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July Speaker – NO SPEAKER 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Important New Meeting and Show 

Information 
General Meeting will now be held on: 

The Fourth (4th) Wednesday of the Month 

 

The new location is 

 Downtown Anaheim Community Center 

250 E. Center St. 

Anaheim, CA 92805 

  
Board of Directors meeting will be held at  
Downtown Anaheim Community Center  
 Wednsday July 24, 2019 at 7:00PM.  
 
Our annual Opal Gem & Jewelry Show, on  

             Nov. 2nd & 3rd, will be at: 

 The Business Expo Center 

 1960 Anaheim Way 

Anaheim, CA 92805 

 

 See http://www.businessexpocent

 

JULY MEETING  

 

 

DATE  Day of 

Week 

Meeting Location Meeting Topic / Speaker 

07/24/19  Wednesday Anaheim Community Center Open Meeting 

08/28/19  Wednesday Anaheim Community Center Opal cutting Seminar 

09/25/19  Wednesday Anaheim Community Center Show Work 

10/23/19  Wednesday Anaheim Community Center Opal & Gem Show Work Session 

11/02/19  Saturday Business Expo Center 52nd Annual Opal & Gem Show 

11/03/19  Sunday Business Expo Center 52nd Annual Opal & Gem Show 

11/27/19  Wednesday Anaheim Community Center Opal & Gem show Recap/Possible 

Speaker 

12/xx/19  Wednesday Anaheim Community Center AOS Christmas Party Potluck 

!!!   THIS MONTH   !!! 
 

   OPEN MEETING 

JULY 2019 

  
4 Volume 52 Issue 7 

http://www.businessexpocen/
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
 

Greetings Opalholics, 

 

We had a really nice turn out for our annual Opal 

Auction on June 26th.  Bidding was lively on 

several pieces!   Auction proceeds totaled $99.40 

and seller show support yielded $234.80 for a 

combined total of $334.20, all of which will go to 

show support.  Thank you to all who attended the 

auction! 

The opal society will have a booth at the upcoming 

Orange County Fair on July 20th and 21st to promote 

our club.  Come out and see all the fun things the 

fair has to offer and stop by our booth and learn 

more about our favorite gemstone.  We will have 

displays of finished opal jewelry, books, opal 

cabochons and opal rough.  Besides specimens of 

opal fossils and rough from Australia, opals from 

Ethiopia, Mexico, Brazil, California and Nevada, 

there will be a variety of faceted gemstones as 

well.  We will have demonstrations of chain 

weaving, lapidary techniques including cutting and 

polishing.  Russ Madsen will demonstrate 

extracting opal from basalt on his ponking table. 

Your club needs your support!  We are always in 

need of volunteers for promotional events the 

society supports.  We also need volunteers to help 

run our annual show in November.  If you’re 

available and would like to help, please let us know 

at the next meeting on July 24th.  The meeting starts 

at 7:00 p.m. and ends at 9:00 p.m.   Refreshments 

are provided. 

Hope to see you there! 

Stan McCall 

AOS President 

Custom Creative Gem Cutting 

 

FROM THE EDITOR 

The focus this month newsletter is back to opals 

around the world. Various beauties from Australia. 

I have been back in Colorado and I wish I could say 

I was rock hounding but unfortunately I have just 

been cleaning up my property there, also along the 

way I blew up my transmission and ended up in Las 

Vegas. So I am recovering and trying to get this 

newsletter out.  

 

Opal Round the World continued 

$10,000 Ballpoint Pen 

 

 
This is a one of a kind pen! There were a total of 60 pens 
made by the artist Jerry Flor who passed away in 2015. Jerry 
was selling similar pens at the Red Rock Jewelers and at the 
Wink inside the Wynn in Las Vegas, Nevada. He priced this 
pen originally at $12,500. According to the Artists records, this 
pen is made with: Magic Walnut Wood, (10) .31ct White 
Australian Opal, .82ct Ceylon Sapphire, 1.71ct Columbian 
Emerald, 1.16ct Ceylon Sapphire, 2.56ct Plum Star Ruby, .25ct 
(total 5) Irradiated Red Diamonds, .21ct (total 5) Irradiated Blue 
Diamonds. Total Gemstone Weight 9.81ct. This pen does not 
have a box or certificate. This pen has been described to the 
best or our ability according to the Artists records.  
https://www.liveauctioneers.com/item/43428774_magic-walnut-
and-gemstone-handmade-pen  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Opalized Limb Cast from Indonesia 
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Limb Casts – Ethiopia 

