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JUNE HAPPENINGS... We were honored with a superbly-put-together program

by one of the trade's most esteemed faceters. Bob Kleppe's fine presentation
of the world of colored stones from the point of view of a faceter of

gems, was delightful, educational and inspiring. (He made it seem so EASY,
and perhaps it is when done correctly.) We would like to thank Mr. Kleppe
for sharing his expertise and knowledge with us. He not only is a fine
faceter, but an eloquent speaker as well. I have a faceting machine which

I have used occasionally; however, now I am eager to find time to facet

some of that opal I have been stashing away in my "someday-I'll-do-it" closet.

WHAT'S POPPIN' IN JULY... We have been fortunate to be able to procure for

the education of you opalphiles of the founding chapter of the American Opal
Society, an expert opal cutter who will instruct you in the mysteries of
cutting and polishing the world's most beautiful gemstone. Many of you have
seen his own beautifully finished opals. This is Brian Franks. He will impart
to you some techniques it took YEARS to learn, shortcuts, sécrets to per-
fection. Plan to NOT miss the July meeting. It promises to be an educational
MUST for everyone, from beginner to expert. Mark your calendar. Draw a circle
around JULY 11. That's at 7:30, at 8211 E. Firestons Blvd., in Downey. (See
the map on address side of your Newsletter.) Cool, air-conditioned comfort;
delicious goodies; and a chance to win a stone are just some of the added fringe
benefits of the evening.

RECENTLY IN OUR TRAVELS... Dorothea and I had the pleasure of meeting two of
our far-away members--Paul and Bobbi Downing of Majestic Gems & Carvings in
Tallahassee, Florida--at the Santa Monica Wholesale Show. We have corresponded
frequently with the Downings, and as'you will recall, Paul Downing is the
author of "Opal Cutting Made Easy.” He is also co-editor, along with his

wife, Bobbi, of OPALHOLICS. We are enclosing a copy of this interesting and
informative publication with this month's OPAL EXPRESS. If you are interested
in getting your name on the OPALHOLICS mailing list, or in purchasing a copy
of "Opal Cutting Made Easy," please write to the Downlngs at the address on
their newsletter.




FIELD TRIP

OPAL NEAR RED

From August 1984 edition of Rock & Gem.
Reprinted with permission of author,

ROCK CANYON

by JAMES R. MITCHELL

When asked 1o name places where pre-
cious opal can be found, most peopie will
mention the fabulous opal fields of Coober
Pedy and Lightning Ridge, both in Aus-
tralia, but few even consider the United
States as baving candidates {or such a List.
There are 8 number of places in this coun-
try, however, where beautiful precious
opa! is found, some as spectacular as any

from Australia. One of thess American

locations is in the western.part of Califor-

"nia' Bl Paso Mountains, near Red Rock

Canyon, north of Los Angeles. .

The first opal claim in the region was
staked in 1946 by the Cowden family.
Afler working it for only a short time,
though, they discovered thet the tough
basslt wouldn yield sufficient quantities
of the gews to justify the labar. They con-
sructed & shaft and spent considerable
efTort trying to make the mine profitable,
but there just wasn enough quality mate-
rial to make it pay off. Leo Nowak took
over the claims a number of years later,
and soon thereafter opened them Lo collec-
tors, on a fee basis. The mines have
changed ownership a number of times in
recent years, with the Barnett family curs
rently gwning the lower half, and a group
of investors holding title to the upper por~

tions. Rockhounds are currently allowed

to dig at both mines, for a fee,

To get 1o this most interesting locale,
simply take Highway |4 north from Mo-
jave & little over 20 miles to where the
Redrock-Randsburg Road branches off
to the right. Continu¢ from there another
T miles to the 3000-foot clevation sign on

the right side of the highway. From that °

landmark, the tum is exactly one mile
further. There is a sign, on the east, desig-
nating where to leave the pavement for
“Opal Canyon.” Turn onto the sandy ruts,
paying closs attention to all signs as you
$0. You should proceed cast t ‘
of a mile, bearing right at the fork, and
then turn right, traveling another qne and
one-halfl miles. At that point go keft one
and ono-tenth miles, staying right at the
forks. The given milcage will place you in
fromt of a group of signs pointing the way
1 the two opal mincs.’

