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President’s Message
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Greetings Opalholics!

Happy New Year!

| hope everyone had a nice Christmas holiday and that
you didn’t get too water logged with all the rain! We
certainly do need it!

As | mentioned in the December issue, we’re hoping to
get a standing room reservation at the Anaheim
Community Center very soon for in-person meetings.
We’'ll keep you up-to-date on our progress.

In the meantime, | hope everyone has lots of creative
plans for the New Year. If you have a project or story
you'd like us to feature in a future newsletter, please let
our editor, Kathleen James, know. We would love to
start including reader-submitted articles in future
issues.

Stan McCall
AOS President
Custom Creative Gem Cultting
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Member area access is available only to
members in good standing. Any other entry
is unauthorized.

USER NAME: member
PASSWORD: RedflaSH79 (case sensitive).
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Fun Facts about New Year’s Day
Traditions

The song traditionally sung on New Year’s, “Auld
Lang Syne,” means “times gone by”.

Black eyed peas, ham, and cabbage are consider-
ed good luck if you eat them on New Year’s Eve
or Day because it is believed they will bring you
money.

In Italy, people wear red underwear on New
Year’s Day to bring good luck all year long. The
tradition dates back to medieval times.

Time Square New Year’s Eve Ball was first
dropped in 1907 after there was a fireworks ban.
The original ball weighed 700 pounds and
featured 100 25-watt bulbs. Much different to
the ball we know today!

The earliest known New Year celebrations were
in Mesopotamia and date back to 2000 B.C.

January is named after Janus, the god with two
faces, one looking forward and one looking
backward. He is the god of beginnings, transi-
tions, gates, doors, passages, and endings.

To ensure a year of good luck, firecrackers and
noisemakers became tradition in order to scare
away any remaining evil spirits and to ensure a
brand new start.

Source:
https://wifa-school-of-english.de/news/97-fun-
facts-about-new-year%E2%80%99s-eve
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An Opal Book to Remember
by Mary Aracic
as told to AOS editor, Kathleen James

The beautiful green gem opal on the front of
our hard cover opal book has an interesting
story that goes back to our numbered edition
“Rediscover Opals in Australia”. That sold out
in a year. A book that was ordered by lan
Harris, who had a jewellery shop in Bond Street,
London, but as Stephen and | were going to visit
my brother and family in Welwyn Garden City.
We decided to take the book with us and
deliver it to him in person.

But where is Bond Street in such a huge city as
London? So we asked my niece to take us there
on a lovely days outing, by fast train to London.
Not forgetting a trip to the Tower of London,
but first we had to find the jewellery shop in
Bond Street and it was at the end of the street,
with an office upstairs. The shop was busy with
a couple of ladies serving customers. But where
was the boss? So we asked one of the ladies,
who was amazed to see a couple of strangers
from the Land Down Under in Outback
Australia.

In a matter of minutes, a tall, elegant gentleman
stood before us with a question on his face —
what do these two strangers want? So when |
handed him the book he’d ordered, he was so
shocked that he couldn’t wait to pay us — nor
could | wait to buy a nice warm jacket in the
wonderful shops of London.

Meantime, Stephen was so amazed to see
beautiful green gem opal on display in lan’s
jewellery shop that he asked where it was from
— Australia of course was the excited answer. It
now sits proudly on the front of our hard cover
opal book, “Rediscover Opals in Australia”,
which is a revised and updated version of
“Discover Opals Before & Beyond 2000”.
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Sometime later, we had a phone call from
lan, who wanted to visit the Outback opal
fields with this wife Natalie.

So with instructions of how to get from the
airport by train to Central Station in Sydney,
and the early morning train from Central to
Dubbo, that has a buffet car catering to your
heart’s content as you travel across the
scenic Blue Mountains to Dubbo, where a
bus takes you to Lightning Ridge.

