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Important New Meeting and Show 

Information 
General Meeting will now be held on: 

The Fourth (4th) Wednesday of the Month 

 

The new location is 

 Downtown Anaheim Community Center 

250- E. Center St. 

Anaheim, CA 92805 

  
Board of Directors meetings will be held at the same  

Location as the general meeting on the same day of 

the month, Wednesday March  27, 2019.  

 

Our annual Opal Gem & Jewelry Show, on Nov. 

2nd & 3rd, will be at: 

 The Business Expo Center 

 1960 Anaheim Way 

Anaheim, CA 92805 

 

See http://www.businessexpocent 

 

DATE Day of Week Meeting Location Meeting Topic / Speaker 

02/27/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center Stan McCall on Wax Molding 

03/27/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center General Discussion 

04/24/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center To Be Announced 

05/22/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center To Be Announced 

06/26/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center Live Opal Action 

0724/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center To Be Announced 

08/28/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center Opal cutting Seminar 

09/25/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center Show Work 

10/23/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center To Be Announced  

11/02/19 Saturday Business Expo Center 52nd Annual Opal & Gem Show 

11/03/19 Sunday Business Expo Center 52nd Annual Opal & Gem Show 

11/27/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center Opal & Gem show Recap/Possible Speaker 

12/xx/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center AOS Christmas Party Potluck 

GENERAL DISCUSSION  

NO INVITED SPEAKER 

THIS MONTH 

MARCH 2019     

Volume 52 Issue 3 

3 

http://www.businessexpocent/
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Presidents Message 

There have been many happenings in the last several months, 

some sad some good. But we are a group of individuals with a 

passion for the Queen of Gems and like the monarchy, we will 

endure. 

As for the sad, we lost a beloved member Jim Pisani in October. 

Jim was an integral part of the society. Jim was the editor of the 

Opal Express for the last ten years. Jim also was the webmaster 

for the AOS website. Jim was a great asset to the AOS and he 

will be dearly and greatly missed. 

As for the good, AOS member John Robinson has volunteered to 

become the new editor of the Opal Express. I am confident that 

John will get out newsletter on a regular basis. Please, any 

members that may have written articles on opals or lapidary 

related subjects, please submit them so John can use the content. 

By the way, I took over as president in December, my goals for 

the society are to increase membership, develop the newsletter 

with members and professionals in the opal business submitting 

articles and no internet derived content. I will also be submitting 

articles myself not only on opal cutting, but on other lapidary 

techniques that I have developed as a professional lapidary 

craftsman. 

Stan McCall 

AOS President    

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 

http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative 

 

CARVIN MARVIN (1986 opal express reprint) 

 

Our American Opal Society is riding the crest of a 

surge of interest in carving with opal being one of 

the most interesting materials to carve and doesn’t 

require quite as much time as other stones. A 

renowned carver is our own "Carvin' Marvin" 

Wilson. One of Marvin's recent achievements is 

reported in great detail in a long article in the May 

1976 Lapidary Journal. The Journal article, written 

by one of its contributing editors, states that the 9-

pound ruby crystal used for the carving may be the 

world's largest. This was a collaborative effort of 

Marvin Wilson and Lincoln Borglum of Montana's 

great granite face carving fame. Marvin modestly 

acknowledged he was still learning to carve, and 

added that the statement applied particularly to 

carving opal.To demonstrate how he had come to 

appreciate the carving qualities of our favorite 

gemstone, Marvin displayed a very large opal 

cabochon that would have been an unacceptable 

piece in the usual cab form. But removal of the 

potchy places, and a minimum of the good opal, a 

beautifully stylized face remained on the surface of 

the cab. It is now a beautiful carving of some 

value. It was thus as Marvin illustrated that often 

the alternating areas of fire and potch in the opal 

will suggest a carving design, a face, a flower or 

some leaves or unlimited other combinations. 

Standard calibrated stones (cabs) require cutting 

away and losing 40 to 60% and more of the volume 

of the rough opal. But a good carving can often 

utilize 90% of the rough. The carving can also be 

arranged to show the best fire to best advantage. It's 

not unreasonable to even use scrap and throwaway 

pieces from the cabbing process as source of 

material. 

