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COLEEN GUERRETTE, EDI TOR

At the August neeting, the Foundi ng Chapter viewed the new video
by Paul Downi ng of Majestic Gens and Carvings of Florida. The
title was “QOpal Cutting Made Easy.” M. Downi ng made the program
to suppl enent his book OPAL CUTTI NG MADE EASY. He takes you
visually through all the steps of orienting for color, then
grinding and polishing. The filmlasts for an entrancing 35

m nutes. Afterward there was a general discussion on opal
cutting was held with our club experts contributing additiona
gens of w sdom about cutting and polishing. The neeting was one
of the nost informative and broad in scope that we have had on
opal cutting. | want to express ny appreciation for the

i ncreasing participation of our nmembers in each neeting. The
sharing of knowl edge is the basis of our Society. Thank you al
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Si nce everyone who was at the neeting went right home with al

t heir newf ound know edge and cut an opal, or ten, we wll have
an opal evaluation neeting this nonth. Bring an opal, or so,
that you wish to determ ne the value of and using the Oficia
Opal Appraisal chart (included in this issue) and our O ficial
apprai sal kits, and our Oficial experts, maybe we can get an
Oficial estimate of your stone’s worth. COVE ONE, COVE ALL to
our OFFI Cl AL opal evaluation neeting.

THAT' S Septenber 11, at 7:30 pmat the Cal —+ed building in
Downey (see map).
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AN APOLOGY---1t seens that our Editor was not just kidding when
she ran that cartoon. To prevent any further synptons of E.B.
(Edi tor Burnout to you novices) she and husband Andy are on
vacation as of press—+inme so Jewett and Dorothea are getting out
the OPAL EXPRESS this nonth and the | ate—-ness and brevity are
strictly our owmn faults. Hurry back, Coleen!!!
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The Septenber issue of the ROCK AND GEM magazi ne is out and
there are several articles on Opal. Two of them are by our
menber from Fl ori da Paul Downi ng. The same one we nentioned in
the foreword. Paul sent along his latest edition OF OPALHCLI CS
in a quantity that our menbers can have a copy for their own. W
will have them at the neeting, and for those of you further
away, we will be glad to send you one on receipt of a self—
addressed, stanped envel ope. The Soci ety has purchased severa
copi es of Paul’s book, OPAL CUTTI NG MADE EASY for resale if you
wi sh to order a copy, send check or noney order for

$5.95 and we will mail you one postpai d.
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DON' T FORGET!! Qur annual show “ A FANTASY WORLD OF TREASURES’
Novenber 8th and 9th, at the Anahei m Convention Center. For

t hose nmenbers coming fromfarther away than Southern California
and not famliar with accommobdations in the area, send us a post
card or letter and we will glad to send you the infornmation.
Plan to make it a week or a weekend for yourself and the famly.
The world fanmous Disneyland is just across the street, and

anot her f abul ous playground, Knott’s Berry Farmis very near by.
Come and buy your beautiful OPALS, find the col ored genstones of
your heart’s desire anong the bountiful treasures offered by
nore dealers, with a greater supply of glittering genstones than
ever before.

Many of you cut your own opal and/or facet your own stones. You
can pick just the rough stone you wish and formit into your own
bright and colorful gemat many tinmes |less the cost of a
finished stone. Those of you who do not cut your own will find a
bonanza of polished opals, faceted anethyst, topaz, citrines,
aquanarines, garnets, in fact just about any genstone you desire
to set in your own handcrafted jewelry or you can buy the

mounti ngs already nmade at the show. If you wish to have your
genstones nounted in an unique new jewelry art formwhile you
visit the show we have two professional wire wappers to set
your stone or theirs in a pendant, ring, bracelet or whatever
you desire so that you can wear it right away.
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Dealers ! and other menbers who do not attend the neetings In
Downey. We have printed up a new bunch of fliers and if you want
us to send sonme to you, Just drop us a line or call 2134252426
and we wll send themright along.
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(continued from proceedi ng page) This year’s handouts have a 500
di scount coupon and we hope to attract many nore attendees as a
result. The nore attendees, the greater success our show w ||