We met them with great excitement and
took them to a lovely motel and dinner.
After a good night’s rest, we showed them
around the opal fields of Lightning Ridge,
famous for its “Black Opal of Gem Quality”.
Then we took them on an experience of a
lifetime to the outer opal fields — Grawin,
Glengarry and Sheep Yard.

Continued on Page 3
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Continued from Page 2

Not by the map, a popular all sealed road, out
of town, turn left at the highway towards
Walgett, where you will see an unusual design
by a local artist, John Murray — “Stanley the
Emu”. About 5km further, there is a turnoff to
Cumborah and you follow the signs onward in

style.

;m.f?""" here are almogt
said artist fohn Murray,
pamwm ;d by bright splashes of
: is Lightning Ridge studio
right). A Nationol Art Schoo)
%, John fele compelled to
escape Sydney's urban art scene
lln‘ which he felt “fake*. Thar was
years ago, “Out here you'v,
tme to look at things, whﬂﬂ:t‘:x'
the city 1t's a blur.” he said. “I've
::cnomar;gugltnmnmlu slave
motiey. But I'm not alwayy
Off either, there's good and P"adm"
months.” Typical of the eccentricity
d_ the area is John and his gitlfriend
Viki Carroll's house. which they
built themselves. It's an eclectic
mix of old flagons cemented
1n the walls for windows, power-

is on show throughout the town
and nowhere more prominent than
on his flying-emu van (below).
Once his sale mode of transport,
 the vehicle now soars above one

of the town's watering holes and
E - draws much curious comment.

Artist John Murray, Stanley the Emu’s creator

But we wanted our visitors to experience the
real Outback, along a rough road, but well-
graded at that time.

They enjoyed lunch at the Hilton, “Glengarry
Style” and afternoon coffee at the “Club in the
Scrub” in Grawin.

On the way back to “The Ridge”, they enjoyed
a bit of “specking” for potch showing a flash of
colour, which they considered a lovely ending
to their Outback Adventure.

We are still in contact with that lovely couple.

The Opal Express
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“Club in the Scrub” Grawin miners town old
opal fields
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As AOS Editor, | would like to thank Mary
and Stephen Aracic once again for allowing
us to share their wonderful stories from
Lightning Ridge. | look forward to sharing
more opal stories from Stephen and Mary in
future newsletters!

The American Opal Society
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You’ll find more opal stories from Stephen
and Mary in these books.
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This is Australia Calling!

by Richard W, Holmes

| have been to Australia seven times in
the last twelve years and am planning
another trip to Lightning Ridge in 2010. |
find Australia and particularly the Outback
enchanting. What first comes to mind is the
music of John Williamson, one of if not the
best current Australian country western
singer. One of his most popular songs is
“This is Australia Calling.” | however own
just about all of his music and have attended
a packed live concert in Australia.

In September, 2007 | stayed out in the
bush for two months. Once you become
friends with the Australians they take you in
like family — | could have stayed for six
months and my Australian friends would not
have cared. During that time my Australian
“mate” and | mined opal about three times
a week leaving at noon for the mine and
ending our dig at 4:00 PM. Hey, we had
put in a full day of opal mining! On the
back of my fourth book — “Ben’s Revenge”™ |
have included the pictures of two pockets of
gem opal before my mate and | removed
the opal from the wall of the mine. Out of
the first pocket of opal | found, | was able to
cut three outstanding harlequin/flagstone
green gem opals (in my twenty-nine years of
opal cutting, this is the first harlequin | have
personally had the pleasure of cutting).

Ty b@"{g PR

Richard Holmes in the mine.
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Pillars in Mine

Attached are pictures of the opal in the
mine wall and the three finished opal stones.
However, foolish me, | got so excited about
the incredible petrified wood | was finding in
a gravel pit out in the bush (I carried more
that twenty pounds home in my luggage), |
send my opal discoveries home in the
Australia/US mail posted to a friend back in
Charlotte where my mail had been
forwarded and other packages coming up
from Australia. Well, the long and the short
of this story is that the local postman in the
US pinched one of my opal parcels that
contained even better opal than the finished
three opals mentioned above. | filed a fraud
claim with the US Post Office, had several
meetings with the head postal people in
Charlotte who did nothing (and by-the-way
the postal carrier where my mail was being
sent had the audacity to tell my friend that he
had a friend that loved opal). (I know where
that parcel went).

