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President’s Message 
By Pete Goetz 

September is here gang: 
 
This will be a short and sweet president’s message. 
 
We have one action item for you, dear reader. 
 
SEPTEMBER MEETING IS OUR ANNUAL SHOW 
PREPARATION POSTCARD MEETING. 
 
We need all hands on deck for this meeting. We will be 
applying labels and postage stamps to 2,500 postcards 
for the Opal Show. 
 
! ! ! A light dinner will be provided (free) to all who attend 
and help ! ! ! 
 
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 26th 

 

GENERAL MEETING 7:00pm. 
 

Anaheim Downtown Community Center 
250 E. Center St. 
Anaheim, CA 92805 

 
We meet in the Weingart Room. Look for the AOS sign 
on the door! 

 
Be there or be square! 
 
Cheers mates! 
 
-Pete 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The AOS Annual Opal, Gem and Jewelry Show 
is coming soon!  

By Veronica Purpura, Show Chairwoman 
 

Dealer tables are almost filled up, security is scheduled, and 
the food truck (Piaggio’s) is arranged. We’re working on getting 
out the word and promoting the show. 
 
You can find the show on Eventbrite and even pre-purchase 
your admission tickets there. 
 
We need help from our members in giving a shout out about 
the show to their friends, family, business, etc. We also need 
volunteers to help work the show, so please speak up and offer 
up some time to help work the show. Please contact Pete, 
Russ or Veronica for more info. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Opal Show Fundraiser 
 

Folks, this will be our third annual Opal Show 
Support Fund Drive. The goal this year is 
$7,500 for show support. Please dig deep. 
Send a BIG check or a PayPal contribution 
right away! If you use PayPal include a memo 
that your contribution is for the Show Support 
Fund Drive.  Thanks in advance for your 
generous help with this important cause. 
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Pharaoh’s Head 
By Len Cram 

An extraordinary piece of brilliant Lighting Ridge black opal, with 
colours flowing in all directions as you moved the gem.  A product of 
the Mulga Field a few years back, the miner told me while I was 
photographing it, that was almost the shape of the stone as it came 
out of the ground.  All it needed was a little trimming, cleaning up, and 
polishing. 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Comes Out of Hiding in $50 Million Deal 
 
A Chinese materials company said it will acquire the 
carved gemstone, with plans to display it after over a 
decade out of public view 
 

By Colin Kellaher, Aug. 22, 2018 
 
The famed Millennium Sapphire, which has been out of the public eye 
for more than a decade, has resurfaced in one of the least likely of 
places. 
Yulong Eco-Materials Ltd. (YECO), a producer of fly-ash bricks based 
in the city of Pingdingshan in Henan Province, China, said 
Wednesday it has agreed to acquire the gem for $50 million in 
restricted stock. The company’s market capitalization was $3.3 million 
as of Tuesday’s close. 
The sapphire, which weighed in at around 90,000 carats when a miner 
discovered it in Madagascar in 1995, has been owned by a 
consortium led by retired investment banker Daniel McKinney since 
1998. 
The group commissioned Italian designer Alessio Boschi to carve the 
stone into an artwork depicting more than 134 historical figures. The 
stone now weighs about 61,500 carats. 
In a telephone interview, Mr. McKinney confirmed the agreement with 
Yulong, which he said plans to take the gem on tours similar to those 
that have been conducted for artifacts from the tomb of Egypt’s King 
Tutankhamen and the wreckage of the Titanic cruise ship. 
The carved gem has only been displayed twice in public, most 
recently at the 2004 maiden voyage of Carnival Corp. ’s (CCL) 
Sapphire Princess cruise liner. The sapphire also appeared at the 
2002 Academy Awards. 

 
Yulong Eco-Materials, a brick producer based in China, will acquire 
the Millennium Sapphire for $50 million in restricted stock. The 
61,500-carat carved gemstone hasn’t been exhibited publicly since 
2004. PHOTO: MILLENNIUM SAPPHIRE 

 
Mr. McKinney said the Millennium Sapphire has been held in a secure 
location and is currently in the U.S. He said the parties have 60 days 
to complete the transaction, but that he expects the deal will close in 
two to three weeks, subject to approval by Yulong’s shareholders and 
by NASDAQ, where Yulong’s shares are listed. 
After the deal closes, Yulong will change its name and bring in new 
management, Mr. McKinney said. 
Yulong said it plans to take the sapphire on a world tour of museums, 
to develop documentaries, and to include the gem in the plots of 
feature films. 
“We will develop the business and cash flows of the Millennium 
Sapphire through branding and licensing along with royalties and 
ticket sales through major museums world-wide,” Yulong Chief 
Executive Hoi Ming Chan said in a news release announcing the deal. 
Yulong said it would issue 25 million restricted shares, valued at $2 
apiece, in the deal. The company’s shares, which closed Tuesday at 
$1.38, were recently up 50% at $2.07 after trading as high as $2.71. 
Write to Colin Kellaher at colin.kellaher@wsj.com 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Comments: 
 
