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Gemstones” by Shakespeare, are
President’s Message

Greetings Opalholics! : one of the rarest gemstones. So far :
At the last meeting there were only two people — me black gemstones have only been

and Pete Goetz. This got us to thinking that we need : : . ; ol

to put our thinking caps on and figure out a way to : discovered in AUStralla Sp ecifi

entice members to come to meetings and continue : caﬂy around the town of

coming to meetings. :
Nothing is final yet, but we spoke with the Searchers : nghtnlng Rldge ThlS makes blaCk

Gem & Mineral club and they have graciously agreed opals hlghly Sought after.
to let us share some of their space at the Anaheim :
Community Center so that we can start doing cutting : Source: Google

and polishing demos again. We will let you know when
the first demo is ready — so stayed tuned! We're
hoping to get some speakers again also. If you know
of someone who would like to make a presentation or
give a demo to the club, please let me know!

Stan McCall
AOS President
Custom Creative Gem Cultting

Let’s extend a hearty AOS welcome to our

!
* sk k sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok newest member!

Barry Kellner

Thank you Barry for joining the American
Opal Society!
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Celtic Adornments and Artifacts

by Mary Aracic
as told to AOS editor, Kathleen James

According to Metal, Stone & Glass, Winter
2003 Edition, Jewellery from ancient Celtic
times appeared to be linked to the status of
the owner or wearer. Which is no different
from present times, with the exception of
credit cards.

Take for instance South Sea black pearls and
Australian opals, whether or not the owner is
high up the status ladder, it is still possible to
own some maghnificent pieces.

Looking through Celtic books of ancient times,

it is interesting to see a “Torc” from the 1

century B.C. made up of 8 strands of electrum.

Torcs were a symbol of status and wealth and

not to be confused with bangles and bracelets.

Torcs do not form a closed circle. The two
ends often carried elaborate decoration. Not
being jointed meant they were adjustable to
fit a neck or an arm or a leg.
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Snettisham Great Torc
The British Museum

Gold or silver was favoured for Celtic Chiefs,
and for lower ranks they would be made of
bronze. When the Celtic people became
more in contact with those of other countries
and races, they showed their different
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ethnicity by using the Torc neck rings as a
symbol of that difference. Torc neck rings were
often worn around the necks of Celtic deities.

The Gundestrup Cauldron features a stag
antlered God with one Torc around his neck
and another in his hand. The image of this
God is believed to be that of Cernunnos, “The
Horned Sacred One”.

The cauldron was discovered in Denmark
where it had been ritually placed in a bog.
Both inside and out, divine beings and their
servants are portrayed on it. It is reported
that Celtic jewellery is most frequently found
in gravesites. It is not known if this was an
indication of earthly status or were the artifacts
and objects specifically made for the tomb.

There was a great variety of Celtic personal
adornments which leaves it to the imagination
of status, of power or wealth and appearance.

It seems brooches and Torcs were the most
distinctive types of jewellery the Celts
produced. Other objects include anklets,
bracelets and armlets, earrings and rings for
fingers.

A first century B.C. historian, Diodorus of
Sicily, noted the desire of the Celts for
garments with richly embroidered adornment.
Such garments are reported as being
complemented by grandiose jewellery.

Celtic women are believed to have worn much
jewellery. Bracelets and bangles, beads and
pendants of amber or glass, and the Torc neck
ring. It seems there was almost no use made
of precious stones. However, elaborate
ornamentation covered gold or bronze of the
objects worn.

Continued on Page 3
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Continued from Page 2

Gold, silver and bronze were used, also many
others included coral, amber, enamel, bone
and glass. Celtic ring-type jewellery appears to
have been the most significant: armlets, rings
and torcs.

In a time when buttons were unknown, it is
reported that clothes were normally fastened
with pins — certainly not safety pins as we
know them! Celtic safety pins made of gold or
bronze were large and elaborately decorated.

Most folks with an interest in the Celts, and
their way of life, will have heard of the Tara
Brooch. A circular object with a heavy pin
attached. It is said to have been found in a
wooden box on a beach at Bettystown in
county Meath, Ireland by some children. It is
now held in the National museum of Ireland
in Dublin.

