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- July General Meeting --

w Due to the on-going pandemic s’cay—at—home order,

we are not planning on a General Meeting for July.

However, the possi’oiﬁty of hav'mg a Zoom meeting
" has been ’orought up and 'gc’chat’s feas'do[e, we will

send out infownaﬁon Vegarding such a meeting.

O~NO OB WNNRERREPR

Pre5|.dent 2 Messggg n Stan McCall, AOS President
Greetings Opalholics! "

Happy 4t of July!

| hope everyone is looking forward to spending time

with family and friends this holiday, perhaps enjoying LIKE US ON

a BBQ and some fireworks, with proper social

distancing of course! I ace 00

As you all know by now, our annual opal show has been

cancelled for this year, but that doesn’t mean we aren’t

planning for next year's show! We hope by the time If you don’t already follow us on
November 2021 rolls around, the pandemic will be ’ faoi

behind us and we will all be able to get together for our facebo_Ok’ youre missing Ou_t on some
annual show, and hopefully resume our meetings. great videos about opal cutting and

In the meantime, stay safe, healthy and keep busy! polishing!

Stan McCall .

A0S Presient Check us out at:

Custom Creative Gem Cutting https://www.facebook.com/Americ
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anOpalSociety/

Member area access is available only to , .
members in good standing. Any other entry And don’t forget to like our page!
is unauthorized.

USER NAME: member
PASSWORD: BEntonite (case sensitive).
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The “Glorious Jubilee” Largest Black
Opal in the World by Mike Leverett

March 29, 2009

A few months ago | was fortunate enough to meet the
owner of the largest Black Opal that is in

existence today. At 755 carats, the “GLORIOUS
JUBILEE” is truly an amazing stone.

It's the largest super sized Lightning Ridge Black Opal |
have ever heard of or seen. This Black Opal was found
many years ago by a miner at the Lightning Ridge Opal
Field in Australia. The opal miner, a few years ago,
finally decided to sell it to the gentleman | met.

Someday this gem will be remembered like the Famous
“Hope Diamond” for its uniqueness and rarity. The Opal
Is one piece with thickness up to 14 mm, longest point
106, and widest point 84.5 mm.

The recommended wholesale value is US $4,000.00
per carat with a total current wholesale value of
$3,020,000.

This gemstone has almost every color of the rainbow,
changing shades from purple, to blue, to vivid blue
green, with lemon, orange and red. From every angle,
with even the slightest movement, the variety of color
and pattern changes.

It is truly an amazing gemstone recognized worldwide
for it's outstanding uniqueness and this is the only
natural gemstone that was ever found that from a
specific angle has a clearly visible picture of Mt. Fuiji,
with red hot lava flowing down the sides.

Well | guess if you have an October birthday, like my
mother or good friend Jenifer Jeffers, then it's gotta go
on the "must have” list right? Anyway, thought that
was truly an amazing thing to see and thought you all
may like to see and hear about it as well.

http://greenhousegardeners.blogspot.com/2009/03
/glorious-jubilee-largest-black-opal-in.html
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500-Carat Diamond Found at
South African Mine
Chicken-egg-sized stone may be among world's top 20
high-quality gems
Associated Press, September 29, 2009 - JOHANNESBURG

Petra Diamonds Chief Executive Johan
Dippenaar holds a white diamond weighing
507.55 carats, which was excavated at the
historic Cullinan mine in South Africa on Sept.
24, 2009.

Petra Diamonds Ltd. says a diamond the size of a
chicken egg has been found at South Africa's
Cullinan mine.

The diamond may be among the world's top 20
high-quality gems. It was discovered Thursday at
the mine northeast of Pretoria, South Africa.

Johan Dippenaar, the company's chief executive,
said in a statement Tuesday that the 507.55-carat
gem was of "exceptional color and clarity."

No value has been given yet for the diamond, which
weighs just over 100 grams.