Brian Wathen 
Hope the SEC is investigating this transaction. There is something 
fishy afoot.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Justin Murray 
"The company’s market capitalization was $3.3 million as of 
Tuesday’s close." 
The seller is getting taken for one helluvah ride here. This is either a 
tax scam or the seller truly believes some no-name fly brick company 

http://quotes.wsj.com/YECO
http://quotes.wsj.com/CCL
mailto:colin.kellaher@wsj.com
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will appreciate almost 17 times over by the time the restriction period 
ends. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Carl Castrogiovanni 
Thinking "huh?" as I read this article.  Glad I read the comments 
before posting.  This raises so many flags...  ...and so many 
questions... 
That carving is ugly.  Why would you do something like that as 
opposed to a more traditional faceting?  Even if it's not a high grade 
specimen? 
Yulong is going to change its name and bring in new management...  
So, is this just a corporate acquisition scheme? 
They are going to make money via 'branding' and 'licensing'?  Really? 
Run away!  Run away!  ;) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Chris Petruzzi 
For those who are curious, 61,500 carats is about 27.1 pounds.  
That's a big stone, but I can't see it being worth anywhere near $50 
million.     Based on the picture, the clarity is poor and most of it does 
not seem to have a good color.   I don't see why anyone would want 
it as a single piece, and most of it is not gem quality.  
Can I sell short on this security? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Daniel Palmer 
How does this work, a company with a market cap of $3.3 million 
issuing $50 million in stock? Generally market cap is a reasonable 
approximation of net worth, so the seller is basically getting nothing. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Chris Petruzzi 
The company would have its current net assets of about $3.3 million 
plus the sapphire.   The new market cap would be about $53 million, 
but see my comment above.  I suspect that the intention of this is 
overvaluation of the sapphire to enable a scam on third party 
investors.    
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Justin Murray 

Companies aren't usually valued based on on-hand assets but cash 
flow performance. The asset-based valuation is usually only applied 
when the company is in the process of liquidation and those assets 
are adjusted to liquidation value, not book value. Just because it 
booked $50m for this sapphire doesn't mean it's actually worth 
$50m. 
From https://www.wsj.com/articles/millennium-sapphire-comes-out-
of-hiding-in-50-million-deal-1534973777 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Brad's Bench Tips for September 
 

 
 
SETTING A RIVET 

Riveting is usually done with a cross peen hammer, but I've found it's 
a lot easier for me to hit the rivet wire when using a small ball peen - 
and the smaller the better. Shown here is one I typically use. It’s about 
3/8 inch diameter on the back of a chasing hammer, but I’ve been 

thinking that a 3/16 inch ball might be even better. Look for a yard sale 
hammer you can modify to work. 
 
SHEET WAX WITH ADHESIVE 

While shopping in the Los Angeles jewelry district for supplies for our 
class, I found a new product that may interest some of you. Often 
before casting, I want to increase the thickness of a model by adding 
a layer of wax on the back side. For instance, models like a leaf or a 
flower petal do not cast well unless you add a little extra thickness. 
The problem is trying to apply a coating of wax that's smooth and 
even. 
The new product I found is an easily moldable sheet wax with an 
adhesive coating. This lets me easily add thickness to a very thin 
model. With a leaf, just press it onto the wax, trim excess wax around 
the outer edges, and then gently bend the sandwich to the contour 
you would like. The wax is available in a number of different 
thicknesses from about 26 ga to 14 ga. 
 
If interested, my supplier is 

Jewelry Tools & Supplies 
412 W. 6th Street #1011 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 
213 624-8224 
jtstech@sbcglobal.net 

 
For more tips or to learn new jewelry skills see 
Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith 
Discover and Master New Jewelry Skills with Brad's Books 
http://amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith  

 
From www.BradSmithJewelry.com  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Moissanite: The Second Hardest Mineral in 
Nature after Diamond 
 

 
The colors seen in moissanite from the Mount Carmel area of northern Israel 
range from dark blue to light green. 

 
Formula: SiC 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/millennium-sapphire-comes-out-of-hiding-in-50-million-deal-1534973777
https://www.wsj.com/articles/millennium-sapphire-comes-out-of-hiding-in-50-million-deal-1534973777
mailto:jtstech@sbcglobal.net
http://amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
http://www.bradsmithjewelry.com/
http://www.geologyin.com/2017/02/moissanite-second-hardest-mineral-in.html
http://www.geologyin.com/2017/02/moissanite-second-hardest-mineral-in.html
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-YYSi13N0Mkg/WJxZuCkdviI/AAAAAAAALVc/1OxFX_XZGIUhx2KEDY-bwmASEGtPIhaQgCLcB/s1600/The+Second+Hardest+Mineral+in+Natural+after+Diamond+(2).jpg
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System: Hexagonal 
Colour: Green, black, Blue, Colorless, Green yellow, Yellow 
Lustre: Vitreous 
Hardness: 9½ 

 
Moissanite is the name given to naturally occurring silicon carbide and 
to its various crystalline polymorphs. It has the chemical formula SiC 
and is a rare mineral, discovered by the French chemist Henri 
Moissan in 1893. Silicon carbide is useful for commercial and 
industrial applications due to its hardness, optical properties and 
thermal conductivity. 
 
Mineral moissanite was discovered by Henri Moissan while examining 
rock samples from a meteor crater located in Canyon Diablo, Arizona, 
in 1893. At first, he mistakenly identified the crystals as diamonds, but 
in 1904 he identified the crystals as silicon carbide. The mineral was 
named in his honour.  
 
The mineral form of silicon carbide was named moissanite in honor of 
Moissan later on in his life. The discovery in the Canyon Diablo 
meteorite and other places was challenged for a long time as 
carborundum contamination from man-made abrasive tools. 
 
Geology: 

Moissanite, in its natural form, is very rare. It has only been 
discovered in a small variety of places from upper mantle rock to 
meteorites. Discoveries have shown that moissanite occurs naturally 
as inclusions in diamonds, xenoliths, and ultramafic rocks such as 
kimberlite and lamproite. They have also been identified in 
carbonaceous chondrite meteorites as presolar grains. 

