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MAY MEETING CUTTING BLACK OPALS

Video by Greg Pardey

DATE Day of Week Meeting Location Meeting Topic / Speaker
05/22/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center Cutting of Black Opals
06/26/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center Live Opal Action
07/24/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center To Be Announced
08/28/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center Opal cutting Seminar
09/25/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center Show Work
10/23/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center Opal & Gem Show Work Session
11/02/19 Saturday Business Expo Center 52nd Annual Opal & Gem Show
11/03/19 Sunday Business Expo Center 52nd Annual Opal & Gem Show
11/27/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center Opal & Gem show Recap/Possible Speaker
12/xx/19 Wednesday Anaheim Community Center AQS Christmas Party Potluck
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Greetings Opalholics,

We had a nice turn out for the April general
meeting. We watched a video, “Cutting Black
Opals” by Greg Pardey and everyone agreed it
was very informative. We didn’t get to finish the
video, so at the May meeting, we will rewind to
watch the cutting demonstration again and
finish up with watching how the opals are
polished. | will also explain some of the
terminology Mr. Pardey uses in the video.

The opal society will have a booth at the
Anaheim Art Crawl on Saturday, May 11" on
Center Street Promenade in downtown
Anaheim. Come out and support the club and
see all the other great things going on that night
at this event. Everything starts at 6:00 p.m.

We are always in need of volunteers for
promotional events the society supports. We
also need volunteers to help run our annual
show in November. If you're available and
would like to help, please let us know at the
next meeting on May 22". The meeting starts
at 7:00 p.m. and ends at 9:00 pm

Refreshments are provided.
Hope to see you there!

Stan McCall
AOS President
Custom Creative Gem Cultting

FROM THE EDITOR

I am still planning on developing a series of articles
on “Opals Round the World” as time permits and
assembling what | find in the future. Australia.as a
starting point and thanks to Rhys Fox Manager
/Internet & Advertising Coordinator Opals Down
Under at_ www.opalsdownunder.com.au for our
use of information in continuing effort. I will
continue to welcome input from members in other
geographical areas to provide input of mines and
sources of opal from their regional areas for input on
future articles
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Glen Hodson, Rainbow Ridge Opal Mines,

in Virgin Valley has offer to supply opal information
and I intend to follow-up on his offer to help. He
points out in a “Letter to the Editor” that there is
plenty of common opal in Nevada (NV) including
opals produced in every color; crystal to opaque, and
some with the most amazing play of color you will
ever see. He also points out that the vast majority of
these opals will be "collector specimens”, and kept
in water to preserve them. These opals have a high
water content and will almost always crack or craze
to one degree or another when they dry out. When
you do see a NV opal that is truly stable and cut,
(again, not the norm) you will begin to understand
how rare and beautiful they can be. There is also
wood and opal combinations, which are often more
stable and cuttable, including Conk opal. Tailings
digging can offer a chance to find an opal that was
missed in the initial mining process. Some of these
opals have dried, and while they may have broken
down to smaller pieces than they were originally,
can sometimes yeild that rare and desirable cut
stone. The appearance of opals will differ from
hillside to hillside, and certainly from mine to mine
in Virgin Valley.

I see in your article that you welcome input from
other locations and occurances of opal for use in
future writings on different areas. That is a great
attitude to have. There are a few people who can be
of help to you in Virgin Valley. | would be willing
to speak with you about the opal of Virgin Valley in
general, and from our mines in particular. | would
also urge you to reach out to Julie Wilson and her
son Jake Anderson at the Royal Peacock Mine for
insight on their materials. Also, Bonanza Opal Mine,
in particular Ray Wood, for more about their
materials. If you would like to see some of the opals
produced at our mine by fee diggers over the last
couple years, go to our instagram at ...............
.............. ” Rainbowridgeopalmines .

You will see that I like to show off some pure eye
candy, but also pieces that offer seldom seen
examples and learning opportunities as well.

