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JUNE HAPPENINGS ... We were honored with a superbly-put-together program
by one of the trade's most esteemed faceters. Bob Kleppe's fine presentation
of the world of colored stones from the point of view of a faceter of
gems, was delightful, educational and inspiring. (He made it seem so EASY,
and perhaps it is when done correctly.) We would like to thank Mr. Kleppe
for sharing his expertise and knowledge with us. He not only is a fine
faceter, but an eloquent speaker as well. I have a faceting machine which
I have used occasionally; however, now I am eager to find time to facet
some of that opal I have been stashing away in my "someday-I'll-do-it" closet.

* * *

WHAT'S POPPIN' IN JULY ... We have been fortunate to be able to procure for
the education of you opalphiles of the founding chapter of the American Opal
Society, an expert opal cutter who will instruct you in the mysteries of
cutting and polishing the world's most beautiful gemstone. Many of you have
seen his own beautifully finished opals. This is Brian Franks. He will impart
to you some techniques it took YEARS to learn, shortcuts,-secrets to per-
fection. Plan to NOT miss the July meeting. It promises to be an educational
MUST for everyone, from beginner to expert. Mark your calendar. Draw a circle
around JULY 11. That's 'at 7:30, at 8211 E. rireet.ons Blvd., in Downey. (See
the map on address side of your Newsletter.) Cool, a~r-conditioned comfort;
delicious goodies; and a chance to win a stone are just some of the added fringe
benefits of the evening.

* * *

RECENTLY IN OUR TRAVELS ... Dorothea and I had the pleasure of meeting two of
our far-away members--Paul and Bobbi Downing of Majestic Gems & Carvings in
Tallahassee, Florida--at the Santa Monica Wholesale Show. We have corresponded
frequently with the Downings, and as'you will recall, Paul Downing is the,
author of "Opal Cutting Made Easy." He is also co-editor, along with his
wife, Bobbi, of OPALHOLICS. We are enclosing a copy of this interesting and
informative 'publication with this month's OPAL EXPRESS. If you are interested
in getting your name on the OPALHOLICS 'mailing list', or in purchiflsing a copy
of "Opal Cutting Made Easy," please write to the Downings at the address on
their newsletter.



FIELD TRIP From August 1984 edition of Rock & Gem.
Reprinted with permission of author,
James R. Mitchell, and with permission
of Rock & Gem.OPAL NEAR RED

ROCK CANYON

by JAMES R. MITCHEU

Wbta uked 10 n&plCIpw.wbcre pre-
ciOUI opal.:an be found. mOlt pcopic wiU
mentioCl the rabuloua opel fldda olCoober
Pcdyand Li&btni", R~JIC, boc.h in Au.-
lralia, but few cwn c:onaidef tbeUni~
SI&* •• bavilll c:andidatca lor aucb • ijat.
Tbm IlC • nwnbel' 01plica in lhia c:oun-
try. ~, .bcr1 bcautil"-' ~
•• it found, IOIDCII apcctacvJar •• &.Oy
.from Awtralia. One of lbc:M American

. Iocationa ia in the watcm.part o( C:aNor-
••• EJ PuG Mountain&. OW'Red ROck
Canyon, north of a..o. AnFIa ..

Tbc fln& opal cWm lD the rcaiOIl .u
Ita~cd in 1946 by the Cowden fuWy.
~r workin, ~ (or only. abort time.
thou&h. they dtaccMred tNt tbI I.OUIh
MaaJl woLlldn')'icid 1WT.ciont q~Ua
of the ••• to jUlUfy the IabQr. They.con-
.lttuClOd • Ihatl and lpent conliderablo
effort llYilll to make lhe mine profuab&c.
~I'~ j\aIl wun' enoujb quality maLoo
rial to make It pay oIf. lAo Nowak took
over lbe cla.ima a number of)'Cll.l1 laler.
4nd lOOn lhc~ opened lbcm to coUeo-
ton, on • fee bWa.· The mines ha••••
c:hanpd owncnhip a number o(limca In
Neenl yean, with lhc &arnotl family cur..
renlly Qwnin. tbe lower half. and I Jl'oup
of irMltOn holdinl tide 10 lbe upper po •..•
tiona. Rockbounda IlC c:u.mntJy alJowod .
to di& aI both mines. for a ftC. '.