The mine also produced the largest diamond ever
found, the Cullinan, at 3,106 carats in the rough.
That finished stone is set in Britain's Imperial
Scepter as part of the Crown Jewels

http://www.nbcnews.com/id/33073155/ns/world_news-
africa/t/-carat-diamond-found-s-african-
mine/#.XvgvghR7kps

Reprinted for educational purposes under the "fair use" provision of
the U.S. Copyright Act.
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-Bench Tips -

1 This page will be dedicated to bench tips and techniques from our readers. If you have bench tips you'd
1 like to share, let us know! Bench tips can be anything - metal work, lapidary, wirework - anything creative
! that you would like to share. Send your tips to: aos.editor.02@gmail.com

SHEET & WIRE STORAGE
by Brad Smith

The more you work with jewelry, the more
problems you have finding the piece of metal
you need. My pieces of sheet were generally
stored in various plastic bags, and the wire
was in separate coils. Few were marked, so
it often took me a while to locate that piece of
26 gauge fine sheet | bought last year,
especially since | usually take my supplies
back and forth to classes.

Atip from a friend helped me organize
everything. | bought an expanding file folder
from the office supplies store (the kind that
has 13 slots and a folding cover) and marked
the tabs for each gauge of metal | use. Then |
marked all my pieces of sheet with their
gauge, put them in plastic bags, marked the
gauge on the bag, and popped them into the
folder. | usually store coils of wire loose in the
folder, but they can also be bagged if you
prefer. | use one tab for bezel wire and one for
the odd, miscellaneous items.

The resulting folder is really convenient when
| want to take my metal out to a class or
workshop, and it's colorful enough for me to
easily find in the clutter of the shop!
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LITTLE BALLS
by Brad Smith

| often use little balls of silver and gold as
accent pieces on my designs. They can be
made as needed from pieces of scrap. Cut
the scrap into little pieces, put them on a
solder pad and melt them with a torch.
Then throw the balls into a small cup of
pickle.

If you need to make all the balls the same
size, you need the same amount of metal to
melt each time. The best way to do that is to
clip equal lengths of wire.

But there's an easier way to get a good
supply of balls. Some casting grain comes
in near perfect ball form. Just grab your
tweezers and pick out the ones you need.
When you need larger quantities of balls,
pour the casting grain out onto a baking pan,
tilt the pan a bit, and let all the round pieces
roll to the bottom. Bag the good ones, and
pour the rest back into your bag for casting.
Balls can be sorted into different sizes using
multiple screens.

Work Smarter & Be More Productive with Brad's "How To"

Jewelry Books on Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
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How to Care For Opal Jewelry
Advice from a Jeweler, Opal Miner,

Opal Cutter and Polisher
by Gary Hocking

Today one of my customers who had bought a
$1,000 opal ring from me told me that her friends
had told her to keep her opal ring in a solution of
clear mineral oil.

Hmmm! Please don’t do that. | have also heard lots
of other advice such as keep your opals in water,
vinegar, and other solutions. Rub soluble oil on
them is another terrible thing that | have heard given
as advice.

Some twelve years ago | spent about three months
with George Roberts who still cuts and facets
gemstones for a living like he has been doing for a
very long time. George is a miner and gemologist so
he knows what he is talking about when it comes to
opals.

When George put an opal in a small ultrasonic
machine | was horrified. All that | had heard was that
this would surely destroy the opal. George told me
that he had never broken one this way.

As a rule | don’t tempt fate by doing that anymore
but | did some experiments on opals because |
wanted to see first hand what would happen when |
did.

| got every conceivable solution that | thought
people might put opals in and I put them in jars. |
put a couple of opals in citric acid, a few more in
vinegar, some more in oils, in pickling solutions,
numerous solvents such as acetone, then petrol,
methylated spirits and the list goes on. | left them
there for weeks, months and years and some are
still in their solutions.

The result? Nothing happened to the opals! Or, at
least on a level that | could perceive.

As an opal miner | can tell you that when you are
lucky enough to find opal it is in dry opal dirt, not
soggy wet stuff. The mines are generally dry and
the temperature is pleasant. The opals have been
there like that for millions and millions of years so
why should anyone think that they need to be put
in oil or some other solution?
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As an opal cutter | can tell you what | have
been taught to do. In order to cut an opal you
need to put it on a stick so that you can hold it
to the grinding wheel. We heat the opal up a
little and apply hot wax and push the stick and
the opal together. After cutting we put the opal
in the freezer for a couple of hours so that the
wax and the opal contract differently and come
apart. In my opinion that is pretty harsh
treatment but the opal survives all of this and
survives in those horrible solutions that |
experimented with.

