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President’s Message

Greetings Opalholics,

The July meeting was a good time to catch up with fellow
members and discuss new changes in the works for our club.
Our webpage is being reworked and updated, and will be
ready soon to go live. Board members have given the
webpage a preliminary review and it’s a big thumbs up!
Recently, | have created a Google Business page for our club.
It’s a great page to find all the latest information about our
show in November, our webpage and our facebook page.
Just Google American Opal Society and it will come right up.
I invite you to check it out and don’t forget to leave a review!
The Anaheim Art Crawl is just around the corner! Stop by
our booth on Saturday, August 10™ in front of the Good Food
restaurant on Center Street Promenade in Anaheim. Come
and see beautiful opals on display and jewelry made by club
members. Russ Madsen will be there with his famous
ponking table looking for opals in basalt rock. Stop by and
see if he finds a keeper. There will be lots of vendors for
shopping, music and great food. The fun starts at 6 p.m. -
hope to see you there!

Your club needs your support! We are always in need of
volunteers for promotional events the opal society supports.
We also need volunteers to help run our annual show in
November. If you’re available and would like to help, please
let us know at the next meeting on August 28th. The meeting
starts at 7 p.m. and ends at 9 p.m. Refreshments are
provided.

Hope you join us!

Stan McCall

AOS President

Custom Creative Gem Cutting
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The AOS Annual Opal, Gem and Jewelry Show is
coming soon!

Dealer tables are almost filled up, security is scheduled, and the food

truck (Piaggio’s) is arranged. We’re working on getting out the word

and promoting the show.

You can find the show on Eventbrite and even pre-purchase your

admission tickets there.

We need help from our members in giving a shout out about the show

to their friends, family, business, etc. We also need volunteers to help

work the show, so please speak up and offer up some time to help

work the show. Please contact Pete, Russ or Veronica for more info.
By Veronica Purpura, Show Chairwoman

L L L

Opal Show Fund Raiser

GOAL!!!

This is our fourth annual Opal 5,000.00 m
Show Support Fund Drive. The
goal this year is $5,000.00 for
show support. We have made 000.90
great progress toward our
goal. Please dig deep. Send a 3,000.00
BIG check or a PayPal contri-
bution right away! If you use TONON
PayPal include a memo that

1,000.00

your contribution is for the

Show Support Fund Drive.
Thanks in advance for your 500.00
generous help with this im-

portant cause. 100.00

As of this issue, show support
total is $1,734.00. BIG THANKS
TO OUR SHOW SUPPORTERS!
(you know who you are)
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FROM THE EDITOR

This is a short newsletter this month. We are working
out the formatting to accommodate the newsletters for
the future.

e

New Member Badges

Folks, our database is getting ready to go live soon and badges are in the
works for people who have joined.

New member badges are being ordered and will be shipped by the middle
of September. This is another step in the process of going "Live". Our
thanks for your patience new members - you know who you are and we
appreciate it!

T S L o oL I R S

Anaheim Beautiful

It has been a wonderful year for the Anaheim Beautiful
Organization, yet it is hard to believe how fast this year has
gone by! Everything we have accomplished would not be
possible without the continued support of our community and
we are beyond grateful. We are entering the 2019-2020
membership year. It is the perfect time to highlight some of
the accomplishments and changes that took place regarding
membership this past year. We are listening as we continue to
grow stronger as an organization.

» We started rotating our member gatherings between
afternoon luncheons an evenings to accommodate our
member’s schedules.

* Offered member discounts to each activity.

* Welcomed 19 new members to our Anaheim Beautiful
Family

* Had the highest membership renewal campaign in years

* Established a “Youth Membership” level. They volunteered
with adult members throughout the city while representing
our organization.

* Presented volunteer opportunities to members wanting to
become more “hands-on” and help make Anaheim Beautiful.
This is only the beginning. We have exciting presentations
planned to keep our members informed regarding what is
happening around our city and various ways you can get
involved to make a difference. We have an e-newsletter and
are active on Facebook,

Twitter and Instagram to keep our members and the general
public informed about all we are doing as an organization and
with our community partners.