 
Considered to be one of the finest Opal Limb Casts ever found 
in Ethiopia.  
Tsehey Mewcha, Wegeltena, Wollo Province, Ethiopia.  
3.5 cm x 5 cm face X 7 cm long.  
Limb casts are formed when Agate is deposited in the vacant 
cavities of tree branches once covered by hot volcanic ash. 
The wood itself burned away and left the vacant cavities. The 
original form of a tree limb is maintained. Some casts may 
show bark and/or wood textures, or become opalized.  
Geologically the region is composed of a horizontal sequence 
of volcanic basalt and pyroclastic tuff (remains of a collapsed 
ash cloud) layers. The whole Welo opal deposit is contained in 
just one of these tuff layers, filling cavities between volcanic 
debris, bringing us to a conclusion that the whole opalization 
process occurred between those two volcanic events as no 
other layer, above or below, shows any signs of opal presence.  
At about 10000 ft. above sea level local miners must descent a 
1000 ft. from the top of plateau into the canyon via narrow 
sharply descending footpaths inaccessible to vehicles or 
animals, forcing them to carry all necessary equipment 
themselves each day.  
From http://lgffoundation.com/opal-limb-casts/ 
 

Precious Opal from the Virgin Valley 
 
While the high desert of northern Humboldt County, in Nevada 
may at first appear empty, unpopulated, and even desolate, 
you might be surprised to learn that within the Virgin Valley 
mining district, there are thousands of claims, some of them 
patented, which mean that the Federal Government has 
passed the title to the claim owner, making it private land. 
Here, a BLM sign points the way towards a precious opal 
mining adventure for those rockhounds who want to fee dig at 
one of the several mines that allow public digging.  
The Virgin Valley mining district is contained within the 
Sheldon Antelope Refuge. It's the middle of June, but this 
female still sports a bit of winter scruff and she might still need 
it. With elevations on the refuge ranging from 4000 to 7000 
feet, cold temperatures are never far away 
 

Throughout the valley floor, low mounds of eroding clay yield 

small chips of petrified wood, yellow colored selenite, and in 
certain areas, precious opal! Scattered black cap rock from an 
ancient horizon that is now all but gone, gives little clue as to 
the fiery treasure that could be hiding at depth below. 

 
 

 
. 

 

 
About 20 million years ago, this area was forested, and received over 

50 inches of rain annually. This opalized limb of an ancient tree was 

buried in volcanic ash from eruptions that occurred 12 to 20 million 

years ago. as the limbs from trees disintegrated in the ground, they 

left hollow casts which were later filled with a silica solution, as 

hydrothermal water flows percolated through the ash layer. 

 

 
Not all opal is precious. While the rind, or outer skin of this 

awesome limb shows the mesmerizing play of color that is 

characteristic of precious opal, you can see that its core is composed 

of milky opal, also called common opal, which is glassy and 

beautiful, but does not have the play of color. 

 

http://lgffoundation.com/opal-limb-casts/
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There are varying kinds of "fire" or "play of color" in the Virgin Valley 

opals. Here a fiery little limb displays "direct fire" which is where you 

can see the color directly head on, whichever way you turn the opal 

in the sunlight. 

 

 
In this photo, a clear glassy opal (known as crystal) displays "contra 

luz" fire. Literally meaning "against the light", this type of fire 

emerges in the opal when you hold it up to the sun, and let the 

sunlight come through the opal from behind. 

 

 
Stringy fire - I'm not sure if this is an accepted gemological term, or if 

it is one of those rockhound names, but you can see that the fire in 

this lovely opal is definitely stringy in the main mass. Towards the 

edge, the fire goes more into "broadflash". 

 

 
Black Fire - this is the most rare of all the types of opals from the 

Virgin Valley. And, it's what the Virgin Valley is famous for. By some 

accounts, this area is really the only place in the world that produces 

true black fire opal. 

 

 
Opals from the Virgin Valley come out of a wet clay layer, and must 

be kept immersed in water or they will dry out and craze (show a 

million fractures) possibly greatly reducing their fire, or totally losing 

it (and with it, their value). While opinions on the successful 

stabilization (drying out without fracturing) of Virgin Valley opals will 

vary, one claim owner shared his opinion that the percentage of 

unstable opals from the area was in the high 90's. In other words, 

very few Virgin Valley opals can be used for jewelry making. They 

are specimen opals only. 
 

 
But if the fire can be taken away, it can also be given! Some opals 

that at first appear only milky, have the potential to "fire up" as they 

dry out. Here, a freshly dug milky opal still holds that mystery. Some 

opal hounds have a practice of keeping everything, just in case the 

white opal decides to fire up later on. Others toss their un-fiery opal, 

and the tailings diggers coming behind them are hoping to come 

across some of these discards that have gained fi 

Reprint from Opal Express Feb 2016 
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The Opal Express       Volume #52 Issue #7   

American Opal Society 

     P.O. Box 4875 

    Garden Grove, CA 92842-487 

 
   -GENERAL MEETING- 
4TH Wednesday of the Month 
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

 
Anaheim Downtown Community Center 
250 E. Center St. 
Anaheim, CA 92805 
         The Weingart Room 
 

      

 

  

TO: To: 

WORKING TOWARDS OUR GOAL 

 

 

JULY 2019 

Stan McCall   President  714-220-9282 email:aos.president.01@gmail.com 
 
Russ Madsen  Treasurer  562-884-2254 email:rmadsen090807@gmail.com 
 
John Robinson  Editor  714-625-2107 email:Jwelshr@gmail.com 
 
Veronica Purpura Show Chair714-974-3982 email:angeldragonoflight@yahoo.co 

 