Here is what my research eventually led me to
believe is the best way to care for opal jewelry.

1. Keep it apart from your other jewelry so that
it does not get scratched. Abrasion of metal
against an opal stone will surely scratch and
damage it.

2. Occasionally clean it with a soft brush,
perhaps the softest toothbrush in a solution of
luke warm water and very mild detergent. Then
rinse and lightly dry with an absorbent cloth but
don’t rub it dry.

3. If your opals are doublets or inlays then they
are held in place with glue so wash them only
when necessary.

4. Don'’t bother putting any solutions on your
opals as what ever you use will be absorbed
into the stone and may do more harm that
good.

But they are reasonably hardy and they can be
repaired and re-polished so enjoy them. People
say they like being worn. | think that’s true as
they are exposed to temperatures and
conditions that your body is used to and this
suits opals as well.

Gary Hocking is an Australian manufacturing jeweler
who has his own website:
http://www.opaljewelryexpress.com He will make you
a beautiful piece of custom opal jewelry. You may
copy and distribute this article as long as you keep
the bio and a live link to his website.

% k %k %k k 3k %k k 3k %k k 3k %k k 3k %k k k %k %k 3k %k %k k %

July 2020 Page 4


http://www.opaljewelryexpress.com/

Inherent Hazards in Setting Opal

by Dr. Walt Johnson
Opal Express, April 2004

The properties of opal are very similar to those of
glass. Opal has no crystal structure and will break
concoidally. The hardness of opal is close to that
of both glass and obsidian and can be scratched
just about as readily. Australian opal is usually
about a 5.0 hardness on the Mohs scale although
some Brazilian and other examples have been
found to be as high as 7.0. There are certain
considerations when working with opal for jewelry,
which arise from these properties.

It is a must to avoid setting an opal with pressure
applied by the setting at any spot or point on the
gemstone. If an opal is cut too thin, it has what is
known as a “killer edge” which is likely to chip or
flake in the same way as obsidian being chipped
into an arrowhead. It will not take pressure and such
an edge requires either very special care or should
be passed by in favor of stones cut with an even
bezel line and a smooth round bevel along the
bottom. Because the base of a setting should be
shaped to match the cut of the opal, it is almost
never possible to use ready made or commercial
castings, at least not without modification to them. If
the base is uneven or doesn’t match the stone, it
will apply pressure when the stone is set. Opal will
“tear” along any scratch if pressure is applied from
beneath. Thusiitis as critical to avoid uneven
mountain surfaces under an opal, as it is to avoid
applying points of pressure with prongs or through
the use of prong setting pliers.

Remove Area Remove Areas

~C__ "4

Fig. & Fig- 6

Figure 5: lllustration of prong worked to the curve of the
stone being set.

Figure 6: Material removed from bezel creates thin taper
which will facilitate pressing it evenly against surface of
the opal. (In both instances pressure points are avoided
with a smooth even contact of metal to stone)
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Another major source of pressure that must be
avoided in setting opal is prongs. Using a bezel to
fully surround a stone is much preferred. This will
support and protect all of the edge and apply
gentle evenly distributed pressure all around a
stone. In the case where prongs are chosen in
spite of the above, each must be individually
worked to the shape of the stone. Also, a bezel
should be shaped and thinned down so that its
upper portion rounds smoothly and molds evenly
over the surface of the stone.

Doublets and triplets should be set in a beveled
mounting cut to the same angle as the finished
stone. This will cover the glue seam where the cap
is attached. It will also prevent impact that might
dislodge the cap from the base. The edge of
doublets and triplets present extra problems in
creating settings.

m
1

\_ /,

¥

Fig. 7

Figure 7: Doublet and triplet settings
must protect glue seams and form
support use both a bezel and prongs!

As figure 7 shows, a heavy base and large raised
area protect the opal, the glue area, and the edge.
It is best to have the base closed. If open, be sure
to have a fairly wide supporting surface of at least
3-4 mm. Be mindful that honest dealing requires a
seller make a clear disclosure if a stone set with a
closed back is a doublet or triplet.