 
The colors seen in moissanite from the Mount Carmel area of northern 
Israel range from dark blue to light green. Note the broken or rounded 
morphology. Composite. Photo by Aurélien Delaunay. 
 
References: 

Gemological Institute of America Inc. 
Webmineral 
 
http://www.geologyin.com/2017/02/moissanite-second-hardest-
mineral-in.html#ovQr0DVCT02tUITh.99 
Follow us: @GeologyTime on Twitter 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Rock Science: Lithium - The Battery Metal 
By Steve Voynick, August 27, 2018 

 

 
The mica-group mineral trilithionite often occurs in micaceous “books” of platy 
crystals with a distinctive lilac color. 

 
The lithium-bearing minerals most familiar to collectors are 
spodumene and trilithionite (formerly “lepidolite”). The kunzite variety 
of spodumene, or lithium aluminum silicate, is a gemstone with a 
delicate pink color; the mica-group mineral trilithionite, or potassium 
lithium aluminum fluorosilicate, occurs in massive form and as 
micaceous “books” of platy crystals with a distinctive lilac color. 
Spodumene and trilithionite are also ores of lithium, which is currently 
one of the hottest mineral commodities and an indispensable element 
in our high-tech world. 
Laptops, cell phones, digital cameras, hybrid and electric vehicles, 
portable power tools, and virtually everything else that uses 
rechargeable batteries depends on lithium. 
 
All Eyes on Lithium 

 
Lithium demand and prices are soaring. In 2005, a ton of lithium (as 
contained in lithium carbonate) sold for $2,000. Today, a ton sells for 
$16,000. A silvery-white, alkaline metal, lithium is so soft it can be cut 
with a knife. With a specific gravity of just 0.53, it is the lightest of all 
metals and has only half the density of water. The only elements with 
[less] density are hydrogen and helium. Highly reactive, lithium 
corrodes quickly in air and reacts violently with water. Lithium is an 
ideal anodic metal for electrochemical batteries. It ionizes readily, 
making its single outer electron available for electrical current. Lithium 
is far lighter than any other electrochemical-battery metal and, 
because lithium ions easily recombine with electrons, lithium-ion 
batteries are easily recharged. 
All these factors give lithium a very high electrochemical potential, a 
measurement of potential electrical energy relative to mass. In other 
words, a small amount of lithium can produce a lot of electrical 
current—exactly what is needed to manufacture small, lightweight, 
rechargeable batteries. Ranking 35th in crustal abundance, lithium is 
about as common as lead. Lithium was discovered in 1817, isolated 
in 1855, and first mined commercially in 1923, after it had found 
limited use in manufacturing glass and ceramics. 
By the 1960s, lithium had many new applications in lightweight alloys, 
lubricants (“lithium grease”), certain nuclear applications, and mood-
stabilizing drugs for treating bipolar disorder, all of which remain 
important today. 
 
 
Tonnage Topping 40,000 

https://www.gia.edu/gems-gemology/summer-2014-gemnews-moissanite-crystals-israel
http://www.webmineral.com/data/Moissanite.shtml
http://www.geologyin.com/2017/02/moissanite-second-hardest-mineral-in.html#ovQr0DVCT02tUITh.99
http://www.geologyin.com/2017/02/moissanite-second-hardest-mineral-in.html#ovQr0DVCT02tUITh.99
http://www.rockngem.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/2.jpg
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The kunzite variety of spodumene, or lithium aluminum silicate, is a gemstone 
with a delicate pink color. 

 
Although widely distributed and relatively abundant, lithium rarely 
occurs in economic concentrations. Until the 1960s, less than 1,000 
tons of lithium was being mined worldwide each year. At that time, the 
United States dominated production by mining trilithionite, 
spodumene and petalite (lithium aluminum silicate) from granite 
pegmatites in Maine, South Dakota, North Carolina, and New Mexico. 
Demand for lithium grew in the late 1990s with advances in the design 
and manufacture of lithium-ion batteries. Annual global mine output is 
now nearing 40,000 tons. 
Today, half our lithium supply comes from pegmatite ores, and the 
remainder from saline brines. Australia is the leading producer, mining 
12,000 tons annually from a huge spodumene deposit in Australia. 
Chile ranks second, obtaining 10,000 tons per year by evaporating 
saline brines that underlie evaporite lakebeds in the high Andes. 
Other important lithium sources are China and Argentina. The United 
States ranks fifth in annual production, recovering 3,500 tons of 
lithium from the Silver Peak saline-evaporation plant in Esmeralda 
County, Nevada. 
Silver Peak, owned by Albemarle US Inc., has been active since the 
late 1960s and is now increasing production to capitalize on soaring 
lithium prices. Silver Peak is currently North America’s only lithium 
source and one of just 14 active lithium mines in the world. 
Hectorite (hydrous sodium magnesium lithium fluorosilicate) is 
another lithium-bearing mineral that is drawing attention. Named after 
the old mining camp of Hector, California, where it was discovered in 
1941, hectorite forms low lithium concentrations in near-surface, 
montmorillonite-type clays that can be easily mined. With lithium 
demand and prices projected to quadruple by 2025, prospectors and 
geologists are flocking to the wide-open deserts of western Nevada 
and adjacent California—the most likely places in the nation to find 
new hectorite or saline sources of lithium. 
 