We will continue our long-standing traditions and programs
which include our Thelma Jordan Scholarship, the Margie
Hilgenfeld Tree Memorial, quarterly Property and Wipeout
Graffiti awards, Community Pride, Adopt-A-Neighborhood
(in partnership with the Anaheim Rotary), the Holiday Lights
Contest and the Anaheim Flag Day Home decorating contest.
Last year we added the Miss Anaheim Beautiful Scholarship
Program. We are proud to be the new home of the “Art in
Public Places” awards program.
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As you can see, there have been many changes with more to
come in the New Year. We are able to do what we do thanks
to our valued members. We hope you will become a member
for the 2019-2020 year. Together we can continue to help our
organization grow stronger and our community more
beautiful every day!

Thank you for your support, Debbie Herman

Anaheim Beautiful Membership Chair.

AOS Newsletter Archives

AOS newsletter archives have been revised. The Table
Of Contents (TOC) is a master file that facilitates
access to specific newsletters by topic. It will still require
work to bring it current and the website is about 95%
(100%7?) ready to go fully live.

Trona Gem-O-Rama

On August 6 Searles Valley Minerals Inc. (SMV)
notified the Searles Lake Gem & Mineral Society that
the strong earthquakes on July 4 and 5 damaged their
facilities to such an extent that SVM will not be able to
host any Gem-O-Rama gem show activities on their
properties during this year’s gem show. The SVM
exclusion includes all access to Searles Lake to collect
saline minerals, including Searles Lake pink halite, and
all tours through their manufacturing facilities. Because
these activities form the backbone of the Gem-O-
Rama, we believe that we must cancel the 2019 Gem-
O-Rama in Trona, California. Public notice from
Searles Valley Minerals Inc. follows.

"The Searles Lake Gem and Mineral Society has sponsored a
show for minerals collectors and the general public each year
since its inaugural show in 1941. This show features
opportunities to collect rare and beautiful minerals, displays
and exhibits, field trips and entertainment for the entire
family. This is a tradition Searles Lake Gem and Mineral
Society intends to continue.

Searles Valley and the surrounding community of Trona
experienced two large earthquakes during the July

4" weekend. These earthquakes interrupted minerals
production at Searles Valley Minerals, Inc. and damaged
neighboring businesses and homes in the Trona community.

Restoration of minerals production is underway and repairs
are ongoing throughout the community. Because of the
demands of this recovery activity, Searles Valley Minerals,
Inc. is not allowing access to its property on Searles

Lake. We look forward to hosting this popular event next
year."
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Brad's Bench Tips

SETTING A RIVET

Riveting is usually done with a cross peen hammer, but
I've found it's a lot easier for me to hit the rivet wire when
using a small ball peen - and the smaller the better.
Shown here is one | typically use. It's about 3/8 inch
diameter on the back of a chasing hammer, but I've been
thinking that a 3/16 inch ball might be even better. Look
for a yard sale hammer you can modify to work.

SHEET WAX WITH ADHESIVE

While shopping in the Los Angeles jewelry district for
supplies for our class, | found a new product that may
interest some of you. Often before casting, | want to
increase the thickness of a model by adding a layer of
wax on the back side. For instance, models like a leaf or
a flower petal do not cast well unless you add a little extra
thickness. The problem is trying to apply a coating of wax
that's smooth and even.

The new product | found is an easily moldable sheet wax
with an adhesive coating. This lets me easily add
thickness to a very thin model. With a leaf, just press it
onto the wax, trim excess wax around the outer edges,
and then gently bend the sandwich to the contour you
would like. The wax is available in a number of different
thicknesses from about 26 ga to 14 ga.