be.
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I N MVEMORI AM
We are saddened by the death of two of our Foundi ng Chapter
menbers. Chris Christophersen passed away | ast nonth of heart
trouble. Chris was to have nmade his first appearance as a show
deal er at our show in Novenber. H's nother will take over his
busi ness and be there.
Em | Gales was struck by a car near his honme in H ghgrove.
Services were held in Berwn, Illinois. Em| has not been able
to attend our recent neetings as he has been in Ill health since
hi s accident |ast sumrer. Those of you who m ght not recognize
him by name, will surely renmenber those delicious danish
pastries he provided for our Christnas potl ucks.
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BOARD REPORT:
Dol ores Proul x has taken over the Treasurers office as Andy is
now working in San Francisco and can only be hone on weekends.
The Opal collection of the Society was reviewed and is being
prepared for display at the Novenber show
Andy reported all tables sold and a waiting list exists for the
show. Final paynents are now conming in and plans will be
finalized as soon as all fees are in.
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AMERI CAN OPAL SOCI ETY

APPRAI SAL FORM

VALUE RATI NG APPRAI SAL
CATEGORY VALUE
1 2 3 4 5 RATI NG
JELLY/ SEM - NEAR
E(Alsg? FOGGY OR GRAY BLACK CRYSTAL CE_YEZQL
VH TE CLEAR
RED
FI RE RED BLUE MULTI -
GREEN MULTI -
COLOR GREEN GREEN COLOR LR
VERY VERY
| NTENSI TY LOW LOW MEDI UM H GH H A
APPRAI SAL VALUE RATI NG
MARKET RATI NG APEPRPAEIASLAL
APPEAL
FACTOR 0.5 -1 4 5 10 10 20 RATI NG
POOR MODERATE H H VERY H GH
VALUE RATI NG X APPEAL RATI NG _ CARAT PRI CE
CARAT RATI NG X VEEI GHT ( CARAT) _ TOTAL PRI CE

EXPLANATI ON

W list three categories of characteristics. Each is divided into five factors that
affect value. Base color is the background color and white base or jelly (foggy) has a
value of 1. A stone with this characteristic and value would be entered as 1 in the

right hand colum. Stones exhihbiting any other color have a nunerical value for that
factor.

Fire colors refers only to the color flakes or sheets when exam ned under incandescent
light. (Note: Fluorescent light is rot recomrended for evaluati ng opal). The | owest
value, 1, is used when the two colors, blue and green, are evident. Wen the full
spectrumof colors is visible, it is multicolored. Afire color of 5 is used when all
colors are there, But with a predom nance of red.

Intensity is the inner glowor brilliance of the play of fire.
is helpful, but to obtain a better evaluation of “intensity’,

I ncandescent |ighting
use reduced |ighting.

The val ues of these characteristics are entered at the right and totaled. The total is
then multiplied by the “market rating”. Market rating should include consideration of
shape, symmetry ~worknanship (scratches, symmetry, bezel line, bevel) as well as fire
pattern. Real gens will have obvi ous narket appeal. The total obtained by multiplying
appeal rating tines the total of the value rating should be very near the retail price
of opal being evaluated in dollars per carat weight.

This sinplified Qpal that is

appraisal formis usable for 95% of the Australian Qpal

purchased or sold by the opal public. It does rot apply to treated opal, doublets or
triplets.
Note: 1/2 values may be used in the value rating scale as well as in the market rating

scal e.

For m desi gned by The American Opal
Soci ety nmenbers. Revised 7-15-82.

Soci ety, 3-25-71 (rev.) for the guidance of Opal



Marlynn Hendricks, of The Hendricks,
Fine-Custom Jewelry, Arleta, California,
made her first purchase of Yowah opal at
the California Federation how at Santa
Monica in  August 1985. Although
Hendricks does do much of her own
cutting and polishing, she came away with
finished stones only. No Yowah opal
rough was being offered there, nor, to her
knowledge, has it been offered anywhere
else.