In setting a stone with a completely flat base, it must
be bezel set and the bezel should be worked to the
exact shape of the stone before it is brought down
to the opal’s surface. Yowah opal has natural lines
of weakness and must be set with a solid back for
support. Use #330 epoxy glue behind an opal to
provide cushion and protection. Barogque opals
should be set so that any unusually shaped edge
areas are not exposed to impacts.

It is easiest to avoid setting problems by either
buying stones that are correctly cut and have no
cracks or flaws or cutting stones that have no flaws
or cracks and are properly shaped.
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New Play-Of-Cclor Opa| from Fourier-transform Raman spectra were obtained for

several samples using a Bruker RFS 100 spectrometer.

WE'O, Ethlopla All spectra were consistent with opal-CT, with Raman
. ) bands at about 1070, 780, 670, and 345 cm-1, and water-
A new source of high-quality play-of-color opal was related bands at about 3200 and 2950 cm-1.

discovered in early 2008 in Welo Province, Ethiopia, about
500 km north of Addis Ababa. This deposit is geographically
distinct from the Mezezo deposit in Shewa Province, which
was discovered in the early 1990s (see, e.g., Spring 1994
Gem News, pp. 52-53).

These contributors examined a parcel of about five rough
and 30 cut Welo opals supplied by Opalinda and Eyaopal,
the main distributors of this material. The cabochons
showed good play-of-color (figure 1); the vast majority were
white and transparent, but some had a bodycolor varying
from light yellow to dark “chocolate” brown. Compared to
Mezezo opals (e.g., J.-P. Gauthier et al., “L’opale
d’Ethiopie: Gemmologie ordinaire et caractéristiques
exceptionnelles,” Revue de Gemmologie a.f.g., No. 149,
2004, pp. 15-23), those from the new deposit generally
appear much whiter. We noted all spectral colors in the
play-of-color in our samples. Most of the cabochons were
similar in appearance to opals from Australia or Brazil.

Figure 2 - Welo Ethiopian Opal

Welo opal is found in volcanic rock, possibly a

However, many samples displayed a columnar structure of rhyolite. The rough samples we examined conSI_Sted
play-of-color opal within common opal (figure 2), as first of opal (either common or play-of-color) cementing
described in material from Mezezo (again, see Gauthier et fragments of the host rock. By contrast, opal from
al., 2004). This feature is only very rarely observed in opals Mezezo fills cavities in rhyolite, forming nodules.
from sources outside Ethiopia Despite these differences, the fact that columnar

structures are seen in opals from both deposits (but
very rarely from elsewhere) seems to indicate
similarities in the conditions of their formation.

Benjamin Rondeau (benjamin.rondeau@univ-nantes.fr)
CNRS, Team 6112

Laboratoire de Planétologie et Géodynamique
University of Nantes, France

Francesco Mazzero

Opalinda, Paris, France

Eyassu Bekele

Eyaopal, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Jean-Pierre Gauthier

Centre de Recherches Gemmologiques
Figure 1 - Welo Ethiopian Opals Nantes, France

Emmanuel Fritsch

The hydrostatic SG of the opals ranged from 1.80 to 2.10.
This broad range is in part due to the high porosity of
some samples, as revealed by a significant weight
increase after immersion in water (up to 8%).
Fluorescence varied from inert to moderate yellowish
white to both long- and short-wave ultraviolet (UV)

GEMS & GEMOLOGY, Vol. 45, No. 1, pp. 59-75
© 2009 Gemological Institute of America
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radiation. Samples that were inert displayed an Did You Know?

unexpected greenish phosphorescence of moderate . ) ) o
intensity. No luminescence was observed in the opals Opal was first discovered in Ethiopia in the
with a yellow-to-brown body color, even the light ones; early 1990s. Specimens from Mezezo i the

these darker body colors are probably due to the

presence of iron, which quenches luminescence. The historical Shewa province consist of nodules of

yellow-to-green luminescence is likely due to the a reddish brown volcanic rock with orange,
presence of uranium (E. Gaillou et al., “The geochemistry reddish brown, or “chocolate” brown precious
of gem opals as evidence of their origin,” Ore Geology Al inside

Reviews, Vol. 34, 2008, pp. 113-126). Ol ILRILE I
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lolite - A Gemstone Used in Ancient
Navigation
by Gary Hocking

A stupendous stone in my opinion! Its colours
range from yellowish grey all the way through to
the most magnificent deep blues and violet and
that is the colour which particularly mesmerizes
me. It is often confused with sapphires and
tanzanites. It is plentiful and relatively
inexpensive but do not write off its high
gemstone quality.