[

The Tara Brooch on display at the National Museum,
Kildare Street, Dublin.

The Tara Brooch is of silver gilt and is 22.2cm
in length. It is decorated with gold wire studs
of red and blue enamel and bands of amber.
Various ornamental techniques were used by
its maker, such as filigree work, relief work and
chip carving. Chip carving evolved from
wood carving. V-shaped grooves are cut into
the object. Two small faces were carved in
amethyst. Other motifs included triskeles — 3-
armed whirligigs and animals. Triskeles may
refer to the sanctity of the number of three
also, possibly associated with the sun.
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Tara in County Meath, was for hundreds of
years the most sacred place in all of Ireland. It
was believed to have been the main residence
of the High Kings and dated back to 2000 B.C.
It was regarded as being the Celtic capitol of
Ireland. The site of Tara is believed to have
been sacred long before the Celts, perhaps
from Neolithic times.

The Celts identity, adornment and artifacts
along with mythology are so fascinating that
there are Celtic sports teams named in their
honour. So why not create modern Celtic
jewellery. Then perhaps we can get the real
Celtic sound . . . as in car, cat, catch, cricket
and Coober Pedy. Then there’s County
Kilkenny, County Carlow and Cathedral.
Celtic is a phonetic word that we should be
proud of - pronounced with a hard C not a
soft C!

Photo credits:
https://mythicalireland.com/MlI/blog/ancient-sites/the-tara-
brooch-irelands-finest-piece-of-jewellery-lost-for-centuries/

https://www.worldhistory.org/image/13404/snettisham-
great-torc/
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As AOS Editor, | would like to thank Mary
and Stephen Aracic once again for allowing
us to share their wonderful stories from
Lightning Ridge. | look forward to sharing
more opal stories from Stephen and Mary in
future newsletters!

The American Opal Society
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You’ll find more opal stories from Stephen
and Mary in these books.
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Opal Grading System Aims To
Restore Confidence

by Sonia Nair

14 July 2011
Brisbane-based gem company Opal
Horizon has launched a comprehensive
quantifiable opal grading system as the
first step in a global marketing effort to
restore confidence in the gemstone.

Opal Horizon managing director David
Horton said his company enlisted the
expertise of international opal authorities
to formulate the grading system in the
hope that it would make opal gradings and
valuations more transparent and therefore
help increase worldwide acceptance of
opals in the jewellery industry.

“After interviewing the CEOs of around
20 of the top jewellery companies in the
world, we found that every single person
was saying the same thing. There was no
transparency in how opals were classified,
graded and valued,” Horton said.

Opal Horizon unveiled its opal grading
system at the Gemological Institute of
America’s (GIA) Symposium on May 30
and Horton said it received “excellent”
feedback from key industry players.

With Opal Horizon’s grading system,
jewellers and consumers can evaluate opal
by quantifiable grading parameters based
on the opal’s category, colour and cut.
‘Category’ stands for the presence and
degree of host rock in the opal, ‘colour’
assigns points to the opal according to its
face, body tone, play of colour,
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A Fine Gem Opal

brightness, pattern, directionality and
special attributes while ‘cut’ looks at the
opal’s finish and polish, ease of setting,
symmetry or balance and exclusion of
defects.

Assessment of these three quality
features will categorise an opal into five
quality grades ranging from ‘exceptional
gem opal’ to ‘fine gem opal’, ‘gem opal’,
‘commericial opal’ and ‘promotional
opal’. The grading system also allows for
certification of quality.

Opal Horizon has also developed an
international marketing strategy to
reintroduce and promote opals to
retailers and consumers. As part of the
strategy, it intends to implement a retail
education programme on opals.

Horton believes local retailers will reap
the benefits of this grading system.

“There are a lot of myths and
uncertainty about opal and while some
retailers will admit that they prefer it
that way because they can sell at the
price they want, they admit it has
damaged the industry and this is now
the best way forward,” he said.

Continued on Page 5
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Continued from Page 4

While he concedes that the Opal
Horizon-formulated grading system is
not the first of its kind, he feels it is
evolutionary and gemmologist Helen
Levonis who gave a presentation at the
GIA symposium about the grading
system agreed with Horton.