“l decided to feature it because it is so
distinctive,” Hendricks told Lapidary
Journal. Each stone has a registered
number and comes with a certificate of
authenticity. The material is not calibrated,
and in fact all of the stones are free-form
cabochons. None of the Yowah opal, she
says, is ever made into doublets or
triplets.

Because of the rarity of the material
and the unusual quality of each stone,
matching Yowah opal cabs is next to
impossible. Nevertheless, it is precisely
upon matched sets of Yowah jewelry that
Hendricks has set her sights. The only
stones she can use for such Sets are
those cut from the same piece of rough,
which will show similar color and pattern
as well as contour.

One three-piece set Hendricks
designed Consists of a ring, a pendant
and drop earrings. Violet blue, orange and
red fire flash against the opal's brown
ground in a strong, geode-like pattern. The
shapes of the stones also suggested a
geode origin. To enhance this natural
appearance, Hendricks created the
pendant with cabochons &shioned from
the two halves of a single piece. A bar of
diamonds fills in the space between them,
recreating the original whole. Though she
has not yet fixed a retail price, the set
carries a dealer price of $4800.

Mother three-piece set uses opal with
a “black” appearance, which Hendricks
describes as exhibiting “pinpoints  of
multicolored fire, predominantly green.”
The dark ground color is blackish “with an
undertone of brown.” Because the opal is
so colorful, Hendricks simply framed the

Custom
Yowah Opal
Jewelry
by the
Hendricks

cabochons, alluding to the sunny fire with
rays of 14k gold. She calls this set
“Sunburst.” Dealer price: $3600.

In general, the designer reduces the
metal for stones with a lot of color and
pattern, tending to set off the stone rather
than add extensive visual interest. With
material showing less pattern, she allows
herself more freedom in the metalwork.

Hendricks finds that the stability of
Yowah opal varies, depending on the
amount of ironstone with which it occurs.
A greater degree of ironstone tends to
produce opals that are more porous.
These, she allows, are “touchy to set” and
she compares them to Boulder opal,
where the predominance of ironstone
coincides with a more fragile opal. If the
piece is mostly solid opal, however, it is
quite stable.

All of Hendricks’s Yowah opal jewelry
is custom designed using a lostwax
pattern. All pieces are set in 14k gold, the
only metal Hendricks feels is appropriate
to such a rare and startlingly colorful
material. Similarly, when she includes
accent stones, she uses only one kind:
diamonds. Prices are based on the carat
weight of the opal, the weight of the 14k
gold, and the total points of diamonds.
She notes that jewelry-sized | cabochons
retail at about S30-$40 a carat, but larger
stones can be thousands of dollars per
carat.

Yowah opal has made but few
appearances at trade shows. Hendricks
says she has seen it at only two shows in
the United States (the show In Santa
Monica and this February’'s I’ Tucson
extravaganza) and that it has only been
offered rarely in Europe, too. However,
she concludes, Yowah opal 8 met with
enthusiasm when itis seen.

A coupl e of weeks ago |
received a call from
one of our newer
nmenbers. She had been
downpl ayi ng the fact

t hat she designs and
makes jewelry to sel
comrercially. | found
this infornmation in an
old show flier. It
seens to state the
matter fully.

“The buying of rough Opal
intelligently, cutting it to the
highest quality gemstones,
making fine jewelry and
marketing the same properly
is the goal of an Opalphile. In
presenting this program we
hope to pass along
knowledge that will assist
you in attaining this goal.
A.0.S. is non-profit; the
individual need not be.”
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Wel cone to new nenber
Art Risley of Laguna
Beach, our newest
Opal phi | e.
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FOR THE BEST IN CRAFTSMANSHIP
AND DESIGN
OPAL CUTTING, GEMSTONE FACETING
AND CUSTOMIZED JEWELRY FOR YOU
WRITE OR CALL

h

Creative Rainbows
Custom Gems and Jewelry

4
P.O.Box 9064}

Jewett & theo Pat
long Beoch, CA 90809 <" & Dorothee Potiee

425-2426

REPRI NTED W TH THE PERM SSI ON OF THE

LAPI DARY JOURNAL,

JUNE, 1986
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TREATING OPAL MATRIX

Cut and polish opal matrix as desired. Cerium oxide or tin oxide is best for polishing. Diamond polish can
also be used.