To JCf 10 tlm mOlt inlcl'Cltin, Ioc:alc,
&imply &&kll Hiab"y '1" north from MO-
jave a liule over 20 miJca to where ,he
RodrOC:k-Randabufl Ro.d branc:hCII olf
10 lhe fi&,h1.Continue from there another
om mib to the lOOO-loot elevation ai&rioa
the riaht aide 01 the hiahway. From that .
land matt , ~hc twn it exactly one milt
further. There ia a lip, on the WI, dcaiJ-
ftliina where to kaYC the plWmCnt fOf
"'Opal Ca.oyon. "TUrD onto the undy N&I,
pe)'ina dOM attention to aU Ii••••• )'OU
to. You abouId pl'OClClodcut t~
of a mile, bcarin. riahl al the for~ and
lhclllwo ri&hl, lravelin, another QftCand
0M-ba1f mia. Allbal point ,0 left 001
and ono-tcnth miJca. a&ayi", rl&bt .t the
(oru. Tbt Jiven milcaJill will p&accyou ia
(toll' of a F'oup of ai&nI poiJl&iq the •• )'
Iq lbc lwo opal miDaL .

The mine on the left ill the "Nowak,"
and that 10 the riihl ia the -Barncll."lbeae

. Iwo prospects are actually on opposite
aidea of one l1\IWive opal-bearing bualt
dike. To act to the Nowlk. proceed lbout
lC'Ven-lentba of I mile down the hill Ind·
chock in It the traileR on the left. It ia open
to coUcc1on seven day •• week. and there
• 11waYIlOmeone on duty 10 &nawcrque.-
tiona. The Barnett Lower Claim, origi-
nally known u the Cowden Mine. it about
one mile a1ol1&the ri&hl fork from the
~anpoau. ThC ruu Wind around lhe moun-
&&jn. 10 il it eucnlial you pay dole allen- .
tion 10 the markeR as you 10. 11)c Barnell
i4 only open on' weekend a, and they abo
have people on duty 10 uaiat roc:khoundJ.

On my lul vilil. the fee II the Nowak
wu 52.00 per day per penon Ind,at 'the
Barnell, it WII $1.00 per day. or 52.00. if
plannin, 10 lpend the niiht. Be ltare 10
take some hard-rock equipment, since tbe
opal it concealed in very louih buah, Ind
ia d iffl(;UII to remove. ~ ,GOd IIcdJIC
hammer, some pd" chisels. tough &loves..
ao&&ka. II well II pry ban are c:ucntial, if
you wanl to be I",CCXU(ul.nu., I mUit
warn you, ia not a collectin, lile where
material iajuat lying all over tbe ground. It
akea conaiderablc effort 10 find good
Ipccimena. and. in add ilion. I ,God deal 0(
I~k. Don '\ become diKnchllltcd,lbouJh.
Once you ace IOme IImplca c1r the beauti-
ful malerial thai can be found here, the
labor bccomca IOmcwhal inconacquential,
and ,it will be euy 10 undcntand why lhit is
auch a popular Southern taJifomii dia-
Ii", location. Tbe mOlt lbundant maLo-
rial to be (ound here. &CCOrdi", to tbe
caretaker It the NOWlk, ia the honey-
yel\QWopal, aomc o( which containa beau-
ill"-' rod, ora., and blue fire. Tbcrc is
alao the more traditional while opal, with
blUe, red and orafllC fire, mOIl 0( wtUc:hit
quile brittie and amaJJ. hOWMr.1lUa ~
QoUl white opal iI WI')' nice aDd &Gob
UmiIar to tbat found in AuaaraUa.

In addition to what hu already been
mentioned, lhcrc arc additional bua of
jeUy opal and C'm\ tome mqniflQCf\l bkdI;
fll'fj~. thit bein, the mOtt prized malo-
rial to be fOllnd i.a the a.4 Rodl CaA10n
••••