Dunstan’s Stone - The First Famous
Lightning Ridge Opal

by Len Cram

“While there are other grading, appraisal
and evaluation programmes for natural

precious opal, none have caught on as an
industry standard because they are either

too consuming, too complex or too
simplified,” Levonis said.

Several gemmologists from Opal
Horizon will be attending the National
Opal Symposium in Lightning Ridge in
late July to talk about the new grading
system and the company is also looking
to get the grading system promoted in
GIA publications.

“GIA does set global standards and by
getting it accepted by GIA, which we
appear to have done, we expect this will
be the first step towards global
acceptance,” Horton said.

Horton hopes global acceptance will
increase opal’s standing in Australia,
where more than 95 per cent of gem-
quality opal is produced. “The
Australian opal industry wants to grow
but it doesn’t want to change. You can’t
do one without the other.”

From: http://www.jewellermagazine.com
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Fred Bodel in 1963

Charlie Dunstan commits suicide, Walgett
Spectator, 16 November 1910:

We were horrified last Monday to learn that an
old resident of the field, Charlie Dunstan, had
committed suicide. He was found dead in his hut,
lying on the floor with a pea rifle beneath him.
The police found an empty cartridge in the gun,
and an open razor nearby. It would appear that
he first thought to use the razor, then changed
his mind and used the rifle.

Stuart Lloyd records a few interesting facts about
Charlie Dunstan in his book:

He found a famous stone at the Angledool field that
was named after him. He was a very hard happy go
lucky worker who loved his liquor and often
indulged in bouts of heavy drinking. He had one of
the best claims on Angledool field, and the ratters
took advantage of him when he was in this
condition. Frank Tattem said he once saw seven
men come out of Charlies’s claim at sunrise one

Continued on Page 6
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morning. On one occasion after recovering from a
binge, he put a notice in his mine for the ratters,
which read: ‘For goodness sake use your own
candles.” In one instance after discovering a pocket
of large opals, he had trouble getting one of them
out of his pocket to show a friend while it was still
in the rough.

Fred Bodel, who in 1906 saw a lot of Dunstan’s
opal, told me that among his many gems were
three exceptional big stones. One as big as a
cricket ball was stolen from him in a pub at
Angledool, [Not to be confused with the opal field
of the same name] while on a drinking binge, the

other two he sold. Dunstan and his partner, Happy

Jack, [Jack Burke] were two of the first Opal Kings
on the field. Murphy, the field’s most famous
buyer said at one stage they sold him £1,000
worth of opal in six weeks. John Landers, who

also knew Dunstan, wrote an article on him for the

Walgett Spectator in 1921, said:

““On that bitter cold night in September 1906,
on my first trip to Walgett and the Ridge, |
was sitting by a great log fire in Dodd’s Hotel,
when a stranger came in. We entered into
conversation, and he told me he came from
Lightning Ridge. | at once became interested,
and told him | was going out there to try my
luck for opal.

The man turned out to be Charlie Dunstan, who
was at the time, an acknowledged Opal King of
the field. We met again on the following
morning, and he showed me about 20 or 30
beautiful stones, among which was an
enormous black stone. He told me it had come
from his claim at Angledool, and that his
partner, Happy Jack Burke, a short time
previously, had dug it out. He said he just had it
weighed in the bank, and that it was nearly six
and a half ounces! It appeared to be nearly five
inches long, and two and half inches thick and
the same in width. In shape, it resembled an
enormous egg. As far as | can remember, this
stone was all opal, no potch showing anywhere.
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During my sojourn at Lightning Ridge, | have
never, nor has anyone else, seen so large a stone
of such quality and beauty. | asked him the value
of it and he replied “about £120”. | think he told
me years dafter, that he sold it to a man named
Martin for £100. Black opal in those days was
not a valuable jewel as it is today. Martin kept it
for some time, and not being able to realise a
profit on it, sold it to Murphy, who sent it
around the world trying to sell it but without
success. It eventually came back to Australia
when it was sold on the field to Francis,
“Berlina”. Francis had no better luck than the
others did and he gave it to Samuels who sold it
for £100, for which he received £3 commission.
For the next ten years, this stone seemed to be
lost sight of. All trace of it entirely disappeared.
About 18 months ago, | read in one of the
leading newspapers of a beautiful large black
opal in the Washington State Bureau, New York,
about 20 cubic inches in size, which would be
about the size of Dunstan’s stone and the value
of it was £56,000, not dollars. This would in all
probability be the stone from the Ridge.

