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Stan McCall  
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USER NAME:  opalsociety 

PASSWORD:  colorplay 

Members Only Website Password 

Happy New Year Opalholics! 

Volume  53  Issue 1 

DUES NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS 

The AOS membership and dues clock are 

being restarted effective January 1, 2020. 

With the January newsletter, each member will 

be provided their revised dues renewal date 

which will take into account the interim period,  

suspension of dues since October 1, 2018. 

Members who have paid dues during the 

interim period will be credited with a full year 

effective January 1,  plus any months from the 

prior period. 

 
The Opal Society appreciates the patience 

and cooperation of everyone during this time. 

 
Stan McCall 

AOS President 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

The Opal Society will be at the Anaheim Art 

Crawl on Saturday, February 8th.  Stop by our 

booth in front of  the Good Food restaurant and 

show your support for our club! Members will 

have opals and jewelry for sale.  Russ Madsen 

will be manning his famous ponking table looking 

for opal in basalt rock.  Come and see if he finds 

a keeper!  This free event starts at 6 p.m. and 

ends at 10 p.m., and is located at 201 W. Center 

Promenade in Anaheim.  Hope to see you there! 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

I hope everyone had an enjoyable Christmas holiday!  

We had a good turnout for the Christmas Holiday 

Potluck and everyone had a great time. 

This year will bring new changes. We are restarting 

the membership dues clock this month.  Be sure to 

read the paragraph in the upper right corner of this 

page for details.  We are also adding a new page to 

our newsletter - Bench Tips.  If you have a bench tip 

or technique you’d like to share, let our editor know.   

   
As always, our focus is on our annual opal show.  In 

the coming months, think of ways you could help the 

club with this important event.  If you’d like to help, or 

if you know of a dealer who is a good fit for our show, 

let us know! 

In closing, I want to wish everyone a very happy, 

healthy and prosperous New Year! 

January 2020 
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The American Opal Society would like to thank the following dealers for their participation in the 52nd 

Annual Opal Show.  We look forward to another successful show in 2020 and hope that you will be a 

part of it! 

Adam Sawicki A&S Opals 

Linda Queally Art by Linda Queally 

Larry Hoskinson / Leslie Neff Australian Opal 

Sammy Yah Beachwood Opals 

Bob Sanger / Kathy Williams BKW Opals 

Robert Gartula Buddha Gems and Minerals 

sal Chavez Casa De Lumbre 

Luis De los Santos Condor Agate Mines  

Stan McCall Custom Creative Gem Cutting 

Fan Chong Diamond Bird Jewelry 

Ed Quo Ed Quo Co. 

Mulugeta Kebede Ethiopia Gemstone Intl. LLC 

Gabriel Mosesson Gabriel Mosesson Jewelry 

Gerard Pope Gerard Pope 

Kathleen James Kathleen James Studios 

Ken Gard Ken Gard 

Ray Schultze Lasco Diamond Products 

Cathy Plume-Jones Le Plume Studios 

Pedro Banuelos Los Laureles Opals Mex 

Mayer Morchy M. Morchy & Associates 

Armando Pedroza North OC Gem & Min Society 

Jim & Barbara Runkle Poor Boy Opals 

Robert Shapiro Robert Shapiro 

Mark Collins Route 66 Gold Miners  

Vicki Stewart Stewart Jewelry & Gifts 

Matti Tikka Tikka Opals 

Fran Todd Toddle Gifts 

Yuqing Yang WY Trading 

Noer Mohamed Yes Hajae Gems 

Zarina Baig Zarina's Exotic Gems 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  



The Opal Express The American Opal Society   January 2020                                    Page 4 

~Bench Tips ~ 
This page will be dedicated to bench tips and techniques from our readers.  If you have bench tips 

you’d like to share, let us know!  Bench tips can be anything - metal work, lapidary, wirework - anything 

creative that you would like to share.  Send your tips to: aos.editor.02@gmail.com   

 

 

One of my favorite flexshaft tools that saves a lot of 

time is the snap-on sanding disc.  I mainly use the 

medium and fine grits but sometimes like the very 

fine ones sold for working with platinum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ordinarily, you'd think of placing the disc on the 

mandrel with the grit side facing away from your 

hand, but notice that you end up with your elbow 

up in the air.  Instead, try flipping the disc so that 

the grit side is towards your hand. It's a much more 

comfortable position because the elbow is down 

near your side, and it lets me hold the work up 

close where I have a better view of what I'm 

sanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I use these snap-on discs so frequently that I keep 

multiple mandrels with different grits already 

mounted in the bur stand. Some mandrels have 

the grit facing out and some facing in. 