The mine on the left is the “Nowak,”
and that to the right is the “Bamett.” These

" two prospects are actually on oppositc

sides of one massive opal-bearing basalt
dike. To get to the Nowak, procoed about
seven-tenths of a mile down the hill and
check inat the trailers on the left. It is open
to collectors seven days a week, and there
» always somconc on duty Lo answer gucs-
tions. The Bamnett Lower Claim, origi-
naljy known as the Cowden Mink, is about
onc mile along the right fork from the
signposts, The ruts wind around the moun-

. tajn, 0 it is csscntial you pay close atien- -

tion to the markers as you go. The Barnett
is only open on weckends, and they also
have people on duty to assist rockhounds.

On my last visit, the fee at the Nowak
was $2.00 per day per person and, at the
Barnett, it was $1.00 per day, or $2.00, if

planning to spend the night, Be sure to

take some hard-rock equipment, since the
opal is concealed in very tough basalt, and
is difficult to remove. A good sledge
hammer, some gads, chisels, tough gloves,
$0ggles, as well as pry bars arc essential, if
you want to be successful, This, I must
Warn you, is not a collecting site where
material is just lying all over the ground. It
takes considerable effort to find good
specimens, and, in addition, a good deal of
luck. Don't become discnchanted, though,
Once you see some samples of the beauti-
ful material that can be found here, the
labor becomes somewhat inconsequential,
and it will be casy to understand why this is
such a popular Southern California dig-
ging location. The most abundant mate-
rial to be found here, according to the
carctaker at the Nowak, is the honey-
yeliow opal, some of which contains beau-
tiful red, orange, and blue fire. There is
also the more traditional white opal, with
blue, red and orange fire, most of which is
quite brittic and small, however. This pre-
cious white opal is very nice and looks
similar to that found in Ausiralia,

In addition to what has already becn

mentioned, there are additional hues of-

Jelly opal and even some magnificent black
ﬁr? opal, this being the most prized mate-
ria to be found in the Red Rock Canyon
area.

James R. Mitchell, and with permission
of Rock & Gem.

Generally, the opal is stabic and solid,
not being susceptible to cracking when
exposed (o dry air, as is the case with 30
much of that found in Nevada and Idaho,
Most, though, is small, occurring as amyg-
dules no more than one~quarter of aninch
acrom. More sizeable picces are found
{rom time 1o time, however, and, on my
last viait, the woman next jo me cracked
open a piecs of the grey basalt 10.cxpoge a
chunk of fire-filled honcy opal with dimen-
ajons exceeding two inches, It was quite a,
spocimen, and made my comparably small-
er chips and fragments Jook undernour-
ished. The two most famous stones having
come from the Red Rock Canyon sites
were the “Mojave Opal,” which weighed.
4.5 carats and displayed spectacular red,
green, and blue flashes of fire, and the
“Mojave Flame,” with a reported value
approaching $50,000.

Collecting at the Nowak is done on the
hill opposite the trailers, as is also the case
at the Barnctt. Be sure to firsy check in with
the caretaker, at whichever mine you visit,
and pay the fee. | have found the cmployees
at both locations friendly and helpful. Be
sure to also request secing a selection of
speciqens in the host rock, so you will
know exactly what to look for. '

After checking in and cxamining the
samples, it is time to start work, There are
two methods frequently employed here to
locate the opals. One is to split boulders
lying on the hillside, hoping to expose
gcms that were overlooked by previous
rockhounds, and the other is to attack the

, virgin basalt, still in place on the hill itself,
Obviously, the latter is the most strenuous,

but, as you might suspect, it also affords
the greatest opportunity for finding more
sizeable pieces. '
Either choice requires the commitment
to do some very hard, blister-generating
work. Splitting rocks in the dumps with a
heavy sledge hammer isnt casy, but when
you must remove the hard basalt djrectly
from its place in the hill, the work s
exhausting. Be sure to bring lots of water,
both for drinking, as wel] as cleaning speo-
imens, and don% visit during the hot
summer months, when temperatures can



sour well above 100 degrees. | suggest
spring and fall, since the winter nights can
get very cold. Camping is allowed ut both
mines, if the caretakeris onduty, and each
also has an outhouse. Water and other
supplies, however, must be brought with
you , so be prepared.