| remember Charlie Dunstan and Happy Jack
telling me that when they found this stone, it
was so large, they could not fit it into their tea
billy to carry it home! In the ground, beautiful
sheets of opal that immediately crumbled and
fell to pieces as they peeled them off, were
wrapped around it. Happy Jack also said that for
almost 18 inches before he came across the opal
he was peeling these wafer thin sheets of opal
out of the opal dirt. This claim of Dunstan’s in the
opinion of all the old hands, must have been the
richest we ever had. | remember Dunstan telling
me that he sold Murphy a 60 oz. parcel of black
barred stones for £62. | also remember him
telling me some three years later that he was
sure he had sold £30,000 worth of opal for £900.
Poor Charlie sleeps in our little cemetery. Success
killed him. Peace be with him. They both loved
the joy of living and perhaps will be mates again
where black opal does not trouble them.
However, we still have their memories.”
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-Bench Tips -

1 This page will be dedicated to bench tips and techniques from our readers. If you have bench tips you'd
1 like to share, let us know! Bench tips can be anything - metal work, lapidary, wirework - anything creative
! that you would like to share. Send your tips to: aos.editor.02@gmail.com

COLORING EPOXY weigh out the same amount of the
by Brad Smith second component, add coloring if
needed, and mix.

There are two ways to add color when o _ _
you are using epoxies. The firstwould ~ The mixing needs to move quickly if
be to add any powdered material that's ~ YOU a&ré using 5-minute quick cure
handy, like colored chalk, charcoal, or ~ €POXy, but | like to work carefully when

powdered colors from an art supply adding color. So | squeeze out equal

store. One that | particularly like is a set ~ Sized droplets side by side on the scrap

of pastel glitter powders. paper. Then | work with just one of the
droplets to add colors. The 5- minute
clock only starts when you mix in the
second droplet.

A second way to add coloring includes
nail polish, model airplane paints, or
tubes of paint tinting pigments from a art

store or marine supplies store.

In preparing epoxy for use, the
important things are to use exactly
equal parts of the two components and
to thoroughly mix them together.
Coloring material can be add at any
time. If I'm making just a small amount,
| squeeze out equal sized droplets onto
a piece of scrap paper or aluminum foil
and mix thoroughly with a toothpick. To
mix larger amounts of epoxy, | use a

gram scale to weigh the first
component. Then | zero the scale and

Work Smarter & Be More Productive with Brad's "How To" Jewelry Books on
Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Reader: If your organization has an opal or rockhound-related event, please email particulars to info@opalsociety.org.
Upcoming Event listings will be included at the discretion of The Opal Express editor as space and scheduling permit.

September 10-11, 2022, Reno, NV

The Reno Gem & Mineral Society, Inc.

Jackpot of Gems

Reno Convention Center, 4390 S. Virginia, Reno, NV 89502
Hours: Saturday 10 AM — 5 PM, Sunday 10 AM — 4 PM
Contact: sailondan55@aol.com

Website: http://www.renogms.org

September 17-18, 2022 — Chico, CA

Feather River Lapidary and Mineral Society

Silver Dollar Fairgrounds, 2757 Fair St., Chico, CA 95928

Hours Saturday 9 AM — 5 PM, Sunday 9 AM — 4 PM

There will be 40 dealers, Silent Auction, Geode Cracking, Treasure
Hunt, Spinning Wheel and other activities