Wash stones in a strong detergent. Rinse thoroughly.

Dry stones on wire rack in oven at 200° F. for a minimum of 12 hours. (Twenty-four to thirty-six hours
would be better.)

While stones are drying, mix a soaking solution of 4 parts lactose, glucose or sugar with 2 parts water.
Heat to a temperature of approximately 190°-200° F. using a glass or enamel lined sauce pan or bucket
with cover.

Put solution in oven where the stones are drying, and when the solution is close to temperature required,
transfer stones into the solution in the oven. (If you make the transfer outside of the oven, the stones will
absorb moisture from the damp atmosphere.) Don’t touch the stones with anything oily such as hands.
Use a clean dry spatula, tongs or other non-contaminating device. Cover and let cook 12 to 24 hours. Stir
occasionally when convenient. For maximum results, put stones and sugar solution in covered container
next to a source of heat that will keep the solution at a temperature of 190° F. for several weeks.

Remove stones from soaking solution and place in oven at 200° F. for 2 to 3 hours to dry. Longer is
okay.

Remove stones from oven and place in clean, dry soaking container. Cover stones with sulphuric acid
(H.SO,). Cover container and place on hot plate at medium heat 200° - 250° F. Let cook in well
ventilated place for 8 to 12 hours Keep covered but DON'T seal.

Remove from heat and let cool to room temperature

Pour off acid. Rinse stones in baking soda and water solution. Wash stones, pot and tools with detergent
and water, Rinse in clear water, soak in solution of soda and water 6 to 8 hours to neutralize acid. After
soaking stones in solution, rinse in clear water and soak in clear water for 24 hours

Place stones in solution of 1/3 vinegar and 2/3 water Let soak 6 to 8 hours That's all there is to it!
CAUTION: Wear rubber gloves, safety glasses and plastic raincoat for protection when working with
sulphuric acid Work near a source of running water. If you splash acid on you, flush thoroughly and rinse
in a solution of baking soda and water Do not mix sulphuric acid with water or pour acid over a container
that has water in it as it becomes combustible Boiling point of H,SO, is approximately 626° F

The above procedure is a recommendation only and is carried out at your own risk.

NOTE: Sulphuric acid and lactose can be purchased at chemical supply houses. The sulphuric acid
should be 98% normality.



DOWN UNDER OPAL
PRESENT

OPALSand GEM S of AUSTRALIA

SPECIAL HIGHLIGHTS

An exclusive “Once in a lifetime” adventure to the world’s renowned Opal and Gem Fields with
ample time for fossicking, exploration and sightseeing. This holiday also incorporates a
multitude of “must see” attractions as well as days of relaxation. Down Under Opal — Seattle Is
proud to present this fourth tour following the outstanding success of our 1983-84-85 trips. This
vacation is dedicated to the beauty of Australia and aimed at those who wish to experience what
we call “Fair dinkum Aussie hospitality.”

Welcoming dinner In Auckland, New Zealand Departs October 25, 1986
A tour of Melbourne, Victoria Returns November 26, 1986
A fantastic visit to Adelaide, South Australia
Coober Pedy, the world’s opal capital

. : A DREAM TRI P FOR 33 DAYS
Fossicking for opals and sapphires.

Ayers Rock at sunrise and sunset BUT IF THAT I S A PROBLEM FOR YOU AND YOU ONLY
Camel ride, Alice Springs, Casinos HAVE 28 DAYS, WE CAN DO I T FOR YOU !
Hayman Island on the Great Barrier Reef
. |
Sydney Harbor cruise, Opera House JUST ASKME !

Meet with other rock and gem clubs
Dinner and show at the Bennelong Restaurant
Farewell dinner

PRICING OPAL

AUTHOR AND
by Dariene Munroe TOUR LEADER

DOWN UNDER OPAL

716 S.W. 179th Court
Seattle, Wa 98166
(206) 241-1666
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The founding chapter meets here.