Author: Steve Voynick 

A science writer, mineral collector, and 
former hard rock miner, he is also the author 
of many references including, "Colorado 
Rock Hounding" and "New Mexico 
Rockhounding." 
Learn more about Mr. Voynick from his site: 
Mountain Press Publishing. 
 
From http://www.rockngem.com/rock-
science-lithium-the-battery-metal/ 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

16 Opal Rings to Love (Even If you're not an 
October Baby) 

By Alyssa Coscarelli, March 28, 2018 

 
Maybe you've come across opal jewelry before and backed off 
because it's not your birthstone for the taking — and maybe you’ve 
heard it’s bad luck to wear it if it’s not. But as fashion folks who are all 
about breaking the rules, we say that even if you're not an October 
baby, you ought to introduce some opal rings to your jewelry 
collection. Allow us to explain why you should consider an opal piece 
for your next treat-yourself occasion (and clear up some 
misconceptions along the way). 
First and foremost, that superstition came from an 1829 fiction novel 
called Anne of Geierstein. Disgruntled diamond traders in the 19th 
and 20th centuries allegedly spread that bad-luck rumor to deter 
people from buying opals. But that was then, and this is now — and 
now we recognize that opals are actually one of the most special 
stones in jewelry because they can show allcolors. They make a 
perfect addition to any ring stack, tend to be more affordable than 
diamonds, and are the ideal ring stone for someone who wants a 
piece that doesn't feel overly glitzy. The name “opal” supposedly 
derives from the Sanskrit "upala," meaning “precious stone,” and later 
the Greek derivative “Opallios,” meaning “to see a change of color.” 
And while you might take a stone's so-called "powers" with a grain of 
salt, opals have been long associated with love, passion, confidence, 
and self-esteem — and you can really never have enough of any of 
those. 
But despite how special opals are, they're still not the most common 
to come by in accessories, with only a handful of jewelry designers 
really doing opals (and specifically in rings) well these days. Click 
ahead for our opal ring picks and fall in love with this unique stone. 
Whether you're October-born or not, the ones ahead are worth a look, 
even if just to admire their beauty. 

 
1 Melinda Maria Isla Opal Ring, $68, available at Nordstrom. 

 
 

 
2 J. Hannah Demi Signet (Opal), $498, available at J. Hannah. 

 

 
3 La Kaiser 14kt Opal, Diamond, and Pearl Savoy Ring, $450, 

available at La Kaiser. 
 

 

https://westernmininghistory.com/mine_detail/10295160/
https://mountain-press.com/author_detail.php?author_key=18
http://www.rockngem.com/rock-science-lithium-the-battery-metal/
http://www.rockngem.com/rock-science-lithium-the-battery-metal/
https://www.refinery29.com/author/alyssa-coscarelli
http://www.opalsdownunder.com.au/learn-about-opals/introductory/are-opals-bad-luck
https://shop.nordstrom.com/S/4832815?utm_source=rakuten&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=datafeed&utm_contentWomen%3AJewelry%3ARing=&utm_term=5527690&utm_channel=affiliate_ret_p&sp_source=rakuten&sp_campaign=datafeed
https://jhannahjewelry.com/products/581fdb9d579fb3dc45103bcd
https://www.lakaiser.com/collections/rings/products/14kt-opal-diamond-and-pearl-savoy-ring
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4 WWAKE Organic Triangle Ring, $864, available at WWAKE. 
 

 
5 Yasuko Azuma One-of-a-Kind Boulder Opal & Ruby Ring, $995.00, 
available at ABC Carpet & Home.  
 

 
6 Hortense Darling Opal Diamond Ring, $385, available at Hortense. 
 

 
7 Pamela Love Love Reveal Ring, $635 $379, available at Barneys 
Warehouse. 
 

 
8 Jennie Kwon Diamond Opal Trio Equilibrium Ring, $890, available 
at Olivela. 
 

 
 

9 Larisa Lavins Jewelry Augusta Opal Ring, $3560, available at 
Ylang23. 
 

 
10 Local Eclectic Opal & Moonstone Ring, $98, available at Local 
Eclectic. 
 

 
11 Mania Mania Opal Entity Solitaire Ring, $1800, available at Stone 
and Strand. 
 

 
12 Sofia Zakia Opal and Diamond Luna Ring, $498, available at Twist. 
 

 
13 Jacquie Aiche Diamond, Opal, Green Tourmaline & 14K Yellow 
Gold Ring, $885, available at Saks Fifth Avenue. 
 

 

 
 