Itis found in Switzerland, Germany, Scandinavia,
the USA, Sri Lanka, India and Australia as well as
many African states. It is also called cordierite.

lolite comes from the Greek “ios” meaning violet. It
was also called diochroite another Greek word
which means “two coloured” stone.

On the Moh'’s scale used for measuring hardness
with diamond being the highest at 10 lolite comes
in at 7-7.5 which means it is about mid range for
your usual high quality gemstones. That is
significant as it will chip and scratch but will also
stand up to normal wear and tear. It seems that it
is one of the few stones that is not treated or
enhanced. For reference, something like ninety
percent of all rubies are heat treated and many
other stones such as topaz are irradiated.

The Vikings knew about as it was found in
Scandinavia. They knew a secret about iolite which
may have changed the course of history. They
used it as a navigation tool. By looking through the
crystal they could see the direction of the sun on
overcast days. This was a function of its
pleochroism which means that it changes colour
when you look at it from different angles. To
understand that better imagine that you can hold it
and look at a magnificent deep blue and just by
turning it around the colour stars to disappear until
you cannot see any colour at all! This is
pleochroism and iolite has pronounced
pleochroism.

Itis a cutters’ nightmare. Well, at least it is not an
easy stone to cut and get the most from even
though it can be cut into the standard facet cuts
such as emerald, marquise, trillion and can also be
made into beautiful cabochons.

The Opal Express
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As the carat size increases iolite generally gets
darker and less attractive. The smaller stones are
often the most attractive. The lighter blues and
greys are less expensive with the richer the blue
colour being the more expensive. Itis not a
birthstone and as a significant gemstone perhaps
iolite’s time has not come yet but it is getting more
and more popular every day so expect to see it
become very popular in coming years. | heartily
recommend it to you. A yellow gold ring with
diamonds and a central iolite is simply adorable.

Author; Gary Hocking is an Australian manufacturing
jeweller and he has his own website;
http://www.jewelleryexpress.com.au Please feel free to
copy and use this article as long as you keep the bio
and attached live link to his website.

http://ezinearticles.com/expert/Gary_Hocking/4111/?q=
lolite+%E2%80%93+A+Gemstone+Used+in+Ancient+
Navigation
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Did You Know?

The name Iolite comes from the Greek
words 108, meaning “violet” and lithos,
meaning “stone.”

Jolite Care Tips

lolite bead jewelry can be cleaned with mild
soap or dishwashing detergent and warm water.

For caked on dirt, a soft, used toothbrush can be
a good cleaning tool.

Gold or silver jewelry set with faceted or

cabochon cut iolite gems is easily maintained
with commercially available jewelry cleaning
solutions and a rouge jewelry polishing cloth.

Iolite should not be cleaned with steam or in an
ultrasonic machine.

http://mww.jewelry24seven.com/iolite_facts_and_care.htm
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Reader: If your organization has an opal or rockhound-related event, please email particulars to info@opalsociety.org.
Upcoming Event listings will be included at the discretion of The Opal Express editor as space and scheduling permit.

August 15 — 16; TEHACHAPI, CA
Tehachapi Valley Gem and Mineral
Society

500 East “F” Street, Tehachapi

Hours: 9 am — 5 pm

Contact: (661) 972-1117

Web site: http://www.tvgms

Annual gem, mineral and jewelry show.
We have a wide variety gems, minerals
and jewelry plus kids activities and much
more.