1 have discovered, when working directly
in the side of the mountain, that once a
chunk of opal is found, whether it be
common, jelly or precious, more is usually
nearby. One can hammer, dig, and pry for
hours and hours with out finding a thing,
and, then, all of a sudden, there will be
opal, and frequently lots of it. | obviously
can guarantec it will containfire, but,

even if not, it is usually nice, and worth
keeping. If you find uny type opal, always
look closely for more in the sume or
neighboring rock, since commuon and gem
quality frequently are found right next to
cach other.

A particularly interesting phenomenon
displayed by much of the precious white
and honey opal found in Red Rock Canyon
is that of reverse hydrophane. This is the
phenomenon where the stone will display
better fire when dry, rather than wet, as
one might expect. Because of this unusual
property, it is advisable to keep all you
find, whether it shows a play of colors or
not. It may, upondrying, in a few hours or
even days, contain fire after all.

The scenery ncar the opal diggings is
impressive, especially to the south, in Red
Rock Canyon. Plan to take some time to
explore the region, off the pavement. A
number of western movies have been
filmed there because of the rugged “West-
ern” scenery.

I am certain you will enjoy your trip
whether or not you actually find muct
gem quality opal. Just having the oppor-
tunity to visit such a location is worth the
trip. There are very few places in the Uni-
ted States where one can even have &
chance to find such gemstones, and this i
onc of thase few.

NOTE: On the weekend of June 1 and 2, some dedicated and ambitious opal-
philes from the Society trekked to the Nowak Opal Mine in search of...

In addition to the sheer excitement of "romancing
the stone" in the daylight hours, evenings were enjoyed under the stars in

ADVENTURE. And found it!

a fantastic get-away-from-it-all setting.

It was a truly enjoyable outing.

8 Peter Chan, GG
COMPETITIVE PRICE

FULL SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
(FROM US € 15ct. UP)

€ Reliavie Opais (H.K.) Fiy,

4/F, LA Hankow Rd, T.ST.KLN H.K.
Tel:3-7218371

Opals Supplier
Solids, Triplets

Cuvings, Camieos.
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Joe Vezeau would like to buy
some used lapidary equipment
to start working his opal.
Please call 714-523-1318 if
you have equipment laying
around you're not using.

If you have something you want
to sell, buy or trade, we'll
advertise it for you. Send in
the information by the last day
of the month to The Opal Express
Editor, P.O. Box 3895, Downey,
CA. 90242
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The following news article is from the Columbus Citizen-Journal, April 26, 1985,

Submitted by Lee J. Bregenzer of Columbus.

A 15-pound opal is truly royal gem

By THOMAS HOLDEN
C-J Stalt Wrier

Wesley Mantor
speechless.

He cast his eyes upon the world's
largest opal. His opal.

lie looked up at the crowd of
reporters who had pathered. He
squinted under the hot glare of tele-
vision lights and histened to the
whirr and click of cameras.

“Unbelievable,” he said, at last.
“It's beautiful.”

At 11,028 carats, about 15
pounds, the gem, called “The
Queen's Favor,” arrived yesterday
under armed guard. The gem spar-
klvs greens and blucs and browns
"and golds.

It was promptly locked up in the
vault of BuncOhio National Bank,

was nearly

155 K. Broad St., after Mantor and
Robert Stainbrook had a chance to
sce their most recent purchase.

Stainbrook, the owner of Stain.
brook Gemetogical Corp, and Man-
tor, a realtor, purchused the huge
stone from an Australian gem deal-
er. The quartzite opal was discov-
ercd in 1981 by miners at Stevens
Creck in the Andamooka Opal Fields
of south Australsa.