Opal Seam Found!
Continued on Page 5
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Continued from Page 4

That is why in my first book — “The Ratters
of Lightning Ridge” | tell the reader the
following:

Ratting can come in many forms. A miner rats
on a friend. A neighbor rats on his neighbor’s
claim by mining into it. People come in secret
by day or by night and gouge out opal ratting a
friend'’s claim. A miner rats on his partner.
Maybe a miner finds opal and never lets his
investment partner know, or just shorts him with
Jjunk opal and none of the good stuff. A miner
can be out of money and have to sell his good
opal to someone who says it is cracked and
worth nothing. There is no end of ways people
dream up ratting for valuable opal when it
comes into their possession.

In 1999 | got so excited about mining gem
opal, | found a partner in Santa Barbara,
California and we jointly formed a company to
mine opal in Lightning Ridge. Jointly we
invested $200,000 US. The fellow, next to our
claim, who had been mining for over twenty
years, told us it was “a glory hole.” He said that
the opal in that claim alone was worth over a
million dollars. Unfortunately, | had an eccentric
Canadian as a miner who ripped off me and my
partner in every way one could think of. Thus,
the reason for writing my first fictional book —
“The Ratters of Lightning Ridge.”

All | can say regarding my adventures in
Australia is that it has been worth every penny.
It’s not what | have lost, but what | gained in
adventure and the wonderful friends | have
found in Australia. That’s why | find John
Williamson’s music so enchanting. Williamson
truly captures the magic of Oz.
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Fun Fact

Opal is found around the world (Brazil, Mexico,
Honduras and the western US) however Australia
produces 95% of the world's precious opal and it is
Australia’s official national gemstone.

Source: Google
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My Views on Opals with
Inclusions or Cracks in Them

by Richard W. Holmes

I have been interested in opals for nearly
thirty years - cutting opal, purchasing
rough opal, making trips to Quartzsite
Arizona, and attending the annual Gem
Shows in Tucson Arizona. My search for
higher quality opal led me to Lightning
Ridge Australia, investing in an opal mine
and writing books and articles about opal.

If you spend a lot of time studying opal,
you will soon find that opal has color
and patterns that tell you where it came
from. Lambina, has a yellow/light green
look to it, boulder opal from Queensland
has a brown ironstone backing, Mintabie
has a gray background cast to it, Coober
Pedy tends to be white all the way
through. If you spend a lot of time
looking at black opal from the Lightning
Ridge area you will soon see differences
in that opal too which will tell you what
mine field it came from. Much of the
opal coming off the Carters fields has a
metallic look to it (not all).

In some cases at the Mehi field, Three
Mile Gully, and McDonald Six Mile, some
of the opal will show inclusions (a
change in direction of the opal) or
fissures which do not destroy the
firmness of the opal but are looked
down upon by those buying and selling
in the opal market (Figure 1 and Figure 2
are such opals). The kind of lines or
inclusions one sees in Figure 2 - is called
“cotton” by many people on the
Lightning Ridge opal fields. Personally I
do not fine these stones and their
internal inclusions offensive. In some
cases one can get some great color and
interesting patterns for a very cheap
price and there is nothing wrong with
the soundness of the opal.