14 Claire Kinder Pip Ring, Opal, $185, available at Catbird. 
 

https://wwake.com/collections/opals/products/organic-triangle-ring
http://www.abchome.com/shop/yasuko-azuma-one-of-a-kind-boulder-opal-ruby-ring-1512014
http://hortensejewelry.bigcartel.com/product/darling-opal-diamond-ring
https://www.barneyswarehouse.com/product/pamela-love-reveal-ring-505430677.html?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&product_partition_id=492501784032&product_id=00505055107761&utm_campaign=BWH-PLA-US-GGL-DB-product_type&utm_content=product_type-wom-rings&adtype=pla_with_promotion&gclid=CjwKCAiA24PVBRBvEiwAyBxf-eGjkoUKTWnhpHprZt217p1ioe4GacS5ZuaphPTRAmzjERmzXWjcohoC3w4QAvD_BwE
https://www.barneyswarehouse.com/product/pamela-love-reveal-ring-505430677.html?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&product_partition_id=492501784032&product_id=00505055107761&utm_campaign=BWH-PLA-US-GGL-DB-product_type&utm_content=product_type-wom-rings&adtype=pla_with_promotion&gclid=CjwKCAiA24PVBRBvEiwAyBxf-eGjkoUKTWnhpHprZt217p1ioe4GacS5ZuaphPTRAmzjERmzXWjcohoC3w4QAvD_BwE
https://www.olivela.com/products/jenniekwondesigns-diamondopaltrioequilibriumring-18275?blk=false&gclid=CjwKCAiA24PVBRBvEiwAyBxf-bpxYWDPXNcA4aek06cqvB78tLnVVu-nT-S5jMkSIy8DAlNoywiv0BoCyKMQAvD_BwE
https://www.ylang23.com/product/larisa+laivins+jewelry+agusta+opal+ring.do?siteID=J84DHJLQkR4-tVxZN_WMPy7S.5Jxr8vKLA
https://www.localeclectic.com/collections/whats-new/products/opal-moonstone-ring
https://www.localeclectic.com/collections/whats-new/products/opal-moonstone-ring
https://www.stoneandstrand.com/products/maniamania-opal-entity-solitaire-ring
https://www.stoneandstrand.com/products/maniamania-opal-entity-solitaire-ring
http://www.twistonline.com/Rings-Colored-Solitaires-and-Bands/Opal-and-Diamond-Luna-Ring/?gclid=CjwKCAiA24PVBRBvEiwAyBxf-RTnXzSnITGL8K9qVzfESct0JWUECnwDsD-6AufFQcRmqMjjMBEGOhoCMp4QAvD_BwE
https://www.saksfifthavenue.com/main/ProductDetail.jsp?PRODUCT%3C%3Eprd_id=845524446936802&site_refer=CSE_GGLPRADS001&gclid=CjwKCAiA24PVBRBvEiwAyBxf-d034XgwEcMm01cSZsPc8ksto4ioVfwESMz1n9u2f4alEugfq0LPTBoChU8QAvD_BwE
https://www.catbirdnyc.com/pip-ring-opal.html
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15 Talon Five Opal Ring, $386, available at Talon. 
 

 
16 Brilliant Earth Opal Cadence Ring, $750, available at Brilliant 
Earth. 
 
From https://www.refinery29.com/en-us/2018/09/208988/bershka-
converse-collaboration-fall-2018 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Gem & Mineral Shows 
More shows can be found at http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowState=ALL 

September 2018 
21-23—SANDY, UTAH: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc.; Mountain 
America Expo Center, 9575 S. State St.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults, 
seniors and students $7, children (ages 0-11) free; fine jewelry, crystals, gems, 
beads, gold and silver, minerals and more at manufacturer prices, exhibitors 
from all over the world, jewelry repair and ring sizing while you shop, free 
hourly door prizes; contact YooyNelson, (503) 252-8300; Email: 
info@gemfaire.com; Website: www.gemfaire.com 
22-23—AUBURN, WASHINGTON: Annual show; Cascade Mineralogical 
Society, Kent, WA; Green River College, Student Union Building, 12401 SE 
320th St.; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; Free Admission; An indoor show plus several 
sheltered outdoor vendors. Beautiful, state-of-the-art, new venue. You will find 
minerals, gemstones, cabs, fossils, geodes, tools and equipment. Everything 
from rough rock, supplies, finished jewelry and more. Hourly door prizes plus 
end of show Grande Prize Raffle. Hands on demonstrations, knapping, 
faceting, wire wrapping and cabbing. Continuous silent auction. Case displays. 
Many activities for the kids. A great family event!; contact MarkHohn, 32009 
199th Ave. SE, Kent, WA 98042, (253)-332-3736; Email: 
showchair@cascademineralogical society.org; Website: 
www.cascademineralogicalsociety.org 
22-23—LODI, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Stockton Lapidary and Mineral 
Club; Lodi Grape Festival Grounds, 413 E Lockeford St; Daily 10-5; Admission 
$6, Children free 12 and under ; Earth's Treasures Gems, Minerals, & Jewelry 
Show Vendors, Gold Panning, Demonstrations, Rock Identification, 
Fluorescent Exhibits, Children's Activities, Lapidary Art Exhibits; contact 
MikeMathis, (510)-301-3612; Email: mmathis@nwp.org; Website: 
http://www.stocktonlapidary.com/show.html 

October 2018 
3-7—JOSHUA TREE, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; JT Sportsman's Club; JT 
Sportsman's Club, 6225 Sunburst St; Wed. 8-6, Thu. 8-6, Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-6; 
Free; This will be our 43rd Annual Fall Gem, Mineral & Craft Show with dealers 
in warm and sunny Joshua Tree, Calif.; contact William Sherwood, 74259 St 
Andrews Dr, PO 713, TwentyninePalms, CA 92277, 7602186137; Email: 
socaldesert@yahoo.com; Website: http://www.jtsportsmansclub.com/ 
5-7—SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire 
Inc.; Scottish Rite Center, 6151 H St.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; adults, 
seniors and student $7, children (ages 0-11) free; fine jewelry, crystals, gems, 
beads, gold and silver, minerals and more at manufacturers' prices, exhibitors 
from all over the world, jewelry repair and ring sizing while you shop, free 
hourly door prizes; contact YooyNelson, (503) 252-8300; Email: 
info@gemfaire.com; Website: www.gemfaire.com 
6-6—IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO: 8th Annual Members Sale - Rocks, Gems and 
Jewelry; Idaho Falls Gem & Mineral Society; Pinecrest Event Center, 560 East 