September 10 — 11; TRONA, CA

Searles Lake Gem and Mineral Society
13337 Main St., Trona

Gem-O-Rama Hours: Sat 7:30 am — 5 pm,
Sun 7:30 am — 3 pm

Contact: Jim & Bonnie Fairchild, (760)
372-5356

email: sigms@iwvisp.com

Web site:
http:www1.iwvisp.com/tronagemclub/

September 12-13; ARROYO GRANDE,
CA

San Luis Obispo Gem and Mineral Club
South County Regional Center

800 W. Branch St., Arroyo Grande

Hours: 10 am — 5 pm

Admission: $5, children 12 and under free
Email: show@slogem.org

‘Gems By The Sea’ — The show will feature
dealers selling a fantastic array of gems,
minerals, fossils, carvings, jewelry, beads,
jade, crystals, meteorites, lapidary and
metaphysical items. The dealers will include
local artisans and vendors. There will be
demonstrations of jewelry-making and
lapidary crafts.

September 26-27; LANCASTER, CA

September 26 - 27: LODI, CA
Stockton Lapidary & Mineral Club
Earth Treasures Gems Minerals &
Jewelry Show

Lodi Grape Festival Grounds

413 E. Lockeford St., Lodi, CA 95240
Hours: 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Contact:

Email:

Website: https://stocktonlapidary.org/

September 26-27; LONG BEACH

Long Beach Mineral & Gem Society

Long Beach Expo Arts Center

4321 Atlantic Ave., Long Beach 90807

Sat. 10 am — 5 pm, Sun 10 am — 4 pm
Gems by the Beach: Activities including
Gold panning, displays, children’s activities,
demonstrators, door prizes, food trucks,
free admission free parking. Dealers will be
selling a variety of gems, jewelry, rocks,
fossils, beads, books & lapidary supplies.
Contact: Carol Kron and Karin Alvarez,
(562) 577-9044

Website: http://www.facebook.com/LBMGS

October 10-11; GRASS VALLEY, CA
Nevada County Gem and Mineral Society
Nevada County Fairgrounds,

11228 McCourtney Road, Grass Valley,
CA 95945

Sat 10 am — 5 pm, Sun 10 am — 4 pm
2020 Earth’s Treasurers Show: Dinosaurs
Rule — Come see a life size T-Rex skull,
plus other fossil displays. 25+ vendors, gold
panning activity, lapidary demonstrations,
kids crystal dig, a Kids Korner with lots of
educational activities, as well as 30
exhibitors. Lazy Dog ice cream, Top Dog
hot dog cart, and our 16-1 Mine 1/4 ounce
of gold raffle.

Website: http://www.ncgms.org

October 17 - 18: SANTA ROSA, CA
Santa Rosa Mineral & Gem Society
Santa Rosa Veterans Memorial Building
1351 Maple Ave., Santa Rosa, CA 95404
Hours: Saturday 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM
Sunday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Contact:

Email:

Website: http://www.srmgs.org/

October 24 — 25: SACRAMENTO, CA
Scottish Rites Center

6151 H Street, Sacramento, CA 95819-
2604

84th Annual Sacramento Gem, Mineral
and Jewelry Show

Hours: Sat 10 am — 5 pm, Sun 10 am - 4
pm

Contact: (916) 662-5819,
gemshow@sacramentomineralsociety.org
Web site:
http://sacramentomineralsociety.org
Show web site: http://sacgemshow.com

November 7 — 8; RIDGECREST, CA
Indian Wells Gem and Mineral Society Inc.
Desert Empire Fairgrounds, 520 S.
Richmond Rd., Ridgecrest

Hours: Sat & Sun 9 am — 5 pm

Contact: (760) 375-7905,
jfrocks@dslextreme.com

Website:
http://www.indianwellsgemandmineral.com
Indian Wells Gem and Mineral Society 65th
Annual Show. Field trip Sunday November
8, 2020. Meet at Fairground at 9 am.

November 14 — 15: YUBA CITY, CA
Sutter Buttes Gem & Mineral Society
Yuba-Sutter Fairgrounds

442 Franklin Hall, Yuba City, CA 95991

Hours: Sat. 10 am — 5 pm, Sun. 10 am — 4 pm
Contact: (916) 677-6696, horita@comcast.net
Show web site: http://sutterbuttesgemmin.org
29th Annual Festival of Gems & Minerals:
Raffle, silent auction, kids table, door prizes,
exhibits and 14 dealers.