Continued on Page 6
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Continued from Page 5

Figure 1 Figure 2 Figure 3

In purchasing opal, like anything else,
“let the buyer beware.” One disturbing
case where I have seen resin sealer
used and not disclosed was by a seller
of Ethiopian opal. Ilooked at his
rough and finished material and then
said to him: “You’re having to cook it
aren’t you?” (Cook meaning resin
filling the cracks). He got a big grin on
his face and said: “Yes, I have to cook it
twice, once before I cut it and again
after it has been cut.” What I found
disturbing was that he did not disclose
this fact to his customers as well as
offering finished pieces for the same or
similar prices as top quality Lightning
Ridge black opal. So, if you buy
Ethiopian chocolate opal make sure
This is a product used in the opal business  You examine it very carefully.

that not a lot of people want to talk abOUT = 4 & & % % % s % % % % % % % & k % % % % % % % *
it works. The experts can tell an opal has

What I find very perplexing is that some
opal I have had in my possession for over
six years has only recently began
developing hair line cracks. One can only
assume that it is the result of the opal
beginning to dry out (opal being a hydrous
material containing approximately 5%
water). (For any technical discussion on
opal, I defer to Len Cram and Stephen
Aracic and their writings - the Lightning
Ridge experts on the subject). This opal, I
speak of, has not diminished in color and
brilliance. If you have opal with this
problem, do not throw it away. There is a
product called Opticon resin #224 Fracture
Sealer which one can use to seal the cracks
and firm up the opal.

been treated with this sealer. Most serious @ w{ % 2
sellers in the market do not like to deal %‘W wour:
with treated opal. Here again, if you are Ethiopian opals were first discovered in the
honest with those you deal, I see no reason northern Shewa province in 1994. Then, in 2008
why it can’t be sold. Obviously the price and 2013, two more deposits were unveiled in
should reflect the fact that it has been Wegel Tena and Welo. Many people intuitively
treated. draw comparisons between Australian and
Ethiopian opal.
Source: Google

The Opal Express The American Opal Society January 2022 Page 6



-Bench Tips -

1 This page will be dedicated to bench tips and techniques from our readers. If you have bench tips you'd
1 like to share, let us know! Bench tips can be anything - metal work, lapidary, wirework - anything creative
! that you would like to share. Send your tips to: aos.editor.02@gmail.com

PUT A SPIN ON YOUR WORK

by Brad Smith

Often when we're soldering or annealing, |
we need to reach the piece from several 4
angles. An easy way to deal with this is ' S0 L
to mount the solder pad or the annealing oo st
pan on a turntable. And this saves a lot "

of time when you're soldering multiple
pieces. Arrange 6-8 of them around the A ’
outside of the pad and rotate each piece e

into position for soldering.

All you need to make one of these is an
inexpensive turn table assembly from a
good hardware store or online from  pr~{-——————— — ——

Amazon. Simply mount your annealing
pan on the turntable or make a holder for
your solder pad out of some thin
aluminum sheet.

Please note: Pattern is not to
scale.

In building this turntable for my 6 inch
square solder pad, | used a seven inch
square piece of aluminum and cut out
1/2 inch notches from each corner. Then
| used a vice to bend the sides along the
dotted lines to form a tray that cradles

the solder pad. A couple 1/4"long6-32  — |~~~ — — —— —
machine screws and nuts attach the tray
to the turntable.

Work Smarter & Be More Productive with Brad's "How To" Jewelry Books on
Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith

Making M

& oo™ = A.!t/;’
AV S
AN ¢
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Reader: If your organization has an opal or rockhound-related event, please email particulars to info@opalsociety.org.
Upcoming Event listings will be included at the discretion of The Opal Express editor as space and scheduling permit.

January 15-16, 2022 — Exeter, CA

Tule Gem & Mineral Society

Exeter Memorial Building, 324 N. Kaweah Ave., Exeter, CA
Contact: (559) 802-6029

February 12-13, 2022 — Antioch, CA
Antioch Lapidary Club

Jewelry, Gem & Rock Show

1201 West 10th St., Antioch, CA 94509
Hours: 10 AM -5 PM

Admission: $6

Contact: edysnyder@gmail.com

Website: http://www.antiochlapidaryclub.com

Eebruary 26-27, 2022 — Vallejo, CA

Vallejo Gem and Mineral Society

McCormack Hall, Solano County Fairgrounds, Vallejo, CA
900 Fairgrounds Dr., Vallejo, CA