Thank you Glen for your informative letter and |

plan to follow up with your offer to help at a later
date. Also, [ welcome “Input to the Editor” from

others opalholics in other opal rich regions of the
world.
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25 Almost Everything You Need To Know
About...

Taking Care Of Opals By Ron Fulmer

There seems to be much confusion about the proper way
to care for and clean opals. This is a simple guide that will
let you preserve your beautiful opals and keep them looking
their best.

To care for Opal correctly, two of the basic physical
properties of this unique and beautiful gemstone must be
understood.

Precious Opal contains around 6%-10% water (sometimes
higher). Opal has a hardness of 5.5 - 6.5 on the "Mohs"
scale of hardness. First and foremost you must determine
if your opal is a natural occurring solid, doublet or triplet.
The care instructions for each can differ significantly.

When purchasing Opal, buy quality stones only from
knowledgeable dealers or jewelers, preferably someone
who is a cutter. The reason for purchasing from a cutter is,
many jewelers don't understand Opal, and therefore cannot
offer you the right care advice for a particular Opal. If you
know precisely the type of Opal you have purchased, you
will know how to care for it.

What can | do if my stone loses its polish or becomes
scratched?

* This is the main reason for recommending you buy from
people who cut Opal. For example, if you get an Opal
from a cutter and after prolonged periods of wear and
tear your Opal may need repolishing (in most cases it
can be re-polished at a reasonable price). Or
alternatively, if you have damaged the opal and it
needs to be "reworked", then this is the person to do it
for you, or at least give you the best advice.

Can | put Opals in water?

* Yes! Solid Precious Opal should be placed in a dish of
clean room temperature water for at least 10 - 15
minutes, every 12 months or so.

From personal experience (gained from over 27 years
of cutting, collecting and handling opals) this allows the
gemstone to absorb moisture it may require therefore
preventing any crazing or cracking caused by drying
out. (Especially if the opal has been subjected to harsh
or dry conditions).

Basic Care Practices

* Always remove rings when "Washing Up". Even solid
Opals can be adversely affected if subjected to sudden
temperature changes. (Such as being placed in very
hot water).

The Opal Express
/3

The American Opal Society

« It the stone is an opal doublet or triplet, it is unwise to place
it in water (particularly hot water with detergent, as in
washing up) for any length of time as it may effect the
cement that is used to bond the stone segments
together (Doublet - 2, Triplet - 3).

» Don't wear OPAL when gardening. Sand or soil is abrasive
and will wear the polish off the stone over time. Also
there is the chance, if you are doing any sort of work
that could bring the stone in contact with hard surfaces,
a flick of the wrist in the wrong direction could chip it.

How do oily substances affect an opal?

* It is recommended you do not place Opal near oils or oily
substances, however oily hand and face creams will
usually not damage Opal. (Except that they may "build
up" around a ring and make it look unsightly.)

How do | store Opals for long periods of time?

» De-humidified atmospheres, (such as bank vaults and
safety deposit boxes) are to be treated with caution
when storing Opals for long periods, as they can
extract the water content from an Opal over time,
causing the Opal to crack or craze.

« If Opal must be stored in these conditions, it is strongly
advised to put them in a sealed plastic bag with a little
water to prevent drying out.

« Also it is advisable to check your Opal every 6 - 12 months
to ensure it has not "dried out". Otherwise, it is
generally safe to store them away, as long as the area
is not overheated.

Displaying Opal

« Don't store Opal for prolonged periods of time under hot
lights, as this could crack the stones if the heat builds
up and is magnified. (as in a showcase).

« If Opal is to be displayed under these conditions it is
strongly advised to place the Opal in or near a source
of moisture (i.e.; a bowl of clean water or wet sponge).

Cleaning Opal

e Opal can be cleaned in soft detergent (washing up
detergent) in lukewarm water using a cloth or soft
brush. After cleaning, Opal should be rinsed in clean
room temperature water.

* By following these few simple rules on basic Opal care,
your Opals will last forever as a source of enjoyment
and natural beauty.