Contact:(530) 586-7052, mmpg@att.net

Website: http://featherriverrocks.org

September 24-25, 2022 — San Luis Obispo, CA

San Luis Obispo Gem and Mineral Club

San Luis Obispo Veterans Memorial Building, 801 Grand Ave.,
San Luis Obispo, CA

Hours both days: 10 AM — 5 PM

Contact: 2022show@alogem.org

Website: http://www.slogem.org/show.htm

September 24-25, 2022 — Long Beach, CA

Long Beach Mineral and Gem Society

Gems on the Hill Show

Signal Hill Public Library, Signal Point Terrace and Community
Room

1800 E. Hill St., Signal Hill, CA 90755

Hours: Saturday 10 AM — 5 PM, Sunday 10 AM — 4 PM

Free event, Children’s activities

Contact: 562 253-1390, karin.yasuda@gmail.com

Website: http://www.facebook.com/LBMGS

October 1-2, 2022 — Anderson, CA

Shasta Gem & Mineral Society

Shasta District Fair and Event Center, 1890 Briggs St., Anderson, CA
(just south of Redding) 96007

Hours: Saturday 9 AM — 5 PM, Sunday 9 AM — 4 PM

Shasta Gem & Mineral Society is having its 66th Annual Gem &
Mineral Show. Vendors come from the West Coast and will be selling
gems, minerals, jewelry, crystals, rocks and fossils. Door prizes, rock
auctions and great educational and spectacular displays.

Contact: miller3987@gmail.com

Website: http://shastagemandmineral.org

October 8-9, 2022 — Grass Valley, CA

Nevada County Gem and Mineral Society

Earth’s Treasurers Show 2022

Nevada County Fairgrounds, 11228 McCourtney Rd., Grass
Valley, CA 95945

Hours: Saturday, 10 AM - 5 PM, Sunday 10 AM — 4 PM

26+ Exhibit cases, 28+ Vendors Showcasing Fossils, Minerals,
Gems, Jewelry and so much more. Expanded Kids Corner, Gold
Panning, Silent Auction, Raffles galore, Talks, Demonstrations,
and of course Food Dealers.

General admission $3 person. Children, age twelve and under free
with a paid adult, Military with 1.D. free. Free Parking!!!

Contact: 4vanclan5@att.net

Website: https://www.ncgms.org/show-info/
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October 8-9, 2022 — Redwood City, CA

Peninsula Gem and Geology Society AND Sequoia Gem and
Mineral Society

Redwood City Community Activities Building, 1400 Roosevelt
Ave., Redwood City 940612

Hours: Saturday and Sunday 10 AM - 5 PM

Recreation with Rocks: Sequoia Gem and Mineral Society and
Peninsula Gem and Geology Society are teaming to create a
wonderful show!

VENDORS - a wide variety of beautiful things can be yours!
DISPLAY CASES throughout the building of hand-cut stones,
rocks, mineral specimens, fossils and jewelry.

KID’S LAPIDARY (rock polishing) — Children can polish their own
stone — with a little guidance — Later you can turn this keepsake
into a necklace or a magnet.

FOOD from our own Hard Rock Cafe. Hot dogs, sandwiches,
snacks, yummy desserts and a variety of beverages.

EARTH SCIENCES/ROCK SALE -learn about various rocks,
minerals, fossils, purchase a rock or slab you absolutely need!
Contacts: 650 575-3144 cci@pacbell.net, 650 743-7447
catphalen@comcast.net

Websites: http://pggs.org or
https://www.sequoiagemandmineralsociety.org/sgms-gem—
mineral-show.html

October 8-9, 2022 — Los Altos, CA
Peninsula Gem and Geology Society

Los Altos, CA 94022

Hours: Saturday and Sunday 10 AM — 5 PM
Recreation with Rocks

Contact: 650 575-3144

Website: http://pggs.org

October 9, 2022 — Fallbrook, CA

Fallbrook Gem and Mineral Society

Fall Festival of Gems & Minerals

123 W. Alvarado Street, Fallbrook CA 92028

Hours: 9 AM-4 PM

Vendors: apply by August 1, 2022. Free booths for nonprofit
organizations promoting minerals, fossils or gems.

Contact: (760) 728-1130, info@fgms.org

Website: http://www.fgms.org

October 15, 2022 — West Hills, CA

Woodland Hills Rock Chippers

First Methodist Church, 22770 Sherman Way, West Hills, CA 91204
Hours: 10 AM — 5 PM

A variety of vendors selling slabs, findings, displays, minerals,
beads, craft table, carvings, diamond tools for foredoms and
dremels, raffle, gold panning and more.