Solve Problems & Be More Productive 

with Brad’s “How To” Books 

Amazon.com/author/bradfordsmith  

SANDING DISCS by Brad Smith CREATING TEXTURE ON METAL by Kathleen James 

There are so many ways to texture metal – experiment  

and have fun!. 
 

One way to make your jewelry or metal work creations 

really pop is to texture the metal. 

There are many methods to create texture in your work.  

Commercial texture hammers, such as those sold by many 

jewelry websites, can greatly enhance the appearance of 

your piece. 

Texture plates that can be used in a rolling mill or jewelry 

hydraulic press, can add dimension to your work.  If you 

don’t have a rolling mill or press, metal can be hammered 

onto these plates with a urethane hammer.  The impres- 

sions made by these plates look like embossed metal.   

One of my favorite texturing techniques is using an old, 

beat up hammer where the flat end has been roughed 

up from years of use.  You can find these wonderful old 

hammers at flea markets, garage sales and sometimes 

on ebay. 
 
Another way to get really beautiful texture is to hammer 

your metal on an old cinder block or sidewalk.  Old steel 

that’s been pock marked and scratched is also great for 

texture. 
 ALWAYS anneal your metal before texturing!  As you 

hammer, you will notice that your metal is getting stiff and 

harder to hammer.  That’s because it has become work-

hardened.  When this happens, anneal your metal and 

then continue working on it.  Anneal your metal each time 

it gets work-hardened, otherwise you risk cracking your 

metal. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

mailto:aos.editor.02@gmail.com


The Opal Express The American Opal Society   January 2020                                    Page 5 



The Opal Express The American Opal Society   January 2020                                    Page 6 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Famous Opal: The Butterfly Stone 

(The Red Admiral)  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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  TO: 

The Opal Express The American Opal Society   January 2020                                    Page 10 

  

American Opal Society 
  

Website: 

Instagram: 

Facebook: 

Pinterest: 

YouTube: 

  

http://OpalSociety.org 

https://www.instagram.com/opalsociety 

https://www.facebook.com/AmericanOpalSociety 

https://www.pinterest.com/opalsociety 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCegTlH1IEyO7y8wdqvRfyUA?view_as=subscriber 

  

  

  

  

 

Stan McCall 

Russ Madsen 

Kathleen James 

Bart Gampe 

Veronica Purpura 

President 

Treasurer 

Editor 

Webmaster 

Show Chairman 

(714) 220-9282 

(562) 884-2254 

(714) 828-1251 

(310) 736-5528 

(714) 501-9959 

email: aos.president.01@gmail.com 

email: aos.treasurer.01@gmail.com 

email: aos.editor02@gmail.com 

email  aos.webmaster.01@gmail.com 

email: aos.showchair@gmail.com 

The Opal Express 
American Opal Society 

P.O. Box 4875 

Garden Grove, CA 92842-4875 

 

 

  

— GENERAL MEETINGS — 

4th  Wednesday of the Month 

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

  

Anaheim Community Center 

250 E. Center Street 

Anaheim, CA  92805 

  

MEETING ACTIVITIES 

Opal Cutting, Advice, Guest Speakers, Slide 

Shows, Videos, Other Activities 

  

Volume 53, Issue 1 

General Meeting Location at: 

 Anaheim Downtown Community Center 

250 E. Center Street 

Anaheim, CA  92805 

 
  

The next Board Meeting will be on Monday, January 6th at 7:00 p.m. 

at Pam’s house in Huntington Beach.   

 
Please join us at the next General Meeting, Wednesday, January 22nd  

at the Anaheim Community Center at 7:00 p.m.  Our President, Stan 

McCall, will give a talk on his trip to Quartzsite.   Refreshments will be 

served - hope to see you there!  
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