Author - Ron Fulmer - Director of Processing and Sourcing
Gemstone Services Australia Pty Ltd, via The Tumble
Rumble 7/01, via Rocky Review Aug/Sept 2001
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April 27-28, Santa Cruz, CA

Santa Cruz Mineral & Gem Society
Santa Cruz Civic Auditorium

307 Church St.

Hours: 10-5 Daily

Contact: Sarah Hawklyn

Email: shawklyn@yahoo.com
Website: www.scrockngem.org

June 29-30; Culver City

Culver City Rock and Mineral Club
Veterans Memorial Auditorium
4117 Overland Ave

Hours: Sat 10-6; Sun 10-5

Contact: Janice Metz 310-850-4398
Email: culvercityrocks35@gmail.com
Website:
www.culvercityrocks.org/fiesta.htm
August 2-4: Nopomo, CA

Orcutt Mineral Society

Nipomo High School

525 N. Thompson Ave.

Hours: Fri —Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4
Contact: Wayne Mills 805-481-3495
Email: wwmills50@hotmail.com
Website: www.omsinc.org

September 21, Long Beach, CA

Long Beach Mineral & Gem Society
Expo Arts Center

4321 Atlantic Ave

Hours: 10-5

Contact: Carol Kron and Karin
Alvarez,

562-577-9044

Email: Ibmineralgemsociety@gmail.com
Website: www.facebook.com/LBMGS/

September 21-22; Stockton, CA
Stockton Lapidary and Mineral Club
Lodi Grape Festival Grounds

413 E. Lockeford St.

Contact: Mike Mathis, 510-301-3612

Email: mmatis@nwp.org
Website: www.stocktonlapidary.org/show

October 12-13, Trona, CA

Searles Lake Gem & Mineral Society
Trona Gem Building

13337 Main St.

Hours: Sat 7:30-5, Sun 7:30-3
Contact: Jim & Bonnie Fairchild, 760-372-
5356

Email: slgms@iwvisp.com

Website: wwwi.iwvisp.com/tronagemclub/

November 2-3, Anaheim, CA
American Opal Society

52" Annual Opal, Gem & Jewelry
Show

Business Expo Center

1960 S.Anaheim Way

Hours: Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4
Contact: Veronica Purpura
714-974-3982

Email: aos.showchair@gmail.com
Website: info@opalsociety.org

Culver City Rock and Mineral Club's 2019 Fiesta of Gems Show

Coming up next month in Culver City one of our major gem and mineral shows.

The Culver City Rock and Mineral Club will present its 58th Annual Fiesta of Gems Show on Saturday, June 29,
2019, from 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. and June 30, 2019, from 10:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. at the Veterans Memorial
Auditorium, 4117 Overland Ave., Culver City, CA 90230. This year the featured gemstone is Opal. Admission
and parking are free. For more information contact Janice Metz at culvercityrocks35@gmail.com.

The Fiesta of Gems Show is a free educational event for the community which provides fossils, gem and

mineral exhibits, demonstrations, and children’s programs. We also offer jewelry making workshops, gem and
mineral dealers, tools, and books sales.

As you know, our Fiesta of Gems Show offers over 35 gem and mineral dealers from California, New Mexico,
and Arizona who will sell minerals, gems, slabs, cabochons, beads, and jewelry findings. The Culver City Rock
and Mineral Club members will exhibit gem and mineral works of art, jewelry pieces, and private collections of
gems and minerals. There will be workshops throughout the weekend introducing various techniques of
jewelry making. Workshops this year consist of wire-wrapping, chainmail, silversmithing, enameling, and
crystal healing.

For more information on the 58th Fiesta of Gems Show or the Culver City Rock and Mineral Club, contact
Janice Metz atculvercityrocks35@gmail.com or visit our website

at http://www.culvercityrocks.org/fiesta.htm. And for our 8 scheduled workshops

visit http://www.culvercityrocks.org/workshops.htm. Also, check out our Facebook page, Yahoo Group, our
Twitter account, @culvercityrocks, and our Instagram account culvercityrocks for updates.