If interested, my supplier is
Jewelry Tools & Supplies
412 W. 6th Street #1011
Los Angeles, CA 90014
213 624-8224
jtstech@sbcglobal.net

For more tips or to learn new jewelry skills see
Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith

Discover and Master New Jewelry Skills with Brad's
Books

http://amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith

From www.BradSmithJewelry.com
++++++

Moissanite: The Second Hardest Mineral in
Nature after Diamond

L
e Lt
L
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Gem & Mineral Shows
September 2019

6-8—ANDERSON, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and retail
show; Gem Faire Inc.; Shasta District Fair & Events Center,
1890 Briggs St.; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; Weekend
pass for teens, adults, seniors $5, free admission for children
through age 11; Exhibitors offering various minerals and
rocks, jewelry, crystals, gems, beads and crystals; contact
Yooy Nelson, (503) 252-8300; Email: info@gemfaire.com;
Website: http://www.gemfaire.com

7-8—ARROYO GRANDE, CALIFORNIA: Annual show;
San Luis Obispo Gem and Mineral Club; South County
Regional Center, 800 West Branch Street; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-
7; free admission; Dealers selling gems, minerals, fossils,
carvings, jewelry, beads, jade, crystals, meteorites, and
lapidary, also including demonstrations and displays; contact
Millie Chalk, President; Email: info@slogem.org; Website:
http://www.slogem.org

13-15—SAN RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA: Wholesale and
retail show; Gem Faire Inc.; Marin Center, 10 Avenue of the
Flags; Fri. 12-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; free admission;
Exhibitors offering various minerals and rocks, jewelry,
crystals, gems, beads and crystals; contact Yooy Nelson,
(503) 252-8300; Email: info@gemfaire.com; Website:
http://www.gemfaire.com

21-21—LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA: Annual show;
Long Beach Mineral & Gem Society; Expo Arts Center, 4321
Atlantic Ave; Sat. 10-5; free; this years show theme is Gems
By the Beach; contact Carol Kron, (562) 577-9044; Email:
Ibmineralgemsociety@gmail.com; Website:
https://www.facebook.com/LBMGS

21-22—CHICO, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Feather
River Lapidary & Mineral Society Inc.; Silver Dollar Fair
Grounds, 2357 Fair St.; Sat. 9:30-5, Sun. 9:30-4; Adults $4,
free admission for children 14 and under; Dealers offering
opals, rough rock, crystals, fossils, jewelry and minerals,
demonstrations; contact Lori Millard, 2660 Cherokee Rd.,
Cherokee, CA 95965, (530) 533-2968; Email:

lorimillard58 @yahoo.com; Website: featherriverrocks.org
21-22—MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA: Annual show;
Carmel Valley Gem and Mineral Society; Monterey County
Fairgrounds, 2004 Fairgrounds Rd.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5;
Adults $4, free admission for children with an adult; 15+
dealers offering jewelry, cut and uncut gemstones, crystals,
rough and polished rocks, mineral specimens, fossils, beads,
50+ displays, and demonstrations; contact Janis Rovetti, 1047
Roosevelt St, Monterey, CA 93940, 8313721311; Email:
janisl2@sbcglobal.net; Website: cvgms.rocks

28-29—L ODI, CALIFORNIA: Annual show; Stockton
Lapidary and Mineral Club; Lodi Grape Festival Grounds, 413
East Lockeford St.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-5; Adults $6, free
admission for children 12 and under; contact Mike Mathis,
Galt, CA 95632, (510) 301-3612; Email: mmathis@nwp.org;
Website: https://stocktonlapidary.org/show
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AQOS 2019 Calendar

Day of
Week

Meeting Topic /
Speaker

Opal & Gem Show
Work Session

Month Date Event Meeting Location

Sep 09/26/18 | Wednesday | AOS General Meeting | Anaheim Downtown Community Center

Oct 10/24/18 | Wednesday | AOS General Meeting | Anaheim Downtown Community Center To Be Announced
52st Annual Opal & 52nd Annual Opal &
Nov 11/02/18 Saturday Gem Show Business Expo Center Gem Show
52st Annual Opal & 52nd Annual Opal &
Nov 11/03/18 Sunday Gem Show Business Expo Center Gem Show
Opal & Gem Show
Nov | 11/27/18 | Wednesday | AOS General Meeting | Anaheim Downtown Community Center Recap / Possible
Speaker
AOS Christmas Party