Spring Bling 2022

Hours: 10 AM — 5 PM both days

Contact: (510) 377-4545

Website: http://vjgems.co/

March 5-6, 2022 — Ventura, CA

Ventura Gem and Mineral Society

Ventura County Fairgrounds, 10 W. Harbor Blvd., Ventura
Hours: Saturday 10 AM — 5 PM, Sunday 10 AM — 4 PM

Gems and Minerals, fossils, jewelry, healing stones, silent
auction, exhibits, dealers, kids activities, lapidary arts
demonstrations, raffle, flea market, plant sale. A successful and
valued South Coast show since 1963. We are happy to be back
again after COVID!

Website:_http://www.vgms.org

March 5-6, 2022 — Newark, CA

Gem and Mineral Society of Castro Valley

Newark Pavilion, 6530 Thornton Ave., Newark, CA 94560
Hours: Saturday 10 AM — 6 PM, Sunday 10 AM — 5 PM
Contact: info@mgscv.org

Website: http://mgscv.org

March 12-13, 2022 — Turlock, CA

Mother Lode Mineral Society

Stanislaus Fairgrounds, 900 N. Broadway in Turlock, CA 95380
Hours: 10 AM — 5 PM daily

55th Annual Rock, Mineral & Jewelry Show! EDUCATIONAL
FAMILY EVENT! Rocks, Minerals, Fossils, Jewelry, Beads,
Fluorescents, Children’s activities, and More! Learn to make
beautiful jewelry out of natural rocks and gemstones from our
demonstrators.

Children’s activities including making your own bracelet, Touch
and See Rock cycle, Mineral and fossil display, Treasure Hunt,
Geode cutting. Large Fossil Museum including Megalodon
courtesy of The Tethy’s Ocean Project. HUGE fluorescent walk-
through display room.

There are over 45 dealers selling rocks, minerals, fossils, jewelry,
beads, tools, & supplies. We have much much more. Visit our
website for more info and pictures!

Admission: $6 adult, children 12 and under free with paid adult.
Contact: Bud & Terry McMillin (209) 484-4416,
terry.mcmillin@yahoo.com

Website: http://www.turlockgemshow.com

The Opal Express
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March 12-13, 2022 — Arcadia, CA

Pasadena Lapidary Society

“Inspiration Unearthed”, 62nd Annual Tournament of Gems
Arcadia Masonic Center, 50 W. Duarte Rd., Arcadia

Hours: 10-5 Daily

Contact: Ellen Ferrell 1-727-512-0381

Email: ellenbf2007 @aol.com

Website: https://www.pasadenalapidary.org

March 19-20, 2022, Lemoore, CA

Lemoore Gem & Mineral Club

Lemoore Trinity Association Hall, 470 Champion St., Lemoore, CA
93245

Hours: Saturday, 10 AM — 6 PM; Sunday, 10 AM — 4 PM

Contact: (559) 362-8904, dmorrell321@gmail.com

Website: http://lemooregemandmineralclub.org

April 1-3, 2022, Vista CA

Vista Gem and Mineral Society

Vista Gem and Mineral Show

Antique Gas and Steam Engine Museum, 2040 N. Santa Fe Ave.,
Vista, CA 92083

Hours: April 1 & 2, 10 AM — 5 PM, April 3, 10 AM — 4 PM

Come on out for a fun-filled weekend at the Vista Gem and Mineral
Show April 1-3, 2022. Held outdoors at the Antique Gas and Steam
Engine Museum, you'll find everything from crystals and gems to
rough, slabs, and cabs — and even lapidary tools. Not only can you
find all the supplies you are looking for, but we are also known for
our raffle held on Sunday afternoon. All prizes are donated by our
vendors and VGMS. All proceeds go to support our non-profit
school and you do not need to be present to win.

