sale 

 
 Heritage Australian Rough Opal! 

 

 Huge Library of Len Cram Books 

 
Text Ian at (503) 347-2088 for details 

Email BarrettOpals@gmail.com 

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 
Stan M. McCall 

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist 
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs 

Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing 
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones 

(714) 220-9282 

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630 
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/ 

custom-creative@earthlink.net 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available 

  

tel:(503)%20347-2088
mailto:%E2%80%93beckburwell3@gmail.com
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
mailto:info@opalsociety.org
mailto:info@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application 

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) 
AMOUNT 
PAID 

DUES: 
SELECT ONE 

RENEWING MEMBERS $35   

NEW MEMBERS $45   

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10   

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE (Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5   

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $15   

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:  

 

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to: 

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at 
http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal 
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account 
is membership@opalsociety.org.  

 

NAME 
 

BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX 

CITY STATE 

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) 

PHONE - Home 
(        ) 

PHONE - Business 
(        ) 

FAX 
(        ) 

E-MAIL 

WEBSITE 

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be 

included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information 
above, please note that on the application. 

 Address  Phone  E-mail  Website   

Please sign here: ________________________________________ Date _____________ 
 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 
The American Opal Society. 
Copyright 2018. All rights reserved. 
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise 
Reserved. 
Editor-Jim Pisani 
Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: 
The Opal Express C/O 
Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

Are Your Dues Due Now? 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL. 
There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your 
membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are 
overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue. 
A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note, 
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received 
you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is 
your responsibility to assure your dues are current. 
Thank you, 
The Editor 

NAME BADGE ORDER FORM: 

 
PLEASE  PRINT  NAME  AS  
YOU  WISH  IT  TO  APPEAR  ON  
YOUR  BADGE  using  up  to  two  
(2)  lines  of  text  for  your  name,  
nickname,  or  name  of  your  opal  
related  business. 

http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm
mailto:membership@opalsociety.org
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org


 

The Opal Express The American Opal Society   July 2018  Page 10 

The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 

P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 

Volume #51 Issue #7 
July 2018 

 

 

— GENERAL MEETINGS — 
4th  Wednesday of the Month 
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM 
 

Anaheim Downtown Community Center 
250 E. Center Street 
Anaheim, CA  92805 
 

The Weingart Room 
 

MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 
 

 

  

Some Topics In This Issue: 
 

The American Opal Society 
 

 New General Meeting Location – July 27th 

 Opal Buying Guide  

 What Is “Frac Sand”? 

 Evaluating Turquoise 

 12 Facts about Rocks and Minerals 

 Definition of the Month: Mimetolith 
 

Website: 
Instagram: 
Facebook: 
Pinterest: 
YouTube: 

 

http://OpalSociety.org 
https://www.instagram.com/opalsociety 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety 
https://www.pinterest.com/opalsociety 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegTlH1IEyO7y8wdqvRfyUA?vie
w_as=subscriber 

 

Pete Goetz 
Russ Madsen 
Jim Pisani 
Veronica Purpura 

President 
Treasurer 
Editor & Webmaster 
Show Chairman 

(714) 345-1449 
(562) 884-2254 
(714) 815-4638 
(714) 501-9959 
 

email: mpg1022@aol.com 
email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net 
email: editor@opalsociety.org 
email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com 

TO: 
 

July 27th - General Meeting 
 

New General Meeting Location at: 
 

Anaheim Downtown Community Center 
250 E. Center Street 
Anaheim, CA  92805 

 

The Weingart Room 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1X6OMhraoXRH5NHQcEHlO6O5-o2HINUp7&ll=33.84354304122361%2C-117.94881747299803&z=13
http://opalsociety.org/
https://www.instagram.com/opalsociety
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety
https://www.pinterest.com/opalsociety
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegTlH1IEyO7y8wdqvRfyUA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegTlH1IEyO7y8wdqvRfyUA?view_as=subscriber
mailto:mpg1022@aol.com
mailto:chairman2rgm@verizon.net
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
mailto:angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1X6OMhraoXRH5NHQcEHlO6O5-o2HINUp7&ll=33.84354304122361%2C-117.94881747299803&z=13