ABOUT THE CULVER CITY ROCK AND MINERAL CLUB

The purpose of the CULVER CITY ROCK & MINERAL CLUB is to bring together persons interested in the earth
sciences, to engage in research and study in this realm, and to assist members in the collection and
preservation of rocks and minerals and in the study of lapidary and related arts.
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES | FEES) Sl
DUES: RENEWING MEMEERS 535

SELECTONE | wew MEMBERS 345

INTERMATIONAL MEMEERSHIP FEE [All a0drasses oulslgs of USA) $10

PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE (Paper cogy postal malled nstead of DDF fle by a-mall) $10

ADDITIOMAL BADGES (Your First Baoge 15 free when joining) $15

TOTAL PAID DUES plus Intemational, Print or Badge Fees It Appilcanie:

Please make check or money order payable to “Amencan Opal Sociely”. Mail payment and application fo:

American Opal Scciety, PO BOX 4875, Garden Grove, CA 928424875

An opbonal, gquicker method of payment & via the Intermet Te pay, just wisit the membership page on our website at
and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or wia PayPal

hitp-logalsociety omg/acs_application_by_web him
account. The ransacton is compleiely secure and the AODS newver sees your credit card number. The ADS PayPal account
15 membershi sociehyo

HEME

SUSINESS NAME Y MAME BADGE ORDER FORM:

ADDRESS AFT # or 20 BOX PLEASE PRINT NAME AS
¥OU WISH IT TO APPEAR ON

oy ZTATE YOUR BADGE using wp i two
(21 Nres of text for your name,

200 of POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) nickname, of name of your opal
related Dusiness.

PRONE - Home PHOME - BUSINess FAK

| i i b i }

E-MAIL

WEEGITE

OCCURATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

MEMEEREHP ROSTER: The A0S publshes a mamibership drectory once per year In s Newsletiar, the Opal Express. Your name will be
nciuded. Pliease check what addfonal personal |nfoomation that you want listed for other members. If It ls different from e Information
above, please nobe that on the applcation.

OAddress O Fhone O E-mal O website

Plaase sign here: Date

The Opal Express is published monthly by
The American Opal Society Copyright 2019.
All rights reserved. Non-Commercial Reprint
Permission Granted Unless

We still have a delay in processing
membership as we make corrections

Otherwise Reserved. Please address all inquiries and . 4 .

exchange newsletters to: to eX|st|ng processing procedures
John Robinson . . .

P O.Box 3829 and new authorization issues.

Seal Beach. CA 92740
E-mail: iwelshr@amail.com
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P.O. Box 4875
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

---GENERAL MEETINGS---
4t Wednesday of the Month
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

Anaheim Downtown Community Center
250 E. Center St.
Anaheim, CA 92805

The Weingart Room

MEETING ACTIVITIES
Opgl Cutting Advice, Guest Speakers
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities

Mav 2019

To:

May 22 General Meeting:
Speaker Greg Pardey video
Subject Cutting Black Opal

We will be showing a video at our May meeting and
we are continuing an extensive effort to reinstate
our operating system and web site.

New General Meeting Location at:

Anaheim Downtown Community Center
250 E. Center Street
Anaheim, CA 92805

The Weingart Room

Stan M. McCall

(714) 220-9282

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs
Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones

Custom Creative Gem Cutting The American opal SOCiEty

Website: hitp://OpalSociety.org

Instagram:  htps:/fwww.instagram.com/opalsociety
Facebook: hitps:/iwww facebook com/AmericanOpalSociety
Pinterest:  hitpsJ//www.pinterest.com/opalsociety

6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 30630 YouTube:  hitpsJiwww.youtube. com/channellUCegTIH1IEyOTyBwdavRiyUAY

w_as=subscriber

Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available

Stan McCall President 714-220-9282 email:aos.president.01@gmail.com
Russ Madsen Treasurer 562-884-2254 email:rmadsen090807 @gmail.com
John Robinson Editor 714-625-2107 email:Jwelshr@gmail.com

Veronica Purpura Show Chairman 714-974-3982 email:angeldragonoflight@yahoo.co
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