Contact: info@vistarocks.org

Website: https://vistarocks.org

April 9-10, 2022 — Mariposa

Mariposa Gem and Mineral Club

Mountains of Minerals

Mariposa County Fairgrounds, 5005 Fairgrounds Road, Mariposa,
CA 95338

Hours: Saturday 10 AM — 5 PM, Sunday 10 AM — 4 PM

Contact: mgmc@sti.net

Website: http://mariposagemclub.org

April 30 — May 1, 2022 — Anaheim, CA
Searchers Gem & Mineral Society
Hours: 10 AM — 5PM

Website: https://searchersrocks.org

Be sure to visit your local gem b
!! and mineral shows. It’s a great .
oN

way to learn about these

natural wonders and meet other

N 4

‘ people who have a passion for
this fascinating hobby.

_1ee 8,3
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES AMOUNT PAID
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $35.00
SELECT ONE NEW MEMBERS $45.00
INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) 515.00
PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE {Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $10.00
ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your first badge is free when joining) §15.00

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable: -

An optional quicker method of

count is membership@opalsociety.org.

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:
American Opal Society: PO Box 4875, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

Fayment is via the internet. To pay via PayPal, please visit the membership page on our website at
http://opalsociety.org/aos application by web.htm to complete the form and make your PayPal payment. You may pay with a credit
card or via PayPal account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your cradit card number. The ADS PayPal ac-

(—I—

NAME BADGE ORDER FORM:

PLEASE PRINT NANME AS YOU WISH

ITTO APPEAR ON YOUR BADGE
using up to two (2) lines of text for

NAME
|
BUSINESS NAME
ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX
cITy STATE

your name, nickname, or name of

ZIP OR POSTAL CODE

COUNTRY (IF QUTSIDE USA)

your opal related business.

PHONE - Home | ) PHONE - Business [
E-MAIL
WEBSITE
OCCUPATION HOBBIES and INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership roster once per year in its newsletter, The Opal Express. Your name will be

included. Please check what additional personal information you listed for other members. If it is different from the information above,

please note that on the application.

[] Address [ phone-landline [ Phone-cell

Please sign here:

n E-mail

n Website

The Opal Express is published monthly by

The American Opal Society, Inc.

Copyright 2019. All rights reserved. Non-Commercial
Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise Reserved.
-Editor

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to:

Editor - Kathleen James
The Opal Express

Are Your Dues Due Now?

PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL OR NEWSLETTER E-MAIL.
There will be a date that shows the current month/year of your
membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues
are overdue,

A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please
note, that as the system is set up, if your renewal is not received
you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter.
It is your responsibility to assure your dues are current.

PO Box 4875 Thank you.
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 The Editor [revised 11/27/15)
E-mail: aos.editor.02@gmail.com
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The Opal Express
American Opal Society

P.O. Box 4875

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

Volume 55, Issue 1

— GENERAL MEETINGS —
4th Wednesday of the Month TO:
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Anaheim Community Center
250 E. Center Street
Anaheim, CA 92805

4

No General Meeting
for January

Happy New ear

General Meeting Location at:
Anaheim Downtown Community Center

250 E. Center Street
Anaheim, CA 92805

room for meetings.

Stayed tuned! We may be starting up meetings again at the Anaheim
Community Center. We are currently checking into getting our old

American Opal Society

Website: http://OpalSociety.org

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/opalsociety

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety

Pinterest: https://www.pinterest.com/opalsociety

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegTIH1IEyO7y8wdqvRfyUA?view_as=subscriber

Stan McCall President (714) 220-9282 email: aos.president.01l@gmail.com
Russ Madsen Treasurer (562) 884-2254 email: aos.treasurer.01@gmail.com
Kathleen James Editor (714) 828-1251 email: aos.editor02@gmail.com
Bart Gampe Webmaster (310) 736-5528 email aos.webmaster.0l@gmail.com
Veronica Purpura Show Chairman (714) 501-9959 email: aos.showchair@gmail.com
Jamie Cassidy-Curtis Secretary email: jamiec275@gmail.com
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