Palmdale Gem & Mineral Club

Antelope Valley Fairgrounds

2551 West Ave H, Lancaster

Hours: 10-5 Daily

Contact: Allison McClung; 661-839-7403
Email: ali_cares@aol.com

Website: palmdalegemandmineral.org
Website: www.fgms.org

dim»‘?. F aPo -

Be sure to visit your local gem and mineral

October 11: FALLBROOK, CA
Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Society

123 W Alvarado St

Hours: 9-4

Contact: Michelle Shearer; 760-805-2184

Email: info@fgms.org

shows. It’s a great way to learn about these
natural wonders and meet other people who

have a passion for this fascmatzng hobby.
" :@

July 2020

N’%" A

The Opal Express The American Opal Society Page 8
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES AMOUNT PAID
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $35.00
SELECT ONE NEW MEMBERS $45.00
INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) 515.00
PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE {Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $10.00
ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your first badge is free when joining) §15.00

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable: -

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:

American Opal Society: PO Box 4875, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

An optional quicker method of Fayment is via the internet. To pay via PayPal, please visit the membership page on our website at
http://opalsociety.org/aos application by web.htm to complete the form and make your PayPal payment. You may pay with a credit
card or via PayPal account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your cradit card number. The ADS PayPal ac-
count is membership@opalsociety.org.

NAME <-I_ NAME BADGE ORDER FORM:

BUSINESS NAME PLEASE PRINT NAME AS YOU WISH

ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX ITTO APPEAR ON YOUR BADGE
using up to two (2) lines of text for

Ty STATE your name, nickname, or name of

ZIP OR POSTAL CODE COUNTRY (IF OUTSIDE USA) your opal related business.

PHONE - Home | ) PHONE - Business [

E-MAIL

WEBSITE

OCCUPATION HOBBIES and INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership roster once per year in its newsletter, The Opal Express. Your name will be
included. Please check what additional personal information you listed for other members. If it is different from the information above,

please note that on the application.

n Address n Phone-landline n Phone-cell n E-mail n Website

Please sign here:

The Opal Express is published monthly by Are Your Dues Due Now?

The American Opal Society, Inc. PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL OR NEWSLETTER E-MAIL.
Copyright 2019. All rights reserved. Non-Commercial There will be a date that shows the current month/year of your
Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise Reserved. membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues

are overdue,

A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please
note, that as the system is set up, if your renewal is not received

-Editor
Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to:

Editor - Kathleen James you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter.
The Opal Express It is your responsibility to assure your dues are current.

PO Box 4875 Thank you.

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 The Editor [revised 11/27/13)

E-mail: aos.editor.02@gmail.com
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The Opal Express

American Opal Society
P.O. Box 4875
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

Volume 53, Issue 7

— GENERAL MEETINGS —
4th Wednesday of the Month TO:
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Anaheim Community Center
250 E. Center Street
Anaheim, CA 92805

4

VACTTTERY

No General Meeting
for July

General Meeting Location at:

Anaheim Downtown Community Center
250 E. Center Street
Anaheim, CA 92805

Due to the uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic and Governor
Newsom'’s stay-at-home mandate, we are cancelling Board Meetings
and General Meetings. If we find that using Zoom is a feasible
alternative for our meetings, we will let members know the details.

American Opal Society

Website: http://OpalSociety.org

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/opalsociety

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety

Pinterest: https://www.pinterest.com/opalsociety

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegTIH1IEyO7y8wdqvRfyUA?view_as=subscriber

Stan McCall President (714) 220-9282 email: aos.president.01l@gmail.com
Russ Madsen Treasurer (562) 884-2254 email: aos.treasurer.01@gmail.com
Kathleen James Editor (714) 828-1251 email: aos.editor.02@gmail.com

Bart Gampe Webmaster (310) 736-5528 email aos.webmaster.0l@gmail.com
Veronica Purpura Show Chairman (714) 501-9959 email: aos.showchair@gmail.com
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