Dec 12/16/18 Monday AOS General Meeting | Anaheim Downtown Community Center

Potluck

Custom Creative Gem Cutting

Stan M. McCall

Lapidary and Jewelry Artist
Custom Jewelry Designs & Repairs
Gemstone Cutting & Repolishing
Diamonds, Opals, Colored Stones
(714) 220-9282
6029 Orange Ave. Cypress, CA 90630
http://home.earthlink.net/~custom-creative/
custom-creative@earthlink.net
Tuesday-Saturday 10am-3pm. Appointments Also Available
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES) QI\AAICSUNT
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $40
SELECTONE | New MEMBERS $50
INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) $15
PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE_(Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $10
ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your First Badge is free when joining) $15

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable:

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:
American Opal Society; PO BOX 4875; Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875
An optional, quicker method of payment is via the Internet. To pay, just visit the membership page on our website at

http://opalsociety.org/aos_application by web.htm and complete the form. You may pay with a Credit Card or via PayPal
account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your credit card number. The AOS PayPal account
is membership@opalsociety.org.

NAME

BUSINESS NAME

ADDRESS

APT # or PO BOX

CITY

STATE

ZIP or POSTAL CODE

COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA)

NAME BADGE ORDER FORM:

PLEASE PRINT NAME AS
YOU WISH IT TO APPEAR ON
YOUR BADGE using up to two
(2) lines of text for your name,
nickname, or name of your opal
related business.

PHONE - Home PHONE - Business FAX

( ) ( ) ( )
E-MAIL

WEBSITE

OCCUPATION HOBBIES AND INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership directory once per year in its Newsletter, the Opal Express. Your name will be
included. Please check what additional personal information that you want listed for other members. If it is different from the information
above, please note that on the application.

OAddress O Phone

Please sign here:

O E-mail O website
Date

The Opal Express is published monthly by

The American Opal Society.

Copyright 2018. All rights reserved.

Non-Commercial Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise

Reserved.
Editor-John Robinson

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to:
The Opal Express C/O
John Robinson

P.O. Box 4875

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

Are Your Dues Due Now?
PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL or NEWSLETTER E-MAIL.

There should be a date that shows the current month/year of your
membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues are

overdue. A warning will be stated if you are overdue.

A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please note,
however, that as the system is now set up, if your renewal is not received

you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereatfter. It is
your responsibility to assure your dues are current.

Thank you,
The Editor

E-mail: aos.newsletter.01@gmail.com

The Opal Express

The American Opal Society
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The Opal Express
nerican Opal Society

P.O. Box 4875

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

— GENERAL MEETINGS —
4th Wednesday of the Month
7:00 pm - 9:30 PM

Anaheim Downtown Community Center

250 E. Center Street
Anaheim, CA 92805

The Weingart Room

MEETING ACTIVITIES
Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers,
Slide Shows, Videos, Other Activities

Volume #52 Issue #8
August 2019

TO:

September 25" - General Meeting

Opal Show Working Meeting

New General Meeting Location at:

Anaheim Downtown Community Center

250 E. Center Street
Anaheim, CA 92805

The Weingart Room

Some Topics In This Issue:

¢ New Member Badges

e America Beautiful

e AOS Newsletters Archives

e Trona Gem-O-Rama

e Brad's Bench Tips

Stan McCall President

Russ Madsen Treasurer

John Robinson Editor

Bart Gampe Webmaster
Veronica Purpura Show Chairman

American Opal Society

Website: http://OpalSociety.org

Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/opalsociety

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety

Pinterest: https://www.pinterest.com/opalsociety

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegTIH1IEyO7y8wdqvRfyUA?vie
w_as=subscriber

(714) 220-9282 email: aos.president.01@gmail.com
(562) 884-2254 email: aos.treasurer.0l@gmail.com
(714) 562-2107 email: aos.newsletter.01@gmail.com
(310) 736-5528 email bgampe@gmail.com

(714) 501-9959 email: aos.showchair@gmail.com
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