 

A word of caution was given at some times during 

the carving process it is necessary to work dry in 

order to see the detail. Marvin says that some opal 

being marketed today is so poor it becomes an 

explosion looking for a place to happen! And during 

that dry work which generates heat in the stone, 

requires close observation of detail, better have some 

safety shielding for the eyes. Polishing can be more 

hazardous than cutting, as more localized heat is 

generated, Marvin tried testing with the tongue, but 

soon discovered that a wet tongue touched to a hot 

opal can produce disastrous results. As to the tools 

for carving, Marvin says there are many ways to 

carve as there are carvers. He found the various 

muzzy wheels and separating discs dusty and short-

lived. He found the various diamond tools satisfied 

his needs, and faster than anything else. Sometimes 

too fast. But he cautioned that shallow carvings are 

really not good~ relief is much preferred. Marvin 

uses the hand-held flex shaft tools, although he 

acknowledges that there are experts who hold the 

work against a tool on a fixed arbor machine. 

Marvin noted another advantage of the opal over 

other stone, the opal can produce any and all the 

colors of the rainbow, regardless of its form or 

shape. No precision cutting or faceting is needed to 

bring out its beauty! This characteristic has enabled 

opal to contribute as much as any other factor, to the 

popularity of the lost wax casting process from the 

day when .it was considered a disreputable practice. 

http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative
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OPAL CARVING  
(Article from 1986 Newsletter Material)  

Marvin L. Wilson on OPAL CARVING 
 

 

 
 

 

 

April 1996 Opal Express..Harriette Breitman 
March Speaker Discusses Carving Opal 
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WHAT IS FIRE OPAL? 

What makes opal flash its beautiful colors? The brilliance and varying colors can be shown in one stone 

across the whole visible spectrum of colors. The alignment of the crystals of silica (Si02nH20) and the 

water content have a bearing on extraneous colors added by other impurities in the stone, or, as a 

backing band, can add to the richness, such as found with a crystal setting on top of black potch, or 

common opal. 

Under the electron microscope at 30,000 magnification, the silica spheres are arranged in regular, same-

sized molecules on top of each other. Their many varying patterns, with the refractive index breakup of 

the visible light to colors in crystals of silica, create the solid to pin fire, or Harlequin patterns, in 

precious opal. Potch--short for potshard--or common opal, comes in irregular, many sized molecules, 

with all sorts of impurities, from opaqueness in crystal, to white, to varying oranges, to all shades of 

gray, to a solid black. 

The clear crystals of California and Nevada look somewhat like glass until exposed to a direct light, or 

the sun, and then give the refraction of prismatic colors known to true opal lovers. In the Bragg 

Diffraction Sketch from the New South Wales pamphlet on Opal, the color diffracts or bounces around 

inside the crystal lattice work and upon leaving the surface of the opal does so by refraction. In other 

words, as the light can and does go deeper, some to most of a color band can and does get lost in this 

labyrinth of voids. Refraction at the surface bending the rays faster than 90 degrees is in the red 

spectrum, at 90 degrees in the orange, at about 120 degrees in the yellow and almost 160 degrees in the 

blue. What does this mean? As the light is refracted at different angles the primary color can be pure or 

mixed to give all the shades in as many patterns as there are opals. Two opals cut from the same lateral 

pattern are different even though they are very close to the naked eye. Crystal can form in sheets to 

cones to cylinders to fragments of all forms. The finish grind is therefore the point where the refraction 

then makes or breaks the price or beauty of the stone. You can get broad flash, crystal inner to surface 

rollover, pinfire in potch, from sporadic to intense, and Harlequin in broad flash to full stone. These and 

all other colors give the stone its intensity as well as its individual beauty. Now you know where and 

how the color comes from. Opal--the true prismatic stone of the universe! 

By Dick Koch reprint previous Opal Express issue 
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2019 Calendar  
Gem & Mineral Shows  

More shows can be found at 
http://www.rockngem.com/show-dates-
display/?ShowState=ALL 
March 23 - 24: ANGELS CAMP, 

CA 

Calaveras Gem & Mineral Society 

Calaveras County Fairgrounds 

101 Frogtown Road 

Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4 

Contact: Robin Williams (209)-728-

8277 

Email: robinski@yahoo.com 

Website: 

www.calaverasgemandmineral.org 

 

 

April 13-14; Mariposa, CA 

Mariposa Gem and Mineral Club 

Mariposa County Fairgrounds 

5005 Fairgrounds Road 

Hours: Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4 

Contact: Meredith Meehan 

Email: mgmc@sti.net 

 

April 13-14; Paso Robles, CA 

Santa Lucia Rockhounds 

Paso Robles Event Center 

2198 Riverside Ave. 

Hours: 10-5 Daily 

Contact: Kim Noyes, 805-610-0603 

Email: kimnoyes@gmail.com 

Website: 

slrockhounds.org/show.html 

 

April 27-28, Santa Cruz, CA 

Santa Cruz Mineral & Gem Society 

Santa Cruz Civic Auditorium 

307 Church St. 

Hours: 10-5 Daily 

Contact: Sarah Hawklyn 

Email: shawklyn@yahoo.com 

Website: www.scrockngem.org 

 