According to PPaul Cory, an opal
specialist present when the gem was
uncrated, “Any time you get a piece
this large and where the color is this
clear 15 unusual. To find a stone like
this would only happen once every
10 or 20 yecars.

Cory said. the average size for an
opal is between four and five carats.

The owners plan to huve the awk-
wardly-shaped stene carved by a

West German firm. It may take
three months just to plan the carv-
ing. Second and third opinions may
be sought befare actual work begins.

The carving itself may take three
months and will reduce the weight of
the stone by roughly 2,000 to 3,000
carats.

Though they would not say how
much it cost, the ewners set the
gein's value at between $150,000 and
$400,000, depending on how well the
carving is done.

The original stone was even larg-
er. But it broke in two, Stainbrook
said. The larger picce will be used in
the carving while the smaller one
will be retained by the original owa-
er.

“We've made some large pur-
chases, but nothing of this magnitude
before,” Stainbrook said.

SMajestic Gems & Carvings

Opal Importers and Cutters - YR
Investment Gemstone Carvings 4

Paul and Bobbi Downing
{804) 385-3732

3412 Monitor Lane
Tallahassee, Florida 32312

The American Opal Society
Proudly Presents

Its 18th Annual Show

Aduils = 32 00 donation, childien over 12 - 50¢

A PANORAMA OF OPAL

Featuring: Top Dealers ¢ Demonstrations eDisplays
Jewelry Design Contest

November 9 & 10, 1985

Saturday, Nov.9th,11a.m.-7 p.m_, Sunday, Nov. 10th, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Anaheim Convention Center, 800 W. Katella (Actoss from Disneyland)

Under 12 fiee with adult

LI B N B AR O BN BN BN B BE BE BE BN BN AR BN BN BN Ak SR BE BN BN R B BN 3R S

*
-
*
-
]
]
1]
L
L ]
*
L

*a*THE OPAL EXPRESS STAFFww#

Editor.iivereciceinvsnanseasseesssColleen Guerrette
Contributing Editors ..........v000q.. . Jewett Pattee
creensaaaaasseosDorothea Pattee
Coordinator, Printing and
Distribution......covvvevvvvnnvanss.. Andy Guerrette

-

*

*

L3N BB BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN A BN AN BN BN BN AR BN AR AN AN

*
*
.
-
L]
L
-
*
»
*
-
4
*




2]

"JAYSON" TRAURIG BROS. PTY. LTD.

69 Abercrombie St.

Chippendale, Sydney 2008

Australia

6 f “Uety Waters
@ aw satie Woders
NORTHERN
fos Great Iaul;l Tonnaat Crost s :::o':'_
e 5 Desert ™ b o
AYNTOY TERRITORY
- Beiroaliont® y
e -t ’ Lok Mo
s T w."“nq’ Mt e
WE s T RN ! A w-w"
e - T Avgata | frereden lube Amidons > i lxul .
{‘ A u s.»..so..... T R i~ A | B | w--A —
Mhoedatharca, Lisrmoyee ans’ bt Wends oo . M .
AU s T AL T A B
* Mot Magat Graat ter "
S “'"""’" - " Victeria Dasert il W i
(ax" ‘,'”": ...,..‘,:’."‘ S (8] u T “
- Uk ol E T Nullerber ;::"' s _,___"‘_‘_": i
TR e, e s 1 0% IR e Laar Tarr Tige
oy Fed B TN ren “STJ:_:‘_,L"&,' pion o 'N E oW

GPAL 30LIDS

WHITE @ BLACK & CAYSTAL ® BOULDER
OPAL TRIPLETS

LARGE VARIETY OF CALISRATED 81288
ROUGH OPAL

FOR PROFESSIONALS AND LAPIDARIES
ALBO SAPPHIRED, CHRYSOPARASE, ETC.
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The American Opal Society, Inc.,
meets here