Website: http://www.rockchippers.org

‘“te’.’wo— «~ 8

Be sure to visit your local gem and >
mineral shows. It’s a great way to .
and meet other people who have a ’

passion for this fascinating hobby.
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American Opal Society Membership Application

FILL IN APPLICABLE INFORMATION DUES / FEES AMOUNT PAID
DUES: RENEWING MEMBERS $35.00
SELECT ONE NEW MEMBERS $45.00
INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP FEE (All addresses outside of USA) 515.00
PRINTED NEWSLETTER FEE {Paper copy postal mailed instead of PDF file by e-mail) $10.00
ADDITIONAL BADGES (Your first badge is free when joining) §15.00

TOTAL PAID DUES plus International, Print or Badge Fees if Applicable: -

An optional quicker method of

count is membership@opalsociety.org.

Please make check or money order payable to “American Opal Society”. Mail payment and application to:
American Opal Society: PO Box 4875, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

Fayment is via the internet. To pay via PayPal, please visit the membership page on our website at
http://opalsociety.org/aos application by web.htm to complete the form and make your PayPal payment. You may pay with a credit
card or via PayPal account. The transaction is completely secure and the AOS never sees your cradit card number. The ADS PayPal ac-

(—I—

NAME BADGE ORDER FORM:

PLEASE PRINT NANME AS YOU WISH

ITTO APPEAR ON YOUR BADGE
using up to two (2) lines of text for

NAME
|
BUSINESS NAME
ADDRESS APT # or PO BOX
cITy STATE

your name, nickname, or name of

ZIP OR POSTAL CODE

COUNTRY (IF QUTSIDE USA)

your opal related business.

PHONE - Home | ) PHONE - Business [
E-MAIL
WEBSITE
OCCUPATION HOBBIES and INTERESTS

MEMBERSHIP ROSTER: The AOS publishes a membership roster once per year in its newsletter, The Opal Express. Your name will be

included. Please check what additional personal information you listed for other members. If it is different from the information above,

please note that on the application.

[] Address [ phone-landline [ Phone-cell

Please sign here:

n E-mail

n Website

The Opal Express is published monthly by

The American Opal Society, Inc.

Copyright 2019. All rights reserved. Non-Commercial
Reprint Permission Granted Unless Otherwise Reserved.
-Editor

Please address all inquiries and exchange newsletters to:

Editor - Kathleen James
The Opal Express

Are Your Dues Due Now?

PLEASE CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL OR NEWSLETTER E-MAIL.
There will be a date that shows the current month/year of your
membership. If the date is older than the current date, your dues
are overdue,

A Renewal Grace Period of two months will be provided. Please
note, that as the system is set up, if your renewal is not received
you will be AUTOMATICALLY dropped from membership thereafter.
It is your responsibility to assure your dues are current.

PO Box 4875 Thank you.
Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 The Editor [revised 11/27/15)
E-mail: aos.editor.02@gmail.com
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P.O. Box 4875

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875

Volume 55, Issue 9

— GENERAL MEETINGS —
3'd Thursday of the Month TO:
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Anaheim Community Center
250 E. Center Street
Anaheim, CA 92805

\V

Meeting
September 15t at 7 p.m.
Anaheim Community Center

1
I

General Meeting Location at:
Anaheim Downtown Community Center

250 E. Center Street
Anaheim, CA 92805

Next meeting will be Thursday, September 15, at [
7:00 p.m. at the Anaheim Downtown Community Center

American Opal Society

Website: http://OpalSociety.org

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/opalsociety

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety

Pinterest: https://www.pinterest.com/opalsociety

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegTIH1IEyO7y8wdqvRfyUA?view_as=subscriber

Stan McCall President (714) 220-9282 email: aos.president.01@gmail.com
Russ Madsen Treasurer (562) 884-2254 email: aos.treasurer.01@gmail.com
Kathleen James Editor (714) 828-1251 email: aos.editor02@gmail.com
Bart Gampe Webmaster (310) 736-5528 email aos.webmaster.01@gmail.com
Veronica Purpura Show Chairman (714) 501-9959 email: aos.showchair@gmail.com
Jamie Cassidy-Curtis Secretary email: jamiec275@gmail.com
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