Generally •.the opal it atabk and lOUd,
nOI bcin. IWCCplibk to c:rackina when
CJ(poecd to d,ry air. u ia the CIIC with 10'

much of that found in Nevada and Idaho.
MOIt,lhou,!\, ia amaU, oa:urrin, II amy,-
dulca no more than oJ"W>oqU&l1cr0( In iQCh
acr~. More aiuable. Ptcca arc found
(rom time 10 time, however, .nd, on my
'-'t v4i~ the WOtna'l next fO me cracked
open a plltCC'of the JCC)' ~t 10. eltpofC •
chunk of f~Ucd honey opal with dimen-
&i,01llexc:cedina IWo inchca. It wu quite a
lpCICimen,ud made my comparably aman.'
er chipa. and fraamcnll &oak undcmow..
iabcd. Tbctwo mOil flmouallonca havin,
come (rom the Red Rock Canyon &ita
were the "Mojave Opal." which weighed,
".S '-rata and displayed lpectacular red,
arecn. and blue fluhca of fire. and the
"Mojave Flame," wilh • reported value
approachina S50.000 .

Collcain, lllhe Nowak it done on the
hill opposite the trailm. u it _110 the ~
It the Bamctl. Be lure tofinJ chcc:k in with
lhe caretaker.al whicl)cver mine you viait.
and pey,lhe fee.!have found the cmplo)'CCI
a' both Iowiona friendly and helpful. Be
lUre 10 _110 requcal-ICCln& a Idcction of
1pec:Upe1ll in the boll rock, to you wiU
know aactly what 10 look (or. .

AilCf' ched:ina in and examinina the
umplca. it it time 10 atart work. There IlC
two method. frequenlly cmplo~ here 10
locate the opals. One. it to Iplil boWdcl'l
Iyina on the hiiWde, hopi", 10 CltpOlC
JeDll that were overlookod by previoua
rockhoundl, Ind the other it 10 att&clt the

! virain buall. lIill in plac:c on the hill illCif.
Obvioualy I t/'le Iatla' it Jhe rpOllltmlUOUl,
bul. II yoU' miiht luapcct. il alao afforda
tbe pleat opponWlicy lor fmdiq more
aiz.eabk piec:a. ' .

Eitbcr cboice reqwra the c:ommilmenl
to do tome very bard, bUIkr-JmCf'ltm,
work. Splitt in. rocb in tbe dum,. wilh _
hlavy lied. hammer ian' euy.lMlt when
~0!l muc I"CIJlCM the hard built clj~ly
from ill place in the' hill. the work Ja
cxbauatill&: Be lure 10 brlna loll ofwatu.
boch for donkina. •• well •• clcAnin,.pco-
imcna. and don' vlait duri", the bot
IUIDmCr montba, when temperat •• can



soar well above 100 degrees, I liullle~1
sprinl' and fall, since the winter niiht~ can
iet vcry cold, CllllIpini i~Illloww lit both
mines. if the caretaker is on duty, and each
also has an outhouse. Water and other
supplies, however, must be brought with
you, 50 be prepared. "

I nave discovered, when working directly
in Ihe ,ide of the mountain, Ihllt once •
chunl of opal is found, whether it be
common, jelly or precious, more is usually
nearby. One can hammer. dig. ~nd pry. for
hours and hours with out finding a thing,
and, then. all of a sudden, there will be
opal, and frequently lots of it. I obviously
can't lIuarantcc, it will contain 'fire. but,

even if nor, it is usuallynice, and worth
keeping. If you find Itny type opal, alway~
hHlk clovely for more in t he same or
nc:ighborini rock. since I:om.m~n alld gem
quality frequently are found righ; next to
each other.

A particularty interesting ph~nomellon
displayed by much of the precious while
Illid honey opa] fuund ill Red RlX.'kCanyon
is thllt of reverse hydrophane. Thil il the
phenomenon where the stone will display
beuer lire when dry. rather than wct, as
one might expect. Because of this unusual
properly. it is advisable to keep all you
find, whether (t shows a play of colors or
n01.1I may. upon drying. in a few hours or
even days, contain fire after all.

The scenery near the opal dilliings is
impressive, especially to the south, in Red
R'I~k Canyon. I'liill tll tuke some time to
explore the region. off the pavement. A
number of western movies have been
filmed there because of the rugged "West·
ern" scenery.

I am certain you will enjoy your trip
whether or not you actually find mud
gem quality opal. Just having the oppor·
tunity 10 visit such a local ion is worth th(
trip. There arc very few places in the Uni-
ted Stales where one can even have i

chance to find such gemstones. and thii il
one of those few.