Anderson, (next to Fred Meyer Store); Sat. 9-5; adults $3, children 12 and 
under free with paid adult; members selling unique jewelry, unusual rough and 
polished rocks, slabs, minerals, fossils, handcrafted artisan items, gemstones, 
jewelry-making supplies and beads; contact BillThielbahr, (208) 524-0139; 
Email: tbar@srv.net 
6-7—MARYSVILLE, WASHINGTON: Annual show; Marysville Rock and 
Gem Club; Marysville Totem Middle School - Gymnasium, 1605 7th Street NE; 
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; Free Admission ; At our 44th annual show there will be 
dealers with rock rough, slabs, and polished cabs to gem quality faceting 
rough; minerals, fossils, tools, and lapidary equipment; jewelry, beads, gems 
and books. There will be demonstrators, club displays, and more fun and 
games for the kids. Door prizes, silent auctions, raffle prizes and food service. 
Free admission, free parking. ; contact Michael McWilliams, 28028 44th Ave 
NW, Stanwood, WA 98292, (360)-631-7469; Email: 
Michaeltinamcwilliams@gmail.com,; Website: 
http://www.marysvillerockclub.com/ 
6-7—GRASS VALLEY, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Nevada County Gem & 
Mineral Society; Nevada County Fairgrounds, 11228 McCourtney Road; Sat. 
10-5; adults $2, students with ID free, children under 12 free; contact 
MitchellVan Hecke, 14534 Mumford Drive, Grass Valley, CA 95945, (530) 575-
4252; Email: 4vanclan5@att.net 
6-7—VISTA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Vista Gem and 
Minerial Society; Vista Antique Gas and Steam Engine Museum, 2040 N. 
Santa Fe Dr; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; Free; Parking is $5.00. Outdoor show with 
rough rock, slabs, jewelry and much more. Held in conjunction with the Fiber 
Arts fair.; contact Kelly Hickman; Email: kellyahickman@hotmail.com 
12-14—TRONA, CALIFORNIA: Annual Gem-O-Rama; Searles Lake Gem & 
Mineral Society; Show and Lapidary Building, 13337 Main St.; Fri. 1:30 PM-
6:30 PM, Sat. 7:30 AM-5:00 PM, Sun. 7:30 AM-4:00 PM; free admission; 
dealers, mineral collecting field trips for rare saline minerals on Searles Lake; 
contact BonnieFairchild, PO.Box 966, Trona, CA 92592, (760) 372-5356; 
Email: slgms@iwvisp.com; Website: www1.iwvisp.com/tronagemclub/ 
12-14—MOAB, UTAH: Annual show; Moab Points & Pebbles Rock Club; Old 
Spanish Trail Arena, 3641 S. Hwy 191; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; free 
admission; vendors selling rocks, gems, minerals, lapidary rough, beads, 
equipment and more, displays, demonstrations, spin table. door prizes, field 
trips to Yellow Cat area for limb casts, petrified wood, etc. and Lisbon Valley 
for fossils, agate, etc.; contact JerryHansen, PO Box 1459, Moab, UT 84532; 
Email: moabrockclub@live.com 
12-14— SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH: Annual show; Mineral Collectors of Utah; 
Trolley Square Shopping Mall, 600 South entrance and 700 East; Fri. 12-9, 
Sat. 10-9, Sun. 10-5; free admission; dealers, exhibit showcases, Wheel of 
Fortune, grab bags, hourly drawings, great family fun and education in the 
earth sciences, grand prize drawing Sunday; contact CurtForrester, (801) 368-
4103; Email: fossilmin@gmail.com; Website: http://m-c-u.org/ 
12-14—COSTA MESA, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire 
Inc.; OC Fair & Event Center, 88 Fair Dr.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; 
adults, seniors and students $7, children (ages 0-11) free; fine jewelry, 
crystals, gems, beads, gold and silver, minerals and more at manufacturer 
prices, exhibitors from all over the world, jewelry repair and ring sizing while 
you shop, free hourly door prizes; contact YooyNelson, (503) 252-8300; Email: 
info@gemfaire.com; Website: www.gemfaire.com 
13-14—SIERRA VISTA, ARIZONA: Annual show; Huachuca Mineral and 
Gem Club; Cochise College, 901 N. Colombo Ave; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; Free 
Admission; Geode cutting/sales, free gem stone identification, family friendly, 
all handicapped accessible, free parking; contact MaudieBailey, 5036 S. San 
Carlos Ave, Sierra Vista, AZ 85650, (520)-249-1541; Email: 
gmbailey@msn.com; Website: huachucamineralandgemclub.info 
13-14—WALNUT CREEK, CALIFORNIA: Show and sale; Pacific Crystal 
Fair; Civic Park Community Center, 1371 Civic Drive; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; 
adults $12 (good for both days), children under 12 free; The Crystal Fair: rocks 
and minerals, gems and jewelry, metaphysical arts, find the crystal that's right 
for you, get a massage, have a psychic reading, free parking in the Civic Park 
parking lot, pay lots close by; contact JerryTomlinson, PO Box 1371, Sausalito, 
CA 94966, (415) 383-7837; Email: jerry@crystalfair.com; Website: 
www.crystalfair.com 
13-14—LOS ALTOS, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Peninslua Gem and 
Geology Society; Los Altos Youth Center, One No. San Antonio Rd.; Sat. 10-
5, Sun. 10-5; Admission $5, Children under 12 free; Kids Treasure Wheel, 
geode cutting, rock and mineral ID, poppy jasper, meteorites, fossils, beads, 
jewelry, minerals, quality slabs. We are a small show, but we are a great show!; 
contact SteveJobe, 1023 Delna Manor Lane, San Jose, CA 95128-3473, 
(408)-834-5384; Email: steve_jobe@sbcglobal.net; Website: pggs.org 
14-14—FALLBROOK , CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Fallbrook Gem and 
Mineral Society ; Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Museum, Fallbrook Gem and 
Mineral Museum, 123 W Alvarado St.; Sun. 9-4; Free Admission; Raffle, 
mineral panning, rock painting, gem identification, mineral, gem and fossil 