Searchers Gem & Mineral Society 

Brookhurst Community Center 

2271 W. Crescent Ave 

Hours: Sat 10-5; Sun 10-4:30 

Contact: Margaret Hogarth 909-

815-3045 

Email: Hogarth.m@gmail.com 

Website: www.searchersrocks.org 

June 8-9, Glendora, CA 

 

Glendora Gems 

Goddard Middle School 

859 E. Sierra Madre Ave 

Hours: Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4 

Contact: Bonnie Bidwell, 626-963-

4638 

Email: ybidwell2@aol.com 

Website: NA 

 

June 29-30; Culver City 

Culver City Rock and Mineral Club 

Veterans Memorial Auditorium 

4117 Overland Ave 

Hours: Sat 10-6; Sun 10-5 

Contact: Janice Metz 310-850-4398 

Email: 

culvercityrocks35@gmail.com 

Website: 

www.culvercityrocks.org/fiesta.htm 

 

August 2-4: Nopomo, CA 

Orcutt Mineral Society 

Nipomo High School 

525 N. Thompson Ave. 

Hours: Fri –Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4 

Contact: Wayne Mills 805-481-3495 

Email: wwmills50@hotmail.com 

Website: www.omsinc.org 
 

September 21, Long Beach, CA 

Long Beach Mineral & Gem Society 

Expo Arts Center 

4321 Atlantic Ave 

Hours: 10-5 

Contact: Carol Kron and Karin 

Alvarez, 

562-577-9044 

Email: 

lbmineralgemsociety@gmail.com 

Website: 

www.facebook.com/LBMGS/ 

 

September 21-22; Stockton, CA 

Stockton Lapidary and Mineral 

Club 

Lodi Grape Festival Grounds 

413 E. Lockeford St. 

Contact: Mike Mathis, 510-301-

3612 

Email: mmatis@nwp.org 

Website: 

www.stocktonlapidary.org/show 

 

October 12-13, Trona, CA 

Searles Lake Gem & Mineral 

Society 

Trona Gem Building 

13337 Main St. 

Hours: Sat 7:30-5, Sun 7:30-3 

Contact: Jim & Bonnie Fairchild, 

760-372- 

5356 

Email: slgms@iwvisp.com 

Website: 

www1.iwvisp.com/tronagemclub/ 

 

November 2-3, Anaheim, CA 

American Opal Society 

52nd Annual Opal, Gem & Jewelry 

Show 

Business Expo Center 

1960 S.Anaheim Way 

Hours: Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4 

Contact: Veronica Purpura 

714-974-3982 

Email: aos.showchair@gmail.com 

Website:  info@opalsociety.org 
 

http://www.calaverasgemandmineral.org/
mailto:mgmc@sti.net
http://www.scrockngem.org/
http://www.culvercityrocks.org/fiesta.htm
http://www.omsinc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LBMGS/
http://www.stocktonlapidary.org/show
mailto:aos.showchair@gmail.com
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  The Opal Express     Volume #52 Issue #3 
     American Opal Society 

The Opal Express is published monthly by 

The American Opal Society Copyright 2019.  

All rights reserved. Non-Commercial Reprint 

Permission Granted Unless  

Otherwise Reserved. Please address all inquiries and 

exchange newsletters to: 

John Robinson      

P.O.Box 3829         

Seal Beach. CA 92740 

E-mail: jwelshr@gmail.com 

 

CURRENT PROBLEMS 
*Paypal temporarily closed 
*Web site not functional 
 

COMING CHANGES 
*Printed newsletter fee to $10.00 from $5.00 

$10

10 

mailto:jwelshr@gmail.com
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P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875       

---GENERAL MEETINGS---  
4th Wednesday of the Month 
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
 

Anaheim Downtown Community Center 
250 E. Center St. 
Anaheim, CA 92805 
 

         The Weingart Room 
 
MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Opql Cutting Advice, Guest Speakers 
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stan McCall  President   714-220-9282  email aos.president.01@gmail.com 
Russ Madsen  Treasurer  562-884-2254  email:rmadsen090807@gmail.com 
John Robinson  Editor   714-625-2107  email:aos.editor.01@gmail.com 
Veronica Purpura  Show Chairman  714-974-3982  email:aos.showchair@gmail.com 

March 2019 

TO: 

March 27th General Meeting: 
Speaker         Open 
Subject           General Discussion 

To: 

MARCH GENERAL MEETING NEXT 

WEDNESDAY 

GENERAL DISCUSSION 

 

 