NOTE: On the weekend of June 1 and 2, some dedicated and emoit ious opal-
philes from the Society trekked tO,the Nowak Opal Mine in search of ...
ADVENTURE. And found it! In addition to the sheer excitement of "romancing
the stone" in the daylight hours, evenings were enjoyed unde~, the stars .in
a fantastic get-away-from-it-all setting. It was a truly enjoyable out~ng.

MOf)Jfocturvr •• ~. ,EXilOi'ter
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Peter Chew, GG
OOMPETITIVE PRICE

FUll SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
(FROM US (l15ct. UP)

~ fUli'able Opals (H. K.) Fty,
I.IF., 44A Hankow Rd., lS .T.KU' H.K.

Tel:3 -7218371
Opals Sl.wIier
Solids, Triplets

CuI vinqs, Cameos.
Dired From trs-------

****************************************
* *: MEMBERS SWAP MEET CORNER :
* ** ** ** *: Joe Vezeau would like to buy :
: some used lapidary equipment :
: to start working his opal. !
: Please call 714-523-1318 if :
: you have equipment laying :
: around you're not using. :
* ** ** ** *! If IJOU have someth ing qou wLlnt :
: to sell, buy or trade, we'll :
: advertise it for you. Send in :
: the information by the last day :
: of the month to The Opal Express :
: Editor, P.O. Box 3895, Downey, :
: CA. 90242 :
* *****************************************



The following news article is from the Columbus Citizen-Journal, April 26, 1985.
Submitted by Lee J. Bregenzer of Columbus.

A 15-pound opal is truly royal gem
By THOMAS HOLDEN
C·J sun WilIer

Wesley Mantor was nearly
spcechtess.

lie cast his eyes upon the world's
largest opal. His opal.

lie looked up at the crowd 01
reporters who had ~athered. lie
squmted under thc hOI ~Iare 01 tcle-
vision li~hli and listened to th.~
whlrr ~n<l click of cameras.

"Unbelievable," he said, at last.
"It's be4utilul."

AI 11,028 carats, about 15
pounds, the gem, called "The
Queen's Favor," arrived yesterday
under armed guard. The ~pm spar-
kll'S &rccns ••oJ blues and browns

'and gold».
It was promptly l()('kcd up in Ihe

vault 01 nancOhio National Uank,

155 E. Droad 51., after Manlor and
Hobert StJonbrook had a chance to
see thclr most recent purchase.

Stainbrook, the owner "I Stain-
brook Gemological Corp, ;ond Man·
tor, a realtor, purchased till' huge
stone Irom an Australian gem deal-
cr. The quartzite opal was discov-
ered in 1981 by miners at Stevens
Creek in the And.mook. Opal Fields
of south Austr •.•I1".

According to Paul Cory, an opal
specialist present when the gem •••.as
uncrated, "Any time you get a piece
this large and where the color is this
dear I.unusual. To lond a stone like
this would only happen once every
10 or 20 years.

Cory said. the avcruge site fur an
opal is bel ween lour and love carats.

The owners plan 10 have the awk-
wardly·~hap~d stone carved by a

West German lirm. II may take
Ihree months just to plan the carv-
ing. Second and thIrd opimons may
be sought before actual work begms .

The carving itscll may lake II"""
months and will reduce the weight "I
the stone by roughly 2.000 10 3,000
carats.

Though they would not say how
mucn it cost , the uwm-r s St.'1 the
gem's value at between Sl~O.uOO and
$400,000. depending on how well the
rarving is done,

The original stone was even largo
cr. Bul it broke in two, SWlnbrook
said, The larger piece Will be used in
the carving While the sm;.II,'r one
Will be rctamcd by the oroglOal uwu-
cr.

"We've made some I.)r~c pur-
chases, bUI nothing 01 this magnitude
before,' Siainbruok .Jill.

Opal Importers and Cutter.
Investment Gemstone Carving.

~aie.stic ~em.s & CfJarping.s

Paul and Bobbi Downing
(904) 385-3732

3412 Monitor Lane
Tauanassee. Florida 32312
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A PANORAMA OF OPAL
Featuring: Top Dealers e Demonstrations .Displays

Jewelry Design Contest

The Ameriun Op.d Society
Proudly PreSClI1I

Its 18th AnnuioIlShow
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The American Opal Society, Inc.,
meets here