http://www.talonnyc.com/shop-v1/opal-marquise-fs67l
https://www.brilliantearth.com/Opal-Cadence-Ring-Rose-Gold-BE1714/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=PLA&utm_content=BE1714-14KR&gclid=Cj0KCQjw-uzVBRDkARIsALkZAdmqKi2ziJYJZAjtuUVEHPbqjhZsZiX2l3JGJGPA9nrNLAcFjVDPmCkaAig9EALw_wcB
https://www.brilliantearth.com/Opal-Cadence-Ring-Rose-Gold-BE1714/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=PLA&utm_content=BE1714-14KR&gclid=Cj0KCQjw-uzVBRDkARIsALkZAdmqKi2ziJYJZAjtuUVEHPbqjhZsZiX2l3JGJGPA9nrNLAcFjVDPmCkaAig9EALw_wcB
https://www.refinery29.com/en-us/2018/09/208988/bershka-converse-collaboration-fall-2018
https://www.refinery29.com/en-us/2018/09/208988/bershka-converse-collaboration-fall-2018
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-display/?ShowState=ALL
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sales, rock sphere polishing demonstration, & more! ; contact JaniceBricker, 
Fallbrook Gem &Mineral Society , 123 W Alvarado St., Ste B, Fallbrook , CA 
92028, (760)-728-1130; Email: Info@fgms.org; Website: Www.fgms.org 
19-21—DEL MAR, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail show; Gem Faire Inc.; 
Del Mar Fairgrounds, 2260 Jimmy Durante Blvd.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-
5; adults, seniors and students $7, children (ages 0-11) free; fine jewelry, 
crystals, gems, beads, gold and silver, minerals and more at manufacturer 
prices, exhibitors from all over the world, jewelry repair and ring sizing while 
you shop, free hourly door prizes; contact YooyNelson, (503) 252-8300; Email: 
info@gemfaire.com; Website: www.gemfaire.com 
20-20—WEST HILLS, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Woodland Hills Rock 
Chippers, Inc.; First United Methodist Church, 22700 Sherman Way; Sat. 10-
5; FREE; Crafts, jewelry, dealers, gems, minerals, rocks, fossils, displays, 
demos, silent auctions, gold panning, hands-on activities throughout the day.; 
contact Paty Mejorado; Email: info@rockchippers.org; Website: 
www.rockchippers.org 
20-21—SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Santa Rosa Mineral and 
Gem Society; Santa Rosa's Veteran's Building, 1351 Maple St; Sat. 10-6, Sun. 

10-5; Admission $6; Gold Panning demos, wire wrapping classes, 30+ many 
wonderful dealers!!!; contact JoleenCoon, (707)-849-9551; Website: 
www.SRMGS.org 
20-21—SEDONA, ARIZONA: Annual show; Sedona Gem and Mineral Club; 
Sedona Red Rock High School, 995 Upper Red Rock Loop Rd; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 
10-4; Adults $3, Children free ; Dealers, displays, kid's adventure, hourly and 
grand raffle prizes, minerals, rocks, agates, gemstones, crystals, jewelry, 
beads, and lapidary supplies.; contact PattiPolk, 3534 E. Bellevue St., Tucson, 
AZ 85716, (520)-237-0421; Email: webstuff1954@hotmail.com; Website: 
www.sedonagemandmineral.org 
20-21—WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Whittier Gem & Mineral 
Society; Whittier Community Center, 7630 Washington Ave.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 
10-5; free admission; Displays of collections, lapidary and jewelry 
demonstrations, educational children's activities, vendors, snack bar, silent 
auction, and raffle with hourly drawings; contact Yvonne Morton, 11319 
Telechron Ave., Whittier, CA 90605, (562) 895-8667; Email: 
will.yvonne.morton@verizon.net; Website: wgmsca.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

AOS 2018 Calendar 

Month Date 
Day of 
Week 

Event Meeting Location 
Meeting Topic / 

Speaker 

Sep 09/17/18 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge 
  

Sep 09/26/18 Wednesday AOS General Meeting Anaheim Downtown Community Center  

Opal & Gem Show 
Work Session 

Oct 10/15/18 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge 
  

Oct 10/24/18 Wednesday AOS General Meeting Anaheim Downtown Community Center  To Be Announced 

Nov 11/03/18 Saturday 
51st Annual Opal & 

Gem Show Business Expo Center 

51st Annual Opal & 
Gem Show 

Nov 11/04/18 Sunday 
51st Annual Opal & 

Gem Show Business Expo Center 

51st Annual Opal & 
Gem Show 

Nov 11/19/18 Monday AOS Board Meeting Garden Grove Masons Lodge 
  

Nov 11/28/18 Wednesday AOS General Meeting Anaheim Downtown Community Center  

Opal & Gem Show 
Recap / Possible 

Speaker 

Dec 12/17/18 Monday AOS General Meeting Anaheim Downtown Community Center  

AOS Christmas Party 
Potluck 

Estate Sale 

 
 Heritage Australian Rough Opal! 

 

 Huge Library of Len Cram Books 

 
Text Ian at (503) 347-2088 for details 

Email BarrettOpals@gmail.com 

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 
Stan M. McCall 

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist 
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs 

Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing 
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones 

(714) 220-9282 

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630 
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/ 

custom-creative@earthlink.net 
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available 

  

https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://goo.gl/maps/iasDPHo2GMm
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://goo.gl/maps/iasDPHo2GMm
http://opalsociety.org/Opal_Show_Current/opal_show_current.htm
http://opalsociety.org/Opal_Show_Current/opal_show_current.htm
http://www.businessexpocenter.com/
http://opalsociety.org/Opal_Show_Current/opal_show_current.htm
http://opalsociety.org/Opal_Show_Current/opal_show_current.htm
http://www.businessexpocenter.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/11270+Acacia+Pkwy,+Garden+Grove,+CA+92840/@33.7758219,-117.9382469,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x80dd2807dc7da4dd:0x7740a4314f989e76
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://goo.gl/maps/iasDPHo2GMm
http://opalsociety.org/aos_meetings.htm
https://goo.gl/maps/iasDPHo2GMm
tel:(503)%20347-2088
mailto:%E2%80%93beckburwell3@gmail.com
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
mailto:info@opalsociety.org
mailto:info@opalsociety.org
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American Opal Society Membership Application 

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) 
AMOUNT 
PAID 

DUES: 
SELECT ONE 

RENEWING MEMBERS $35   

NEW MEMBERS $45   

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $10   

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE (Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $5   

ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $15   

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:  

 

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to: 

American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at 
http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal 
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account 
is membership@opalsociety.org.  

 

NAME 
 

BUSINESS NAME 

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX 

CITY STATE 

ZIP or POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) 

PHONE - Home 
(        ) 

PHONE - Business 
(        ) 

FAX 
(        ) 

E-MAIL 

WEBSITE 

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS 

 

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be 

included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information 
above, please note that on the application. 

 Address  Phone  E-mail  Website   

Please sign here: ________________________________________ Date _____________ 
 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 
The American Opal Society. 
Copyright 2018. All rights reserved. 
Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise 
Reserved. 
Editor-Jim Pisani 
Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to: 
The Opal Express C/O 
Jim Pisani 
P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 
E-mail: editor@opalsociety.org 

Are Your Dues Due Now? 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL. 
There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your 
membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are 
overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue. 
A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note, 
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received 
you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter. It is 
your responsibility to assure your dues are current. 
Thank you, 
The Editor 

NAME BADGE ORDER FORM: 

 
PLEASE  PRINT  NAME  AS  
YOU  WISH  IT  TO  APPEAR  ON  
YOUR  BADGE  using  up  to  two  
(2)  lines  of  text  for  your  name,  
nickname,  or  name  of  your  opal  
related  business. 

http://opalsociety.org/aos_application_by_web.htm
mailto:membership@opalsociety.org
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
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The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 

P.O. Box 4875 
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 

Volume #51 Issue #9 
September 2018 

 

 

— GENERAL MEETINGS — 
4th  Wednesday of the Month 
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM 
 

Anaheim Downtown Community Center 
250 E. Center Street 
Anaheim, CA  92805 
 
The Weingart Room 
 

MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 

 

 

  

Some Topics In This Issue: 
 

The American Opal Society 
 

 Pharaoh’s Head 

 Comes Out of Hiding in $50 Million Deal 

 Brad's Bench Tips for September 

 Moissanite: The Second Hardest Mineral 

 Rock Science: Lithium - The Battery Metal 

 16 Opal Rings to Love 
 
 

Website: 
Instagram: 
Facebook: 
Pinterest: 
YouTube: 

 

http://OpalSociety.org 
https://www.instagram.com/opalsociety 
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety 
https://www.pinterest.com/opalsociety 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegTlH1IEyO7y8wdqvRfyUA?vie
w_as=subscriber 

 

Pete Goetz 
Russ Madsen 
Jim Pisani 
Veronica Purpura 

President 
Treasurer 
Editor & Webmaster 
Show Chairman 

(714) 345-1449 
(562) 884-2254 
(714) 815-4638 
(714) 501-9959 
 

email: mpg1022@aol.com 
email: chairman2rgm@verizon.net 
email: editor@opalsociety.org 
email: angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com 

TO: 
 

September 26th - General Meeting 
 

Opal Show Working 

Meeting 

New General Meeting Location at: 
 

Anaheim Downtown Community Center 
250 E. Center Street 
Anaheim, CA  92805 

 
The Weingart Room 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1X6OMhraoXRH5NHQcEHlO6O5-o2HINUp7&ll=33.84354304122361%2C-117.94881747299803&z=13
http://opalsociety.org/
https://www.instagram.com/opalsociety
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety
https://www.pinterest.com/opalsociety
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegTlH1IEyO7y8wdqvRfyUA?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegTlH1IEyO7y8wdqvRfyUA?view_as=subscriber
mailto:mpg1022@aol.com
mailto:chairman2rgm@verizon.net
mailto:editor@opalsociety.org
mailto:angeldragonoflight@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1X6OMhraoXRH5NHQcEHlO6O5-o2HINUp7&ll=33.84354304122361%2C-117.94881747299803&z=13

